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PREFACE. 


jF I permiUcd to incnlmi the mhleman voJid 

condeJ'cenJed to^ Jhggeji the pubUcdtion of ihefe vo- 
lumes^ il zvould he altogether vnneccjftiry to offer any 
other recommendation of them. l4 name which cannot he 
heard or fpoken ^vithout a fenfe of fi(p£riorkalents, of rare 
fo'gacityy and foUiical erudilhm^ w////, at once^ attraSl 
the eager and favourable regard of the fublic to any 
work^ whether original or collective^ that may he ho- 
mured'by its fun^ion. ^ But though I an\ not permitted in 
avail myfelf (f fnch an authority^ I have another^ which^ 

\ ifut ffiou!d not command fo univerfal and immediate a)i 
attention^ will, I trujf win\ts*way to piihlic eJlimalion\‘ 
and this is derived from a knowledge of thi very impoi^ 
taut mailer which ihefe volumes contain. 

The times in which we live have hecn^ and continue to 
heffo very dijfeient from ihofe which have preceded them ; 
the events of the p'fefent period are in fitch direct oppo- 
fition to whatever has hitherto occurred in Vif^itl^ory of 
the worlds that the fcience of politics feems to have been 
forced over its former boundary , and to have taken the 
leadj if it has not ^ in a gi’cat mcafure, ufurped tlie place ^ 
of all others. The fpirit of political inquiry^ like that of 
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political cnterprife, has grown upon ys. It has opened nev^ 
avenues of information^ and introduced ijjelf into ihofe 
ranks arid reccjfes of life^ among whicfi^ at no very dll’- 
tfint period, the great events of the world alone found 
their flow way, and produced but a fwall comparative^ 
tffeB on the opinions %jnd concerns of^ ikoje who thus read 
or heard them, 

Printed collections of flat e papers were then cxchfivdy 
‘confined, at leaji as objects of ftudy^ to the the 
lawyer, and the hijlorian, Pub!irsli;^ns of this kind tilfo 
were uncommon, and related to former pu rioiis : while the 
people at large were not only contented with a very genet al 
account of national tranfatlions , but were evtn jatisfied 
'with fuch a knowledge of the hufinijs of •purUumenf itjflf 
as %vas offered in the printed votes and niiniiles of both 
lioufes. It would be not only necdlefs, but almoji iniper^ 
iinent, to Jlate 'll large the change veh'nh his fiiKC taken 
place in the^ character of the Eiighjh pcoph ; %vhilc the 
titilily of that change, deiived from an advanchig^^ifi{ 
of political inquiry, and u^lffiifion of conjliiutional know^ 
ledge, mayd?c offer led without the rijk of contradiClion, 
."That thefe volumes ace calculated to affijl, enlarge, a7id 
direCI^ that Jpirit of political inquiry, viujl be evident to 
every one who becomes acquainted with their contents. 
Such a collection of parliamentary papers are effential to 
the Jlatefman and the Jena tor, and\ivji he highly ufeful to 
everyytidn \vho wijhes to kno^w the hi/lory and imderjland 
the conftitution of his country^ 

The Kings Speeches, which contain a reprffeniafion of 
the Jlate of the nation, at the^opening and clofe of every 
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fejfto7i of ParUament^ togelher with the Royal Mejfages 
to both HoufeSt and the Speeches of th^ Lords Chan^^ 
cellars^ and the Speakers of the Ihnfe of Conlhions^ arifing 
from intermediate circuniftances^ colIeSied^ as they are^ 
from the rejloralion in 1660, to the dijfolution of the 
Parliament in 1796, niujl form a <)^y inter ejiing hiftorical 
feries ; while the Addrejfes and Repref^tations of the 
Lords and Commons to the Throne^ may be confuhred not 
only as illujiralions of them^ but us declarations of the 
ancient rights and privileges •of Piirliament, arid con-' 
Jliiutional exertions ^ m Jiippor't of the liberty of the 
/ubjctL 

7 n theje important records are addtuh the Prolejls of 
the Lords from the year 1242, being the i^ith year- of 
llcnr) II f, the earlufl per\pcL when any parliamentary 
proieji is known to have been made^ down to the lajl fcffion 
of theJaJl Parliament^ in 1796. Wh^n the nature and 
chjccts of thefe Prolejls are confidereJ^ their Jiiperior value 
antl[ importance muji receive the ready acknowledgment of - 
every nJlcLling mhuL They^irf not the works of official- 
or dependent men. Xhey Jo not profced froyt the heat 
she moment^ the hurry of the occafion^ or the impulfe of 
pafjion. They are not like public fpeeches^ which fo often 
take their colour as well as fentimmts from accidental cir- 
cumjlancesj and whoje ejfeffs are not expe£iecl to extend 
hevond their immedinte ohje^fs. The eloquence of public 
debate paffes^ as it were, with the hour ihltt is employed 
in it. The befl remembrance of it is imperfe£f, and what^ 
ever depends for exijlence on memory alone, is liable to 
mifreprefentation. But protejls are tl>e refult of cool re- 
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fleBiotiy of an inveftigating fpirit, • of eonfclous honour . , 
*t/ hey contain the,foIemn, and, as they may be called, from 
their fgnatures, the attefied jujlifications of men of the 
political rank, for oppofing meafures which they have 
oppofed in vain ; and are channels which the principles 
of their pi^iamentarf conduct are communicated to the 
age in which they live, and wilkbe made known to the ages 
that are to come. 

The fubjeSs of thefe Ptotcjls are of the highejl impor- 
tance to the inter efts of the nation and fhe freedom of our 
conftitution. They will be foumhlo pojjefs a large ftore of 
political knowledge ; while many of them are cloathed with 
an^ energy of npreffion, and a grace of language, which 
give them a place among the fineft compofttions of Englijh 
literature. 

But while the greater ohjtu'^s^of the conflitutton, as 
they appear iji Tarliamenl, have been more mmedialely 
regarded in the formation of this work,fome altentio^ftas 
‘alfo been paid to the morn minute and occiiftonal tranf- 
^btiens whicitj'orm the ordinary luftnefs of Parliament. 
A complete colleilion is accordingly given of the Standing 
Orders of the llouje of Lords, as alfo thofe of the Hotfe 
of Commons, relative to the applying for and pafting 
bills for inchftng and draining of land, making roads, 
canals, navigations, docks, bridges,' paving and lighting 
towns, “ffffing fniall debts, &c. 

Such are the principal materials that compo'e thefe vo- 
lumes : and if Parliament is the great fchool of Brilijh 
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politics, thefe authentic records of %ts proceedings tmfl he 
necejfary to every man whofe duty or wijk it may he to he~^ 
come acquainted with thqfe leading hraruhes of political 
knowledge, the hiftory and Ugijlatwe of his country. 


Piccadilly, 
Jan. 23, 1797. 


Tli^EDTTOR. 
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LIST. 

or THE 

SPEAKERS 

d. me; 

Honourable House of Commons, 

FROM THE 

From the earVteJi Account to the frejent T'ln-e. 


P ETRUS DE IvioUNTFORD was 'the firft Speaker cer- 
taiply knoMTii; when the Loid^ a id Commons fartither 
in feveral Houfcs, or at leaft gave tueir afleiip leverally. 

He killed at the battle of hvelliam — izG^ 

Sir Jlfffry ScRooi’E ^ — — — 

William TRii,sbi L — — -t* 

Sir Henry Bt WMovT — — — 133* 

— Peter DL L\ Mare — — — 1376 

— Thomas Hungerford, firft named on record — 1377 

— Petlr DE L \ Marl — — 1377 

— James Pickering — — - >378 

John Goldsborough ^ — 1380, &c. 

— Richa^KTSValgravl, the firft that made any formal 
apology for inability. Anceftor of the Sari of VValdl- 

GKAVE — — — 138a 

•— James Pickering — . — . — 

— John Busby, the fiift prefeiited to the King by the Com- 
mons 1394. 

Sir 
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Sir Joirn Busby — , — 

Ditto. This TarlUment# was held in a large timber-houfe 
creeled in Palace Yard, Weftininller, for the impeach- 
ment of the^Duke of Gloucester, M^er|in both 
Houfes met together* — ^ 

Sir John Cheyney. He growing infirm, John Dor- 
wood, Efq. >4’as chofen. He defired liberty to corredt 
niiftakes in w’hat he f^ould deliver from the Commons 

— Arnold Savage — ^ 

— Henry de Redef^rd , — ■— *— 

— Arnold Savage ^ . 

•— William Sturmy. This was called Parliamenium tn- 

fio^orum^ from no lawyerj being permitted to be chofen 
in it — — ^ — — 

— John T^iptoft, figned and fealed the deed of entailing 

the crown with JJhtffe words, Nomine totiux communiintis. 
He was afterwards made Lord Treafurer, and created 
Earl of Worcester * r-^ — 

Thomas Chaucer, Efq. — — ^ — 

William Stour ton, Efq. who being (liortly after taken ill, 
JiOHN Dorwooi^ Efq. was appointed in his Head — 

Walter Hunger ford, Efq! — — 

Thomas Ch^it’cek, E^ij. — — — 


Richard Redman, Efq. 

Sir Walter Beaucham^ 
Roger Elqwer, Efq. 

Roger Hunt, Efq. 

Thomas Chaucer, Efq. 
Richard Baynahd, Efq. 
Roger Flower, Efq. 

John Russel, Efq. 

Sir Thomas Wanton 
Richard Vernon, Efq. 

John Tirrell, Efq. 
William Allington, Efq. 
John Tirrell, Efq.* 

John Russel, Efq. 

Roger Hunt, Efq. — 

John Bowes, Efq. — 

Sir John Tirrell — 

William Boerly, Efq, 
WiLLiRM Tresham, Efq. 


— 1415 

— 2414 

— 1414 

T 

— 1415 
1416, &c. 

— 1420. 

— -1421 


— 1429 
— X43I 

— 143a 

-- 1433 

— H3S 
— 1436, &c. 

^ 1439 

1439, 

• Wii. 
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William Boerly, Efqt — — — 144S 

William Tresham, Efq. — H47 

John Say, Efq. ^ f ~ 

Sir John PopAam, but excufing himfelf fliortl)^ after, 

William Tres HAM, Efq. was again chofen Speaker — 1450 

dir William Oldhall — — ; — ^45* 

Thomas Thorp, Efq. arrefted in execfition, and adjudged 
bv the Lords not to htve privilege. The Commons then 
cliofe V. 


Sir Thomas Charlton 

— 

— 

HS3 

Sir John Wenlock — 

— 

— 

^455 

Thomas Tresham, Efq. — 

— 

— 

1469 

John Green, Efq. 

" 1 

— 

1461 

Sir James Strangwaies 

— 

— 

1461 

John Say, Efq. — 

— — 

1463, &c. 

William Allington, Efq. 

' -- — 

1472, &c. 

John Wood, gfq. — 

— 

— 

1482 

William Cates by, Efq. At this time the Speaker was 
* chofen, prefented, and approved by the Kinc^ according 

1484 

to the prefent practice ^ - 

— — 

— • 


Thomas Lovel, Efq. afterwardi Knight and Privy Coun* 
fellor — ^ 

John Mordaunt. Efq. — — 

Sir Thomas FiTzwiLLiAMs — — 

Hichard Emp^son, an eminent lawyer — 

’ Sir Reginald Bray — — — 

• Robert Drury, Efq. — — — 

^Thomas Ingj^efield, Efq. — — 

Edmund Du DL*£Y, Efq. afterwards Privy Counfellor 
Sir Thomas Inglefield — — 

— Robert S^ieffield, Recorder of London, and anceftor 

of the late Duke of Buckingham — — 

— ' ThomTs Nevil — * — 

— Thomas More prayed, that if any of the Commons 

fliould in any debate fpeak more largely than they ought, 
that hirttiight be pardoned. Afterwards Lord Chancel- 
lor -r- — 


1485 

1488 

1489 
1491 
1496 

1496 

1497 

1505 

1509 

1510 
iS '4 


Thomas Audlet, Efq. Seijeant at Law, afterwards Lord 
Keeper, and then Lord Chancellor 

'Richard 'Rich, Efq. the firft Speaker recorded tohavemade 
requeft for accefe to the King. Afterwards made Lord 
Chancellor, and created a Baron: from whom is de- 
fcended the Earl of W arwick and Holland •fc— 


— 15*3 


i 53 » 


*537 

Sir 
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§ir Nicholas Hare, afterwards Mafter ^)f the Rolls and 
Lord Keeper • — 

Thomas Moyle, Efq. thefirft that petitioned for freedom of 
fpeech on record — — , 

Sir JoHJf Baker — — 

— James Dyer, Serjeant at Law, afterwards King’s Ser- 
jeant, and Lord X^hief Ju (lice of the Common Pleas 

John Pollard, Efq. — — — 

Clement Higham, Eftj. afterwards Lord Chief ^ai^n of 
the Exchequer — • — " — 

John Pollard, Efq. — — 


William Cordele, Efq. Mafter of the Rolls, and Privy 
Counfcllor 9 — • — — 


Sir Thom AS Ttargr AVE, the Qjjeen% Counfel — 

Thomas Williams, JEl^. — — 

Richard Onslow, Efq. afte/'wards Solicitor General — 

CiiRisTOPHER Wray, afterwards Lorfl Chief Juftice of the* 
Queen’s Bench — — 


Robert Bell, Efq. afterwards Lord Chief Baron — 

Jo&N Popham, Eft], afterwards Attorney General, and Lord 
Chief Juftice of England * ^ — — 

Mr. Serjeant John PucKtRiNc, afterwards Lord Keeper 
Mr. Serjeant Thomas Snag — — 

Edward Coke, Efq. afteryards knighted, madoLord Chief 
Juftice of Common Pleas, Privy Counfellor, and Lord 
Chief Juftice of England — . 

Mr. Serjeant Christopher Yelverton, afterwards Judge 
of the Queen’s Bench ^ — — 

— Serjeant John Crook, afterwards Judge of theQ^ieen’s 

Bench ~ — 

— Serjeant Edward Philips, Mafter of the Rolls — 

Sir Randolph Crew, afterwards Chief Juftice of the 
King’s Bench — — • — 

— Thomas Richardson, Serjeant, afterwards Chief Juf- 

tice of the Common Pleas — — - 


1540 

1543 

*547 

*553 

*553 

*555 

>ss» 

'5S9 

1563 

1566 

>S7> 

157a 

i 58 i’ 

158s 

1589 


>59* 

>597 

1601 

1603 

1614 * 

1620 


— Thomas Crew, Serjeant * — 1623 

— Heneage Pinch, Recorder of London. Ancefteskaithe 

Earl of Winchelsea and Nottingham ^ 1626 


— John Finch, afterwards King’s Counfel, Chief Juftice of 
the Common Pleas, and Lord Keeper • — — 

John Glanville, Efq. — 

William Lenthall, Efq. — 

Francis* Rous,' Efq. 


262H 

1640 

1641 
’•6s J 
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William Lenthall, Efq. “ *^5+ 

SIfThOMAS WlDRINGlOK — • 1656 

Chaloneb ChvjE| Efq. was chofen, but being unable to 
attend. 

Sir Lislebone Long was defied, but vacated, after feven f' 

, days pofleffion ; and on the 1 5th of April 
Thomas Bampfield, Efq. was appointed 

Sir Hartbottle Grimjtone, afterwards Mailer of the 
Rolls. A^^ilor of Vifeount Grimstpne 

— Edward Turner, afterwards* Solicitor General, and 

Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer *— — 166 s 

— Job Charleton — — — 1675 

Edward Seymour, Efq. — — 1673, 

Ditto again chofen in 1678; But the King refuiing hL con- 
feht, the Commons chofe 

Mr. Serjeant William Gregory in Seymour’s room — 1678 

WiLLfAM Williams, E]jjj.« — — 1679. 

Sir John Trevv)r — — 1685 

Henry Powle, Efq. Speaker of the Convention — 1689 

Sir John Trevor, afterwards Mailer of the Roils — 1690 

Paul Foley, Efq. — — — 1694 

Sir Thomas Littleton — — — 1698 

Robert Harley, Efq, afterwards Secretary of State, Earl 
of Oxford, fiid Lord Treafurer ^ — 1700, 

John Smith, Efq. afterwards Teller of the Exchequer 1705, 

The First Parliament of Great Britahi conilituted by the 
Union, which commenced on May-day, 1 707, was fiim- 
moned for the 2 5d of tDd^ber following, and dilfolved 
the 1 5th of April, 1 708. 

John Smith, Bfq. rechofen Speaker — — jyoy 

Sir Richard Onslow, Bart. Aiiceilor of Lord Onslow 1708 
William BroMleV, Efq. — — 

Sir Thomas IIanmer, Bart. — 1713 

The Honourable Spencer Compton. Anceilor of 
Earl of Northampton — — 

Arthur Onflow, Efq. Anceilor of Lord Onslow 
Sir John Cust, Bart, Anceilor of Lord Brownlow 
— Fletcher Norton. Aftefwards Lord Grantley 
Charles Wolfran Cornwall, Efq. 

Honourable W. W. Grenville. Now Lord 
ville — 

He^ry Addington, Efq. ^ 


the 
1714, 
1727, &d. 
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1770, 
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— 1789 
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&'c. 


Letter of King Xlharles the Second to the Speaker of the Houfe of 
Commons f inchfmg his t)eclat^atton of Aprils 1660. 

Charles R. 

'T^RUSTY and well •beloved, wc greet you well. In thefe 
great and unfupportable affliftions and calamities, under 
which the poor nation ‘hath been fo long cxcrcifecl, and by. 
which it is fo near exhaufted, wg cannot think of a more 
natural and proper remedy, tl»n to refort to thofe for counfcl 
and advice who have feen and obferved the firf^ beginning of 
our miferies, the progrefs from bad to worfe, and the miftakes 
and mifunderllandings which have produced and contributed 
to inconveniences which were not intended : and after fo many 
revolutions, and the obfervation of what hath attended them, 
are now trufted By our g«od fubjeds to repair the breaches 
which arc made, and to provide proper remedies for thofe 
evils, and for the lafting peace, happinefs, and fccurity of the 
kingdom. 

We do aflbre you, upon our royal word, that none of oiir 
predecefTors have had a greater edeem of parliaments, as wc 
have in our judgment, as well as from our obligation : we do 
believe them to be fo vital a part of the conftitution of the 
kingdom, and fo neceffary for the government of it, that we 

c 3 well 



( xxxviii ) 

well know neither prince nor people c^n be in any tolerable 
degree happy without them : and therefore you may be confi- 
dent we lliall always look upon their counfejs^as the beft we 
can receive ; and (hall be as tender of their privileges, and as 
careful to preferve and proteft them, as of that which is moft 
near to ourfclf, and moft neceflary for our own prefervation* 
And as this is our opinion of parliaments, thbt their authority 
is moft neceftary lor th^ government of the kingdom, fo we 
arc moft confident that you believe and fkid that the preferya- 
tion of the King’s aiiihority is as neceifary for the prefervation 
* of parliaments 5 and that it is not the name, but the right 
conftiiiition of them, which can prepare and apply proper 
remedies for thofe evils, which are«grievous to the people, and 
which can thereby eilabliftt their peace and feciiriiy : and 
therefore wc have not the Icaft doubt b^t that you will be as 
tender in, arui as jealous of, any thing thzft may infringe our 
honour, or impair our authority, as of your own liberty and 
property/ which is beft preferved by preferving the other. 

How far we have triilled you in this great affair, and how 
rnuch it is in your power to rcftorc the nition to all that it 
hath ioft, and to redeem it from any infamy it Math undergone, 
and to make King and peoglc a^ happy as they ought to be, 
you will find by our inclofcd declaration, a copy of which 
vve have likcwife lent to the lloufc of Peers: and you will 
eafily -believe, that ^ we wmuld not \o]untarily and of ourfclf 
have repofed fo great a truft in you, but upon an entire confi- 
dence that you will not abufe it, and that you will proceed 
in fuch a manner, and with fuch due coniideration of us, 
who have tnifted you, that we (hall not be afhamed of declining 
other afiiftance (which we hafe afl’urancc of), and repairing 
to you for njjire natural and proper remedies for the evils we 
%vould be freed from, nor forry that we have bound up our 
own Intereft fo entirely with that of our fubjedts, as that we 
. refer it to the fame perfons to take care who are trufted 

to provide for them. We look upon you) ijS* wife and dif-^ 
palHonate men, and good patriots^ whd will 'raife up thofe 
banks and fences which have been caft down, tibd who wdll 
moft reafonably hope, that the fame profperit^\v 111 again 
Ipring from thofe roots from which it hath hcretJ(bre and 
always grown. Nor can we apprehend, that you win grojjofo 
any "thing to us, 0/ cxpedl any thing from us, but tha^yv^ 
are as ready to give as yon to receive. ^ 4 

If you defirc the advancement and propagation tM 
Protcftanl religion, we have, by our conftant proleilion'^n^ 

prjfc'- 
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praAice of It, given fuHicicnt tcllimooy to the woild, iIkh 
neither the unkindned ot thole ot ihe fanne faith towaids «„, 
nor the civilities and obligations from thofe of a amtrarv 
profeflion (of Mth which we have had abumlanl evidence !, 
could in the leaft degree ftartlc ns, or make us fwerve Ironi 
it ; and nothing can be propofed to manifcfl our 7 r:;i and 
affcLlion for it, 4o which vve will not readily conf iit ; and 
v.c hope, in due lime, our fell* to propofc lomewiKit to yuu 
for the propagation, of it, that wdIT fatisfy the wujU, tlmi 
we have always made it both our care arid oii^huJy, and have 
enough obferved what is molt like to bring diiadva.itagc to it. 

If you cleiire fccurity for tliofc who in thefe calamitons 
times either wilfully or weakly have tranfgreired thole bonnes 
wliich were preferibed, and havi; invaded each other’s rights, 
we have left to you to provide for their fccurity and indemnity, 
and ill fuch a vv: 4 y as you fliall think jull and icafonablc, 
and by a jull computation of what men have done and fuffered, 
as near as is pollible, to take care that all men be faiisficd, 
which is the furcll: way to fnpprcfs and eMirfiatc all fuch im- 
diariiahlenefs and aniinolity, as might heicaflcr (hake and 
threaten that peace which for the prefeiu might feem elhx- 
bliflicd. If there l,c -a ci}ing fin, for which the nation may 
be involved in the infamy ihut^aiieiuls it, we cannot doubt 
but you will be as folicitous to rcd..em and vindicate the nation 
from that guilt and infanr/ as we can be, ^ 

If you dell re that rSverciicc and obedftnee may be paid to 
llie fundamental laws of the land, and that juflicc may be 
ctpially and impartially •adminillercd to all men, it is that wliicli 
Wi: delirc to be fwoni to ouiTelf, and that all pcrlbns in power 
a :d authority llmuld be lb too. o 

In a word, theic is nothing that yon can propofe, tb.at may 
make the kingdom luppy, which we will nol*’'coi;!erid with 
you to compafs: and upon this confKicncc and alfurancc, we 
liave thought fit to fend you this declaration, th:u you mav, as 
much as is polliblc at this diftance, fee our heart ; xvhich, 
wlieii God fliall bring us nearer together (as we Jiope he will 
do fliortly), will appear to you very agreeable to wfiat we have 
profefled : and we hope that we have made that Chrifiian 
life of our afflidlion, and that the obfervaiion and cxpciicricc 
we have had in other countries hath been /uch, as iliat we, 
and, we hope, all our fubjcdls, fliall be the better ior v. hat \vr 
have feen and fuffered. 

We fliall add no more, but our prayers to Almighty God, 
that he will fo blefsyour cotinfels, anddirc«5l youi endeavours, 

c 4. tkat 
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^hat his glory ami worfliip may be provided for ; and the 
peace, honour, and happinefs of the narton, may be e.lablifhed 
upon thofe foundations which can beft fiippoit it. And fo wo 
bid you farewell. ^ ‘ 

Given at our court at Breda^ this r'^th day of April, 1660, 
in the twelfth year of our reign. 

Siipf rferibed, To oiif truf.y and ivdUhhved the Speaker oj 
the Houje If Commons,*' 


Letter of King Charles IL to Getter^ Monh 
Charles R. 

^T^RUvSTY and well beloved, we greet you well. It can- 
not be believed but that we have been, arc, and ever muft 
be, as folicitous as we can, by all endeavours, to improve the 
affeflions of our good fubjeSs at home, and to procure the 
afliftance of our friends and allies abroad, for the recovery of 
that right which, by the lawj of ftod and man, is unqueftion- 
able, and of which we have fo long befen difpolTeflcd by fiich 
force, and with thofe circumftances, as we do not defire to 
aggravate by any lliarp expreffions, ljut rather wifli that the 
memory of what is pall may be buried to the world : that we 
have more endeavoured to prepare anc^to improve the affeilions 
.of our fubjefls at home for our reftoration, than (0 procure 
affillance from abroad to hivadc either of our kingdoms, is as 
inanifefl to the world : and w^e cannot give a better evidence, 
that we are«.ili!l of the fame mind, than in this conjunflure, 
when common rcafun muft fatisfy all men, that w'e cannot be 
without an alliftancc from abroad : wc chufc rather to fend to 
you, who have it in your own power to prevent that ruin and 
defolation which a war would bring upon the nation, and to 
make the*' w' hole kingdom owe the peace, happinefs, fecurity, 

, and glory it ftiall enjoy to your virtue, and to acknowledge, 
thaJ: your armies have complied with their obligations, for 
which they w^ere firft raifed, for the prefervation of the Pro- 
teftant religion, thcjionour and dignity of the King, the privi- 
leges of Parliament, the liberty and property of the fubjeft, 
and the fundamental laws of the land \ and that you have vin- 
dicated that truft, which others moft perfidioufly abufed and 
I betrayed^ 
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betrayed. How vnuch we defue and rcfolve to contribute to 
thofe good ends, will ajJpear to you by om cnclofcd declaration ; 
which we delirc vou to caufe to be puhliihcd irr the iuTorma. 
tion and futisfafflon of all good fiibjedLs, who do not dchre a 
further efFufion of precious Chrilllan blood, but to have their 
peace and fecurity founded upon that 'which can only fiipport 
it, a unity of affeSions amongll ouirdvcs, an equal ad.niniftra- 
tion of julUce to all men, rcfloiing Pq^liamcnts to a full capa- 
city of providing for 3II that is anvils, and the ]^vvs of the laud 
to their due veneration. You havc'bcen yoiirfelvc^^ witneifes of 
fo many revolutions, and have had fo mncli cxp'*ricnce how ‘ 
far any power and authority, that is only aifumed by pallioii 
and appc.titc, and not fupported byjuilicc, is from providing 
for the peace and^happinefs of llu: people, or from receiving 
any obedience from them, without which no government can 
provide. for them, t-hat you may very rcafonably believe, that 
God hath not been w'cll pluifcd with the attempts that have 
been made, lince he hath ufually ‘ii\preafed thp confiifioii, by 
giving all the fuccefs that hath been delired, and brouglit that 
to pals without elFeft, 'wdiich the <de(jgncrs have propofed as the 
bed means to fcjlle and compofe the nation : and, therefore, wc 
cannot but hope and believe that yon will concur with us in 
the remedy we have aDplied, wiuc'li, to human iindcrftanding, 
IS only proper for the ills we all groan under, ami that you wdll 
make yourfclvcs the blelTed inftruments to biing this blelling of 
peace and rcconciliatiod upon King and people, it being the 
ufual method in which Divine Providence delighteih itfelf to 
ufe and fanflify thofe very means which ill men delign for. 
the fatisfadion of private and paryciil.ir ends, and ambition, 
and other wicked purpofes, to» w holefome and public ends ; 
and to eftabliih that good, which is mod contrary to the de- 
figners, which is the greated manifeftation of God’s peculiar 
kindiiefs to a nation that can be given in this world. 

How far we rcfolve to preferve your intcreds, and to reward 
your fcMvices, wc refer to our declaraiion : and we hope God 
will infpire you to perform your duty to us and tp yonr native- 
country, whofe happinefs cannot be feparaled from each other. 
We have cntnidcd our wcll-bclovcd fervant, Sir John Greenville^ 
one of the gentlemen of our bcd-chambcr, to deliver this unto 
you, and to give us an account of your reception of it, and to 
deli re you, in our name, that it may be publillicd. And fo 
we bid you farewell. 

Given at our court at Bredo^ this iVh of April, 1660, 
in the tv.elftb year of our rc^gn. 


Jddrefs 
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Addrefs of tic Houjc of Commons to the Kingy Aftiy l66o- 

Mod Royal Soverei2;n, ^ * 

"TITE, your Majefty’s mod loyal fubjcfls, the Commons of 

‘ England ali'emblcd in Parliament, do, with all humble- 
nefs, prefent unto your Majclty the unfeigned ihankfulncfh of 
our hearts for thole gracSows cxprcHions of piety and goodnefs, 
and lo^e to il% and the nations under four dominion, which 
your Majclly's letter ol April liilli, dated from Breda, 
thcr with liic dcclai atlon eiielofcd in it, of the fame date, do 
fo evidently contain ; for which v^ c do, in the dril place, look 
.wp to tlic great King of Kings, aid bl’cfs hij name, who hath 
put thefe thoughts into the^hcart of our King, to make him 
glorious in^the eyes of his people, as tiiofe great deliicrauc^s 
which tliat Divine Majedy hath afforded flnto your royal per- 
Ion from many dangers, ayd the fupport which lie hath given 
unto your Iierolc and priflccly mind, under various trials, make 
it appear to all the world that you are precious in his fight. 

, And give us leave to fay, that as your Majedy is pleafed to 
declare your confidence in Parliaments, youi*cdcem of them, 
and this yonr judgment an^ characler of them, that they -arc 
fo nccediiry for the government of th(? kingdom, that neither 
pririce nor people can be in any tolerable degree happy without 
them; and ihercfcrc fay, that you# will hearken unto their 
. counfAs, be tender of their privileges, and careful to preferve 
and protefl them : fo we truft, and ^will with all bum i lily be 
bold to a.Mirm, that your f/Iajcdy will not be deceived in us, 
and that we will never depart from that fidelity which w'e owe 
imtn yt)ur Majefty, tliat /.eal which we bear unto your fcrvicc, 
anda conlKTni endeavour to advance your honour and grealiiefs. 

And we bcfeech your Majedy we may add this further, for 
the vindication of Parliaments, and even of the lad Parliament, 
convened under your royal father, of happy memory ; — wdicn, 
as. your Majedy w'cll obferves, through midakes and mifundcr- 
ilandings, many inconvenicncics* were produced which were 
ixot intended : that tliofe very inconvcnicucies could not liavc 
been brought upon us by thofe perfoiis who had defigned them, 
without fird violating the Parliament itfeU ; for they well 
knew it was not ptjllible to do a violence to that facred perfon, 
whild the Parliament, wdiich had vowed and covenanted for 
the defence and fafety ot that perfon, remained entire. Suicly, 
Mr, as the perfons of our kings have ever been dear unto 
Parliaments, to wc cannot think of that horrid acl commiuett 
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:tgainft the precious Iife.,of our late fovcrelgn, but with fiicli a 
deteflation and abhorrency as we want word's to cxprcTs it. 

And, next to^\^iftiing it had never been, we wilh it may 
never be remembered by your Majcfty, to be unto yon an oo- 
cafion of forrowi as it will never be remembered by us, but 
with that grief and trouble of mind v;hich it deferves, being 
the greateft reproath that ever was incurred by any of the 
Englilh nation ^ an offence to all t*e protc-rtant churches 
abroad, and a fcandal to the profellion of the tr^h of religion 
here at home ; though both profellion and true profciror> and 
the nation itfelf, as well as the Parliament, were molt inno- 
cent of it, having been only the contrivance and act of fomc 
few ambitious and bloody perfoiis, and Inch others as by their 
influence, were milled. • 

And as we hope ai^ pray that Ciod will not impute the 
guilt of it, nor of :ftl the evil confeqiiences thereof unto the 
land, whofe divine jultice never involves the giiiltlefs with the 
gu Ity, fo we cannot but give due yraife to your Majcfty ’s 
goodnefs, tvho are plcafed to entertain fuch reconciled and 
reconciling thoughts ; and with them not only meet, but, as it 
were, prevent ycAir Parliament and people, propofing yourfelj 
in a great meafurc, and inviting; the I^arlininciit to confidtr fur- 
ther, and advife your Majclly what may be neceffiiry to reftore 
to the nation what it hath loll, raife up again the banks and 
fences of it, and make the,, kingdom happy, by the advanceillent 
of religion, the fecuringour laws, liberiic?, and eflates. and the 
removing of ail jealoulies and animofitics which may render our 
peace lefs certain and durable ; w^herein your Majclty gives a 
large evidence of your great wifdoin judging aright that, after 
fo high a diflemper, and fuch an*tiniverfal lhaking of t!ie very 
foundations, great care muff be had to repair the breaches, and 
much circumfpcdlion and indullry ufed to provide things nc- 
cclTary for the llrengthening of thole repairs, and preventing 
whatever may difturb and weaken them. 

We fliall immediately apply ourfclvcs to the preparing of 
thefe things; and, in a very^lliort time, wc hope, bd able to 
prefent them unto your Majefly : and, for the prefent, do, 
with all humble thankfulnefs, acknowledge your grace and 
favour, in affuriiig us of your royal concurrence with us, and 
faying, that we fliali not exped any thing from you, but what 
you will be as ready to give as wo to receive. And we cannot 
^ doubt of your Majefty’s cffedual performance, lince your own 
piinccly judgment hath prompted unto you the neceflity of 
doing fuch things ; and your phty and goodnefs hath carried 
you to a free tender of them to your faithful Parliament. 


You 
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You fppuk as a gracious king; and we will do what befiti 
dutiful, loving, and loyal fubjecls, wli'o are yet more engaged 
to honour, and highly dteem your Majdly for your declining, 
iis you are plcafcd to fay, ail foreign ailiftance, *and rather tnift 
to your people; W'ho, we do alTurc your Majefty, will, and 
do, open their arms and hearts to receive you, and will fpare 
neiiher their eOates nor their livcs^ when, your fervice fhall 
require it of them. ^ 

And we have yet more caufe to enlarge our praifes and our 
prayers to Go5*for your Majefty, that you have continued un- 
fliaken in your faith: that neither the temptation of allurements, 
pcrfualions, and promifes, from fediicing Papifts on the one 
hand, nor the pciftciuion and haul ufage fiom fome fcdiicevl 
.and mifirnid^'(t proftftors o(*the I^roicftant rifligion on the othtr 
hand, roiil i ut all prevail upon your Majefty to make you for- 
fake the rock of IJraely the God of yoiir fethers, the true Pro- 
tellant religion, in which your Majtdly hath been bred ; but 
you have ftill been as a^rcfck yoiirfelf, firm to youi covenant 
w'ith your and our God, even now' expreffing your zeal and 
afflflion for the Pvoteftant religion, and yoin care and ftiidy 
i'or*fhc propngalioii thereof. This hath been a rejoicing of 
heart to all the faithful of the land, and an afturance to (hem 
that God would not for fake^’ou *, but, after many trials, w'hkh 
flioiild but make you more prtciou.<?, as gold out of the fire, 
icn(>re your Majefty unto your patrimony and people w'ith 
more fplcnd<'iir and dignity, and make you the glory ot Kings, 
and tlie joy (d' your fnbjefls, which is, and ever fliall be, the 
prayer of your Majefly’s rnoft loyal* fubjefls the Commons of 
affemblcd in Parliament. 

Signed by the order ancl inahe name of your Majefty’s fub- 
jeds the Commons of England, alfcmblcd in Parlia* 
ment,'* 


IIar. Grimston. 
Speaker of the Commons Houfq 
N of Pailianicnt, 

If effiiwjlery A fay 2, 1660. 


Letter 
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Letter ef the Houfe of Lords to His Afajcjiyy in anfwer to his 
Letter and Declaration^ May '^y 1660. 

Mod Gracious Sovereign, 

^OUR loyal fubjcfts, the Peers now afTembled, do, with 
^ all humility dnd thiinkfulnefs, return their acknowladg- 
ments to your Majefty for your grji^ious letter and declara- 
tion ; and do efteeii? it their greated honour^hat your Ma- 
jedy is pleafed to 6xprefs a confidence of their counlds and 
endeavours Tor the compofing the fad and unhappy didrac- ' 
tions of your kingdoms ; and they owe this as their great ad- 
vantage, that they may now.aft in difeharge of their own duty 
by your Majedy*s command. • 

Your Majedy’s gr^t and many fiiffcrings have long affefted 
their hearts with Meep refentments of trouble and forrow : 
but the fame power that ufurped and profaned your feeptre, 
diveded them of their rights and* privileges, and kept them 
under fuch prcfliires and difficulties as they were rendered tin- 
capable of ferving your Majedy, in order to thofe ends to 
which their duty and allegiance did engage them. It hafth 
been their condant defire that the nation had continued happy 
and innocent. But your Majefty*s piety and v;lfdom hath 
lliewed you to what degree your clemency is to be extended. 
And we hope all youj^ fubjefts wull anf^/ver your M.<jedy*s 
grace and favour to the utmod point of fidelity and obedience. 
The Peers have a jud ground to own a more particular de- 
pendence and fubfervience to the throne of Majefly, not Quly- 
by the preferiptions of law, but iby that affcdioii and duly 
which is fixed in their hearts rtpen the foundation ot loyalty, 
which gives them the privilege to Ryle themfclves. 

Your Majedy ’s 

Mod loyal, mod dutiful, and mod obedient, 

Subjefts and fervants, 

Signed in the name and by the command of the faid 
Houfe of Peers, by 

E. MANCUf.STf R, 

Speaker of the Houl’e of Peers /ro temperf, 
ff^ejlminjlery y^d of May y i66o. 

For the Kin^s Mojl ExcclUni Majejly, 


Kinj^ 
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King Charles jbe SeconcT s Speech to the Ihlouje of Peers j ^uly 

i66o. 


My Lords, 

T^HEN 1 firft came hither to you, which was within two 
or three days after I came XoJf'hiitijally I did, with as 
much earneftnefs as Itcoukl, both hy niyfelf and the Chan- 
. cellor, recom;^nend to you and the of Commons the 

. fpeedy clifpaich of the of Indemnity, as a necelfary foun- 
dation of that ferurity wc a!l pray tor; I did fince, by a par- 
. ticuiar meffage to the of Commons, again prefs them 

to hallcn that important v, ork ; and did likewife, by a procla- 
• mation, pnblifli to all tbc kingdom, that 1 did with im- 
patience expect tliat the act fhoiild be ^refented to me for my 
aillnt, as the moil jcafoiiablc and folid* foundation of that 
peace, happinefs, andi'ccnriiy, I hope and piay tor to myfelf 
and allVny donnnions. ,[*\vill not deny it to you, I thought 
the Houfe of Commons too long about that work, and, iherc- 
forQ, now if is come uj) to you I would not have you guilty of 
tfic fame dt lav. 1 thank God I Itave the flimc intentions and 
refoliiti(‘n> I;o^v I am licrc with ^ou v/hich I had at Breda^ and 
believe tl.ai I owe my being here to Cod's blefling upon the 
intentior.s and rclbiutions 1 tnen exprefled to have. I will 
read to you what J then faid. ^ 

“ And to the end that the fear cf puiiifiimcnt may not 
engage any, coni'eious to tl.cmfclvcs of what is pafled, to a 
perfevcrancc in guilt for tlie future, *by oppofing the quiet and 
happirrefs of their count#y in the reftoration both of King* 
Peers, and people, to ihcir^jull, ancient, and fundamental 
rights, we,dt}, by thefe prefents declare, that wc do grant a 
free and general pardon, whicii we arc ready upon demand to 
,pafs, under our gieat foal of EjigiarJy to all our fubjefls, of 
what degree or (piality foever, wiio within forty days after the 
publiihing hcreor (hall lay hold of il)is our grace and favour, 
and by any public adl dedarc their doing fo, and that 
they return to the loyalty and obedience of good ftibje^ls 
(excepting only (iich perfons as fliall hereafter be excepted by 
Parliament; : thofc only excepted, let all our loving fubjefts, 
how faulty foever, rely iijiou the word of a King," folemnly 
given by this prefent declaration, that no crime whatfoever, 

‘ committed againft us or our royal Father before the publication 
of this, (hall ever rife in judgment, or be brought in qucftioi^ 
againll any of them, to the lealt ciidamagctneiu of them, 

either 
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cither 111 their lives, liberties, or clhtcs, or (as far lorth 
lies in onr power) fo much as to the prejudice of their reputa- 
tions, by any rcf^oach or term of didinaion from il-.c rell of 
our beft fubjeSs : wc Jefiring and ordering, that henreforwarj 
all notes of difeord, reparation, and difference of pirties, be 
utterly aboliftied among all our fiibjeds, whom we invite and 
conjure to a perfed unio^ among ihcmfelvts, under onr pro- 
tcdlion, for the rciettlement of our jiijj lights and tlieir’^, in a 
free Parliament, by ivhich, upon the \\ord a King, we 
will be advifed.’* 

My Lords, 

IF yon do not join with me inex1ingni{hing this fear, which 
keeps the hearts of me«i awake, and apprehcnlivc of fafety and 
Icciirity, you keep me ffom performing my proir.ifc ; which if 
I had not made, I am perfuaded neither ! nor you [vd bctu 
iio;v here. 1 pray, let us not deccivt; thofe w*ho brought or 
permitted us to come together. I kijc\v well there were fume 
TTC I who could neither forgive thcmfeivcs, or be forgiten by-us ; 
and 1 thank vou^for your julUcc towards thofe, the immediate 
murderers of my father. An8 I \yill deal truly with you, I 
never thought of excepfing any other. I pray think well upon 
what 1 have offered, and the benefit you and 1 have received 
from that offer \ and encourage and oblige «ill other perfTms, 
by not excluding them from the benefit ot this act. ^Fhis 
mercy and indulgence is jhe bed way to bring them to a true 
repentance, and to make them more fevere to tlicmfelves, 
wdicn they find we arc not fo to th(?m. It w^ill make them 
good fubjeds to me, and good triends and neighbours to you ; 
and we have then all our end, and you lhall fWid this the 
feciircft expedient to prevent future mifidiicf. Therefore I do 
carncfily defire and conjure you to dcfart from all particular 
aiiimofities and revenge, or memory of pad provoentions, and 
that you will pafs this aft, without other exccpiions ih.in of 
thofe who were immccliatcly guilty of that murd*r of my 
father. My Lords, I have told you my opinion, and I hope 
you w’ill be of the fame. If any perfons appear of fucli dan- 
gerous and obdinatc piinciples that the peace of the kingdom 
cannot be preferved whild they have liberty; in it, fume other 
courfe may be taken llsar they diall not be able to do hurt, and 
I affure you there is nothing can enable iliem to do fo much 
harm as the defcriiiig the paffing \\m aft. 

I hope 
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T hope I fiy nothing of Irelan^j and that they alone 
fliall not be without the benefit of my mercy. They have 
thewed much affedf ion to me abroad, and yoi| will have a care 
ot my honour and of v hat I have promilcd to them. Ido 
again conjinc \ou that you will ufe al^ expedition in the dif- 
patch ot this bill. 


SPELCIILS 



KINGS’ SPEECHES, 



^HARLICS, by the grace of God^ King of England^ Scot- 
^ land, France, and Ireland, Defender of tlie Faith, &c. 
To all oiir loving fubjecis, of what degree or quality foever, 
greeting. If ihj general dillradion and confufion, which is: 
fp} 'ad ovci the whole k'lngdoip, doth not awaken all men to* a 
dc'Mc and longing, lhat thofc wounds, which have fo many 
}’( ’ S u'gethcr been kept bleeding, may be bound up ; ail we 
i\ : fay will be tonopurpofe. HoAvever, after this long fileijce, 

V.' VC thought it our dulpy to declare, how ftnich we defire to 

C' ,ontc thereunto ; and that, as we can never give over the 
in jjood lime to obtayi llie poiroflion of lhat right, which 
Cjo: 1 a. id n?t’trehath made our due, fo wedo make it our daily 
foil the Divine Providence, tlyit Ife will, in compaffion to 
us and oiir fubjccls, after fo long mifery and fiifFerings, remit, 
aiid pul ns into a (pnet and peaceable poflcllion of thdt our right, 
with as litile blood and damage to our people as is poflible. 
Nor do wt dclirc more to enjoy what is ours, than that all our 
fubjedts may enjoy what by law is theirs, by a full and entire 
adniiniftration of jiifticc throiighout the land, and by extending 
our mercy where it is wanted, and deferved. 

And It) the end that the fear of piiniflimcnt may not engage 
any, confclous to thcmfelvcs of \vhat is part, to a perfeverance 
in guilt for life future, by opppfing the quiet and happinefs of 
their country, in the reflaiiration, both of lyings, Peers, and^ 
People, to their juft, ancient, and fundan\ental rights ;• we do \ 
by ihefe prefents declare, th^it we do grant a free and general ( 
pardon, which we are ready, upon demand, to pafs unefer out 


* From the Journals of the Hoiife of Com ns, voU viii. p. 
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gre^t feat of England, to all our fubj^ds, of what degree or 
quality foever ; who, within forty days after the publilhing 
hereof, (hall lay hold upon this our grace and favour, and (hall^ 
by any public a£l, declare their doing fo, and that they return 
to the loyalty and obedience of good fubjedls ; excepting only 
fuch perfons as (hall hereafter be excepted by Parliament : 
fhofc only excepted, let all our fiibjefts, how faulty foever, 
lely upon the word of € King, folemnly given by this prefent 
declaration, tku no crime whatfoever, ^committed againft us, 
or our royal father, before the publication of this, lhall e^cr 
rife in judgment, or be brought in qucllioii, againft any of them^ 
to the Icaft endamagement of them, ei<1ter in their lives, liber- 
ties, or eftates, or (as far f6rth as lie* in our power) fo mticlz 
as to the prejudice of their reputations, by ady reproach or term 
of diftindtion from the reft of our fubjefts ; we dcllring 
and ordaining, that henceforward all notes of difeord, repara- 
tion, aqd difference of parties, be utterly aboliflied among all 
•our fiibjeds ;*vvhom \V8 invite and conjure to a perfedl union 
among themfelves under our proteftion, for the refettlcment of 
our juft rights, and theirs, in a free Parliament ; by which, 
ipoii the word of a King, we will be advifed.t 

And, beraufe the paffion andnmcharitablenefs of the times 
have produced fevcral opinfoiis in religion, by which men arc 
engaged in parties and animofities againft each other, which, 
wlftn tiiey iliall toreafter unite in a iVecdom of converfaiion, 
will be compOibd or belter undcrftoocl \ we do declare a liberty 
to tender confciciicrs ; and tliat no man lliall be difqiiicted, or 
called in qiieliion, for diftcrcnccs of* opinion in matter of reli- 
gion, which lio not dillud) the peace of the kingdom; and that 
we lhall be ady lo confent fo fnch an ad: of Parliament, as, 
upon nmti'io deliberation, lhall be offered to us for the full 
granting liiai liululgcr.oc.' 

And bccaiifc, in the continued diftradions of fo many years, 
and fo many aiul great rc\oliilions, many grants and pitrchafes 
of ellateshuve been made to and by many ofticcrs, foldiers, and 
others, •who arc now poirellbd «>f the fame, and who may be 
liable to adions at law upon fcveral titles ; wc are likew'ifc 
willing, that all fuch differences, and all things relating to fuch 
grants, Tales, and piirchafcs, lhall be determined in Parliament, 
which can beft provide forthojult faiisfadtion of all men who 
are concerned. • 

And we do ftirthtr declare, that we will be ready to confent 
^ to any actor ads of Parliament to the purpofes aforefaid, and 
to the full fatisfadion of all arrears due to the officers and fol- 
diers of the army under thc*coinmand of General Monck ; and 

that 
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that they fliall be rcccij^ed into our fervice, upon as good pay 
and conditions as they now enjoy. • 

Given underfour lign manual, and privy Jignet, at our court 
at Breda, this ^ day of April, 1660, in the twelfth 
year of our reign. 


tfis MajeJIfs Mejja^^o the Houfe of Commons^ J^ne 18, i66o. 

Charles Rex. 

"TTrE have had too an\lc a manifeftation of your affeftion and 
^ ^ duty towards us, Jhc good effeit whereof is noto'rious to 
the World, to make the llafl doubt qf the continuance and im- 
provement thereof ; or, nn the leaft degree, to dill ike what you 
have done ; or to coy[i^lain of what you have left undone : we 
know well the weight of thofe affairs, which depend upon 
your councils, and the time that muff unavoidably be fpent in 
debates, where there mult naturally iJe difference of opinion 
and judgment amongft thofe' whofe defircs of public peace and 
fafety arc the fame ; and neither wc nor you mull beovcr-mucli 
troubled, if we mid our gooc^^ intentions, and the iinwcarietl 
pains we take fo reduce thofe good intentions into real a6ls, for 
the quiet and fecurity of*thc nation, mifreprefented and mifm- 
terpreted by thofe who are, in truth, afflitlcd to fee the pub- 
lic diftraftions, by God’« bleffing fo near end ; and by 
others, upon whofc weaknefs, fears, and jealoufies, the afti- 
vity and cunning of thofe ^1 men have too great an influence. 

How wonderful and miraculous foever the great harmony of 
affections between us and our goyd filbjefls is, (and that is fo 
vifiblc and manifeft to the world, that there fcarce appears the 
view of any cloud to overfliadow or diflurb it) yet w S muft not 
think, that God Almighty hath wrought the miracle to that de- 
grec, that a nation, fo mi ferably divided for fo many years, is 
fo foon and entirely united in their affeflions and endeavours, 
as were to be wiflied ; but that the evil confclciices of many 
men continue to awake for mirchief ; that they are not willing 
to take reft themfclves, or to fuffer others to take it : and w^e 
liave all had too fad experience of the unhappy effeds of fears 
and jealoufies, ♦how groupdlefs and unreafonable foever, not to 
think it very ncceffary to apply all timely ancj proper remedies 
to thofe diftempers ; and to prevent the inconveniences and mif- 
chiefs, which too naturally flow from thence : w'c well forefaw, 
that the great violation, which the laws of the land had for fo 
many years fuftained, had filled the hearts of the people with 
a terrible apprehenfion of infccurity to themfclves, if all they 

B ?: ha* 
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had faid and done fhould be liable to be examined and punilbed 
by thofe laws, which had been fo violated ; and that nothing 
could eftablilh the fccurity of king and pcoplfc, but a full pro- 
vilion, that the returning to the reverence and obedience of 
the law (which is good l^or us all) fliould not turn to the nun 
t)f any, who arc willing and fit to receive tb.at protedion 
hereafter from the law, and to pay that fi-bjedlion to it that 
is juft and neccll'ary ; <'and thcretorc we^uade that tree ofler 
of a general '^>ardon, in fuch manner aS is exprelfed in our 
declaration : and how ready and defirou.; wc are to make good 
the fame, appears by our proclamatio f, which wc liavc iifued 
out upi)fc), and according to, your defife. 

However, it is evident, that all 'vc have or do offer, doth 
not enough compofc the tninds of £ur people ; nor, in their 
opinions, can their fccurity be provukid for, till the aft of 
indemnity and oblivion be palfed ; and vfc find great induftry 
is ufed^by ihofe, w'ho do not wifh that peace to the kit.gdoin 
they otight to* do, to pcifuade our good fubjefts, that wc have 
no mind to make good our promifes ; which, in truth, we 
defire to perform for our own fake as well as theirs : and wc 
ilo therefore very earneflly recommend it to^ou, that all pof- 
fible expedition be iifed in the palling that molt neceflary aft, 
whereby our good fubje&s generally will be fatisfied, that 
their fecuiity is in their own hands, and depends upon their 
future adlions ; and that they are fr^e for all that is pad : and 
fo all the endeavours of ill men will be difappointed, which 
would perfuade them not to do well, bccaufe they have here- 
tofore done amifs. And we are tht more engaged to this our 
recommendation, becaufe, upon the refleftion of your emi- 
nent zeal and affeftion foi* our fervice, and hearty conciir- 
lence with us in all we have defired from you, men are apt 
to perfuade others, (though they do not believe it thcmfelves) 
that the pairing the aft is therefore deferred, becaufc we do 
not enough prefs the difpatch of it ; which wc do dcfire from 
our heart ; and are confident you will the fooner do, upon 
this ou^ carneft recommendation. 


JI/s Mnjejiy s Mejfage to both Houfes of 'Parliament^ July 30, 
, 1660. 

Charles Rex: 

XJIS Majcfty is very well informed of the value of thofe 
conceflfions which are to pafs in the aft of indemnity, 
which relate entirely to h?S Majefty^s profit, and which have 
little or no relation to the war. He knows wclj, that the 

arrears 
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arrears of the wards, the licenfes of alienation, and aliena-. 
tions without licenfe, purveyance, refpite of homage, the 
arrears of rent ft<ll in the hands of the tenants, and the other 
particulars, amount to a great and vaft funi ; all which are 
releafed and difeharged by this aft : but his Majefty is fo well 
fatisfied of the good affeftion of his Houfe of Commons, and 
of their intentionsVand cefolutlons to fettle fuch a revenue 
upon his Majefty, ^ may preferve JtH® crown from want, and 
from being undervaluid by his neighbours ; thauhe is refolved 
not to infill upon anjkparticnlars, which the Houfe of Com??* 
mons defired his Maj^ly ftioiild relcafe. And therefore, as 
his Majefty thanks th| Houfe of Peers for the information 
they have given him, ^d for the care they have exprelfed of 
his Majefty’s profit ; feyhe is well Contented, ^hat that claufe ' 
fliall pafs in fuch manner as the Houfe of Commons hath fet 
down ; and continifts his earneft defire, that all expedition be 
ufed in paffing the faid aft, in the manner he hath (ormerly 
exprelfed. 

Given at our court at Whitehall, this thirtieth day of Julyjj 
in the twelfth year of our reign. 

By his Majefty’s command, 

• EDWARD NICHOLAS, 


His Majeflys Mofi Gracious Speech,^ September 13, 1660, 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TF my prefence here hkd not been requifite, for the paffing 
^ thefe many bills, I did always intend to fee you together 
before your adjournment, that 1 might again thank you for 
the many good things you have done for me and th<s kingdom: 
and, in truth, I do thank you more for what ye have done 
for the public, than what you have done for my own paiticular ; 
and yet I do thank you for that, with all my heart : but, I 
confefs to you, I do thank you more ’for the provifion you 
have made to prevent free cpiartcr, during the time Hie army 
fliall be difLanding, (which I take to be given for my fatis- 
faftio.n) than 1 do for the other prefent you have made me, 
for my own particular occafions: and I dopromife you (which 
is the beft way [ can take to gratify youj 1 will not apply 
one penny of that money to my own parttciflar occa lions, what 
ftift foever I make, till it is evident to me, that the public 
will not ftand in need of it : and if I do, every penny of it; 

* This and the Chancellor’s fpcech have been compared with the 
originals bound up in llie Journals ,of the Houfe of Lords. 
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fhall be di/burfed that way ; ahd, I dire fay, 1 fhall not he 
the poorer for it. I cannot but take notice one particular 
bill I have palTcd, which may feem of an extraordinary na- 
ture, that concerning the Duke of Somerfet : but, you all 
know, it is for an extraordinary perfon, who hath merited 
as much of the king my father, and myfclf, as a fubjeft can 
do : and I am none of thofe who* thin-f that fubjefts, by 
•performing their dutieS in an extraordijAry manner, do not 
^blige their princes to reward them in ifi extraordinary man- 
ner: there can be no danger from fufli a precedent: and, I 
hope, no man will envy him ; beca^fc I have done what a 
good mafter ihould do to fuch a fervaa^*. 

My Lord5 and Gentkmen, 

1 will not deny to you, that I had feme inclination, when 
I confented, upon your defire, to your *iccefs, to have made 
a feilioa ; which I thought moft agreeable to the ancient order 
of Parliaments : and, thope, you will all join with me, in re- 
ducing the proceedings of Parliament to the ancient rules and 
orders of Parliaments ; the deviations from which hath done 
us no good : and, I think, there were nel^er lo many bills 
paflbd together, as I have^this Bay given my aflent to, without 
a feflion : but, upon the defire and reafons given by the Houfc 
of Commons, for an adjournment without a feilion, I did 
very willingly depart from that inclination; and do as willingly 
give you leave, and direft you, that you adjourn yoiirfelves 
till the fixth of November: when, I hope, you will all meet 
again ; and, in the mean time, that you w'ill be all welcome 
to your countries, and •do much fcrvice there. I have many 
other particulars to fay, add recommend to you ; in v/hich f 
cannot enough truft to my own memory ; and, therefo/e, I 
fhall command the Chancellor to fay the reft to you. 


After his Majefty had ended his fpecch, the Lord Chancellor 
faid as follows : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^T^HE King tells you, that he hath commanded me to fay 
*■* many particulars to )ou : and the truth is, he hath charged 
me with fo many,' chat I have great reafon to fear, that I lhall 
(land in much need of his mercy, for omitting many things he 
hath given me in command ; at lead, for delivering them in 
more diforder and cojnfufion, than matters of fuch moment 
and importance ought to *be to fuch an aflembly ; for which 
the King himfelf hath even ’a kind of reverence, ^as well as 

an 
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an extraordinary kindpefs I am to mention foine things he 
hath done already, and many things he intends to do, during 
this recefs, that •you may fee (how well content foever he is, 
that you Ihould have eafe, and pleafure, and refreftiment) he 
hath defigned work enough for himfelf. 

The King hath thanked you for the provlfion you have 
made, that there tmay te no free quarter during the lime the 
army ihall be difbaVding ; and hath tpld you what he will do 
with that joioney youdiave given him, if there fliould be want, 
wherev»'ithal to dilbaiW it. ^ 

And now, I hope,|yoii will all believe, that his Majcfty 
will confent to the dilbiiiding. 

He will do fo ; and\yet he does not take it unkindly at 
their hands, who* have Jthought that his Majcfty would not 
difband this army ; was a fober and a rational jcaloufy : no 
other prince in Eifrope would be willing to difband fuch an 
army ; an army to which vidtory is entailed ; and which (hu- 
manly fpeaking) could hardly fail l)f^conqueft w'kerc^oever he 
ihould lead it : and, if God had not reftored his Majefty to 
that rare felicity, as to be without apprehenfion of danger at 
home, or from aabroad, and without any ambition of taking 
from his neighbours what they arc poflbncd of ; himfelf would 
never difband this army ; an arifiy, whofe order and difei- 
pline, whofe fobriety and manners, whofe courage and fiic- 
cefs, hath made it famous and terrible over the world ;• an 
army of which the King, and his two royal brothers, may 
fay, as the noble Grecian faid of JEneas ; 

— * — Stetimus tela^afpera contra^ 

Contulimufque manus : experto cr^dlte^ quantus 
In clypeum qffurgat^ quo U^riine torqueat huftam. 

They have all three, in feveral countries, found ibcmfclvcs 
engaged, in the midfl of thefe troops, in the heat and rage of 
battle ; and if any common foldier (as, no doubt, many may) 
will demand the old Romans’ privilege for having encountered 
princes Angle, upon my confcicnce, he will find both favour 
and preferment. They hav« all three obferved the diicipline, 
and felt, and admired, and loved, the courage of this army, 
when they were the worfe for it : and I have fecn them, in a 
feafon, when there was little^fe of comfort in their view'^, 
refrefli themfclves with joy, thal^the Englilh had done the 
great work ; the Englifh had got ; and then plcalc 

themfelves with the imagination, whatNvonders they fhould 
perform in the head of fuch an army. And therefore, when 
his Majefty is fo entirely poifefted of the.afteflion and obe- 
dience of this army, and when k hath merited fo much from 

B. 4 him, 
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film, can it be believed, or imagined, that he can, ivithout 
Ibme regret, part with them i 

No, my Lords and Gentlemen ; he wilF never part with 
them : and the only fiire way to part with them, is to difband 
them. Should it be otherwife, they muft be expofed to the 
daily importunity of his great neighbours and allies : and how 
could he refufe to lend them his troops, cf which he hath no 
Ijfehimfelf? « , ^ 

His MajcRy knows they are too good ii-ngliflimen, to wifti 
"diat a {landing army fhould be kept iinin the bowels of their 
own country : that they who but hi bmlo pach gcr ere negohum^ 
and whp, whilfl an army, lived liketood hufbandmen in the 
country, and good citizens in the city^ill now become really 
fuch ; and take delight irt the benel^t of tnat peace they have 
fd honeflly and fo wonderfully brought tp pafs. 

The King will part with them, as t\ft moft indulgent pa- 
rents pvt with their children, for their education and for their 
preferment : will p»efer them to diftanding, and prefer 

tfiem by difbanding : and will always retain fuch a kindnefs 
for them, and fuch a memory of the fcrvicc they have dono 
him, that both officers and foldiers, after they arc dilbanded, 
jfhall always find fuch countenance, favour, and reward, from 
his Majefly, tliat he doubts not but, •if he flioiild have occa- 
fion to ufc their fervice, they will again refort to him, with 
th^ fame alacrii)t as if they had ncvjr been difbanded • and if 
there be any fo ill amongft them (as there can be but very 
few, if any) who will forfeit that favour and protc^lion they 
may have from him, by any witbft&nding his Majefty's com- 
mands, and the full and declared fenfe of the kingdom, his 
Majefty is confident they wilt be as odious to their companions, 
as they can be to any other honeft men. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

1 am, in the next place, by the King’s command, to put 
you in mind of the a6l of indemnity : not of any grants, or 
conceflfons, or releafes, he made to you in that a£l ; I have 
nothing of that in charge ; no prince hath fo excellent a me- 
mory, to forget the favours he docs : but of w hat he hath 
done againft you in that aft * »how you may be undone by that 
aft, if you are not very^ .ireful to perform the obligations he 
hath laid upon yofi L, it.' The claufc I am to put you in mind 
of, is this : ‘‘ Ancf to the intent and purpofe, that all names 
and terms of diftinftion may be likewife put into utter obli- 
vion, Be it further cnafted, by the authority aforefaid, That 
if any perfon or perfons, within the fpace of three years next 

• ’ \ enfuing, 
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enfuing, fliall prefume# malicioiifly to call, orallcdge, drob^ 
jed, againft any other perfon or perfons, any name or names, 
or other words bt‘ reproach, any way tending to revive the 
memory of the late differences, or the occahon thereof ; that 
then every fiich perfon, fo, as aforefaid, offending, fhall forfeit, 
&c.” It is no matter for the penalty ; it is too cheap a one: 
the King wilhes i\ had been greater; and therefore i\ath, by 
his juft prerogative^ 'and it is well.fo# us he hath fuch a pre* 
rogative^ added ano'^er penalty, more infup^fbrtable, even 
his high difpleafure, |sgainfl ail who fliall Iwerve from thir' ‘ 
claufe in the adt. 

Give me leave to tclfiyou, that, as any name or/nti«e<rf'of*^ 
other words of rcproaclV are exprefsly againft U^dlettcr, and 
punilhablc accordingly ;,jJfo evil and*envious lookJs, murmuring ' 
and difeontented hearts, are as diredlly againft the equity of 
this ftatute ; a dirdtt breach of the adl of indemnity, and 
ought to be puni filed too ; and, I believe, the^ mby be fo* 
You know Kings arc, in fome fenfe, tailed gods ; and fo they 
may, in fome degree, be able to look into men’s hearts ; and 
God hath given us a King, who can look as far into men’s 
hearts as any prince alive ; and he hath great fkill in phyfiogl 
nomy too. You would vvoflder what calculations he hath 
made from thence ; and, no.doubt, if he be provoked, by evil 
looks, to make a farther inquiry into men’s hearts, and finds 
thofe corrupted with the jaflions of envy aniuncliuritablenefs, 
lie will never chufe thofe hearts to trull and rely upon. 

He hath given us a noble and princely example, by opening 
and ftrctching hjs arms fo all who are worthy to be his fub- 
jedls, worthy to be thought Englillmien ; by extending his 
heart, with a pious and a grateftl joy, to find all his fubjcdls 
at once in his arms, and himfclf in theirs : and fhall we 
fold our arms towards one another, and contract our hearts 
with envy and malice to each other, by any fiiarp meipory of 
what hath been unneighbourly and unkmd»y done heretofore? 

What is this but to rebel againft the perfon of the King, 
againft the excellent examplcfand virtue of the King,* againft 
the known law of the land, this blclfed adl of oblivion ? 

My Lords and Gentleinen,«t>^ 

The King is a fiiltor to you ; it his fuit very hear- 

tily, that you will join with him in rellD^g the whole nation 
to its primitive temper and integrity, to ifs old good mannersi 
its old good-humour, and its old good -nature ; good-nature! 
a virtue fo peculiar to you, fo appropriated to God Almighty, 
to this nation, that it can be tranfl'Ulcd into no other lanpagcj 
hardly pjadifed by any other •people: and that you will, by 
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your example, by the candour of ynwr converfation, by youf 
precepts, and by yonr prafticc, and by all your interefts, teach 
your neighbours, and your triends, Itovv to pa^ a full obedience 
to this claufc of the ftatute, how to learn this excellent art 
of forgetfiilncfs. Let them remember, and let us all remem- 
ber, how ungrav'jou';, how indecent, how ugly, the infolence, 
the fiercenefs, the brutiHinefs, of their j^iemies appeared to 
them ; and we may piifnlly and rcafonabl/ believe, that C -od’s 
indignation d^ainll them, ior'thtir\ afit of bowels, for their 
^lot being Englilhmen, ffor they had t'Jh hearts ot pagans and 
infidel ) lent a vJiirlwind in a incn^nt to blow them out of 
tfife * that is, out of a capacity to do more mifehief in 

the world ;\e'<cept we* pradife thei/' vices, and do that oiir- 
felvcs, which V:e pretend to detelt theijn for. 1-ct ns not be too 
much afliamed, as if what hath been done amifs proceeded irom 
the humour, and the temper, and the nafure of our nation. 

The^'&llr^^ogers have made us a fair excufe ^ and truly, I 
hope, a true one ; all nhe motions of ihefe laft twenty years 
Jiave been unnatural, and have proceeded from the evil in- 
fluence of a malignant (lar ; and let us not too much defpife 
the influence of the fiars : and the fame afttologers alfure us^ 
that the malignity of thaj Harris expired ; the good genius of 
this kingdom is become fuperior, und hath maftered that 
malignity ; and our own gocnl old liars govern us again : and 
their influence i: fo llrong, that, jvith our help, they will 
repair in a year, what hath been decaying in tw'enty ; and 
they ordy lhall have no excufe from the Itar, who continue 
their malignity, and own all the ill that is part to be their 
own, by conuiming ant> improving it for the time to come. 

If any body here, or aii)^ where elfc, be too much exalted 
with what he liath done, or what he hath fuffered, and 
from thence thinks himfelf 'warranted to reproach others, 
let him rerneuiber the llory of Nicephoriis : it is an ex- 
cellent llory, and very applicable to fuch dillcmpers : he was a 
pious and religious man ; and for his piety and religion 
was condemned to the fire. When he was led to execution, 
and when an old friend, who had done him injury enough, fell 
at his feet, and alked bis pardon, the poor man was fo elated 
with the triumph he was unto, with the glory of mar- 

tyrdom, that he rctii^r^^to be reconciled unto him : upon 
which he was dffttjfuiritcd of his end ; and, for this uncha- 
ritablcncfs, the Spirit of God immediately forfook him, and 
he apollaiifed from the faith. Let all thofe who are too proud 
of having been, as they think, Icfs faulty than other men, 
and fo are unwilling to I5e reconciled to thofe w' ho have of- 
fended, take heed of the apollacy of Nicephorusi and that 

thofe 
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thofe fumes of envy, rfnd uncharitablenefs, and murmuring, 
do not fo far transport and intoxicate them, that they fall into 
thofe very crimes they value ihemfelves for having hitherto de- 
clined. 

But, my Lords and Gentlemen, ^ 

Whilft we confp>se together to execute faithfully this part of 
the bill, to put alP^old names and. tAms of diftinSion into 
utter oblivion; let us'iot find new names and terms to keep up 
the fame, or a worfe tjiftindlion. If the old reproaches of Ca-' 
valier, and RdimdheacJ^ and Malignant, be committed to the 
grave, let us not find mc^*e figiiificant and better vvor^ iV fignifjr i 
worfe things : let^ not jViety and godlinefs grow^to terms of 
reproach, and dirtinguif)/ between tlfe court, an J the city, and ' 
the country ; and let »ot piety and godlinefs be meafured by a 
morolity in manners* an afFe£laiion of gellurc, a new mode and 
tone of fpeaking: at leaft,^lct our conftituiiot)/ ihd com- 
plexions make us be thought of a contiwry party ; and, becaufe 
we have not aftccfled auflerity in our looks, that we have not^ 
piety in our hearts. Very merry men have been very godfy 
men ; and, if a good confciencc be a continual feaft, there js 
no reafon but men may be ver/ merry at it. 

You, Mr. Speaker, have this day made a noblc'prefent to the 
King : do you think, that, if you, and your worthy compa- 
nions, had brought it up^ with folded arms^ downcaft looKS, 
With fighs, and other in fiances of dcfpciation, it would not 
have been a very melancholy prefent ? Have not your frank and 
dutiful exprellions, that cHeerfulnefs and vivacity in your looks, 
rendered it much more acceptable, much more valuable ? 

No prince in Cliriftcndom lov^s a cheerful giver, fo well as 
God Almighty docs ; and he, of all gifts, a cheerful heart : 
and therefore, I pray, let not a cloudy and difconfolate face be 
the only, or the bell, 'lign of piety and devotion in the heart. 
I muft alk you pardon for mifplacing much of this difeourfe; 
which I fhould have mentioned, when 1 came to fpcak .of the 
minificr*s bill : they, I hope,* will endeavour to remote thefe 
new marks of diftinflion and reproaches, and keep their audi- 
tories from being impofed upon by fuch charaders and deferip- 
tions. The King hath paffed very willingly, and done 

much to the end of this ad before ; ' /et hath willingly admitted 
you to be fharers and partners with hfm*)^’rffe obligation.' 

I may fay confidently, his Majefty hath tiever denied his con- 
firmation to any man in pollbffion, who hath alked it ; and they 
have all had theeffed of it, except fuch who, upon examina- 
tion and inquiry, appear not worthy of it; and fuch who, 
though they are pardoned, cannot yet think themfelves worthy 

to 
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to be preferred. His Majefty well knrows, that, by this aflr, 
he hath gratified and obliged many worthy and pious men^ who 
have contributed much to his reftoration, and who (hall always 
receive frelh evidence of his Majefty’s favour and kindnei's; 
but he is not fure, that lie may not likewife have gratified fomc 
who did <neither contribute to his coiiKiig in, nor are yet glad 
that he is in. • / 

How comes it elfe to^afs, that herccei/cs fuch frequent in- 
formation of Seditious fermons in the cip, and in the country ; 
^n which all indnilry is iifcd, to alicniA the afFe£lions of the 
people, and to infufe jcaloufics into thc^i of the King, and his 
? i 

They talKi of introducing popery,/of evil coiinfellors, and 
fuch other ol^calumnies are pardoned by this adl of indem- 
nity. • 

His Maicfty told you, v/hen he was laM here, what rigour 
and fcvdtil^ic will hereafter ufe, how contrary •foe ver it is to 
his nature, in ihcfe cafes; ai\d conjured you, my Lords and 
Jjcnllemen, to concur with him in tiiis juft and ncccflary feve- 
nly : which, I am fure, you will do wdth your utmoft vigi- 
lance ; and that you will believe, that toomuth ill cannot befal 
thofe who do the belt they^canfo corrupt his Majefty's nature, 
and to extinguifh his mercy. 


' My Lords apd Gentlemen, 

I told you, I w'as to acquaint you with fomc things his Ma- 
jclly intends to do during this recefs ; that you may fee, he will 
give no intermiffion to his own thoughts for the public good, 
though for a time he difpenfes with your afliftance. 

He doth confidcr the infinite importance the improvement of 
trade muft be to this kingdom ; and therefore his MajeRy in- 
tends forthwith to edablilh a council of Trade, con lifting of 
fome principal merchants of the feveral companies ; to which 
he will add fome gentlemen of quality and experience ; and, 
for their greater honour and encouragement, fome of my Lords 
of hist)wn privy council. • 

In the next place, his Majefly hopes, that, by a well-fettled 
p' see, and God’s great blclling upon him and you, this nation 
will, in a Ihort lime, flourijlf^to that degree that the land of Ca- 
naan did, when Efau it ncceftary to part from his bro- 

ther ; for tiKir ritt^^were more than that they might dwell to- 
gether ; and rhe larfti, wherein they were, could not bear them^ 
becanfe of thtir cattle. 


/ . Wc have been oui feivcs very near this pinnacle of happinefs; 
ijahd the hope and contempl&aon, that we may be fo again, dif- 
^pofes the King to be very folu'iious for the improvement and 
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profperity of his plantarions abroad ; where there is fuch large 
room for theindiiltry and reception of fiich who (hali defire to 
go thither : and therefore his Majefty likewife intends to ert dt 
and eftablifh a council for thofe plantations ; in which pen'ons 
well qualified will be wholly intent upon the good and advance* 
ment of tliofe plantations. 

There arc two otfaer particulars, which I am commanded to 
mention, which wery both mentione^l a>id recommended to you 
by his Majefty, in hisyleclaration from Breda : the one for the 
confirmation of falcs, ;or other recoinpenfe for purchafers; thtyT 
ether, for compoiing taofe d.fferences and diftenipers in reli- 
gion, which have loo much diliurbed the peace of^tb'* , 

dom: two very weighty particulars! in which yh'is Majelly 
knows you have fpent n) ich time ; 'hnd concerring w hich, he ' 
iliodld have heard from you before this time^ if you had not 
met with great diiiiculties in the difquifition of either. For the 
firft, his Majefty hath not been w iihout much thoi^^ftvipon the 
argument, and hath done mncli to»vards the accoOimodaiion of 
many panicular perfons: and you lhall not be at your jour- 
ney’s end, before his Majelly will put thatbulincfs conctrni'ftg 
fales, into fiich a way of dirpatch, that he doubts not you .vljl 
find a g< od prt'gicfs miiJc in h, before your coming i' .ther 
again: and^ 1 believe, the pcrfoiis concerned will be ver^ i.i?ch 
to blame, if t}K.‘y receive not gO'/d fiiisfadlion ; and hj of 
you, who ftay ill town, ftull be advifed and -ponfultccl v d/iii 
that fcttlcment. 

The other,' of religion, is a fad argument indeed : 5; Is a con- 
fideration, that muft make every religious heart lo bleed, to fee 
religion, whicii ihould We tlic (Irongcft obligation, and cement 
of aftevftion and brotherly kindnefi ai d compallion, made now, 
by the pervcife wranglingsof pafiionalc and froward men, the 
ground of ail aniuuduv, haired, malice, and revenge; and 
this unriily and unmanly palfion, (v^ldcli, no c.ucftion, the Di- 
\ineN.uiiic cxccjclipgly abhwFrs) fometimes, and, I fear, too 
frequently, trapfjioris tlicfe who aie in the right, as well as 
thofe whoc,. >«; '’-ci’cg. .? :d leaves the latter more ^xcufe- 
able than the former, when men who find their manners and 
tlifpofilions very conformable in all the nccelfary obligations of 
human paturc, avoid one another • convcrfaiion, and grow firft 
unfociabic, and then uncharitable, i. ' ca.h oilier, bccaiife one 
cannot think as the other doth: ancf t?ar**^fhis reparation we 
entitle God to the patronage of, and concernment in our fan- 
cies and dillin^lion i and purely for his fake, hate one another 
heartily. It was not fo of old, when one of the moft ancient , 
fathers of the church tells us, . that dove and charity were fo fig- 
nal and eminent in the primitive chriftians, that it even drew 
* admirauon 
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admiration and envy from their advcrfa|ics ; Vide^ inquiunt^ ut 
invicem fe diiiganu I'heir adverfaries, in that in which they 
moft agreed, in their very profeculion of thefn, had their paf- 
fions and aniinofities aniongrt thcmfelves : they were only chriC- 
tians thatlovcdy and chciiihcd, and comforted, and were ready 
to die for (me another. Sfuid nunc Hit, d'lccrcnt Chriftiani Jl 
nojlra viderent tempora ? fays the inoopipar^lc Grotius. How 
would they look upon q^ir (harp and virulc/it contentions in the 
debates of tlu^chriltian religion, and the.Hloody wars that have 
proceeded from thofe contentions, whilji every one pretended 
to all the marks which are to attend upon the true church ; 

that which is infcparable from it, charity to one 

another ? ^ 


My Lorcls- and Gentlemen, 

This difquifition hath ccH: the King npany a figh, many a 
fad homy vhen he hath confidered the almolt irreparable re- 
proach thel\)tcfl:ant rcligmn hath undergone, from thedivifions 
anddiftra£lions which have been fo notorious within this king- 
"'dflun* What pains he hath taken to compofc them, after feve- 
ral difeourfes wdlh learned and pious men of. different perfua- 
lions, you will lliortly fee by a dt‘claraiion he will publiih upon 
that occafion : by wliicb will fee his great indulgence to 
thofe who can lia\c any pretenfion from confcicftce to differ 
with their bretlircn : and, I hope, God will fo blefs the can- 
dour of his Maje^Ty, in the condcfcSnilons he makes, that the 
Church, as well as the Stale, will return to that unity and 
unanimity, w'hicii w ill make both King and People as happy 
as they can hope to be tliis world. 


My Lords and Gcnllciifen, 

I (hall conclude with the King’s hearty thanks to yon, not 
only for what you ha^e done low'ards liim, which liatli bccu 
very fignal, but for wliat jou have done towards each other, 
for the excellent corrclpondcnc'c you have maintained, for the 
very fc^afonablc deference and condcrcenfion you have had for 
each other ; which >\ill rviiore Parliaments to tlie veneration 
they ought to have: anil, (ince his Majefty knows that you all 
deiire to pleafe him (you ha^*, given him ample evidence that 
you do ;) fo he hath appoii>fffl me to give you a furc receipt to 
attain that good e^nduJ^is a receipt of his own preferibing, 
and therefore is lui^Unkc to fail : be but pleafed yoiirfclves, and 
perfuade others to be fo; conirlvc all the ways imaginable for 
your own happinefs, and you will make him the bcfl pleafed, 
and the moft happy prince in the world. 


The 
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Speech of the Speahf of the Houfe of Commons to the Kln^^ 
Sept, 13, ,1660, the Day of their Adjournment, 


Moft Gracious and Royal Sovereign, 

^^OUR Commons, the knights, citizens, and burgelTcs, have 
commanded me to prefent your Majcliy with the facrifices 
of their hearts, molWuiinWe thanks for their often and fr.cquont 
admiflions unto your royal prefence, .aitJ lor the freedom you 
have been plcafcd to allow them, upon all (JCcafions, of 
making their wants and defires known unto your Majcfty. 


Sir, 

This royal favour, and fatherly kindnefs, unto your p'topic, 
hath naturalized t}i|;ir affedions toyqpr perfon, and their obc* 
dience to your precepts : and as it is their duty, fo it is their 
defires, to manifeil a^icf evidence the truth and reality thereof, 
by fupporting and upholding that grandeur and fplcrd^r which 
is due to the Majefty of fo meritorious a prince, ^s'you your* 
felt : and therefore they have rcfolved, ^una JiatUy ct neminecon-- 
tradicente^ to make up your royal Majelty’s condant and ordi- 
nary revenue, twelve hundred thoufand pounds per annum. 

But finding, as to fomepart of the fettlement of that revenue^ 
that there will be a neccllity of making ufe of the legiilativc 
power; and that the bills, already brought into the Houfe for 
that purpofe, cannot pollibly be perfected, difpatchcd, 
made ready for your royal alfent, until the hext meeting of 
your Houfes of Parliament again ; therefore they have taken 
into their confideration your Majcfty *s prefent fupply : and, 
firft, how to raife it in the moft expeditions way. to anfwer 
your Majcfty \s prefent occafionsj arfd, then, how to lay it, 
■with the moft cafe and equality, upon your people : and, at 
laft, wrapped up their aftedions to your Majcliy, and the truft 
repofed in them by tlic people, in one of thefe bills here in my 
hand, entituleci, An Adt for the fpeedy Raifing of One hun- 
dred thoufand Pounds, for the prefent fiipply of your Majefty, 
to be levied by way of land rate, within the fpacc of one 
month, to begin the twenty-ninth of this iiiftant September, 
and to be paid into your Majefty ’s Exchequer before the end of 
Odober following. ^ 

Sir, 

They have likewife pafled another l.in,,,)\dth rules and in- 
ftrudions, to empower and di'red your commiftioners, how, 
and in what manner, to difband your army and garrifons, and 
to pay off fome part of your fleet, and to begin with thofe fhips 
now in harbour: but, not knowing for certain, what the 
upo i LtliP pol l bilL j|g^d(^gncd for that purpofe. 
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will be fufficient fully to defray that charge ; and being unwil* 
ling that any thing ihould be wanting, on their parts, tb peff- 
fe£l and complete fo good a work, fo acceptable to your Ma- 
jefty, and fo grateful to all your people; they have palled 
another a£h for raifing one hundred and forty thoufand pounds, 
feventy thoufand pounds per rnenfem, to begin the firilof No- 
vmber, and to be paid to your Mnjcfty’^ trtafurers, in that 
bill nominated and appointed, before the twenty -fifth day of 
December next enfuing : both which bills I am commanded, 
an the name of your Comirions, humbly to prefent your 
Majefty withal ; and to pray your gracious acceptance thereof, 
and your royal affent thereunto. 

There arc other bills likewife, which w'ait and allcrul for' 
yoqr royal affent; one eutituled, An^'Acl for regulating llie 
Bay ; whi<'h is the only way to lu:cp up the credit of 

that, whf?)'^ai this lime i^s in fome danger to be loll. When the 
credit of trade begins t6 decline, the trade itfclf decays with it, 
and is never long-lived after it. 

Sir, 

Many thoufands of your ppple depend whelly upon that 
trade for their live lihoed, ^and luitenancc of them and their fa- 
milies : and as the lofs of that trade would be a great damage 
i:nto your people, fo your Majclly v/ould Ukewife find the lofs 
of it in your cuffoms ; for that comftiodity hath ils vent in Spain 
and Portugal, from whence wc have always rich and quick re- 
turns: and to prevent the lofs of both, both prince and people, 
that bill is humbly tendered to your Majefty. 

Sir, « 

There is another bill, entiiulcd. An A6l for encouraging and 
increafing Shipping and Navigation : which will enable your 
Maiefty to give the law to foreign princes, abroad, as your 
royal predcccftbrs have done before you : and it is the only way 
to enlarge your Majefty ’s dominions all over the world ; for, 
fo long asyour Majefty is maftor at Tea, your merchants will be 
Welcome wherever they come ; and tliat it is the eafieft way of 
conquering, and the chiefeft way of making whatfoever is, 
theirs : and when it is ours, ^/our Majefty cannot want it. 

There is anoditT bill, eiititulcd. An Afl for reftoring fome 
into thefr Places, out of which they have been long 
hndyiiijuriouUy ejefted and expofed; and for the confirming 
ethers in vacant places. Crazy titles heed your Majefty ’slid p, 
as much as crazy bodies need the help of phyficians : and what 
your Majefty hath alr^j^djydjne, m that 
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beiit, and what you are how about to do, and what you have 
ever exprelTed yo^ur readinefs, if we could be as ready to re- - 
ccivc, as your Majefty is to give/ we hope to vanilh and banilh 
all fears and jealouftes out of men’s minds for the future ; 
and teach them how, with much confidence and contentednefs, 
to reft, and wholly rely iipon yoiir Majefty’s grace and gobd- 
nefs, for what may be thought further neceiiary to be done 
hereafter, w^hen a fitting opportunity ^lall be offered, at the 
next meeting of your Houfes of Parliament. 

Royal Sir, 

Wc humbly beg your pardon for making thus bold with your 
patience ; and therefore, to preteimit, and pafs over, feme 
other fijch bills, v^hich are not of fpeh public concernment as 
thofe I have already mentioned, w^e moft humbly crave your 
Majefty’s favour anjj ftave to conclude all oiir work, at this 
time, With that which is our delight, as w^ell as ww: duty, to 
pray for your Majefty’s long life, and happy, blelj'^rf, and prof- 
perous reign over us. 


Speech by the Speaier of the Houfe ef CofnmonSy December 29, 
“ i66o.’» 

Moft Gracious and Djead Sovereign* 

knights, citizens, and burgefles, now aflemblcd in Par«» 
^ liament, being the reprefentative body of your Commons 
of England, are as conduit pipes, or quills, to convey the 
ftreams of your people’s dutiful affedMons and humble defire’s 
into your royal prefence ; and, that being done, they need no 
other fpeaker but yourfelf ; for they know your (kill, and they 
have had experience of your will. And yet, Royal Sir, though 
they have nocaufe to complain, they cannot but take notice of 
your partiality ; for, when any thing in point of right, or hut 
conveniency, hath fallen out to be, as we ufe to fay, a mea- 
furing caft, a difputable cafe befwccn yourfelf and your people, 
without any regard or refpeft had unto your own right, or the 
advantage that might accrue to*yourfelf by afterting the fan^e^ 
if the good of your people hath^come in competition with it, 
you have always caft it againft yourfelf, and given it in on your 
people’s fide. 

Royal Sir, thus to undo yourfelf, to do your people good, is 
not to do as you would be done unto. And what can we 
lefs, than, by way of S gtateful retribution, cheerfully to pay 


♦ This Speech is copied froiT^"ty&6|gW[jV Journals, p. *33. 
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J^out Majefty the juft tribute of our dutiful obedience unto all 
^ your royal commands \ and upon all occafions readily to facri- 
fice fi et Jua^ all that wc have or enjoy, liveland fortunes, in 
the fervice of fuch an incomparable fovereign? 

But, Royal Sir, it becomes not me to fill your Majefty’s ears 
with air. Loquerc ut u vidcam^ is the only rhetoric the people 
ought to ufe to fiich a king of kindnefs, and a prince fo full of 
good works \ and tharefore, as I am commanded, I muft 
huiiibly afliii^ your Mojefly, that the many healing expedients 
propounded by yourfelf, in your feveral moft gracious declara- 
tions, have been the fiibjed-matter upon which your Com- 
mons have wrought all this Parliament: and, in the firft place, 
they took into confideration the great and growing charges 
,which then lay upon your^eople, for the pdy of your army and 
navy: and they conceived it neceflaryio begin with that part 
thereof next at hand, v/herein your pcopte would receive the 
moft eafeji^.d the greateft fecurity and fatisfaftion ; which w^as, 
the difbandirfg your Majefty’s forces by land, and the paying 
off five and twenty of your fhips then in the harbour, and of no 
ufe: and this led them to the confideration of fuch ways and 
means as were to be ufed to raife monies for that purpofc. And 
that for poll money being^ propounded and pafled, fome w^ere 
of opinion, that that alone w^ould have overdone the work ; 
others, having had experience of a former bill of the fame na- 
ture, and upon4he like occafion, jjparing it might not anfwcr 
expedalion, and being unwilling to be deceived a fecond time, 
tfpecially in fuch a bulinefs as this, wher^Jin a miftake was like 
to prove fo penal, moved for a further fupply, which after fomc 
debate, was agreed up®n, of a two months afleflinent, at fc- 
\enty ihoul’and pounds a mdnth ; and both have not yet fully 
done the work for which they were defigned. But, with the 
help of tvv'o other bills here in my hand, the one entituled. 

An Ad for the levying of the Arrears of the Twelve 
Months Aflelfinent commencing the Four and Twentieth of 
June, One riioufand Six Hundred Fifty and Nine, and the 
Six* Months A (Icfiment commrticing the Five and Twentieth 
ol December, One Thoufand Six Hundred and Fifty* Nine,** 
and the other entituled, ^ Ad for the further fupplying 
and explaining certain Defe£fs inan Ad for the fpeedy Provi- 
vifion of McMiey, for difbanding and paying off the Forces of 
this Kingdom bdfli by Land and Sea,** they hope this accompt 
W'ill be fully cleared off at laft. 

Sir, \o ir Commons have Hkewife taken into their confide- 
ralions the charge of your fummer fleet ; which, befides that 

* DeeflJn Originali. 


part 



( J9 ) 

part thereof your Majejly is plcafcd to take upon yourfelf for 
your ordinary guard of the feas, will amount unfo a very great 
film* And as it is a great debt, fu it is a.growii.g debt ; in a' 
few months it doubles. There is a faying, cito dat^ bis 
dat. 1 am fure, *tis moft true in this cafe, ^i cito folvity bis 
folvit. To pay this debt readily, is the way to pay it but once ; 
and to take time to pay jt, is the fure way to pay it twice. 
And therefore your Commons, laying iifide the fad thoughts of 
their long fufferings, and thofe mifefabre devaflatipns and pref- 
fures they have lain under for many years laft part, and looking 
upon the neceffity of affairs, which call importunately, and 
muft be anfwered effeftualfy, have paflTed another bill, here in 
my hand, entituled, An Aft for Six Months Alfeffment, at 
Seventy Thou fand Pounds per Menfem, to begin the Firft of 
January, and to be p^id in, the One Moiety thereof before 
the Firft of February, and the other Moiety, being the re- 
maining Part, by the Firft of April next enfuing^^j*' which is 
to be applied wholly to the paying off the arrears ot your Ma- 
jefty’s navy and armyi? 

I have three other bills in my hand, which have relation to 
your Majefty’s revenue, and the branches thereof ; the one en- 
titled, An Aft for the better ordering the felling of Wines 
by Retail ; and for prej^enting Abftfes in the mingling, cor- 
rupting, and vitiating of Wines, and for fettling and limiting 
the Prices of the fame and this bill is tendered unto yo«r 
Majcfty, for preventing afl future difputes touching the legality 
thereof ; for we knd\v it is your Majcfty 's defire, that nothing 
might be done, by any of your officers or minifters that aft 
under you, figura juftitice, et warranto legis. Another is 
entituled, An Aft for erefting and eftabliffiing a Poft-office 
and this, being Ijkcwife legally fettled, will be of very great 
ufe to all your Majefty’s people, and efpecially your mer- 
chants, for holding intelligence with their correfpondents, fac- 
tors, and agents, in foreign parts, Litera funt indices animi ; 
and without the fafe and fpeedy difpatch and conveyance of 
their letters, they will never b» able to time their bufinefs, jtor 
carry on their trades to an equal advantage with the merchants 
of other countries. The qtlier bill provides for the increafing 
your Majefty’s ordinary and coTfftant revenue, by the graht of 
an impoft, to ,bc taken upon ale, beer, and other beverages 
therein particularly mentioned and exprefle^ to hold to your 
Majefty for life, which God long continue. And as it is the 
defire of your Commons that your Majefty might never be ne- 
ceffitated to refort to aiiy extraordinary or unparliamentary ways 
aftd means for the raifnigof money ^pon your people ; fo they 
likewife acknowledge it to be thpir duties, to fupport a.nd up- 
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hold, to the utmoft of their power?, the honour and grandeur 

of your Majefty’s royal ftate and dignity . ^ , r 

And, for a further evidence of your Commons dutiful af- 
feaions to your Majefty’s moft dear and royal perfon, they 
have prayed another bill, for the raifing of feventy thoufand 
pounds for your Majelly’s further fupply ; all which bills I am 
commanded humbly to prefent youf Majefty withal, and to 
pray your gracious acetptante thereof, and your royal aflent 
thereunto. ' ^ ' 

There are other bills likewife of public concernment, which 
have paired both Houfes, and do now attend upon your Ma- 
jefty, waiting for your royal aflent. The one is entituled, 

An A 61 for the Attainder of feveral Perfons, guilty of the 
horrid Miirdtr of His lale^acred Majefty, Vour Royal Father, 
of cver-bleflcd Memory.*’ There is another aft, entituled, 

An Adi for ConnrmJition of Leafes anfl Grants from Col- 
leges and This will tend much to the quieting of 

many men’s ^ftates, that fn the late unhappy times were en- 
forced to renew and change their eftates much for the worfe, 
were it not for the favour your Majefty intends them in this bill. 

There is another bill to prohibit the exportation of wool, 
wool fells, fullers earth, 0 |j any*otl\er fcouring earths, woollen 
manufaftures, befides the duties they pay your Majefty for 
your cuftoms here at home, have great impolitions laid upon 
tliem in foreign «p.iris where they ^re vended : in the Low 
Countries, (ixtecn or feventeen per cent, and in Portugal 
twenty per ceftt. at the Icaft. But thofe, who for their own 
private bafe, filthy lucre’s fake, having no regard or refpeft; 
unto the public good, fhat fteal over the materials of which 
thofe manufaftures ire made* pay not one penny here or there; 
and by that means ftrangers do make thofe manufaftures of our 
wool upon fuch eafy terms, that they can afford and *do under- 
fell your merchants ; which is the occafion of a double lofsj 
tifft, to your Majefty in your cuftoms ; and, in the next place, 
to your people ; who are thereby diflieartened and difeouraged, 
andin^ lliort time, if not pr^ented, will be utterly beaten 
out of that ancient native ftaple trade, upon which many thou- 
faiids of tainilies do wholly degend^for all their livelihood and 
fubfjftence. 

There k another bill, entituled, ** An Aft for prohibiting the 
pla.nting, fetting, Vt fowing of tobacco in England and Ireland.'^ 
This climate is fo cold, that it never comes to any maturity or 
perfeftion ; for we find by experience, though it be never fo 
well healed, made up with the greateft art and fkill that * pop> 
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Cbly can yet it is impoffiblc, after it is made up into the roll, 
to keep it, and preferve it from putrefying, above three or 
four months at the moft ; and thcrefote phyficians, even thofe 
that love it beft and ufe it mgft, conclude generally, that it is 
unwholefome for men*s bodies. Bcfides, many other great da* 
mages and inconveniences will follow upon it, if it Ihould be 

S ermitted : the abatement of your Majefty’s cuftom ; the de- 
rui^ion of your plantations abrobd \ ^he difcour^ng of na* 
vigation ; and fo confequenfly the decay of (hippilf^ which arc 
the walls and bulwarks of your Majefty's kingdom. 

There is another bill, entituled, An A£l for the taking away 
the Court of Wards ^nd Liveries, together with Tenures in 
Capitigf Knights JService Tenures, and Purveyances.” 1 his 
bill, cx re nata, may properly be called, a bill of exchange ; 
for, as care is therein tfcken for the eafe of your people, fo the 
fupply of that part of your Majefty’s revenue which formerly 
came into your treafury, by your tenures, and for your purvey- 
ances, is thereby likewife fully provided for, b/ the grant of 
another iinpofition, to be taken upon ale, beer, and other li- 
quors, to hold to your Majefty, your heirs and fucceflbrs, for 
ever : and that they (hould not' look upon the confiderations 
mentioned in this bill as a fulf conjpenfation and rccompenfe 
for your Majefty’s partiil^ with two fuch royal prerogatives and 
ancient flowers of your crown, if more were not iipplied than 
is exprefled. For, Royal Sir, your tenures capite are not 
only turned Into a tenure in foccage (though that alone will for 
ever give your Majefty a juft right and title to the labour of our 
ploughs, and the fweat of our brows,) but they are likewife 
turned into a tenure in corde. What your Majefty had before 
in your court of wards, you willlje fure to find it hereafter in 
the exchequer of your people’s hearts. The King of Spain's 
mines will fooner deceive him, than this revenue will fail you; 
for his mines have bottoms: but the deeper your Majefty finks 
yourfelf into the hearts and affeSions of your people, the 
greater you find your wealth to be, and the more invincible, 
your ftrength. * 

Royal Sir, we have nothing more to offer, or to alk: but miift 
conclude all our work this Parliament with an humble and thank- 
ful acknowledgment of God’s infinite goodneljLand mercy, in 
reftoring you/ Majefty to your royal and imperial crown, 
throne, and dignity \ and for making you ttfe reftorer of that 
which is dearer unto us than our lives, our religion ; in which, 
through God’s blefling and gracious afliftance, we., are rcfolved 
tq live and die ; as likewife for reftoring us to bur Magna 
Charta liberties, having taken thecliarge and care pf them into 
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your own heart, which is our greateft fecurity, and more than 
a thoiifand confirmationSf * ' ' * 

Royal Sir, you have denied us nothing we have alked this 
Parliament, ‘ Indeed you have outdone your Parliament, by 
doing much more for us than we could agree ainongft ourfelves 
to afk ; and therefore mud needs be q happy Parliament : this 
is a healing Parliament^; a rieconciling, peace-making Parlia- 
ment a Ko?ed Parliairient ; a Parliament, prater excellent 
tianii that may truly be called Parliamenujjimum rarliamenium^ 
No man can fay, that hath made the molt curious fearch into 
books or records, that there ever was fuch a Parliament as this: 
and it is our unfpeakable joy and comfort, that no man can 
fay, fo long as your Majefty lives, but we may have fuch ano- 
ther ; for you have fet your royal he^rt upon it, to do your 
people good. f 

Apd, as*we have nothing more to fay, fo we have nothing 
more to do, but that jvlfich will be a- doing as long as we 
have a being, the pouring out ourfelves unto Almighty 
God^ for your Majelly’s long, long, long, and moft happy, 
blelied, glorious, and profperous reign over us. 


Hh Maje/Iy^s Moji Gracious Specchy December 29, 1660, 

My Lords atid Gentlemen, 

T WILL not entertain you with a long difeourfe ; the fum 
^ of all I have to fay to you being but to give you thanks. 
And 1 aflure you I find jt a very difficult work to fatisfy my- 
felf in my own expreffion:^ of thofe thanks. Perfiin£lory 
thanks, ordinary thanks for ordinary civilities, are cafily given. 
But wfhen the heart is as full as mine is, it is a labour to thank 
you. You have taken great pains to oblige me ; and therefore 
it pannot be eafy,for me to exprefs the fenfe I have of it. 

I will enlarge no further upon this occafion than to tell you, 
That^when God brought me hiiiher, 1 brought with me an 
extraordinary affc< 3 ion and efteem for Parliaments. I nced^ 
not tell you how much it is improved by your carriage towaxds^ 
me. You have outdone all the* good and obliging aftsof your 
predeceflbrs towards the Crown ; and therefore you cannot but 
believe my l^arl»*is exceedingly enlarged with the acknow- 
ledgment. 

, Many former Parliaments have had particular denomina- 
tion$ from what they have done. They have been ftyled 
learned, and unlearned ; and fometimes have had worfe epi- 
thets. I pray, let us all refolve that this be for ever called, 
*f Tho healing and the blefled Parliament#’* " 

^ As 
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As I thank you, ihodkh not enough, for what yon have done ; 
fo 1 have not the leaft doubt, by the bleffing of God, but, 
when ^ fhall call the next Parliament, which I fhall do as 
foon as rcafonably you can expeft or defire, I (hall receive 
your thanks for what I have done fince I parted with you : 
for, I deal truly with you, I fhall not more propofe any one 
rule to myfplf in my *aflions and my councils than this, 

What is a Parliament like to of this ad^on, or this 
council ?’* And it fhall be want of under ftandingin me, if it 
will not bear that t0#f. 

I (hall copclud|(^vJith ^this, which I cannot fay too often, nor 
you too often wheffe you go. That, next to the miraculous 
bleffing of Go^ Almighty, and^ indeed as an immediate 
effeft of that bleffing, I do impute the good difpofition and fc- 
curity wc are all in^tS the happy Ad of Indemnity and Obli- 
vion ; that is the principal corner-ftone which fupports this 
excellent building, that creates kindnefs in us to each other ; 
and confidence is our joint and comnfon fecurity. You may 
be fure^ I will not only obferve it religioufly and inviolably 
myfelf, but alfo exad the obfervation of it from others. Aad 
if any perfon fliould ever have; the boldnefs to attempt to per- 
fuade me to the contrary, he wiU find fuch an acceptation 
from me, as he would have who would perfuade me to burn 
Magna Charta, cancel all fhc old laws, and to ered a new go- 
vernment after my own Hivention and appettie. 

There are many other particulars, which I will not truft my 
own memory with ; but will require the Chancellor to fay the 
reft to you. 

— .—a, — 


After his Majefty had done, the Lord Chancellor came from 
his place^ and kneeled down clofe by his Majefty’S chair ; 
and received his Majefty's diredions what to fay further* 
And being returned to his place, he faid as followeth : 


My Lords ; and you,® the Knights, Citizens, . 

gefles, of the Houfe of Commons, 
cannot be a greater manifeftation of an excellent 
temper,, and harmony of affedions throughout the nation, 
than that the King and his two Houfes of Parliament meet 
with the fame affedions and. cheerfulnefs, tlie fame alacrity in 
their countenance, at the diflblution, as when they met at the 
convention of Parliament. It is an unqucftionable evidence, 
that they are exceedingly fatisfied.in what they have done to- 
wards each other ; that they have very well done all the bufi- 
nefs the)j came about. This is now your cafe ; you have fo 
^ C4 well 
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well fatisfied your own confcicnces> thai you a^c furc you have 
fatisfied the King’s expedation> and his hop^, and the defires . 
and wiftes of the country. 

It was very juftly obferyed by you, Mr. Speaker, 'f That^ 
you have never aiked any one thing of the King, lyhich he 
bath not with all imaginable cheerfulnefs granted.” And, i\\ 
truth, his Majefty doth with great comfort acknovvledge,t that 
you have been fo far frowi denying him any thing he hath afked, 
that he hatfNiarce wiQie3 any thing that you have not granted. 

And it is no wonder that, having fo fully complied with your 
obligations, and having fo well cpmpqfed the minds of the na- 
tion, you are willing to be relieved from this extraordinary 
fatigue you have fubmitted fo long to, and to return to the con- 
fideration of your pwn particular affairs, 'frhich you have fq 
long facrificed to the .public. And th* reafonable wifh hath 
brought the King to comply with you; antf, which nothing elfe' 
could do, to part with you with an equal cheerfulnefs. And 
he makes no ck)ubt, but«afl fucceeding Parliaments' will pay 
you their thanks for all you have done ; and look upon your 
aflions, and your example, with all poflible approbation and 
fqverence. 

The King and you have giveA fuch earneft to each other of 
your muluil alfedlion, you have been ft exa£l and piinflual in 
your proceedings towards each other, that you have made nci 
promife, no profejfion to each other, of the making good and 
performing of which the world is not witnefs.. You declared, 
at the a ljoiirnincnt in September laft, your refoliuion to fettle 
a noble revenue on the Crown : you have done it with all the 
circumftances of aifedllon and prudence. The King promifed 
you t© eflablifli a council foi* trade, a council for the foreign 
plantations, a coinminion for compofing all difference upon 
falcs: all this he did before your coming together, and with 
very good effc(ft ; and you fhall hear that the proceedings ' in 
every one of them are more vigorous and tffcflual after your 
diirdhtion. His Majefty then promifed you, that he would 
his endeavours to conTpofe the unhappy differences / 
in matters ol religion, and to reflore the langui thing church to * 
peace, unity, and o dcr. Conftaniine himfelf hardly fpent-fq"^ 
mneh of his own time in private aud public conferences to that ' 
purpofe.' His Majefty in prjvate conferred with the learned 
men, and heard aM* that could be fajd upon fevcral opinions 
and interefts apart ; and then in the prefence of both parties, 
biiTifelf inodera ing in the debates fand lefs cate and diligence 
and authority would not have done the work.) And God hath 
fo bleffed his labour, and made his determinations in that affair 
fo generally agreeable, that he .hath received thanks from his 
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Poiafes of Parliament that is,, from the whole kingdom. If, 
after all this, his^Majefty doth not reap the full har\'€ft he ex- 
pefled from thofe condefcenfions ; if fomc men, by their 
writing, and by their preachings, endeavour to continue thefe 
breaches, and very ralhly, and 1 think unconfeientioufly, keep 
up the diftinftions, and publicly jnftify and maintain what hath 
heretofore been done amifs, and for which the A£l; of Indem- 
nity was the beft defence; I fli4l fsy no more,. than that I 
hope their want of modefty and obcSfcnce will them to 
be difclaimed by all pious and peaceable men, who caniipt but 
be weH contenmd to fee them reduced by law to the obedience 
they owe to law. And his Majefty is confident, that this his 
beloved city, towards which his heart is fo gracious, and fo full 
of princely defigifs to improve theft honour, their wealth, and 
their beauty, will difcountenance all thofe feditious defigns, 
and, by returning Snd fixing thcmfelves upon their good old 
foundations, make themfelves the great example of piety, of 
loyalty, and of hearty affeftion,’ to t1ie:,whole kingdom. 

This difeourfe puts me in mind to fay to you, that though 
the King wonders much more at the many great things you 
have done, than that you left any thing undone ; yet be coijld 
have wiflied, and would have been glad, that your othdt weighty 
affairs had given you time to have“ publifhed your opinion and 
advice in the bufinefs of the militia; that the people, after fo 
many difputes upon that^argument, might have difeerned fRat 
the King and his two Houfes of Parliament are as much of 
the fame mind in that as in all other things, as no doubt they 
are. But, fince that could not be done, you may all alTurc 
yourfelves, that the King will proceed therein wirh all imagin- 
able care and circumfpeflion, fof the eafe, and quiet, and fe- 
curity of his people. And as he did before laft recefs, by 
the unanimous advice of his privy council, ilTue out his com- 
millions of lieutenancy, for the fettling the militia in the feveral 
counties, to prevent any diforders which many apprehended 
might arife upon the dilbanding the army; fo he will now 
again recommend it to thci'hfelves, in fuch a poftur;. i^ mav ^ 
difappoint any feditious defigns which * are now on foot ; and 
cannot be too much circumfpcdlion and vigilance, to 
fru Urate thofe defigns. 

^pu havtf heard of many fufpefled and dangerous perfons 
tyhich have t been lately clapped up ; and*it was high time to 
look about. His Majefty hath fjtent many hours himfelf in 
the examination of this bufinefs ; and fome of the principal 
pificers, who, before they came to his Majefty's prefence, 
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cowM rvot be brought to acknowledge any thing, after the King 
httnfclf had fpoken, to them, confefled, that llieir fpirits were 
iiifenfibly prevailed upon and fubdued, and that it was not in 
their power to conceal their guilt from him. They have con- 
feiTed, that there is a party of the late difbandcd officers and 
foldiers, and others, full of difcontent^ and feditious purpofcs, 
and a refolution to atiemj)t the change of the prefent govern- 
ment, and^lQ^reft the:wK?piibIic. They acknowledge, that^ 
they did purj^e to have Toade their attempt for the refeue of 
ihofe wretches, who .were fo juftly condemned at Newgate, 
and fo worthily executed, and that Ludlow ihould then have 
appeared in the head of them ; that they made thcmfelves fure, 
at the fame time, by parties and confederacy ,tto have furpriftd 
the Tower of London, and the Caftle o^ VVindfor ; but that 
they found, or at leart apprehended, that tl^ir dcfign was dif- 
covered, which fo broke iheir fpirits, that they concluded they 
imift acquiefee/or the prefont, and (lay till the army ihould be 
difbandcd j which, they faid, was generally debauched, that is, 
returned to an honeit and fart obedience to the King ; and that 
it.was evident they were betrayed by thofe who were moft en- 
tirely trufted by them. And they w'ere in the right ; the King 
had notice of all their dcfign, what pro^refs it made, and the 
Viight they inltcnded to furprife the Tower and Windfor ; and 
gwe notice to the fevcral governors ; and fo, without any noife, 
that mifehief was,* by God’s goodneft, prevented. They ac- 
knowledge that they have fince recovered their courage and 
refolution, and were about this time to make their full attempt* 
They have been promifed fomc confidcrable rifing in the weft^ 
under Ludlow; and in the^orth, under others. But this 
place was llie feene of greateft hope. They made fuic of a 
body here, I think they fay of two tlioufand five hpndred men, 
with which they refolved, in the firft place, to fecure (you 
know what that fccurity is) the perfon of the general, the 
puke of Albemarle, with whom they have fo much reafon to 
be angn;, and at the fame time to,poflefs themfelves of Whitc- 
on kiiO'W the mejhod ufed in fuch poireffing ; kill, and , 
take pofleffio i. And this infupportable calamity God hatlj> 
^gain diverted from us ; though I muft tell you, the poor <55en7 
who feeiii to fpeak honeftly, and upon the impulfion of con- 
fcicncc, are very ffiix from being confident that there will not 
be fome defperate infurreilions and attempts in feveral parts of 
the kingdom within a fliort time, which all poflible care will 
be taken to prevent. And in truth this very good city fo well 
requires the King’s abundant.grace and kindnefs to it, that not 
only by the unwearied pains and diligence of the worthy Lord 
Mayor, but by the general temper and conftitutio| of the 
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whole city, th? difcontented and fcditious party (which can 
never be totally* extirpated out of fuch a metiopolis) is like 
to receive little encouragement to piirfue their defperate 
councils. * 

The King doth not believe that all thofc perfons w'ho at 
prefent are apprehended^ and in cuftody, will be^found guilty 
of this treafon. It is a vulgar a^ kyown artifice, to corrupt 
inferior perfons, by perfuading that bettgjirinen are en- 

gaged in the fame enterprife; and the King will make as 
much hafte as he can to fet thofc at liberty againft whom the 
evidence or fufpicion is not too reafonable. In the mean 
time, they who in truth * are innocent, muft confefs that the 
proceeding towaads them hath bean very natural, and full of 
clemency ; and no r^ah will wonder, if his Majcfty be very 
defiroiis that in ikis conjunSure, and in order to prevent or 
fupprefs thefe too vifible diftempers and machinations, hi^ 
Majefty in all places be in good order and preparation. And 
you -i* may affiire yourfelves, that in the forming and conduA 
of it, he will have fo great a care of the cafe and quiet of his 
people, that if any perfon trufted by him (hall, through want 
of (kill or want of temper, fatisfy his own paflion or appetite, 
in grieving or vexing^ his neighUburs, his Majcfty will be fo 
fcnfible of it, that, if it can be cured no other way, his trurf 
fhall be quickly determined* And he is not at all referveeWn 
giving thofe animadverfions and reprehenfTons when there is 
uccafion, and his ears will be always open to receive thofc 
complaints. 

My Lords and Gentlemen,^ 

You are now returning to ypur countries, to receive the 
thanks and acknowledgments of your friends and neighbour? 
for the great things you have done, and to make the burdens 
>011 have laid upon them eafy, by convincing them of the in- 
evitable neceffity of their fubmitting to them. You will make 
them fe? that you have proceeded very far towards the repara- 
tion, and even divorce', of that neccllity from them, 

1 they have been fo long married ; that they are now reftored to 
tliaSblelfecl temper of government, under which their ancef- 
’"tocs enjoyed jb many hundred years that full meafure of felicity, 
anK the mifery of being deprived of whi^b they have fo fen- 
fibly felt ; that they are now free from thofe midnight alarms, 
with which they have been terrified ; and rife out of their beds 
at their own healthy hours, without being falutcd with the 
death of a hufband, a fon, and friend, miferably killed the 


Deefl: in Original!. 


t Origin, make. 



( 28 ) 

flight or the day before, ar>d with fuch •ircumflaiices killed, as 
improved the mifcry beyond the lofs itfelf : tfhis enfranchife- 
ment is worth all they pay for it. Your Lorafliips will eafily 
recover that eAimation and reverence that is due to your hign 
condition, by the exercife and praflice of that virtue from 
whence your honours firft fprang ; the example of your juftice 
and piety will inflame the lu^arts of fhe people towards you ; 
and from y^^iir praflice^tljoy w'ill make a judgment or the 
King himfelR^ They kSKw very well, that you are not only 
admitted to his prefence, but te his converfation, and even in 
a degree to his friendship ; for you are his great council. By 
your example they will form their owii cuanners, and by yours 
they will make a guefs at the King’s. Therefore, under that 
obligation, you will cauf^* your piety, your^jullicc, your af- 
fabilitVy and your charity, to fhine as bj^ght as is poJlible be- 
fore them. They are too much in love with England, too 
partial to it, who believe ^it the beft co^ji.ntry in the world ; 
there is better t:arth, and a better air, and a better, that is, a 
warmer, fun, in other countries : but we arc no more than 
juft, when w'e fay that England is an inclofure of the beft 
people in the w^orld, when they are well informed and in- 
ffru£ted; a people in fobriejy oPconfcience the moft devoted 
to God Almighty ; in the integrity of their affedtions, the 
moft dutiful to the King ; in their good manners and inclina- 
tions, ftioft rcgardfal and loving to thetnobility ; no nobility in 
Europe G) entirely loved by the people ; there may be more 
awe, and fear, and terror of tliem, but no fuch love towards 
• them as in England. I befeech your Lordfhips, do not un- 
tjervalue this love. They have looked upon your Lordihips, 
and they will look upon your^Lordfhips again, as the greateft 
examples and patterns of duty to the King, as the greateft 
fecurity and proteftion from injury and injuftice, and for their 
enjoying whatfoever is due to them by the law, and as the 
moft proper mediators and interpofers to the King, if, by any 
failure or juftice, they fliould be expofed to any oppreffion and 
And this exercife of ^oiir juftice and kindnefs to^ 
wards them will make them the more abhor and abominate 
that parity upon which a commonwealth muft be founjjed, 
becaiile it would extirpate, or fupprefs, or deprive them ^ 
their beloved nobility, which are: fuch a fupport and fecurityjTo 
their full happinefsf* 

And you*, Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, you * 
are now returning to your country, laden with a truft not in- 
ferior, or lefs weighty, than\tbat you brought from thence. 

Deed in Originali. 

f; You 
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You came up their deputies to the King, and he returns yoU 
now his deputes to them ; his plenipotentiaries, to inform 
and aflTure them, that he thinks himfelf the happieft and the. 
greateft Prince of the world ; not from the fituation of his 
dominions and the power of his great navy, with which he 
can vifit his neighbours and keep them from vif^^ting him, or 
from the noble revenue^you hav^fettlcd upon him, which he 
will improve with all good hiift^gd|y ; but fronv being pof- 
feilcd of the afFe6lions and heartsSI fuch fubjfcis ; that he 
doth fo entirely love them, and depend upon tlicm, that all 
his actions and all his count. ils (liall tend to no other end, but 
to .make them happy and profperous ; that he thinks his ho- 
nour and his interelt principally to confift Jn providing for, 
and advancing, tTie honour arid intereft of the nation. That 
you may have the Acre credit in what you fay, he will not 
take it unkindly if you publifli his defefts and infirmities. 
You may tell them, that he is fo confident in the multitude 
of his very good and faithful fubjeSs, fthat he is Very hard to be 
perfuaded, that his few ill and unfaithful fubjc£ls can do him 
much harmj that he fo much depends upon the affeftionof honefl: 
men, and their zeal for his fecurity, that he is not fo folicitoiis 
and vigilant for his own fafety ^ he ought to be, amidft fo 
many combinations, of which he is fo well informed, that his 
lervants, who with grief and angullh importune him notj^o 
take fo little care of histown fafety, can obtain no other an- 
fwer from him than what Csfar heretofore gave to his jealous 
friends, Mori fe malU^ quam timeri^ or timers'^ he will die any 
death rather than live in fear of his own fubje^ts, or that 
they ihould in fear of him. You imay tell them, as a great, 
infirmity, that a troubled and difeontented countenance fo afflifis 
him, that he would remove it from them at his own charge, as 
if he himfelf were in the fault ; and when he hath been in- 
formed of any lefs kind or jealous thing faid aixiongft you, 4 is 
your windows are never fo clofe Ihut but that the found of 
your words goes to the feveral comers of the town, his Ma-^ 
‘ jefty hath been heard to fay n& more, but, “ What 
\ I wilh that gentleman and 1 were acquainted, that he knew 
me better.” Oh ! Gentlemen, you cannot be yourfelv.es, nor. 

cannot make your friends too zealous, or too jealous, 
foi^uch a PHnee's fafety, or too folicitous for fuch a Prince’s 
fatimdion and content; tp whom we may Very juflly fay, as 
the king of Tyre writ to Solomon, “ Becaufe God hath loved 
his people, he hath made thee king .over them.” Even his 
very defers and* infirmities are very neceffary towards the full 
meafure of our profperity. 
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My Lords and Gjcntlemen, 

God hath enabled us to invert one argument, which, 1 
hope, may to a good degree repair the much mifchicf it hath 
heretofor,e done. It hath been urged very unrcafonably, yet 
fuccefsfully urged, in the worft times, That it was not faith, 
but prefumption, to expedt that God w^ould reftore a family, 
with which he feemed to ha^e a controverfy, and had humbled 
fo far ; th^^e would arar^ountenance a party, that he had 
fo much difcountcnancS, and almoft deftroycd/* We may 
now much more rcafonably, and therefore, I hope, as effec- 
tually, prefs the miracles that God Almighty hath lately 
wrought for King and People, as an evidence that he will 
not again ealily torfake ^lem. We may^ell thofe who are 
ufing all their endeavours to embroil the nation in new troubles. 
That it is not probable, that a nation a gainj^ which God feemed 
thefe late years to have pronounced his judgment in the very 
language of the prophet, Go, ye fwift mcireiigcrs, to a na- 
tion fcattered and peelefl, to a people terrible from the begin- 
ning hitherto, to a nation rooted out and trodden down, whofc 
land the rivers have fpoilcd, the Lord hath mingled a per- 
viJrfe fpirit in the midfl lhc^•co^^;*'* that he fhould reduce that 
perverfenefs to the greateiV meek nefs and refignation ; that he 
Ihould withdraw his judgments from this nation, and in a 
moment reftore it to all the happinefs it can wifh ; and to no 
other end but to ^xpol’e it to the mcity and fury of a few dif- 
contented perfons, the w^orfl of the nation, is not cafy to be 
believed. 

Wc may tell thofe w^ho ftill contrive the ruin of the church, 
the bed and the beft-reforn|^ 2 d church in the Chriftian world, 
reformed by that authority, and with thofe circumftances, as 
^ reformation ought to be made, that God would not fo mi- 
raculoufly have fnatched this church as a brand out of the fire ; 
Would not have raifed it from the grave, after he had fulFcrcd 
It to be buried fo many years, by the boifterous hands of pro* 
phane a^nd facrilegious perfons, junder its own rubbifh, to cx- 
again to the fame rapine, reproach, and impiety- That 
church, which delights itlelf in being called catholic, was' 
never fo near expiration; never had fuch a refurreftion. -'That 
fo fmall a pittance of meal and oil fhould be fufgcient to 
ferye and nourifl^jhe poor widow and her family fo longf is 
very little more miraculous, than that fuch a number of pious, 
learned, and* very agcd.bilhops, fhould fo many years be pre- 
ferved, in ftich v.onderfiil ftraits and oppreffions, until they 
Ihould plentifully provide for their own fuccelfion s that after 
fuch a deep deluge of facrilege, prophanenefs, and impiety, 
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had covered, and to common underftanding fwallgwcd it up, 
that that church (houfd again appear above the waters God 
be again fervedftn that church, and ferved as he ought to be ^ 
and that there (hould be ftill fomc revenue left, to fupport 
and encourage thofe who ferve him ; nay, that many of thofc 
who feemed to third after that revenue till they had pofiefled 
it, (hould confcientioulljr reftore what they had taken away, 
and become 'good fons and willing tenants to that church they 
had fo lately fpoiled ; may all pioufly^clicve, that. 

God Almightly would not have llecn at the expenfe and 
charge of fuch a deliverance, but in the behalf of a church 
very acceptable to him, and which (hall continue to the end 
of the world, and again d which the gates of hdl (hall not be 
able to prevail. • 

We may tell tho^ defperate wretches, who yet harbour in 
their thoughts winced dcllgns againd the facred perfon of the 
King, in Order to the compalling their own imaginations, 
tl'.at God Almighty would notohave led him through fo 
many wilderneflcs of affli£tions of all kinds, conduced him 
through fo many perils by fea and perils by land, fnatched 
him out of the midd of this kingdom when it was not worthy 
of him ; and when the hantis of his enemies were even upbn 
him ; when they thought themfclvcs lb furc of him, that they 
would bid fo cheap and vile a price for him ; he would not in 
that article have fo covered him with a cloud, that he travclhd 
even with fome pleafur^, and great oSfervaiion, through the 
midd of his enemies ; he would not fo wonderfully have new- 
modelled that army, fo infpired their hearts, and the hearts of 
the whole nation, with an honed and impatient longing fot 
the return of their dear Sovereign, and, in the mean time, 
have fo exerciled him (which bad liule lefs of Providence in 
it than the other) with thofe unnatural, or at lead unufual, 
difrefpefts and reproaches abroad, that he might have a harm- 
lefs and an innocent appetite to his own country, and return to his 
owm people, with a iull value and the whole unw'aded bulk of 
his afedions, without being corrupted or bialfed by^extraor- 
dinary foreign obligations. God Almighty would* 
done all this, but for a fervant whom he will always preferve 
as thoapple of his own eye, and always * defend from the mod 
1?cret machinations of his enemies. 

thefe argumentations, Gentlemen, ufged wdth that vi- 
vacity as is mod natural to your own gratitude and afFedions, 
recover as many (and it would be drange if it (hould not) as 
have been corrupted , ||?y the othet* logic j the hearts of the 
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Mrhote nation, even fo a fnan^ will iiiA^nlibly be fo dcvotei! tdP 
the King, as the only confervator and prote|Stor of all that iff 
dear' and precious to them, and will be fo zealous to pleafe 
him wliofe greated pleafure is to fee them pleafecf, that wheii 
they make choice of perfons again to ferve in JParliament,- 
they will not chufe fuch as they wiih fhould oppofe the King) 
but therefore chufe, becauf^ they haftre, and becaufe they are 
like to feijire the King^iy]^ their whole hearts ; and, fince he 
defires what'^s bell for^his people, to gratify him in all his 
defires. This blelfed harmony would raife us to the higheft 
pinnacle of honour and happinefs in this world, a pinnacle 
without a point, upon which King and people may fe- 
curely reft and repofe themfclves, againft all the gufts, and 
ftorms, and tempctts, whTch all the malice *of this world can 
raife againft us ; and I am fure you w#ll all contend to be at 
the top of this pinacle. * 

1 have no more to ^dd, but the words of cuftom, That 
the Kiftg declare# this prefent Parliament to be diffolved* 
And this prefent Parliament isdiflblved. 


His MajeJiy^s Moft Ckacious Sjeech^* May 8, l66l. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

J WILL not f^nd the time in telling you why I called you 

heiher. I am fure I am very glade to fee you here. I 
doe valewe myfelfc much upon keeping my worde, upon 
roakeing good whatfoever I promife to my fubjeSs \ and I 
well remember, when t was laft in this place, I prom i fed 
that I would call a Parliament as foone as could be reafonably 
expefled, or delircd ; and truely conlidcring the feafon of the 
yeare, and all that hath beii done fince we parted, you could not 
reafonably expc<Sl to meeie fooner then now we doc: if it might 
have ben a w^eek fooner, you will confeife there was fome 
reafon to deferr it to this daie ; for this daie, wc may without 
Ju{?«4WfSon love one daie, preftrr one daie before, another, 
for the memory of fome blefling that befell us that daie, and • 
then you will not wonder, that the memory of the great af- 
fedlion the whole kingdoihe (hewed to me this daie twelve-^-- 
month made me dcHrous to mccte you againc this*daie, wh^, I 
dare (weare, you* are full of the fame fpirit, and that it will 
be tailing you. I thinke there are not many of you who 
are not particularly khowne to me : there ai*e few of whom I 
have not' heard foe much good, that, I am as fare as I cart 
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ht of any thlnge that ifi to come, that you will ^l\ concurr 
with me, and th|t I (hall concurr with you in all tbinges 
which may advance the peace, plenty, and profperlty of the 
nation ; 1 (hall be exceedingly deceavc^i elfe. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You will finde what m^hode t think beft for your proceed- 
ing, by two bills which I have cauVed be prepared for you, 
v/hich are for confirmation of all tTuit Was cnafta-^^St our laft 
meeting ; and above all 1 muft repcate what I faid when I was 
laft here. 

That next the miraculous blefling of God Almighty, 
and indede as an immediate effeA of that blefling, { 
doe impute the good difpofitioiv, and fccurity we are all 
in, to the happjr of indemnity and oblivion, that 
is the principal! corner-done which fupports this excel- 
lent building, that creates kindiielTe in us to each other, 
and confidence Is our joynt and common fepurity. 

I am fure 1 am ftill of the fame opinion, and more, if it 
be poflible, of that opinion then I was, by the experience I 
have of the benefit of it, and from the unreafonablenefle of' 
what fome men fay againft it, though I afliire you not in my 
hearinge. In God’s naqie provide Tull remedies for any fti- 
ture mifehiefs ; be as fevere as you will againft new offenders, 
efpecially if they be fo uj}on old principles^; and pull up 
thofe principles by the rootes. But I lhall never thinkc him a 
wife man who would endeavour to undermyne or (hake that 
foundation of our publique peace, by infringing that a£l in 
the leaft degree, or that he can be rgy friend, or willi me 
well, who would perfiiade me cvemto confcnt to the breach of 
a promife I foe folemnly made when I w^as abroade, and per- 
formed with that folemnity, becaufe, and after I promifed it, 

I cannot fufpeA any attempts of that kinde by any men of 
merit and virtue. 

I will not conclude without telling you fome newes, that I 
thinke will be very acceptable you ; and therefore I (liquid 
thinke myfelfe unkinde and ^11-natured if I (hould not impart 
"It to you. I have ben often put in roinde by my friendes that 
it was hjgh time to marry, and I have thought foe myfelfe 
evei (ince I canv^ into England: but there appeared difficulties 
enough in the choice, though many overtures .have ben made 
to me ; and if I (hould ^never marry, till I could make fuqh 
a choice, againft which there could be no forefight of any 
inconvenience that may enfue, you would live to fee me an old 
batchelor, which 1 thinke you doe mot defire to doe. I can 
now tell you pot only that I am refolved to marry, but whom 
Voi.l., " P • 
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1 refolve to marry, if God pleafej and towards my re- 
folulion, r have ufed that deliberation, an|l taken that ad- 
vice, as 1 ought to doe in an affaire of that importance, and, 
triift me, with all full confideration‘of the good of my fub- 
jc£ls in general!, as of myfclfe : it is with the daughter of 
Portugal. When I had, as well as I could, weighed all that 
occurred .\p,,me, the firfl: Tefolutiorf I tooke, was to ftate the 
whole ova^urcs whiclf 1^ ben made to me, and in truth, all 
that had b^ faid againft it, to my privy councell, without 
hearing whofe advice I never did, nor ever will, refolve any 
thinge of publique importance : and I tell you with great fa- 
tisfaftion and comfort to myfclfe, that after many howers de- 
bate 'in a full councell^ for I thinke there w^as not above one 
abfent ; and truly I believe, upon weighing all that can be faid 
upon that fiibjeft, for or againft it, fhy Lords, without one 
dilfenting voice, yet there were very few fatt fylent, advifedme 
with all imaginable che^rfulneffe to this marriage, which I 
looke upon hs very wonderfull, and even as fome inftance of 
the approbation of God himfelfe ; and foe tooke my oWn re- 
.folution, and concluded all with the ambaffador of Portugal, 
who is departing with the whole treaty figned, which you will 
finde to contairie many gijeat advantages to the kingdoine, and 
I make alfthe hartc 1 can to fetch yftu a Queen hether, who, 
I doubt not, will bring great blcflings with her, to me and 
you. I will a!^d no more, but teferr the re It to the Lord 
Chancellor. 


After his Majefty had ftiiftied his fpeech, the Lord Chancellor, 
having firft conferred wifti his Majcfly, fpakc as followeth : 

My Lords, and you the Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles, 
of the Houfe of Commons, 

'T^HE King called you hither by his writ, to aflift him, with 
your information and advice, in liie greateft and weighlieft 
affairs of the kingdom ; by his writ, which is the only good 
and lawful way to the meeting of a Parliament ; and the pur- 
fuing that w'rit, the remembering how and why they came to- 
gether, is the only way to bring a happy end to Parliaments. 
There was no fuch writ as this, no fuch prefence as this, in 
the year 16495* w^hen this unhappy kingdom was diflionoured 
and expofed to the mirth and reproach of their neighbours, in 
the government *of a commonwealth. There was no fuch 
writ as this, no fuch prefence as this, in December, 1653, 
w’hen that infant commonwealth, when the three kingdoms of 
England, Scotland, and Irdand, and the dominions thereunto 
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belonging, were dclivefed up into the bloody and mercilefs 
hands of a devolring Protettor, and facrificed to his luft and 
appetite. There was no fiich writ as this, no fuch prefence 
as this, in the year :656, when that Proteilor was more fo- 
Icmnly inverted and inftalicd, and the liberty of the three 
nations fubmilted to his abfolute tyranny by The Humble Pe- 
tition and Advice. Whfen people came together bjr fuch ex- 
orbitant means, it is no wonder ^at*their confutations and 
conclufions were fo difproportioned from any rules of juftice 
or fobriety. God be thanked, that he hath referved us to this 
day, a day that many good men have died praying for ; that, 
after all thofe prodigies in church and ftate, we have Jived to 
fee the King at the opening of the Parliament; that webave 
lived to fee our Iflng anointed and crowned, and crowned by 
the hands of an archbiftiop, as his prcdecelfors have been ; 
and that we are come hither this day in obedience to his writ. 

The King tells you, he hath cairtjid a bill or two to be pre- 
pared for the confirmation of all that# was ena^fted in the lad 
Parliament, and commends the difpatch of thofe to you with 
fomc earneftnefs. 'The truth is, it is a great part of the hurt-, 
nefs of this Parliament to celebrate the memory of the lart, by 
confirming or re-ena< 3 ing all \hat .was done by that Parlia- 
ment, which, though ii*was not called by the King's writ, 
may be rcafonably thought to have been called by God him- 
felf, upon the fupplicaiioi* and prayer of th« King and the 
whole nation, as the only means to reftore the nation to its 
happinefs, to itfelf, to its honour, and even to its innocence. 
How glad the King was of it, appears by what he writ to 
them from Breda, when he referred TOorc to them than ever 
ivas referred to Parliament : he referred in truth fupon the 
matter) all that concerned himfelf, all that concerned religion, 
all that concerned the peace and happinefs of the kingdom, to 
them ; and to their honour be it fpoken, and to their honour 
be it ever remembered, that the King, religion, apd the king- 
dom, have no reafon to be forry that fo much was entrufted 
to them, nor they to be afhdhied of the difeharge of their 
trurt. It would have been a very unfeafonablc fcruple in any 
map, who rtiould have refufed to bear his part in the excel- 
lent tranfaftions of that Parliament, becaiife he was not called 
thither by the* King’s writ ; and it would be a more unreafon- 
able fcruple now in any man, after we haW all received the 
fruit and benefit of their councils and conclufions, when in 
truth wc owe our orderly and regular meeting at this time to 
their extraordinary meeting then, to their wifdom in laying 
hold upon the King’s promifes, arid to the King’s jurtice, in 
performing all he promifed, and to the kingdom’s fubmliEon 
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and acquiefeence in tbofe pronufes ; 1 fay, ?t would be very 
unfeafonabk and unreafonable now to endealrour to (hake that 
foundation, which, if you will take the King^s judgment, 
fupports the whole fabric of our peace and fecurity* He tells 
yoii what he (hall think of any who goes about to undermine 
that foundation ; which is ^ 2eal no prince could be tranfported 
with but himfelf. It might have feemed enough for a King 
who had i; 5 ceived fo rnn«y injuries fo hardly to be forgotten, 
undergone To many Ioffes fo injpoffible to be repaired, to have 
been willing to confirm, and to rc-ena£t the a£l of oblivion 
and indemnity, when you (hould prefent it to him ; but to pre- 
pare fuch an adit for you, to conjure you by all that is precious, 
by yourfriendfliip to hi^ji, to difpatch ihofe adls with expedi- 
tion, is fuch a piece of fatherly tendernefs and piety, as could 
proceed from no heart but fuch a oife in which CJod hath 
treafured up a (lock of mercy, and julticc, and wifdom, to 
redeem a nation. And^ruly, my Lords and Gentlemen, for 
ourfelves, if 'we’ll coiffider how much we owe to thofe who, 
with all the faculties of their fouls, contributed to and con- 
.trived the bleffed change, the reftoring the King to his people, 
and his people to the King, and then how much wc owe to 
thofe who gave no oppofition to the virtuous adivity of the 
other (and God knows a little oppbfition might have done 
much harm) whether we look upon the public, or upon our 
own private provocations, there will remain fo few who do 
not deferve to be forgiven by us, that we may very well fubmit 
to the King’s advice, and his example ; of whom we may 
very juftly fay, as a very good hiftorian faid of a very great 
emperor, and 1 am fule it^could never be fo truly faid of any 
emperor as of our’s, Facere rede cives fuos princeps optimus 
fac 'tendo docet ; cumque fit impcrlo maximus^ exemplo mc^or eji : 
nor, indeed, hath he yet given us, or have we yet felt, any 
other inftances of his greatnefs, and power, and fiiperiority, 
and dominion, over us, niji (as he faid) aut levatione pericuU^ dut 
accejfione dignitatis ; by giving us peace, honour, and fecurity, 
which we could not have wilhout him ; by defiring nothing 
for himfelf, but what is as good for us as for himfelf ; and 
therefore, 1 hope, we (hall make no fcruple of obeying him in 
dhis particular. 

. My Lordsntnd Gentlemen, 

Though the laft Parliament did great and w^onderful things, 
Indeed as much as in that time they could, yet they have left 
very great' things for you to do ; you are to finiCh the ftru&ure, 
of which they but laid the 'foundation ; indeed they left fome 
things undone,' which it may be thought they had finiihed: 
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you will find the reveiiiie they intended , to raife for the King 
very much (hort <|f what they promifcd ; you will find the pub- 
lic dbbts for the difcharge of the army and the navy, which 
they thought they had provided for fufficiently, to be ftill in ar- 
rear and unpaid : and here I am, by the King’s fpecial com- 
mand, to commend the poor feamen to you, who, by the rules 
which were preferibed fof their payftient, are in much worfe 
condition than (without queflion) w.^s forefeen they would be ; 
for, by appointing them to be paid but from 1658 (which was 
a fafe rule to the army,) very many are ftill in arrear for two, 
three, or four years fervice; and fo his Majefty's promife to 
them from Breda remains unperformed. Some other lofles, 
which rcfulted from other rules given for their payment, have 
been fupplied to iMbm by the King’s*own bounty. They are 
a people very worthy of your particular care and cheriftiing ; 
upon whofe couragft and fidelity very much of the happinefs, 
and honour, and fecurity of the nation depends ; and therefore 
his Majefty doubts not you will fee jul^ice done^towards them 
with favour. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You are now the great pkyficians of the kingdom ; and, 
God know's, you have many wayward, and froward, and dif- 
tempered patients, who are in truth very fick, and patients who 
think thenifclvcs ficker than they are ; and Jome wl]o think 
themfelves in health, and are moft fick of all. ' You muft, 
therefore, ufe all the diligence, and patience, and compaftion, 
which good phyficians have for their patients ; all the cheer- 
fulnefs, and complacency, and indulggice, their fcveral habits, ' 
and conftitutions, and diftempers^of body and mind, may re- 
quire. Be not'too melancholic with your patients, nor fuffer 
them to be too melancholic, by believing that every little dif- 
temper will prefenily turn to a violent fever, and that fevet|: 
will prcfently turn to the plague ; that every little trefpafs, 
every little fwerving from the known rule, muft infcnfibly grow 
to a ncgleft of the law, and that neg1e£i introduce an abfolute 
confufion ; that every little difference in opinion, or pra^ice in 
confcience or religion, muft prefently deftroy confcience and 
religion. Be not too fevere and rough towards your patient^, 
in preferibing remedies, bow well compounded foever, too nau- 
feous and offenfive to their ftomachs and appetite, or to thek 
very fancy. Allay and correct thofe humours, which cormpt 
their ftomachs and their appetites: If the good old known 
tried laws be for the prefent too heavy for their necks, which 
have been fo many years without any yoke at all, make % 
porary provifion of an eafier and lighter yo^e, till, by living iii]^ 

D 3 a whq^". 



( 3 » ) 

a wholefome air, by the Benefit of * foberer converfation, by 
keeping a*'better diet, by the experience of aigood and juft go- 
vernment, they recover ftrength enough to bear, and diferetion 
enough to difeern, the benefit and the eafe of thofe laws they 
dilliked. If the prefent oaths have any terms or expreftions in 
them that a tender confcience honcftly makes fcruple of fubmit* 
ting to, in God’s nantc let other oaths be formed in their places, 
as comprchcnfive of alf thofe obligations which the policy of go- 
vernment muft exadl ; but ftill let there be a yoke : let there 
be, an oath, let there be Tome law, that may be the rule to that 
indulgence, that, under pretence of liberty of confcience, 
men may not be abfolvcd from all the obligations of law and 
fcrcnce, 

I have bcfoiight your good-nature and indulgence towards 
forne of your weak patients, if by it fhey can be brought to 
follow and fubmit to your preferiptions for their health ; nor is 
it reafonable to imagine tfjat the diftempers of twenty years can 
be redlified aiHl fubdued in twelve months. There muft be a 
natural tiitie, and natural applications, allowed for it. But 
there are a fort of patients that I muft recommend to your ut- 
moft vigilance, utmoft feverity, and to no part of your lenity or 
indulgence ; fuch who ar^ fo f&r from valuing your preferip- 
tions, that they look not upon you as rtieir phyficians, but their 
patients ; fuch who, inftead of repenting any thing that they 
may have done amifs, repeat every d«y the fame crimes, for the 
indemnity whereof the adl of oblivion was provided. Thefe 
are the (editions preachers, who cannot be contented to be dif- 
penfed wnih for their full obec'ience to fome laws eftablifhed,' 
without reproaching ami inveighing againft thofe laws, how 
ellablilhed foever ; who telf their auditories, that the apoftle 
meant, when he bid them ftand to their liberties, that they 
ihould ftand to ihcir arms; and who, by repeating the veryex- 
preflions, and teaching the very dodrine they feton foot in the 
year i^o, fufficiently declare that they have no mind that 
twenty years Ihouid put an end to the miferies we have under- 
gone- • 

What good Chriftian can think without horror of thefe mi- 
nifters of the gofpel, who by their fundion Ihould be the mef- 
Tengers of peace, and are in their pradice the only trumpets of 
war, and incendiaries towards rebellion : hovr nuch more 
Chriftian was Athenian 'nun in Plutarch, and how ihall (he 
rife lip in judgment againft rhefc men, who, when* Alcibiades 
Vas condemned by the public jiiftice of the’ ftate, and a decree 
made, 'that the religious, the priefts, and the nuns, (hould re- 
vile and enrfe him, lloutlyretufed to perform that office, fityr 
That (he was profelTed religious, to pray and lo blefs, 

not 
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not to curfc and ban.** • And if ihe..perfon and the place can 
improve and aggravate the offence, as no doubt it doth both be- 
for^God and Man, methinks the preaching rebellion and 
treafon out of the pulpit fliould be as much worfe than the ad- 
vancing it in the market, as the poifoning a man at the com- 
munion would be worfe than killing him at a tavern : and it 
may be, in the catalogue of thofe fiiis, which the zeal of fome 
men declares to be againfl the Holy Gjjoft, there may not be 
any one more reafonably thought tobefuch, than a minifter of 
Chrift’s turning rebels againft his prince, which is a moft no- 
torious apoftacy from his order ; and his preaching rebellion to 
the people as the doftrine of Chrift, adding blafphemy and 
pertinacy to his apoftacy, hath all the marks by which good 
men arc taught to know and avoid»that fm againft the Holy 
Ghoft. If you do ntft provide for the thorough quenching 
thefe firebrands \ King, Lords, and Commons, fliall be their 
meaneft fubjcils, and the whole kingdom kindled into one ge- 
neral flame. • 


« 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

When the King fpake laft in this place before this day, he 
faid, When he fliould call tfce next Parliament, he flioul'd 
receive their thanks for;what he had done fince he had diflblved 
the laft ; for (he faid) he fliould no more propofe any one rule 
to himfelf, in his anions or his councils, than this. What is a 
Parliament like to think of this adlion, or *bf that council I 
And that it fliould be want of underftanding in him, if it 
would not bear that teft he told you but now, That he 
values himfelf^ much upon keeping his word, upon performing 
all that he promifes to his people.# ^nd he hath the worft luck 
in the world, if he hath not complied w^ith this promife, and 
if his underflanding hath failed him in it. It was in a very 
little time after the dilFolution of that Parliament, his Majefty 
giving himfelf a few days to accompany his royal mother to the 
fea fide, the only time he hath flept out of fhis town near thefe 
twelve months, that the moft (lerperate and prodigious rebellion 
brake out in this city, that hath been heard of in any age ; 
which continued two or three nights together, with the murder 
of feveral honeft citizens. Let no man undervalue the treafoa 
becaufe of tjje contemptiblenefs of the number engaged in it. 
No man knows the number ; but, by the i^ltitude of inter- 
cepted letters from and to all the counties of England, in which 
the time was fet down wherein the work of the Lord was to 
be done, by the defperate carriage of the traitors themfclves, 
and their bragging of their friends* we may conclude the com- 
bination reached very far. And in truth we may reafonably 

0*4 believe. 
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believe, that if the nniianntcd coiiragd, and the indefatigable 
mduftry of the Lord Mayor, who deferves to^be mentioned^e- 
fore King, Lords, and Commons, and (o be efteemed by them, 
bad’ not prevented it ; I fay, it is probable this fury would not 
have keen extinguiihed, before this famous city, or a great part 
of it, had been turned intq afhes. ^ 

If you inquire what the King did upon this unheard-of pro- 
vocation, what vengeahee he took upon thofe whofe profeifed 
and avowed principle was, not to diitinguifh between him and 
another man, nay, to kill him fooner than any other man, you 
will find (as was laid of Casfar) that libentius vitam vl 3 or jam 
daret, quam v 'tBl acciperent \ that hts mercy hath been no lefs ob- 
(Itnate than their malice apd wickednefs ; that few perfons have 
fuftered ; and that he hath reftrained the law from being fevere 
to many, who at the fame time continue thlir^guilt,and undervalue 
his compaffion \ that there hath not been a week fince that time, 
in which there have not Joeen combinations and confpiracies 
formed againK his perfon, and againft the peace of the king- 
dom, which before this time would have taken effeS, if God 
had not put it into the hearts of fomc who were trufted in the 
councils, to difeover the defign time enough for prevention. 
And upqn all thefe alarms, and *the interception of fuch letters, 
as would in all other countries have produced the rack for fur- 
ther clifeoveries, and under the late government in this would 
have erected high* courts of jiiftice ?or their punilhment, he 
hath left the oifenders to the judges of the law, and thofe judges 
to the precife forms and ordinary rules of the law. 

My Lords and GenUeinen, 

If the new licence and corruption of this time hath exceeded 
the wickednefs of former ages, that the old laws have not 
enough provided for the punifliment of wickednefs they could 
not forefec or imagine ; it will become your wifdomsto provide 
new remedies for new difeales, and to fecure the precious per- 
fon of our dear fovereign from the fir ft approaches of villany, 
and the peace of the kingdom ffom the nrft overtures of fedi- 
tiort. 

If you will not provide laws to do it, the King will not do 
any thing extraordinary, even towards his own prefervation. 
You fee the rule by which he hath walked ; anti as he hath 
made good his prdfnife to you, fo, I doubt not, you will make 
good hrs prophecy, and that he Ihall receive thanks for what 
he hath done fincc he was laft here. 

He hath told you now what he hath done ; that he is rcfolvcd 
to marry, and refotved whofh to marry ; which, I believe, is 
grateful news that the whole kingdom hath longed for. 
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eiK^ould receive, from the firft day of his landing here. And 
wWjnthey (hall kifow the great deliberation he hath ufed before 
that refolution, and the circiimftaaces in rcfolving it, they will 
fiirely have caufc to confefs, that never King, in the difpofal 
of himfelf in marriage, took fo gr^t care for the good and 
felicity of his people. / 

Within a very fliort time after lw4 landing in this kingdom, 
he was moved by the ambalfador of Poftngal to renew a treaty 
between that crown and the ufiirpcr ; a treaty in very many re- 
fpeds the moft advantageous to this nation that ever was entered 
into with any prince or people ; a treaty by which, at this time, 
that crown is paying the penalty (which the ufiirper exaded from 
it) for the moft noble and heroic a6l of honour and friendfhip, 
performed by that ICing to our maftcr* that ever was performed 
by any prince towards Smother prince in diftrefs. And yet the 
King was nothing forward to ratify this treaty ; though it is 
very true, every article in it but one^was eniircly for the bene- 
fit of this nation, for the extraordinary advancement of trade, 
for the good of religion, and for the honour of the crown : 
yet there was one, one fingle articFe, that miift oblige the King, 
as it did the ufurper, to fupply Portugal with an army for hi* 
alfiftance, when he Ihonld reqdire it ; that is, Portugal ftiould 
have power to make Icfies of ten ihouland men for their' fer- 
vice. This, the King forefaw might produce a war with 
Spain,* which he was veny unwilling to untkrgo that engage- 
ment; and yet his council reprefented unto him how heart- 
breaking a thing it would be to his people, to lofe the pofleftion 
of fo great a trade, and thofe other immenfe advantages they 
had by that treaty ; and that it would «be judged an irrecovera- 
ble error in policy, if Portugal - (Rou Id be fuffered again to be 
fwallowcd up by Spain. However, the King was rcfolved not 
precipitately to engage himfelf in fuch a treaty as might be at- 
tended with fuch nn inconvenience, but to take time fully to 
conlider of it : and this delay the Portugal could not be pleafed 
with, and fo the ambaflador returned home to Iiis matter. 
About this time, the Houfeof Commons feot up a bill to the 
Lords, for the annexing Dunkirk and Jamaica to the crown of 
England, which Teemed to have the mod univerfal confent and 
approbation from the whole nation that ever any bill could be 
attended with*; yet the fame confideratioli which retarded the 
treaty with Portugal made the King lefs warth towards the ad- 
vancing of that bill ; and the Spanifh ambaflador was foli- 
citous toobttruAit, as he hath been (ince to obttru£l the 'match* 
with Portugal. This being the cafe ; and the Portugal ambaf- 
fador returning with fuch particular overtures to the King for 
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n marriage the daughter of that crown, that, both in re- 
fped of portion, and many other tranfeendent advantages^Jfor 
the advancement of the trade and empire of this kingdom*, the 
like hath not been oflfered in this age ; and his Majefty having 
received as full information and fatisfaftion in the beauty and 
excellency of that renowi^d princefs as can be had without a 
perfonal interview (a cirVujiiftance^very rarely admitted to 
princes it was not indiis Majefty’s power to be without fomc 
approbation and inclination to this alliance : yet even then he 
would not trull himfclf in this great affair, which fo nearly and 
fo dearly concerns himfelf, and himfelf above ’ all others* 
Though the benefit and advantage could but appear the fame 
upon further confultation, yet there might pollibly be fome 
mifehiefs, or fomc incon^eniencies be difeerned, which he had 
not forefeen. He rcfolvcs, therefore, to call his council \ tells 
them fome days before, that he had an afirair of great impor- 
tance to impart to them, and to receive their advice in ; and, 
therefore, appointed an<,extraordiiiary day, that they might all 
appear, (and truly, I think, there was but one Lord abfent, 
who was then indifpofed in* his health.) In this council he 
l{atc3 the whole matter, all that was offered of benefit and ad- 
vantage, all that occurred of hazard or inconvenience, with- 
out the lead difeovery of his own inclinations, further than 
that you would have believed he had feen the pidiure of his 
miftrefs ; it havipg been a fpeech he hath often accuftomed 
himfelf to, that he would not marry a woman he had not fome 
xeafon to believe he could love, though flie could bring him the 
empire of the world. He did not conceal from my Lords, what 
llie Spanifh ambalfador hgd offered againft this marriage, (vi ho is 
not over-referved in giving dbunfel, nor in communicating the 
counfcl he gives,) what proffers he had made of others, what 
threats of war in one cafe, what advantage of dowry in ano- 
ther ; that he is fo folicitous for the advancement of the Pro- 
teflant religion, that he bad offered feveral Proteflant princeffes 
to whom his mailer fhall give a portion, as with the Infanta of 
Spain ; and truly Icfs than the imiverfal monarch could not dif- 
pofe of fo many princeffes without the lead confent or privity 
of their own. His Majefiy commanded all my Lords to deli- 
ver their counfel and advice freely, upon a full profpe£l of 
what might appear good and happy for his people as well 
as for himfclf ; afiijring them, as he hath done you now this 
day, that as he never did, fo he never will do, any thing of 
great importance, without confulting with them. You will 
believe that my lords of the council are folicitous enough for 
the advancement of the Proteftant religion, upon which the 
welfare of this kingdom fo mu^ch depends. But they were very 

appre- 
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^rehenftve, thnt the firft Prolcftant daughter that ever any 
Kljliff of Spain hW, would not probably bring fo great advan- 
tages to it as was pretended. They have no inind to encourage 
the King to a war ; w^e have had war enough : but they do not 
think he fhould fo much fear a w^ar, as, out of the dread of it, 
to be at the difpofal of any other prii^e ; and that when he hath 
freed his own fubjedls frbm wardiMps and from liveries, that 
he fliould himfelf become a ware to Ae King of Spain, and 
not marry without his approbation and confent. They ob- 
ferved, that in the fame memorials, (1 do nofmean that which 
he laft printed, but a former) in which the Spani/h ambalfador 
threatens war if the King marries with Portugal, he prelfeth 
very earncflly the delivering up of Dunkirk and Jamaica \ and 
it is plain enough? he would have that recomprjife from the 
portion he v^ould eivc*. And, in truth, whofoevcf is agaiidt 
the match with Portugal, is for the delivery of Dunkirk and 
Jamaica ; war being as fiire to follow from the latter as the 
former, and from neither till the King«of Spaiiv find it conve- 
nient for himfelf, which I hope he will not yet do. 1 will not 
'enlarge upon the many rcafons. The King hath told you the 
conclufion. There was never a more unanimous adviceTroui 
any council, not any diffentiflg voiccj. in the bcfeeching his 
Majefty to make this irmrriage, and to finifli it with all the ex- 
pedition imaginable. Upon this, he fent for the Portugal am- 
baflador, declared his refolution to him, haih writ himfelf to 
Portugal, and is preparing his fleet to fetch home our queen. 
And I hope now he hath deferved all your thanks, both for the 
matter and the manner ; and that not only ourfcIvcT?, but the 
ages that are to fucceed us, fhall have caufe to blefs God and 
his Majefly for this refolution tliA he hath taken, and that he 
hath declared to us this day, and hath referved for this day, ha- 
ving obliged his council to ftcrecy, that he might hirnfjlf com- 
municate it to his whole kingdom at once. 

There are fome other particulars of weight ; but he will not 
mingle them with this great important one, which muft fo much 
fill your hearts and your hea* ; but will referve them till he 
fees you again after you have chofen your Speaker to him at 
four of the clock upon Friday. 


Speech by Sir Edward Turner^ Speaker of the^Houfe of Commons^ 
May lo, i66i. 

May it plcafe your Moft Excellent Majefty, 

'T^HE knights, citizens, and burgefles of the Commons 
^ Houfe of Parliament, being there alTembled by virtue of 

your 
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four Majedy^s mod gracious writ, h^e been pleafed (I dw 
not fay to chufe, but) to name me their Speafker. 

It is an undoubted privilege of every member in that Hdufe, 
to be heard fpeak, much more when he fpeaks for or againft 
himfelf. Bui, Sir, whether more out of favour to me or in- 
jury to themfelyes I cannoi tell, they were not pleafed to hear, 
at lead they would not accept, my juflf apology and excufe from 
this fervicc. • 

Therefore, from this their judgment, if I mud fo call it, I 
do mod humbly appeal to your fovereign judice ; befeeching 
your Majelly, for the errors that arc tc o vifible and apparent 
in their proceedings, that you will review andreverfe the fame. 

My incxperiince in the cudom and orders of the Houfe, my 
inability to colled their *fenfe, and date the quedions rifing 
upon long *and arduous debates, do judly render me unfit, and 
therefore unworthy, of this weighty emplBymeat, 

Your Majedy well knows, when a Ihip puts forth to fea, 
Ihe fliould be provided ^vith mariners of all forts. In cafe a 
dorm doth rife, fome mud trim and lower the fails, fome 
mud watch aloft the decks, fome mud work at the pump : but 
Kc had need be a very good feaman that is the pilot. Sir, I 
hope I may be ufcful to this yefUr fovereign vefi'el in fome of 
thefc inferior places but 1 dare not undertake to be their fteerf- 
inan. 

I do mod humbly therefore bcfeech your Majedy, that you 
will not take us at our fird word ; our fecond thoughts are bed. 
Pray, therefore, be pleafed to command the members of the 
Houfe of Commons to returi: into their Houfe, to rccolle£t 
themfelves, to prefent your Majedy with a better choice. 


After, conferring with his Majedy, the Lord Chancellor an- 
fwereth as foiloweth : 


Mr. Speaker, 

have not diferedited yoiirfelf enough to perfuade th« 
^ King to dilfent from his Houfe of Commons in the elec- 
tion they have made. If he had never feen you before, you 
have now fpoke too well againd yourfelf, for his Majedy to 
fufpe£l you are no good fpeaker : but you have the honour to 
be well known to the King ; have fpoken very often before 
him ; and his Majelly well knows that you are not without 
any of thofc parts ; of knowing the orders of the Houfe, 
where you have fat long ; or colleding and dating and putting 
the quedions aptly, which nruft conftitute aright good fpeaker. 
Therefore his Majedy 1$ fo fat from thinking the Houfe hath 
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^jiudean illrhoicci tha»he believes they cotiW not have made 
abetter} or fromtadmitting your excnfe, that he confirms their 
elediion, and thanks them very heartily fur making it ; and re- 
quires you to fubmit to it, and to betake yourfelf with all ala- 
crity to the fervice. 

. — i 

MisMajefty having thus denied Mt; Speaker's excnfe, and ap- 
proved of the Commons choice of him j Mr. Speaker pro- 
ceeded, and faid, 


TJE that know his mafter’s will and doth it not, is worthy to 
be beaten with many ftripes. I (hall therefore humbly 
and cheerfully, to the bell of my poor (kill and knowledge, 
apply myfelf to the performance of my duty ; not doubting 
therein to obtain your* Majefly’s gracious paulon for all invo- 
luntary tranfgreffioiTs ; for it is a rule in law, and in coiifcience 
too, non facit rtum^ mji Mem Jit rea. 

And, lincc I have found this favour jn the figjit of my Lord 
the King, pray let me beg your Majeliy’s patience, for a while, 
to make a (land, and from this place to look about me. Sir, 
a weak head is fcon giddy ; but the ftrongeft brain may here bu 
turned : the prefence of this glory, and the glory of this pre- 
fence, do tranfport me^i Whilft I contemplate the incompa- 
rable beauty ot this body politic, and the goodly order of this 
high court of Parliament, where at once I behold all the glory 
of this nation, I am almoft in the condition of St. Paul, when 
he was taken up into the third heaven. All he could fay upon 
his return w'as, he faw things unutterable.** 

Gcd, that made, all things for the^ ufc of man, and made 
him governor over over all his wdtks, thought it not fit to leave 
him to himfelf, nor to live without a Jaw and government. 
7^he forms and fpecies of governments are various; monarchi- 
cal, arirtocraiical, and democratical : but the (irft is certainly 
the beft, as being neareft to divinity, itfelf. 

Ariftocracy is fubjedl to degenerate, and run into fa£lion ; 
but democracy naturally runs into confufion. Then every man 
becomes a tyrant over his neighbour ; homo homini lupusy homo 
homhii daemon. 

This famous ifland, hidorians tell us, was firft inhabited 
by the Britans, then by the Romans, then by the Saxons, 
•tlien by the Danes, then by the Normans^; and during all 
thefe fucceffions of ages and variety of changes, though there 
was fometimes divifum imperiumy yet every diviiion was happy 
under a monarchical government. 

Since the entrance of the Nomian race, twenty-five kings 
and queens, famous in their generations, from whom your. 
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Sacred Majefty is lineally defcerided,chave fwayed the rovaJL, 
Jeeptre of this naiion. • ^ 

The chiidjcn of Ifrael, when they were in the wildernefs, 
though they were fed witli (jod’s own hand, and cat the food 
of angels, yet they furfeiled, and murmured, and rebelled 
againrt Mori.s. V 

The fame unthankful dwelt in this nation for divers 

years lafl pall. The rBcn of that age were w^cary of the go- 
vernment, though it was rehned to the wonder and envy of all 
other luilions ; Micy quarrelled with our Mofes, bccaufe he was 
the Lord’s a mu n ted. Nohwius hunc r^gnare^ was their firft 
quarrel; but levelling, parity, and confufion followed; then 
lyvanny and uIim nation was t'.ie conclufion. 

Wc read of the Einpi^or Adrian, whcn*hc lay a dying, he 
complained that many phyficians had deilroyed liim ; meaning, 
that their contraiy conceits and diftlrcnt fliredions for his re* 
covery had hartened his death. 

So it is whh us ; \jc*were lick of reformation ; our re- 
formers were of all ages, fexes, and degrees ; of all profef- 
lions and trades. The ’very coblcr W'cnt beyond his laft. 
Theft new Itatcfmen took upon them to regulate and govern 
our govG-inors : this was the fiefenefs and plague of the nation. 
Their new- Wvvs were all w^ritten in bl#ody letters ; the cruelty 
of their tribunals made the judgment-feat little differ from a 
(laiighter-houfe :^the rich man was made an clTc*nder for a 
word j poor men were fold for flaves, as the Turks fell heads 
twenty for an afper : yet for all this villany there was at length 
found a protedor. 

No amendment at Icijgth would ferve thefe reformers turns; 
no conceffions, though the nibll gracious that could be imagined, 
would fatisfy thefe ufuipers: but, root and branch, all mull go. 
Our late fovereign lord, of blefled memory, mull be offered 
up a facrifice to their lull ; your facred peifon fgreat Sir) pro- 
feribed, and all the royal family exiled. Monarchy itfclf was 
voted burthenfome, and therefore they muff: try a common- 
weatffi*; and, the better to digcfli»it, the people were intoxicated 
wiih a belief that they fliould all, like themfelves, be princes in 
their turns. 

v Amongft the Perfians, after the death of their governor 
there w'as ufed to be avojixi'a wevls rJ^utEpSy, a five days kiu Icfsncfs, in 
which' time every* man might do what he lifted : during ihofe 
five days there v/as fuch killing, and robbing, and deftroying 
one another, that, before they were ended, the people longed 
again for their old government. 

After the death of your Majefty’s moft royal father, here was 
the like licentioufnefs ; but,^ alas ! it continued more than 
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twice five years; liberiy they called it; but it was Liber tas 
quidlibet audcndu% Your loyal fubjcdts were a prey to wolves 
and lygers ; and to the molt cruel of all bealts, unreafonable 
men. Every man did what feemed good in his own eyes ; for 
in thefe days there was no King in our Ifrael. 

But, as the former fpirit of refo/mation at firft brought us 
into this mifery, fo the* fpirit of giddinefs, which God fent 
amongft our reformers, at length cure«l us. The brazen fer- 
pent w^as the beft cure for thofe that were bitten by the fiery 
ferpent. Thedivifions and fubdivifions of thofe that exercifed 
dominion over us, weakened their own power, and ftirred up 
the hearts, and ftrengthened the hands, of your loyal fubjefts, 
to reftore our ancient government, and to bring your Sacred 
Majelty back to your royal throne ift peace, a^, to the joy of 
all oiir hearts, we feeat this day. 

This was the w^k of God, and it is admirable in our eyes. 
And as wx have caufe at all times to blefs God, that he hath 
thus brought your Majefty to you? geople ; fp tve have juft 
caufe at this time to return our hearty thanks unto your Ma- 
jefty, that you have thus brought ^your people to yourfelf. 

The fun exhales the vapours from the earth, and fends them 
down again in fliowcrs of plenty. So we, to our great joy, 
do find that our obedier^e and affeflion to your Majefty are re- 
turned upon our heads, in plenty, peace, and prote&ion. 

The laft meeting here in Parliament was Jiappy, in healing 
the bleeding wounds of this nation. They were blefled alfo, 
even for their works fake. Your facred Majefty did blefs 
them , and therefore they ftiall be bleifed to all pofterity. 

But, Sir, we hope you have a bleftjng left for us too. That 
was your Parliament by adopliofl, but this is your’s by birth- 
right. This Parliament is free-born. 1 hope this honour will 
beget in us an emulation to exceed the aftions of our predecef- 
fors ; and not only to meet your Majefty as our fovereign with 
the duty of fiibjcds, but with the love of fons to a moft indul- 
gent father. 

Next to the glory of your <Majefty’s royal throne, I cannot 
but obfcM ve the brightnefs of this fecond orb. This firmament 
is richly deckt with ftars of fqveral magnitudes ; each ftar ap- 
pears like the morning ftar, and yet each ftar differs from 
another in glory. 

. You cannot want commanders, either -by fea or land, to 
manage your dcfigns, whilft all thefe fons of Mars ftand can- 
didates to ferve you in the wars. 

You cannot want counfellors, to advlfc you in the great af- 
fairs of the nation^ whilft all thefe ftatefmen, fcn;^ors, each fit 
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to be a conful, contend \vho fliall mof^eafc you in the thorny 
cares of the government. , 

Amidft thefe noble Englifh barons are placed the reverend 
judges of the land, the fagcs of the law ; men fo learned and 
expert in the cufloms and ftatuies of this land, that if Wat 
Tyler, or Jack Cade, oryhc new fanatics of this latter age, 
had burned our books, the)\wcre ablerfo reftore our laws in pu- 
rity and perfedion. • 

And next to thefe, though in a lower orb, appear the wor- 
thy knights, the prudent citizens and burgefles, of the Houfe 
of Commons, being the third eftate of Parliament. 

When the fame of Solomon’s wifdom had tilled the neigh- 
bouring nation?, the Qiiecn of Sheba could not contain herfelf 
at home ; but, with manytcamelb, laded with fpices, vvith gold, 
and precious (tones in abundance, the come^ to Solomon, to 
commune with him of all that was in her heart. 

Great Sir, w hilft this your native country was unworthy of 
you, foreign nations were? made happy in the knowledge of 
your perfon, your piety, and your wifdom. And now the 
Lord our God hath brought. you home, and fet you on your 
ifoone, your Ibbjeils long to ice you. 

* What flriving and rejoicing vwas there, at your firfl: landing, 
to fee our rifing fun ! ^ 

What ftriving was there, at your coronation, to fee the im- 
perial crown fet upon your royal head! 

. What ftriving liath there lately been, in all the counties, 
cities, and boroughs of this nation, who flidiild be fent up to 
hear your wifdom, and confer with you in Parliament ! 

Royal Sir, thefe chofcn w^orthy mcirengers are not come 
empty-handed ; they are ladwi, they are fent up to you heavy 
laden, from their fevcral counties, cities, and boroughs. 

If the aftc(5lions of all Englithmcn can make you happy ; if 
the rlchfes of this nation can make you great ; if the ftrength of 
this warlike people can make you confidcrable at home and 
abroad ; be allured, you are the grealeft monarch in the world. 
Give me leave, 1 befeecli you, t 9 double my words, and fay it 
again, I wifti my voice could reach to Spain, and to the Indies 
loo, you are the greateft monarch in the world. 

I fear your royal patience may be tired. I will therefore 
fpeak no more my own words ; but, in the name of Commons 
of England, huiijbly prefent unto your Majefty their accuf- 
lomed petitions when firft they are aflembled in Parliament, 
and fo conclude : 

Firft, I dobefeech your Majefty, that, for our better at- 
tendance on the important feivice of the Houfe, oiir- 
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ftelves> and our^eceflary fervants, may be free, in our 
perfons afid cft^tes, from all arrefts and troubles. 

2. That, debate and difputes being neceiTary to the dif- 
quiiiiion of many matters in the Houfe, your Majefty 
will be pleafed to voiichfafe ,us liberty and freedom of 
fpeech ; which, I doubt not, we (hall ufe with loyalty 
and fobricty. * 

3. That, if the great affairs retire it, your Majcfly, 
upon our humble fuit, will vouchfafe us accefs to your 
royal perfon. 

4. I'hat the proceedings of the Houfe may receive a 
benign interpretation, and be free at all times from mif- 
conltriiSions. 

The Speaker’s fpcech being ended, the Lord Chancellor again 
conferred with His Majefty ; and anfwered, 

Mr. Speaker, * * 

'T^HE Kiiig is well pleafed with your obedience, and that you 

have fo .cheerfully fubmitted to undergo that province tlve 
Houfe of Commons hath defined you to : he promifes himfelf 
and the King as great frtiit and benefit from your joint fqrvices, 
as ever any of his progenitors received from a Speaker and a 
Houfe of Commons, The King did his part, by publiftiing 
the very day he intended the Parliament fliould meet, a good 
time before the writs were fealed ; by fending out the writs 
much longer than was neceffary before the day of meeting, that 
the country might not be furprifed in*thcir cledions, but that 
they might fend up fuch, as he iftight make a clear view and 
profpeft of the affedions and defires of his people \ and he is 
perfuaded that the Commons of England were never more ex- 
a£Hy reprefented than they are at prefent, in you, the knights, 
citizens, and burgefles. And yet I have a very particular com- 
mand from his Majefty to tell you, which in truth he meant to 
have faid to you himfelf the other day, and which he hopes you 
will not take ill in point of privilege, that his Majefty takes 
notice, indeed he cannot chufe but take notice, of one ill cir-* 
cumftance in many ele£lions, which he imputes rather to the 
vice of the times, a vice worthy your feverity, than to any 
Corrupt intention; that is, excefs of drinking, which pro- 
duceth that other fcandalous excefs in the expence. His Ma- 
jefty doth very heartily recommend it to your wifdom, for the 
honour and dignity of Parliaments, that you will take feme 
courfe to prevent this inconvenieneb for the futurb ; and if you 
VoL. I. E. thUk 
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think fit to call for any help from him^towards it, you will bc^ 
fure to have it. 

You have made, Mr. Speaker, a very lively defcription of 
the extravagancy of that confulion which this poor nation 
groaned under, when they would throw off a government they 
had lived and profpered under fo many ages, indeed from the 
time of being a nation, and which is*as natural to them as their 
food or their raiment? to model a new one fpr themfelves, 
which they knew no more how to do, than the naked Indians 
. know how to drefs themfelves in the French fafliion ; when 
(as you fay) all ages, fexes, and degrees, all profeilions and 
trades, would become reformers, when the common people of 
England would reprefent the Commons of England ; and ab« 
jefl men, who could neither write nor reacf, would make laws 
for the government of the moft heroic and the moft learned na- 
tion. in the world ; for fure none of our neighbours will deny it 
to have a full excellency gnd perfeQion both in arms and let- 
ters, And it was the gfroffeft and moft ridiculous pageant that 
great importer ever expofed to public view', when he gave up 
the nation to be difpofed of Fy a handful of poor mechanic per- 
fons, who, finding they knew not what to do with it, would 
(he was fure) give it back to Kim again, as they fliortly did, 
which .makes his title complete to the government he meant to 
cxercife ; no man undervalues the common people of England, 
who are in truth the beft and the honefteft,* aye, and the wifeft 
common people in the world, when he fays they are not fit to 
model the government they are to live under, or to make laws 
they are to obey. Solomon tells us, there is a time when one 
man rules over another his own hurt ; we have had abundant 
inftances of Juch a time, it is the privilege, if you pleafe, 
the prerogative (and it is a great onej of the common people of 
England, to be reprefeiited by the greateft, and learnedeft, and 
wealthieft, and vvifelt perfons, that can be chofe out of the 
nation ; and the confounding the Commons of England, which 
Is a noble rcprelentaiive, with the common people of England, 
was the firll ingredient into that accur fed dofe, which intoxi- 
cated the brains of men with that imagination of a common- 
wealth ; a commonwealth, Mr. Speaker, a government as 
impoilible for the fpfrit and temper and genius of the Englifh 
nation to fubinit to, as it is to perfuade them to give their cattle 
and their corn to‘'oihcr men, and to live upon roots and herbs 
themfelves. I w'ifli heartily that they who have been moft de- 
lighted with that imagination, knew in trutji the great benefit 
under the goyernincnt. There is not a commonwealth in Eu- 
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rope, where every marfthat is worth one thoiifand pounds doth 
not pay more to the government than a man of a thoufand 
pounds a year did ever to the crown here before thefc troubles. 
And I am perfuaded that monfter commonwealth coft this na- 
tion more, in the few years fhe was begot, born, and brought 
up, and in her funeral (which was the beft cxpenfe of all,) 
than the monarchy hath done thcfe fix hundred years. 

You have well done, Mr. Speaker, ?n taking nocice of the 
great efteem the King hath of the memory of the lall Parliament. 
He takes all occafions himfelf to do it ; and itdeferved it at his 
hands; but as the wi fed father takes joy in the hopes his heir will 
be wifer than he, and the greateft monarch in the hopes that his 
fucceflbr will be greater than he ; ant^if the fouls departed feel 
any joy upon what is done in this world, it is in the cafe of 
fuch an heir, fuch a fucceffor ; fo, you may be confident, the 
ghod of the deceafed Parliament will be much delighted, much 
exalted, to fee your a£lion$ excel theirs, and your fame exceed 
theirs. It was a bleifed Parliament ; «but there are other and 
greater ble flings refer ved for you. They began many things 
which you may have the happinefs to finilh ; they had not 
time, nor opportunity, to begin many things which you may 
have the honour to begin and finifli. They invited his Majedy 
home, redored him to Ms throne, and monarchy to the nation. 
It will be your glory, fo to eftablifti him in his power and great- 
nefs, fo as to annex monarchy to the nation, that he and his 
poderity fliall be never agaia forced to be abroad, that they be 
invited home, nor in danger to be redored 5 fo to rivet mo- 
narchy to the hearts, and to the underdandings of all men, that 
no man may ever prefume to con^irtf againd it. Let it not 
fuflice that we have our King again, and our laws again, and 
Parliaments again : but let us fo provide, that neither King, 
nor laws, nor Parliament, may be fo ufed again. Let not our 
monarchy be undermined by a fifth monarchy, nor men fuf- 
fered to have the prote£lion of a government they profefs to 
hate. Root out all anti-monarchical principles ; at lead, let 
not the fame dratagems prevail againd us. Let us remember 
how we were deceived ; and let not the fame artifices over-reach 
us again. Let King, and church, and country, receive more 
and greater advantages, by the wifdom and indudry of this 
Parliament. *Let trade abroad and at home be encouraged and 
Enlarged, all vices and excefles be redrained and ,«Bolilhed, by 
new laws and provifions ; let profitable arts and indudry find fo 
great encouragement, that all thriving inventions may be 
brought from all pans of the world to enrich this kingdom, 
and that the inventors may grow rich in this kingdom. And 
upon this argument of encouraging indudry, Thave a com- 
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mand from the King, . to recommend lo you the encouragement 
or prefervatioii of a great work of induftry, in which the ho- 
nour and intereft of the nation is more concerned than in any 
work this age hath brought out, ir may be in any nation ; and 
that is, all the drainings in England, which have given us new 
countries upon our own continent, and brought an ineflimablc 
benefit to the King and people, afi aft of creation making 
earth, and mending air by wit and indullry. Let no way- 
wardnefs in particular perfons, or conlideraiion of private and 
particular advantage, give diflurbance to works of fo public a 
nature, much lei's deftroy fuch w'orks; but provide out of hand 
for the upholding and fiipporting them by fome good law, in 
which due care may be taken for all particular intcrefts, when 
the public is out or daii^er. • 

I have but one defire more, Mr. Speaker, to make to you 
from the King, to which the ftafon of^the year, as well as 
your inclinations to gratify him, w'ill difpofe you;- and that is, 
that you v/iHj.irc fuch expedition in your councils of moil: im- 
portance, that the rcfl may be left to a recefs in the winter, 
after an adjo\r. junciit ; that* his Majefly may have time to be- 
'ilow him fell’ upon his fiibjefts in a progref'^, which he w'oukl 
be glad to begin before the ertd of July. I have leave to tell 
you the progrefs he intends ; that Itc dtfires again to fee his good 
city of oivciler, and to iliank God for his deliverance there, 
and to thank (jod even in thofe cottages, and barns, and hay- 
lofts, in which he was fhcltcrcd, and feafted, and preferved ; 
and in the clofe of tliat progrefs he hopes he fhall find his queen 
in his arms, and lb return to rucet you here in the beginning of 
winter. • 

Mr. Speaker, all your petitions arc very grateful to the 
King. You and your fervants, in your perfons and cilatcs, 
are free from all arrefts or n)oleltalions. Y\>ur liberty and free- 
dom of fpeeoh is vi ry willingly granted to you. When you 
would repair to his \iajcfty, you lhall be welcome. And his 
Majcfty will be fo far iVom jealoufy of your aftions, lliat he 
believes it is impoiTible for himno be jealous of you, or you of 
him ; and if you pleafe, he will make it penal to nourilh that 
unwholcfomc weed in any part of tlie kingdom. 
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A Letter to Hit Majejly from the Ejlates of Parliament in Scot- 
land, jent by His Majejly to the Lords and Commons, May ao, 
1661. 

For the King’s moft Sacred and Excellent Majcfty. 

Moft Sacred Soveraii * 

'T^HE many and great bleflings which tliis your Majefty’s an- 
cient kingdom docs now enjoy, under the adminiflration of 
your royal authority, and the deliverance they have thereby from 
the miferies, bondage, and tyranny, of thofe twenty-three 
years troubles, have fo ravifhed the fpirits of all your good fub- 
je 61 s with joy and admiration, that, yi a fenfe of their bypaft 
failings, and prefent duties, we are obliged, in difeharge of 
our confciences an<k truft, to allure your Majcfty, that this 
kingdom doth conceive it their happinefs, above other nations, 
to live under the government and proiecftion of fo religious, fo 
W'ifc, and fo gracious a prince \ and w'Wl be zeaplous, that the 
returns of their duty and allcgiancejhall be fuitable thereunto; 
being ready, at all occafions, to hazard their lives and fortunes, 
in the maintenance of your hjajefty’s authority and govern** 
ment, in its prefent conftitiition ; and in every other thing 
that may concern your *Majefty’s royal power, prerogative, 
and greatnefs ; by which alone the liberties, freedom, and juft 
intereft, of your people can be fecured. 

And lince your Majefty hath been pleafed to declare your 
gracious acceptance of our weak, but faithful endeavours, 
which we are obliged unto, in difeharge of that duty we ow^e 
to Gud, and to your Majefty, an^ for vindicating of the ho- 
nour and juftice of that glorious martyr, your royal father, and 
our native and dread foveran of blelfed memory, we are 
thereby encouraged, as your great council, to reprefent to your 
Majefty, that we conceive it necelfary, for your own honour, 
for the advancement of your fervice, and for fcciiring a firm 
and lalling peace to your peopl^ that two hundred horfc, and 
fomc foot, for the ncceifary garrifons, be kept on pay : and 
that, befide thefe, there be a militia of fome troop'^, fettled 
upon confiding perfons, in the feveral counties of the kingdom. 
And it is our humble defire, that, for the further endearing 
^he affeftlons *of your people, and for conjuleting of their ' 
happinefs by your confidence in them, your Majefty may be 
pleafed to order, that all the forces to be made life of within 
this kingdom may confift of natives; and that all other may be 
removed. ^ 

And, becaufe many of our late troubles were occafioned, 
cithpr by the too much countenahcc given to difatFe£led per- 
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foil’s, who employed the royal favour?, and crown revenues, 
beftow^ed upon them, for keeping up thofe troubles, or by the 
unftreightnefs of fome public minifters, we are confident your 
Majcfty V ill have fpecial regard, in the difpenfmg of favours 
and trufts, to luch as have been and are faithful to the royal 
interells \ which w’ill be a great fatlsfaffion to the generality 
and body of this kingdom, who are lo loyal and affeftionate to 
your Majelly’s iniereft® as there is no reajfon either to fear or' 
flatter any who are otherwife difpofed. 

And, that your Majefty may have the more full account of 
oiu adings, and of the condition of this kingdom, and your 
affairs in it, we have, with the allowance of your commiffioner 
(whofe loyalty, prudence^ and faithfulnefs, in this his truft, and 
in a more full and legal afferting of the roy^l power, than in 
any age formerly, doth much above what we are able recom- 
mend to your Majefly’s fpecial favour) maae choice of the Earl 
of Glencairne, your chancellor, and the Earl of Rothes, pre- 
fident of your council, who have been eminently inflrumental 
in your fervice here, to wait upon your Majefty; and do 
humbly recommend them, and fheir employment, to your fa- 
wurable acceptance ; expedins fuch a gracious return, as may 
be an eftabliflimcnt to your majefty’s authority and fervice, 
and an encouragement to all honefl meft ; and, among them, to 

Your Majefty’s moft humble, moft faithful, moft 
obedient fubjeds and fervants. 

The efiates of your Parliament of Scotland* 
Edinburgh^ April 24, 1661. 


A Letter from hh Majejiy^ June 22 , 1661. 

To our trufty and well-beloved Sir Edward Turner, 
Knight, Speaker of our Houfe of Commons : to be 
comitiunicated to the fioufe* 

Charles Rex. 

^TTRUSTY and well-beloved, we greet you well. At the 
opening our Parliament, you were told, that. we had a 
great defirc this fuminer to make a progrefs through fome parts 
of our kingdom*; which we refolve to begin, in devotion, t6 
our city of Worce^er, that we may pour out our thanks to 
God for our deliverance there ; and the feafon of the year 
quickens us in that inclination, as we prefume it difpofes you 
to a defire to withdraw from this city, and to vifit your coun- 
tries : but you may rismember, we told you then, that we had 
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catifed fomc bills to bd prepared for you, for confirmation/ of 
what we enafled at our laft meeting: and we faid all wdf 
could to you, of the value we fet upon the ASt ©f Indemnity, 
as we have great rcafon to do; and if we could have ufed 
ftronger expreflions to have conjured you fpeedily to have dif- 
patched it, we aifure you we would have done it. And we did 
think, what we faid wotild have made an imprcflion in all, 
who profcfs a defire to ferve us ; and fthercfore we expeSed 
every day, that the fame bill would have been prefented to us, 
for another affent. We muft confefs we hear, you have 
Ihewed great affedlion t# us, fince your coming together; and 
that you have already prepared and paiTed fomc very good bills 
(for which we heartily thank you) that are ready for the royal 
alfent : yet we caifnot but tell you, tfiat though wc are enough 
concerned to expedite thofe bills, we have no mind to pals 
them, till the Ad* of Indemnity be likewife prefented to us ; 
upon which (if you take our word) moft of our quiet and good 
depends ; and in which, we are fure, qur honour is concerned : 
thereof we muft again, and as earneftly as is pofliblc, conjure 
you, to ufe all pofliblc expedition*in the paffing that ad, in the 
fame terms we already pafled it ; to which we take ourfelveS 
obliged ; and that you will, for the prefent, lay aiide all pri* 
vate bufinefs, that fo, betaking yourfclves only to the public^ 
you may be ready to adjourn by the middle of the next month, 
which will beft fuit with all our occafions. And fo, not 
doubling of your readinefs to comply with us in thefe our juft 
and neceflary defires, we bid you heartily farewel. 

Given at our court at Whitehall, the twenty-firft day of. 

June, 1 66 1 , in the thirteenth year of our reign. 

WILLIAM MORICE. 


Speech hy the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons^ July 8, i66l* 

May it pleafe your moft^xccllent Majefty, 

^HE writ of fummons, whereby your Majefty was pleafed 
^ to call together the'knights, citizens, and burgefles, of the 
Commons' Houfe of Parliament, gave us to underftand, “ That 
your Majefty had divers weighty and urgent matters to com- 
municate to us ; fuch as did' concern your »oyal perfon, your 
ftate and dignity, "the defence of the kingdom, and the church 
of* England ; and in the fame method propounded to us hy your 
Majefty, we have applied ourfelves to offer you our beft coun- 
fel and^advice**’ 
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Wc have found your Majefty miraculoufly prcfervcd, by the 
hand of God, from the hands of your enemies : we found you 
peaceably feated in the throne of your anceftors ; we found 
the hereditary imperial crown of thefc nations aulpicioufly fet 
upon your royal head : and all this after a ftiarp and bloody 
civil war* 

We held it our duties, in the firft* place, to endeavour the 
fafety and prcf<;rvation cf your Majelly’s perfon and govern- 
ment i and to that purpofc have prepared a bill. 

Next to the fafety of your Majefty, look into confidcra- 
tion the ftaie and power that is nccelfary for fo great a prince ; 
and do hope ere long to fettle your militia fo, that, by the 
bleffing of God, you need not fear ftorms from abroad, or 
earthquakes here at homef. « 

'Your Majefty was pleafed, at the opening of the Parliament, 
to recommend unto us two bills ; one, for*^confirming oF pub- 
lic adls y another, for the private a£ls that palled the laft Par- 
liament. 'I hey were many in number, and great in weight, 
that hitherto we could not confider of them all : but fome we 
have perufed; the Adt for Confirmation of Judicial Proceed- 
ings ; for taking away the court of wards and liveries, and 
purveyances ; and alfo all thofe that do relate to your Majefty 's 
cuttoms and excife. f 

And, that we might with fome cheerfulnefs fee your Ma« 
jefty’s face, vse have brought our brother Benjamin vviih us: 
1 mean, your Adi of Oblivion ; 1 take the boldncfs to call it 
your s, for fo it is by many titles ; your Majefty firft conceived 
it at Breda. You helped to contrive and form it here in Eng- 
land ^ and, we mull alltbear you witnefs, you laboured and 
travailed till it w'as brought?^ forth : and lince it had a being, 
fome queftion being made of its Icgiiiinatlon, your royal heart 
is not at * eafe until it be confirmed. And now, Sii, give me 
leave to fay, by the fufPrage of a full, a free, and legal Parlia- 
ment, it i.‘« prefented lo your Majefty, to be naturalized* Your 
Majefty *s Jefnes are fully aiifwercd by all the reprefentatives 
of the people : and their hearty prayer to God is, that all your 
fubjedts may be truly thankful to you ; and that your Majefty 
may long live to enjoy the fruits of this unparalleled mercy. 

Your Majefty was pleafed to intimate to us op Saturday laft. 
That you fo valued the quiet and fatisfadlion of your people, 
and the keeping of your royal word M^ith them, that, although' 
divers other bills were made ready for you, you would vpuch- 
fafe the honour to this bill alone, your favourite, to come and 
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pafs it. Sir, hereby you have made this a great holiday ; and 
we Ihall obferve it with joy and thank fgiving. Upon fuch 
folemn feftivals, there ufeth to be a fecond fervice, an anthem, 
and a collefl, or at lead an offering. My anthem Ihall be, 
tibi retrihuanij Domtm: ^ And my coUj; 6^, a Ihort report 
ot your revenue. We know, great Sir, that money is both 
the finews of war, and bbnd of peace. W'c have, therefore, 
taken care of your Majefty's revenue f and do delire to make 
it in fome good proportion fuitable both to your grandeur and 
your merit. 

We do believe, the ftate of our King is the honour of our 
ftate ; and the bell way to preferve our peace, is to be well 
provided for war. Our time hath not permitted us to* finifli 
this work ; but, af an earned of our good afledions, we defire 
your Majcdy to accept an offering from us« * 

We cannot enough admire your Majedy’s patience, provi- 
dence, and frugality abroad. You did not bring home a debt 
for us to pay, great as a prince's ranfqm. And fince your "re- 
turn, you have not, with King Edward the Third after his 
wars in France, or Henry the Fourth, Hepry the Seventh, or 
Henry the Eighth, dcfired new and great aids, and heavy fuU^ 
ddies, from your people for yoftr fiipplies. 

No, Sir ; you have been fo far from asking, that part of the 
money wldr h was given you lad Parliament for your houfehold 
proviiion, y<m have i fued out towards payment of our debts ; 
you have robbed your own table (I had almod faid given the 
meat out of your own belly) to feed the hungry feamcn. 

Dear Sir,nhefc things have a jiid influence upon the people ; 
they fill our hearts with joy and affeflion to your Majedy. 

1 do not pretend much to phyTiognomy ; but, if I midake 
jiot greatly, the faces of the people do promife great franknefs 
and cheerfulncfs in your prefent fupplies. 

What would not your Majedy s friends have given, wdthiti 
thefe eighteen months, to have feen your Majedy thus happily 
fettled r And what can be too much for thofe to return, who 
have received all they enjoy frbm your Majedy 's mercy. 

Great Sir, to conclude this folemn fervice ; the Commons 
of England do, by me their fervant, humbly prefent you with 
this bill, intituled, An Aft for a free and voluntary Prefent 
jmd wifli it arfuccefs anfwerable to your royal heart's defire. 


After 
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After this, his Majefty was plcafed to make a very gracious 
fpeech, as folio weth : 

My Loids and Gentlemen, 

TT is a good time fince I heard of your pafling this bill for 
^ money ; and I am lure you would have prefrnted it to me 
fooner, if you bad tlicught 1 had delired it ; but the truth is, 
though I have need enough of it, 1 had no mind to receive it 
from you, till I might at the fame time give my alTent to this 
other very good bill that accompanies it, tor which I longed 
very impatiently. I thank you for both w'ith all my heart j 
and though there arc other good bills ready, with widch you 
will eafily believe I am i^ry well pleafed, aftd in which 1 am 
indeed enough concerned^ yet I chufe rather to pafs thefe two 
bills together, and to pafs them by ihemTelves without any 
other, that you may all fee, and in you the whole kingdom, 
that I am at leaft eqt'aUy*concerned for you and them, as for 
rayfelf : and in "truth it will be want of judgment in me, if T 
ever defirc any thing for myfelf, that it. not equally good for 
ypu and them. I am confident, you all believe that my well- 
being is of fomc life and benefit to you ; and I am fure your 
ivell-bcing, and being well pleafed, is the greateft comfort and 
blefling I can receive in this world. 

I hope you will be ready within few davs to difpalch thofc 
other rubiic bills which arc ftill depending before you, that I 
may come hiiiv.r ar.d pafs all together, and then adjourn till 
wiiiicr, when what reniains may be provided lor: and I would 
be very glad that you w®uld be ready by the tweiiMclh of this 
month, or thereabouts, for tffc adjournment ; w hich methinks 
you might eafily be, if you fufpended all private bulinefs till 
the recefs. The lall Parliament, by God’s blclling, laid the 
foundation of the happinefs we all enjoy ; and therefore I 
thought it but juflice to the memory of it, to fend you bills for 
the ccn'.rmation of what was enafted then ; and I cannot 
doubt but you will difpatch wdilt remains of that kind with 
all convenient fpeed ; and that you will think, that what was 
then thought iieceJTary or fit for the public peace to be cnaded, 
ought not to be fhaken now, or any good man lefs fecure of 
what he poirefies, than he was When you came togtther. It is 
to put myfelf in nfind as wxll as you, that 1 fo often (1 think' 
as often as I come to you) mention to you my declaration from 
PreJa : and let me put you in mind of another declaration* 
publilhed by ypurfclves about the fame time, and which, I am 
per fuaded, made mine, the more efFedlual ; an honeft, generous, 
and Ciiriiliau declaration, figped by the molt eminent perfons, 

who 



’ ( 59 ) 

lyho had been the moft eminent fufFererSy in which you re- 
nounced all former animonties. all memory of former unkind- 
neffes, vowed all imaginable good-will to, and all confidence in* 
each other. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Let it be in no man’s jJower to charge me or you with breach 
of our word or promife, which can never be a good ingredient 
to our future fecurity. Let us look forward, and not back- 
ward; and never think of what is paft, except, men put us in 
mind of it, by repeating faults we had forgot ; and then let 
us remember no more than what concerns thofe very perfons. 

God hath wrought a wonderful miracle in fettling us as he 
hath done. I pray let us do all we cdli to get the reputation at 
home and abroad of being well fettled. We have enemies and 
enviers enough, wHb labour to have it thought otherwife; and 
if we would indeed-have our enemies fear ns, and our neigh- 
bours love and rerpe(^l us, and fear us ^nongh to love us, let us 
take all the ways we can, that, as the world cannot but take 
notice of your extraordinary afFeSion to me, and of the com-- 
fort I take in that afFedlion, fo that it may likewife take notice 
of your afFedlion to and confidence in each other ; which will 
difappoint all defigns «gain(l the public peace, and fully efta* 
blilli our joint fecurity. 


Speech by the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, July 30, 1661, 

May it pleafe your moft excellent Majcfty, 

'T^HE wife men tell us, There *s a time to fow, and a time 
to reap. Since your Majefty did convene the knights, 
citizens, and burgeftes ot the Commons Houfe of Parliament, 
they have with unwearied labour confulted for the fervice of 
your Majefty, and the good of this nation ; and now the fields 
grow white to harveft. In the great field of nature all fruits 
do not grow ripe together ; bfit foine in one month, fome in 
another; one time affords your Majefty primrofes and violets; 
another time prefents you with July-flowers. So it is in the 
courfe of our proceedings ; fome of our fruits are in the blof- 
fom, when Others are in the bud ; fome are near ripe, and 
others fit to be prefentedto your Majefty. Amongtl the num- 
ber of our choiceft ripe fruits, we firft prefent you w'^ith a bill 
for the fafety and prefervation of your Majefty ’s royal perfon 
and government. 

Your prcdeceflbr Queen Elizabeth, of famous memory, in* 
the thirteenth year of her reign/ -by Pius Quintus, then bilhop 

of 
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of Rome, was excommunicated and Sinathemati 2 ed. John 
Felton polled up a bull at the Bilhop of London's palace, 
whereby Ihe was declared to be deprived of her title to the 
kingdom, and all the people of this realm abfolved from their 
allegiance to her \ tlie Qiieen of Scots was then a prifoncr in 
England ; and the Duke of Norfolk, for many defigns againft 
our Queen, committed to the T ower. Hiftorians tell us, the 
times were very troubleftme, full ot fufpicions and confpira- 
cies. But, Sir, what then wus only feared, hath in our time 
been put in execution. No age hath known, no hidory makes 
mcniion of, fiich fad tragedies. It therefore now becomes 
your people, after this glorious reftitution, to endeavour all juft 
ways of prcfervaiion. ^ 

The Queen, in her time of trouble ami tfangcr fnminoned 
a Parliament ; and fuch was the love of the^people to her and 
her government, that they forthwith made a law for her fe- 
curity. According to whi^Ji precedent, we your loyal Com- 
mons alfo, who have beferc them no lefs caiife of fear, but 
more obligations and alFedlion to your Majcfty, do humbly 
tender you a bill, wherein wc 3cfire it may be cnadlcd, “ That 
if any perfon ftiall compafs, imagine, or dciign, your Majefty's 
death, deftruflion, or bodily harm, to imprifon or rellraiu your 
' royal perfon, or depofe you, or (hall levy war againft your 
Majclty wi.'hin or without your realm, or llir up any foreign 
power to invade you, and (hall exprefs or declare fuch his 
wicked intention, by printing, writing, preaching, or malicious 
and advifed fpcaking, being thereof legally convidled, fliall be 
• adjudged a traitor.” 

And, bccaufe much of^oujj late mifery took its rife from 
feditious pamphlets, and fpeeches from the pulpits, it is pro- 
vided, 1 hat if any m.an lhall mali^^ioully and advifedly 
publiih or affirm your Majefty to be an heretic, or a papift, or 
that you endeavour to introduce popery, or fliall Itir up the 
people to hatred or dillike of your royal perfon or government, 
then every fuch perfon lhall be made incapable of any office or 
employment either in church or*ftate; and if any man ftiall 
malicioufly and advifedly affirm, that the Parliament begun at 
Weftminfter the third ot November, l6iO, is yet in being, or 
that any covenant or engagement fince that time impofed upon 
the people doth oblige them to endeavour a change of the go- 
vernment either ifi cliurch or itatc ; or that cither or both 
Houfes of Parliament have a legiflativo power without your 
Majefty ; then every fuch offender, being thereof legally con- 
victed, fhall incur the penalties of ^premimirc^ mentioned in 
the ftatute made i6 R. II.” * 


In 
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In, the next place, Sir, give me leave, I bcfeech you, (with- 
out any violence to the Adi of Oblivion,) to remember a fad 
efFedl of the diftempers in the latt age. When the fever 
began to feizc upon the people, they were impatient till they 
loft fome blood. The Lords Spiritual, who in all ages had 
enjoyed a place in Parliament, vvxre by an adl ot Parliament 
excluded. * 

Your Majefty’s royal grandfather Vas often wont to fay. 

No biOiop, no King.*’ \Vc found his words true ; for, 
after they were put out, the fever ftill increafing, in another 
fit the Temporal Lords followed, and then the King himfelf. 
Nor did the humour reft there ; but, in the round, the Houfe 
of Commons was firft garbled, and then turned out of doors. 

It is no wondei*, when a fword is put iiiio a madman’s hand, 
to fee him cut off limb by limb, and then to kill himfelf. 

When there is a great breach of the fea upon the low 
grounds, by the violence of the t^irrent, the rivers of fweet 
waters are often turned afide, and thoi fait wajers make them- 
felves a channel ; but when the breach is made up, good huf- 
bands drain their lands again, ahd redore the ancient fewers. 

Thanks be to God, the flood is gone off the face of this 
ifland. Our turtle dove hathYound good footing. Your Ma- 
jefty is happily reftorCd to the government ; the Temporal 
Lords and Commons are reftored to fit in Parliament. And 
(hall the church alone now fuffer ? 

Sit ecclejia Anglicana libera^ ct habeat liber tates fuas illafas* 

In order to this great work, the Commons have prepared a 
bill to repeal that law ♦ which w-^as made in 17 Caroli, where- 
by the bifliops were excluded this houfe ; thefe noble Lords 
have all agreed ; and now we beg your Majefty will give it 
life. Speak but the word, great Sir ; and your fervants yet 
ihall live. 

We cannot well forget the method, how our late miferies, 
like waves of the fea, came in upon us : firft, the people were 
invited to petition, to give colour to fome illegal demands; 
then they muft remonftrate, fhen they muft proteft, then they 
muft covenant, then they muft aflbeiate, then they muft engage 
againft our lawful government, and for the maintenance of 
the moft horrid tyranny that ever was invented. For the 
prevention Of this pra£lice for the future, wc do humbly tender 
unto your Majefty a bill, intituled, ‘‘ An ASt againft Tumults 
and Diforders, upon Pretence of preparing or prefenting pub- 
lic Petitions, or Addrelfcs, to your Majefty or the Parliament.*’ 

• Deed in Ovigiiiali, ' 


In 
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In the next place, we, held it our dufy to undeceive the peo- 
ple who have been poifoned with an opinion, that the tnilLtia 
of this nation was in thcmfelves, or in their reprefentatives in 
Parliament ; and, according to the ancient known laws, we 
have declared the foie right of the militia to be in youV Ma- 
jefty. And forafmuch as our lime hath not permitted us to 
finilh a bill intended for the future ordering of the fame, vre 
fhall prefent you with^ a temporary bill, for the prefent ma- 
naging and difpofing of the land forces ; and Hkewife another 
bill for eftablifliing certain articles and orders for the r^ula- 
tion and government of your Majefty’s navies and forces 
by Tea. 

According to your M^iefly’s commands, we have examined 
many of the public and private bills whiclf palled laft Parlia- 
ment ; and have prepared fume bills of ^confirmation. Wc 
have al fo afeertained the pains and penalties to be impofed 
upon the perfons or eflate^ of thofe mifereants who had a hand 
in the murder, of youi® royal father of blcffed memory, and 
were therefore excepted in j^our Majefty’s Aft of Oblivion ; 
whereih^we have declared to all the world, how juft an indig- 
nation we had againft that horrid regicide. 

We have likewife prepared a bill for the colleftion of great 
arrears of the duty of excife ; which^I do here, in the name 
of the Commons, humbly prefent unto your Majefty. The 
reafon, we coiictivc, why it was not formerly paid, was bc- 
caufe the people difliked the authority w'hereby it w^as impofed. 
But, undtrft a Hiding that it is now given to your Majefty, it 
will come in witli as great freedom; ahqu'tfquc mah evil ujus 
in illo, • ^ 

Your Majefty was pleafed, at the opening of the Parlia- 
ment, to tell us, “ That you intended this fummer to take a 
progrefs, and fee your people, and at your return did hope to 
bring a queen home with you.*' Sir, this welcome news hath 
made us caft about all ways for your accommodation. And 
therefore, that no convcniencics^ might be w^anting, cither for 
your Majefty, your qocen, or your attendants, wc have prepared 
a bill, intituled, “ An Aft providing necdTar)' Carriages in ail 
your Royal Progreftes and Removals.” 

Your Majefty was likewife pleafed, at our firft meeting, tfo 
fay, You wouljj not tire us with hard duty and* hot fcrvtcc ; 
apd therefore about this time intended a recefs.” That royal 
favour will now be very reafonable ; and we hope advan- 
tageous both to your Majefty and ourfelves : we know, in our, 
abfence, your princely heart and head will not be free from 
cares and thoughts of our proteftion ; and when we leave our 
hive, like the induftrious bee/ we (hall but fly about the feveral 
3 countries 
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countries of the nation lo gather honey; and, when your Ma- 
jcfty (hall be pleafcd to name the time, return with loaded thighs 
into our houl'e again. 


After this, his Majefly^ivas pleafed to make this following 

fpeech : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T PERCEIVE, by this thin appearance of the members of 

both Houfes this day, that it is high time to adjourn. In 
truth, the feafon of the year as well as your particular affairs 
require it ; and therefore 1 do willingly confem to it. 

I thank you fot the many good bills you liave prefented me 
with this day ; of ^'hich, 1 hope, the benefit wdU redound to 
the whole kingdom, 

I thank you for the care you ha^e taken for the fafety of 
my perfon ; which, triift me, is the more valuable to me, for 
the confequence, I think, it is of to you. And, upon my 
confcience, there is nobody wifhes ill to me, but tjjey who 
would quickly revenge themfelves of you if they could. 

I thank you for the care you have taken of yourfelves, of 
your own fafety and Hbnour, in the adb agairfl tumults and 
diforders upon pretence of petitions ; to which licence we owe 
much of the calamities wc have undergone: but I thank yon- 
with all my heart, indeed as much as I can do for any thing,' 
for the repeal of that aft which excluded the bifhops from 
fitting in Parliament. It was an unhappy aft, in an unhappy 
time, pafTcd with many unhappy xirctunltances, and attended 
with miferable events ; and therefore I do again thank you for 
repealing it. You have thereby refto'red Parliaments to their 
primitive inflitutions : and I hope, my Lords and Gentlemen, 
you will in a fhort time rellore them to the primitive order, 
and gravity of debates and determinations, which the licence 
of the late diltempered times |^ad fb much corrupted ; which 
is the only way to reftore Parliaments to their primitive 
veneration with the people, which I heartily wlfli they fhould 
always have. 

My Lords Gentlemen, . 

Yon arc now going to your feveral coiintTies ; where you 
cannot but be very welcome, for the fervices you have per- 
formed here. I do ycry earneftly recommend the good 
VernmetU <and peace of your countries to your care, and your 

V Originrits» 
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cdunfel, and yoiir vigilancy. There* are diftcmpcrerf Ijpiriw 
enough, which lie in wait to'do mifehief, by laying reproa^es 
upon the court, upon the government ; reproaches upon mc^ 
and reproaches upon you. Your wifdoms and reputation 
authority will, 1 doubt not, weigh down their light credit ; 
and the old and new good laws will^ I hope, prevent any mil- 
chief they intend. However, you have done very well ('and I 
do very heartily’ thani^ yen lor iri in declaring my foie right 
over the militia ; the quefiioning of which was the fountain 
from which all our biuer waters flowed. 1 pray, make halte 
to put the whole kingdom into fuch pofture, that evil men, 
who wdll not be converted, may yet cliiire to be quiet, becaufe 
they find that they lhall/jot be able to do the harm they defure. 
to do. * 

I know you have begun many bills in^both Konfes which 
cannot be finilhed till your meeting again : and, that they may 
be finilhed then, I forbc^ir to make a fellions now ; but am 
contented that you at^oiirn till the twentieth of November, 
w^hen I hope, by God’s blefling, we ftiall come happily toge- 
ther again. 

• In a word, my Lords and Gentlemen, I thank you for what 
you have dope; and am ‘Coufident, that what you have left 
undone you will difpatch, with all •alacrity, ami to all our 
fatigfadions, at our next meeting. And fo you may adjourn 
till the twentieth of November. 


H'ts MajeJIy s Moji Gracious Speech ^ November 20, l66r. 

My Lords, and GentleWn of the Houfe of Commons. 

1 KNOW the vifit I make you this day is not necelfary, is 
not of courfe ; yet, if there were no more in it, it would 
not be ftrange that I come to fee, what you and I have fo long 
dcljrcd to fee, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and the Com- 
mons of England met together^ to confult for the peace and 
fafety of church and ftate, by which Parliaments are reftored 
to their primitive luftre and integrity : I do heartily congratu- 
late. with you for this day. But, my Lords and Gentlemen, 
?s my coming hither at this time is fomewhat extraordinary ; 
fo the truth is, the occafion of my coming is nTore extraordi- 
nary. It is to* fay fomething to you on tny own behalf, to 
alk fomewhat of you for myfelf ; which is more than I have 
done of you, or of thofe who met here before you, lince my 
coming into England. I needed not have done it then ; and, 
upon my confcience, I need not do it now. They did, and 
you do, upon all occafions, cxprefs*fo great an affeftion and 

care 
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fcatc of all that concerifc me, that I may very well refer both 
the matter and manner of your doing any thing for me, to yout 
owh wifdoms and kindhels. And indeed, if I did think that 
what I am to fay to you now did alone or did moft concern 
myfelf ; if the uneafy condition I am in, if the ftraits and 
neceflitles I am to ftruggle with, did not manifeftly relate to 
the public peace and fafety, more than to my own panic ilar, 
otherwife than as I am concerned in the public, I Ihould not 
give you this trouble this day. I can bear my necelRties which 
merely relate to myfelf with patience enough. 

Mr. Speaker, and you Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, 

I do not now importune you to maJe more hade in the fet- 
tling the conftant revenue of the crown, than is agreeable to 
the method you projfefe to yourfelves ; to defirc you ferioufly 
to confidcr the unfupportable weight that lies upon it ; the 
obligations it lies under, to provide foj the intereft, honour, 
and fcciirity of the nation, in another proportioA than in any 
former times it hath been obliged to : but I come to put you 
in mind of the crying debts which do every day call upon me 
of fome ncccflTary provifioiis wiiich are to be made without 
delay for the very fafety 4)f the kingdom ; of the great fum of 
money that (hovild be ready to difeharge the feveral fleets when 
they come home ; and for the necellary preparations that are 
to be made for the fetting out new fleets to fea againft the 
fpring, that revenue being already anticipated upon as impor- 
tant fervices vs hich (hould be alligned to thofe preparations. 
Thefe are the preffing occafions w^hich J am forced to recom- 
mend to you with all polfible earifeftnefs, and lo conjure you 
to provide for as fpeedily as is poflible, and in fuch a manner 
as may give us fecurity at home, and fome reputation abroad. 
I make this difeourfe to you with fome confidence, becaufe I 
am very willing and deiirous that you (hould thoroughly exa- 
mine whether thefe necelfities I mention be real or imaginary; 
or whether they are fallen upon us by my fault, my own ill- 
managery or excelfes, and provide lor them accordingly. I 
am very willing that you make a full infpedtion into my re- 
venue, as well the dilbiirfements as receipts ; and if you find 
it hath been Hl-managed by any corruption in the officers I 
truft, or by my own unthriftinefs, I (hall take*<the information 
and advice you (hall give me very kindly : I fay, it you find it; 
for I would not have you believe any loofe difcoiirfes, how 
confidently foever urged, of giving away fourfeore thoufand 
pounds in a morning, and many orfier extravagancies of that 
kind. I have much more reafo^i to be forry that I have not 
VoL, li . F to 
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to reward thofe who have ever faithfully ferVed the King my 
father and myfclf, than afliamed of any bounty I have exer- 
cifed towards any man. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I am forry to find that the general temper and afFeftions of 
the nation are not fo well compofed as I hoped they would 
have been, after fo fi^nal blcfiings from God Almighty upon 
US all, and after fo great indulgence and condefcenlions from 
me towards all inlercfts. There are many wicked inftruinents, 
(till as, active as ever, who labour night and day to diflurb the 
public peace, and to make all people jealous of each other. It 
will be worthy of your^care and vigilance, to provide proper 
remedies for the difeafes of that kind ; aftd if you find new 
difeafes, you muft fiudy new remedies. ^Let us not be dif- 
:ouraged : if we help one another, we fhall, with God’s blcf- 
Ing, maftcr all our difficulties. Thofe which concern matters 
^f religion, I tjonfeTs t« you, are too hard former and there- 
fore 1 do commend them to your care and deliberation, which 
ran beft provide for them. 

I fliall not need to recommend, or pul you in mind of, the 
(ood corrclpondence that ougfit to be kept between you, for 
he good of yourfelvcs and me, and tht whole kingdom \ and I 
nay tell you, it is very ncceffary for us all. You will find, 
whoever dotli not love me, doth not love you ;'and they who 
avc no reverence for you, have little kindnefs for me. There- 
:)re, I pray, let us adhere fait to each other ; and then we 
lall, with the help of God, in a Ihort time, perfuadc or oblige 
11 mer. to that fubmiffion ^rid obedience to the law, as may 
onfiitiite a full meafiire of happinefs to prince and people, 
nd peifuacle otir neighbours to that eltecm and value they have 
jrmerly had fur us. 


pirec/j by the Speaket of the H^ufe of Commonsj December 20, 

i66i. 

May it plcafe your molt Excellent Majelty, 
pHE lall time the knights, citizens, and burgclTos of the 
'■ Commons lioiife of Parliament had the honour to wait 
)on you in ihiS place, your Majefly was gracioully pleafed 
congratulate v.iih them, for the glorious meeting of the 
Drds Spiritual and Temporal and Commons of England, in 
is your full, free, and legal Parliament. 

Great Sir, it is our preleat comfort, and will be our future 
)ry, that God hath made us inftrumcntal for the repairs of 
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thofe breaches which the worft of times had made upon the 
bed of governments. The late great eclipfe in our liorizon, 
occafioned by the intcrpofition of the earth, is now Vanifbed ; 
the ftars in our firmament are now full of light ; the light of 
our moon is become like the light of the fun; and the light of 
our fun is fevenfold. « 

A man that fees the river of Tham^ at a high water, and 
obferves how much it finks in a few hours, would think it 
running quite away ; but, by the fccret providence of God, 
we fee that when the ebb is at the lowed, the tide of a riling 
water is neared the rctufn. 

Your Majedy waslikewifegracioufly pleafed to fpeak fome- 
thing to us on your own behalf ; and did vouchfafe to fay, 
you would a(k fomething foryourfelf; withal declaring fome 
iineafinefs in your <iondition, by reafon of fome crying debts 
which daily called for fatisfaftion. 

Great Sir, I am not able to exprefs, at the hearing of thofe 
words, with what a fympathy the whcfle body*of the Parlia- 
ment was prefently affedted. The circulation of the. blood, 
of which our natural! ds do tell us, was never fo fenfibly de-r 
mondrated as by this experigient. Before your Majedy’s 
words were all fallen from your lips, you might have feen us 
blulh: all our blood came into our faces; from thence it haded 
down without obdrudlion to every part of the body ; and, 
after a due confulting of the feverai parts, it was found ne- 
ceffary to breathe a vein. 

We cannot forget how much our treafure hath been ex- ^ 
hauded ; but we remember alfo, it was by ufurping and tyran- 
nical powers ; and therefore we tre eafily perfuaded to be at 
fome more expence to keep them out. 

The merchant tells us, it is good policy, in a troubled fea, 
to lofe fome part of our cargo, thereby to fave the red. 

With your Majedy’s leave, we have been bold to look into 
the prefent date of affairs ; and find thofe great Turns that 
have been heretofore advanced upon us were raifed mod of 
them in bad times, and for ill purpofes, to^keep your Majedy 
out of this your native kingdom ; and when your Majedy 
returned home from your long banifliment, you found the 
naval dorehojife unfurnifhed, which will not eafily be fupplied. 
The iinfettled humours, and unquiet fpirits, ^hat are amongd 
us, do neceflitate a codly guard for your royal perfon ; the ho- 
nourable acceflions of Dunkirk, Tangier, and Jamaica, do at 
prefent require a great fupply ; but, we have reafon .to believe, 
in time to come, will repay this /lation their principal with 
good intered. 


Your 
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Y^r Majefty hath fcnt a royal fleet upon a happy errancy 
to bring your royal confort hither : and is there any Englifli- 
man will flick to pay the wages of thofe mariners, whofe 
inips do bring to good freight ? 

Upon all thele conflderations, your loyal Commons were in 
pain, until, like prudent and good hii/bands, they had redeemed 
the nation from all its public debts. And that your Majefty 
may at Once have a full meafure of their duty and affedion to 
yourfelf, and that your neighbours abroad, as well as the dif- 
contented commonwealth’s men with all their complicated 
interefls here at home, may (ee the happy correfpondence that 
is between our head and all the members of this body politic; 
we have cheerfully andiinanimoufly given your Majefly twelve 
hundred and threefcore thoufand pounds; ifhich fiim we defire 
may be levied in eighteen months, by fii^ quarterly payments, 
after the rate of feventy thoufand pounds per menfem, to 
begin the five and twentieth of this prefent December ; in 
order whereunto, we IfUmbly pray your Majefty’s royal aflent 
unto this bill. 


• 

After this, his Majefly was pleafed tp make this (hort fpeech 
following : 

Mr. Speaker, and you Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, 

YOU have made me this day a very great and a very noble 
prefent ; a prefent that I have received benefit from al- 
ready, before you prefent^ it : for, truft me, the benefit is 
not fmall, which I an.! you boih have already, from the repu- 
tatiofi of this prefent, from the alacrity and affeilion you have 
fo unanimoufly exprefled in this alFair. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I do thank you with all my heart for it ; and I will not en- 
large thofe thanks, further, than by telling you, that I do not 
come more willingly this day to pafs this bill, than I wilt do 
topafs any other bills which you fliail provide for the' cafe 
benefit, and fecurity of my people ; and I do.verily believe’ 
that you and lihall never be deceived or difappointed in the 
expedlktion we have of each other. 
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Speech of the Speaker of the Houfeof Commons^ May ig, 1662. 

May it pleafe your mod Excellent Majefty, 

'T'HE glorious body of the fun doth exhilarate the foul of man 
with its light, and fruftify the earth by its heat. In like 
manner, we, the knights^ citizens, and burgefles of the Com- 
mons Houfe of Parliament, do, with aU humility and thank- 
fulnefs, acknowledge thefe frequent acceffions to your royal 
prefence do both comfort our hearts, and influence our aftions. 

Geographers do tell us, the land of Egypt is a dry foil, but 
made fertile by the overflowing of the river Nilus ; and, ac- 
cording to the degrees of the flood*, the inhabitants do prognof- 
ticate the fruitfulness of the enfuingyesflr. If it flows'to twelve 
degrees, it prefages a good harveft ; if to thirteen, then more 
plentiful ; but if to fourteen degrees, their hopes are raifed to 
an expc£lation of an abundant increafe. 

Great Sir, * * 

Your return into this nation in the twelfth year of your reign 
refembles the flowing of the river Nilus in the twelfth degree. 
That year was crowned with the enjoyment of your royal per-i* 
fon. The laft year, being the thirteenth year of your Majelty's 
reign, we were made h»ppy in your coronation, and by your 
fandion of many good and ufeful laws, both for the church and 
ftate. And now our river Nilus begins to flow fourteen degrees, 
Ve are, by the mercies of God, in an humble expedatlon of a 
great jubilee. Our gracious Queen is now happily landed ; 
w^ho, we do hope, and daily pray, may prove a fuitable com- 
panion to your royal perfon, and, erejong, a nurfing mother 
to this nation. ^ 

If your Majefty but pleafe to caft your eyes upon the table, 
and behold the great number of bills that there prefent tliem- 
fclvcs before you, like fo many (heaves of corn bound up and 
ready to be houfed ; and will vouchfafe to fee how both my 
hands are filled with no light prefents from your loyal Com- 
mons ; and if your royal Majefty, the great lord of the har- 
veft, ftall t^uchfafe to crown this day by your gracious concef- 
fions to our defircs, the world will then lee how great a duty 
your people cheerfully pay both to your royal perfon and your 
government ;*and likewife how'’ great a zeal your Majefty hath, 
by the faithful advice of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Common^, alTembied in Parliament, to fettle the church in 
her ancient glory, and to reftore the happy people of this nation 
to their ancient rights and privileges 

Some foreign writers, that envy ihe happinefs of our govern- 
ment, iniurloully afuerfe this nation with a reproachful faying, 

if 3 ^*That 
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That the crown of England is only^maintaincd by the bene- 
volence of the p' ople ; which never is granted, but in exchange 
of fomc royal prerogative.” 

Great Sir, 

We know, the ftrongeft building muft fall, if the coupling 
pins be pulled out : therefore our care hath been to prepare fuch 
conftitutions, that the prerogative oY the crown and the pro- 
priety of the people fiiay, like fquared ftones in a well*bnilt 
arch, each fupport the other, and grow the clofer and ftronger 
for any weight or force that fhall be laid upon them. 

We cannot forget the late difputing age, wherein moft per- 
fons took a liberty, and fome men made it their delight, to 
trample upon the difcjpline and government of the church. 
The hedge being trod down, the foxes and the wolves did enter ; 
the fwine and other unclean hearts defiled the temple. At length 
it wasdifeerned, the Smed.ymnian plot die? not only bend itfelf 
to reform ceremonies, but fought to ereft a popular authority 
of elders, and to root 43ut epifcopal jurifdidion. In order to 
this work, church ornaments were firrt taken away ; then the 
means whereby dUliniliotf or inequality might be upheld 
'amongft ecclefiaftical governors : then the forms of common 
prayer, which as members t)f the public body of Chrift's 
church were enjoined us, were decrit\l as fupcriUiious, and in 
lieu thereof nothing, or worfe than nothing, introduced. 

Your Majefty having already reftored the governors and go- 
vernment of the church, the patrimony and privileges of our 
churchmen ; we held it now our duty, for the reformation of 
all abufes in the public worftiip of God, humbly to prefent 
unto your Majefty a bill for the uniformity of pul lie prayers 
and adminiftration of facraments. 

• Wc hope the God of order and unity will conform the hearts 
of all the people in this nation, to ferve him in this order and 
uniformity. 

Next to the worftiip and fervjce of God, we applied our- 
felves to the fettling our great concern, the militia. We have 
already, according to our duties*and the laws, declared the foie 
right of the militia to be in your Majefty : and now, with 
your permiftion, we humbly tender your Majefty a bill for the 
better regulation and ordering the ftanding forces of this nation ; 
wherein we have taken care to make all things rtf certain, that 
your Majefty’^s lieutenants and their deputies may know what to 
command, and all the people learn how to obey. 

And becaufe our late wounds are yet but green, and poftibly, 
before the body politic be well pijrged, may incline to break out 
again, whereby your Majefty may be forced lo draw your 
fword before your treafiiry be fuppiicd with money ; wc have 
, • confented 
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confented that your Majefty may raife, for the three next en- 
fuing years, one month’s tax in each year, after the rate of 
feventy thoufand pounds per menfem, if nccelhty fliall fo re- 
quire. 

In the rfext place, according to your Majefty’s commands, 
we have furveyed the wafted revenue of the crown \ and, in 
purfuance of our promifes, do humbly propound unto your 
Majcfty a fair addition. Wc confideied, that great part of 
your Majefty’s revenue is but for life ; and both that, and alfo 
part of the reft, depends upon the peace, the trade, and traffic 
of the nation, and therefore may be much impaired by wars 
with foreign nations. This put us upon the fearch of fome- 
thing that might arife within our own walls, and not to be fub- 
jeft to fucli contiijgencies. Wc pitched our thoughts at laft 
upon thofe places where we enjoy our greateft comforts andfe- 
curities, ourdwellirfg-houfes; and, confidering even that fccu- 
rity is fecured unto us by your Majefty’s vigilance and care in 
the government, we have prepared a ^ift, whereby wc defire it 
may be cnadled, that all houfes in tins kingdom, which are 
worth in yearly value aboye twenty fliillings, and not inhabited 
by almfmen, may pay unto your Majcfty, your heirs and fuc-; 
cefTors, two fhillings yearly foi» every chimney-hearth in each 
houfc for ever. • 

When the great Ahithophels of our latter age had by force 
ravilhed the venerable laws of this nation (and abfurdo dato^fe^^ 
quuntur millc \) then every petty aftift in his way, yea, even 
the very common beggars, had tlie confidence to offer violehcc 
to their chaftity. 

We have therefore been conftraine^to prepare fevcral bills 
for the regulation of trade, our ^loathing trade, our fiftiing 
trade, our trade for fluffs, our trade for filks \ and, for the 
better maintenance of intcrcoiirfe in trade, to reinforce our 
former laws for maintaining the highways, with fome additions 
for decency and picafure of travellers. 

o God, in his providence, hath determined, th^t poor we 
muft have always with us : fome are made fo by the immediate 
hand of God ; others by their loyalty, duty, and fervice of 
your royal perfon and your hleffed father; others by their owi\ 
wickednefs and idicnefs. Wc have taken care to relieve th(? 


firft, to encourage the fecond, and to reform the laft. 

Nor hath tlie cafe of any private perfon be^ unwelcome to 
us. Thofe many private bills that lie before your Majefty do 
enough confirm this trutl), that where we found it juft and 
honourable, we have denied our helping band tq none that 
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And now, great Sir, after thefe many months moft painful 
and^ faithful fervice of your Majefty and our countries, we 
hope we (hall have leave to go home, to vifit our relations, to 
tell our neighbours what great things your Majcfty hath done 
for us ; what great things (abjit invldia vet bo) we have done for 
your Majefty ; and what great things^God hath done for us all ; 
andv fo pray Almighty God for his mercy to this nation, in 
the continuance of y%\xx Majefty’ s long and happy reign 
over us. 


His J\ 4 ajtJ{ys Moji Gracious Speech], Afay 19, 1662, 

My Lords, and you the Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, 

T THINK there have been very few feirions of Parliament in 
which there have beep ft ndany bills as I have paifed this day, 
I am confident,* never fo many private bills ; which I hope yon 
will not draw into example. • It is true, thefe late ill times have 
driven men into great ftraits, and may have obliged them to 
make conveyances colourably, ^o avoid inconvenicncies, and 
yet not afterwards to be avoided. And men have gotten 
eftates by new and greater frauds than have been heretofore 
praflifed ; and therefore, in this conjiindlure, extraordinary re- 
medies may be ncceflary, which hath induced me to comply 
with your advice, in palling thefe bills, liut I pray let this be 
very rarely done hereafter. The good old rules of the law are 
the bed fccurity, And .let not men have too much caufe to 
fear that tne fettlcments they*make of their eftates (hall be too 
eafily unfettled whep they are dead, by the powtr of Parlia- 
ments. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You have fo much obliged me, nRt only in the matter of thofe 
bills \\hic1i concern my revenue^ but in the manner of palling 
them with fo great afFeftipn and kindnefs to me, that I know 
not how to thank you enough. I do alTiire you, and I pray a(- 
fare your friends in the country, that I will apply all you have 
given me to the utmoft improvement of the peace and hap- 
piiicfs of the kingdom, and will, with the beft* advice and 
good huibandry I* can, bring my expenfes within a narrower 
compafs. 

Now I am fpeaking to you of my own gopd hufbandry, I 
mult telP you, that will pot be enough ; I cannot hut obferve to 
you, that the whole^ation fedhis to me a little corrupted in their 
excefs of living, sure all men fpepd much more in their 

cloaths. 
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cloaths> in their diet, in all their expenfe^ than they have ufed 
to do. I hope it hath only been the excels of joy, after fo long 
fufferings, that hath tranfported iis to thefe other cxceffes. 
But let us take heed, that the continuance of them doth not in- 
deed corrupt our natures. I do believe I have been faulty that 
way myfelf i I promife you, I will reform ; and if you will 
join with me in your fcveral capacities, we (hall by our exam- 
ples do more good, both in city and country, than any new 
laws would do. I tell you again, I will do my part; and I will 
teJi fome of you, if you do not yours. I hope the laws I have 
paired this day will produce fome reformation with reference to 
the multitude of beggars and poor people which infeft the king- 
dom. Great feverity muft be ufed to tbofe who love * idlenefs, 
and refufe to worl# : and great care and charity towards thofe 
who are willing to ^work. 1 do very heartily recommend the 
execution of thofe good laws to your utmoft diligence ; and I 
am fure I need not put you in mind fp to fettle the militia, that 
ail feditious infurreAions may not only4>e prevejited, to which 
the minds of too many are inclined, but that the people may be 
without reaforiable apprehenfion of fuch infecurity* 

You will eafily believe, that it is very necelTary for the pub^ 
lie juftice of the kingdom, and even for the prefervation of the 
reverence due to Parlianlfents, that I make this a feflion. And 
it will be worthy of your wifdoms, when you come together 
again, to provide that there be not fo great clamour againft the 
multitude of protedions. 

I will fay no more ; but renew my hearty thanks to you all» 
and refer the reft to the Chancellor. 


His Majefty’s^fpeech being ended, the Lord Chancellor came 
from his place, and kneeled to the King, and, having re- 
ceived diredions, returned to his place, and made this en- 
fuing fpeech : 

\ 

My Lprds, and you, th^ Knights, Citizens, and Bur-? 
gefles, of the Houfe of Commons, 

TT is now little more than a year that the King firft called you 
to attend him here, at the opening of the Parliament : then, 
you may remember, he told you, that he thought there were not 
many of you, who were not particularly kno^n to him : that 
there were very few of whom he had not heard fo much good, 
that he was (he faid) as fure as he could be of any thing that was 
to come, that you would all concur with hipn, and that he 
ftould concur with you, in all things which might advance the 
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ppace, plenty, and pjcofperity of the nation. His Majefiy faid, 
he lhoijld.be exceedingly deceived elfe. ^ 

It was a prlncejy declaration, and a rare confidence, which 
could flow from no other fountain but the fincerity and purity 
of his own confcience, which, admitting no other dcfigns or 
thoughts into his royal bread, but fiich as mull tend to the un- 
cjiieftionable profperity and grcatnefs*t)f his people, could not 
but be aiiiircd «»t }onrfuil concurrence and co-operation with 
him. It was 4 h‘tl>py ^trid a hielfcd limcn, which at the inftant 
ftruck a terror into ilie Iteait.s ot ihofj who proniifed ihetnfelves 
foine advantages from tlic didlrcnces and divilions in your 
counfels, an:I liopcd from thence to create new troubles 
and molcdations in the kingdom. And God be tliankcd! the 
King italli been fo fiii IVoni lu ing exceedingly deceived, that he 
doth acknowledge he inUli bctii exceedingly complied w'ith, ex- 
ceedingly gratified in all he hathdelired; aJfd he hopes, he hath 
not in the lead degree difaj)poInted your cxpcftaiion. 

Ml, Speaker, andyou Gentlemen of the IJoufc of Com- 
mons, 

. You have, like the richeftandthc nohleft foil, a foil manured 
and enriched by the bountiful hearts of the bell fubjeits in the 
world, yielded iIjc King two full harvells in one year ; and 
therefore it i^ htu good hufbandry to Ife fallow for lorne time. 
You have not only lnpplic?d tiie crown to a »j[(»o(l degree, for dif- 
charging many debts and preflurcb under w liith it even groaned, 
and enabled it to llnigglc wdih the prefent llraitsand neccfliiics, 
debts not contradted, and necellities not run into, by improvi- 
dence and excefs ; yon may, when M>n pleiife, receive fuch an 
:lccomp^ as w'ill clear fill Q.ich rej^roaches : but you wdfely, 
very wifely, piovided fuch a conitant growing revenue, as 
may, with God’s blclfing, preferve the crown frdm thofe fcan- 
dalous wants and nccellitics as have heretofore expofed it and 
the kingdom to thofe difmal mifcrics, from w'hich they arc but 
even iiow'^ buoyed up ; for, w'hatfocver oih.er human caufes may 
be aiiigned, according to che feveral fancies and imaginations 
of men, of our late miferable fliftraftions, they cannot be fo 
reafonably imputed to any one caufc, as to the extreme poverty 
of the crow'n : the want of power could never have appeared, 
if it had not been for the want of money. 

You have, nij; Lords and Gentlemen, worlhily^rovided for 
the vindication afid manifeftatioii of the one, by the bill of the 
militia ;*and for the fupply of the other, by the atS for the ad- 
ditional Revenue: and 1 am confident, both the prefent and fuc- 
ceeding ages will blefs God, and celebrate your memories, for 
thofe two bills, as, the fouridation of their peace, quiet, and 
^Security, how Iroward and jndifpofcd foever many arc at pre- 
fent. 
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fcnt, who, finding fncft obftniSions laid' in their way to mu- 
tiny and fedi ion, uTe all the artifice they can to perfuade the 
people that you have not been folicitous enough for their liberty, 
nor tenacious enough for their profit ; and wickedly labour to 
leifen that reverence towards you, which fure w'as never more 
due to. any Parliament. 

It was a very natural and an ingenious aniinadvcrfion and re- 
fledlion, which the late incomparable? Lord Vifeount of St. 
Albans made upon that old fable of the giants, who were firft 
overthrown in the war againif the gods, \Ahen the earth, their 
mother, in revenge thereof, brought forth fame : which, he 
faid, is the fame when princes and mor.archs liave fiipprefled 
aftual and open rebellion, then the majignity of the people, the 
mother of rebellioii, doth bring forth libels, Handers, and taxa- 
tion of the ftate ; v^hich, he fays, is of the fame kind with re- 
bellion, but more feminine. And without doubt this fed itious 
daughter of the earth, this fpirit of Jibellin‘j., was never more 
pregnant than it is now; nor King, nori^arliamciit, nor church, 
nor ftate, ever more expofed to thofe flagella Ungues^ thofe 
ftrokes of the tongue, from whicIT God Almighty can only pre- 
ferve the mo/fc innocent and moft excellent perfons ; as if re- 
pining and murmuring were tTic peculiar exercile of the na- 
tion, to keep it in heahh ; as if England had fo much of the 
incrchant, nunquam habendi frudu felix ^ jemper autem quarendi 
cup id'i late miferrlma* 

Men are in no degree difpofed to imitate or remember the 
general excellent temper of the time of Qiicen Eliy.abclh ; the 
blclfed condcfcenfion and refignation of the people then to the 
crown, the awful reverence they jheip had to the government, 
and lo the governors both in church and ftate. 'Ehis good and 
happy fpirit ^as in a time beyond our memory ; but they re- 
member, as if it were but yellcrday, how fevv fubfidics parlia- 
ments then gave to that Qiiecn, how fmall fiipphes the crown 
then had from tlie people ; and wonder that the fame meafures 
fhoiild not ftill fill the coffers, and give the fame rcp.ilation, and 
make the fimie noife in Chriftendom. 

But, my Lords and Gentlemen, how bold foever fome un- 
quiet fpiriis are with you, upon this argument, you are much 
fuperior to thofe reproaches. You know well, and you can 
make other? knows without breaking the ad of indemnity, 
how the crowm hath been fince ufed ; how cJtJ’* fovereign lord 
the King found it at his bleffed return to it You can tell the 
world, that as foon as he came hither, be Tides the infinite that 
he forgave, he gave more money to rhe people, than he hath 
fince received from them ; that at two par^sof three, that 
they have iince given him, haveiiijeJ tor the diibaiiding armies 

never 
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never raifed by him> and for paying of fleets never fent out 
by him, and of debts never incurred by him. You will put 
them in mind of the vaft difparity between the former times and 
thefe in which we live; and confequeiitly of the ilifproportion 
in the expenfe the crown is now at for the protection and be- 
nefit of the fubjeCts to what it formerly underw'ent: how great 
difference there is in the prefent greatnefs and power of the two 
crowns, and what they Vere then poirefl'ed of, is evident to all 
men; and if the greatnefs and power of the crown of England 
be not in fome proportion improved too, it may be liable to 
inconveniences it will not undergo alone. How our neighbours 
and our rivals, who court one and the fame miltrefs, trade and 
commerce, with all thj world, are advanced in ftiipping,- 
power, and an immoderate defire to engrofs#lic whole traffic of 
the univerfe, is notorious enough ; and this unruly appetite 
will not be reftrained or difappointed, nor tne trade of this na- 
tion fupported and maintained, with the fame fleets and forces 
which were maintained in the happy times of Queen Elizabeth. 
Kot to fpeak of the naval power of the Turks, who, inftead of 
fculking abroad in poor fingl5 fliips as they were wont to do, 
domineer now on the ocean in ftrong fleets, make naval fights, 
and have brought fome Chriili^ns to a better correfpoiidence, 
and another kind of commerce and traffic with them, than was 
expeCled ; infomuch as they appreherul no enemy upon the fea, 
but what they find in the King of England’s (hips, which hath 
indeed brought no fmall damage upon them, with no fmall 
charge to the King, but a great reputation to the nation. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You may with a very ^ood^confcience afliire yourfclves, and 
your friends and neighbours, that the charge ihc crown is now 
at, by fea and land, for the peace and fecuriiy and wealth and 
honour of the tiation, amounts to no lefs than eight hundred 
thoufand pounds a year, all which did not coft the crown beforo 
thtfe troubles foiirfcore thoufand pounds the year; and there- 
fore they will never blame you fqr any fupply you have given, 
or addition yon have made to the revenue of the crown. And 
■ whofoever unfkilfully murmurs at the expcMife ot Dunkirk, and 
the other new^ acquilitions, which ought to be looked upon as 
jewels of an immenfe magnitude in the royal diadem, do not 
enough remembej; what we hate lolt by Dunkirk, *and (hould 
always do if it were in an enemy’s hands ; nor duly con (ider- 
the vail advantages thofe pther dominions are like, by God’s 
tljffing, in a fliort time, to' bring to the trade, navigation, 
wealth and honour of the King and kingdom. His Majclly 
bath enough expreifed his defire to live in a perfect peace and 
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amity with all his neighbours; nor is it an ill ingredient* to- 
wards the firmnefs and (lability of that peace and amity, which 
his royal anceftors have held and maintained with them, that he 
hath fome advantages in cafe of a war, which they were 
without. 

It was a right gronnd.of confidence, fuch an one as feldom 
deceives men, that the greatilaw-makej*, the wife Solon, had, 
when he concluded that reverence ' and obedience wotild be 
yielded to his laws, becaiifc he had taken the pains to make iiis 
citizens know and iinderdand, that it w^as more for their profit 
to obey law andjuftice, than to contemn and break it. The ex- 
travagant times of licence, which I hope we have almoft out- 
lived, have fo far corrupted the minds, and even the nature of 
too many, that th6y do not return with that alacrity they ought 
to do into the roaeVand paths of order and government, from 
which they have fo long been led altray ; nor, it may be, is 
there pains enough taken to make them underlland ihe profit, 
benefit, and eafe, which always attends^ cheerful obedience and 
fubmiflion to laws and governme^u. 1 am perfuaded, a little 
pains and kindnefs, and condefeenfion, in the wife towards the 
weak, half the diligence and dexterity in converfation and ex- 
ample which hath been ufed to corrupt the people in their loy- 
alty and underllanding,* will quickly reduce them to their pri- 
mitive temper ; which is to be the beft neiglibonrs, and the beft 
friends, and the bed fubjefts of the w'orld ; and I make no 
quedion, but the great piety and devotion, tlje moderation, 
wifdom, charity, and hofpitullty, of my lords the bllhops, in 
their feveral diocefes, will in a lliort time recover the poor 
mifled people. And though the ferwJrdncfs and pride of (ome 
ot their teacSjrs may not be yet enough fubdued, though fome 
of the clergy dill repeat their old errors, for which they have 
been glad to receive paidon, and do in truth difere^it all their 
other doctrine with the abfence of any vifible repentance for 
what mifehief they have formerly done ; yet I hope the laity 
will foon return into the bofon\of their dear mother the church, 
and eafily difeern the fraud and impodure <>f their feducers ; 
and tliat all diligence and dexterity will be ufed, ferioufly and 
heartily to reconcile both clergy and laity, by all means which 
may prove ^e£lual. 

You have, my Lords and Gentlemen, Jikewife patriots. 
Upon yotir obfervation, that the mod fignal indulgence and 
condc fee n (ions, the temporary fufpenfion of the rigour of for- 
mer laws, hath, not produced the effedl which was expefled.; 
that the humour and fpirits of men^are too rough and boideious 
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for thofc foft remedies ; yoti have prepared (hafper laws and 
penalties, to contend with thofc refradory perfons, and to 
break that ftubbornefs which will not bend to gentler applica- 
tions ; and it is great reafon, that they upon whom clemency 
cannot prevail, ihould feel that feverity they have provoked. 
You have done your parts like goockphyricians, made whole- 
fome prefcripiions for^ihe conflitution of your patients ; well 
knowing, that the application of thcle remedies, the execution 
of thefe (harp laws, depends upon the wifdom of the mod ^ 
clifceniing, generous, and merciful prince, who, having had 
more experience of the nature and humour of mankind, than any 
prince living, can bed diflingiiifh between the tendernefs of 
confcience and the pridc^of confcicnce, between the real effed.'' 
of confcience and the wicked pretences xi confcicncc, wlio, 
having fought with beads at Ephefus, hliows how to guard 
himfelf and the kingdom from the alfault and violence of a 
ftrong, malicious, cornijilcd iinderltanding and will, and how 
TO fccure himiclf and *the kingdom from the feeble traps and 
nets of deluded fancies and ynaginations : in a word, a prince 
of fo excellent a nature and tender a confcience himfelf, that 
He hath the higheit compafliqn for all errors of that kind, 
and will never Aider the weak to undergo the punidiment or- 
dained for the wicked, and knows and underftands better than 
any man that excellent rule of Qiiintilian, Eft aliquld quod 
non oportcly ctiamji ilcety et aiiud ejl jura JpcflarCy allud juf» 
tliiam. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Machiavcl, who, they Aiy, is an author mii^h ftudied of 
late in ibis kingdom, to extol his own exceljcnt judgment 
and infight in hiltory, in w'hich indeed he was a mafrer, would 
perfuadc igen to believe, that the true reafon why fo many im- 
expefled accidents and mifehiefs fall out to the dc(tru61ion of 
Itaics and empires is, bccaufe their governors have not ob- 
(erved the fame mifehiefs beretQfore in llory, and from whence 
they proceeded, and what progrefs they made ; which, he fays, 
if they had done, they might eafily have preferved themfclvcs 
from ruin, and prevented the incoveniencies which have fallen 
out. lam fure you are all good hillorians, and peed only re- 
fort to the recyds of your o^vn memories. Remember how 
your peace hath been formerly difturbed, by what contrivance 
and artifices the people have been alarmed with unreafonablc 
jind unnatural fears and jealoufies, and what di final effedls thofe 
fears and jealoufies have produced. Remember how near mo- 
narchy hath been difiblved, and the law' fubverted, under pre- 
tenejs pf.tf-for mi ng and fupp&rting government, law, andjuf- 
‘ 3 . tice. 



tke. Ahd remember how many honeft perfons were ml (ltd 
by not difeerning confcqliences, who would as foon have re- 
nounced their part in heaven as have concurred in the firfl un- 
\varrantable adlion, if they had fufpefted what did follow. 
And if we fufFer the fame enemy to break in upon us at the 
fame avenues, if we fu^Fer our peace to be blown up by 
the fame trains and machinations, we, fliall be held very ill 
hiftorians, and worfe politicians. 

There is an enemy amongft us, of whom I doubt we are 
not jealous enough, and towards whom we cannot be too vi- 
gilant, and, in truth, in comparifon of whom we'%)ay rea- 
lonably undervalue all other enemies ; that is, the republicans 
and commonwealth’s men, who are cv'cry day calling in aid of 
the law, that the/ may overthrow and abolilh the law, which 
they know to be >heir irreconcilcablc enemy. Indeed, my 
Lords and Gentlemen, there is a very great party of thofe 
men in ev6ry faclion of religion, who truly have no religion 
but as the pretence ferves to advance i^at fa£l>on. Yon can- 
not be too folicitous, too inquifi^ve after thefe men, who arc 
relllcfs in their councils, and wonderfully punflual and indufj- 
tfious in their corrcfpondcnces, M^hich they maintain abroad 
as well as at home ; and you cannot doubt they have encou- 
ragement enough from abroad. Few of our neighbours love 
us fo exceeding well, but that they would be glad to fee us 
entangled in donicftic broils, Thefe men arc worthy of your 
care and diligence, in your fpcedy fettling the militia, which 
the King hath even now fo particularly recommended unto 

I fhall conclude with only puwing you In mind, that there 
was fcarce cvj^cr a more dangerous fedition in the republic of 
Rome, than in a time of full peace ; when the citizens were 
fullen, when there was no noife but in whifpers, when men 
neglefted their trades, and ftaid idle in their ow'n houfes, as if 
they cared not which way the world went ; from whence 
alone their neighbours the Etrurians were encouraged to make 
a war upon them, l^ovum feditionis genus (fays hivy') /ilcntium 
otiumque inter cives. Never any nation under heaven has Icfs 
caufe of fullenncfs than we, never more of joy and thankf- 
giving. We all know that God Almighty loves a cheerful 
giver, and we may as well know that he lo\ies a cheerful re* 
ceiver. Befides all other ftupendous blelfings conferred upon 
us, he hath given us the moft cheerful giver that ever people 
hath been bleft withal ; a King that hath w'ith all imaginable 
cheerfulnefs given* us all we have ajked of him, all he hath' to 
give ; who would not take or retain any thing we 
him, but for our own fakes f thit, by receiving and : ^ 
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it, he may give it to us again in more aoimdancc, in abundance 
of peace and plenty, and honour, and all the comforts which 
can make a nation happy* 

This time hath made a glorious addition to our happinefs, 
which ought proportionably to increafe our cheerfulnefs. We 
wanted only one blclTing, the arrival of our Queen, whom 
God hath- now fafely brought to us*; a Queen of fuch rare 
perfedlion in body and Tnind, of fuch endowments of wifdom, 
virtue, and piety, that we may reafonably promife oiirfclves 
from her all the happinefs we arc capable of, and a fucceflion 
of princes to govern us till the end of the world : and there 
cannot be a more tranfeendent inftance of the King’s love and 
paflion for his people, ^han that he hath ftaid thefe four days 
to take his leave of you ; and, that he might give you this 
day’s work, all thefe good laws, hath defied himfelf fo long 
the enjoying thegreatell comfort he is alTiired of in this world. 

If there be not the n^'ft univerfal joy in the reception of 
thefe ble flings,, if thcr® be not an univerfal contentednefs ap.d 
fatisfadlion in the hearts of all men, and if that coMenledncls 
and fatisfaftion do not break out, and is not vifible, in the 
h>oks, and thoughts, and words, and adlions of the whole 
nation, to the inflaming the hearts of the other nations under 
his Majefty’s obedience by our exam|fle ; we are guilty of an 
ingratitude that is worthy to deprive us of all we enjoy, and 
difappoint us of all we pray for. And therefore I do molt 
humbly bcfccch you, my Lords and Gentlemen, that as there 
IS a moft noble cheerfulnefs and alacrity vifible in you, and 
hath fticd itfelf over all your countenances, fo that you will 
think it worthy of yoifr psyns, to infufe the fame good fpirit 
into city and county, that they may all exprefs that joy and 
delight in the blelfing they are poffeffed of, and'cheerfully en- 
deavour to improve thofe blellings by their cheerful enjoying 
them, that God may continue thofe bleflings to us, and the 
King’s comfort he fees wc have in him, and in what he hath 
done for us ; and as all princes may take a pattern frofln him 
to govern, and make their fubjeds happy, fo that all fubjeds 
may learn from us how to obey, by an eminent and innocent 
alacrity in their acknowledgment. 

I atm, by the King's exprefs command, to add one particu- 
lar, which his Majelly meant, but foigot to fay Irfmfclf ; yuii 
cannot but obfeJ^ve, that his Majefty hath not paffed the bill 
that coti^erns the Earl of Derby; which you cannot imagine 
prpceeds from his Majefty’s wan\ of care of and kindnefs to 
noble family, which hath ferved him fo faithfully, and 
fUnered fo much for fo doing ; but all parties having referred 
tKe^ maUcr to his Majeftv, he doubts not but to make a better 

• end 
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end for that noble earl, than he would attain it the bill had 
paffed. • 


jddrefs to his Majefty hy the Hoitfe of Commons ^ Feh. 27, 1662. 

May it pleafe your Moft Excellent MajcHy, 

V^E, your Majcl'ly’s bioft dutiful and loyal fubjecls, the 
knights, citizens, and burgcUcs t)f the Houfe of Com- 
mons, in Parliament allembled, having, with ail fidelity and 
obedience, confidered of the feveral matters comprifed in your 
Majclly’s late gracious declaration of the tvventy-fixth of De- 
cember laft ; and your molt gracious fpecch at the beginning 
ot this piLfciu ftflion ; do, in the firft place, for otirfelves, 
and in the names all the Commons of England, render to 
your Sacred Majef^ the tribute of our moft hearty thanks^ 
for ilial infinite grace and goodnefs, wherewith youf Majefty 
luUii hun plcafed to publllh your royal intentions of adhering 
To your act of indemnity and oblivibn^, by a conftant and re- 
ligious obfli vaiicc of it; and our hearts arc farther cnLrgcd 
in tlu le returns of thanfgivings, when \\c conlidcr your Ma- 
jefty’s mod prin.ccly and heroic profelfions, of relying npoii 
the affecfioris of your people, abhorring all foit of miir- 
tary and aibiliary rule. 'But, above all, we can never enough 
remember to ilie hi)uour of your Majefty^s piety, and our 
ovi^n unfpeakable comfort, thofe folcmn and moft endeaiing 
invitations of us your Majefty’s fubjccls, to prepare law's, to 
^be p relented to your Majefly, againft the growth and incrcafe 
ot popery ; and, withal, to provide more laws againft liceii- 
tioulhefs and impiety ; at the fame yme declaring your own 
refolutions for luaintaiiiing the rfISl of uniformity, • And it 
becomes us ali^ ays to acknow ledge and admire your Majefty ’s 
wifdom in this your declaration ; whereby your Majefty is 
plcafed to refoUe, not only by fiimptuary laws, but by your 
owm royal example of frugality, to reftrain that cxcefs la 
nicn\s expenfes, which is grown fo general and fo exorbitant ; 
and to dircdl: our endeavours tcffiiul out fit and proper laws for 
advancement of trade and commerce. 

After all this, we moft humbly befecch your Majefty to 
believe, that it is with extreme lunvillingnefs and reludancy 
of heart, tlMt we arc brought to difter from any thing whidh 
your Majefty hath thought fit to propofe ; ani, though we do 
no way doubt, but that the luireafonable iliftempers of men’s 
fpirrts, and the many mutinies and confpiracies which were 
carried on dining the late ini /vals of Parliament, did rea- 
fonably incline your Majefty to ejideavour, by your declari- 
tion, to give fame allay to thofe ill hiunoursy till thc|Parlia- 
Vou I. . 6 
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ment affcmbled ; and the hopes of an indulgence If the Par^ 
liament lliould confent to it, efpccially feeing the pretenders 
to this indulgence did feem to make foinc title to it, by virtue 
of your Majedy's declaration from Breda ; ncvcrthelefs, we 
your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fiibjcfls, who are now 
returned to ferve in Parliament frpm thofc fevcral parts and 
places of your kingdom, for which we were cliofcn, do hum- 
bly oifer it to your Majcft) ’s great wifdom, that it is in no fort 
advifeable, that there be any indulgence to fuch perfons who 
prefume to dilfent from the a61: of uniformity, and religion 
eftabliflied ; for ihcfc rcafons : 

We have conlidered the nature of your Majefty’s declara- 
tion from Breda ; and arc hiimbly of opinion, that your Ma- 
jefty ought not to be prclfcd with it any further; bccaiife, it is 
not a promife in itfelf, but only a grqr^ious declaration of 
your Majefty’s intention, to do what in yon lay, and what a 
Parliament fliould aclvilci your Majefty to do ; and no fuch ad- 
vice was ever given, oi*llKuight fit to be offered : nor could it be 
otherwifo underftood : brjcaufe there were laws of uniformitv 
.then in being, which could not be difpcided with, but by a6l 
of Parliament. ^ 

They, w'ho do pretend a right to that fiippofed promife, put 
their right into t!ie hands of their rc^refeniaiives, whom they 
chofc to ferve for them in this Parliament ; w ho have paffed, 
and your *\!ajcfty confeiiled to, the adf of uniformity. 

If any Ihail prefume to fay, tliat a right to the benefit of 
this (cjclaration doth (till remain, after this acl paifed ; it leinh 
to diif(>!vc llic \cry bonds of government ; and to fuppofc a 
difability in y('ur i\iai^ily,^and your Houfes of Parliament, to 
inakc a law contrary to vuy part of your Majefty's declaration, 
though both Houles lliould advife your Majelly^o it. 

'We have alfo conlidcrctl the nature of the iiidulgence pro- 
polctl v/ith reference to ihofe confcopiences which muft nc- 
ccfh'.rl:\ attend it. 

Jl will cltablifh fehifrn by j hw ; and make the whole go- 
vernment of the ciuircli precarious, and the cenfmes of it of 
n(j uionjcnt or confideration at all. 

It will no way become the j.ravity or wifdom of a Parlia- 
liament, to pals a law at one feilion for uniformity, and, at 
the next felfioQ (the rcafons for uniformity cont’nTTiing ftill the 
fame,) to pals another law, to fruitrate or weaken the execu- 
tion of it. 

It wdll expofe your Majcfty to the rcftlefs Importunity of 
rvery feft or opinion ; and of every (ingle perfon alfo that (hall 
prefume to diflent from tile church of England. 


It 
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It will he a caufe of incrcafing fcfls fcaaries, whofe 
numbers will weaken the true Proteftant profeflion fo far, that 
it will, at leaft, become difficult for it to defend itfelf againlt 
them, and, which is yet further confiderable, thofe numbers 
which, by being troublefome, that fo, at length, they may 
arrive to a general toleration, which your Majeity hath de- 
clared againll ; and, in time, fome prevalent fedf will, at lad, 
contend for an edabiiflimeiit, which, for aught can beforefeen, 
ipay end in popery. 

It is a ihii.g altogether without precedent, and will take 
away all means of c{>nvicl:irig reculants, and be inconfiftent 
W'ith the method and proyeedings of tiie laws of England. 

Laltly, it is humbly conceived, that the indulgence propofed 
will be fo far fr|?iu tending to the peace of the kingdom, 
that it is likely rq^hcr to occafion great diftiirbance : and, on 
the contrary, the averting of the laws and the religion efta- 
bli filed, according to the a£l of uniformity, is the mod pro- 
bable means to produce a fettled peaceiand obedience through 
the kingdom ; bccaufe the variety of profellions in religion, 
when openly indulged, doth dirccfily ciiiUnguidi men into par- 
ties, and, vvitiial, gives them opportunity to count their num- 
ber:!; which, confidcring the antmoliucs that, out of a religious 
pride, will be kept on^oot by the fcveral faSions, doth tend, 
directly and inevitably, to open didurhance : nor can your 
Majelly have any fecurity, that the doflirine or worfliip of th? 
fcvcral faftions, which are all governed by a feveral rule, (hall 
cordiilent with thc peace of your kingdom. 

And, if any perfon fliali pivfume to didurb the peace of the 
kingdom, wc do, in ail humility declare, that we will for 
ever, and upon all occafions, be ready, with our uttermod 
endeavours and aflillancc, to adhere to and ferve your Majedy, 
according to oui bounden duty and allegiance. 


Ills Majcjty f AjrfJa^c to the of Commons ^ Afarcb 1 6, 1663. 

Charles Rex. 

T_JlS Majedy is unwilling to enlarge upon the addrefs lately 
made to him by his Houfe of Commons, or to reply to 
the realonlTT^thmigh he finds what he had faid much mifunder- 
dood ; but renews his hearty thanks to them, for their expref- 
iions of fo great duty and a(Fe6lion ; and for their free decla- 
ration, 'T hat, if any perfon dial I prefume to didurb the 
peace of the kingdom, they will for ever, and in all occaiions, 
be ready, with their utmed endeavours and affidance, to adhere 
tu, and ferve his Majelly and doth very heartily defixe them 
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fo to enable him, and to put the kingdom into fuch a^pofturc, 
as, if any diftiirbance or fcditious defigns arifc, they may be 
ealily fupprcflcd. 

ITis Majcfiy s Mejfage to both Houfcs, April 2, 1663. 
C«Arles Rex. 

TJIIS Majefty having fcrioufly confidercd and weighed the 

humble reprefentation and petition of his Lords and Com- 
mons alfembled in Parliament, and the great affc6lion and 
duty with, which the fame was prefented unto him ; and after 
having made fome reflexions upon himfclf, and his own aXions, 
is not a little troubled, tliat his lenity and condefccnfions to- 
wards many of the Popifli perfiiafion, whith were but natural 
effeXs of his generolity and good-natur#, and after having 
lived fo many years in the dominions of Roman Catholic 
princes, and out of a juft memory of what many of them had 
done and fiiffcced in the fcrvice of his royal father, of bldfed 
memory, and of fome eminent fcrvices performed by others 
.of them tovv ards his Majcfly himfclf, in the time of his grcatcil 
affliXion, have been made fo ill life of, and fo ill deferved, 
tliat the refort of jefuits anJ priefts into this kingdom hath 
been thereby increafed ; with which*liis Majefty is, and hath 
long been, highly offended: and, therefore, his Majefty readily 
concurs with the advice of his two Houfes of Parliament; 
and hath given order for the preparing and idiiing out fuch a 
proclamaiion as is dcfired ; with the fame claufc, referring to 
the treaty of marriage, as was in the proclamation, which, 
upon the like occafufn, yfned out, upon the ad\iccof both 
Houfes of Parliament, in the year 1640; and his Majclty 
will take further care, that the fame lliall be cfteXual, at 
lead to a greater degree than . ny proclamaiion of this kind 
bath evt r been ; and his Majefty farther (Lclarcs, and ailiirc-S 
both hi.s Houfes of Parliament, and all his loving I'ubjeXs (»f all 
his dominions, that, as his aRcXion and zeal forihe Proteftant 
religion, and the church of England, hath not been concealed, 
or untaken notice of in tiic world ; fo he is not, nor ever will 
be, fo folicitous for the fettling his own revenue, or providing 
any other expedients for the peace and traiupilHity of the 
kingdom, as for tlie advancement and im prove ifTPnt of the re- 
ligion eftablillied ; and for the tiling and applying all proper 
and cfrcXual remedies, to hinder the growth of popery : both 
which he doth, in truth, look upon as the belt expedient ro 
eft^blifli the peace and profperity of all his kingdoms. 

Given at our court rft Whitehall, tlie firll day of April, 
1663, in tlje fifteenth year of our reign. 


ATufJuM 
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MeJJage from the Houfe of Commons to the Kingj May 12, i663<. 

'T'HAT the King’s Majefty be humbly moved, from the 
"*■ Houfe, to take care for the encouraging of the vent of 
woollen and other manufaftures of England into Scotland 
and Ireland ; and that Tno impolitions be laid, or continued, 
in thofc kingdoms, that may difeourage the vent of them". 

That the King^ Majefty be humbly moved, from the Houfe, 
to give leave, that there be a conftant free exportation of 
geldings \ and that he would be pleafed to recall his proclama- 
tion that reftrains their exportation. 

That his Majefty be humbly defircd, by the Houfe, that no 
confullhip be conjinued, or liercafter granted, in any place, 
but at the delire of tho refpeflive meri^hants trading to that 
place; and at fiicn allowances and charges only as the mer- 
clianls lhall confent to give them. 


Ills Afajeftys graciou% Mejfagt to the Uoiifc of Commons ^ 
May 16, 1663. 

Charles Rex. ^ 

1.0 IS Majefty hearing the meflage from his Houfe of Conw 
mons, of the twelfth of May, touching the poft office, 
commands it be anfwcred, that there is no new grant or <.on- 
lra(El made concerning that office ; what Mr. Ouealc hath had, 
is but the remainder of that time which is yc.t to come upon 
Mr. Biihop’s patent ; in the cxecutioi^ of Avbich, his Majefty, 
not being fativfieil for the extraordinary luiiiiber of nori-con- 
formifts and ilifafFeded perfuns in lhai office, was incli.i?d to 
admit of this change ; but the term being expired, his Majefty 
will have a care to fee it raifed to that pro, 1 it may fairly be ; 
remembering always, thaf, it being an olhee of mut h triift, 
as well as a farm, it will not be fit to give it xo iiim that bids 
moft ; becaufe a dillioneft oi’* difaffeded perfon is likclieft to 
exceed that way. 

2. His Majefty ilfued forth his late proclamation, forbidding 
the tranfportation of L.ddings, rcfle6Ung ;.nnoiig ot ’ rcafonsj 
upon tiw-jjreat fcarcity of them, occafioiicd by ti c death ot 
very many more thefe laft years than ufuallyj » hen his Ma- 
jefty feeth the numbers reftored, he fliidl wii^midy comply 
with the defires of his Houfe of Commons, in allowing a free 
tranfportation of them. 

3. His Majefty, knowing of h^>w public a benefit it is, will 
he always ready to encourage manuHdures, efpeciatly the 
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roollen ones : and that the impofitions ... be fairjy laid, 
urpofeth to appoint cominifliioners of the refpecUve nations, 
i^ho may repiefent to him the reciprocal convenicncies of 
hem: upon which his Majefty will make his deteiminations 
ccordingly. 

4. His Majefty finds, that the nomination of confnls, in 
he fadlories abroad, hath always been in the crown, and kept 
here ; beenufe, in moft pirts, they arc agents to maintain the 
rivilege of the nation, and the articles of peace rnaclc for the 
idvantage of it : tVuit, if his Majefiy fhonki grant what is dc- 
ired to the merchants here, it would inanifetlly diJoblige the 
eft of the kingdom, equally engaged in the trade : however, 
lis Majefty fo far complicth with the defires of his lioufe of 
Commons, as to proinife care ftiall be trken to nominate 
tone, but in fnch places where they arc jirecifely iicccfTary ; 
nd with fuch allowances as the merchants ftiall think ht, in 
heir refpedlive faiflorics and alfo that the faid confiils be 
nen fitly qualifie d, and acceptable to them. 


JJis MajfJlfs Speech to the Hoiijc of Common Sy June 5, 1663. 

Mr. Speaker, and yon Gentlemen t»f the Houfc of Com- 
mons, 

f HAVE fent for you this day, to communicate with yon, as 
" good friends ought to do, when they difeover the Icaft jea- 
auly growing, which may Icfiln their confidence* in each 
ther : it is a freedom very neceiiary to be ufed between me 
nd you i and yon may* all .remember, that when there was 
iieiy a little jcaloufy amongft you, upon fomewhat 1 had 
aid or flonc, I made all the haftc I could to g*ivc you fatis- 
aftion : for w-hich you all returned me your hearty thanks ; 
nd were, I think, really fatislied. 

Gentlemen,' 

It is in no man’s power, no not in your own powder, to 
Take me fnfpcd, or in the Icaft degree imagine it pofliblc, 
lat your affcdlion or kindnefs is lelfcned or diminifticd towards 
“ic. I know very well, that the people did never, in any 
ge, ufe that vigilance and circumfpedfion in theii*T?ieciion of 
eifons of known , and tried affcclion to the crowm, of your 
ood principles and unqucftionable inclinations to the peace of 
hijrch and ftate, for their reprefentatives in Parliament, as 
H’y did when they chofc you. You arc the very fame men 
^ho, at your firft coming together, gave fuch fignal teftimo- 
ics of your afFedlion and friendftiip tp my perfon, of your 
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xcal for the honour and dignity of the crown, and iibcral fup- 
port of*the government, and of your horror and dcteliaiioR 
of thofe men whofe principles, you difcerncd, keep them 
awake, to take all occafions to diiturb the peace of the king- 
dom, and to embroil us all in a new civil war : which is as 
much their endeavour now as ever ; and it may be not enough 
abhorred by others whoft principles and ends are very different 
from them. You aie the fame men who, at your firll meet-, 
ing, by a wonderful and cheerful harmony and concurrence 
in whatioever I could wiQi, gave me reputation abroad, and 
fccurity at home ; made our neighbours folicitous for our 
friendlhip, and iti a j ml: value upon it! and, trud me, fuch 
a reputation is of vait importance, and made my evil fubjetSls 
even d. fpJiir of bringing their wicked purpolcs to pafsJ And 
is it polhblc, lhaj| the fame perfons can continue together, 
without the fame afleillon for me, or prudence for the public 
peace and profpciityr I am furc it is impollible : and yet I 
mijfl: tell you, the reputation I h;ftl ^from your concurrency 
and tendernefs towards me, is not at all iirfproved fince the 
beginning of this fclTion : indeeti it is much Iclfened : andJ 
am fiire I never flood more in need of that reputation , than at 
prefent, to carry me through* many difficulties, in which the 
public is, at leafl, as #nuch concerned as myfelf : let me and 
you think never fo well of oiirfclvcs, if all the world knows, 
or believes, that we are poor, that we are in extremity of 
xvant, if our friends think v/c can do^thcin no good, and our 
enemies believe we can do them no harm, our condition is 
far from being profptrous. You cannot take it amifs (you 
ihall ufe as much freedom with me,^when you pleafe) that I 
tell you there hath not appeared that v\ urmth in you of late, 
in the coiilicicration of my revenue, as J expedied, as well 
from fomc of your meflages, as from my own conhdcnce in 
your care and kindnefs. It hath been fiiid to myfelf, that it 
is ufnal for Parhaments to give the crown extraordinary fiip- 
plies upon emergent occalions, but not to improve the con- 
ilant revenue of the crown,* I wifh, and fo do you, that 
nothing had been lately done in and by Parliaments^ut what 
was iifual. Put if ill Parliaments contrive the ruin and dil- 
inherifoii of the crown, God forbid hut good Parliaments 
fhouldfr»«.,?air it, how unufual foever it is. If you yourfelvcs 
had not, in an extraordinary manner, improved rny revenue, 
the government could not have been fupported : and if it be 
not yet improved in the proportion you have dcfigncd, 1 can- 
not doubt but you will proceed in it w ith )our old alacrity. 

1 am very well contented, that yoy proceed in your infpe6lion : 

J know it will be to my advantage ; and that you will neither 
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find my receipts fo great, nor my cxpenfcs fo exorbitant, as 
you imagine. And, for an evidence of the laft, I wiU give 
you prefently an account of the ilfiies of the twelve hundred 
thoufand pounds you fo liberally gave me ; not one penny 
■whereof was difpofed, but upon full deliberation with myfelf, 
and by my own order ; and I think you will all fay, for the 
public fcrvice. But, Gentlemen, tfiis inqiiifition cannot be 
liniftied in the fliort lime we can now conveniently ftay to- 
gether: and yet, if you do not provide, before \vc part, for 
the better paying and colledling what you have already given 
me, you can hardly prefume what it will amount to: and if 
you do not fupport even what you have already given me, by 
feme addition, you will quickly fee lawful ways found out to 
leflen the revenue, more than you imaginf : and therefore I 
cannof but expcdl, that your wifdom v^ill feafonahly and 
fpeedily provide a remedy for that growing mifehief. Believe 
me. Gentlemen, the moll difatfcdlcd fubjedls in England arc 
not more unwilling to«j3ay any tax or impofition you lay upon 
th^m, than I am to receive it : God knows, I do not long 
tfiore for any blcffing in tlfis world, than that I n:tay live to 
c^W a Parliament, and not afk or receive any money from 
them: 1 will do all I can to fee that happy day. I know the 
vaft burdens the kingdom hath born(5thcfe lalf twenty years, 
^nd more; that it is exceedingly inipoveriflied: but, alas! wliat 
will that which is left do them good, if the government cannot 
be fupported ; if I am not able .to defray the charge that is 
necelfary for rhoir peace and fecurity. I mult deal plainly 
with you j and 1 do but difcliarge my confcicnce in that plain- 
nefs : if you do not, befides the improving my revenue, in the 
manner 1 ha\e recommended to you, give me fomc prefent 
fupply of money, to enable me to ftriiggle witli thofe difficul- 
ties 1 am preifccl with, I lliall have a very melancholy fummer, 
and (hall much apprehend the public quiet. You have heard, 
I prefume, of the late dcTign in Ireland, for the furprife of 
the caltle of Dublin’; which was fpread over all that kingdom ; 
and many Parliament men thdre engaged in it : there is an 
abfolute ncceifity, that I forlhw^ith fend over a good fum of 
money thither, for the payment of that army, and putting the 
garrifons there in good order. You will not doubt but that 
thofe feditioiis perfons had a correfpondence with l4rt:ii Priends 
here ; and, I pray, let us not be too carelefs of them. I afTure 
you, I have fo great occafion of money here, w'hich my re- 
venue cannot fupply me with, that I every day omit the doing 
fomewhat that is very necelfary for the public benefit. Thefe', 
fure, are juft motives to perfuade you to give a fupply, as 
have ever moved a Houfe of pommons ; and therefore I con- 
jure 
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jtire you to go cheerfully about it, afhd let me not be dlfap- 
pointed in my confidence of your aifediions. And, I pray, 
remember the feafoii of the year, and how necefl'ary it is, that 
we make a recefs in or about Midfummer, I have enlarged 
much more to you upon this occafion than I have ufed to do, 
and you may perceive it hath not been very eafy to me ; but I 
was willing you Ihould imderdand, from myfelf, what 1 de- 
lire and expedl from you ; and the rather, becaufe I hear 
fome men have confidently undertaken to know my mind, 
who have had no authority from me ; and to drive on defigns 
very contrary to my defires. I do pray you heartily, that the 
eftedf of this day’s converfation may be the renewing our con- 
fidence in each other, and railing our joint reputation ; which 
will be our Itroni^ft fecurity, with God’s bleiling, the king- 
dom can have for |ts peace, plenty, and full profperity'; and, 
upon my word, you ^ ill all have great confort i% what you 
fliall do f('r me, upon this my very earneil and hearty recom- 
mendation. * • 


Speech by the Speaker of the Houfe* of Commonly delivered in the 
Houje of Pecis^ ^ 7 > 1663. 

May it pleafe your Excellent Majefty, 

'T HE knights, citizens, and burgclfcs of [the Commons 
iloufe of Parliament, have, fince their lafl: meeting, in 
many weighty and arduous affairs, prefented your Majelfy with 
their humble advice: which, wiih all thankfulncfs they ac- 
knowledge, never wanted a molf gracious reception. Never 
any prince did fd freely commune with his people ; and never 
any people did with more joy and duty commemorate their 
happinefb. ^ 

'Ehe laft feflion of Parliament, our care w as chiefly to feciirc 
the being of this nation under our ancient, happy monarchical 
government. This feflion, we have endeavoured to advance 
the peace and well-being both of church and ftalc. 

Material ftruftures are befPfecured by deep foundations in 
the earth ; but the foundations of true liappincfs are from 
above. We have therefore, in the full place, penifed the 
laws w'hich do enjoin the obfervation of the Lord’s day ; and 
where* have found any defeift, either in rules or penalties, 
we have with great care fupplied them ; well knowing, that 
he who doth not remember on the firft day of the w^eek to ob- 
ferve a Chriftian fabbath, will hazard before the week'comes 
round to fsrget he is a Chriflian. 

We read in the ftory of Lewis.the Ninth of France, when 
he took bis voyage into the caftejn empire to affill the diftrefled 
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Chriflians, the fame of his holinefs moved tlje King of Tar-* 
tary to fend his ambalfadors to offer him triendfhip, and to ac-» 
quaint him lie had a defire to become a Chrifti in ; whereupon 
Lewis fent him preachers, to iiiftnnSi: him in the Chrinian re- 
ligion. But the Tartarian obl'erving the lives of the Chrif* 
tians were not anfwerable to their profeifion, they returned 
■with the fhamc of ihcir own ill lives upon them, whofe doc- 
trines were fo famous. 

That which in thofe days v. of tuofc Chrif- 
tians, is much more at this da) the ih luc this nation ; wc 
know more, but piaiTiifc lefs, than they did: wc generally 
.love a fccptical rather than a pia^lical religion ; and are con- 
tented to fpend that time in itudy of curious deceitful notions, 
which ought to be employed in the pradlicv' of known iriillu. 
Too many amongft us arc ot the fett of tUv Guoliics, hunting 
after novelties and phantafms, till variety of notions makes 
them mad. Hence do arife all thofe fcdls and fchifnis in l!ic 
church, whichj being 4iur fed up in pride, rctni'c to contorin 
to any laws, and make relimoii itfclf the cloak ot all their 
reparations 5 whereas true feiigion is the band of focicty, the 
linews that hold fail the joints ‘.f the body politic. If thefe 
be broken, the body mull he difmembered : if they be but 
{trained, the whole body is in pain, “and the member made 
unufcfiil. 

At the opening of this feflion, your MajeRy was nioft gra- 
cioufly plcafed to call upon us to prepare fornc Li'vs lor the 
prevention of the growlli of p^'pery ; and we l..ive lioartily la- 
boured therein, both to prevent the growth of popery and all 
foits ol fcfSlarics and voncoiifonnilts. But, as the rankelf 
corn and the tullcfl curs are apicR to be laid, fo faies in this 
matter : tliefe iruits are not yu ready lor the hat^>cR. But vs'c 
are confident, by the wifdom of your MajcRy’s government, 
and tlic rcadinels of your taithful iubjecls to fupport it b) tlie 
juR and due execution ot tliel;v. s cfpecially it fiich pv^rfons 
be entrnltcd v/:t1i the cxccuii:>n of the laws as do love tliem,) 
thefe pfTions ^vill cither be pti loaded to contoriinty, tu* loiced 
into a peaceable aud orderly couverfation. 

To this purpofe, I am eo»nin,»nded by the knights, citizens, 
and inirgellcs of the Comuions Hoiifc of Farliamcnt, humbly 
in iheir name to b> fecch your Mujelly, that you wilHre -plea fed 
to illiic out youF* proclamation, tor the putting thofe laws wdiich 
now are in force, againll tlic popifh rccufants, fedfaries, and ' 
nonconformilh, in effcdlual exccutiun. 

I am like wife com n> a nded to d»Tire your Majeftjr, that you 
will be pltafed to ilfiie out enoiher proclamation, for the pre- 
vention of that prophanenefsj debauchery, and licentioufnefs, 
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•which to. the high difpleafure of Almighty God, thedithonour 
of your Majefty’s government, and the grief of all good men, 
is now pradtifed amongll us : and, for the better fcciiririg the 
peace of the nation againft the united counfcls of all the dif- 
fenters to our religion and tllabliflied difeipHne, we have pre- 
pared an additional bill fo^* the ordering tlie lorces of the king- 
dom, whereby your Majelty's lieutenants and their deputy 
lieutenants will be enabled to train, tllfeiplinc, and keep toge- 
ther, fnch a party as will be aide to preve nt cliforders, and fiif- 
ficient to check any infurredions, till the great body of the 
militia can come in to tlicir aililtance. 

During the late unhappy wars in this rr.iiion, otir neighbours 
eyes were open, to fpv out all advantages of fpoUing our trade, 
and to advance theW* own ^ but, by the fevcral good bills made 
ready for your MajJfly’s royal alfcnt, we hope we fhall reftore 
and increafe the flourilhing trade of this nation. 

Great Sir, • ^ 

I have but one word more ; and that is by command from 
your ^'lajclly’s loyal and dutiful* fubjeds the Commons of 
England. They have duly confulcred the prefent unfettled 
condition of this nation, and th*‘ great expenfe \thich mufl: at- 
tend fuch diltradions ; lind do humbly befccch your Majcfty 
to accept an aid from them, confining of foni entire fubli- 
dies ^ two of which are to be paid by tiie firit of November 
next, and the other two by the tirft of May next following. 


His Majcfty s mojt gracious Speech, fuJy 27, 1663. 

My Lords aVid Gentlemen, 

T THANK you for the prefent you have made me this day ; 

and I hope your countries will thank you when you come 
home for having done it. I am not confeious of having brought 
the ftraighis and nccelhtics 1 agi in upon myfclf, by an improvi- 
dence or ill luiH)andry of my own : 1 know the contrary ; and, 

1 alfiirc }ou, I would not have dcfired or received the fupply 
you have now given me, if it were not abh'liitely nccellary for 
your peace and quiet as well as mine. And, I mud tell you, 
it wiirdo me very little good, if I do not improve it by very 
good hiifl^andry of my own, and by rctrenchin’^ thofe very ex- 
penfes which in many refpeds may be thought neceifary 
enough. But you fhall fee, I will miuch rather rmpofe upon 
inyfelf than upon my fubjeds ; and if all men will follow my 
example in retrenching their expcilfes, whi<*h (it may be) they ■ 
may do with much more convenitnee than 1 can do mine, the 
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kingdom %vill in a very ftiort time gain what you have given 
me this day, 

I am very glad you are now going into your feveral coun- 
tries, where your prefence will do much good ; and I hope 
your vigilance and authority will prevent thofe diilurbanccs 
which the reftlefs fpirits of ill and unquiet men will be always 
contriving, and of which, I do aflure^ you, they promife them- 
fclves fome effedls this fumnier. 

There have been more pains and unufual ways taken to kin- 
dle the old fatal fears and jcaloufies than 1 thought I fhould 
ever have lived to have feen, at leaft to have feen fo counte- 
nanced. 

I do defire you, and conjure you, my i.ords and Gentle- 
men, CO watch this evil fpirit and temper, with )(>ur utniolt 
care and prudence, and fecurethe perfons pf thofe whom you 
find arc poireffed with it, that the peace of the kingdom be not 
facrificed to their pride, humour, and madnefs.^ 

I did cxpedl to havc«had fome bills prefented to me againft 
thfe feveral diftempers in religion, againft fedilious conventicles, 
againft the growth of poperj^ ; but, it may be, you have been 
m fome fear of reconciling thofe contradidions in religion, in 
fome confpiriicy againft the pilblic peace, to which, 1 doubt, 
men of the moft contrary motives in eonfciencc are inclinable 
enough. 1 do promiie you to lay this bufmefs, and mifehiefs 
which may flow from tiu licences, to heart. And if 1 live to 
meet with you again, as I hope I lhall, I will myfelf take 
care to prefent two bills to you to thaf end. And, as I have 
already given it in cliarge to the judges, in their feveral cir- 
cuit':, to life liieir utnioft endeavours to prevent and punifti the 
fcandalous and feditious meetings of fedaries, and to convid 
the papiils ; fo I wdll be as watchful, and take mU the pains I 
can, neither the one or the other (hall dillurb the peace of the 
kingdom. 

I (ball not need to defirc you to ufe all diligence in levying 
and collfding the fubfidies yon have given me ^ and heartily 
wiih the diftribution may be nfadc with all equality and juf- 
tice, and with«)iit any animofjty or fadion, or icmcmbering 
any thing that hath been done in the late ill times, which, you 
know, we are all obliged to toigct, as well as to forgive. And 
indeed, till vve have done fo, we can never be in pcrfrt^icace ; 
and therefore l4ran never put you too much in mind of it. 

X think it necelfary to make this a fellion, that fo the current 
of juftice may run the two next terms without any obllruclion 
by privilege of Parliament ; and therefore I (hall prorogue 
you till the fixieenth day of March, when I doubt not, by 
God’s bleifingj wc lhall meet again to our joint fatisfadlon, 
r . and 
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and that^you fliall have caufe to thank me for what I do in the 
interval* 


His Mojefty s moft gracious Speech, March 21 , 1664 . 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

■\70U fee, God be thanked, you have met together again at 
the time appointed : and 1 do afiurc you, I have been 
fo far trom ever intending it fhould be other wife, that I do not 
know one perfon who ever wiihed it flioixld be otherwife. 
Think, therefore, I pray, what good meaning thofe men 
could have, who, from the time of the prorogation to the day 
of your meeting, have continually whifpered, and indiiftri- 
oufly infufed into rnin*ds of the people, that the Parliament 
fliould meet no mare *, that it Ihould be prefently diflblved, or 
fo continued by prorogation, that they fhould be kept without 
a Parliament. 1 pray, watch thefe whifpererb all you can, as 
men who ufe their utmoll endeavours t{» fow jealoii Ties between 
you and me. And I do promife you, they fhall not prevail 
with me ; and I do promife myfclf, they fhall not prevail 
with you. And the truth is, we are both concerned they 
Ihould not : and we fhall theft, with God^s blcfling, prevent 
all the mifehief they iiftcnd. 

You may judge by the late treafon in the north, for which 
fo many men have been executed, how aftive the fpirits of 
many of our old enemies flill arc, notwithftancling all that 
mercy. 1 do alfure you, we are not yet at the bottom of that 
biifincfs. 'Phis much appears manifellly, that this confpiracy , 
W'as but a branch of that which I difljovered as well as I could 
to you about two years fince, and had been then executed near- 
er hand, if khacl not, by God’s goodnefs, come to the know- 
ledge of fomc (if tlic principal contrivers, and fo fecured them 
Irom doing the mifehief they intei\ded. And if I had not, by 
the like Providence, had timely notice of the very hour and 
feveral places of their rciule^.vous in ihc north, and provided 
for them accordingly, by fenrsing fomc of my troops, as well 
as by drawing the trained hands together, their conjunflion 
w'ould have been in greater numbers than had been convenient. 

You will W’ondcr (but I tell true,; they are now even in thofe 
p'arcy,“an(l at this time, when they fee iheir friends under 
trial and cxeciilhm, ftill purfuing the fame cottfiihal ions. And 
it is evident “ihey have correfpondcnce with defperate perfons 
in inoft counties, and a Handing council in this towm, trom 
which they receive their direiliens, and by whom they were 
advifed to defer their lull intended infiirre^iion ; but thofe or-f 
dets ferved onlv to diltradt thei^, and came too'-lpite to prevent 
^ . thei* 
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Acir defiru£lion. I know more of their intrigues than they 
think I do, and hope 1 (hall ihortly difcover the bottom j 
the mean time, I pray, let us all be as watchful to prevent, as 
they are to contrive, their mifehief. 

1. cannot omit, upon this occafion, to tell you, that thefe 
defperatc men in their connfels (as appears by fovcral exami- 
nations) have not been all of one mind in the ^vays of carrying 
on their wicked refolutions. Some would Itill iiifilt upon the 
authority of the Long Parliament, of \vhicli, they fay, they 
have members enough willing to meet ; others have fancied to 
themfelves, by fonie compulation of their own upon foinc 
claufe in the Triennial Eill, that this p.cfr-iu Parliament was 
at an end fomc znonths lince ; and that, (or want of new writs, 
they may aiTc-mblc themfelves aiid choofc members of Pailia- 
ment ; and that this is the belt expedient ^o bring iliemfelves 
together for their other purpofes. 

For the Long Parliament, you and I can do no more ib.an 
wc have done, to iiitorm*anu compofc the minds of all men. 
Let them pioCted upon ilicir pcii!. Put methinks ib.ere U 
nothing done to diiaLuic them in refpeel of il:e 'riicnnial inll. 
J confefs to yon, my Lords and GcniLna n, I lia\e (dten uiy- 
fclf read over that bdl ; and iknugh I’l'. u* no colour tor the 
fancy of the determination of this Ptu^'i ev.^nt, yei I will not 
deny to yuu, that I have always expech d rlui you wouhl, and 
6vcn wondered that you have not ccMifidcicd the wonderlul 
claufes in that hill, which pallbd in a Imiu; very unLarcful for 
the dignity of the crown, or t'lo fe^-urity of ilie pc.ople. 

I pray, Mr. Speaker, and you of thi Huufe of 

Common:, glv^e that l^jiennial in i onc' ji rcaiiing in your 
Houfe ; and then, in God’s iiair.e, do \v;m: vnii ijiink fii for 
me, and yjui Gives, and the whole l.ingtivm. jc i*wcd not icU 
you how ruich I love Parlijmcnls. N(\.i Kki;: \^as fo much 
beholden to Pailiameuts .is 1 have betti: ju i do 1 think llte 
crown can o\er be Iiappy v. i‘houl frequent Parliainenis. But, 
affiire yoni fcivcs, if 1 ihould think otherw iih-, 1 wt>iild never 
fuffer a Parhamenl to come together by tl.c iiiewJis prelcrihcd 
by that bill. 

My Lords and Gcntlcnicn, 

I mufl renew my thanks to y(>u, for tlic five fuj'^y 'r'oir 
gave me this lad fellion, of four fubfidies: \.,i 1 cannot but 
tell you, that that fupply is fallen much Ihori whut I cx- 
pedied, or yon intended. It will hardly l)e believed, yet you 
know it to be true, tiiat very many perl'ons, who have eltau s 
of three and four thoufand pounds a year, do not pay for thefe 
four fubfidies fixtccn pounds ^ fo that, whereas you intended 
I * and 
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and declared that they Ihonld be colIe£led according to former 
prcceclerfts, they do not now arife to half the proportion they 
did in the time ot Qi^ieen Elizabeth ; and yet furc the cnnvii 
wants more now than it did then, and the fiibjeft is at Icall as' 
well able to give. 

The truth is, by the licence of the late ill time, and ill-hu- 
moi’.r of this, too many of the people, and even of thofe who 
make tair ])roleliious, believe it to be no fin to defraud the 
crown of any thing that is due to it. You no fooner give me 
tonnage and poundage, than men arc deviling all the ways 
.they can to ileal ciiltom ; nor can the farmers be fo vigilant 
for the colieclion, as others are to the duties. 

You give me the excife, whicli all people abroad believe to 
be the moll infen lible impoliiion that can be laid upon a peo* 
pic. What confi^^racies and combinations arc entered into 
againll it by the brewers, w ho, I am fare, bear not that bur- 
then them (elves, even to bring that revenue to nothing, you 
will hear in Wcllminllcr-hall. • ^ 

You have given me the chlmncy-moncy, which you have rca- 
fon to believe is :i growing rcveiiifc, for men build at lead fall 
enough ; and you will tlierefore wonder that it is already de- 
clined, and tiiat this iialf 3 ear ^jrings in lefs than the former 
(lid. I pray, tlieief(>v*‘f review iliat bill ; and lince I am fure 
you v/oii! 1 have me receive whalibevcr you give, let me have 
the colled ing and liulbanding of it by my own officers ; and 
then 1 doubt not but to iir.piove that receipt, and will* he co- 
zened of as little as I can. 

I w’ill conclude with defiring and conjuring you, my Lords 
and Gentlemen, to keep a very good ^orrerpondence together, 
tiiat it may not be in the power ot any fedicious or faflious 
fpirits to you jealous of me, till you fee me pretend one 

thing and do imother, which I am fure you never have yet 
drvnc. IVud me, it lliall be in nobody's pow'er to make me 
jealous of you. 

I pray, contrive any good fliort bills which may improve the 
indulhy of t!ic nation. And,* fince the fcafon of the year will 
invite us all Ihortly 10 lake the country air ; I dcfire you w ill 
be ready forafefliou within two months, or thereabouts ; and 
wt will meet next caiii.i in the year. And fo God blefs your 
CTn^ivlis. 


Speech 
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Speech by the Speahr of the Houfe of Commons, Alay 1664 * ' 

May it pleafe your moft Excellent Majefty, 

AT the opening this feflion, your Majefiy was pleafed to- 
recommend feveral things to the care of your two Honfea 
of Parliament \ the w^hich we have deliberately confidered, and 
iiiianimoufiy prefented our humble advice thereupon. 

The hrlt thing w^e took into coniideratioii was, the aft 
made in the lixtecnih year of the late King of glorious me- 
mory, for Triennial Parliaments : when wc had given it a read- 
ing, we found it dcrogaKiry to the efleniial prcrogniive of the 
crown, of calling, holding, and dillbiving, Parliaments , wc 
found it unprafticablt, and only ufeful to learn the people how 
to rebel : therefore w^e melted it down.fcxtrafted the pure 
metal from counterfeit and drolTy alloys, and then prefcnled it 
to your 'Majelly, to be new ftamped, and make current coin, 
for the ufe of the naVoh. We do return our moil htimblc 
thanks to your Majerty, that you were pleafed to accept our 
advice, and to pals our bill but more efpccially for tliofc gra- 
cious expreflions your Majefty was pleafed to ufe at that foleni- 
nity, whereby wc arc allured, *^not only of your perfonal affec- 
tion to Parliaments, but of your judgment alfo, that the hap- 
pinefs of the crown confifts in the frequency of Parliaments. 

In the next place, we reviewed the aft for chimney-money, 
which we intended a great branch of your Majefty ’s revenue, 
although by fome miftakes it is fallen Ihorl : and, in hopes 
your Majefty may improve that receipt, we have prepared a 
bill for the collcfting that duty by fuch officers as your Ma- 
jefty and your fuccellors lhall from time to lime think fit to ap- 
point. 

W'hilft wc wxrc intent upon thefe weighty’ 'affairs, w'e were 
often inierrnpted by petitions, and letters, and motions, repre- 
feiiting the unfctlled condition of fome countries, by rcafon- 
of fanatics, fcftarics, and nonconform! fts. They differ in 
their ftiapes and fpccics, and accordingly are mure 01 d:iir- 
geioiis : but in this they all agree ; they arc iu> IViends to the 
cftabliftied government eitlier in church or iVatc ; and if the 
old rule liold true, cccltjuc contrudlch non th we 

have great reafon to prevent their growth, and to 
ptaftice. To this piirpofe wc have prepared a hill againil their 
irequenting of conventicles, the feed-plots atv^’ ntiricrks ot 
their oj)inions, under pretence of religious w'orliiip. Th-; 
firfl offence we have made puniftiabic only with a fmalj fine <•[ 
five pounds, or three monuhs imprifomnent, and ten pounds 
for a peer. The fccond pftcace with ten pounds, or lix 
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months imprifonment, and twenty pounds for a peer. But for 
the third offence, after a trial by a jury at the general quarter 
felhons or aillzes, and the trial of a peer by his peers, the 
party convided lhall be tranfported to fome of your Majefty’s 
foreign plantations, unlefs he redeem himfelf by laying down 
one hu;.-h'.d poitnds : Immcdlcahile ’julnus enfe rcjcindendunif 
ne pars Jinara trahntur^ 

We have had rnticli thought how to improve the indiiflry of 
the nation, and prevent ilial idlenefs and licentioufnefs which 
too faft grows upon us, efpecially by exccllive and diforJerly 
gaming. Men are not contented to fport away their precious 
time, and play away their ready money; but to lofe or pawn 
their houfes and lands, their manors, and their honours alfo. 
For the prevention.of the growth of thisdifeafe, we have pre- 
pared a bill, to mike all fecurities for money won at play, 
whether real or pc ifonal, to be void. 

We have examined alfo the reafons of the decay of trade. 
In the firft place, w'e found our merchants arc. undermined by 
fraud and practice, and fometimes beaten out, in the Eaft and 
Weft Indies, in Turkey, and in Africa, by our neighbours 
the Dutch, who, befides the unfufFerable indignities offered to 
your royal Majcfty, have in a few years fpoiled your fubjefts to 
the value of (even or ei^ht hundred thoufand pounds ; for re- 
medy whereof, we have made our humble addrefs to your Ma- 
jefty, and received a gracious anfw^er ; and have no caufe to 
fear but a (hort time will produce a juft and honourable fatis- 
fadlion. 

The next obftruflion to our trade hath been, a bafe and 
dangerous pradlice of fome feamen, who are willing to be 
robbed by pirates, that they may (hare in the prize. We have 
therefore prepafsqd a bill for the puniftiment of fuch treacherous 
aflions, and for^fhe juft reward of thofe honeft feamen that 
{hall preferve their owners goods, and manfully maintain the 
honour of our Englifh nation. 

Some other difeoveries we have made, which may be the 
fubjedl matter of future bills ; but, in jrefpeft of your Ma- 
jefty’s intimation of a (hort feffion, we were not willing to at- 
tempt more than we could reafonably difpatch. 

And now, great Sir, give me leave w'ith joy to remember 
tKai utipi^ratlelcd unanimity that hath this fellion attended oui 
counfels. " Our conftancy and refolution hath b^fen tried beyond 
the prccedetu Vjf former Parliaments, or any other feffion of 
this Parliament. 

The heathens were wont to obferve, and eaiT the ChriA. 
ffaiis, for their unify' and love of cfne another ; ut invh 
VoL. r. H • 
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ccmje diUgunt ’Chrifuani ! And may this happy correfpondence 
between your royal Majefty and ycur two Houfes of Parlia- 
ment increafe, and grow to be the envy of the world, till all 
your Majefty *s enemies arc forced to rry, Ecce^ ut invicemje 
dlligunt Anglican':. 


* His Afajeftys moft Gracious Speech^ Alay ly, 1664. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T DID dchic ar.d conjure \oii, at the opening of this feilion, 
that you wfjuld keep a very good corrcTpoiidence together, 
that it might not be in the power of any fcditioiis or faclions 
fpirits to make you jealous of each other, or cither of you jea- 
lous of me ; ;*.id 1 desire you to be ready 4or a fcllion, wiliiin 
tw^o months or thcreab'juts. 

I mull confefs to jou, you have complied very fully witlT 
me, for which^I can )?evcr thank you enough : you have per- 
formed thofe good refped? towards me, and kept fo very good 
^orrcfpondcnce towards each other, that yoii have exceedingly 
difappointed thofc ill men, who both at home and abroad had 
xaifed great hopes and expeeftation of new troubles and confu- 
lions ; you have gratified me in all 1 defired, and are now 
ready for a feilion within the time propofed. This harmony 
will (with God's bltiling) make ns all efteemed abroad, and 
fecure at lunne \ and thefc obligations cannot but make me 
think the time long till we meet again. The fcafon of the 
vear and your own affairs will invite you into the country ; and 
your prcl'ence there is trf great importance to my fcrvicc, and 
to the public peace. You will watch thofc unquiet fpirits, 
which aie Itiil lurking and ready to embrace all opportunities 
to involve the nation in new diltradlions, urJtJer what fpecious 
pretences foevef ; and you will carefully inform the people, 
how much it is in their own power to be as happy as they can 
'wifii to be : indeed, if they are truly fenfihle ot their prefent 
happinefs, it v. ill qrickly be iifiproved. I will add no more, 
but that I thank you all and every one of you ; and if Ciod 
blefs us till November, we will meet here again. I name 
November to you, becaufc, if nothing extraordinary fall out, 
I refolve not to meet till then : but, becaufe fomewJT£?i*'ex- 
traordinary mtly fall out, you lhall be at prefent a prorogued 
t till Auguft ; and before that day you (liall ^ u^vc feafonablc 
iticc, by proclamation, not to give your attendance, except 
^rc be occalion ; and then November will be the time. And 
cordingly I have comnranded the Chancellor to prorogue 
«• . • * 
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tfls Majejl^s Moft Gracious Speech^ November 24, 1664. 

My Lords and Genllemen, 

*T^HEN we parted lall in this place, I told you that I did 
^ not think wc rtiould meet here again till November, 
though I prorogued you but to a day in Auguft. But I muft 
now tell you, that if I could have fufpedted, or reafonably have 
imagfned, that our neighbours Would have dealt fo uniieigh- 
' hourly with me, and have forced me to make fuch preparations 
as they have done for my defence, at fo vaft an expenfe ; I fay, 
if 1 could have forefecn in Augufl that they would have treated 
me thus, I fhould not have prevented your coming together 
then. Yet truly I have reafon even to be glad that it hatii 
been deferred thus long. You have had Icifure to attend voiir 
ov^’'n convcnicncics in the country, and the public fcrvice thcie ; 
and I have been able to let our neighbours fee, that I can de-* 
fend myfelf and my Oibjefts, againlt tlfcir infoknee, upon the 
Hock of my own credit and reputation ; and that, when I find 
it neceliary for the good of my people, I can fet out a fleet to 
fca, which will not decline meeting with all their naval power, 
even before the ParliiyTient comes together; which, I am 
perfuaded, if they had believed poflible, they would not fo 
importunately have prell me to it. I will not deny to you, I 
have done more than I thought 1 could have done ; which I 
impute to the credit your vole gave me, and to the opinion all 
men have, that I did what you wifhed I Ihould do. By bor- 
rowing very liberally from myfelf out of my fto^s, and by* 
tltc kind and cheerful alfiftancc the citjr of London hath given 
me, I have a fleet now at fea worthy of the Englifli nation, 
and (to fay not inferior to any that hath been fet out 

in any age, and which (that I may ufe all freedom with you) 
to difc.harge to-morrow, and replenifli all my ftores, I am per- 
fuaded, would coH me little lefs than eight hundred thoufand 
pounds. • 

What hath pafTcd between me and the Dutch, and by what 
degrees, accidents, and provocations, I have been neceflitated 
to the preparation and expcnce I have made, you fhall be told 
I have done. I lhall only tell you, that if I had pro- 
ceeded' i."*ore flowly, I Ihould have expofed my own honour 
and the hor?CvUr of the nation, and flioiild have feemed not con- 
fident of your iMR^lions, and the alfurance you gave me, to 
(land by me in this occafion, 

7 ‘hat which I am now very earneflly to defire, and indeed 
cxpcil from you, is, that you will ufe all poflible expedition 
in your refolutions , left that, by'unneceflary formalities, ’^he 

JH world 



( lOO ) 

world fliould think that I have not your full conciiKrcnce in 
what is done, and that you are not forvvard enough in the fup- 
port of it ; whiLh I am fure you will be ; and that, in raifing 
the fupplijs, you twike fuch fure oidv-r, that when the expenfe 
is obvious and certain, the fupplies be as real and fubflantial, 
not imaginary as the laft fublidies were, wliich you all well 
enough underltand. 

Mr. Speaker, and you Gentlemen of the Ploufe of 
Commons, 

I know not whether it be worth my pains to endeavour to 
remove a vile jealoufy, whicit fomc ill men fcattcr abroad, 
and which I am Cure v\ill never link into the breaft of any 
man that '\< worthy to fit upon your bcnclvs, that, when yon 
have given me a noble and propoitionable Supply for the flip- 
port ot a war, I may be induced by fomc evil coimcellors (for 
they wdll be ihcnght to « think very * refpeiSlfiilly of my owm 
perfon) to make a fiidtlcn peace, and get all that money for 
iny own private occafions. am fure, you all think it an un- 
worthy jealouly, and not to deferve an anfwer. I would not 
be thought to have fo brutilh ap inclination, as to love w'ar for 
war-fake. God knows, I defire no bleiling in tliis world fa 
inuch,^ as that I may li\e to fee a firm peace between all 
Chriltian princes and dates : but let me tell you, and you may 
be mod confident of it, that when I am compelled to enter 
into W’ar, for the proteftion, honour, and benefit of my fub- 
jedls, I w^ill (God willing) not make a peace but upon the 
^obtaining feCuring thofe ends for which the war is entered 
into \ and when that cAi be done, no good man will be forry 
for the determination of it. • 

To conclude ; my Lords and Gentlemen, I. Conjure you all, 
in your feveral dations, to ufe all polfible expedition, that our 
friends and our enemies may fee that I am poirclfcd of your 
hearts, and that we move with one foul ; and I am fure you 
will not deceive my expc£latioo. 

After this, j^is Majedy delivered a narrative ; which was read, 
as foJIoweth : 

A brief Harr at .ve of the late PaJJages between his M(*'^y'and 
the Dutclb, and his Majijiy s Preparations the^lfpon^ 
Charles Rlx. 

TJIS Majedy doth not doubt but that his two Houfes of Par- 
liament do well remember the Addrefs they made to his 
Majedy about the end of April lad, upon the general repre- 
* Origin, rcfpcflivdy. 
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fcntations which had been made to them of the great injuries 
and oppreflions the fnhjcdls of this nation fuftained in the Eaft 
and Weft Indies, and in other places, from the Dutch, and 
the univerfal obftruftion they brought upon the trade of this 
kingdom ; and the warm and vigorous vote they then prefented 
his Majefty with, if he could not otjicrwile remove that mif- 
chief. The anfwer they received from his Majefty was fo full 
of candour, as if he thought his good allies the States General 
would never put him to life extreme remedies, but would 
meet the complaints of his fubjcdls with juft and proportion- 
able fatisfaHion ; and that he did really beliive, as well as 
vvifh, that they would do fo, is mar.ifeft, by his having pro- 
vided for that fcafon a much Icfs guard of Ihips than he had 
fet out ever fince his happy reftorati )n, intending, by the 
faving that unnec'ffary cxpenle fas he then thought) to have 
plentifully fupplied his magazines and ftorcs, which is a trea- 
lure he hadi always laboured to ha\^ dill in readinefs by him. 

His Majefty took tins occafion to •require^ his minifters at 
the Hague to prel's the Stales General very earneftly for expe- 
dition in doing that jufiice whicli for above a year he had in 
vain preft'ed them tc) do, and in which, he told them, the o’p- 
prciiions liis fiibjcfts underwent could not bear longer delay. 
Inftcad of retuining Aiy anfwer to his Majefty, which for 
fomc months they deferred to do, they with great paftion and 
iioife fent orders to their feveral admiralties, to prepare and 
equip a great number of iliips of war, the number whereof 
they increafed every ten or twelve days ; with unufual orders, 
that no time ftiould be loft in making the preparations, but 
that they Ihould A\uik niglit and day^ as well the Sundays as 
the other part of ific week ; and great mnribers of landmen 
were likcw'ifcA;ippoi»ued to be raifed for their expedition. 

This ftrange kind of treatment, together with many rude 
pamphlets and infolent expreffions, which can hardly be pre- 
vented in popular governments, prevailed with his Majefty 
(although he yet believed hinifclf fecure in the wifdom of the 
States General againft any rafli attempt in the violation of the 
peace) to take fpeedy courfe for the putting ten or tw'elve (hips 
into a readinefs (w'hich yet he meant (hould be no further than 
rigging), if they fliould purfuc their prefent diftempers. 

In^ Augult they received news, thar Captain Holmes, who> 
with one his Majefty’s (hips, had* convoyed feme merchants 
of the royai .company to the coaft of Guiney, had by alTault 
taken and polTeffed himfelf of a fort near Cape de Verte, be- 
longing to their Weft Indian Company ; whereupon the States 
General fent a wonderful brifk melfage to the King, at once 
complaining of the injury, and •requiring, in very perex|)5|ory 
* Origin, conveyed. 
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■ terms, that his Majefty would forthwith give order for the 
re-delivery of the faid fort to them. The King alliircd the 
Arabalfador, upon his princely word, That he had given no 
commifiion or order to Captain Holmes for that purpofe, nor 
did know upon what grounds he had proceeded to that act of 
hoftility ; that he expedt^ him Ihortly at home ; and that he 
would then proceed in a" very ftrift examimttion of his pro- 
ceedings, and would caufe exemplary jiiftice to be done, as 
well in the re-delivering the tort, as in punilhing the perfon, 
if his carriage and demeanor deferved it.” This aiifwer hod 
no better luck than the former melfagc : new orders for more 
ihips, for raifing of money, for laifing of men, pnblilliing in 
their prints, that what was done by Captain Holmes was by 
his Majefty’s warrant and authority ^ and within a verydhort 
time after they had the confidence to demtnd of his Majcfty, 
"*in exprefs terms, that he would give it under his royal hand to 
them that he w^ould caufe jhe fort to be delivered within fuch a 
time. , « 

-His Majefiy did not yet, after all thefe provocations, lay 
afide all hope of awaking the States General to a more tem- 
perate confideration of what had palFcd. He defired them, in 
an anfwer which he made to lome of their propofltions, and 
which he tranfmitted to them under his' own hand by their am- 
bafifador, to refleft a little upon the method of their proceeding 
with him, and coiirfc he had obferved towards, them : not to 
mention thofe loud aflTronts, indignities, anil injuries, he had 
put into oblivion in his late treaty with them, he put them in 
•mind that, fince that treaty, he had given them redrefs upon 
their complaints, in many particular cafes, with that expedi- 
tion, that he had not put them to the formalities even of courts 
of juftice ; that inftead of any return in this ki^td from them, 
his minifter at the Hague had importuned thefF* eighteen months' 
for about twenty Uiips taken from his fubjefts upon the coaft 
of Guincy, and very great affronts and damages fuftained by 
'-Others in the Eaft Indies, without any other fhadow of right, 
but being the flrtjnger, and able to opprefs. And yet, fince 
the treaty required fuch formalities in the demand of repara- 
tions, how flow foever their juftice was„ he had thus long for- 
borne to be his own carver. He wilheil them to confider, 
whether their order of proceeding towards them had 
fuant to the tresfiy, or agreeable to the refpedt thaty5/?is due to 
him: that, upon the firft information of an aZe of violence 
committed by the capUin of one of his fhips upon their fub- 
jedls, difowned and difavowed by his Mijefty himfelf, and 
juftice and reparation being'promifed, they have upon the point 
declared war againft bis Majefty, in rcfolving tQ recover by 
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force of arms what they could not expeft by the coiirfe of juf- 
tice. fle conjured the States General to remember the obli- 
gations of their own iQvercignty, by whicli they entered into 
alliances with their neighbour princes that, it' they fuffered 
their particular focietics of merchants to involve them in a wijr 
with their neighbour^ nations for their particular intercll and 
benefit, and to fupport their fuiious and extravagant alliiminga 
dominion aguiiill the law of nations, (ptitting them in mind, of 
what he had often dor, landed ju'iicc for, of the declarations 
piiblilhcd by their commanders both in the Eait and Weft 
Indies, intcrdidllng all trade and commerce to all oilier nations, 
to the natives of thole countries, becaufc they call them their 
fubjedhs,) they would make theinfeives infupportable to their 
neighbour?, and their friendlhip inconlillent with the liberty 
of all the world biX thernfeivcs. 

And, upon this occalion, his Majcfly thinks fit that his two" 
Houfes of Parliament lliould know the very compendious way 
thefc States have found out to make tKc<nfelvcs uionarchsof the 
olctradc of the whole Eatl and Well Indies. They have, 
it is very true, by their very cotnmendablc induftry, and by 
other acts of horrible iiijuftice and cruelty, planted thernfeivcs 
in ft l onger fadlories than an/ prince in Europe hath done, 
cfpccially in the Eaft ftidies, where their naval power is very 
great. When they find the natives inclined to traffic with 
other nations, as they do generally defire to do, being in truth 
univcrfally weary of the yoke the Dutch lay upon them, foine 
Dutch fliips are fent to lie before ihofe ports, and then declare 
that they are in war with this or that prince, or that city, and. 
thereupon inhibit all other nations to*have any .traffic or com- 
merce with them ; and, by this new reafon of ftate, they inhi- 
bited and reftr>T,incd the Englifh Ihips, under the command of 
the Earl of Maidborough, two years fince, to go to Porcatt, 
and to lake in a great cargafon of goods provided there by the 
Euft Indian Company here, and forced his Majefty’s ffiips to 
return empty home : and bcin^ exalted with this fuccefs in tha 
Eafl, they have piiblilhcd the fame declaration in the Weft 
Indies, a^id not only hindered the Englifh boats and other vef- 
fels from going on fhore to traffic with the natives,, but have 
very frankly fent to fome of the fadlories, rcquiiing them to 
remove from the places they are in, becaufe they are refolved 
they fhail not live fo near them: and, after mil this, to ftiew 
how good neighbours they would be at any diftance, they hired 
the King of Famine, at the price of a great fuin of money, 
arms, and ammunition, to furprize his Majefty’s fort at Cor- 
mantine, which he endeavoured to do, hy two ftroug aflaults ; 
but, being driven off with lofs, he conteffed, with furrow and 
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fhame for his own iniidelity, being in terms of friendi^ip with 
the Engliftj, that he had been corrupted by the Dutch* to that 
undertaking : hia Majcfty*s garrifon having had the good for- 
tune to furprize a good part of the arms, ammunition, and 
grenadocs, which the Dutch lent to the natives. When the 
King complained to them of this infan;ous and treacherous 
proceeding of their chief officers in thofe parts, of which he 
hath as full evidence as he can have that there are Englilh and 
Putch Ihips on that coaft, or that he hath a fort called Cor- 
mantine, they do alFure him, That his Majefty is milinform- 
ed, and defire him not to give any credit to it; for that they 
have r&eived letters from their commanders there, which men- 
tion no fuch thing, and which inform them, that the King of 
Famine had taken a particular exception to the Engliffi gover- 
nor;” taking no notice that the King hafl likewife charged 
them, that their fhips came at the fame time, and lay before 
the fort, kept feveral of^the Engliffi veflels and boats from' 
landing, and took the beats, and kept the men prifoners, till 
they found the enterprize had mifearried. 

To conclude: his Majefty ufed all the arguments he could 
fd decline thefe hoffilc preparations, and to betake themfelvcs 
'' to thofe ways for the prcfcrvatTon of the public peace as were 
prefcribed by the treaty ; afliiring tlieAi, that as he expefted 
reparation for the damages his fubjedts had fuftained, and fe- 
curity for the future againft the like exceffes fo he was as ready 
to give them all the faiisfadlion for any injuries done to them, 
which juftice could require. 

The anfwer they gave his Majefty to his cxpofiulalion for 
their fo fudden giving dircdlion for the provifion of fo many 
(hips of war, only upon his demanding juftice for injuries 
done, and damages fuliained, ought to be madq,Anow'n to you* 
They anfwerrd, ‘‘ It w^as eafy to judge ho\^much they were 
troubled and furprifed by the tricks and devices of thofe that 
forcltalled the Parliament of England, and had obliged them 
-by evil informations to carry fuch ffiarp complainrs againft 
them and their country to his Majefty ; and therefore it was 
not ftrange that, in the unquictnefs and difturbance which the 
^nimolity of the Parliament did give them, they had prepared 
extraordinary equipage, to be upon their guard.” ^ 

When the King found that his moderate way of prjji^eding 
was fo far front abating any of their preparation^mat it did 
but render them the more confident and exalted ^nd the Ani- 
baflador himfelf had told his Majefty, That they had given 
. inftruSions to the Admiral of their fleet, that was then going 
for Qujney, to take their fort near Cape de Verte by force, and 
to take any Englifti which hakd had a hand in doing them in- 

jury;’^ 



( 105 ) 

\ 

Jury jiis Majefly gave fpeedy direftions for the fettiug put 
thofe Ihips to fca, towards which he had before only made 
fome light preparations ; and declared that he would fend hi's 
coufin Prince Rupert, admiral of that fleet, to proied his fub- 
jefta upon the coaft of Guiney. This was no fooncr known 
and publiftied amongft them, than in truth their choler fomc- 
what leemed abated, though their preparations were not dimi- 
nilhed : and they then fent, ‘‘ That they had a wonderful defire 
to preferve the peace between the two nations, and to prevent 
the efFufion of .Chriftian blood, which would probably happen, 
if, in a conjiinfture of fo much jealonfy, two fiich fleets as 
v/erc now prepared for Guiney fhould meet in thofe feas 
and thereupon propofed, that the fleets on cither fide might be 
detained within harbours, and not fiiffered to put to fea ^ 
and that fomc expedients might be found out by treaty for each 
other’s fatisfa<5.tion, they having, at the fame lime when they 
made this plnniible overture, lent V'dcrs to their fleet in the 
Slreights, under the command of De Rii) rcr, to make all pof- 
fiblc hafle to Guiney, to execute^ all thofe inflnnSions which 
they had given to their fleet here, wl'ivh tlicy f emed to be 
contented, up'.'’i thofe motive^ of cli^iriiy, Ihould remain in 
their pori.s • and it is now about two n-onths fmee 1 )e Ruyter . 
left the Stieigliis upon that cxpeditir.u, lince which lime they 
have done all within their power to make their other fleets 
ready to convoy each other through the Cham. el, and w’hich, 
by the blcHing of God, in the crofs winds, they have* been 
hitherto reftrained fro.n doing; and now his Majeily is very 
willing they Ihoulcl attempt it. 

It is a very unpleafant circumftanc^ to his Majifty, in thefo 
proceedings, to And that it hath been in the power of rhe 
Dutch VVett b'^dian Company to involve their own ard this 
country in a war,^ w'ithout the confent or privily of the States 
General, whofe alone fccurity his Majefty hath lor the prefer- 
vation of tl;c p-.acc between the two natioiu'. And his Ma- 
jefty is well alfured, that the. States General have given no 
order for this expedition of Do V.uytcr, though their fubjeSs 
in general are like to he furferers in the tvar thus made by 
them ; for it cannot be imagined but ihar his Majcfty will take 
all the ways he can, that he may have vh. ere withal in his 
hands faiisfy his good fubjefts for the damagc-s he expefls 
to hear, af^er this denunciation of a war, they have .fuftained 
by De Ruyter on the coaft of Guiney and other places ; and 
another damage and indignity which, there is too much caufe> 
to fear, we lhall (hortly hear of concerning Polaroone ; fpt 
though his Majcfty cannot exprefsly fay that the delivery of It 
Vp is denied tq that ih^p w'hiclf is gone to receive it, yet, ^ 
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the carriage of the governor of Batavia to that fhip and thf 
officers thereof in its pallagc to Polaroone, and upon the diC- 
courfe ot that fubjeft, there is too great a prefumption that it 
i$ not yet delivered up, and in truth that the Ea(l India Com- 
pany in Hollarid never intended that it fliould be. ^ 

The States General having Jikewife begun, without colour 
of right, by an embargo of fhips bound for this kingdom, and 
driven into their poris by the toiilncfs of the weather, as par- 
ticularly a Swediih Ihip laden with malts and cordage boujid 
for London upon the account of fcveral Englitli merchants 
here. 

This being the true ftate of what hath palTcd in this affair ; 
and his Majefty having been, by thefe turious proceedings, 
and, in truth, dvminciaUoa of a war againlt him, forced to put 
himfelf into the pc^flure he is nowin, for^lhe defence of his 
fubjecis, at fo valt an expenfe,. doth not in the Icafl degree 
doubt but that his two Houles of Parliament will clicerfully 
enable him to profecuU: fiic war with the faine vigour he hath 
prepared for it, by giving him fupplics proportionable to the 
charge thereof. • 

C. R. 


Speech by the Speaker of the Hoife of Commons y February 9, 1665* 

May it pleafe your moil: Excellent Majefty, 

lall (ellion of this Parliament, the Lords and Com- 
— nions did humbly re^refent unto your Majcily die many 
wrongs and indignities <hat were done to your Majelty, and 
the many injuries done to your merchants, by the fiibjecls o-f 
the United Provinces \ and did moil humbly bc^-ccii your Ma- 
jefty, that fome effeclual courfc might be^tiiken for redrefs 
thereof. 

Your Majefty, at the opening of this feftion, was gracioufly 
pleafed to acquaint your two Houfes, That, in purfuance of 
their defires, you had, by your agent, required fatisfailion ; 
but that way proved ineffeftual, and many freih provocations 
were offered, whereby your Majefty was ncccftitatcd to a war- 
like preparation ; by the fpeedy difpatch whereof, you had 
let your neighbours fee, that you could defend yourfelf and 
your fubjeQs againft their infoicnee, upon the ft<^ of your 
.own predit, before your Parliament came together. 

And now, Sir, give me leave to'^fay, your neighbours may 
fee how a great King is made greater by his Parliament. Your 
loyal Commons, after theyfconvened, did not fuffer full four 
and twenty hours to pafs, ^before they moft cheerfully gave 

your 
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your A^ajefty more than four and twenty hundred thoufanA 
pounds. 

Hiftorians tell us, that in Bifcay, a figniory of Spain, when 
the King entereth into the frontiers of the country, the Lords 
and. Cjcntlemen there dwelling proffer him fome few braft 
pieces, called Maravedis, in a leathern bag hanged at the end 
of a lance ^ but withal they tell lym, that he inuft not take 
them. 

Great Sir, 

Your Lords and Commons will not only yield obedience to 
you with their bodies, but with their pnrfes alfo : in token 
whereof, 1 do, in the name of all the Commons of England, 
prefent unto your Majclfy this bill, whereby we have given 
unto your Majedy a royal aid of four and twenty hundred 
feventy-feven thoufand and five hundred pounds, to be paid in 
three years, by twelve quarterly payments, to begin from the 
five and twentieth of December lalt, And w’e do humbljf 
hcfcech your Majcfty to accept it, as a pregnant demonfiration 
of our mod unfeigned duty and tllankfulncfs to your Majefty. 


After this, his Majefty made a Ihort fpeech, to the eSeft 
following : 

Mr. Speaker, and you Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, 

"^OU have given me a very noble prefent, worthy of yQ}iJ> 
fclves, and w'orthy of tlie vote y9u palled on the 22d of 
April lad ; for wdiich I thank you as much as is poffible for 
me to do. J hope that your liberality herein will appear to be 
good hufbandry. • And I afliire you that the monies (hall be 
employed as you yourfelves would wifh. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I perceive by the bill, thift you have put an engagement 
upon yourfelves to be fuddenly in the country ; and therefore 
J licGrc you to haften your councils, that fo I may put an end 
to this feffion as foon as is poffible, 

I have no more to add, but again to give you, my hearty 
thanks. 
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Speech hy the Speaker cf the Heuje of Commons^ Afar eh 2, l66^. 

May it pleafe your ifloft Excellent Majefty, 

knights, citizens, and-burgefTes of the Cor nrions Iloufc 
of Parliament, having in the beginning of thi? feilion ap- 
plied themfelvcs to the aiding your Majefty in your naval pre- 
parations, have of late conlidcred of fome bills that may be 
moft grateful to the people, either in redreliing things that are 
grievous to them, or in adtancing their trade and commerce, 
■which are the foi.l and life of the nation. 

Evil manners produce good laws; but ihelicft laws in time 
may grow obfolcrc : and Inch is the wicked nature of man, 
that when he cannot hy torcc break througji a law, he will by 
fraud and tricks endeavour to ev::de it. 

I may with great truth affirm, the common law of England 
is the bed municipal law jn the world ; and yet, if the Icgifla- 
'tive power were not reSdy to countermine the works, and make 
lip the breaches that are daily made upon it, the fons of Ze- 
Xuiah would be too firong for us. 

We have now prefented your Majefty with fcvcral bills for 
‘ the regulation of the law, which v/ill ferve to prune foinc 
exuberant branches, and to pull away the ivy that robbed this 
free of her jull nourifhmcnt ; and if your Majelly now be 
pleafed gracioufly to Ihinc upon her, fhewill yield her fruit in 
great abundance, to the content of your Mujcfly and all your 
pe^Ie. 

• “CvrAnographers do agree, that this ifland is incomparably 
furnlfticd with pleafant^rivcrs, like veins in the natural body, 

. which convey tlie blood into all the parts, whereby the whole 
is nouri filed, and made ufeful; but the poet /ells us, he adls 
beft, qui vufcmt utile dulci : therefore wc ITavc prepared fome 
bills for making fmall rivers navigable : a thing that in other 
countries hath been more experienced, and hath been found 
very advantageous ; it eafeth thf people of tlie great charge of 
land carriages ; preferves the highways, which are dally w’orn 
jout with waggons carrying cxccflive burdens ; it breeds up a 
nurfery of watermen, which, upon occalion, wdll prove good 
feanren ; and with much facility maintain inicrcourfe and ^ 
communion between cities and countries. 

We have bee*n much affefted with the cries and wants of the 
poor this hard feafon, efpecially thofe about this town, who 
are ready to ftarve for w ant of fuel, the price of coals being 
fo unrcafonably enhanced by the extorting engroflers. We 
have, therefore, for their brefent and future cafe, prepared a 
jjill, authorizing the Lord Nfayor and the Cgurt of AWermen 

iu 
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in the Cjty of Lo|i(lon, and three juftices of peace lathe coun-^ 
try, whereof one 'to be of the quorum, from time to time, to 
fet the prices of coals, having regard to the price paid to the 
importer, and other emergent charges. 

And now, great Sir, having hniihcd our prefent councils, 
we hope your Majefly will give us leave to return for a time 
into our countries, where, in our feveral fphercs, wc fhall be 
ready to ferve you with our ptrfons and our piirfes, and alfo 
with our prayers to the great God of Hofts, that he will be 
pleafed to rtrengthen your hands in the day of battle, and make 
your Majelly viftorious over all your enemies both at home 
and abroad. 


After this, his Majefty made a fliort fpeccK ; the effeSi of 
which was : 

TJ E told the Lords and Commons,' he had very little to fay 
more than again to renew his thanks to them for the pre- 
fent they made him when he met Uiem lafl here. 

He defired the Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, that, 
when they are returned into tlieir countries, they would take 
care for the equal rating the taxes laid upon the people. 

His Majefty told the Commons, he had been at feme charge 
himfelf, that no counties might be over-rated ; and he per- 
fuaded himfelf, that if the members of tlie Houfe of Com- 
mons and the reit of the commiilioncrs, will take care that it 
might be equally taxed in the feveral counties, it will J hff ^ b e 
more readily and cheerfully paid in. -And his Majefty defired 
thofe that were lieutenants and deputy lieutenants, that they 
would take care ttyjrefcrve the peace of the kingdom ; for, 
his Majefty did kfurie them, the republican party have fttll 
their councils on foot, and are yet in hopes to make fome ad- 
vantages to themfelves, upon the fcorc of the prefent war. 
But his Majefty did not doubt but, by God’s blefting upon his 
and their endeavours, their expectations would be fruftrated. 

His Majefty faid, his intentions were, that the Houfbs 
(hould not meet here again till this time twelve months. But, 
left there ftiould be any occaficn of his needing their aftiftance 
fooner, he did intend the prorogation (hall be only till Juna 
next ; before which, he (hould, by a timely proclamation, give 
notice of the next meeting, if it hold not at that timer And 
fo he lef t the reft to the Lord Privy Se^l. * 


Then 
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Then the Lord Privy Seal fpoke to this efFcS t 

My Lords, and Mr. Speaker, and you Gentlemen of tfi# 
Houfe of Commons, 

TT is his Majefty’s pleafure that this Parliament bo prorogued 
• to the one and twentieth day of June next. And accordingly 
this Parliament is prorogued to the one and twentieth day of 
June next. 

Ills Afajefty^s moft gracious Speech, OHoher ir, i 665 > 

My Lords and GentL nicn, 

T AM confident you all believe, that if it had not been abfo- 
lutely neceifary to confult with yon, I w'ould not have called 
you together at this time, when the conta^on hath fo fpread 
itfelf over fo many parts qf the kingdom. 1 take it for a good 
omen, to fee fo good ati appearance this day ; and I doubt not 
cifcry day will add to your i^iimber. And I give you all my 
tlt^nks, for your compliance fo far with my dcfires. 

‘The truth is, as I entered ugon this war by your advice and 
encouragement, fo I do dcfire that yon ^ay as frequently as is 
poflihic receive information of the condiid and effefls of it ; 
and that I may have the continuance of your cheerful fupply 
for the carrying it on. I wdll not deny to you, that it hath 
proved more chargeable than I could imagine it would have 
been. The addition they ftill made to their fleets, beyond 
purpofe, made it unavoidably nccelVary for me to 
make proportionable prf^)arations, which God hath hitherto 
bleifcd with fiicccfs in all encounters. And as the enemy have 
nfed their utmofl endeavours, by calumnlfvs anti falfe fuggef- 
tions, to r.'.ake themfclvcs friends, and \o perfuade others to 
aflift them againfl: us, fo 1 have not been weanling to encourage 
thofe princes who I;avc been wronged by the Dutch, to recover 
theit* own by force ; and, in ord^r thereunto, have aflifted the 
Bifhop of Munfler with a very great fiun of ready money, and 
am to continue a fupply to him, who is now in the bowels of 
their country w^ith a powerfid army, Thefj ilVues, which I 
may tell you have been made with very good condudl and huf- 
bandry (nor indeed do 1 know that any thing hath been fpent 
that could have been well and fafely faved) ; I fay, this cx- 
jpenfe will not fufier you to wonder, that the great fupply 
which you gave me for ahis war in fo bountiful a proportion 
is upon the matter already fpent, fo that I mufl; not only expc£t 
an afliftance from you to cairy on this war, but fiich an allill- 
^hce ^ may enable me to dejetid myfelf and you againft a more 

powerful 
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powerful neighbour, if he (ball prefer the fricndfliip of the 
Dutch before mine. 

I told you, when I entered upon this war, that I had not 
fiich a brutal appetite as to make war for war’s fake. ^ I am 
ftiil of the fame mind ; I have been ready to receive any pro- 
pofitions that France hath thought fit to offer to that end ; but 
hitherto nothing hath been offered w'orthy my acceptance : nor 
is the Dutch Icfs infolent ; though I know no advantage they 
have but the continuance of the contagion. God Almighty, 
1 hope, will fliortly deprive them of that encouragement. 

The Chancellor will inform you of all the particulars. 


The Lord Chancellor's Speech^ 

My Lords, and you the Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles, 
of the Houfe of Commons, 

King is not content, you fee^ to leave you to your- 
felvcs, to make a ftate of the war, and the fuccefs that 
hath attended it, by your own obfervation and the general com- 
munication of all th.at hath fallen out, which in truth hath left 
few men ignorant of any thing, who have had any curiofity 
to inform thcmfelves ;''but takes care that you be informed by 
himfelf, that you may know all that he knows, that fo you 
may be able to give him your counfel upon the cleared evi- 
dence. 

In order to this, it will not, I hope, be unreafonable or 
ungrateful to you, to refrcfli your memory, by looking-fe«se 
years backwards, even to the time of'-his Majedy’s happy re- 
duration, that we may lake the better profpeft of the podure 
we are now in, and how we have come into it. What in- 
clinations his Majellj brought home with him to live in amity 
with his neighbours of Holland, though he had received in- 
dignities enough from them, and in truth had been little lefs pro- 
feribed there than he had been in England, needs no other 
jnanifedation, than that he chofe that place to embrrrk himfelf 
in, when he was preffed by the two neighbour king 5 , from 
whom he had received mote civilities, to have made ufe of 
their ports. 

It cannot he denied but that his deception in Holland was 
with great civility and ludre, and a fufficietit evidence that 
they had a full fciife of the liigh honour his Majefty had vouch- 
difed to them, and the departure from thence was with equal 
and mutual fatirfadlion in each other; which made many men 
the more wonder, that, albeit the ambaffadors who were to fol- 
low had been nominated bcfoie ilirKing left the Hague, 'there 
I was 
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. Was vfo long an interval before their arrival hete, that the two 
neighhonr kings and many other prinens had finifhed their 
emballies of congratulations, before we had heard any more 
from the United Provinces. 

You all n member how long it wjfs before the armies were 
difbanded, and the fleets paid off, during which time his Ma- 
jelly lived upon his crccii:, and eafily contradlcd a great debt, 
for the me -e ii-pport of himfelt and his houlhold, which was 
not fo enl ly nlvl^.^rged afterwards. There was one thing 
that exc^^edingly fiirprifed him, wlien he found (which will be 
incredible to poftcrityj that a triumphant nation, that had 
made itfelf terrible to Chriftendom, by having fought more 
battles than all the neighbour kingdoms and ftates together 
had ever done in fo few years, and fccmed to be in a pofture 
ready to fight them over again, that had fo long reigned over the 
ocean in formidable fleets, fhould, at the time of his Ma- 
jefty’s happy return, as if on the fudden all tlicir arms had 
been turned into plough-lflarcs, and their fwords into priming- 
hooks, not have in all the magazines, in all the ftores, arms 
enough to be put into the* hands of five thou fund men, nor 
proviiion enough to fet out ten new fhips to fca ; which liis 
Majefty did uot defirc IhoulcTbc known to his bell neigh- 
bours, how little foever he fufpecfed fheir affedions, nor did 
indeed fo much as make it known to his Parliament ; but made 
it his firft care, without the leall noife, and with all ima- 
ginable fliifts, to provide for the full fiipply of thofe impor- 
tant magazines and Itores, which have been ever fince re- 
plwitficd as they ought to be. 

He had not the Icail icnagination, that any of his neighbours 
would wantonly affecl to interrupt the happy calm that he and 
themfelves enjoyed ; and therefore refolved^to retrench the vail 
expenfe of the navy, under which he fri^Thu^the nation even to 
groan, and out of that good hufbandry to provide for more 
neceffary dilburfements. Yet, that the world might not think 
that he had abandoned the ocean, and that the memory of the 
glorious adions the Englilh had fo lately performed upon it 
might not vanilTi in an inflant, after he had provided fuch a 
guard as the narrow feas never ought to be without, in the 
fpring he fent a ftrong fleet againfl the pirates of Algiers and 
Tripoli (who had grown, to that ftrength and boldnefs that 
they interrupted the whole trade of Chriftendom) as the only 
enemies he would chljfe to have. 

It was a defign of .great glory and equal expenfe, crowned 
in the end by God Almighty with the fuccefs we could wilh, 
and with an entire fubmiffK|i to the Engiifti flag, and as great 
fcGurity to ail, his Majefty \lubje£ls in their trade as the en- 
; * gagement 
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giagement and honour of infidels can give; and this 
tnent ratified with all formality (the like v. hcxc^A had neve/ 
been before! by the grdat l urk. 

Hereupon the King again renewed his w fi'lutioi for ;i fur- 
ther retrenchment of his naval expenfe, ^ ; lo the iclfcning 

the guard in ihe narrow fcas, liis mcr' h v- . in all placxs re- 
ceiving lefs interruption in their trade tsian they had in any 
former lime undergone, until he received intelhgcnce from the 
Straits, that the faithlefs people ot Algiers, who had fo 
lately fnbmitied to him, had commiiied ncv^ iiifolencies 
upon fomc of his fnbjcfts, or rather upon foreign perfons 
taken by his fubjc^ls into tlieir prntetSfiohe, and which the 
Turks pretended the) migiil do without violation of the treaty. 
But his Majcfty, rcfolving to admit none ot thofe elucidations^ 
loft no time in fending a new ftron.g fleet into the Mediterra- 
nean fea, to chaftife thofe perfidious pirates ; and after a 
chargeable war made upon them for near or full twelve 
months, and after having taken feverai of their (hips from 
them, and upon the matter blocking them up in their harbours, 
he received a fecond fnbmiftion from them, with better* and 
more advantageous conditions ihan the former. 

I muft not omit one circumftance, that about this time the 
Dutch, who received mVeh more prejudice and damage from 
the Turks than tlic Englifh had done, befonght his iVTajefty, 
that he would once more fend a fleet into thofe fcas againft 
thofe pirates, and that it might upon all occafions join with, 
one they were likcwdfc ready to fend out to the fame Chriftian 
end, and for the extirpation of thofe fea robbers \ and wl^hin^ 
a very ftiort time after the Englifh fle«t was gone, they like-* 
wife fent De Ruyter with a gbod fleet thither, which was fo 
far from any conjunftion wdth us, that when our fhijps chaced 
any Algier men nt^r \^cm, they never offered to obftrjift 
their flight, but qutcklyv made it manifeft tha.t they rather 
brought money with theth to buy a dlflionourablb and difad- 
vantageous (>eace, than to make, a war upon them. ' 

Matters Handing thus, the Kingjs fleet bfeirig gbne into the 
Straits againft the Turkifh pirates, and there remaining few 
(hips , in the narrow fcas, we began every flay to hear of de- 
predations by the Dutch upon our merchants in all parts. 
Inftead of delivering up, the ifland of Polfcroone in the Eaft‘ 
Indies, as by the treaty they ought to have dbriei* they by .fheiir 
naval power in thofe parts; hindered c/ur iWps frbm tAiftg iri 
their lading of fuch merchandlfe as fhe faftors fi^d providedjSpd 
made ready for their freight, upon ^etence th^ thofe pbrts wfreft 
the mcrchandife was ready to be emlytrked Wfefe in the domini- 
ons of fomc princes who they had declared to be their enedijes^ 
VoL.I. I ^ and 
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!and fo they would not fiifFer any traffic to be maintained with 
them ; and they publilhed the like declaration, and challenged 
the fame fovereignty, in Africa, and •by virtue thereof would 
not fufflr our (hips to trade upon that coaft, where we had a 
trade long before the Dutch had any footing in ihofe parts. 

Thefc infolercics made that r.oife in the world, that the 
Englilh merchants felt the eileiFls of it in all places, till it 
reached the cars of the Parliament, which in xApril was 
twelve months pief^nted the fame to his Majedy, and befought 
him that he would take feme fpeedy and cffcdual con rfe for 
the redrefs of thofe wiongs, diOionours, and indignities, which 
were the greattli obftrinStions of our trade ; and declared, that 
in the profccution tlicreof, they would wdth their lives and 
fortunes alliif his Majefty agaiull all oppolition whatfoever. 

My Lord’s and Gentlemen, 

You very v\ell remember, that though his Majcfly w^as very 
well pleafcd with thj ^rcat zeal you Ihewcd for the advance- 
ment of trade, he was far from refolving to make a war upon 
the warmth of that declawation ; but told you, that he wpuld 
txamine and perufe the particular complaints which had been 
reprefented to his Parliament, and w'ould thereupon demand 
julHce «'md reparation from the Stales General ; w hich demand 
he appointed his miniftcr reliding there to make in a (hori 
time alter. What effeft that candid way of proceeding found, 
is enough known to the world : inftcad of other application, 
thc^ declared thcmfclvcs wonderfully offended with the decla- 
ration of the Parliament, with many infolent cxprcfTions, 
fuifalJlc to the manners of a commonwealth. I'hey gave 
prefent order for equipping a very great fleet, and the railing 
many land foldiers, making greater preparations for war than 
they had done in many years before. ^Tbcy had a complaint 
to his Majefty, that a captain of o;ic of the ftiips w hich his 
Majefty had lent to the royal company had, in his voyage 
thither, taken a fort belonging to them, near Cape Verie, 
for which they demanded fatisfa£lion. The King affured 
them, that he had not the leaft commiflion or authority from 
him for fo doing ; that he expe£fed him home very fpccdily, and 
then he (hould be fiire to undergo that piinilhmcnt which the 
nature of his offence required, when the matter fhould be 
examined ; an{} they (hould be fure to receive full reparation. 
This fatisfied them not ; but, in a great fury, they rcfolved 
to fend forth a ftrong fleet to Guinea, and granted a commiflion 
(which they took care to publilh) to the commander in chief, 
to make war upoh the Engliih in thofe parts, and to do them 
alLthc mifebief they could^ 


The 
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The Jving found himfcif now obliged, in what ft/aiglit 
foever, to provide for the prote£tion of his fiibjefts in 
parts, and for the fiipport of that trade, which, I doubt, is 
not ciioiigli taken to heart, and the value thereof not enough 
underJlooJ ; and, in order thereunto, with great fpecd, caufed 

ihet to be made n. idy for that expedition, under the com- 
iru4;i.i of his Ifi.diijcf Ihince Rupert, who was under fail for 
the when his Majc'iy found it neceifary to flop the 

P'ljii: hiriiCT profecution of it, upoi- good iotciligera c diat 

' I- f >m< ii lj,.d ipp.'h.f 'd their aduiiral, w ithalleet ot hfty 
f^il t( enrw'.y ’die oli.er du t defigned ^or Guinea through the 
Clia;.''*. i.. :,i conic ol bis Mjicfty. wdio had a very fmall 
fleet in lea s; and that Dc Ruyter was likcv^ ife f( rt out of 
the Straighis, tnun profcciitiog; the I'urks. to make war upon 
the Englilh in Guinea, when :d the fame time they had ear- 
ncrtly picHi.-d the King, upon many proGH ^ais of defire to 
prevent a war, that Piincr Rup P ,) i b- <l..y in harbour, 

as theirs fhould do, till m* an. ' h tonod f<;r an 

accommodation of all difU.'-.ices ^ and, in Ciuih, ihis very 
diflicult ifratagem, of pretending one thing and intending 
another, of promifing with all folemnPy and never refolving 
to perform, of fwcaring^this day not to do a thing, when they 
had ferved their turn by having done it yefterday, that nobody 
could know, is the higheft pinnacle of their wifdom of ftate, 
by which they govern their aflairr, and dtUidc their neigh- 
bours. 

TJie winds were not favourable to this triuii'phjiriif deflgn. 
And now the King found the value of the vote and dec‘a?a-i’ 
tiori of his Parliament ; it was a rich atid a mafly vote, which 
in a fhort time he coined into two hundred thoufand pounds 
ready money, in th^ chamber of the city of London, with 
which he gave ordef/ forthwith to make ready more Ihips; and 
the Duke going himfcl\to the fleet, by his indefatigable in- 
duflry, with incredible ej^edition, added fo many good (hips 
to thofe under the com|iTand of Prince Rupert, that in No- 
vember he put himfelf on board the fleet, rcfolving to flop the 
Dutch, if the wind gave them leave to purfue their former re- 
folution, which, from the time the Duke was known to be at 
Tea, they fairly declined, and Were content rather to be fafe 
in their owui barbouifs, than to look to the fecurity of their" 
merchants. It was fhigh time now to feize upon many of 
their (hips as came in our way, to fatisfy the damages we had 
reafon to believe we (hould fuflain from De Ruyter's expe- 
dition into Guinea with the commilfion mentioned before} 
but there w'as not the lading of ony (hip fold, or difpofed of, 
till his Majefty received full inforim.tion of De Ruyter’s having 
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b^un the war iip<;n the coaft of Africa, by feizing upon our 
taking our forts, and committing all the aSs of hoftility 
which his new commilTion direfted him unto ; his Majefty like- 
wife at the fame time receiving new advcriifemcnt of their 
refufal to deliver up the ifland of Polcroone to him, which they 
were bound to by their treaty. And will you not wonder, 
after all thi<, at the conridenc< of thefe men ; and more, that 
any neighbour prince llioLild have that conHdence in them, as 
to declare, that the King our inailLr is the aggrcHbr, that he 
firft began the war r 

From this time the war began to be more in earncfl, and to 
be carried on at sr^oihcT expenfe. Though his Royal Highnefs 
ventured himfclf in November, in a fleet coniiiling of little 
more tha-U fifty (hips, to flop the Dutch from palling through 
the Chaimel, y^t, in April (which was within few days after 
youf prorogation at the end f)f your laft ftflion) he w^ent again 
to fea, with a ivuch l\ winger fleet, and more proportionate 
to the great prt paraiions the enemy had made ; and even after 
he was gor.c to R-a, iipon^ great additions of llrength every 
day made by the Dutch, more good fliips wxrc fent to rein- 
force the fleet ; infomuch as, ^ipoii that glorious third of June, 
when they had the courage to vilit our coalls, after the Duke 
had in vain called upon them at their own doors, and took 
many of their n.erchunts flups in their fight, the Englifli fleet 
confifted of very few lefs than one hundred fail* The aflion 
and bleiflng of that day have been celebrated in all the churches 
in England, and in the hearty devotions of all true Englifli- 
and therefore I fhall fay no more of it here, fave only, 
thatwhethet the puhlicfjoy then, even upon the folemn thankf- 
giving-day, was fuperior to the iiniverfal conflernaiion that 
fpread itfelf over the nation before, I arsycal to the breafts of 
all here prcTcnt, We, who had thj^ Tionour to be near the 
King at that time, obferved him to be in that agony that can- 
not be cxprelTed, an agony hiinfelf could not have long eu- 
diired, even w'hen, by all the, intelMgence he received hourly 
from the coafl, he had rcafon to afliire himfelf of the viftory. 
fn that great action, we funk, burned, and t<iok, eighteen 
good fliips of war, wdtereof half were the bell they had, with 
the lofs of one Angle fmall fliip of ours, but of many noble 
and gallant perfons, of too much valut to be ventured (if 
there had not* been a greater venture) a^infl fuch trafh, and 
whofe memories ought ever to be prefervPi, and extolled, and 
made prcciwrs to polterity. No diligence was omitted, but all 
imaginable exp.edifion ufed, in refrefliing, repairing, and fet- 
ting out the fleet again ; iji order to which, the King himfelf 
la^ade a journey tliiiher, ai\d ftaid till he fa>y all ready and fi.t 
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to fail but then, no intreaty, no importunity, could prevail 
with him to venture his brother again, though his family and 
all preparations for the voyage were ftill on board. His Ma- 
jefty too well remembered, and ftill fel^ the irnpreftions he 
had undergone the third of June; and having got his brother 
into his arms again, he would not return without him, com- 
mitting the charge of the fleet to the Earl of Sandwich^ who 
had adted fo good a part in it. 

Within few days after, the beginning of July, the Earl of 
Sandwich went again to the coaft of Holland, with a fleet in 
no degree inferior with the former, and rode before the 
Texel, to invite the Dutch to a new engagement, they having 
ufed all the arts at homo to conceal the lofs and di (honour 
they had undergone, and pretended to be very ready and feli- 
citous for another battle, when there \vas no appearance of 
their purpofe to come out : and, upon furc intelligence that 
the Eaft India fleet Avas coming about by the north, he received 
orders to go for Norway, upon futh, encouragement as was 
not made good ; fo that he was difappointed of the expedla- 
tion lie had very rcafonably carrkjcl with him thither, and at 
a feafon when that climate gives little encouragement to abidt 
in thofe fcas. I am not yet to*enlarge upxm that matter, tilt 
w'c hear a better accoui^t from feme of our friends ; however, 
though he could not meet with their whole licet as he endea- 
voured to do, yet he hath had the good fortune, in two en- 
counters, to take eight of their great (hips of war, two of 
their belt Eaft India fliips, and about twenty of their mef- 
chant fhips, all under tiic proteSion of their fleet, or ouglilt 
to have been ; and was then, by teiiy^cft, and other rcafons 
which no w ifdom of his could prevent, obliged to put into our 
own harbours. 

I do not mcntif.rr ‘1^ great number of prifoners. w’e liave 
taken, an army of priWers, who in truth do us more harm 
at land than ever they cfLI at fea ; and are a charge that never 
fell under our cltinij^c computation. I would not be un- 
derftood, that vve Iiad Entered upon ft Avar and never thought 
of prifoners, and .fick and wmunded men ; but that the prifon- 
ers and wounded ^en (hould bring upon us fo prodigious an 
expenfe, and of wliich we can yet fee no bottom, infomuch as 
in one place, I thinkXolcheftcr, that charge comes to twelve 
liundred pounds theyweek ; I fay, fuch an expgife never came 
into our Gompiitatiop. 

The King tells you, he hath enabled the Prince and Bifliop 
of Munfter lo demand juftice from thole who have fo noto* 
rioufly opprclfcd hiiA with fuch outrageous circumflances of 
infolence and fcorrt a? arc enough know^n to the world ; and he 
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hath demanded it bravely, in fuch an equipage as halh not been 
made for little money, in which he can lake as well as alk 
fatisfa£tion. 

After all this, fir^e there is a juftice due to the word ene- 
mies, we muft do them this right, that they do not at all 
feem weary of the war, they do not dilcover die lead inclina- 
tion to peace. 

• It is true, the French King hath offered his mediation ; 
and truly, if he intends no more than a mediation, it is an 
office very worthy the mod Chridian King. I wilh wi^h all 
my heart that (as a mediatorj he would make equal propofilions, 
or that he would not fo importunately prtfs Ids Majeliy to 
confent to thofe he makes, upon an indance and argument 
that he holds himfelf engaged by a former treaty (of which 
we never heard till fince the beginning of this w ar, and had 
fome reafon to have prefumed the c(»ntrary) to aililt the Dutch 
with men and money if his Majelty doth not confent. 

His Majedy tells you, that he hath not an appetite to make 
war for wear’s fake, but will be always ready to make fuch a 
peace as mav be for his honour and the inteicd of his fubjcdls; 
and, no doubt, it will be a great trouble anti grief to him, to 
find fo great a prince, towa^^rds whom he hath manifelUd fo 
^reat an affeftion, in conjuiidiou with^ bis enemies. Yet even 
the apprehenfion of fuch a w’ar will not terrify him to pur- 
chafe a peace by fuch couceflions as he would be afhamed to 
make you acquainted w'ith ; of w^hicli nature you will calily 
believe the propofitibns hitherto made to be, w hen you know 
that the releafe of Poleroone in the Ead Indies, and the dc- 
molilhing the fort of Cabo Corfo upon the coad of Guinea, 
are two, which W'ould he, upon the matter, to be content 
with a very vile trade in the Ead Indies, under their contioul, 
and with none in Guinea ; and yet tHi^are not propofilions 
iinreafonable enough to pleafe thc^' Dutch, who reproach 
France for interpoiing for peace, ii/.tcad of aflifling them in 
the war, boldly inliding upon the Jrivan'^age the contagion in 
London and fome other parts ot thc'uindom gives them ^ by 
which, they confidently fay, the King wdll* be no longer able 
to maintain a fleet againd them at fea, and aLif God Almighty 
had fent this heavy vifitation upon the kingdom on their be- 
half, and to expofc it to their malice andpnfolence. 

They load vs with fuch reproaches the civility of no 
other language will admit the relation. |The truth is, they 
have a dialcft of rudenefs fo peculiar to 'their language and 
their people, that it js high time for all Pings and princes 
oblige them to fome reforrpation, if they intend to hold cor- 

Ipondence or commerce with them. 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You fee in what pofturc wc ftand with reference, to our 
neighbours abroad, who arc o,ur declared '"enemies. Their 
malice and adlivity to make others declare thcmfelves fo too, 
the great preparations they make, and even declarations that 
they will have another battle, towards which they have in rea- 
dinefs an equal number of new, greater, and better fhlps than 
thofe they have loli, furnifh;;d iiith larger and greater artillery ; 
lb that, if they were to be manned with any other nation than 
their own, they might be worthy our apprelienfion. What 
preparations are to be made on our part, yon can beft judge. 

1 have fully obeyed the command that was laid upon me, in 
making you this plain, clear, true narrative of what hath 
paifed. 1 have no order to make reflediton upon it, nor any 
dcdudlion from it. The King liimfLli hath told you, that the 
noble unpara leled lupply ycj have already given him is upon 
the matter fpent ; fpent with all the animadverfions of good 
huihandry that the nature of the affair will bear. What is 
more to be done he leaves entirely fo your own jenerousnnder- 
Haiidingb ; being not more ailurcdof any thing that is to come 
in this world, than that the (ii-ne noble indignation for the ho- 
nour of the King and the nation, that firft provoked you to in- 
flame the King himfelf, will continue the fame pallion ftill 
boiling in youi loyal brcafls ; that all the world may fee, 
which they hoped never to have fecn, tliat never prince and 
people \>ere fo entirely united in their affcdlion.', ter their true, 
joint, infeparable honour, as the only lure, infallible expedi- 
ent to pielcrve their diftindf fcveral intgrcils. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

you a (hort view of your foreign 
gether unfeafonable that you take 
a little profped of ihofe^at home; thofe unquiet and rcftlefs 
fpirits in your ow^n^bo^ls, upon whofe infidelity, I doubt, 
your enemies abr^d Kave more dependence than upon their 
own fleets. I mim appeal to every one of your obfervations, 
w hether the cousAnances of thefe men have not appeared to 
you more credlcd, mire infoleiit, in all places, fincc the be- 
ginning of this wary than they were before. In w'hat readi- 
nefs they were, i^any misfortune had befalien the King's 
fleet, (which they prf>mifcd thcmfelves,) to have brought the 
calamity into your pelds and into your houfes, is notoriwiifly 
known. 

The horrid mdtderers of our late royal mafter have been 
received into the; moft fecrct counfels in Holland ; and othet 
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infamous proftitutcd perfons of our nation arc admitted to a 
lhare in the conduft of th 9 ir affairs, and maintain their cor- 
re.fpondcnce hexe,, upon liberal allowances and pcnlions. Too 
njiahv. of his Majeffy’s fubjeds, who were lent by this crown 
to affift and defend this ungrateful llaie againll their enemies, 
have been mifeiably w'rought upon, for the keeping a vile 
mean fubtillence, rather than livelihood, to renounce their alle- 
giance, and becouie enemies to their native country ; fome of 
\yhoai have wantonly put themfelves on board the enemy’s 
fleet, without command or office, purely out of appetite and 
delight to rebel againft their King, and to worry their country. 
It is great pity thefe men Ihoiild not be taught, by fome exem- 
plary brand, that their allegiance is not circumferibed wiihin 
tife four feas ; but that they have obligations upon them of 
chiiy and Joyaliy towards the King, in what part fotver of the 
lyorld they ffiall inhabit. 

Their friends at home, impatient of long delays for the 
f4cceires they had proof ifed themfelves, and for the fiiccours 
■which others had promifed to fend to them, made do doubt of 
doing the bufinefs themfelves, if they could appoint but a 
licky day to begin the work ^ and you had heard of them in 
all places upon the third of the'^laft month (their fo much cele- 
brated third of September.) if the great vigilance and indefa- 
tigable indufery of the good general, who is always ad^ivc for 
the King’s fafety and the peace of the kingdom, had not two 
days before apprehended the fedltioiis leaders, and given adver- 
tifemeius for the feciiring others in molt parts of the king- 
dom ; by the confejfions of many of whom, their wicked de- 
sign is enough manifefttrd, and ready forjuftice; yet fome of 
the principal perfons are not yet taken, and fome others got 
themfelves refeued after tliey were apprehended. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, / 

Let it not, Ibefeech you, be faid /f us, w'hat w'as hereto- 
fore faid of the fenate of Rome, wdvVt thVf were profperous 
enough, and when they had obtainedSgr^er viftories over 
their enemies abroad than we have done, Esfcllentibus Ingeniis 
chius dejuit ars^ qua civem regant^ quam qua hfjkm perdanU Let 
not thpfe fcorpions be kept w'arm in ourpofoms till they fling 
ns to death ; let not thofe who hate the gotprnment, would de- 
flroy the govern#ncnt, be fheliercd under tJ^ lhadow and pro- 
te&ion of the government. 

It is pofliblp, and God knows, it is but toffible, that. fome 
men, who are not friends to this or that p»t of the govern- 
iuent, (for you are not to believe that theV always difeover 
wliat in truth tfiey ajc moll angry with,) whq would not buy 
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thofe aUerations they moil defire at the price of a civil war, 
they would bring it fairly about, wait for a godly Parliament, 
and do all by their confent : yet thofe perfons muft not take it 
ill that we cannot defire they ftiould ever have it in their power 
to bring thofe alterations to pafs, by thefe means they now 
feem to abhor; and I do heartily wifli, I am fure they will 
not be the worfe men nor the worfe fiibjeds for it, that they 
would a little refleft upon w’hat is paft, remember how much 
they have outdone, more than they intended to have done ; 
nay, what they heartily abhorred the thought of doing ; and 
they will then find, the only way to preferve themfelves inno- 
cent is to keep their minds from being vitiated by the firft im- 
preflions, by jealoufies, niurmurings, and repiiiings, and abovf 
all, by their converfations with thofe men, or indulgence to- 
wards them, who would facrifice the peace of the kingdom 
their own ambition, pride, and even to their humour. 

If you carefully provide for the fupjrelling your enemies at 
home, which will put you to little othe^ expenfe that) of cou- 
rage, conftancy, and circumfpeftion, you will find your. ene- 
mies abroad lefs exalted, and in a iliort time more inclined to 
live in amity with you than to make war upon you, efpecially 
when they fee you do in bcllo pads ^crere negotium ; and that 
you take the carrying on the war to heart, as the beft and the 
only expedient to produce a happy and an honeft peace. 


Speech by the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons^ 0 ^. 31-, 1665. 

May it pleafe yonr mod Excellent Mtqedy, 

knights, citizens, and burgellcs of the Coinmotas 
Houfe of Parliament, in obedience 10 your Majefty’s writ 
of adjournment, came e|iecrfully to this city ot Oxlord, to re- 
ceive your royal commands. And when your Majetty was 
pleafed to fpeak to t^cm,;and acquaint them with your greaj 
expenfes this fumm/jr, ^nd the continuing inlolencies ot the 
Dutch, they were fo inflamed with an atfeflion and zeal for 
your Majefty’s fervj|aj/rhat they could not fufFer the lead punflo 
of time to pafs, b'^rJ they had made a return fuitable to their 
engagements, that th(w would aflid your Majedy with their 
live and fortunes, ag^nd the Dutch, or any others that Ihould / 
jilfilt them in oppofitjTon of your Majcfty : 

7 tbi noSf tibi mfira fuppellex^ 
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The Englifhman ufcth to fpeak as he writes, and thc^Engliffi 
Parliament to fpeak as they think. No feciiriiy upon earth 
can be greater than the engagement of your two Hoiifes 
of Parliament. • Sed qrdd verba audianty dum vidcam 

As a demonftration of their fidelity, I am commanded to pre- 
ftm unto your Majefty this bill, whereby they have given you, 
for a prefent fuppiy, twelve hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, 
to be levied in two year?, to begin from Chriftmas next, by 
cjuarterly p.iyments, added to the former royal aid. 

And, to the end your Majerty’s occalions may be fupplied 
with ready money before this additional aid can be raifed, we 
have by this bill prepared aii undoubted fccinlty for all fuch 
perfons as ihall bring their money into the public bank of your 
exchequer : as tlie rivers do naturally empty thcmfelvc^ into the 
fea> fo \vc hope the veins of gold and filvcr in this nation will 
plentifully run into this ocean, for the niainlcuance ol your 
Majefiy’sjull fovercigniy on the fcas. 

Great Sir, 

When firft we b. fought yVnir Majeflv to concdl the infolen- 
e’ies, and to repair your fubjecls aguinll the rapines of the 
Dutch, we did reafonably fu^^pofe, that the julticc of your 
Majelty’s demands would at lealthavc liad a fair and ingenuous 
reception : but the Dutch rcfolvcd, with Machiavtl, to keep 
by force w’hat they hail got by wrong, and to return thcii an- 
fwer by the thundering voice ot their cannon. The great 
God of Hofts, to whom vengeance belongs, hath einincMUly 
appeared in your Majefty ’s (|iurrcl, and fltarply rebuked the 
infolencc of that proini people, whufe heart is hardened even 
to deft riidl ion. 

It is true, our fins do cry aloud, as w ell as theirs \ but God 
is plcafcd ill mercy to correct us himfdf, Vhilft by our hands 
he doth punifti them, and make thetw fly before us. I hope 
this mercy will invite us to a nation^ repentance : and if God 
be with us, w'ho then can be againft \s ? s 

We cannot but take notice of the ftsfdiiL defedlion of fome 
Englifti fugitives, w ho have traitcrouily J'v^inAl with the Dutch, 
both in their councils and actions, agaln!Plvfj;5>ur Majefty and 
this their native country. We therefore ^haVe prepared a bill, 
whereby they arc enjoined to return by a.da)^ and anfwcr the 
law ; or elfe they Ihall be .attainted, and otifubjedh to the pains 
and penalties of condemned traitors. 

It hath been an old obfervation, Thaf fcandaloiis livings 
make fcandalous minifters and this rrioft frequently falls 
out in cities and corporate towns, w'liere ar© little or no predial 
^fies j and therefore the preachers, for mcrctjvvant, arc forced 
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to chanU fuch fuch tunes as may bell pleafc the rich men in 
tliclr pariflies : for prevention of this for the future, there is a 
bill pri- pared, for tlie uniting of fmall churches and chapels in 
cities and towns corporate by the confent of the patron, re- 
ferving all other parochial rites diftinft as they were before. 

This being a time wherein your Majefty needs great' fup- 
plies, we held it our duty to eafe the people in fome urinc';.?f- 
fary expenfes ; and therefore we Iiave prepared a bill for the 
more effedtiial proceeding upon diitreiles and avowries for 
rents; another to avoid circuity of adtions ; and a, third to 
lelTen the charge of unncccH'ary fuitsin law : there is an ancient 
fee rect-ived in your Maj city’s courts of law, called damage clear, 
or damna dericojumy which is the tenth penny of fuch damage, 
as are there recovered in many actiuiis. This was firft intro- 
duced for the encouragement of clerks, to employ theinfclves 
to the ftiuly of drawing fpccial pleadings, whicii are grown fo 
familar by the d.fufc of real adtions, that the fee now is, 
looked upon as a grievance, efjiCciaTly* when the plaintiff is 
forced to pay it upon the ilgning ol his judgment ; and per- 
haps the defendant is not able to anfwerany part of the exe- 
cution : therefore \vc have prep ared a bill for the regulating of 
this for the prefent, and^*;ftcr fcvcn years to lake it quite away. 

Tacitus lialh a faying, Such as arc falfe in their love, 
“ arc true in their hate and this rule wc find verified in our 
nonconformids. Whild they were in the bofom ot the church 
of England, they were like inward vapours and inw-ard bleed- 
ings, always oppreffing and drangling the body of the church ; 
and now they are cjedled and excluded from iheir minifterial 
fiindfion, they have more malice, ani no lefs opportunity to 
propagate their principles than they had before. Some of them 
are objedls of pi y. 'Elicy fubiTiiiieni their rcafonto their lead- 
ers of a h’ghcr clalV, who failed them in tlieir hopes, and left 
them to the rigour of ■ the law^ Tiiefe poor creatures have 
feen their error, and feci. the Hnart, and would live peaceably; 
but their jefuiiicaU^ade *s keep up their fpirils, and herd with 
them in cities aryf cyVporate towns, where, by pretence of 
perfe^ inioit and l|:l^enial, they move the city of good-na- 
tured people, their charity keep up ilieir party, lef- 

fen the niaintciu^'c Jf conforming minidei'^, and fpread their 
contagion aiitb^Iigd tj,fe youth of the nation: for the prevention 
of this growing iniichief, w'^e have prepared if Shibboleth, a 
teft to diftinguiUi .rr.ongft them, who will be peaceable and 
^ive hopes oj future conformity, and who of malice and evil 
flifpofition rcmaintibdurate. The one w'e lhall keep amongft 
]^s with all love tjiud charity; the other we (hall exclude from 
/ cities 
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cities and corporate totv’ns, like thofe tliat have an infectious 
difeafe upon them. 

It is not unufual for the Commons, at the clofc of a fef- 
Con of Parliament, by their Speaker, to prefent a petition to 
their fovereign ; and, with your Majcfly’s leave, 1 am now 
coinnfanded that fcrvice* 

We do, with all humble lhankfulnefs to God, acknowledge 
our great happinefs, il'uU we are governed by a prince, whofc 
prudence in coiinfcl, whole valour in nrtion, and whofc fa- 
therly care in prottClioii of his people, is ctninent through all 
the world: and it is not the lead mercy, both to your Majefty 
and your people, that Got! hath bleifcd you with a brother fo 
like your felt. 

The name of his Royal Highnefs is already enrolled amongft 
the heroes of other nations ; but this his native country had 
not fo great experience ot him, till your Majelly was plcafed 
in this fummer's expedition to tnid him wiih the condurt of 
the mod r'val fleet t4iaT ever failed upon the Britilh fcas, 
wherein he ihcvvcd that prowefs, and that prudence, and, by 
the bleding ef Alniiglvy wascrovMiccl with that fticccl}* 

^^ainrt the Dutch, that w'e cannot pals it by in lilcnce ; and yet 
we are at a lofs how to expreTs oiir thanks both to your Ma- 
jefty and to him. I am commaiuledt therefore, to befeccli 
your Majcdy, that you will vouchfate to let us make a prefent 
to yoi^ of a month’s tax, to come in the rear, after the four 
and twenty mcuiths of your Majelty’s royal aid ; and that your 
Majefty will be pleaftd to bellow it upon his Royal Highnefs* 

And now, great Sir, 1 have no more, but to befecch Al- 
mighty God, who haiii#ro miraculoiuly preferved your ro\al 
perfon and vour two Honils of Pailiarncnt, from all licknefs 
and contagion, during this fedion, tliat he will be plcafed to 
fend health throughout the nation ; that he will crown all your 
defigns againll your enemies witli \iaory and fiicccfs, and 
give your Majefty a long and happy y ign over us. 


This being ended, hi 


Pv'Iajefty made a 
cfFc(5t : 




fpccch, to this 


\ \ 


TLTIS Majefty told his two Houfes of PamamenK that he did 
not compliment with them, when he ihouU! tell them, 
that they had done for him all that he coull wifh they Ihould 
have done ; and therefore thanked them hcajlily. 

His Majefty further faid, that he belicvc(Athat no one there 
imagine that he would have called tlWm hither at this 
there had not been an abfolutc ncceirity for it. He 

thanked 



( ) 

lhankcd«ilicm with all \ys heart for their afTcflions IheWtd t6 
him in this pi cfcnl fiipply ; which, thoui^h it is not to be fuppofed 
that it can lali till the end of the lime in w^hich it is to be raifed^ 
(if the w'ar flnuild fo long continue,) yet his Majcfly faid, he 
could not cxpcdil that liis tw’o Iloiifes fliould do more than 
they had dt)ne at tins meeting, coniidrring the deadnefs of 
trade ihrcnigh the whole nation, by rcafon of the contagion, 
which adclcth to the many ftraits they have to fl niggle with* 
And his Majefty faid, that for their kindnefs to his brother, 
he thiMiked them no lefs than if what they had done for hit 
brother had been done for hiinfclf ; he having deferved fo well 
of him felt and the tv hole nation. 

His Majedy told them, that it is probable they fhould not 
meet till April next • but yet, loll he might have occafion for 
their allidance fooner, lu had given order for the proroguing 
this Parliament but till February next ; and if there fliould be 
no occafion of coming together thcr|, he wc.uld, by a procla- 
mation, give timely notice thereof; anc>fo left the prorogation 
to be pronounced by the Lord Privy Seal. 


Then the Lord Privy Seal fpoke to this effcdl : 

My Lords, and you Gentlemen of the Houfc of Com- 
mons, 

TT is his Majefly’s pleafnre, that this Parliament be pro- 
rogued to the tw entieth day of Februaiv next to the city of 
WefUninfter. And accordingly this Parlianicin is prorogued to 
the iv\emicih day of February next. 


His MajcJly s mo/t'Gracious Speech , Sept, 21, 1 666 . 

My Lords and Gontlcmen, 

T AM very glad tjf/ m/et fo many of you together again ; and 
^ God be thankcll fv/r our meeting together in this place. Lit- 
tle time hath pail^Ti/ice we were almoft in defpair of having 
^his place left u.s » ir,ect in. You fee the dilmal ruins.,the fire 
nWh made ; UnA nothing but a miracle of God's mercy could 
have prefaO'Wd wliatls left from the fame deftr-wflion. I need 
make no cxcufe to you for difpenfing with your attendance in 
April. I am confjlldent you all thanked me for it. The truth 
is, I defire to put jyou to as little trouble as I can ; and I cafi 
tell you truly, I ^Jcfire to put you to as little coll as is poflible. 
I wifli with all Ay heart that 1 could bear the wdiole charge of 
^ ^ this 
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this war tnyfelf, and that my fubjeds fliould reap this benefit 
of it to r s, Bi ^ have two very great and po^^crlul 

who in. all the means they can, tbir and toul, to 
make ail the wr/'lu to Cv^ncur with them : and the war is moft 
charge..-!':, bv tha; co’ijiii th.»*i an} body thought it would 

have ! --^n. 1 need noi teil you tbe fi;v...crs of this funiiuer, in 

which (1 vi fuMh givei' u‘- great iuccer*', and no queflion the 
enemy hath un'-hui'^rir 'olios. And if it had pioalVd (iod 
to ha\e withheid ii.ii late judgivent by hie, we had been in no 
ill condiiion. 

You have giicn me very large frpplios for the carrying on 
the war. And }et I mull toll you, i: I had not, by auiici- 
pating my own icvouuo, raifod a very great furn o^ nuuicy, 1 
had not bev.n able to have let out the rieet ib.i- laii Cpring: and 
] ha\c fome t ope; , uj>on the fame credit, to h^ able to pay otV 
the great ihips a< they O'^ine in. Y(ui will conlukr what ib to 
be done next, when }( u are well informed c'f tlic expenfe. And 
1 mnil Icave it to «v. rilloni’^, to lirul out tlie bell expedients 
for the carrying on ^hjs war v\i:li as little buiden to iho people 
as is polliblc, I Ib.all add no more, than to put \ou in mind 
that our enemies a.e vrry inlob. rJ ; and if they were able this 
lafl year to pcri'uadc tho:r nukfablc pLojdc, whom tltcy millcad, 
that the contagion had lb uaiLd the iKition, and impoverilhod 
us, that wc would not re able to kt out any fleet, how' will they 
be exalted with ilii^ lafl impovciilhmtnt of this city, and ccjii- 
temn all reafonablc couc!iiit»ii.'» of peace ! and thcccfure I cannot 
doilbt but you will 'pr -iivic accordingly. 


Ills ?tfajrjly S iMtilu'/C I'. Iloufc of Pt'Crs^ iG //»J 

Houje by Lf,rd .i\ Irtigton^ JJtambtr 15 , ib66.* 

Charles Rex. f 

TLtlS Majcfly i.s forry the dilTu'ultievhave been fiich, that the 
kipl-fiy he hopc<i tor i-? not yet Verleflcd. His Majedy 
could wilh that the polhne ot his a^}bir^ would permit tl^e 
giving his tw'o Honk', a iiv'rl recefs ak Cf,riflmas ; but, the 
feafon of the yc.ar being con ildercii, andtlK^; much the netef- 
fary preparations againil the fpriiig drpciLis upon the difpatch 
of the fupply he airure^ himklf is prepai^ng w^him, he can- 
not think itcoujillcnt A\iih hi^ lci\i«.e uniNhc puN^ic ^,ty, to 
peijfnit any adjournment, except for the chief tcTffval days, 
until that and the other moll public i)llls bet pcrfc<5lcd ; which 
he defires may be haflcned, and wlfich hislMajcfly fiioiild be 

^ From tlicju' rraii-i of ihc Iluiifc of Lords, \^ol. xii. p. 47. 

glad, 
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glad, if^pofJible, might be finillied by Chriflmas, as well for 
their tafe as for Ids fcrvice. 

Given at the court at Whitehall, this 15th day of De- 
cember, i666. 


His A'hntjly 5 AfiJIdge to the Houfe of Commort^^ ddivered by 
Secretary Moi ice^ December 1666.* 

CVTAULES RiX. 

TJIS Majcfty is forty, that the difliciilty his Hoiifc of Com- 
mons hath met with, hath detained them fo long, without 
perfeding his lupply. His Majclly cuuld wifli, that the pof- 
tiire of his affairs would permit the giving his two Houfe a 
fhort rccefs at Chrillmas ; but the feafon of the year being con- 
fidcred, and how mud. the nccelfary preparations againft the 
fpring depend upon the dil patch of the fnpply he alfurcs hiin- 
felf is preparing for him, he cannot t/iink it confdknt with his 
fcrvice, and the public fafety, to permit any adjournment, ex- 
cept for the chief fcllival days, iihii! that and the other moft 
public bills be perfeded ; which he defires may be haftened t 
and which his iVIajcfty fltould be glad, if pollible, might be 
iinifhed by Chridmas, Js well for their cafe as for his own 
fer\ ice. 

Given at the court at Whitehall, the 15th day of De- 
cember, 1666. 


S[>t'ech oj the Speakci of the Heufe of Commons^ fanuary 18, 

1666. 

May it plcafc your moft Excellent Majcfty, 

CINCE the two Ht)ures of Parliament, by your Majefty’s 
^ command, were laft ^.onveiicd, they have with great care 
infpeded the ftatc of the kingdom : they tind your Majefty en- 
gaged in a fliai p aij'l ccjflly w'ar, oppofed by mighty princes and 
Hates, that arc in jOiyundion againft us. They fee with for- 
row the greateft p’/yo^ your metropolitan city buried in aflies. 
Thefe arc ardua r^nl indeed, and tit only for ihe advice of a 
S-^al Parliamcm:,» Bi.t, Sir, looking narrowly into things, we 
fmftidT^X politic entering into a confumpgon ; our trea- 
liires, thafarc the fmews of war, and the bond of peacc^ as 
much exiiauftcd; the great aids which are given to your Ma- 
jefty for the inainicnancc of the tvarare but like the blood in its 

• Fiom the Jourtjals of the Houfe of Commons, vol. viii. p. 663. 

circulation^ 
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crrctilatton, which will return again, and nourlfli^ all the 
parts: but a great deal is yearly traiifportcd in fpecie into 
France, to bring home apes and peacocks ; and the bcfl returns 
are but fiiperilnitics and vanities: we have ihcrcfore iinani- 
moufly belought your Majclly to flop this ilfiic of blood ; and 
wc hope your Majeily’s moft feafonablc and gracious proclama- 
tion will prevent the tiiturc expiration of thefe Ipiriis. 

\Vc have likcwifc been alarmed fn'm all parts ot the king- 
dom, by the infokncics .)f popiih pricils and jefiiits, who, by 
theirgreat numbers, and bold writing^*, declaieto all the world, 
they are in cxpc£lation of a plentiful harvcil here in England : 
but your Majcily, by your gracious anfwer to tbe defire of 
both your Houfes, \oiir comnianJ for all oflicers and foldiers in 
your Majclly’s pay to take il\c oaths v\ allegiance rind fiiprc- 
macy, ami your proclamation for ilic departiiie ot priells and 
jefuits out of this nation, have in a great meafurc fccurcd its 
againflthofc fears. 

When your Majedy^w^'as pleafed, at the (Opening of this fcf- 
fion of Parliament, to fpeak to us, you commanded us to hnd 
out the belt expedients we d’oidd, for carrying on the war with 
as little burden to the people as was p('-iriblc. 

The knights, citizens, a^id hiirgelles of the Commons 
Houfe of Parliament, have indiilliionflv applied themfeivcs to 
the confidtration of this matter. They quickly rcfolved on a 
fupply for your Majcfly, fuitablc to your occaiions, of eighteen 
hundred thoufaiul jiound.^ : h\it it hath taken much of their time 
fo to lay this aid, that it may not feem a btirdcn. A little 
weight lying always upon one fhouhier will at length become 
uncafy ; but being lliijicd fometimes to the other fliouldcr, 
there will be fomc rcfrefii merit. 


The grcatcfl part of the taxes that have been raifed thefe fix 
andtw^enty years were laid upon our lands, which made ns de- 
fire to give them feme reft : we have therefore prepared a poll 
bill ; whereby we have brought in all forts of perfom^, profef- 
fions, and perional eftates, to give their afliftance to ven.r Ma- 
jefty, and to cafe the land tax : v 

Afuhci urn Mimihiiy grande onus. 

This bill w^e hope, will fpccdilv bring in a \nfideiahle rum of 
ready money, for your ^^;,j(;fty^ prefent ufc>^. jT 

\Ve have hkewde taken (.’arc \(ir fuppljing tlic^j^lljptfiTTdcr of 
the eighteen iinndrcd thoiifand ponruh by another bill remaining 
with us, wliich in a ftiott time will be ready to be btcfcnicd to 
your Majefty. 

The better to i raMc your M.ijt fly’s good fubjcflslo pay thefe 
I-vcral aids, ai.d with chcerfulnefs to fiipply your Majcfty\s* fti- 


ture 
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tbre occafions, thought it neceflary to remove a liiiifance oat 
of their way. The infinite number of foreign cattle that were, 
daily imported did glut our markets^ and bring down the prices 
both of* home-bred cattle and our lands ; therefore we have 
prepared a bill for the prohibiting of any foreign cattle for feven 
years. 

We find your Majefty’s mint is not fo well employed as for- 
merly ; and the rcafon is, becaiife the fees and wages of the of- 
ficers and workmen is in part paid out of the bullion that is 
brought to be coined, and.what is wanting is made up by your 
Majefiy. We have*, therefore, for the eafe of your ^Majefty 
and tliofc that thall bring in any plate or bullion to be coined 
there, made another provttion, by an impolition upon wines, 
brandy, and cyder, imported from any foreign nations. 

Having given yonr Majefty thislhort account at prefent, we 
fhall, with your leave, return to perfcdl thofe bills that flill re- 
main with us i and we hope fo to finilh them to your Majefty's 
fatisfaftion, that all your M:ijclty*s enemies, both at home and 
abroad, may fee and fed the elFedts of this blelfcd correfpondence 
between our gracious King and his loyal Pailiament. 


Afterwards his Majefty made this fpeech following; 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE now palfcd your bills; and I was in <Tood hope to 
have had other bills ready to pafs too, I cannot forget, that 
within few days after your coming together in September, both 
Houfes prefented me with tlicir vote ard declaration, that they 
would give me a fupply proportionable to my occafions ; and 
the confidence of this made me anticipate that fmall part of my 
revenue which was unanticipated for the payment of the fca- 
mcn : and my credit hath gone farther than 1 had rcafon to 
think it would ; but ’tis now at an end. 

This is the firft day I have heard of any money towards a 
fupply, being the i8th jf January; and what this will amount 
to, God knows ; and what time I have to make fuch prepara- 
tions as arc nccclfai /'to meet three fuch enemies as 1 have, you 
^n well enough /udge; and I muft tell you, what difeaurfes 
l& avef ar e abrrtid,^ I am not in any treaty ; but, by the grace of 
God, rSJvSiMot give over myfclf and you, but will do what is 
in my power for the defence of myfelf and you. 'Tis high time 
for you to make good your promife ; and 'tis high time for you 
to be in th^ country, as tvell for the raifmg of money^ as that 


f Origin, home-breed. 
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the l<yrds lieutenants and deputy lieutenants may watch Jlhofe fc- 
ditiou^ fpiriis which are at work to dillurb the public peace ; 
and therefore 1 am refolved to put an end to this fcHiou on Mon- 
day next come fevennight, before which time, I pray, let all 
things be made ready that I am to difpiitch. I am not w illing 
to complain you have dealt unkindly with me in a bill I have 
now palled, in which you have manii'cilcd a greater diftruft of 
me than I have deferved. 1 do not pretend to be w ithout in- 
firmities : but I have never broken my word with you ; and, 
if I do not flatter myfelf, the nation never had lefs caiifc to 
complain of grievances, or the Icall injullice or oppreffion, than 
it hath had in thefe feven years it hath plcafcd God to rcllore 
me to you. I w'ould be ufed accordingly. 


Speech by the Speaker oj the Honfe of Commons y Februaty 8, 

i666. 

May it pleafe your JVIbft Excellent Majcflv, 

TOOTHING condiiceth more to the happinefs of a nation, 
7*^ than a right iinderftanding between the prince and the 
people \ and nothing more advanceth this corrcfporulcncc, than 
frequent meetings in common counciL By the wirdum of our 
forefathers, the fecurity of our lives, our liberties, and our pro- 
perties, is lodged in our Englilh Parliaments ; and fo gracious 
have your Majtfty’s predeccifors been, that, for the faiisfaflion 
of their people, they have made feveral laws, feme for triennial, 
feme for annual Parliaments. Your Majcfiy, by their exam- 
ple, upon the humble fuit of your Lords and Commons, hath, 
in a former fellion ofehis Parliament, palled an aft for trien- 
nial meetings in Parliaments; but in this your Majelly hath ex- 
ceeded all your predeceflTors, that, as your happy redoratioa 
was in a convention of Parliament, fo of your own accord, 
for the public good, and as a demondration of your extraordi- 
nary love Parliaments, you have vouclidifcd, ever (ince 
your return, to converfe with your people in Parliament ; this 
i>eiiig the fixth year, and the lixth fellipn, vof tjjii prefent Par- 
liament. V 

The laft time your Majefty was plcafe^to fpeak to us, you 
commanded us to make ready all things yd^i were to difpatcjx , 
this (eflion* In obedience thereunto we have*"v\Jth alljn(}j,(fi!ry 
imaginable eildeavoured fo to prepare thofc mawii^Yhat were 
before us, that your Majefty and the whole nation may receive 
fatisfaftion in our difpatches. 

• us to keep our words with your Majefty, 

in finifliing that fupply which wc promifed you for carrying oa 
tnc war. 


In 
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In ord^r whereuhto, I do here prefent unto yoiir Majefty thfs 
bill of eleven months aireflinent upon our lands, to take place in 
a pott-chargc after the additional royal aid now current is ex- 
pired. Thi^: aft, together with the poll bill lately pafTed, we 
conceive, will fully m: -. , up the eighteen hundred thoufand 
pof’uds we promiled to your Majefty. 

Wc muft tor ever w'uh huiinlily acknowledge the juftice of 
Godin punilhiFig this wliole nation by the late dreadful confla- 
gration of Lond.^n. We know they were not the great< lt fm- 
ners on whom the tower of Syloc left ; and doubticfs all our 
fins did Contribute to the filling up that meafurc, which, being 
full, dretv dow n ihe wrath of God upon that city. But it very 
much rcvivctli us to behold the mirat ulous blefllngof God upon 
your Majefty’s ctidcavours for the pr fervauon ot that part of 
the city w^hich is Ult : ct fas c/} njur^crc moen'ia T\ojaf* We 
hope God will direft your royal h^art, and foitunate hand, in a 
few days, to lay a foundation ftoi e in the rebuilding that 
royal city ; the beauty and praife wliercof fliall fill the whole 
earth. 

For the encouragement of this noble work, wc have prepared 
feveial bills: one, for the cftablilhing a judicatory, for the 
fpeedy determining all axSHons, and caufes of aftion, that have 
or may arife between landlords and tenants, upon this fad acci- 
dent. Though, I perfuade myfclf, no Englifhman would be 
exempted Irom making fome offering to carry on this pious un- 
derfaking, yet the exemplary charity of your Majefty’s twelve 
reverend judges is fit wdth honour to be mentioned before your 
Majefty : they are w’illing to fpend all their fand that doth not 
run out in your Majefty’s immediate fcrvicc, of difpenfing juf- 
tice in their feveral courts to your people, in hearing and deter- 
mining thofe controvcrfics that may arife upon old agreements, 
and making new rules between owners and tenants, for their 
mutual encouragement in this glorious aftion. ^ 

We have likewife prepared a bill for the regularity of the 
new buildings, that ihcy may be raifed with more conveniency, 
beauty, and fecurity, than they had before. Some ftreets we 
have ordered to be opened and enlarged, and many obftruftions 
to be removed ; but all with your Majefty’s approbation. This 
ny e con ceive cy:u«t be done with juftice, unlefs a compenfatioR 
begfro* t,ojJ?ofe that lhall be lofers : we have therefore laid an 
impolition m twelve pence upon every chalder, and twelve penc^ 
upon every chaldcr, and twelve pence upon every ton of coal$, 
that (hall be brought into the port of London, for ten years, 
the better to enable the lord mayor and aldermen to recompenilb 
thofe perfons whofe grounds (hall be taken froai them/ 

K a, Rome 
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Rome was not built in a day; nor can we, in thCeClofe of 
this feflion, 'finifti the rules for the dividing of pariflies, rebuild- 
ing of the churches, and the ornamental parts of the city. 
Thcfe things mull reft that we intended, till another feffion. 
But we know your Majefty in the mean lime will take them 
into your princely conlideration, and make it your care that the 
houfes of God and your own royal clian^bcr be decently and 
conveniently rellorcd. 

And now, great Sir, having thus happily finifhed the bufinefs 
of this Icllion, we beg your Majdly’s leave tliat wx may return 
to our own homes, there to put in execution the good laws 
which you have made, and to defend our fcveral counties 
againil all defij^ns to dillurh the peace ol the nation. And wx 
befecch Almighr) God, who hath hitlicrlo wonderfully pre- 
ferved your Maje(t\*s perfon, and ‘made you glorious in all 
your achievements, llill to prorper your forces both at fea and 
land, till he I’.ath made your Majclly an afvlnin tor all your 
friends, and a tenor rj your enemies both at home and abroad* 


Afterwards his Mwijcny^made the following fpcccli : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, * 

T THANK you for this other bill of fiipply which you have* 
given me ; and 1 airnre you, the money tliall be laid out for 
the ends it is given. I hope wx thall live to have bills of this 
nature in the old llilc, with fewer pro\iros. I looked to have 
had fomewhat offered to me concerning liiC accompts of the 
money that hath bcea already railed lince the war; which, 
lince you have not done, I will take care, after fo much noife, 
that the fame be not ftifled, but will ifl'tie out my comini flion in 
the manner I formerly promifed the Honfe of Peers : and the 
commillioners fhall have very much to anfwcr, if they do not 
difeover all matters of fraud and cozenage. 

The feafon of the year is very far fpent, in wliich our ene- 
mies have got great advantages over us : but, by the grace of 
God, I will make ail the preparations I can, and as faft as I 
can. And yet I muft tell you, that if any giwd overtures be 
made for an honourable peace, I will not rA-jvcl; them ; and 
helievc all fober men will be glad to ftx it brougiit to pafs^ ^ ^ 

1 fliall now^rorogue you till towards winter, ytxj may 
in your feveral places intend the peace and fccutity of your fe- 
veral counties, where there are unquiet fpirits enough wxrking. 
And I do pray you, and I do cxpocl it from you, iliut you will 
life jroijr utmoft endeavours to remove all thofc falfe imagina- 
tions in the hearts ot the people^ which tlie malice of ill men 

' have 
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have inchiflrioufly infufcd into thcm^ of I know not what j^a- 
loiifies and grievances ; for I muft tell you again, and I am 
fure I am in the right, that the people had never fo little caufc 
to complain of opprcfllon and grievances as they have had fince 
my return to you. If the taxes and impofitions are heavy upon 
them, you will pul them in mind, that a war wFth fuch power- 
ful enemies cannot be maintained without taxes ; and 1 am fiire 
the money raifed thereby comes not into my piirfe. 

[ (hall add no more, but that I promife myfelf all good cf- 
fe 61 s from your affeSions and wifdoms, wherever you are. 
And I hope wt (hall meet again of one mind, for my honour, 
and the good of the kingdom. 

And now, my Lord Pi ivy Seal, do as 1 have direfted you. 


Whereupon the Lord Privy Seal faid : 

My Lord*;, and you, the Knights, (Citizens, and BurgelTes, 
of the Hoiil'e of Commons, 

IT is his Majefty’s plcafure that this Parliament be piQ-%^ 
rogiicd to the tenth day of October next ; and accordingly 
this Parliament is prorogued to the tenth day of Odlober next. 


EfFc£l of his Majefty's Speech, July 29, 1667. 

TjE conceived, he could not give his Houfes of Parliament a 
greater tettimony of his afle£lions to them, than by fending 
for them when he was in fuch (traits were fuperior to any 
other counfels ; which now being over, he was confident, he 
could not better plcafe them, than todifmifs them again to their 
(cvcral counties at fuch a time as this is. His Majedy faid,' 
the peace being now concluded, the articles would be made 
public within a few days, which he fuppofed would feem rea- 
fonahlc to them, and all Chriftcndoui as much rejoice at the 
peace as they were difturbed by the war. His Majefty further 
told his Houfes, that their own affairs now require their pre- 
fence el fe w here ; and he did hope they would life all induilry 
and feverity (for both were neccifary) to reduce the people to a 
bettr'j temper than they have been in of late. His Majefty fur- 
ther faid, he wondered what one thing he had done fince his 
coming into England, to perfuade any fober perfon that he did in-' 
tend to govern by 4 ftanding army ; he faid he was more an En- 
gH(hnian than fo. He defired, forafmuch as concerned him, 
to preferve the lawsj and if others will pay that ducrefpeft' 
they owp to the laTVs, there would be no fear of any fuch thing* 

K 3' Jiis 
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His Majefty faid, theUft year he raifcd fome troops, which he 
dilbanded as foon as the feafon would permit ; and he was cer- 
tain, he deferred raifing forces long enough this year, in that 
he gaVe not one commiffion till the enemy was landed ; and he 
was fure, that the.perfons now in commiffion are fuch as will 
be as defirous to be out of the employment as to continue in it. 
H[e fiirt^jer faid, he would fay no more, but that he hoped his 
two Houfes of Parliament fliould meet here in Oaober next, 
and that they would then come wdth fiich 'nclinatioiis as rnay 
reftore the kingdom to as good a condition as it was ever in ; 
and he did afliire them, he fiiould not be wanting on his part. 


After this, his Majefty bid the Lord Chancellor do as he had 
commanded. 

Whereupon the Lord Chancellor faid : 

My Lords, and you, «tlfc K^ight^, Citizen?, and Biirgv’ftcs, 
of the Houfe of Commons, 

I .Tds his Majefty *s pIeafllrc^bat this Parliament be prorogued 
’ to the tenth day of Ocloljer next \ and accf^rdingly this 
Parljam^t^ ts prorogued to the tenth da^ of Odlobcr next. 


His MajeJly s Moji Gracious Speech, OHober lo, 1667* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T^IIEN wc laft met here, about eleven weeks ago, I 
thought fit to prd-oguc the Parliament till this day, re- 
folving that there fliould be a feffion now, and to give myfelf 
time to do fome things I have fince done, which 1 hope will not 
be unwelcome to you, but a foundation tor a greater confidence 
between us for the future. The other reafons of that proroga- 
tion, and fume other matters with w hich I would acquaint you, 
} have commanded my Lord Keeper to declare unto you. 


Then the Lord Keeper fpakc as followcth : 

My Lotds, and you, the Knights, Citizens, and Burgfiilbs, 
of the Houfe of Commons, 

ParliaUient, after many good and wholefomc laws 
made with your advice in feveral feffions, many great fup- 
p 1 ies.and aids given to his Majefty, and for the maintenance of 
the V. ars, and many other fignal teftimonies of your aflfeAion 
?nq dqty to him, for which he again and again renews unto you 

' his 
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his mofl hearty thanks, was, as you very wdl know, prorogues! 
from F cbruary laft, till this tenth day of Oftober ; his Majefty 
having then rcafon to believe that there would be no caufe of 
your re-aiTcmbling in the mean time. 

But in this interval, the Dutch, who, fince the war begun^ 
were (Irengthened by the union of France and Denmark, having 
a great fleet, actually invaded the land : and the French at the 
fame time had a royal army in the field, not far from the fea 
coaft, theconjunftio’i of which with the others, in fome defigrt 
againll England, oi I.mik* other of his Majclly's dominions, 
we had then caufe to 

In this llrait, his j -ily ;who, in lefler difficulties had fre-^ 
qiicnt rccourfc imi. !hs i arli.iment, as his great and faithful 
coim-'il, and therefore hath every year once, otten twice, re-af- 
fcmbled yoii'i thonglit it neceffary to anticipate the time, and 
iihicd out firuclainaiions for vour meeting on the five and twen-* 
licih dav (.! July laif pait. ^ 

Thia, though upufi.al, was done by the advice of his privy 
council ; p- hi c ncccifiry and exigencies allowing, or at leaft 
difpci'.ling with, nrany ihing-, which, except in fuch cafes, 
wen. noi io he allowed, or diipegilcd withal. 

lkti>rc the five and iwentieth day of July there was a prof^ 
pedl and lail) expecl lUoii, and, within three days following, 
an a iuranc' of n peace, concluded with, and ratified by, ou'r 
ti'.i\.i put. In adveriarie^'. 

i he if 'rm v/hich threatened us being thus blown over, and 
fr.c- cLv*cJ by io great a ferenitv, it was raifed as a doubt by 
grave and wife men, whether or no the nccetlitics and diu.cul- 
tits v\hich caiift d fo early a furnmons bVing removed, you could 
lit r.v act as a Parlunnent before the ten:h of October, being 
ilie fixed nine to whieh )oii vvere formerly prorogued. 

(•or thi\ caulc, toceihvr with thofe others mentioned by his 
Majeii) , [ 'j. ill his princely wdfdom, held it nccellary, in a 
matter ol io great confequcncc, again to fix upon this day for 
your uuetlnc in Parliament, about whi 'h there can be no diC* 
piite ; v\hich being thus t\vi^.c prefixed, and you meeting here 
iipiui a double call, his jViajtfty hopes it is a happy omen that 
this fellion of Parliament, which in law is but one day, all 
acts of this fedion referring to it, uHcfs otherwife fpecially pro- 
vidul, w'ill be happy and profperous, to his Alajeity, to you, 
and to the wdiole kingdom. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

His Majefty fuppofes that no man would expeft, that during 
your rcccfs he fhould have refufed overtures of peace ; the vici- 
nity, as well as potency, of his united enemies, the great cx- 
penfes of the war, carried on wjth much difadvantage, by rea«» 
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fon of the plague and difmal fire in London, the confideration 
of the pofture, of affairs abroad^ befirles many other motives ob- 
vious unto you, induced him to embrace the opportunity of 
concluding a^eace. 

But you well know, that though the war be at an end, all 
the efFc£ls thereof are not yet enJed.: it will require time, and 
your good advice, to remove thofc obftiuilions which hinder 
the current of trade, both at home am- abroad ; and in this par- 
ticular, his Majefly thinks fit to recommend it to your wifdom, 
to fettle fuch a balance of trade bctwecti his lubje^is of this 
kingdom and thofc of Scotland, as that w'e may not be preju- 
diced, by the import of their commodities hither, nor yet they 
fo difeouraged as to leave off trading here, and find out another 
vent abroad, more dangerous to us. This he finds too hard for 
him without your afiiftance, though, upon your recommending 
it to him, he hath ufed fomc endeavours therein. 

His Majefty formerly jgroir.ifed fhrit you ihould hwe an ac- 
compt of the monies given towards the war, which his Ma- 
jerty hath commandea hi> officers to make ready and fince that 
way of commillion, wherein he had juii the examination of 
them, hath been ineff dual, he is willing you fhoiild follow 
your own method, ex. 'i inc them in w^iat way and as flrictly 
as you pjeaic. Ke doth afnire he will leave c\CTy one 
concerned to lland or tall, according to his own innocence or 
guilt. 

His Majcfiy hath reafon to believe, that fome difafFc£led 
perfons, taking advantage of the public nccelliries, have fpread 
abroad difeourfes and rumours reflc£ling upon the government, 
intending thereby to be^u a dilfatisfaclion in his good fubjedls. 
And it is an cafy thing to take exceptions, cum tteque culpam hu^ 
tnana infirmltasy neque calumniam rcgnandi diffjcuUaSy evitet* 
But his Majefiy proinifes himfelf, from your good aiTedlions, 
that every one of you, in your feveral places, will endeavour 
to preferve a good underftanding between his people ; and 
if any juft grievances fliall have happened, his Majefty will 
be as willing and ready to redrefs them for the future, as you to 
have them reprefented unto him. 

And his Majefty doubts not but you will give healing and 
moderate counfels, and imprint that known truth into the 
hearts of his fubjeAs, that there is no diftinft intereft between 
th ^ king and hfe people ; but the good of the one is the good of 
both. 

TJiis is all I have \n command to fay at this time. 


Jdirej^ 
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jtddrefs tc His MajeJly hy the Houfe of CommcnSf O^oier 14, 

1667, 

your Majefty’s loyal and faithful fubjefts, the Com- 
mons, in Parliament alfembled, having taken into our 
ferioiis con li deration your Majefty’s gracious fpeech ; wherein 
you were pleafed to let us know, that your Majefty thought 
fit to prorogue the Pyliamcnt till the tenth of this Odober, 
that you might give yourfelf time tu do fomething that would 
not be unwelcome ; but a foundation for a great confidence, 
for the future, betwxen your Majelly and your people; we find 
ourfelves bound in duty to return your Majefty our humble and 
hearty thanks, for your gracious declaration in your royal in- 
tentions, in that your Majefty ’s graeii^us fpeech, and that deli- 
vered by your Majefty *s command by the Lord Keeper : and 
particularly, that your Majefty hath been pleafed to ditband the 
late raifed forces ; and to d fmifs thi^pnpilis from out of the 
guards, and other military employments: for your Majefty’s 
care in quickening tlic execution of the acl for reflraining the 
importation of Irifti cattle ; for caufing the Canary patent to be 
furrendcred and vacated : ard more efpecially, that your Ma- 
jefty hath been pleafed ft)dilp!aLe the late Lord Chancellor, and 
remov • him from the cxercile ol public truft and employment, 
in affairs of (fate. 

For all which a< 51 s, grace, and public benefits, we your faid 
Common^ do bcfcech your facred Majefty to accept of tfacfe 
our humble and hearty thanks. 


//i’i MajeJiys Anfwcr to the above Addrefsy OSiober 26, 1667* 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T THANK you for your thanks, I am glad the things Thave 
done have given you (a good fatislaftion ; and forth© Earl of 
Clarendon, 1 aifure you, 1 will never employ him again in any 
public affairs whatfoever. 


A MeJJage from His MajeJiy^ December 1667# 
Charles Rex. 

^LTIS Majefty having, by a former raelTagc, acquainted 

that he intended an adjournment to the beginning- of Fc-' 
brtiary ; he doth conceive, that I'hurfday the fixth of February 
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is a convenient day, to which fueh adjournment may bo made : 
and his Majefty is willing that you may adjourn to that time- 
Given at our court at Whitehall, the nineteenth day of 
December 1667, in the nineteenth year of our reign. , 


His Majeftfs moft gracious Speech, February lO, l668. 

My Lords and Gentletncn, 

T AM glad to fee you here ag.itn, to tell you what I have done 
in this intcr\al, which I am confident you will be plcafed 
with, fince it is fo much for the iionour and fccuiity of this 
nation. 

I have made .t league dcfciifive w ith the States of the United 
Provinces, and likevife a for an cdicacious uu .ii.ition 

of peace bctw'eej> the two crowns, into which league that of 
Sweden by its aK/oaifadoi^irith oifered to enter as a principal. 

I did not at our lail meeting move yon for aiiy aid, though 
i lie under great debts comxicl:cd in the bit war. But now 
the pofture of our ncighboiirs abroad, and the confequcnce of 
this new alliance, will oblige riec, for our fcciirity, to fet out a 
confiderabie fleet to fea this fiimmcr ; afid bclides, 1 mnil build 
more great f}}ips ; and it is a> necclfary that I do fomc things 
in order to the fortifying fomc of our ports. I have begun 
fomething ai\ fcif in order to thefe ends; but, if I have not 
your fpeedy afliftance, I iliall not be able to go through with it; 
wherefore I do earneilly defire you to take it into your fpeedy 
con fide rat ion ; for the lofs of a little time now, may beget a 
prejudice not to be repaired. And for the fettling a tirm peace, 
as well at home as abroad, one thing more 1 hold m)felf 
obliged to recommend to you at this prefent ; which is, that 
you would ferioufly think of fog[)c courfe to beget a better 
union and compofurc in the minds of my protedant fubjc£ls in 
matters of religion ; whereby they may be induced not only to 
fubmit quietly to the government, but alfo cheerfully give their 
aididance to the fuppori of it. 


pom his AJajefty to th Heufe of CommotiSy 
« jlpril 13, i668. 

Charles Rex. 

JJIS Majefty not long fince acquainted you, that he fioped 
you would difpatch your biitincfs fo, that you might be in 
your counties by Whitfuntidc : he thinks fit now to let you 
know, that he refohes to put a period to this fcfliun on Monday 

' the 
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the fourth day of May next, being the Monday before ^hif- 
funtide. And again earneftly minds you to difpatch the btifi- 
nefs of the fupply, and your other public concernments, by 
that time. 

• f 

Given at the court at Whitehall, ‘the thirteenth day of 
April, in the twentieth year of his Majefty’s reign. 


MeJJagt from bis Afajefty to the Houfc of Commons^ 
April 24, 1668. 

Charles Rex. 

TJIS Majefty, by his former meffage, thought fit to acquaint 
you, that he intended the prefent fcllion of Parliament 
ihouid determine on Monday the fourth of May ; but, finding 
that the proceedings in many important bufineifcs now under 
agitation, would be loft, if there l^ould be a fcflion ; and that 
many things, not yet f(»refcen, mayj^appen to induce him to 
call you together again before winter ; hath now thought fit to 
acquaint you, that he intends oifly an adjournment for about 
three months , and defircs you therefore to perfeft the bill for 
fupplies, and fu^ h others as may be made ready by the faid 
fourth of May, fo that he may then give his royal affent to 
them before the adjournment* 

Given at the court at Whitehall, the twenty-fourth of 
April, 1608. 


Hit Majeftfi mojt gracious Spee/hy Afayg^ l668» 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T CAME hither purpofely to pafs fome afts which sre now 
ready, and to thank you for the fuppl\ you have now given 
me ; which I hope will be fufficient. Our neighbours being 
now agreed upon articles of peace, I cannot cluife but take 
notice ot what I hear abroad, of fome diffl:renccs between 
both Houfes, touching the Eaft India Co’".| :inv. I siiW as. 
fenfible of the privileges of the Houle of Peers f wherein I am 
roneeri»ed< as I am of the liberty of the lloufe of Commons: 
but 1 hope, in this recefs, there may be fomenicans found out 
for an accommodation therein. 

I am willing you (hould adjourn to the eleventh day of 
Auguft next ^ artd if there be no preffing occafion of your 
meeting then, I will give ygu timely notice by proclamation. 
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The Speech of his Majefty, and the Lord Keeper , OHoher ig, i 669 < 
My Lords and Gentlemen. 

I AM very glad to fee you here at this time ; and I hope this 
will be a happy meeting ; for I have had great experience 
of your afFeSion and loyalty to me, and am very confident of 
the continuance of it. It is now alnioll a year and halt iince 
your laft fitting ; and though my debts have prclfed me very 
much, yet I was unwilling to call for your aifiAance till this 
time. What you gave me laft, was wholly employed to the 
■navy, and that extraordinary fleet for which it was intended. 
I defire that you would now take my debts efFedhially into 
your confidcrations. Something I have to propofc to you, of 
great importance, concerning the uniting of England and 
Scotland ; but it w ill require fome Irngih ; and 1 have left that, 
and fome other things, to m^^ Lord Keeper, to open them more 
fully to you. 


. My Lords, and you Knights, Citizens, and BurgcflTcs, 
of the Houfe of Comnums, 

UIS Majefty, in his moft gracious fpeech, hath cxprcITed 
his great fatisfa(51ion in feeing you here at this time ; and 
his hopes of a happy ilfue of this meeting. 'I'o obtain this, 
nothing can conduce more, than a gond corrcfpondency and 
union among yourfclves. 

He hath realon to believe, that you all come with the fame 
common aftc^lions for ^hc gcncnil good ; and therefore per- 
fuadcs himfclf, there will be no diftcrences between the two 
Houfes : but, if there fiiould be any inch, he carnellly recom- 
mends it to you, tliat bv your moderation and wifdoms, fiich 
expedients may be found out, as may conipofc them ; and that 
thereby no delay or obftrudlion be to your other proceedings. 

His Majefty hatli alfo defired you to take his debts effcchially 
into cgnfideration. I need not mention to you the imeafinefs 
df^his condition with ilut burden ; nor the inconveniences or 
mifchiefs w hich might fall out, if he Ihould continue under it. 
It is not unknown to you that liis Majefty hath been a happy 
inftrument, by the treaty at Aix, and by the triple alliance, to 
procure peace botw^cen the tw’o neighbouring crowns ^ the fe» 
curing of that peace, wherein our own peace is concerned, 
and his Majefty’s reputation abroad, will alfo much depend 
upon your kindnefs to him ; and therefore he hopes, that you 
will confidtr of how great an importance it is at this time, that 
his Majefty be enabled to bear fueh a part in the affairs of Eu- 
rope, 
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rope, may contribute mod to his own honour, and the fafetf, 
benefit, and glory, of tliis nation. 

My Lords, and Genilcmen, you may remember, that, upon 
his Majcfly’s recommendation, an act was lately made for 
fettling freedom and intercoufe of trade between England and 
Scotland ; which was oceafioncd, upon complaints of new" 
duties impofed, in each kingdom, upon divers commodities, of . 
the growth, produdlion, or manufafture of the other. 

According to this a£l, commiffioners were appointed by his 
Majefty, for both kingdoms, to treat upon that affair ; and they 
had fcveral meetings, w'hich produced no effedl, unlefs it were 
a convidion of the difficulty, if not impoflibility, of fettling it 
in any other way, than bj a nearer and more complete union 
of the tw'o kingdoms. 

His Majefty is fully perfuaded, that nothing can tend more 
to the good and fecurity of both nations, than fuch an union ; 
and finds, that his royal grandfather. King James, of bleffed 
memory, went fo far on towardsi^Vds good work, that, by 

adl of Parliament in the firft ycar^ reigo, commiffioners 

were authorized to treat and confult with commiffioners from 
Scotland concerning it. 

And, in purfuance fjf their treating, in the fourth year of his 
reign, an aft was made for the repeal of hoftile laws, and the 
abolition of the memory of hoftility between the two nations : 
and after the end of that feflion, about the feventh year of his 
reign, it was, by the judges of all the courts at Weftminfter 
Hall, folcmnly ailjudged in the cafe of the pojt nati^ that thofe 
who after the defccni of the crown to King James, were born 
in Scotland, were no aliens in England i and confequently 
were capable, not only of lands, but all other immunities, as 
if they had been born here. By thefe fteps, fo great an ad- 
vance hath been made towards this union, that his Majefty 
well hopes, that what is yet wanting to the perfefting of it, 
may be now accomplifticd ; the continuance under the fame 
obedience and fubjeftion, for near threefcore and feven years, 
having begotten tlie fame common friends and common ene- 
mies to both nations ; and taken off a great part of thofe dif- 
ficulties which at the firft flood in the way; and therefore his 
Majefty doth moft heartily recommend it unto you, that com- 
millioners may be nominated to treat and confult with com- 
miffioners from Scotland, concerning this uAion. His Ma- 
jefty hath given direftions to the Earl of Lauderdale, his com- 
iniilioncr for Scotland, to make the like propofal to the Par- 
liament which is now fitting there ; and doubts not, but, upon 
the meeting of fuch commiffioners of both kingdoms, thcffi^ 
things will be offered to your cQnfidcratipns, in order to. the 

i union. 
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union, as (hall tend to the honour of his Majefty, and the editi- 
men g )od uf all iiib fubjeSs 

And this is all I have in command to fay at this time. 


His MajeJi^s Mojl Gracious Speech, Ftbtuary 14, 1670. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I SENT forth my proclamation, that there might be a good 
appearance ai this meeting ; having mod confidence in full 
Houfes, where i!te well-being of the church, and all other in- 
terefts of the crown and nation, are belt feciired. A\'hcii we 
met laft, ! afted you a fupply ; and 1 allc it now again with 
greater inilancc. The iineafii*.efs and llraightncfs ot my af- 
fairs cannot continue without very ill efFcSs to the whole king- 
dom. Confider this ferioufly and fpecdily. It is yours and 
the kingdom’s intereft, well as mine ; and the ill confe- 
quence of a w'ant of an'^c^lual fupply mull not lie at my 
door: and that no mifapprUjenfions or miltakes touching the 
e?(penfes of the laft war may remain w'ith you, I think fit to 
let you know, that I have fullyjnformed myfelf in that matter ; 
and do affirm to you, that no part of ^hofe monies that you 
gave me for that war have been diverted to other ufes ; but, 
on the contrary, befides all thofc fupplies, a very great fum 
hath been raifed out of my flanding revenue and credit, and a 
very great debt contra£led ; and all for the war. 

One thing I mull earntftly recommend to the prudence of 
both Houfes; that you will not fiiftcr any occafion of diffe- 
rence between yoiirfelve^ to be revived, fince nothing but the 
unity of your minds and counfcls can make this meeting happy, 
either to me or to the nation. 

I did recommend to you, at our laft meeting, the union of 
the two kingdoms, and I did the fame to my Parliament in 
Scotland ; they have made a great ftep towards It, and I do 
again ferioufly recommend that matter to you. 

I have direfled my Lord Keeper to fpeak more at large to 
you. 


Then the Lord Keeper fpake as followeth : 

My Lords, and you, Knights, Citizens, and Burgeftes, of 
the Houfc of Commons, 

yk T your laft meeting, his Majefty did acquaint you with 
the great rKcafions he had for a fivpply ; and that he had 
fdrborn 10 afk it fooner, more in confidcration of giving fome 

time 
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time for the cafe of the people, after the burden of the war, 
than that the condition of his affairs could fo long have want- 
ed it : and his Majcfty hath commanded me now to fpeak 
more fully and plainly upon this fubjeft. 

His Majclly hath not only by his minifters, but in his own 
royal perfon, examined the accompts touching the expenfes of 
the lall war ; and hath thought himfelf concerned to let you 
know, that all the fupplics which you gave him for the war 
have been by him applied to the war, and no part of them to 
any other ufes; nay, fo far from it, that if the preparations 
towards the war lhall be taken to be for the ufe of the war, as 
they mult be, a great part of his own revenue, to many hun- 
dred thoiifunds of pounds, hath been employed alfo, and fwal- 
lowcd up in the charges of the war, and what did neceflarily 
relate to it : to which may be added, the great debts contrafled 
by his Majcfty in the war, and the great charge in the repairs 
of the hulls ot his Ihips, and putting his navy into fuch aeon-, 
dition as it was before. 

Befides, his Majcfty thinks it to be confidcrcd, that 

W'hen the charges of tlje war were at the higheft, the inevi- 
table cffeils of it, and ihofc other calamities which it pleaffeil 
God (at that time) to Ijring upon us, did make fo great a dimi- 
nution in his icvu.ues, that (befides all other accidents and 
difadvantages) the Ids that he fuftained in three branches of 
his revenues, in his cuftoms, cxcife, and hcarih-money, by 
reafon of the war, the plague, and the fire, did amount to little 
lefs than fix hundred thoufand pounds. 

Thus you fee, that though your fupplics have been great, 
yet the charges occaliuncd by the war, and the calamities 
which accompanied it, have been greater ; and that the debt 
which is left upon his Majefty, and which hc*complains 
hath been contrafled by the war, and not by the diveriion of 
the monies defigned for it. 

His Majefty hath commanded me to fay one thing more to 
you upon this fubjed : that he did not enter into this war 
upon any private inclination or appetite of his own. The 
iirft ftep he made tow'ards it did arife from your advice, and 
the promifes of your alliftancc : but if the charges and acci-> 
dents of the war have outgone all your fupplics, and left him 
under the burden of this debt, he thinks that, as well the 
tice to your promife as the duty and loyalty you have always 
(hewed him, will oblige you to relieve him from it ; and the 
rather, when you ihall ferioufly conftder, how uneafy this 
burden mud be to him, and what ill confequence the con** 
tinuance under it muft draw upon all liis affairs. In which 

3 
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particular, you, and every perfon you reprefent !n thia> nation^ 
will be concerned as well as himfcif. 

His Majelty doth therefore command me, in his name, to 
defirc you once more, and to conjure you, by that conftunt 
diit)' and lovr^lty which you have always f*':nrt:iTal to him, and 
by all the conceit. mcpi yccj ha ’. l i' -r honour 

and fafety of his \ i rovi ri v-h a inpply for 

him at this lime a. 'ico' L^*ar p.epou'jn o ihe prefling occa- 
lions that he hath, and tc tiu il.ite of his affairs at home and 
abroad ; and fo rpeedily and fo elfcaually, as may anfwer the 
ends for v-^lch he hath delired it« 

His M ijelly hath further commanded me to put yon in mind 
of what was at your lad meeting propoleJ to you concerning 
an union between tlie tw'^o kingdoms ; and to let you know, 
that the ParliaUicnt of Scotland hath fince declared to his Ma- 
jefty, that fuch commiflioners as his Majefly fhall name (hall 
be authorized on their part to treat w'th cc* nni.flion».rs ior this 
kingdom upon tlic groui^ and comiitions id the union. Kis 
Majeily therefore thoutinf i^t now again to. recommend it to 
you, to take that matter cfFc^iially into your confidcration. 


Speech by the Speaker of the Ihiijc oj Comwons^ Jpril 1 1, 1670. 

May it pleafe your mod Excellent Majefty, 

AT the opening of tliis feflion of Parliament, your Majefty 
was pleafed to fpcdk to your two Houfes, and reconi- 
xnended three things cfpecially to us ; unity amongfl ourfelvcs, 
the union of your Ma^efty’s two kingdoms of England and 
Scotland, and the fupply of your Majeity's prefent and urgent 
occaftons: in obedience to your Majefty’s commands, we have 
induftriouily applied ourfeUcs to the coniideraiion of ihcfc 
matters. 

By the blefling of Goil, all differences arc buried in obli- 
vion. Your Majefty’s happy expedient hath, like a f I rang 
gale pf wind, blown up the rolling fands, and filled up all 
.impreflions ; veftigia nulla retrorjum. And as your people will 
univcrfally enjoy the fi nit of This happy union, fo our united 
prayers to God fhall be, that your Majefty may be crowned 
■with the'promifcd blefling, beau pacific^ 

In order to the union of your Majefty’s two kingdoms,' both 
your Houfes of Parliament have humbly befought your Majefty 
to name commiflioners for this your kingdom of England ; 
and we have prepared a bill to aiithorife them to treat with 
commiflioners to be appointed for your kingdom of Scotland, 
^pon Ijich grou ud.s as lhall be thought conducing to that end, 
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Bmd to jrcport them to your Majcfty, and to both Houfes of 
Parliament of this yonr kingdom of England ; referving always 
to your Majefty and the two Houfcs of Parliament the entire 
coniideration of the whole, and the allowing or difallowing 
iherLof, or any part thereof, as they fliall think fit. 

Wc have alfo confide red of a fupply for your Majcfty 's 
occafions : and I am commanded, by the knights, citizens, 
and burgelfcs, of the Houfe of Commons, to prefent your 
Majefty with this bill, whereby wc have given to your Ma- 
jcfty an impofition upon all wines and vinegar imported, after 
the rate of eight pounds per tun for all French wines and. 
vinegar, and twelve pounds per tun for all other wines ; and 
have granted this unto your Majefty for eight years, to com- 
mence from Midfummer next. And I am further commanded 
to -acquaint your Majefty, that we apprehend the revenue 
arifing by the power of granting wine licences, fettled upon 
his Royal Highuefs by a£l of Parliament, hath been preju- 
diced^ by the laft impofition upon y'^ucs, and will be much 
mord -impaired by this prefent impt^ni'^n ; we therefore added 
the laft year unto this bill of fupply with this vote, That 
your Majefty be humbly deft red therewith to recompenfe his’ 
Royal Righnefs the Dujee of York for the damage he hath 
received, and (hall receive, in his revenue of wine licences, 
by this and the laft impofition.” 

Having thus, in the firlt place, with all diitifulnefs obeyed 
your Majtfty’s commands, we held it neceTary to remember 
thofe that fent us hither, and to prefent unto your Majefty 
fomc bills that will be of public ufc for all the people of this 
nation. 4 

There is, ftrft, a bill for the preventing of feditious con- 
venticles, whereby no man is hindered the ufc of his own 
judgment in the exercife of religion, by himfelf, or in his own 
family, or in the prefence of four ftrangers ; but, becaufc the 
peace of the nation may be endangered by more populous 
meetings, contrary to the liturgy and pruclicc of the church of 
England, we have iinpofed a penalty of five Ihil lings for the ‘ 
firlt offence, and ten Ihillings for the fecond, and every other ; 
offence, upon all fuch offenders ; to be levied by diftrefs and ^ 
falc of the offenders goods. 

We arc informed, that your Majefty fiiffcrs much by the 
Itcaling and embezzling of your ordnance, amn.xmition, fail 
cloths, and Acres ; and likewife your good people are much 
damnified by '^ wicked fort of people, w ho make it their prac- 
tice, in the night time, to ftcal w'ooHen cloths and ftiiffs from 
off the rucks ; and they are much encouraged in this their 
wickednefs, by rcafon they have their clergy : We have therc- 
VoL. I. L fore 
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fore prepared a bill for the taking a*vay the benefit of clergy 
upon the conviftion of all fnch offenders. Wc have likewife 
prepared an additional bill for the rebuilding the city of Lon- 
don, wherein we have revived the judicatory of your Majeffy’> 
twelve judges, empowering them to hear and determine the 
lemaiuder of caufes and controv(.rfies, vihich ha^c not alreadiv 
received a felilemciu by them ; wc have alfo made provilion 
for the wi<lening many more Ureetj' than were mentioned in the 
former acl, attd to enable the lord-mayor and aldermen oI the 
city of L(muK>ii to give, fatisfcuSlion to thofc whofe grounds 
(hall be taken from them ; and alfo for laying the foundation, 
at lead, of ihe faniou«^ cathedral of St. Paul, and towards tlic 
rebuilding of lifty-one pariih churches, a\« have added an im- 
polition of two (hi I lings for very chaldron of coals that (lialf 
he brought into the port of LondiUi tor the fpacc of fevcntcen 
years yet to come. We have likewife prepared a bill for the 
afeertaining tlie meafures of corn and fait ; and provided, that 
one mcafure (ball be f^v:d in rdl the market towns of tJiis 
kingdom. jr 

. We have found groat jncovcnicnecs by the want of due re- 
pairing the highways of this kingdom ; and have therefore 
taken care for time to come, both amend them, and to 
pievent the fpoiliiigof them again, by carrying cxcellivc load<, 
and drawing them \>iih extraordinary number of horfes ami 
other cattle. 

Experience tells ns, when the confumption of foreign com- 
modities exceeds the ule and exportativiu of our native com- 
modities, the nation niiHl inienfibly grow poor, and our irca- 
fure will be exhauffee^: wc ha\e therefore prepared a hill for 
the encowragement of tillage, hy permitting the exporting of 
corn ; and alfo lor the encouragement of other forts of good 
huibandry, by exporting of horfes, fwinc, and other cattle, 
and of butter and cheefc ; and have made thorn all free mer- 
chandife, paying certain duties to your Majelly upon the ex- 
portation. 

I here he fomc other bills of a public nature, and divers 
private bill?, ail which are ready to br: prefented to your Ma- 
jefty for your royal aiidit ; tlie which I lhall forbear to enu - 
merate, lor fcvtr d may prove tedious lo vt>ur iVIaji.fly. 

Having given yrjur this account of our proceedings, 

fince our la(l?tneeiing in tin’s our fliort but happy ieilion ; it is 
evident we have not ini I pent onr time ; hut, witli the goixl fer- 
vant in the gofpc!, I'.avc gained many talents, fo- that w'c ntav 
With comfort and lat’slaclion return to our houfes j and wc 
hope wc Oiail x.airy our 3»Ialler's blcffing with us. 
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His Majeftys moft Gracious Speech^ April ii, 1670. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM unwilling to let you go away without lelling you, that 
I am very well falisficd with the fuccefs of this meetings 
and that you have fo well complied with my dcfires, both ia 
the corrcfpondence beiwccit the two Houfes, and in the pro- 
grefs you have made towards an union bctw'cen the two 
kingdoms. 

1 heartily thank you for the Ijipp^y you have given me ; and 
I afTurc you I will make it go as far as I can towards the fa- 
tisfying of my debts. And bccaule you have been long from 
home, I am content \ou adjourn )ourfclvcs till the 24th of 
Oflober next. 


His Jifiiirfty s f 7 icjt actous Speech, OHoher 24> 1670. 
My Lords and Cicntlcmen, 


Ty/TY principal delign 
believing that wi 


being the 'gooS of the kingdom, and 
I be bell pro\i(led for when the Houfei 


arc fullclt, I thought fit by my proclamation to fummon you 
all to be here. 


My Lord Keeper will open at large the particulars I hav# 
to recommend to you at this prefent ; and what you do, I 
would have difpatclied before Chrillmas, that you may then 
have Icifiire to return home, and that your own domellic atlairs 
may not iuU'er by the care you take of me and the public* 
You have given me fo many great teltinjonies of your zeal and 
afleftion, that it weie to do you an injury to fulpcdl your 
want of kindnefs at a lime when there is fo much need of it ; 
and if you could poliibly make any qiicftion of the value and 
love I have for you, I Ihoukl think myfelf unhappy, fincc I 
have nothing more in my heart than to give evidences of it to 
the whole world. 


Then the Lord Keeper fpakc as follows: 

My Lords, and you, Knights, Citizens, and BurgelTcs, of 
the Houfc of Commons, 

T^HEN the two Houfes were l.ifl adjourned, this day (as 
^ ^ you well know) was prefixed for your meeting again. 
The proclamation (iince ilfiicd) requiring all your attendances 
at the fame time, (hews, not only his Majell) ’s belief that his 
Inilincfs will thrive bell when the Houfes are tLilltfl, but the 
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importance alfo of the affairs for which you are fo called ; and 
important they arc. 

You cannot be ignorant of all the forces, both for land and 
fca' fervice, which our neighbours of France and the Low 
Countries have raifed, and have now in a£lual pay ; nor ot 
the great preparations which tliey continue to make, in levy- 
ing of men, building of fliips, filling their magazines and 
ftores with immenfc quantities of all forts of warlike pro- 
vifions. 

Since the beginning of the laft Dutch w^ar, the P'rench have 
increafed the number and grealnefs of their Ihips fo much, that 
their flrength by fea is thrice as much as it was before ; and 
fince the end of it, the Dutch have been very diligent alfo in 
augmenting their fleets# 

In this conjunAure, whilft our neighbours arm fo potently, 
even common prudence requires that his Majcfly Ihould make 
Tome fuitable preparations, that he m^y at lead keep pace 
with his neighbours (U^ot outgo them) in the number and 
ftrength of his fhippirt-^or, this being an iiland, both our 
fafety and our trade, our being and our well-being, depend 
iipon our force at fea. 

His Majefty, therefore, of his princely care for the good 
of his people, hath given order for the fitting out of fifty fail of 
Ms greateft (hips againft the fpring (befidcs thofe which arc 
to be for fecurity of our merchants in the Mediterranean) ; 
as forefeeing that, if he (hould not have a confiderablc fleet 
whilft his neighbours have fuch forces both , at land ahd fea, 
temptation might be given, even to thofe who now feem not to 
intend it, to give us ,an affront (at leallj if not to do us a 
mifehief. 

To which may be added, that his Majefty, by the leagues 
which he hath made for the common peace of Chriftendom, 
and the good of his kingdoms, is obliged to a certain number 
©f forces, in cafe of infraflion thereof, as alfo for the alliftance 
of fome of his neighbours, in cafe of invafion : and his Ma- 
jefty would be in a very ill condition to perform his part in 
the leagues, if (whilft the clouds are gathering fo thick about 
us) he Ihould (in hopes that the wind would difperfe them) omit 
to provide agalnft the ftorm. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Having named the leagues made by his Majefty, I think it 
neceflary to put you in mind, that, fince the clofe of the laft 
war, his Majefty hath made fcvcral leagues, to his own great 
honour, and of infinite advantage to the nation : one, known 
by the name of the triple alliance, wherein his Majefty, the 
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Crown .of Sweden, and the States of the United Provinces, 
are engaged to preferve the treaty at Air la Chapelle, concern- 
ing a peace between the two then warring princes ; which 
league produced that effeft, that it quenched the fire which 
was ready to have fet all Chriftendom on a flame; and (befidc 
other great benefits by it which (he ftill enjoys) gave opportunity 
to tranfmit thofe forces againft^thc infidels, which would 
(otherwife) have been imbrued in Chriftian blood. 

Another, between his Majcfly and the faid States, for a 
mutual afliflance, with a certain number of men and (hips, io 
cafe of iuvafion by any others. 

Another, between his Majefly and the Duke of Savoy, efta- 
bli filing a free trade for his Majefty’s fubjedls at Villa Franca, 
a port of his upon the Mediterranean, and through the domi- 
r.ions of tliat prince, and thereby opening a palfagc towards a 
rich part cd' Italy and part of Germany, which will be of 
very great advantage, for the vending of cloth and other our 
hojme commodities, and bringing back jfilk and other materials 
for maiuifaftiircs here. 

Another, between his Majefty and the King of Denmark, 
whereby thofe impofitions which were lately laid upon our 
trade there arc taken off^ and as great privileges arc granted to 
oiir merchants as ever tlicy had in former times, or as the fub» 
jecls of any other prince or date do now cnjoyl 

And another league upon a treaty of commerce with the 
Crown of Spain, whereby there is (not only) a ceflion, and 
giving up to his Majefty, of all their pretenfions to Jamaica, 
and other the iflaiids and countries in the Weft Indies, in the 
pofteftion of his Majefty or his fubjc(fls ; but withal, free li- 
berty is given for his Majeft^’s fubjecT.s to enter their ports, 
for viduals and water, and fafety of harbour ; and return, if 
ftornis and other accidents bring them thither: privileges which 
were never before granted by them, cither to the Englilh or 
any others. 

Not to mention the leagues formerly made with SAveden and 
Portugal, and the advantages which we enjoy thereby ; nor 
thofe treaties now depending between his Majefty and France, 
or his Majefty and the States of the United Provinces, touch- 
ing commerce, wherein his Majefty will have a fingular re- 
gard to the honour oi the nation, and alfo to the trade of it, 
which was never greater than no\v it is, •» 

In a word, almoft all the princes of Europe do feek his 
Majefty’s friendlhip, as acknowledging they cannot fecurc, 
much lefs improve, their prefenl condition without it. 

His Majefty is confident, that you will not be content to 
fee him deprived of all the advantages which he might pro- 
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dire hereby to his own kingdoms, nay even to all Chrlften- 
dom, in the repofe and quiet of it ; that you will not be con- 
tent abroad to fee your neighbours flrengthening ihcmfclvcs in 
fliipping fo much more than they w'ere before, and at home to 
fee the government ftruggling every year with ditllciiltics, and 
not able to keep up our navies equal with theirs. 

He finds, by his accounts, that from the year 1660 to tlic 
late w’ar, the ordinary charge of the tket fccmmnmhusaunis) 
came to about five hundred thoiifand pounds a year, and it 
cannot be fupported with lefs : if that particular alone takes 
up fo much, add to it the other conilant charges of the go- 
vernment, and the revenue (although the commillioncrs of the 
treafury have managed it with all iiuaginahle tltrift) will in 
no degree fuffice to lake off the debts due upon inlcrefl, much 
lefs give him a fund for the fetting out this fleet, which, by 
ertimate thereof, cannot coll kfs than eight hundred ihoufand 
pounds. 

His Majefty, in his^noft gracious fpeech, hath exprefled 
the great fenfe he hataT^yoiir zeal and aflecUon tor him : 
ajid as he will ever retain a gratelul memory (d your former 
readinefs to fiipply him in H his exigent ies, io he doth with 
particular thanks ack now ledge \oiir fri’nk and cheerfnl gift of 
the new duty upon wines at your lafl meeting : but the lame is 
like to fall very ihort in value ot what it was coiiccixed to be 
•wfirth \ and fliould it have anfwered e\pe£lation, yet far too 
fliort to cafe or help liim upon titefe c'ccalions. 

And therefore, fuch a Jupply as may enable him to take off 
his debt's upon interefl, and fet out tins fleet again the next 
fpiing, is that w^hich he dcfircs from you, and recommends it 
to you as tliat wliich concerns the honour and fupport ot the 
government, and the welfare and fafciy of yourfehes and the 
whole kingdom. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You may perceive, by what his Majefly hath already faid, 
that he holds it rcquifitc that an end be put to this meeting 
before Chriflmas: it is fo, not only in reference to the pre- 
paration of his fleet, w'hich mult be in a rcailiiiefs in the 
fpring, but alfo to the fcafoii of the year : it is a time when 
you w'ould be willing to be in your counties, and your neigh- 
bours would glad to fee you there, and partake of your 
hofpitality and charily ; and you thereby ende;ir yourfelves unto 
them, aiuJ keep up that intercit and pow er an.ongll them which 
is neceflTary for the fervicc of your King and country. And 
a recefs at that time (leaving your bufmefs iinfinilhed till your 
return) cannot be either convenient for you, or fuitablc to 
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ihc condition of his Majefty’s affairs, which requires your 
fpeedy, as well as affedlionate, conlidcraiion. 

'riiis is all 1 have in command to fay at this time. 


Epecch by the Speaker of the Houfc of Commons y March 6, 1671-2. 

May it plcafc your moft Excellent Majclly, < 

'T^HE knights, citizens, and hurgclfcs, in the Commons 
Hoiifc of Parliament, taking into their ferious confidera- 
tion the fnpply of your Majclty, for the carrying on the great 
charge of the govenuuent and payment of your Majefty’s debts, 
prefent your Majefty with two bills ; the one intituled, An 
“ Ad tor granting a Sublldy to his Majefty, for Supply of his 
extraordinary Occafions,” the other, “ An Adi for an Ad- 
“ ditional Excife on Peer, Ale, and other Li(|uors which 
they be leech your Majefty to accept of, as an carnell of their 
dutiful alfcclions to you. 



Efteel of his MajcftyN Speech, March 6, 1671-2. • 

My Lords and GerAlemcn, 

T HAVE nothing to fay to you now, but to thank you very 
I'.eariily for the two bills now paifed for my fuppiv and to 
deft re you to make what hafte you can in fuch public bills as 
are in your hands, that tlierc may be a rcccfs towards the lat- 
ter end of this month. 


jCJdvtJs by both IToufc^^ prrJnUcd to his ATojeftyy for preventing 
the (iro‘a>ih of P apery y Alarch 13, 1671-2% 

May it plcafe your moft Excellent Majefty, 

VJ^E your Majefty’s moft humble and loyal fubjeds, the 
Lords fpiritiial and temporal, Und Commons, inthispre- 
fenl Parliament aftemblcd, being fcnfible of your Majefty’s 
conftancy to the proleftant religion both at home and abroad, 
hold oiirfelves bound, in confcience and duty, to reprefent to 
your moft facred Majefty the caufes of the dangerous growth ’ 
of popery in thefe your Majefty s dominions, the ill confe- 
qiiences w'hcrcof wc licartily delire may be prevented : and 
therefore, what we humbly conceive to be fome prefent reme- 
dies for the faid growing niifchicfs, wc have hereunto added, 
in our moft liumblc petitions. 

L4 


Caufes 



( »S2 ) 


Caufes of the Growth of Popery, 

X. that there are great numbers of priefls and jcfiii ts 
frequenting the cities of London and Weftmim'ler, and moft 
■of the counties of this kingdom, more than formerly, fedu- 
ckig your Majefty’s good fubjedls. 

2. That there arc feveral chapels and places ufed for frying 
of mafs, in the great towns, and many other parts of this* 
kingdom ; belides thofe in ambaifadors hoiifes ; whither great 
numbers of your Majetty’s fuhjccts conllantly refort and re- 
pair without controid, and efpecially in the cities of London 
and Weftminfter, contrary to the cllabliilicd hiu<5. 

3. That there are fraternities or convents of Knglilh popifli 
priefts and jcfiiits at St. James, ind at the Combe in Heretord- 
ihire ; and others, in other parts of the kingdom ; befid' s, fe- 
veral fchools are kept in divers parts of this kingdom, ttn* the 
corrupt educating of youth in the principles of popery. 

4. The common and|liiblic felling of popiih catcchifms, 

and other feditious popfc*^)oks, even in the time of Parlia- 

XTient. * 

* 5. The general remifTnefs 0/ the magillrates, and other of- 
ficers, or clerks of the alli^e, and cleiVs of the peace, in not 
convi(Sing of papifls, according to law. 

6. That fiifpe£led reciifants arc free from all ofTiccs charge- 
able and troublcfome ; and do enjoy the advantages of otiices 
and places beneficial, executed cither by thcmfclvcs, or per- 
fons intrufled by them. 

7. That the advowfance of churches, and prefentatlons to 
livings, arc difpofed of«by popifh recufants, or by others in- 
trufted by them, as they direct ; whereby mofl: of thofe li\ ings 
and benefices are filled with fcandalous and unfit minifters. 

8. That many perfons take the liberty to fend their children 
beyond the fcas, to be educated in the popifh religion ; and 
that feveral young perfons arc fent beyond the fcas, upon the 
notion of their better education, under tutors or guardians, 
who are not put to take the oaths of allegiance and fiiprcmacy ; 
and ufually corrupt the youths under their tuition into pt^pery. 

9. That there hath been few exchequer procefles ilUicd forth 
fince the adl of oblivion, againft the popilh recufants convidf, 
though many have been certified thither. 

10. 1 he grd!lt infolcncies of the papifls in Ireland, where 
doth publicly appear archbifhops and bifhops, reputed to be 
made fuch by the pope, in oppotilion to thofe made muler his 
Majefty’s authority, according to the religion cflablifhed in 
England and Ireland ; and the open cxercifc of mafs in Dub- 
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till, and other parts of that kingdom, is a further great caufe 
of the prefent growth of popery. 

I'lial Peter Talbot, the reputed archbifliop of Dublin, was 
publicly confccrated fo at Antwerp, with great and pij)lic fo- 
Jemnity ; trom whence he came to London, where he excr- 
cifed his fun ion, and was, all along his journey to Chetter, 
treated with the charafler of “ His Grace,” by the popifli 
recu'anls whom he vifiitd ; and, at his landing in Dublin, 
he was received with very great folemniiy by thofe of the 
popiili religion there j where alfo he exercifed his funftion 
puhliely, gre.it multitudes then flocking to him ; and liill con- 
tinues to do the fame: his prefent relidencc is within three 
miles of Dublin, at his brother’s, Colonel Richard Talbot, 
who is now licr :, folicitiiig your Majell), as public agent, on 
the behalf of the liilh papifls of that kingdom. 

Thai Rt medics apainjt the je grooving Afijcbnfsy zic, the Lords 
Sfijuiual and Temporal y and Common; in this prcjtnt Parlia^ 
-iiutn a[]tmb!cdf doy in all humility. ' eprefent to your Sacred 
Mujejtyy in thefe our Pciltions foll/wl)'^ : 

1. THAT your Majefty, by your proclamation, would bci 
mo/l graciouily plcafcd to commahd, that all popilh prielts and 
jcfiiits do depart this realm, and all other your Majefly’s do- 
minions, on or before a fhort day to be piefixcd, at their perils; 
excepting only fuch foreign pricllsas attend her Majcicy s per- 
fon by the contrail of marriage, and ambafladors, according 
to the law of nations : and that all judges and juitices of the 
peace, and all other minillcrs and oflicers of jullice, do caufc 
the laws lunv in force againft popifli /ccufants to be put ia 
due execution \ and, in the firft place, for the fpeedy convic- 
tion of fuch popilh rccufants, that all judges and jullices afore- 
fa>d do ilriflly give the faid laws in charge unto the juries, 
at all aflizes and feflions, under the penalty of incurring your 
Majelly’s highell difplcafure. 

2. 'Lhat your Majcliy w'ould be gracioufly plcafed to rc- 
Hrain and hiiulcr tlie great concourfc of your native fubjefts 
from hearing of mafs, and other cxercifes of the Romilh re- 
ligion, in the hoiifes of foreign ambafladors or agents, and ia 
all other chapels and places ot this kingdom. 

3. That your Majcity would be molt gracioufly pleafcd, 
out of your molt princely wifdom, and pious confideraiion, to 
take care, and ciivife that no office or employment ot public 
autliority, trull, or command, in civil or military aflairs, be 
committed to, or continued in, the hands of any pcrlon, being 
a popifli icciifant, or julUy fufpctfled to be fo. 


4. That 



{ *54 ) 

4* That your Majcfty would be gracioiifly plcafed,to take 
notice of all fraternities and convents of Knglifh and other 
popith priefts, jefiiits, or friars, and fchools for the educating 
of youth in the principles ot popery, ercClcd within your 
Majclly s dominions ; and to caiife the fame to be abolillied, 
and the faid prieits, jefuits, friars, and fcliool mailers, to be 
duly pnnilhed for fuch their infolcncies, 

5. That your Majefty would be gracioiifly plcafcd, froin 
time to time, to require, and caiifc, that all the oflicers of, or 
relating to the exchequer, ifliic forth procefs eflcdually upon 
popilh rccufants convi^^l certilied tliiiher: and that fuclt oiheer, 
as lhall refufe or ncglc£l to do his dut) as aforefaid, be I'e- 
vercly pnniflicd for fuch his failure. 

6. T.hat your Majefty woultl be gracioiifly pleafl J to give 

order for apprehending, and bringing over into Kngland, one 
Pliinckctt, who goes under the name of Primate of Ireland, 
and one Peter Talbot, who takes upon him the name of 
Archbiihop of Dublin, tto anfwcr fuch matters as lhall be ob- 
jedled againft them, *' 

To thefe our mofl; fninmlc petitions, procc^'ding from our 
Silty and zeal for the glory of God, and g<ind ot your ficred 
Majefty, and from the care Incumheqt on us, for tlie fafety 
and peace of thefe ytuir Majefty kingdoms, we do, in all lui- 
iniJity, befccch your Mjjeliy to \onchrafc a gracious anfvver. 

And w*e your xVIajefty’s moft loyal and obedient fiihjeels, 
the Lord and Commons in this prefent Parliament ai- 
fcmbled, (hall ever pray lor your Majelly's long and 
liappy reign over us ; and, as in coiilciencc w'c arc 
obliged, fhall tonltanlly adtiere to, and aflill yonr iVla- 
jefty, in the maintenance aiid defence ot \oiir Majefty’s 
fupremacy, and the true proteftant religion now efta 
blifhed in your Majefty's dominions, in oppofition to 
all foreign powers and popilh prcienfions whatfoe\er. 


His Majefty 's anfwcr was to this cfTecl : 



that the laws againft popery ftiould be put in execution ; and 
that he w^ouid take all the care he could, for fupprclTing the 
growth of popery. 

That it was no wonder, if he did make a diftinclion between 
thofe who had newdy changed their religion, and thofc who 
were bred up in it, and liad faithfully Icrvcd his father and 
himfelf, in the late wars. 

FJTu^l 
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Effect of the Speaker’s Speech, April 22, 1761-2. 
^IIA'r his Majcily was pkafecl, in Oftober laft, (when the 
•*' Parliament then mc\) to acquaint them how his revenue 
was clogged with debts j and that the Commons, taking the 
fame into conlidenulon, refotved to fupply his Majcfly accord- 
ingly ; and that, on the fixth day of jVJarch laft, he prefented 
Tiis Majclty, from the Houfe of Commons, with the fubfidy 
and exi ife bills ; and now, by their command, he prefented 
his Majcfty with the bill for laying impofitions on proceedings 
at law : that iic was commanded humbly to befecch his Ma- 
jehv, that the revenue thereof might be efFe<£liially applied tp 
the payment of his debts: and that he had further in com- 
mand from them, to let his Majefty know, that they had en- 
larged the lime for the impofitions on jnoc codings at law to 
nine years, that thereby his Majcily might be the better ena- 
bled to falisfy his debt owing to t]ic Prince of Orange: he 
begged his pardon, that he called it his debt, it being coii- 
Tracled lor fnpplics afiorded to his. fo\\‘l father and himfclf in 
iluir unhappv necefilties, and therefore not to be forgotten, 
ile faivi, tluit geographers writcnof feme illands called Irtful^ 
}\t luiuit.vy uhofe harv 5 *d is faid to be in March and April; 
lie hoped, that England m«ght be accounted one of thofc 
illaiuls, having aftbr<lcd his Majefty fnch a crop in March laft^ 
and this April, wliich lie humbly hclouglil his Majcfty to ac- 
cept as a pledge ot their dutiful affc^Slioii to him* 

Ills Majefty then fpakc as 'followeth : 

My Lords and Geiitlcincn, 

T CjIVE yon very hearty thanks for the fupply you have now 
given me. His Majdly alfo proceeded further to thank 
them for what they had further intended him ; and aifiired 
them, ‘‘ 'l hat what they had given him fhould be employed 
toward the payment of his debts, and his expenfes for this 
year : lhat it was now time for them to go into their coun- 
“ ties ; and lie dclired them K' lake care that in the laying and 
“ colhding (d the fnblidy they had gi\eii him, it might be 
“ improved to what they intended.” He faid further, “ That 
he intended the Parliament fhould be pror&gucd, not to 
meet again for almolt a year ; but hoped that when they do 
meet, they would come again v. ith the fame alTe£lions to 
** his fen ice as formerly ; and what he had further to fay tp 
them, they fliould iiiidciflaiid by llie Lord Keeper.” 


Then 
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Then the Lord Keeper fpake to this cfFc£l : 

My Lords and Qcntlemcn, 

TJIS Majefty hath told yon with how great fatisfaflion he 
hath accepted your fiipplicsj as real tchimonics of the 
conftancy of your good affedions. 

His Lordfliip further told them, That many of thembe- 
ing comini iiioners in the country for the new fiibfidy, his 
** Majeily d^ fired them to life their endeavours to make it ef- 
** fedual, and fuitable to their intentions ; and willicd them 
to alliire their neighbours, that he would employ the monies 
entirely towards the payment cf hia debts.'* 


Speech by the Lord Chancellors^ February 4, 1673. 

My Lords, and you, the Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles, 
of the Houfe CoiY^Nis, 

■JjrlS Majefty hath commanded me to tell you, that he hath 
many things to fay to yo« : but he thinks not this a pro- 
per time, but will defer it till the Houil: of Commons he com- 
pleted with a new Speaker; for hi Majefty hath, iince the 
Jaft feflion, as a mark of his favour to his Houfe of Commons, 
2nd that he might reward fo good a lervant, taken their late 
fpeaker, Sir Edward Turner, to be Lord Chief Baron of l!ie 
Exchequer, and called him by writ to be an aftiftant to this 
Houfe. I am therefore commanded to acquaint you. Gentle- 
men of the Houfe of Commons, that it is the King’s plea- 
fure you repair to your Houfe, and cleft a clifciLCt, wife, and 
learned man ; who, after he hath been by yon prcftnied, and 
that prefentation admitted by his Majefty, lhall then polCfs 
the office of your common mouth and fpeaker. And the King 
is pleafedto be here to-morrow in the atternoon, to rccci\e the 
prefentment of him accordingly. 


Speck by Sir Job Charlton^ Speaker of the Houfe of Commonty 

5, 1O73. 

Moll Gracious Sovereign, 

^HE knights, citizens, and burgefles, of your Houfe of 
Commons, in obedience to yotir royal command, have 
proceecded to the choice of a Speaker. They have among 
them many worthy perfons eminently qualified for fo great a 

tnift » 
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tnift ; yet, with too favourable an eye, have cad it upon me, 
\vho am really confeious to myfclf of many infirmities, ren- 
dering me much unfit for fo great an employment. And al- 
though my endeavours of cxculing myfclf before them have 
not been fuccefsful, yet they have been fo indulgent as lo per- 
mit me to continue my endeavoiiis therein before your Ma- 
jefty’s moft piercing and difccniing judgment. 

The veneration due to Majclly, which lodgeth in every 
loyal bread, makes it not an eafy matter to fpeak before 
your Majcdy at any time, or in any capacity. But to fpeak 
before your Majtlly in your exaltation, thus glorionlly fup- 
ported and attended, and that as Speaker of your Houfe of 
Commons, recpiiies greater ablliticb than I can pretend to 
own. * 

I am not aid) witliont fear that the public affairs, wherein 
your Majc'i'ly and your kingdom in this jundture of time are fo 
highly concerned, may receive detriment through my weakrefs. 

1 therefore, w iih a plain humble* heart, proflrate at your 
royal feet, bcfecch that you w ill ( omn -jod them to review what 
they have done, and lo proceed to *ano/her eledion. 


Then the* Lord Chancellor, by dirciSlions from his Majefty, 
returned this anfwcr : 

Mr. Serjeant Charlton, 

King hath very attentively heard your diferect and 
handfomc difcoin fc, whereby you cmleaxour to cxcufe and 
difablc yourfelf for the place of Speaker : in anfwcr whereof, 
bis Majedy I'.ath commanded me to fay 'to yon, that he doth in 
no fort admit of the fame ; for his Majcdy hath had l6ng ex- 
perience of your abilities, good affedtian, integrity, and refo- 
lution, in fevcral emfdovmcnts of great trud and weight. He 
knows you have been long a Parliament man, and therefore 
every way filled and qualified for the employment. Bcfides, 
he cannot difapprovc the eledion of tiiis Houfe of Commons, 
cfpecially when they have exprelfcJ fo much duty in chufing' 
one worihy and acceptable to him. And ihcretorc the King 
doth allow of the eledion, and admits you for Speaker. 


Whereupon Mr. Speaker made this roply. 

Great Sir, 

C INCE it is your gracious plcafurc not to accept of my luim- 
^ bleexcufc, but by your royal approbation to fix me under 
this great though honourable weight, and to think me fit to b^ 

inveded 
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invefteil with a truft of fo high a nature as tliis is ; I ^takc it^ 
in the firft place, to be incumbent upon me, that I render 
yoiv Majefty all poiliblc thanks ; ■w'hich I now humbly do, 
witli a heart full of all duty, and afFe 6 lecl with a deeper fenfc 
of gratitude than I can find w'ords to exprefs. 

Next, from your royal determinution in this affair, where- 
by you have imprinted a new charadcr upon me, 1 take cou- 
rage againft my own diffidence, and cheerfully bciul mylclf. 
with filch ftrength anil abilities as ffiall giv«., to the ferr 
vice fo gracii'iilly ailigncd me ; no way doubling that your 
Majelty will pleafe to pardon my frailties, to accept oi my 
faithful endeavours, and always to look favourably upon the- 
w^ork of your own hands. 

And now. Sir, my hrll entrance upon tins fcrvicc obliges 
me to make a few neccMl'ary, but humble petitions, on the be- 
half of your moll lo) aland dutiful Houfe of Commons : 

I. That, for oUr better attendance on the public fcrvicc, 
^^'e and our fervants may be free in onr perfons and 
eftates from arrelj^and other diilnrb inces, 

2* That, in <hu* ^ebaPes, libciiy and freedom of Ipcecli 
* be allowed us. 

3 , That, as occafifuis llTall require, your Majcfly, upon 
our humble fiiif, and at fucfi tunes as your Majclly 
fliall judge fiufonablc, will \oiichfafc us accefs lo }onr 
royal perfon. 

4 * That all onr proceedings may recci\e a favourable 
conltruiSion. 

That God who hath broiudit vou back to the throne of \onr 
fathers, and with you all our comforts, grant you a b.)ng and 
profperoiis rejgn, and lend yon viclory over all ) ’'jr enemies ; 
and every good man’s heart will fay, Amen. 

Upon which, bv his Majcfly \s further diredion, the Lord 
tliancellor faid as folio w'eth : 

Mr. Speaker, 

T^HE King’s Majefly hath heard, and well weiglicd, your 
fhort and eloquent oration ; and, in tlie hrfl place, much 
approves that you havi: with fo much advantage introduced a 
ifioiter way (jf fpcaking upon this ccxalion. His Majefly 
doth well accept of all thofe dutiful and afFeftionate expreffions 
in which you h.ue delivered your fubinillion to his royal plca- 
fure ; and looks i!j)on it as u good omen to his affairs, and as 
an evidence that the 1 loiiie of Commons have ftill the fame 
heart, that have cludln fuch a month. The conjunilure of 
i time. 
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time, the King and kingdom’s affairs require fuch a Hoiifeof 
Commons, fuch a Speaker ; for,- with reverence to tlie Holy 
Scripture, upon thisoccafion the King may fay, He that is 
not with me, is agalnfl me for he that doth not now put his 
hand and heart to fiipporl the King in the common caufe of this 
kingdom, can hartlly ever hope for fuch another opportunity, 
or find a lime to make fatibfaclion for tlie omiilion of this. 

Next, 1 am commanded by his Majcity to anfwcr your four 
pcliiions ; whereof the llrfl being the freedom of you and your 
I’ervants, your perfons and eftaies, without arrefts or other 
diiliirbancc, the King has gracioiilly pleafed to grant it, as full 
as to any of your predecciTors: thefecond, for liberty and freedom 
ot fpeecli : the third, for accefs to his royal perfon ; and the 
lourth, that your procccditigs may reccitc a favourable con- 
Unidlion ; arc all freely and fully granted by hisMajcfly. 


Then His Majeily fpakc as followeth : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, _ * 

T AM glad to fee you here this day. f would have called you 
fooner togctlier, hut that 1 was w illing to cafe you and the 
country till there were aU abfoliitc neccllMy. • 

Since you were lafl lierc, I have been forced to a mod im- 
portant, neccHary, and cxpenfive war ; and I make no doubt 
but you will give me fuitable and cffLCfiud aifidance to go 
through with it. I refer you to my declaration for the caufes, 
and indeed the neccllity ol this war; and lhall now only tell 
you, that I might have digcRed the indignities to my own per- 
fon, rather tl-aii have bnaigitt it to thi^ c*\tremily, if the intc- 
reft as well * as the honour of the whole kingdom had not been 
at ftakc , and if i had omitted this conjundliire, perhaps I had 
not again ever mtt w ith the like advantage. 

You will find, that tlte lall fupply you gave me did not an- 
fwer cxpeclallon lor tlic mds you gave it, the payment of my 
debts: thcrefoie 1 muil, in the next place, recommend them 
again to your cdpt^tial care. 

Some few days before 1 declarcil llie war, I put forth my 
declaration for imlidgtiice to iliilenters, and have hitherto 
found a good elUd ot if, by fecuring peace at home, when I 
had war abroad, riieie is one part in it that hath been fubjed: 
to mifconllnidions, which is that concerning tltc papiils ; as 
if moie liberty were granted them than to the other recufants, 
when it is plain there is Icis ; fur the others have public places 
allowed them, and I never iiiU iuled that they IhouUl have any, 
but only have the freedom of their religion in their own houfes, 

without 
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without any concoiirfc of* others. And I could not grapt them 
lei's than this, when I had extended fo Diiich more grace to 
others, mort of them having been loyal, and in the fervice of 
me and of the King, my father; and in the whole courfe of 
this indulgence, I do not intend that it fliall any \vay preju- 
dice the church, but 1 will fupport its rights, and it in its full 
power. Having faid this, I lhall take it very ill to receive 
contradiflion in what I have done. And, I W'ill deal plainly 
with you, lam refolvcd to Hick to my declaration. 

There is one jealoufy moic, that is inalicioidly fpread abroad, 
and yet To weak and frivolous that 1 once thought it not of mo- 
ment enough to mentit^n, but it may have gotten fome ground 
with fome well-minded people ; and that is, that the forces I 
have raifed in this war were dcfigncd to controiil law and pro- 
perty. I wiili I had had more forces lall fummer ; the want 
of them then convinces me I muft raife more agaiiiH this next 
fpring ; and I do not doubt but you will conlidcr them in your 
fup plies. ^ • 

1 will conclude with ^is aflurance to you, that I will pre- 
ferve the true rcformqp pVotcllant religion, and the church 
sCs it is now ellabliihed in this kingdom, and that no man's 
property or liberty lhall ever be invaded. 

1 leave the relt to the Chancellor. 


Then the Lord Chancellor fpake as follows: 

My Lords, and you, the Knights, Citizens, and Burge lies, 
of the Houfe of Commons, 

^T^HE King hath fpoken fo fully, fo excellently w^ell, and fo 
like himfelf, that you are not to expcdl much from me. 
There is not a w^ord in his fpccch that hath not its full weiglit 
and I dare with aifurance fay, will have its effeft with you. 
His Majefty had called you fooncr, and his affairs required 
it, but that he was refolvcd to give you all the eafe and 
vacancy to your own private concerns, and tlic people as much 
refpite from payments and taxes, as the nccellUy of his bufinefs, 
or their prefervation, would permit. And yet (w'hich I can- 
not but here mention to you) by the crafty irifinuaiions of 
fome ill-affeftcd perfons, there have been fpread Hrange and 
defperate rurr\purs, which your meeting together this day hath 
fufficiently proved both malicious and falfe. 

His Majcfty hath told you, that he is now engaged in an 
important, very expcnfive, and indeed a war abfolutcly ncccf- 
fary and unavoidable. He hath referred you to his declaration, 
W'herc you will find the pcrfonal indignities by pidlures and 

medals. 
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medals, and other public affronts his Majefty hath received 
from the States ; their breach of treaties both in the Surinam 
and Eafl India bufinefs \ and at laft they came to that height of 
infolence, as to deny the honour and right of the flag, though, 
an undoubted jewel of this crowm, never to be parted with^ 
and by' them particularly owned in the late treaty of Breda, and 
never contefted in any age. And whilft the King firft long ex- 
^pedled, and then Iblemnly demanded fatisfaflion, they difputed 
his title to it in all the courts of Chrillcndom ; and made great 
offers to tlie French King, if he would Hand by them aiainlt 
us. Blit the MoH Chriiiian King too well remembered what 
they did at Munftcr, contrary to fo many treaties and folemn 
engagements, and how dangerous a neighbour they were to all 
crowned heads. 

The King and his minifters had here a hard lime, and lay 
every day under new obloquies: fometimes they v. ere re- 
prefented as felling all to France for money to make tliis war ; 
Port fin oiith, Plymouth, and Hull wore to be given into the 
French hands, for caution. The next' day news came, that 
I'rancc and Holland were agreed. ” Uhen the obloquy was 
turned from treachery to folly- The mlnifters were now fools, ’ 
that foiTic days before, were vdlaiiis. And indeed the colFee- 
houfes were not to be 'blamed for their lalt apprehci-^i-^ns, 
lince, if that conjunclion had taken effect, then England j;ad 
been in a far worfe cafe than now it is, and the war had been 
turned upon us. But botli Kings, kr.owing their interctl, rc- 
folved to join againll <hem, who were ihe common enemies to 
all monarchies, and f may fay, cfpcciaMy to our’s, their only 
competitor tor trade and power at fea, and who only Hand in 
their tvay to an univerfal empire as great as Rome. This the 
States iindcrltood 1.: wch, and iiad fwallowed fo deep, that, 
under all their prefent clitUel ^ and danger, they are fo intoxi- 
caied with tliai vafl ambition, that they ilight a treaty, and 
refufe a ceffation. 

All this you and the whole nation faw before the laH war; 
but it coiilil not then be fo well limed, or our alliances fo well 
made. But you judged aright, that at any rate, dclcnda eji 
CarihagOy that government was to be brought down ; and 
therefore the King may well fay to you, ’tls your war. He 
took his mcafurcs from you, and they were juli: and right ones; 
and he experts a fuitable aihllance to fo ncccirary and expen-* 
five an action, which he hath hitherto inainlaiiu.d at his own 
charge, and w'as unwilling cither to trouble )ou, or burthen 
the country, until it came to an inevitable nccellity. And his 
Majefly commands me to tell you, that unlefs it be a certain 
fum, and fpeedily raifed, it can never aiifwtT the occafion. 

VoL. I. M My 
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My Lords and Genilemen, 

Reputation is the great fupport of war or peace. This war 
had never begun, nor had the States ever flighted the King, or 
i^ver refufed him fatisfadlion, neither had this war continued to 
this day, or (iibflfled now, but that the States were deceived in 
their mcafures, and apprehended his Majefty in that great want 
of money, that he miifl fit down under any affronts, and was?, 
not able to begin or carry on a war. Nay, at this day, the States 
fupport rhemrclves amongfl their people by this only falfeliood, 
that they arc nlliired of the temper of England, and of the Par- 
liament, and that you will not fupply the King in this war ; and 
that if ihc) can hold out till your meeting, they will have new 
life, and may take new meafures.’* here are lately taken 
two ot their principal agents, with their credentials and iii- 
ftnid ions to this purpofe, who arc now in the Tower, and 
lhall be proceeded againlt according to the law of nation^. 
But the Kir?g ih lufficiently aiUired of his people : knows joii 
better; and can never^oubt his Parliament. This had not 
been mentioned, but ^to you of what importance the 

^ranknefs and feafonablenefs of this fupply is, as well as the 
o* it. Let me fay, the King hath brought the States to 
that '^.^ndition, that your hearty conjundion at this time, in 
his Majcrty, will make them never more formidable 
or dangerous to England. And if, after this, you 
luflcr tl’.em to get up, let this be remembered, the States o( 
Holland are England’s eternal enemy, both by intcrell and 
inclination. 

In the next place teethe fupply for the carrying on of the war. 
Ills Majelty recommends to you the taking care of his debts. 
What you gave the lafl feffion, did not near anfwer your own 
cxpedalion, Befidcs, another conflderablc aid you defigncd 
his Majeiiy was unfortunately lull in the birth ; fo that the 
King was forced, tor the carrying on of his affairs, much againlt 
his will, to put a flop to the payments out of the Exchequer. 
He faw the preflurcs upon himfelf, and growing inconvenien- 
cles to his people, by great intereft *, and the difference, tliroui^li 
all his b'lfinefs, between ready money and orders. "^J his gave 
the King tlie neccflity of that proceeding, to make ufe ot his 
revenue, which hath been of fo great effeft in this war. 
But, thoijgik he hath put a flop to the trade and gain of the 
bankers, yet he w'ould be unwilling to ruin them, and opprefs 
fo many tju.ilics as are concerned in ihofe debts. JBcfldes, it 
were too d.fproportionjble a burthen upon many of his good 
lubjeft*?. Iflit neither the bankers nor tlicy have reafon to 
complain, if you now take thi:m into your care, and they have 

oaid 



( 163 ) 

pulJ them what wa<; diic to them when the flop v/a<5 made, with 
fix percent, interelt from that lime. The King is very much' 
concerned both in honour and interefl: to fee ihi; done ; and yet 
he dcfires you not to mif-time it, but that it may hare only the 
fecond place ^ and that you will lirfl fettle what you iiitend 
about the fupply. 

His Majeity hath fo fully vindicated bis declaration from 
that calumny concerning the papifls, that no reafoiiable fcrnple 
can be made by any good man. He hath fuflicienily judined it 
by the lime it was publilhed in, and the efFeds he hath had 
from it; and might hdve done it more, from the agreeablenefs 
of it to his own natural difpofition, which no good Engliflirnan 
can wilh other tlian it is. He loves not blood, nor rigorous fc- 
veriiics ; but where mild or gentle w'ays may be ufed by a wif« 
prince, he is certain to chufe them. The church of England 
and all good priUeflants have rcafou to rejoice in fuch a head» 
and fucli a defender. His Majefty doth declare his care and 
concerns for tlic church, and will maintain them in all tlieir 
rights and privileges, equal if not J^c)*)nd any of his predecef- 
fors. He was born and bred up in ik; it was that his father 
died for ; wc all know how greapemptaiions and offers he re- 
li fled abroad, when hetwas in his lowcft condition he 
thinks it the lionourof his reign, that he hath been the rtilOTcr of 
the church : it is that he will ever maintain, and hopes to leave 
to pollerity in greater luflrc, and upon furer grounds than our 
anceftors ever faw it. But his Majctty is not convinced that 
violent ways are the interefl of religion, or of the church. 

There is one thing more that I am commanded to fpcak to 
you of, w'hlch is, the jealoufy that hatlt been foolilhly fpread 
abroad, of the forces the King hath raifed in this war ; wherein 
the King hath opened himfelf freely to you, and confefl’cd the 
fault on the other hand : for if this lull fummer had not proved 
miracle of llorms and tempefls, fuch as fecured their Eaft India 
fleet, and protefted their fea coafls from a dofeent, nothing but 
the true reafon (want of money) could have julH lied thedc.'Lcl 
in the number of our forces, ’Tis that his Majcfly is providing 
for againft the next Tpring, having given out orders for the 
railing of feven or eight regiments more ot h>oi, under the com- 
mand of pcifons of the greateft fortune and quality. And I am 
carncflly to recommend to you, that in your fupplics you will 
take into your confideralion this neccirary addition*of charge. 

And alter his Majefly’s conclufion of his fpeech, let me 
conclude, nay, let us all conclude, with blc fling God and the 
King: let us blcfs God, that he hath given us fuch a King, to * 
be the repairer of our breaches both in church and flatc, and 
the reftorcr of our paths todwxll in ; that, in the midll of w^ar 
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and miferj', which rage in oiir neighbour countries, o*ir gar- 
ners are full, and there is no complaining in our (Ireets ; and 
man can hardly know there is a war : let us hlcfs God, that 
hath given this King lignally the hearts of his people, and mo(i 
particularly of this Parliament, who, in their alFeftion and 
loyally to their prince, have exceeded all their prideccllbrs ; a 
Parliament withwnom the King hath many years lived with- 
all the careffes of a happy marriage. Has the King had a cjiu 
cern ? You have wedded it. Has his Majefly wanted fup- 
plies ? You have readily, checriully, ci.d fully provided tor 
them. You have relied upon the w ifdom and couduft ot his 
Majefty in all his affairs, io that you ha\c never attempted to 
exceed your bounds, or to impofe upon him : whdil the King, 
on the other hand, hath made your counfcls tlie foLindalioii of 
all his proceedings i and hath been fo tender of you, tliat he 
hath upon his own revenue and credit endeavoured to fupport 
even foreign wars, that he might be leaft uneafy to you, or 
burthenfome to his people. And let me fay, that though this 
marriage be according u> Mofes’ law. where the luilbaiid can 
give a bill of divorce, put her away, and take arjother, yet, I 
^an affure you, it is as iinpoJiible for the King to part w iili tltis 
Parfe .iiCiit , as it 's f<*r )ou id depart f»-om that loyalty, affec- 
tion, Vnd dutiful behaviour, you have hitherto (hewed io»vards 
him. 

Let us blefs the King for taking away all our fears, and 
leaving no room for jcaloufies ; for thofe aifuranccs and pro- 
mifes he hath made us. Let us blefs Gotl and the King, that 
our religion is fafe; that the church of England is ilic care of 
our prince ; that ParMements are fafe ^ that our properties and 
libcnics are fafe. What more halli a good Engl ilh man to alk, 
but that this King may long reign ; and that this triple alliance 
of King, Parliament, and People, may ne\er be diifolved i 


After this, hi.-, Majefty fpake to this effed : 
thing I forgot to nun ion to yon, which happened 
during this prorogation : I did give order that fome writs 
might ilfuc out, for the election of members inftcad of thofe 
that are dead, to the end the Houfe might be full at their 
meeting ; and I am miftaken if this be not done according to 
former prccdUents : but I defirc that you fall not to any other 
bufinefs till you have examined that particular; and 1 doubt 
not but precedents will jullify what is done. I am as careful 
of all your privileges as of my own prerogative. 
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Ptlillon and Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons to the Kingy 
Februaty 44, 1673. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majcfty’s moit loyal and faithful fubjedls, the 
^ ^ Commons aiVcmblcd in Parliament, do, in the hrft place, 
as in all duty bound, return your Majeity our molt humble and 
hearty thanks for the many gracious piomifes and alTurances 
which your Majeity hath fcveral times, during this prefcnt 
Parliament, gi\cn to us, that your Majefty would fccure and 
maintain unto us the true reformed proteltant religion, our li- 
berties and properties: uhich moll gracious aluirances your 
jVIajedy hath, out of your great goodncls, been pleafed to re- 
new unto us more particularly, at the opening of this prefent 
fellion of Parliamenl. 

And further, we crave leave humbly to reprefent, that we 
have, with all duty and e\pcdltion, Jnken into our confidera- 
tion fcveral parts of your Majeliy's laff fpecch to us, and withal 
the declaration therein mentioned. .•foi indulgence to dilFentcrs, 
dated the hftcentli of March lalt : and%we find ourfelves bouivi 
in duly to iitlorm your Majefty, that pHi\;;il Itatutcs, in ma^?s 
cvcleliallical, cannot b^ furpendeJ but by aft c(f 

We therefore, the knights, citizens, and burgefies,-of your 
Majefly’s Houfe of Coiiimons, do moft humbly befeech your 
Wajelly, that the faid laws may have their free courfc, until it 
(hall be otherwife provided for by act: of Parliament : and that 
your Majelly would gracioufly be pleafed to give fuch direc- 
tions licrein, that no apprelienfions or jcalouiies may remain 
in the hearts of your Majelly 's good autl faichful fubjefts. 


Flis AlujtJlfs AnJiL'cr to the Pditlon and Addrcf^ 
Ftbiuaty 7 .^^ *^ 73 . 

CiTARi.r^s Rkx. 

TTlS Majefty hath received an addrefs from you; and he 
hath ferioullv conlidercd of it, and rcturneth vou this an- 
fwer : 

That he is very much troubled, tliat that declaration, which 
he put out for ends fo necelfary to the cjiiict of his kingdom, 
and tTpecially in that conjuiifture, ihould hale proved the 
caiife of difquict in his Houfe of Commons, and give occafioa 
to the queftioning of bis power in ecclefiallics, which he finds 
not done in the reigns of any of his anceftors* He is fure he 
never had thoughts of iifing it otherwife than a& it hath been 
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tritriifted in hijn, to the peace and eftablifhment of the church 
of Eui^laijd, and the cafe of all his Aibjcds in general : neither 
doth he pretend to the right of fiifpending any laws, wherein 
the properties, rights, or liberties, of any of his fiibjcfts arc 
concerned ; nor to alter any thing in the cllablilhcd doftrine 
or clifcipline ol the church or England : but his only defign in 
this Wdh. to take otF the penalties the (latiites inflidl upondif- 
fenters ; and which he believes, when well confidercd of, you 
yourfclvcs would not wilh executed according to the rigour 
and letter of the law. Neither hath he done this with any 
thought of avoiding or precluding the advice ol his Parliament : 
and if any bill fhall be otfered him, which lhall appear more 
proper to attain the aforehiid ends, and feciire the peace of 
the church and kingdom, when tendered in due manner to him, 
,he will flicw' how readily he w'ill concur in all ways that lhall 
appear good for the kingdom. 

Given at the court at Whitehall, the twenty-fourth of 
February, 1672-3. 


Zhanks of ike Heufe r ' CcmmzKs fir his AlojtJlf s , 

^ fLbyiuoy' 2 i>y 1673. 

Mart Gracious Sovereign, 

your Majeiiy’s moll: hiuublc and loyal fnbjccls, the 
^ knights, citi/ens, and burgellcs, in this prefent Parlia- 
ment airembled, do render to your flicrcd Majcily our moll 
dutilul thanks, for that, to oiir unfpeakablc comfort, your Ma- 
jefty hath been plcafcd fo often to reiterate unto us thofe gra- 
cious promifes and alVufanccs of maintaining the religion now 
eftabli tiled ; and the liberties and properties t)f your people : 
and we do not in the Icall meafurc doubt, but that your Ma- 
jefty had the fame gracious intentions, in giv ing faiisfadlion to 
your Aibjedls, by yoiir aiifwtr to our lad petition and addrels ; 
yet, upon a feriou^ confideralion thereof, vve find, that the faid 
anfwer is rot fuffieient to clear the appfehenfions that may 
judly remain in the minds of your people, by your Majefty’s 
having claimed a power to fufpend penal datiitcs, in matters 
ecclelifidical ; and which your Majclly does dill feem to alfcrt 
in the faid anfwer, to be intruded in the crown, and never 
quedioned in the reigns of any of y(»iir ancedors : wherein w'c 
humbly concuve, your Majcdy hath been very much mifin- 
ftsirmed ; fince no fiich power was ever claimed or cxercifcd 
by any of your Majedy’s predeccllors : and if it Ihould be ad- 
mitted, might tend to the interrupiing of the free courfe of the 
laws, and altering the legdlatiye powxr, which hath always 

been 
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been adknowledged to refide in your Majefty, and your t^o 
Houfcs of Parliament. 

We do therefore, with an unanimous confcnt, become again 
moft humble fuhors unto your facred Majelty, that you would 
be plcafed to give us a full and fatisfadory anfwer to our faid 
petition and addrefs : and that your Majefty would take fuch 
elFedual order, that the proceedings in this matter may not, 
fpr the future, be drawn into confequence or example. 


Hh AJojiJty^s mojt gracious Speech to the Iloufc of Peer 
March 1, 1673* 

My Lords, 

*^011 know that, at the opening of this fclfion, I fpakc here 
^ to your fatisfaflion : it hath notwithllanding begotten a 
greater difquict in the Houfc ot Commons than I could have 
imagined. 

I received an addrefs from them* which I looked not for; 
and I made them ananfwcr that ought to have contented them; 
but, on the contrary, they have mavic me a reply, ot fuch .a 
nature, that I cannot think lit to proX^^ any further in tljis 
matter without your acWicc. ^ 

I have commanded the Chancellor to acquaint you ;,7ith all 
the tranfadion, w'hcrein you will find both me and yourfelves 
highly concerned. I am fenfible for what relates to me ; and 
I alTiire you, my Lords, 1 am not kfs fo for your privileges 
and the honour of this Houfe. 


Atldicfs of Thanhs hy the Hoiijc of Peers to bis AlajeJiy, 

the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament af- 
fcmblcd, do unanimoully prefent to your facred Majefty 
our moft humble thanks, for having been pleafed to communi- 
cate to us what hath palfcd between your Majefty and the 
Houfc of Commons ; whereby you have gracioufly offered tis 
the means of fltewing our duty to your Majefty, and of affert- 
ing the ancient juft rights and privileges of the Houfe of .Peers, 


yoint Addrefs of both Houfcs to the • 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

TT^E, your Majefty ’s moft loyal fiibjeds, the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parlia- 
ment alfcmblcd, being very fenfible of the great dangers and 
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mifchicfs that may arifc within this your Majefty’s re;^]m, by 
the incrcafe of Popifh rccufants amongft us ; and confidering 
the great refori ot prieds and jefuits into this kingdom, who 
daily endeavour to feduce your Majedy’s fiibjcdls from their 
religion and allegiance ; and how defirous your loyal fiibjc6ts 
arc, that no Popiih recufanis be admitted into employments of 
truft and profit, and erpccially into military commands over 
the forces now in your Majefty’s fervicc j and having a tender 
regard to the prefervation of your Majefty’s perfon, and the 
peace and tranquillity of this kingdom, do in all humility 
deft re ; 

That your Majclly would be plcafcd to ilfiie out your royal 
proclamation, to command all priefis and jefuits (other than 
fiich as, not being natural-born fubjecls to jour iVhjjcIly, are 
obliged to attend upon your royal confort ilie to depart 

within thirty days out of this your Majefiy’s k'lngJnm ; and 
that if any pried or jefuit (liall happen to be taken in England 
after the expiration of the faid lime, that the laws be put in 
due execution againd them; and that your Mujtdy \\ oiild 
pieafe, in the faid proclalna'ilon, to command all judges, judiccs 
pf the peace, ni ay orsy'* bailiffs, and other oiliecrs, to put the 
f*ri<na3^ji) execution accordingly. 

Tlj^your Majedy would likewife l^e pleafed, that the Lord 
Chancellor of England fliall, on or beiore the five and iwen- 
tleth day of March inftant, ilfuc out cuinmidions of ilL.i:mus 
pQteJtaUm to the judge advocate and commilfarics of the muf- 
ters, and fuch other perfons as he fliall think fit (not being 
officers commanding foUliers,) to tender the oaths of allegiance 
jind I'lpicmacy to all officers and foldler? now in your Alajedy's 
fervicc and pay ; and ihra fuch as refufe the faid oaths may be 
immediaiily difbanded, and not allo\ved or continued in any 
pay or penlion ; and that the Chancellor (hall require due re- 
turns to be made thereof within fomc convenient time after the 
ifluing out of the faid commiflions. 

That the faid commiilaries of the miiflers bo commande l 
and enjoined, by your Majefty’s warrant, upon the penalty of 
lofing their places, not to permit any officer to be imiftercd in 
the fcrvice and pay of your Majefty, until he (ball have taken 
the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy, and received ilte Sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s fiippeu according to the laws and ufage of 
the church oj' England ; and that every foldier fcr' lng at land 
fhall take the faid oaths before his firft muftcr, and receive the 
facrament in fuch manner betorc his fccond muftcr. 

And this we prefent in all dutifulnefs to your Majefty’s 
princely w ifdom and conlidcration, as the beft means tor tiie 
fatisfying and compofing the minds of your loyal fubiefts ; 
' / ' humbly 
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^unibly dcfiring your Majefty gracioudy to accept of this oiir 
petition, as proceeding from hearts and aiFe^ions entirely de- 
voted to your Mujefty's fervice, and to give it your royal ap- 
probation. 

His A 1 oj€fiy\ meft gracious Speech y Alarch 8, 1673. 

My T.ord'^ and Gentlemen, 

^ ESl’ERDAY yon prefented me nn addrefs, as the belt 
means for the fatistying and compofmg the minds of my 
fubjedls ; to which 1 freely and readily agreed : and 1 (hall 
take care to fee it pe: tormed accordingly. 

J hope, -ni the oilier fide, you, (lentlcmcn of the Houfe of 
Commons, will do your part; for 1 mnii: put you in mind, it 
is near five \vctks fince 1 demaiKLd a fupply ; and what you 
voted iinaiunioiilly upon it, did bo»h give hte to my affairs at 
liome, and dilhcartencd my enemies abroad : but the feeming 
dcla) it hath* met withal fincc, hath made them take newr 
courage ; and they are now prep^rii^g for this next fummer 
a greater fleet (as they fay) than ever dtey had yet ; fo that, if 
the fupply he not very fpeedily <|ifpatcnbjj, it will be altogether 
ineffcClual; and the ftfety, honour, and *2rgund, 

muii of neccliity be expofed. Pray lay this to heart let 
not the fears and jcaloufies of feme draw an inevitable ruin 
upon us all. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

If any fcruplc remain with you concerning the fufpenfion 
of penal laws, I here faithfully promifc you, that what hath 
been done in that particular fliali not for the future be drawn 
ciilier into confcciucncc or example ; and as I daily exped 
from you a bill for my fupply, fo, I alfurc you, I lhall as wiU 
lingU receive and pafs any other vou fliall offer me, that may 
tend to the giving }ou fatisfaefion in all your juft grievances. 


Then, the Lord Chancellor reported, that both Houfes waited 
upon tlic King jellcrday, and prefented him w’ith the ad- 
drefs agaiuit the grow th of popery ; and his Majefty hath 
been plcafcd lo return this anfwxT : 


My Lords and Gentlemen, * 

T DO heartily agree with you in your addrefs, and (hall give 
fptedy order to have it put in execution ; there is one part 
to w'hicli 1 believe it is not your intention that it ftiould ex- 


* Orig. meet. 


tend ; 
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fend ; for I can fcarce fay thofe arc in my pay that arc prc- 
fently to be employed abroad ; but a& for all the other parts, I 
iball take care it lhall be done as you dcfire. 

After which, the Lord Chancellor faid, “ He had fomewhat 
snore to impart to the Houfc, by the K^ng^s command ; which 
was, that his Majcfty lall night, having fpoken with fevera! 
members of both Houfes, found fome dilfatisfaiilion remained 
Concerning hisanfx* cr to their addrefs, in the particular of lljc 
olncerfi to be employed abroad ; of w liich number he had five 
or fix that were of the befl ofiicers of France or Flanders ; 
and, bcim: his (nvn fiibjeci*;, he hath been very felicitous to 
get : but if that hrefd any umbrage, the King commanded him 
lo let them kn(»\\; ‘I'at he itTolves to give both his Houfes full 
fatlsfa^lion to fheir {lelircs/' 

“ There was anothei prirti.mlar, - the Lord Chancellor fatd) 
lie thought fit to acquaint them w ilii ; which, though it was 
ly his iVIajelly’s leave, vci it was in>i by Ill's command ; how- 
ever, he thought it his i^iuty to acquaint tlw 1 Ion fe with it 
(Ml. Sccrctarv Coventry intending t" acquaint the Houfc of 
Comirions with iIk fa*'*!?' -/Mlvit his ?4ajc‘(iy had the latt night, 
m purfuancf ot what Y tot’.ndtd, and n‘L\d.rucd tliis oiorn- 
c oncern Itu; theii/dlpchficn of penal laws being for the 
futnri drawn cVj.cr ii U) corifcqucnce W example, earned the 
original declaration under the great feal to be cancelled in hi'^ 
pre fence i whereof liinifelf and fc\eral other Lords ed tho 
council were witneire^.’^ 


JlffJJage from his ^Afojcf.y to the ILsafe of Ciimmons^ 
AfatJ? 24, 1673. 

Charles Rix. 

1 AM commanded by his Majefly, in purfuance of his late 
meffage, to acquaint you, that his Majclly intcrulclh ycui 
(hall rife before Ealler ; and therefore expeeds an expedition of 
fuch bills as are of mofi importance \ the bill of popery, and 
that of fupply, particuiarly : and, for fuch i>lher bills, that 
concern cither the public, or panicular, and cannot be fo foon 
ready ; that they may not receive a difappointment, his Ma- 
jefty rcfolvcth to make this an adjournment, till iht beginning 
of Oftober ; when you may continue their profecution : and, 
in the mean time, his Majcfty will take fuch care of the pro- 
teftant religion, as you lhall have no occafion to complain. 

At the court at Whitehall, this 24th day of March, 1673. 
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TCwa Addrejja hy the Commons to the Kingy March 25, 167J. 

your Majefty*s moll loyal fiibjefts, the Commons, in 
^ ^ this prefent Parliament alFcmbled, conceiving ourfelves 
bound, in necelFary duty to your Majedy, and in difeharge of 
the iriiil repofed in us, truly to inform your Majedy of the 
efiale of this your kingdom ; and, though we are abiuidantlyi 
fatished that it hath always been your royal will and plcafnre; 
that your fiibje6ls Ihould be governed according to ihc laws 
and cudoms of this realm ; yet finding, that contrary to your 
Majedy’s gracious intentions, fome grievances and abufes are 
crept in ; wc crave leave humbly to reprel'ent them to your 
Majedy’s knowledge ; and to defire. 

That the impolition of twelve pence a chaldron upon coal, 
for the providing of convoys, by virtue of an order ot council^ ^ 
<lated the filieenth of May 1672, may be recalled ; and all 
bonds, taken by virtue thereof, canceWed. 

That your Majedy’s proclamation of the fourth of Decem- 
ber 1672, for prevention of difofdcfs which may be com- 
iviitted by foldiers ; and W'hereby the ll^ldicrs, now in youj 
Majedy’s fervicc, arc, ^ a mannt*r, excirff^VdL lb'' 
nary courfc of judicc, may likewife be recalled. 

And, whereas great complaints have been made, out of feve- 
ral parts of this kingdom, of divers abufes committed in quar 4 
teriiig of foldiers, that your Majedy would be pleafed to give 
order to redrefs thofc abufes; and, in particular, that no fol- 
diers be hereafter quartered upon any private houfes ; and that 
due fatisfailion may be given to the innj^eepeis and vi£luallcrs 
w here tliey lie, before they remove. 

And, iince the continuance of foldiers in this realm will 
neceflarily produce many inconveniencie^ to your Majefty’s 
fubjetls, wc do humbly prefent it as our petition and advice, 
that, when this prefent war is ended, all the foldiers, which 
have been railed lincc the lalt fcllion of Parliament, may be 
dilhnnded : 

That your Majedy would likewife be pleafed to confidcr of 
the irregularities and abufes of prelling fi-Uiiers; and to give 
order for the prevention thereof for the future. 

And, although it hath been the coiirfe of former Parliamentg 
to deiirc redrefs in their grievances, before they proceeded to 
give a fiipply ; yet we have fo full alfurance of your Majefty’s 
tendernefs and compallion towards your people, that we humbly 
proftratc ourfelves at your Majefty’s feet with thefe our peti^ 
tions ; defiring your Majefty to take them into your princely 
confidcration, and to give fuch order for relief of the l\ibje£ks, 
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and the removing thefe preflurcs, as lliall feem beft, to your 
royal wifdom. 


W'i your Majefty's moft loyal fubje£ts, the Commons in 
this prefent Parliament alTcmblcd, taking into confi- 
deratinn the great calamities which have formerly befallen your 
Majefty’s kingdom ot Ireland from the popilh rcciifants tlierc, 
■who, tor the moll part, arc profetred enemies to the proteltant 
Tcligion, .and the Lnglilh iutereft ; and how they, making ill 
life of your Majeily's gracious difpoliiion and clemency, arc, 
at this time, grown more infoicnt and prefumptuous tlian for- 
merly, to the apparent danger of that kingdom, and yonr Ma- 
jelty’s proteflant liibjcds there ; the confccjiience thereof may 
iikewife prove very fatal to this your kingdom (»f England, if 
not timely prevented ; and having ferioiifly weighed, what re- 
medies may be moft properly applied to thefe growing dillem- 
pers, do, in all humility, prefent )our Majefty v\itli thefe our 
petitions ; 

That for eftablifliinj: quieting the polTclIions of yonr 

Majefty's fubjects iiVnhat kingdom, yonr Majefty would be 
pfsi^rej acl df fcttlemcni, and the explanatory 

act tliereiipoii ; and to recall the commilhon of inquiry into 
Irilh affairs, bearing date the fevenieeiuh of January lall ; as 
containing many ne-vv and extraordinary po\^ ers, not only to the 
prejudice of particular perfons, ^^hc»fe eilatcs aucl titles arc 
thereby made liable to be queftioned ; but, in a manner, to 
your overthrow of the fald acts of feltlcment ; and, if purfued, 
may be the occafion of great charge and attendance to many of 
your fubje^ls in Ireland; and fliakc the peace and fecurity of 
the whole kingdom. 

That your Majefty would give order, that no p.ipiil be ei- 
ther continued or admitted to be a commander or folJicr in that 
kingdofn : and, that bceaule the Irifh papifts have tnrniilicJ 
themfelves with peat quantities of arnts, that your Majefty 
would pleafe to give directions fo to difarm tliLin, that they 
may not be dangerous to the gfwernmcnt there ; and that their 
arms be brought into the public ntagazine. 

That the like order may be given, *.hat no papifts be cither 
continued, or hereafter admitted to be judges, jiiltices of the 
peace, fhtri(Fs, coroners, mayors, fovereigns, or portreves in 
that kingdo.i:. 

That the titular popifh archbiflu)ps, bifliops, \icars general, 
abbots, and all other cxcrcifing ‘ccclehaftical jurifdidion by tlie 
Pope’s authority, and in particular J^cter Talbott, pretended 
Archbifhop of Dublin, for his notoiious diiloyaliy to your Ma- 
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jelly, and difobediencc and contempt of your laws, may ba 
commanded by proclamation forthwith to depart out of Ireland, 
and all other your Majefty ’s dominions ; or otherwife to be pro- 
fecuied according to law: and that aM convents, feminaries, 
and public popiih fchools may be dilTolved and fuppreired, and 
the regular prielh commanded to depart, under the like penalty. 

That no Irilli papdis be admitted to inhabit in any corpora- 
tion of that kingdom, uiilcfs duly licenfed, according to the 
aforefaid ads of feltlcmcnt : and that your Majelly w ould be 
pleafed to recal your letters of the twenty- fixth of February 

1671, and your proclamation thereupon ; whereby general li- 
cence is given to fuch papills to inhabit in corporations there. 

"J'hat} nir Majcfly’s letter of the tivcnty-cighth of September 

1672, and the order of council therenpem, whereby your Ma- 
jeily's fubjecTs arc recpiiretl not tt» profccnlc any adions againft 
the Irifh, for any wremgs or injuries committed during the late 
rcb>cllion, may likcwife be recalled. 

That Colonel Richard Talbott, who hath notorioufly af- 
fumed to himfclf the title of agent of the Roman Catholics in 
Ireland, be immediately difmiired dut*of all command, either 
civil or irdlltary ; and forbid an acSspfs to your Mujdly’s 
court. p * • . V . 

That your Majcfiy would be plcafcd, from time to time, 
out of your princely wifdom, to give fuch further orders and 
diredions to your Lord Lieutenant, or other chief governor of 
Ireland for the time being, as may belt conduce to the encou- 
ragement of the Ecgliih pdauters, and protcllaiu iatcreft there ; 
and the fiipprellion of the inlolciicics and diforders of the Ijifn 
papids. , 

I'hcfc our humble defircs wc prefent to your Majclly, as the 
beft means to prelc/vc the peace and fdety ot that your kingdom, 
which hath been To much of late endangered by the pradlices of 
the fdid Iriili papilts, and particularly of the f.iid Rioharci and 
Peter 'Talbott ; and w^e di»ubt not but yc'ur Majclly will find 
the happ) effeds thereof, to the great farisfadion and fecurify 
of your Majedy's pciTon and governm'^nl : w nidi of all 
earthly things is moil dear to your Majdi)'s molt loyal and 
obedient fubjeds. 


jfoint jlilcl) i'fs by both Houjes^ Ma>ch 27, 1673. 

Mofl Gracious Sovereign, * 

TT^E your Majcfiy *s mofl loyal and dutiful fubjeds, the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in Par- 
liament aflcmblcd, do humbly bcfecch your Majelly, that you 
will be graciouilv plcafcd, bv your own example, to encourage 
1 ’ ^ the 
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tfie coiiftant wearing of the manufaftiires of your own king- 
doms and dominions *, and to difcountcnance fuch perfons 
(men or women in your court) as ihall wear any manutaAurcs 
made in foreign countries. 


U'n McijrJty s mojl gracious Speahy March 2gy 1673* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T THANK you very kindly for tlie fupply you liavc given 
**• me ; and, that you may fee how kindly I take it, I have 
given to my fiibjcdts a general pardon, which I have made as 
large as e\erwas granted by any of iny predeccHorsr What 
you have now left undone, 1 hope you will finiili at your next 
meeting ; and fo you may adjourn yourfelvcs to the twentieth 
day of 0£lober next. 


His A'lujtfty s mojt gracious Speech^ Oclohcr 27, 1 67 3. 

^ My Lords and GepJ^omen, 

I THOUGH'^^.Tiis clay to have wcL'omcd you with an ho- 
^ nonnible peace ; my preparations for the war, and conde- 
feenfions at the treaty, gave me great reafon to believe fo : 
but the Dutch ha^e difappoinled me in that expeftation, and 
have treated my ambaflkdors at Cologne with the contempt of 
conquerors, and not as might be cxpc6lcd from men in their 
condition. They hate other thoughts than peace. 

1 his obligcth .me to‘move you again for a fupply : the fafety 
and honour of the nation necciihrily requiring it. It mnii be 
one proportionable to the occalion. And I midl tell you befides, 
that if 1 have it not fpcedily, the mifehief will be irreparable 
in my preparations for the next fpring. 

The great experience I have had of you, Gentlemen of the 
Hoiife of Commons, will not fufFcr me to believe, that the ar- 
tifices of our enemies can pollibly di\crt you from giving me 
this fupply i or that you can tail of adjufting the proportion of it. 

I hope I need not life many words to perfuade you, that 1 am 
fteady in maintaining all the profeflions and promifes I have 
made you c oncerning religion and property : and I ihall be very 
ready to givc‘you frefli ijiiauces of my zeal for preferving the 
eftabiiflicd religion and laws, as often as any other occafion 
Ihall require. 

In the laft place, T am highly concerned to recommend to 
your fou'ide/auoa and care, the debt I owe the goldfmiths, in 
which Very many other of my good fubjedls arc involved: I 

heartily 
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heartily^ rccommehJ their condition to you ; and delire your af- 
fdtance for their relief. 


A from His MajcJiy^ O^ober 30. 1673# 

Chakles Riirc. 

TJIS Majcfty having received an addrefs from the Houfe of 
Commons, prefcnting their humble delirc, that the in- 
tended marriage between his Royal Higlinefs and the Duchefs 
of Modena be not confummated ; cominandeth this anfwer to 
be returned : 

That he percciveth the Houfe of Commons have wanted a 
full information of this matter ; the marriage not beings barely 
km ended, but completed according to the forms ufed among 
quinces, and by his royal confcrit and authority: nor could he 
ill the lead fiippofc it difagrceablc to his Houfe of Commons^ 
his Higlinefs having been, in the view of the world, for fcveral 
months, engaged in a treaty of marriage with another catholic 
priiiccfs ; and yet a Parliament held during that time, and not 
the icafl exception taken at it. ' 


Addref hy the Houfe of CummoHs, Otlebcr 31, 1673- 

your Majcfty ’s moft humble and loyal fubjeiis, the 
^ Commons, in this prefent Parliament alFcmbled, being 
tull of an aHurance of your Majcfty ^ gracious intentions to pro- 
vide for the cftabliftiment of religion, and the prefervation of 
your people in peace and fecurity ; and fcrefeyng the dangerous 
con Tcqucjiccs which may follow the marriage of his Royal 
Highnefs the Duke of York with the Princefs of Modena, or 
any other perfon of the popifh religion ; do hold ourfelvcs bound 
in confciciicc and duty to reprefcni the fame to your facred Ma- 
jelly ; (nut doubting but iliofe conftant tellimonics that we 
have given your Majcfty of our true and h^yal ailcflions to your 
facred peifoii, w ill cafily gain a belief, that thefe our humble 
defircs proceed from hearts ftill full of the fame affections to- 
ward your facred Majelly, and with intentions 10 ellablilh your 
royal government upon tliofe true fupports of the proteftant re- 
ligion, and the hearts of your people ;) v.i h all humility, de- 
liring your Majcfty to take the fame into your princely confi- 
dcration ; and to relieve your fubjeifs from thofe fears and ap- 
prehenfions wdiich at prefent they lie under, from the progrels^ 
that has been made in that treaty. 
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We do therefore humbly befeech your Majefty to (^qufiderf 
that if this marriage do proceed, it will be a means to difquiet 
the minds oi your proteltant fubjcdls at home, and to fill tliem 
with end^efs jcaloiilies and difeontents ; and will bring yoiu* 
Majedy intofucli alliances abroad, as may prove highly prejutii- 
cial, if not deftruftive, to the intereft of the very proieilant re- 
ligion itfelf. 

That we find, by fad experience, that fuch marriages have 
increafed and encouraged popery in ‘!«is kingdo^n ; and given 
opportiini’^j m priclls and jcfuiis to t!icir opinions ; 

and fediu'cd great numbers of yciir piottflant rijbj'*cts- 

And \vc do already obferve, how much that par y are ani- 
xnated wi»h the hopes of this match, which \ve!e lately clifcou- 
ragf d by your Majei!) ^ gi-acioui> collections in the lait mcttiiig 
of this Pailiamcht. 

That we greatly fear this may be an occadon to IclU n the af- 
fc6lions of llic people to hie Royal H’ghncrs, vcho is lo nearly 
related to tlic crown ; and. whole honour and clteem wc dcfiie 
miiy be always entirely preferved. 

That, for another age/ af leafi, ibis kingdom will be under 
cdntinual apprehenfionj^,)f the grov/lh of popery, and the dan* 
gcr of the 

Laftly, we confide r, that this Prince fs, having fo near a re- 
lation and kindred to many eminent perfons of the court of 
Rome, may give them great opportunities to promote their de- 
figtis, and carry on their prafticcs amongll us ; and by the fame 
means penetrate into your Majelfy’s moll fccrci councils, and 
morecafily difeover the ftatc of the whole kingdom. 

And, finding, that ^y the opinions of very many learned 
men it is generally’ admitted, that fuch treaties and coiitrads by 
proxy are diffolvable ; of which there arc fevcral inllanccs to be 
produced ; we do, in all huniblcncrs, bcfcech your Majefiy to 
put a flop to the confummation of this intended marriage : 
and this we do the more importunately defire, bccaiife w'c have 
not, as yet, the happinefs to fee any ilfue of your Majcfly*s, 
that may fuccced in the government of tfiefe kingdoms : which 
blefling we moft licartily pray Almighty God in his due time to 
beftow upon your Majefiy and thefe kingdoms, to the nnfpcak- 
able joy and comfort of all your loyal fubjcdls ; who defirc no- 
thing more than to continue under the reigns of your Majclty, 
and your royaj poficrity for ever. 


Petition 
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Pehuon pnfented to His MajeJiy^ Novmber 3, 1673, 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s nioft loyal and obedient fubjeds, the 
^ ^ Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in Parlia- 
ttient aircmbled, being paflionately fenfible of the calamitous^ 
condition of this lingdom, not only by rcafon of the war, 
wherein it is at prefent involved, but many other inteftine dif- 
ferences and divifions amongft 11s, which are chiefly occafioned 
by the undermining contrivances of popilh recufants, wh fe 
numbers and infolcncics are greatly of late increafed, and whefe 
reftlefs p rad ices threaten a fubverfion both of church and ftate, 
all which our fins have juiily deferved ; and, being now aflem- 
bled in Parliamen*, as tbr great council nf tlii- your kingdom, 
to confult on fuch means tis ^e fliall think hiu il to redrefi the 
prefent evils wherewith w.* arc furrounded : \vc do, in the firft 
place, humbly befecch your Majefly^, that, by your cfpecial 
command,' one or more days, may be forthwith folemnly fet 
apart, wherein both ourfclves, and. this your kingdom, may, 
by fafting and prayer, feek a reconciliat'on at the hands of Al-» 
mighty God ; and, with humble, and penitent hearts befeech' 
him to heal our breache#, to remove the evils lie under, and 
to avert thofe miferics wherewith we arc threatened, and con- 
tinue the mercies we yet enjoy ; and that he will be gracioufly 
plcafcd to beftow his abundant blclfing upon your Majefty, and 
this prefent Parliament, that all our counfels and confultations 
may lend to his glory, and the honour, fafety, ar.d pr rfperity, 
of your Majerty, and all your people. 


His MajtJiys moft gracious Specchy January 1674* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T^I^HEN I parted w'ith you laft, it was but for a little time, 
^ ^ and with a refolution of meeting fuddenly again : that 
'alone was enough to fatisfy my friends, they need not fear ; 
and my enemies, that they could not hope for, a breach between 
us : 1 then told you, that the time of this ftiori recefs fliould be 
employed in doing fuch things as might add to your fatjsfaftion. 

I hope I have done my part towards it ; and, if there be any 
thing elfe, which you think wanting to fecure religion or pro- 
perty, there is nothing which you fliall reafonably propofe, 
but I (hall be ready to receive it. I do nowexpeil you (hall do ^ 
your parts too ; for our enemies make vigorous preparations for 
war ; and yet their chief hopes are too difunite us at home : it 
VoL.I. N iV 
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is ihcir common difcourfe, ami they reckon upon it as their bell 
relief. 


My Loni.^ .ind Gentlemen, 

It is not pofiiblc for me to doubt your affeflions at any time, 
much lefs at fuch a time as this, when the evidences of your 
affeflions are become fo neceflary to us all. I defire you to coti- 
fider, that, as the war cannot be well made without a fupply, fo 
neither can a good peace be had without being in a polture of 
war. I am very far from being in love with war for war's 
fake but if I faw any likelihood of peace, without diihonour 
to myfelf, and damage to you, I would foon embrace it : but 
no propofals of peace have yet been oftcred, which can be ima- 
gined with intent to conclude, but only to amufe. Therefore 
the way to a good peace is, to fet out a good fleet, which wc 
have time enough to do very clFeflually, if the fupply be not 
delayed. If, after this, a peace (houlil follow, yet the fupply 
would be well given ; for, whatever remains of it, I am wil- 
ling fhoiild be appropria,ted for building more flilps. 

, To conclude, a fpe^y, a proportionable, and, above all, a 
ftheerful aid, is now niore neceflary than ever, and I rely upon 
you for it, • 

I latfdy put you in mind of my debt to the goldfmiths : I 
hope a fit time will come to take that into coniideration, 

I cannot conclude without (hewing you the entire confidence 
I have in you. I know you have heard much of my alliance 
■with France ; and, 1 believe, it hath been very ftrangely mif- 
reprefented to you, as if there were certain fecret articles of 
dangerous coiifej(|Jtence' ^ but I will make no difficulty of letting 
the treaties, and all the articles of them, without any the Icaft 
referve, to be feen by a fmall committee of both Houfes, who 
may report to you the true fcope of them : and I afliire you, 
there is no other treaty with France, either before or fince, not 
already printed, which ihall not be made known. And, having 
tbusireely trufied you, I do not doubt, but you w ill have a care 
of my honour, and the good of the kingdom. 

The. reft I refer to my Lord Keeper, 


Then the Lord Keeper fpakc to this cfFcdl: 

c 

* My Loidr^ and'yon^ the Knights^ Citizens, and Burgefles, 
of theHoufe OT (Ammons, 

^^JHE King hath alteady, in part, told you what he hath done 
for you fince the laft' recefs ; what he is ftill ready to- do ; 
and wlat it is be doth now exp.d from you ; and this in terms 

fo 
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fo fuU, •and fo obliging, fo generous, and fo fatisfadory^ that 
he, whofc afFeSions are not raifcd by that difcourfe ; ’hc, 
cannot acquiefce in the fulnefs of this aflTurance ; he, who& 
heart is not cAablifhcd by it in fuch a belief as may entirely dif-^ 
pofe him to the fcrvice of the crown, will hardly be recovexed 
to a bctti'^r difpofition by any other expedient. 

For, indeed, what belter way can be found to undeceive 
thofe who have been abuied ? the King refers you to the time 
pad, not to his promifes, but to his performances ; gives men 
leave to judge by what they fee, of what they hear ; by what 
hat!; been done fince the lad feflion, of what is offered you 
now ; and what is likely to be done for the time to come. 

And doth not every man fee, that the King hath given new 
life and motion to fuch laws as were long dead, or fad afleep i 
that he hath once more repaired the hedge about our vineyard^ 
and made it a fence indeed againd all thoie who are enemies ta 
the planting of it ; who would be glad to fee it trodden down, 
or rooted up, and liudy how to fap 'and undermine our very 
foundations. * , . 

Do you not fee, that the King hath made it his care, and 
his bufinefs, to da all that is pofTi^Ie to preferve us in our civil 
rights too? That he majees the laws of his kingdom the mea- 
fures not only of his power but his prudence f That he, fuffers 
no man to be wifer than the law ; and he thinks he cannot j udge 
of the healths or fickneffes of his date, by any better indication 
than the current of his laws ; and fuffers nothing to remain, 
that may, in the lead meafurc, hinder judice from flowing in 
its due and proper channels ? 

A very few indances, of many that might 
to demondrate it. 

If the convidion of all recufants, and bringing them under 
the penal laws, can fupprefs popery; 

If^, without daying for the forn>s of law, in points of coa* 
vi£lion, the prefent forbidding of all papids, or reputed papifts, 
to come to court, and the extending, this prohibition to his 
royal palace at St. James’s, be enough to difcountenance them ; 

If the not extending his prerogative beyond its due limits can 
fecure your liberties ; 

If his Majedy’s lelTeningand reducing all bis land forces, 
and maintaining fo few extraordinary, that they will fcarce be 
enough to help to man his fleet this fummer, can eKtin|;uiih the 
fears of ^ danding army ; " ' ^ 

If a rigorous and fevere prolecution at law, of all the crooere^ 
and foldiers in his Majedy’s ordinary guards, when they mif- 
behave themfelves towards the meaneft fubjedks, can fociira 
your properties; 

N a 'If 
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If the abrogation of all the privileges from arrefts^ which 
were claimed by his Majejly’s feryants extraordinary, who 
are very numerous, can prevent the delays and obdniflions 
of juilice ; 

Then fiirely his Majeily has reafon to believe, that nothing 
is wanting which can lawiiilly be done, or modeftly be wilhed, 
either for )our iVli^^ac^ion or your fecurity. 

Thcfe are not fingle and tranfinn arts, but fiich arts as 
flow from habits; thcfe are not leaves and blolfoms, but 
true, folid, and lulling fruits. Long, long, may that royal 
tree live and tiouriih upon which thefe fruits do grow ! 

And yet his Majelly’s indulgence to you refls not here. He 
gives you leave to lludy and contrive your own afliirance; and if 
you think you want any further feciirity, if any thing have 
efcaped his Majclly’s care, (who meditates notlnng more than 
your prefeivalion) ypu fee you haye free leave to make any 
reafonable propolilion ; and his gracious promife that he will 
receive it. 

This is a fatisfartion equal to all yOur w iflies : now, if ever 
your joys are full, iln^e wants no more to the improvement 
of this hnppinelV., but' the wifdom of the Parliament, to ufc 
thefe advantages- due moderation. ^ 

If therefoie, upon inquiry, you fliall think it needful to 
apply any otlfcr remedies, it is extremely to be w ilhed, that 
thofe remedies may be few ; and withal, that they ina^y be 
gentle and cafy too. 

For they that are fick, perifli as often by too many remedies, 
as by none at all ; but nunc fall fo fatally and fo finally as 
they, who, bsing^ntesrd into fome degree of convakfcencc, rc- 
folve to recover in an inftant; and had rather make fomc great 
effort, or try fome bold experiment upon thcmfelves, than ob- 
ferve the methods, or attend thofe gradual progrcflions, vviiicli 
are neceflTary to perfert that health, and complete that recovery. 

1 mud not omit one inftance more of his Majefty’s care for 
yon; and that it is the great induflry and application of mind, 
which his Majefty hath ufed all along, in hopes to obtain, by 
this time, (if it had been poilible) an honourable and a jud 
peace. 

A very few words will ferve to give you the whole dedurtion 
of it, from the firft original to this prefent moment. 

Much time was fpent in agreeing the places of treaty, 
whete &utch were gratified in their defircs ; and the city 
of Cmogne is accepted for the place. 

When his Majefty's am balfadors arrived there, the very firfl 
meeting with thofe from the States General made it evident, 
that their plenipotentiaries came not with any intention to 

enter 
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enter upon a ferious treaty, but only to draw the matter out in 
length, until their affairs might meet v.’ith a better and more 
pkafing conjun6)^ure. 

For ihcir very credentials or plenipotentiaries were fo pen- 
ned, that there were no lefs than four grofs eqiiivocati - ns in 
the body of them ; which was fo manifeft, and without all 
reply, that they were fain to fend to their mailers at the 
H'ague, to get them mended. 

And that which gave greateft offence of all, and wns pur- 
pofeiy done for that end, was the preamble ; wherein they 
take upon tJiem lo bee the <p:effion, to dcfire the jufiice of the 
caiife, and to ainrin liy'li matters of fadl as they had reafon to 
believe w^ould neve: be admitted. 

No arfuiircnts ot onr ambaffadors, no inftance of the me- 
diators, though never fo importunate, could prevail then, or 
ycl prcv?d to have it altered. 

1 hi. treaty ihoiild naturally have ffopped here, but that his 
Majcff y was refolvcd to give a beginning to it ; and which 
was all that could be done, fijffer,ed his ambafladors to enter 
upon it with a prot^ ffaiion. » 

Our •.l.’T antis arc no fooner given ift, but prefcntly two of 
the O itch andriiradc r Jgo away to the Hagde, on pr.tence to 
com- h 'hch inallers , where they (laid a full month i.viihout 
any b’nd cd atifw'cr given, or exceptions taken, to hisMijefty’s 
denuincis. or any the leail tlep made in this negociation. 

Wl’cn they came luck, their yi'fwer was a remonftrance 
rather than an anfver *, and fuch u rcmonftrahcc, as was fitter 
for It f opture than a treaty : there was fcarce one period in it, 
which did not rather give occaUon of than any 

fatisfafflion for what wus paded. 

7" heir very con ver fat ion, from that time forward, wanted 
much of its former civility. 

They wuiud for the conchifion of a treaty with Spain; 
wherein one article was, that, as foon as Spain had broke 
with France, they would prefently break off their treaty at 
Cologne. 

And now this article is in cfFe£l performed ; for two of 
their principal ambaifadors are acfually gone away from Co- 
logne, as they long threatened they would do, leaving only 
two other for form ffike ; who, in all probability, either mult 
not, or will not, conclude without their colleagnejf,. 

His Majefty, notwiihllanding, hath not fiitfered to 

be diverted from iifing all the ways and means that were^“ 
ble to facilitate a peace: to this etid, he direfled his ambaf- 
fadors, from time to time, to moderate their demands in fuch 
particulars as were capable of it; and wholly relaxes fomci 

N 3 points 
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points which wterc of the higheft importtncc to the Dutch to 
gain,, and very confiderable di)atements of his Majeily’s juft 
fatisfadion. 

A condcfccnfion well cftcetned and received by the media- 
tors, though it hath not yet found any fuitable reception from 
the Dutch minifters, as their fuperior loids. 

By this time they began to hope, that the fubjedts of Eng- 
land would grow weary of the war ; and that they (hould be 
able to proht inemfelves very much by our impatience. 

To increafe this as much as wai poilible, they prepare a letter, 
which they ftnd by a trumpeter, fitting the Parliament, or 
very near it, and caiife it to be given out, that nothing could 
be more deflred than they had offered. 

His Majefty quickly made that letter, and his anfwer to it, 
public ; and, for that time, defeated the defign of this paper 
Itratagcm. 

The next rccoiirfe was, to fuch propofals as they could 
procure the Spanifh ambaifadors to deliver on their behalves. 

Wherein, befides the demands of reftitution of prizes, 
which was wholly impradicable, there was a total omiifion 
of any regulation of ti^dc iq the Indies ; no mention made of 
rekafing bis Maj^fty’s fubjedls at Slrinam, where they re- 
main in a ftate of bondage ; no recompenfe offered, nor fo 
much as leave alked, for the liberty of fifhing upon our coaft. 

And yet the right of our foie hfliing is fo clear, that we find 
in our ancient rolls of Parliament, in the time of Richard 1 1 . 
a tax laid upon all ftrangers who bill in our feas ; and this 
not by way of cuftom, when they came into our ports, but by 
way of tribiUis^^,^ jifWing in our Teas, 

And this evidence of his Majelly's dominion in the Britiih 
feas hath been, in all ages downward, preferved in fome 
meafure, until the time of the late ufurper, who, for private 
xeafons, firft abandoned it. 

As for that fatisfa£lion in the matter of the flag, which 
the propofals mention, it is but rcafonable to underfland it in 
that fenfe, wherein they fometiines ufed to exprefs thcnifelves 
at Cologne: 

That is, the thing fliall be done : whole fleets (hall ftrike 
th^ir fails to (ingle (hips ; and they (hall do it out of the Britifli 
feas too : but that, of right, they ought to do it within the 
Britifh fe^^ill never be acknowledg^. 

defire to change the ancient inheritance of the 
_ m into a new purchafe, and to turn that purchafe into a 
matter of civility ; which they may equally pay to all crowned 
beads, and equally refume, according to their plcafure and 
necafions. 


Now, 
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Now, though thefe propofals hive been backed with fom^ 
kindof intimation of a war with Spaiu, in cafe of refufal, yet 
his Majelly, who knows the article‘s of p< -ice beiwecn himfetf 
and that king, and his own oire to pr.ferve them; who 
knows the uhfiihic of his aiiiatice to that kin<, and the 
many good he hath always been ready to do for him ; 

and, withal, coniidcrs the great wifdoin and prudence of that 
council, and how carefully they ufc to deliberate^ before they 
come to great and important refulutioris ; will npt eafily b«t- 
licve it podibif. for il;at kin^ to proceed to fuch extremities: 

The rather, bccaufe the Dutch themfelves have fince de- 
parted from ^hofe very propofals, which they procured the 
Spanilh ambaHliJor fo earncrtly to recommend : for they after- 
wards fent til / ambairador a reply to his Majefty’s anfwer to 
their letter; wherein they abate much of what the ambalfadors 
had offered, and feek to reduce things to the ftate they were in 
at Breda. 

So that it is hard to knov/, by vi'hat kind of propofals they 
intend to be bound ; but it is moft reafonable to believe, they 
intend thofe made by thcinfclvcs, rather than thofe made fqr 
them: and yet tbi'* reply, befuj^s the difrefpeft it carried to 
Spain, whofe propcTJ-s it lltrunk ^rofi:, was fo offenfive to 
his Maicfty, that the ambr’dador, like a wife and great mi- 
nilter, that i.s, like himfelt, thought it became him to fend it 
back again, without ofFeiing to prefent it. 

Ncvcrthclefs, this paper hath fince tlolcn into the prefs, and 
is printed at tlu Hague, as a letter dcliverLd ; and hath been 
fent hither, under covers to fever?) rtiomhers of the Houfe of 
Commons, whom they libelled in thofc for their 

zeal, and now pretend to reverence for their ddihcrallon. 

And all this, in hopes vou will not think them obflinate, 
who refufe to treat at the place of their own appointment, or, 
to be w’ell imdcriiood any where elfe: how is it pollible to un- 
derftand ihtde proceedings to be real, and with a truedefire of 
peace ; and if they ihould yet fend, during this reflion, any 
new propofal, (for who knows the defign of an enemy j what 
forms foever thefe overtures may be dreifed in, we may juftly 
fufpeft, that their end is, if they cannot divide us, at leaft 
amufe us, and Iclfcn our care in providing for the war. 

Perhaps it is more than an honourable war doth allow, to 
go about to raife fedition, though in the country xjj^n enemy; 
but furely the artifice of appealing in a manner toife^^g^ple, 
and making them the judges of peace and war, is a Im 
plain and open to take any effedf here. 

1 have done with thefe few iiiftances of his Majefty’s care; 
thofe of his kindnefs are infinite : that which you have heard 

N 4 this 
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this qiorning, is of a tranfccndent, and, indeed, a very fur- 
prifing nature; it is an aft of fo entire a confidence on his 
Majeity’s part, that can never be repaid by any other tribute 
on your part, but that of a true and humble affiance in him. 

I iniift now proceed to put yoti in mind, that there are 
fome other things which his Majcfiy, with great jufticc, and 
great aflTurance, doth expeft from you again. 

The firft is, his fpeedy and a proportionable fupply ; and 
this is of abfjlute ncccility both for war and peace. 

His Majcfiy is v ull aifiired his fleet is in fiirh a forward- 
nefs, that, if ilic fupply come in any reafonable time, you 
will find no time li.uh been loft in preparation ; and it was 
no fmall matter to briitg it to that pafs, that we may be as 
forward as our enemies, if we pleafe, or very near it. 

If the fupply be at all delayed, it will have as ill effeft al- 
moft as if it were denied ; for wc may chance to be found 
like Archimedes, drav\ii4g linos in the dull, while the enemy 
is erttririg into our ports ; and, it the tuiil;cr progrefs of this 
fleet be flopped for want- of your concurrence; — make ac- 
count all h' pes of peace are flopped too : for though the fruit 
of the war be pciu o, vet it fuel', a fruit as we mull not hope 
to gather without our arms in our hands'; 

It is 'not the way lo a brave peace, to fliew oiirfclvcs weary 
of fhe war; who CNcr trufted to the good-nature ot then 
enemies r 

It is a vigorous affiftance of the crown, that miift not only 
make your arms coiilu.c.rublc, but your treaties too. 

the other fide, if the putting of yourfclvcs into a good 
pofture of produce a peace, as poffibly it may do, 

yet you will have the beft account of your fupply your hearts 
can wifh : for his Majcfty is content it be appropriated to the 
building of more f!iip.s. 

Therefore, if the difeourfe upon this fuhjcft be a little more 
prefTing than ordinary, you may be furc the occafion is fo too. 

There canuot be a higher gratification of your enemies, 
than to be b.u kward in this point ; the very opinion they have 
that jou w'onin be fo hath already done us fo much haim, that, 
perhaps, it is one great caufe of the continuance of the war. 

Had the enemy defpaired of any divifion here, it is likely 
his proceediryjs had been more finccre, and our peace had not 
been fofj^ff as now it feems to be. 

TWfeis one thing more the King hath mentioned, and only 
lemioned to you, that is, 'the confidcration of the goldfmiths ; 
which Involves fo many perfons and families, that the concern 
IS little Icfs than national : it is an affair the King lays very 

much 
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much fo heart, and hopes a proper time will come, when a 
favourable regard may be had of it. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The King doth not only alTurc himfelf of your afFeflions to 
him at this time; but, from fuch alFedions, fo known, and 
fo tried, as your's, he doth yet cxpecl far greater things than 
thVfe. 

He doth exped, that you (hould do your endeavours to 
reftorc and improve the mutual confidence between him and 
his people ; and that you (liould do it to fuch a degree, that it 
may recover its full ftrength, and quite extinguifti all iheir 
fears and jealoufies. 

l or the King takes notice, that the malice of his enemies 
hath been very adwe in fowing fo ma/iy lares as are almoft 
cnoiigh to fpoil thai harveft of love and duty, which his Ma- 
jcll)’ may juilly exped to reap from the good feed which he 
h mile It had fown. • 

Among the many venomous infiiMiations which have been 
made ufe of by * ^ fears and jcalouli? s of religion and li- 
berty arc of the worll fort, and th^mod dangerous impreflions. 

Certainly malice w'ks nevermore biify than it hath been in 
thefc reports ; and it hath been alliftcd by a great de.al of in- 
\cmion. 

But it is to be hoped, that no man’s juvigmont or afFcdions 
w'ill be either milled or difturbed by fuch reports. 

! (.4 calumnies and ilundeis of this nanire are like comets 
in I he air; they may feem, perhaps, efpecially to the fearful, 
to be ill prognoi'lics, and ilic dired foifciryj^ ncrj ^^f mifehief ; 
but, in thcmfelvcs, they are vain apparitions, and have no 
kind of folidity, no permanence or duration at all ; for, after 
a little time, the vapour fpends iifelf, and then the bafe ex- 
lialation quickly falls back again into th^t earth from whence 
it came. 

Religion and liberty (land fecured by the mod facred ties 
that are ; nay, the King hath a greater inlcreft in the preferva- 
timi of both than yourfelvcs ; for as religion, the Proteftant 
religion, commands yoiir indifpcnfable obedience, fo it is a 
pid and lawful liberty which fvveetens that command, and en- 
dears it to you. . 

Let other princes therefore glory in the moft^figncd obe- 
dience of their vaflals, his Majefty values him^K^^ipon the 
hearts and aftedions of the people, and thinks his 
when fcated there, better eltabliflicd than the mod cxalteT* 
fovcrcignty of thole w'ho tread upon the necks of them that 
rife up againd them. 


Since 
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Since the world flood, never any King had fo great a caufe 
to reft upon this feciirity ; thvy were your hearts that mourned 
in fecret for the abfence of the King ; they were your hearts 
and afic^lions to the King, which tired out all tlie late ufur- 
pations, by your invincible patience and fortitude : it was you 
that taught our Englith world to fee and know, that no go- 
vernment could be fettled here, but upon the true foundations 
of honour and alleg;aucc. 

This, ihi'i aione, inude way for ail the happy changes which 
have follov eJ. 

And yet pnflerity will have caufe to doubt, which was the 
gicaler felicuy of the two; that l.o'iilcnce whUh reftored 
the crown, or that which fent us fiich a Parliament to preferve 
jr Wiien it was ;elioicd, Vvhat may not tlic King now hope 
from )o;i r what may not )ou allure yoinrclvcs from him ? can 
any thing be diincult to hearts fo united, to interefl fo twilled 
and interwoven togeti'.cr, as the King's aiul yonr’s arc? 

Doubtlcfs the Kii:g wiH firpafs himfelf at this time, in en- 
deavouring to procure the good of the kingdom : do but you 
excel yoiirfcives too in the ^.onrinued evidences of your affec- 
tions ; and then the glory of reviving this Hale will be entirely 
due to this fellion. f 

Then they, wlio wait for the languifliing and the declina- 
tion of tnc pfcfenr gov*.] tmicnl, w ill be amazed to fee fo happy 
a crifis, fo blelfed a rcvoiutu'n : 

And ages to come will find caufe to celebrate your memo- 
ries, as the trueft phyficinns, the wifeft counfcilors, the noblefl 
patriots, and the befl: fcliion of the bell Parliament, that ever 
king or kingdom met^ ith. 


Petition of both Houfes, January 12 , 1674 . 

TXTE your Majefly’s molt loyal fubjc£ls, the Lords and 
Commons, in Parliament alfcmblcd, being paflionatcly 
fenfible of the calamitous condition of this kingdom, not 
only by rcafon of the war, wherein it is at prefent involved, but 
many other inteftine differences and divifions amongft us, which 
arc chiefly occafioned by the undermining contrivances of 
Popifh recufants, whofc numbers and infojencics arc greatly 
of late inc^ftd, and whofe reftlefs pradliccs tlircat( n a lub- 
verfion^^sWi of cliurch and ftate ; all which our fins have 
\ oc fe r ved ; and being now' alfemhled in Parliament, as 
Inc great council of this your kingdom, to confult on fiicli 
means as wx lhall third: fiuefl lo rcclrtfs the prefent evils, 
wherewith we are furrouiidcd ; \ve do, in the firft place, hum-* 
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bly beHscch your Majefly, that, by your fpecial command, one 
or more days may be folemnly t apart, wherein botli our- 
felvcs and 'his your kingdom may, by fafting and prayer, feek 
a reconciliation at the hands of Almighty God ; and wjth hum- 
ble and penitent hearts befecch him to heal our breaches ; to 
rem.^vc the evils w« lie under; and to avert thofc miferics 
wherewith we are threatened; and continue the mercies wc 
yet enj jy ; and that he tvill be gracioufly pleafed to beftow his 
abundant blelling upon your Majefty and this prefent Parita- 
itieni, that all our councils and confultations may tend to his 
glory, and the honour, fafety, and profperity of your Majefty, 
and all your people. 


H'n Majefty 5 moft gracious Speech^ January 24, 1674* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

A T the beginning of this fcfljon I told you (as I thought I 
had reafon to do) that the States General had not yet 
itiade me any propofals which could be imagined with inteM 
to conclude, but only^o amufe.^ 

To avoid this im nutation, they have now fent me a letter 
by the Spanil'h atnbairador, offering me fome terms bf peace, 
upon conditions formerly drawn up, and in a more decent ftyle 
than before. 

It is upon this that I defire your fpeedy advice : for, if you 
lhall find the terms fiich as may be embraced, your advice will 
have great weight with me: and if you find them defedive, 
I hope you will give me your advice how to get 

better terms. 

Upon the whole matter, T doubt not but you wdll have a 
care of my honour, and the honour and fafety of the nation, 
W’hich are now fo deeply concerned. 


His Afajeftysmoft gracious Spccchy February il, 1674- 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE purfued your advice; and I am come hither to tell 
you, according to your advice and defire, 'Kljave made a 
fpeedy, honourable, and, I hope, a lafting peace; ’vhich is 
ligned already. 


Mn 



( »88 ) 

Mr. Speaker, ;ind you Gentlemen of the Hbufe of 
Commons, 

I told you yefterday, in the Banquelintr Houfe, that I would 
give you a fpeedy anfwcr to your addrefs, about difbanding the 
forces therein mentioned ; and I do adiirc you, that, before 
you had made that acldrcfs, I liad given orders for doing of it 
as foon as I ihouLl be fure ot tlie peace ; and I (hall reduce 
them to a lefs number than they were in the year i ^63, 

As for thofe forces that came out of Ireland, I lhall give 
direiUons for their march hence ihiiltcr: but as our forces are 
lenbned at land, it will be nccedary to build more great fliips ; 
feeing we /ball not be fafe, unlefs we cqiial the (Irength of 
our neigi. hours at fea : therefore I (liall recommend it to your 
care, to give me means for the cffeflual doing thereof ; and 
this is all I have to fay to you at this time. 


Addrefs by both Houfes. 

'T^HE Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in 
^ Parliament aiiembled, do leturn thei^ humble thanks to his 
Majefty for his gracious fpcech made this day ; and concluding 
a peace, accordiiig to their luimblc advice and defire. 


EJfecI of his AfajeJ}ys Speech ^ February 24, 1674. 

T^HAT when his Mnjefty was here laft, lie told them that 
the peace wa^ 11 gri;;d : he w'as come now to tell them that 
it is ratified ; andilifs Majelty hopes it will be a hajipy and a lad- 
ing peace to both nr.tions. 

This, and the fpring coming on fo fad, his Majedy faid, 
he knows they will all dclirr to be at li('.me in their fevcral 
countries, where they may do ih' lr c v\n buiiiu fs, and his Ma- 
jedy’s alfo. His Mnjefty there tore thinks it ht to make a re- 
cefs at this time ; llie w- inter b- ing more fit for biifincfs and 
confultation Iick-. In the mean wiiilc, his Majedy will do his 
endeavour to fatisfy the world of his fteadfadnefs to ilie pro* 
tedant reIiL^.ion, as it is now edabliihed ; and of his delire for 
the fccuiing of their properties. And fo, his Majedy faid, 
he hath given^rciei; to the Lord Keeper to prorogue the Parlia- 
ment to ihrfir^enth of November next. 


His 
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His Majeftys moft gracious Speech, Jpril i^, 1675. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

'T^HE principal end of my calling you now If, to know what 
you think may be yet v/aniing to the fecuring of religion 
and property, and to give myfelf the fatisfadlion of having 
ufed the utmoft of my endeavours to procure and fettle a right 
and lafting underftanding between us ; for, I inuft tell you, I 
find the contrary fo much laboured, and that the pernicious de- 
figns of ill men have taken fo much pUce under fpccious pre- 
tences, that it is high time to be waici.ful in preventing their 
contrivances ; of wtiich it is not the lead, that they would, 
by all the means they can devife, make it impracticable any 
longer to continue this prefent Parliament : for that rcafon, I 
confefs, I cannot tliink fuch have any good meaning to me ; 
and, therefore, wlicn I confider how much the greateft part of 
this Parliament has, either themfel\es, or fathers, given me 
teilimony of their affedions and loyalty, I Ihould be extreme 
loath to oblige thofa enemies, by parting with fuch fiicnds ; 
and they may be aflTured, that none lhall be able to recoiomeinl 
thcmfclvcs to me by ary other w*f^' th.an ti.eir good fervices, 

I have done as muen as on my part was poiTiblc, to extin- 
guifli the fears and jcaloufies of popery, and will Itave no- 
thing undone that may flicw the world n:y zeal for the pro- 
tellant religion as it is eilabiilhed in the cloi’.ch of England, 
from which I will never depan. 

I mult needs recommend to you the coi dition of the fleet, . 
which I am not able to put into that ilatc it oi.ght 10 be ; and 
which will require fo much time to rc]p!ll?»a.W*’*build, that 1 
Ihould be forry to fee this fumincr (and confequcnily a w hole 
year) loft, without providing for it. 

The fcafoii of the year will not admit any long feffion ; nor 
would I have called you now, but in hopes to do fomething 
that may give content to all my fubjeds, and lay before you 
the conlidcration of the fleet; for I intend to meet you again 
at winter. 

In the mean time, I earneftly recommend to you all, fuch a 
temper and moderation in your proceedings, as may tend to 
unite us all in counfcl and affedioii, and difappoint the expec- 
tation of thofe who hope only by violent and irregular mo- 
tions to prevent the bringing of this feilion to a. conclu^ 
fion, c.... 

The reft I leave to the Lord Keeper. . 


Then 
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Then theLordf Keeper fpake follotvcth : 


My Lords, and you, the Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles, 
of il:e Houfe of Commons, 


fa..emnity of this day’s appearance is equal to the 
wei;^'.ht and impoiHu-re of the occaiion, '1 he matters la 


be treated or defer v j no Ids than an aiftmbly of the three 
eftates, and a full c:r;Couiie of all the wife and excellent per- 
fons who bear a part in this great council, and do conllitute 
and complete this hi^h and honourable court. 

The King ha.h called you, at this time, to examine and 
concur with hin. in the beli eApedients for the prcfervalion of 
rhe proteftant religion, for fecuiing the dlabliliiment of it by 
3 due execution of the laus, for providing for the fafety of the 
kmgdom, and for the inipiovement of its honour and reputa- 
tion ; and withall, in order to thefe ends, and above all the 
reft, to unite the hearts of his Parliament and people to him- 
felf, by all the emanations of grace and goodnefs that from a 
great and gencrons prince can be expelled. 

* To all which the King is pleafed to add, the confidcration 
of your liberties and properties ; and while he docs fo, you 
may be fure, that he who is fo careful of your rights, will be 
mindful 6f his own too; for he that doesjuftice to all, can 
never be wanting to himfelf. 

Thefe points are fuch, as though they be but mentioned by 
the King, though they are but only touched, as I may fay, by 
kifi golden feeptre, yet this ropl declaration of himfelf, joined 
fo what he hath alre;^ldone, doth not only raife all orir hopes, 
but carries in IfiiKfT^vident an alTurance, and is (lampt by fo 
fiKred an authority, that there remains no place for doubting, 
nothing can be added to the efficacy of it. 

JHk Majefty begins with the confidcration of religion. He 
fees it is the hrft thing in all your thoughts ; and you cannot 
but fee that it hath been,* and ftill is, the ftrft and principal 
part of his care. 

His Majefty hath confidered religion, firft, in general, as it 
is proteftant, and Itands in oppofition to popery ; and upon 
this account it is that he hath awakened all the laws againft the 
paprfts : there is not one ftatutc extant in all the volume of our 
hlws, but bis Majefty hath now pul it in a way of taking its 
full coiirj^^^ainll them; and upon this account alfo it is, 
that^^i a league lately rcncwctl with a proteftant crown, his 
HM^jcfty hath made :t one article of that league, that there 
Qiall be a mptuai defence of the proteftant religion. 
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His Maj^fty hath confidcred religion again more particu- 
larly, as it is the proteftant religion eftabliflicd by law in the 
church of England : he fees, that as fuch, it is not only belt 
fuited to the monarchy, and moft likely to defend it, but moft 
able to defend itfclf againft the enemies of all reformation ; 
and therefore upon this account it is, that his Majefty, with 
equal and impartial juftice, hath revived all the laws againft 
dillenters and non-confonnifts : but not with equal feverity ; 
for the laws againft the papitts are edged, and the execution 
of them quickened, by new rewards propofed to the informers; 
thofe againft didenters are left to that ftrength which they have 
already. Both thefe, and all oiher laws wliatfoevcr, are al- 
ways underftood to be fubjeiTt to the picafnre of a Parliament, 
which may alter, amend, or explain ihemfelvcs, as they fee 
caufe, and according unto public convenience. 

For, when we confider religion in Parliament, we arc flip- 
pofed to confidcr it as a Parliament flioiiM dc), and as Parlia- 
ments in all ages have done ; that is, as it is a part of our laws, 
a part, and a neceffary part, of our government : fm-, as it 
works upon the confcience, as it is an inward principle of the 
divine life by which good men do^govern all tlicir actions, the 
ftate hadi nothing to d(% with it, it Is a iMng which belongs to 
another kind of commiffion than that by \w'ich we fit here. 

Now, as it relates to government, it is foipewhat an un- 
pleafant obfervation, to fee how Ilow maip interior magiftrates 
are in the difeharge of this part of their di t which refers 
to the fafety of the church againft the enemies on both lides of 
it, the papifts and the dilTenurs : for this is that which opens 
men’s mouths to objeft againft the laws ; this is that 

which encourages offenders to difputc that authority which 
they fliould obey, ami to judge thofe laws by which they ought 
to be judged. They have found a way to make even jufticc 
itfelf criminal, by giving it a hard name, and calling it per- 
fecution. 

To what a ftrange kind of perplexity do men labour to re- 
duce this government; if the laws againft rccufants be not 
executed, the church of England is abandoned ; if they be, 
all forts of rccufants complain of perfecution, as if the aban- 
doning of the church of England were not in Tome fenfe a 
perfecution too. 

Let us fuppofe that poilible, which the piety goodnefs 
of the King hath made next to impoflible : but lew it be for 
once fuppoied, that the church of England were forfakeii,^er* 
authority made infignificant, her government precarious ; 
fuppofe her difarmed of all thofe laws by which (he is guarded, 
denied all aid from the civil magiftratc, and that none were' 

obliged 
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cbliged to obey her commands but tliofc that have a mind to it ; 
would not this turn a national church into noil.ing all'o but a 
tolerated fc£l or party in the nation r W ould it not take away 
all appearance of eibblilhmtnt from it r Would it not drive 
the church into the wildcrncfs aga^n, where Ihe Ihu^uldbc fure 
to find hcrielf tiK'tM7i^a..ecl v\iih all forts of enemies, if at 
leaft (he could fiiul hcKcU at all, in tlie iiiidn; of fo many to- 
lerations ? 

Seeing then no way can he taken, hut one fide or other will 
either call or iliir.k it perllcinion, tlrj c* oice is not diificiilt ; 
it is better to have a it riel rnie th.ar none at all ; better to make 
the law th.ll ruie, than to Icatc every man to be a law and a 
rule un:o )iio:felf. 

Kappy ti'.at government when mett complain of the ftriA 
extent ion or,tiic laws, efpccialU when a Parliament is filtini^ 
which can take the iriu il m •afurc^, and where the wifdom or 
the nation i.-^ tv/ judge of the iiUcreli of it. 

In the next place, the, king hath thought fit to direct your 
conlidcrations upon the fakty and honour ol the llatc ; both 
which are then bell provided for, when we keep up the 
ftrength and uputatiou of our licet. 

So the Roman itate ihougtcr, (whciy^as the orator tells us) 
they decree, jtjLittn Jed ctiam ot luinui imperii caujd 

navigandCUm cjje. 

It is not altogelhcT the natural decay of (hipping, no, nor 
the accidents of war, that have ieliuned our flcit, though fome- 
ihing may be attiibutcd to both thefc ; but our Heel iVems ra- 
ther to be w'cakeitcd for liic prefent, by being outgrown, and 
<>utbuilt by our neighbours, 

Now^, as of )oiiih and health are bed employed in 

providing againll the incommuditics and inconvcniciicies of 
licknefsand old age ; fo there cannot be a belter ufc made of 
times of peace, than to provide for times of war ; there can- 
not be a greater fectiilty againfl your enemies, than to be al- 
ways in a pofiurc ready to receive them. 

Fleets may fccurc loii abroad, but good laws arc neccirary to 
preferve you at home, Noihirtg recommends the prefent age 
unto pofterily fo. much as the wifdom and the teir.pcr of the 
laws that are made in it ; lor all fucccedlng ages judge of our 
laws, as we do of Our anccilors, by the true and unerring rule 
of experience. 

InmukiK^of laws, therefore, it will import us to confidcr, 
than^ many law^s arc a fnare, »oo tew are a wrcakncfs in the 
•gtmrnincnt: ; too genilc aie fcldoin obeyed, too fevere tire as 
feldom executed ; and fangtiii.arv laws are, forthenioft part, 
cither the cauX* or tlx* effect of a diilcmpcr in the Hate. 


To 
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To oflablifli this ftatc, there fecms not to need many new 
laws: fome will always be wanting ; and though all that is 
w^aniing ihould not now be fiiiiihed, yet whatever fliail remain 
iinfinilhcd, may be perfcdVl in winter; at whicii time, w^c 
have a gracious intimation from his Majefty, that wc lhall 
meet again. 

I3ul, left your greater and weightier affairs Hiould make you 
paiTby things of Icllcr moment, it may not be amifs to put 
you in mind to provivle againll the excels of new buildings near 
London and WedminRer : it i^ a growing mifcliicf, which no- 
thing but a new law can pul a lb)p to ; a mifcliicf which fur a 
long time hath depopulated the C'onntry, aiui row begins to 
depopulate the city loo, bj Icaiing a great part of it uninha- 
bited. 

Yet, that you may not only entertain yourfelvcs with careful 
and provident thonglUb for the tiitnrc, be pleafed a little to 
conlider and rejoice in tlic happinefs of our prefent eliate* 

If wc look upon the Hate of things abroad, we lhall find 
oiirfclves in fiK h circumltances, that it were great impiety not 
to acknowledge tfjofo mercies \rbich, by a rare felicity, have 
didinguifhed iis fr(?in our now luif^rable neighbours. 

Wars and confufions ^over the face of the rc'l of the chrif- 
tian \vorld ; while we have no other part in all thefc afflidlions 
but that of a chriltian compallion. 

We are new ly gotten out of nn expenfive war, and gotten 
out of it upon terms more lionourablc than e\cr. The whole 
world is now in peace w ith us, all ports arc open to us, and 
w'cexcrcifc a free and uninterrupted iradic through the ocean ; 
and we are reaping the fruits of all this daily im- 

prowment of our trade, and in the increafe of our Hupping 
and na\igation. 

Our conititution feeins to be fo vigorous and fo ilrong, that 
jiothingcan diford;.r it but ourfelv\s. 

No inlluenccs of tlie liars, no coniigurations of the heavens, 
are to be feared, fo long as tlicfe two Houfes ftand in a good 
difpolition to each other, and both of them in a happy con- 
jundion with their Lord and Sovereign. 

Why llionld we doubt it ? Never wms difeord more unfea- 
fonable. 

A difference in matters of the che.rcli wuuld gratify the ene- 
mies of onr religion, and do tliem more lervice thuN the beft 
of their auxiliaries. 

A difference in matters of Rate w'-ould gratify our enemies 
too, the enemies of our peace, the enemies of this Parliament j 
even all tliofe; both at home and abroad, that hope to fee, 
Vol.L O an4 
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and praftife to bring about, new changes and revoliitiocis in the 
government. 

They underfland well enough that the beft health may be 
deftroyed by too much care ot it ; an anxious fcrupulous care, 
a care that is always tampering, a care that labours fo long to 
purge all ill humours out ot the body, tliat, at lalt, it leaves 
neither good blood nor fpirits behind. 

In like manner, there are two fymptoms which arc dange- 
rous in every ihite, and of which the hiitorian hath long lince 
given us warning. 

One is, when men do ^uirta nioi’crcy when they dir ihofe 
things or queftions which arc and ought to be in peace; and, 
like unilcilful architeds, tliiiik to mend the building by remo- 
ving all the niatciials which arc not placed as they would have 
them. 

Another is. Cum res matrji!) moi'ihu^ ajuntur^ wdicn 

things that are not of the greated moment, arc agitated v\iih 
the greated heat, and as'inuch weight is laid upon a new', and 
not always very neceirary propofiiion, as it the whol^* luin ot 
.aifairs depended upon it. 

Who doth not fee that ikcre are in all governments dillicnl- 
ties more than enough, though they rncci with no intedine di- 
vifions.; difficulties of fuch a nature, that the united endeavours 
of the date can hardly druggie with f But, after all is done 
that can be, they will dill remain infupeTable. 

This is that which makes the crowns of princes, when 
they arc w'orn by the cleared and the noble d title, and fupport- 
cd w iih the mightied aids, yet at the bed hut wreaths ot glo- 
lioiis thoii^.^ Hci^it would go abotn to add to tlie cares and 
folicitudes of his prince, does what in him lies to make thole 
thorns pierce deeper, and fit clofer to the royal diadem than 
ever they did before. 

No zeal can excufe it ; for, as there may be a religious zeal, 
d zeal for God, which is not according to knowledge, fo tliere 
may be a date zeal, a zeal for the public, which is not accord- 
ing to prudence, at leafl not according to the degree of pru- 
dence which the fau'e men have w'hcn they are not under the 
tranfport of fuch a fervenr pnffion. 

Hath it not been a drange midakc in foinc general coun- 
cils, and a midake v. hi..h is fatal at this day to the peace of 
thechrifti^n church, lluit in mod of iheir canons and filiations 
they have more conriJercd whom they Ihould oppofe, than 
Vrhat they diould cllablilh ? 

And may it not prove a piece of as ill conduft in any fc* 
cular ^ifcmbly, to purfue good ends by violent means, and, 

in 
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in ihe heat of that pnrfuit, to chufe rather to lofc that good 
thc7 mi^^ht have compaffecl, than to fall fhort of any of thofc 
good ends which they have once propofed unto thcmfelves ? 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The King is far, infinitely far, from fearing any excefs of 
this kind here. He knows too well the wifdom, the honour, 
and ihe loyalty of this great aJembly, to apprehend any kind 
of error, eitltcr in your jndgmcius or your affedlions. 

He docs not only find hlmfclf fife, hut he thinks himfelf 
armed too, while he is attended with fuch a nobility, fuch a 
gentry, as this. 

You that were able to raife the King’s affairs when they 
were in their lowcfl and ninll deplored condition, will furcly 
be able to keep titcni from any rclapfe. 

You that were able to make this government take root 
again, will furcly be able to preferve it in a growing and 
flouriihing Hate. 

Such pilots need not fear a ftorm. If you could, this con- 
fidcraiion alone were enough to fupport you, that you carry. 
Cxfar and liis fortunes: you fer\:^ a prince, in wmofe pre- 
fervation miracles are become familiar ; a prince, in v/hofc ftyle 
J)ci Gratia fceins not to be w ritten by a vulgar pen,, but by 
the arm of Omnipotenre itfelf. 

Raife up t)i( n, by \*-ar example, the hearts and hopes of 
all thofc \\!\om ill nun have v\rf'Ug}u upon to fuch a degree, as 
to call ii’.cm into fadnel ', and intt' a defpondcncy, which is 
niofl uiircafonable. lial the Romans fc(»rncd to do after the 
battle of Canna:, w lut the Venetians wh^n they had 

loft all their ten a tiniuiy that men are now^ I'jught to think a vir- 
tue, and the fign of a .xift and good man, dejpa arc dc repubiica^ 
and all this in a time of much jnfticc and peace at home, as 
good laws for the feenrity of religion and liberty, as good 
execution of iliefc laws, as great ph’nty of trade and com* 
merce abroad, ajul as likely a conjunflurc of affairs for the 
continuance of tlicfe bleftings to us, as ever nation profpered 
under. 

Ctinflrm the faith, then, of thofc that are made w'eak, by 
fhewing them the fteadfaftnefs of your belief. Give the King 
the hearts of all his fubjccls, by making him a prefent of 
yoiir’s. s\ 

Then will the King efteem himfelf a richer prince than if 
he were poirclfed of all the ircafurcs of the Eaft. Then, 
though this feflion fhoukl cli>ro in a fev\ weeks, yet it may be 
perpetual, for the fruit it ihall produce, and tor the comme- 
inorauon that will follow it. Then will this year be a true 
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year of jubilee ; and we fhall have nothing left tc wifh or 
pray for in this world, but the blcifcd coniinuancc of his Ma- 
jefty’s long and happy reign over us. 


Addnfs by the Houfe of Commons y April 23, 1675. 

your Majefly's 4noft clutitui and loyal fuh]c£l«P' tht 
Commons, in this prefent Parliament alfcmblcd, do, 
with humble thankfidnefs, acknowlctlge your Majclly’s care 
for the fafety of your people, in calling us together at tluN lime, 
to cunfuh of the bell means for the prelervaiiou of our religion 
and properties : and though we have great caufe to reil allured 
of the coniinuance of your MajtHy's gracious difpolition to- 
wards us ; yet we find, upon a fenons examination ot the Hate 
of this kingdom, that there is a great jealonly arifeu from fome 
late proceedings in the licart.sof y‘>ur fuhjccls, that fome perfons 
in great employment under \our MajcHy liave fomented dcligns 
contrary to the interell both of your Ivlajelty and y(»ur people, 
•intending to deprive us of our ancient rights and [i'omUls, ihat 
thereby they might the niortf caiil) irtinjluce the Popiih rc ligion, 
and an arbitrary form of government'’ (Acr us, to ilic luiii and 
dellrucJion of the whole kingdom. 

Amoiigft tliofe who arc at prefent cmpltncd under }oiir 
Majeity, we have juH rcafon to accule for a promoter of fuch 
defigns, the Duke of Latulcrd.ik. , li'idy created Karl of 
(iuilford ; becanfe we have had it in (»ur Hc/Ule, by 

fevcral of our own ?remht*r<, in il.e hearing before the 

council cif the Mr. I’nninM'.e VlnilcN, wIk^ had com- 

mitted Mr. J(jhn lanu”^, c^^mrary to V''>ir Majt^ly’s dccUira- 
ilon of tihe 15th of .Mar^in i^Ti, in- ihc hid Duke ol Lau- 
derdale did <ipeiilv aflirm, in tlic prcLi’.cc of ) our Majelty lit- 
ting in council, and befou djvirs of )oiir fubjecK then at- 
tending there, that \our M:ijeit\'s edicts ought to be obeyed ; 
for your Majefiv’s taiias arc equal v. i'h laws, and ought to 
be obferved in tl.c rrl^ place; tiarvbv, as much as in him lav, 
juility.iigtlie Lid ue.-..,ra:iou, and the pioceedings thereupon ; 
and declaring l.r* ira I.-ian''n toarbltrarv councils, in terror oi 
your good ptajple. 

And we are fint: Cf^fifirmed in tin's opinion by two late 

acts of Parlramcnt, a verv It range and dangeioiis nature, 
which we have ob!t'i\cd autongll the printed Halutes of the 
kingdom of Scotland ; the full whereof w'as in the third fcllion 
of the firft Parliament held there under your Majdly, cap. 25. 
and the other iii your Majcfly’s fecond Parliament, cap. 2. 
tlie lika w'hcrcof have never paifed fuice the union of tlie two 
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crowns and are dircftly contrary to the intention of an aft 
palU'd here in the fourth year of tlie reign of King James, for 
the better abolitit)n of all memory of hollility, and the de- 
pciulcncics thereof, between England and Scollaiui, and for th« 
repreding of occulions of difeords aiivl ili herders in time to come ; 
and of a like aft, pallid about the fame lime in the kingdom of 
Scotland ; by force of which faid late afts tlicrc is a militia 
fettiwd in that kingdom, of twenty thou land foot, and two 
thoiifaiid horfe, w ho are obliged to be in a readinefs to march 
into part of this kingdom, for any fervice w'herein your Ma- 
jedy's honour, aiiihority, or greatnefs may be concerned ; and 
arc to obey fueh orders and dircciions as they fhall from time 
to time receive from the privy council there. 

By colour of which general w'onls, w c conceive, this realm 
may be liable to be invaded, under any pretence whatfoever. 
And this hath been done, as we apprehend, principally by the 
procurement of the faid l)ukeof Lauderdale; he having all 
the time of ihefc tratifaftions been p/Tincipal fecrctary of the 
faid kingih;m, and chiei'ly intruried with tfe adminidration of 
affairs of Hate tltcre ; and himfelf commiHioner for holding the 
Parliament at the time of palfmg jhc latter of the faid afts, 
whereby the providing of the faid horfe and foot is efFeftually 
impofed Mp(ui the faid kingdom, and this extraordinary power 
veUed in the privy co’ rieil there: and wc conceive wc liave 
juli reafou to apprehend tie ill confequcnccs of fo great and 
unufual a power ; efpccially while the affairs of that kingdom 
aie managed by the fai I Duke, who hath mu lifeftcd himfelf a 
perfori ot fuch pcrnicions principk'S. 

We do ihertfore, in all humility, implo.r^ your facred Ma- 
jedv, conlidcring liovv nnivcrfal a faJi.c aovl clamour of tlie 
laid mifdemeanors runneth open! / throughout all your realm, 
that for the cafe ol the hearts of your people, whoarepof- 
li’lftd with extreme grret a»'d forrow to fee your Majdly thus 
ahnfed, aiul the kingdom vulangered, that )Our Majelly would 
gracioully be pica fed to rcn.ove the faid Duke of Lauderdale 
trom all his employtnenis, umI trtnw your ?\I ijefty’s pi^Lncc 
and councils, tor ever, as beii;^ a perloii ubnoxious and dan- 
gerous to the government. 


j^nfi.vn‘ to the above j^dJrcJsj Alay y, 

Charles Rex. 

TlIS MajeHy has confidcred of the addrefs againft the Duke 
of Lauderdale, and the rcafons accompanying it. As 
ilic afts of Pailiaincnt, mentioned to have been palfcd in St a 
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land, his Majefty obfcrves, that ihe firft of thofe afl;? was in 
the year 1663 ; which was long before the Duke of Laiulerdale 
was his Majelly's' commiHiontr in that kir.gdu'n ; the l.*:tcr 
was in piirfiiance of the former. As to the woids, “ by the 
time of Mr. Penihone Whaley's cafe,’’ His Majeltv perceives, 
that if they had been fpoken, iht-y muft have been fpokeii be- 
fore the laft adl of gene ral pardon : and his Man lly, being 
fenfible how great a fatibfailion and fcciirity the invioiahle 
prefervalion of the former adl ot indemnity and oblivi^m lias 
been to all his fiibje6ls, cannot but apprehend the dang(ious 
confequcnces of inquiring into any tiling il.ai lia« bcLii p.»i- 
doned by an of general pardon, left the example of that 
might give men caufe to fear ihcir fecuriiy under the full at^'l 
of oblivion. 

Given at the court at Whitehall, the ftvenlh of 
May, 1675. 


His Afaj : Ji) *s m oft g) ado us iijn t cb , f inu' g , 1675- 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T THINK I have given f.-Tii nt evii’cncc to the world, that 
I have not been ing, i.n i:*y in my encieavciirs to 

procure, tlie full fato .'.cb’on ol all mv Inlnci'ts in the n atters 
both of religion and pK^perty. 1 have not ( nly invited yoi: to 
thofe conliderations at our full rnceimg: but I have been i.aie‘- 
fill through this whole fclbon, that no concern of ir-y own 
fhoiild divert vou from tliein. 

iJefides, as I iiad only dt ligned the matter of it if) be tlie pro- 
curing of good laws lb, tor the gainmy. (d tl'Am, I have al- 
ready waited much longer than 1 inlendf d ; and Ihoind have 
been contcrued fiill to have* conrmued my exiei^talion, had 
there any hopes remained of a good vonclulion : hut, 1 f'mlt 
confefs, tliC ill ileligns of our encm«e' bcMi loo prev alent 
againlt thofe good ones I !:.*d prc'pohci u> myfcir in lul'.,ilt of 
my petiple ; and thofe unhappy tliltei.mces betwetri my tv* o 
Houfes arc grown to fucli an licight, dial I 1 lul no pf)llihlc 
means of putting an end to them, but a pnii*'g»tinri. 

It is with great unw illingiiffs that 1 m.^kc nle ot this expe^ 
dient ; having always iiitendefl an atijomnii'cni, lor the j)rc- 
ferviiig fnei. bills a^^ were m limihed : hut my In^pes arc, 
that, by means ti e p» lent occulien ot diaerciKcs being 
taken away, yon . ill b: lo carehil hereaifer of the public, as 
not to feek new ofics, i.oi to revive the tild. 

I intend to nu».t you here again in winter; and liave di- 
refled my Lcud Keeper to prorogue you till the thirteenth ot 

Oflober next. 


Then 
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Then the Lord Keeper faid, 

My Lords, and you, Knights, Ciiizens, and BurgeflTes, of 
the Hoijfe of Coinnioiis, 

TT is his Majefty’s plcafiire that this Parliament be prorogued 
to the tiuriecnih day of Otlober next : and this Parliament 
is prorogued to the thirteenth day of October next. 


I7js Mcijt'jly s moji graciom Speech^ O^vher 13 , 1 675 . 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T MEF/r you now with a more than ufual concern for the 
*■* event of this fcilion ; and 1 know it is but what may rca- 
fonably be expccfcd from that care I owe to the prefervation of 
the government. 'J'he caufes of the laft prorogation, as I, for 
iny part, do not defirc to rcmtinbcT, lb i hope, no man eife 
Avill, iinlefs it he to learn from thence how' to avoid the like 
occafions for tlie future: and 1 pray, confitler how fatal the 
confetjiiences may bo, and how^ little benelit is like to redound 
to the people by it. However, it any thing of that kind fhall 
arife, I delirc m)u would defer thofc debates, till you have 
brought liich public bills to p< rfe<^dion, as may conduce to the 
good and fafety of the king dom : and particularly I recom- 
mend to you whatever may tend to the fccurity of the proteffant 
religion, as it is now cKabliflted in the church of England. 
I mufl likew ife delirc )uur uliillance in fomc fuppl'es ; asw'ell 
to take oft' the anticipations which are upon my revenue, as for 
building of fliips. And, though the wa? hath been the great 
caul'e of thede anticipations, yet I hncJ, b\ a late account I have 
taken of my c\pt nfes, tliat I have not been altogether fo good 
an hidband as 1 luiglit have been, and as I n folvc to be for the 
fiituie; although, at tlic fame time, I have had ilie fatisfaclion 
to find, that [ have been far from fiich an extravagancy in my 
own expenfe, as fonie would have the w’oild believe. I am not 
ignorant that tlicrc arc many who would prevent the kind- 
rit ties of my Parliament to me at this tine: but I as well 
know, that )our aftlxlions have nc\er faiUd me ; and you may 
remember it is now above three years iince 1 liavc alkcd you 
any thing for my ow'ii ufe. 
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jlildrcfs to his Adojejty^ Novonher 10 , 1O75. 

Mod Gracious Sovereign, 

your Majedy’s ir.oft clu'iAil fubjefls, the Loids Spi- 
^ ^ ritual and I'cmporal, and Commons, in Parliament af- 
fembled, taking notice, to our great falisfadtion, of your Ma- 
jefty’s royal proclamation, bearing date the nineteenth of May, 
1675, inlituicd, “ A Proclamation, commanding the imme- 
diate Reiuvn of all your iVlajeUy’s Siibje^h who ha\c gone 
into the Service of the French Ki»'fg, as Soldiers, lince tl»c late 
Treaty of Peace with the States Cicneral of the United Pro- 
vinces, and prohibiting all your Majefty’s Subjects to enter 
into the faid Service for the Time lo come And hnding 
there hath not been that obfcrvance paid to it, which your Ma- 
jedy might ha\c exj)c£led, uiul all )oiir loyal fnbjecFs could 
have wilhed, do, out of our earned defires that your royal in- 
tentions, fo agreeable to the intered ard wlIIjic ()f yi'iir peo- 
ple, diould no longer be dil:?ppoi;jtcd, hiinibly make tins our 
petir.on and addrefs unto your Majclly, that you would be gra- 
cioudy pleafcd lo renew your for? -er prc)clainaUf)n, tlrengthcn- 
ing it with fuch additional fe'veritics, upon ihofe who lhall not 
obey it, as fliail be agreeable lo iaw. 


jfddrefs to his Aloj(Jh, Alarch 10, 1676* 

May i: plcafe your Majedy, 

Majcily's mod loyal fnbjetds, the knights, citizens, 
^ an.d burgeifcs,* jn ParJianient adembled, find oiirfelves 
obliged, in duty and faithfulncfs to your Majedy, and in dif- 
charge of the trial repofed in us by thofe whom \vc reprefent, 
mod humbly to offer to your Majedy’s ferioiis conlideration, 
that the minds of your Majedy s per>plc arc much difquieicd 
with the inaiiifed danger ariling to yiuir Majedy's kingdoms 
by the growth and povNcr of the French King; (fpecially by 
the acquifitlons already made, and the furilu r progrefs likely 
to be made by him in the Spanilh Netherlands • in the piefer- 
vation and fecurity whereof, we humbly conceive the intereft 
of your Majedy, and the fafety of your people, are highly con- 
cerned : and, therefore, we mod humbly befeccli your Ma- 
jefty to take the fame into your royal care, and to llrengtheii 
j'ourfelf with fuch drifter alliances, as may lecurc your Ma- 
jefty’s kingdom, and preferve and fecure the faiil Nerhcrlands ; 
aod thereby quiet the minds of your Majedy’s people. 
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Hh Miijtftfi mojl graciQui Sketchy February 1677# 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

T HAVE called you together again, after a long prorogation, 

^ that you might have an opportunity to repair the misfor- 
tunes of the lalT feflion ; and to recover and rcitore the right 
end ‘and ulc of Parliaments. 

'J'he time I have given you to recollecl yourfclvcs in, and to 
conlidcT v/liithcr thofe (lltfercnces tend, which have been fo 
unhappily managed anti improved between you, is enough to 
leave you without all excufe, if ever you fall into the like 
again. 

1 ani now rcfolved to let the worhl fee, that it lhall not be 
my if they be not made Jiappy by your confullations in 
l\irl lament : tor I declare myfclf very plainly to you, that I 
come pieparcd to give you ail the fatisfaflion and feciirity in 
the great concerns of the proteftant religion, as it is eftablilhed 
in the church of England, that (hall reafonably be alked, or 
can confill with chriilian prudence. And I declare myfclf as 
iVecly, that lam ready to gratify jou in a further fecuring of 
your liberty and property, as you can think you want it, by as 
many good laws as )oii fliall propofc, and as can confift with 
the Ihfety of the government ; without which there will nei- 
tlicr be liberty nor prc'perty left to any man. 

Having thus plainly told yoti what I am ready to do for you, 

I lhall deal as plainly with you again, and tell you, w^hat it is 
I do exped from you. 

I do exped and require from you, that all occafions of dif- 
ference between the twolionfes be carctully avoided; for elfe 
they who have no hopes to prevent your good refohitions, will 
hope, by this referve, to hinder them from taking any effed# 
And let all men judge who is moil for arbitrary government; 
they that foment inch dilFerences as tend tp dilfolve all Parlia- 
ments ; or I, that wtu'ld pixTcrve this and all Parliaments from 
being matle nfcii fs by fi.ch dillcnficns. 

In the next place, I de fire you to confidcr the necellity of 
building more ll'.ips; and how much all our fafeties are con - 
cdiied in it. A 11. 1 iince the additional revenue of cxcife will 
Ihoitly expire, you that know me to be under a great burthen 
of dcht‘<, and how hard a lliift I am making to pay them off 
ns fail as I can, I ht'pc will never deny me the continuance of 
this rcvi nuo ; and idme rcafvuiable fupply to make my condi- 
tion moie cafy. 

And that yv)ii may be fatisfied, how impoifible it is (what- 
ever I'omc men think) to fuppoit the government with lefs than 
1 the 
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the prefent revenue, you may at any time fee the yearjy cfla- 
bliihed charge ^ by which it will appear, that, the conilant 
and unavoidable charge being paid, there will remain no over* 
plus towards the difeharging thofc contingencies which may 
happen in all kingdoms, and which have been a confiderablc 
charge to me this lad year. 

To conclude, I do recommend to you the peace of the 
kingdom, in the careful prevention of all differences ; -the 
£ifety of the kingdom, in providing for fome greater drength 
at fea \ and the profperily of the kingdom, in afliding the ne- 
ceflary charge and fupport of the government. 

And, if any of thefe good ends Ihould happen to be difap-. 
TOinted, I call God and men to witnefs this day, that the mif* 
fortune of that difappointment (hall not lie at my door. 


Addrejs to hh Alajcjly^ Apyil lo, 1677. 

May it pleafe your Majedy, 

\X 7 E your Majedy’s mod loyal fubjeds, the knights, citi-* 
^ ^ zens, and burgedes, in diis prefent Parliament affembled ; 
having, at the petition of divers commoners, greatly concerned 
in the prefervation of the life and edate of the Duke of Nor- 
folk, entered into confideration of the prefent condition of the 
faid Duke ; and, upon folcmn hearing of counfel on both fides, 
and examination of feveral witneffes before the Houfe, having 
found that the faid Duke is a liinntick, and hath been fo for 
many years pad ; and during all that time to have been kept 
in parts beyond the fea, at Padua, under the dominion of the 
Aate of Venice ; notwithdanding his condition is fuch, as we 
conceive, that he may be fafely and conveniently, and to the 
great benefit of his perfon, (confidering his didemper) be re- 
moved thence into England ; do mod humbly befeech your 
Majedy, that you would gracioufly be plcafed to take fome 
effedlual courfe, that the faid ] 3 uke may be fpeedily brought 
over into this kingdom ; that thereby he may be more imme- 
diately under yonr Majefiy’s care ; which will be not only to 
the great comfort and relief of the faid petitioners, but the ge- 
neral fatisfadlion of your Majedy’s fubjeds ; who tl.ink them- 
felves, and all others in whom they are concerned, mod fafo 
and fecure under your Majedy’s royal protcciion. 
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His Alajeftys Mejfagi to the Houfe of Commons, April 1 1, 1677* 
Charles Rex. 

TJIS Majefty having confidered your laft addrefs, and finding 
lV»nic late alteration in the affairs abroad, thinks it necef- 
fary to put you in mind, that the only way to prevent the dan- 
ger whith may arife to thefe kingdoms, mult be, by putting 
his Majcfty timely in condition to make fuch fitting prepara- 
tions as may enable him to do what (hall be molt for the fecu- 
rity of them. And if, for this reafon, you (hall defire to lit 
any IfMigertimc, the King is content you adjourn now before 
Ealter, and meet again fuddcnly after ; to ripen this matter, 
and to jiei feel feme of the molt ncceirary bills now depending. 

Ghen at the court at Whitehall, the eleventh dayoC 
April, 1677. 


Addrefs to his Majejiy, April 13, 1677. 

May it plcafe your mod Excellent Majcfty, 

XTTE your Majeft/s mod dutiful and loyal fubjeSs, the 
^ Commons in this prefent Parliament affembled, do, with 
great faiisf'\^lion of mind, obferve the regard your Majedy is 
plcafcd to exprefs to our former addreifes, by intimating to us 
the i itc alteration in affairs abroad; and do return our moft 
hnirblc thanks for your Majedy’s gracious offer made to us 
thereupon in your lad meffage : and, having taken a ferious 
deliberation of the fume, and of the preparations your Majedj 
hath therein intimated to us were fitting to be made, in order 
to thefe public ends ; we have for the prefent, provided a fc- 
^^tirity, in a bill for an additional duty of cxcife ; upon which 
your Majedy may raife the fum of two hundred tiioufand 
P'Mjnds; and if your Majedy (hall think fit to call us together 
again for this purpofc, in fome (liort time after Eader, by any 
public (ignific.ition ot your Majedy's plcafure commanding 
our attendance, we (hall, at our next meeting, not only be ready 
to rcimbiirfe your Majedy what fuius of money (hall be ex- 
pended upon fuch extraordinary preparations as (hall be made 
iii ptirfiiance of our former addreifes ; but (hall likewife, with 
mod cheerful hearts, proceed, both then, and at all other times, 
to iiirnilh your Majedy with fo large proportions of allidances 
and fupplies upon this occafion, as may give your Majelly and 
the whole w orld an ample tedimony of our loyalties and affec- 
tions to your Majedy’s fervice ; and may enable your Majedy, 
by the help of Almighty Godi to maintain fuch drifter al- 
liances 
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liances as you fliall have entered into, againft all oppolition 
ivbatfoever« 

jMeJJage from his, Majefty to the Houfe of Commons^ 

April i 5 , 1677. 

Charlbs Rex* 

T!TiS Majcfty having confidered the anfwcr of this Houfe' to 
his laft melfage, abi.ut enabling him to make fitting pre- 
parations for the feciiriiy of thefe kingdoms, finds by it, that 
'they have only enabled him to borrow two hundred thoufiind 
pounds, upon a fund given him f'^r other ufes : his Majefty 
ilefires, therefore, the Houfe lliould know, and he hopes they 
Brill always believe of him, that not only that fund, but any 
other within his power, lhall be engaged to the ulmoft for pre- 
Icrvation of his kingdoms. 

But, as his Majeliy^s condition is, (which, he doubts not but 
is as well known to this Houfe as to himfclf,) he mull tell 
them plairdy, that, without a fiim of fix hundred thoufand 
popnds, or credit for fuch n fiim upon tiew funds, it will not 
be poilible for him to fpeak^or act ihoie things which Ihould 
anfw'cr the ends of their feveral addrellcsf without expofing the 
lingdoms to much greater dar.gers, 

Hi> Majefty d<'e«: further acquaint them, that having done 
his part, and laid the true.ftate of things before them, he will 
not be wanting to ufe the heft means for the fafety of his peo- 
ple, which his prefent condilicm is capable of. 

Given at the court at Whitehall, the fixtccnth day of 
April, 1677. 

AdJrefs by the Houje of Commons^ April 16, 1677. 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

"VOUR Majefty’s mod loyal and dutiful fubjefis, the Com- 
* mons, in this prefent Parliament aircmbled, having con- 
fidered your Majefiy’s laft meflage, and the gracious cxprclfums 
therein contained, for employing your wdiolc revenue, at any 
time, to raife money for the prefervation of your Majefty’s 
kingdoms, do find great caufe to return our moft humble thanks 
for the fame ; and to defire your Majefty to reft aflTiir^, that 
(hall find as much duty and aftedion in us, as can be cx- 
l^refled by a moft loyal people to a moft gracious fovcrcign. 
And, whereas your Majefty is pleafed to fignify to us, that the 
fum of two htindred thoufand pounds is not fufiicient, without 
fuTthcT fiipplies, to enable your Majefty to fpeak and ad thofe 

things 
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things which are delired by your people, we humbly take leave 
to acquaint your Majefty, that many of our members being, 
upon an expeflati on of adjournment before Ealler, gone into 
their feveral countries ; we cannot think it parliamentary, in 
their abfence, to take upon us the granting of money ; but do 
therefore defire your Majefty to be pleafed, that this Houfe 
may adjourn itfelf for fume Ihort time, before the fum of two 
hundred thoufand pounds can be expended, as your Majefty 
(hail think fit ; and by your royal proclamation command the 
attendance of all our members at the day of meeting : by 
which time we hope ycur Majefty ujay have fo formed your 
affairs, and fixed your alliances, in purfuance of our former ad* 
drelfes, that your Majefty may be gracioully pleafed to impart 
them to us in Parliament. 

And we no ways doubt, but, at our next airembling, your 
Majefty will not only meet with a compliance in the fiipply 
your Majefty dcfircs, but with all fiich aftiftances, as the pof- 
ture of your affairs fkall require : in confidence whereof, we 
hope your Majelly w’ill be encouraged, in the mean time, to 
fpcak and ad fuch things, as your Majefty lhall judge neceffary 
for attaining thofc great ends we have formerly reprefente^ to 
your Majefty. ” • 


His Alujejifs Anfwcrt May 23, 1677# 

Gentlemen, 

T SENT for you hither, that I might prevent thofe miftakes 
^ and diftrufts, which I find foine arc ready to make, as 
if I had called you together only to get money from you for 
other ufes than }ou would have it employed. 

I do allure you, upon the word of a king, that you lhall not 
repent any truft you repofe in me for the fafety of my king- 
doms ; and I defire you to believe, 1 would not break my ere* 
dit with you. 

But as 1 have already told you, that it will not be poffible 
for me to fpcak or ad thofe things, which Ihould anfwer the 
ends of your feveral addreifes, w^iihout expofing my kingdoihs 
to much greater dangers ; fo 1 declare to you again, that I will 
neither hazard my own fafety noryour's, until I be in a better 
conditj^on than I am able to put myfclf, both to defend my lub<^ 
jeds,' and offend my enemies. 

1 do further allure you, that I have not loft one day fince 
your laft meeting, in doing all I can for ycuir .defence ; and I 
tell you plainly, it lhall be your fault, and not mine, if oar 
fecuritics be not fufliciently provided for. 


Addnfs 
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Addrefi by the Commons to the K/ngi May 25, 1677# 

May it pleafe your moft Excellent Majefty, 

Majefty’s moft loyal and dutiful fiibjc6ls, the Com-* 
monsy in Parliament alFembled, having taken into their fe- 
lious confideration your Majefty’s gracious fpcech, do befeech 
your Majefty to believe it is a great affliclion to them, to find 
themfelves obliged, at prefent, to decline the granting your 
Majefty the fupply your Majefty is pleafcd to demand ; con- 
ceiving it is not a jceablc to the ufage of Pari'Lnucnt, to grant 
fupplics ft)r iraiiilenance of wars and alliance, before they are 
fignifted in Parliament : which the two wars againil the States 
of liie united Provinces, linccyoiir Majefty 's lia^-py rcllor.ilion, 
and the league made with them in laniiary 1668, lor pi el’erva- 
tionof the Spanilh Netherlands, fufficiently prove, without trou- 
bling your Majefty with inftances of greater anliqr.ity. From 
which ufage if we ftioiild depart, the precedent might be of 
dangerous confcqiience in future times ; though yo>ir Majefty’s 
goodnefs gives us great fccurity during your Majefty’s reign; 
which we befeech God long 4) continue.* .This confideration 
prompted us, in our laft addrefs to your Majrjty before our late 
recefs, humbly to mention to your Majefty van* hopes, that, 
before our meeting again, your Majefty’s alliances might be fo 
fixed, as that your Majefty might be gracioufty pleafcd to im- 
part them to us in Parliament ; that To our carneft delircs of 
fupplying your Majefty for profeciiting thofc great ends wc had 
humbly laid before your Majefty, might meet with no impedi- 
ment or obftruclion ; being highly fenfiblc of the ncccftity of 
fupporting as well as making the alliances humbly deft red in our 
former addrciTcs ; and which wc ftill conceive fo Important to 
the fafety of your Majefty and your kingdoms, that we cannoi, 
without iinfaithfulnefs to your Majefty, and ihofe wc reprcfcnl, 
omit, upon all occafions, humbly to befeech your Majefty, as 
we now do, to enter into a league, offenfive and dcfenfivc, 
, with the States General of the United Provinces, againlt the 
growth and power of the French king ; and for the prefervation 
of the Spanifh Netherlands ; and to make fuch other alliances 
with fuch other of the confederates as your Majefty ftiall think 
fit and ufeful to that end. In doing which, that no time may 
loft, wc humbly offer to your Majefty thefe reafoiis for the 
expediting it : 

‘ I. That, if the entering into fuch alliances fliould draw on 
a war with the French king, it would be leaft detrimental to 
your Majefty’s fubjecls at this time of the year ; they havings 
now, fcwcft cffcfls within the dominions of ibat king. 

^ II. That 
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II. That though we have great reafon to believe the power 
of the French king to be dangerous to your Majeily and your 
kingdoms, when he (hall be at more leifure to molelt us ; yet 
we conceive the many enemies he hath to deal with at prefent, 
together with the fituation of your Majefty’s kingdoms, the 
unanimity of your people in this caufe, the care your Majefty 
hath been plcafcd to lake of your ordinary guard for the fea ; • 
together with the credit provided by the late a6l, cntituled. 

An A£l for an additional Excife for Three Years V’ maKc 
the entering into and declaring alliances very fate ; until wc 
may, in a regular w’uy, give your Majeity fuch further lupplies 
as may enable your Alajclty to fuppor your alliances, and de- 
fend your kingdoms. 

III. Bccaufe of the great danger and charge which muft ne- 
cclfarily fall upon your Majeity’s kingdoms, if through want of 
that timely encouragement and affillance, which your Majefty’s 
joining with the States of the United Provinces, and other the 
confederates, would give them, the faid States, or any other ' 
confidcrable part of the confederates, (hould this next winter, 
or fooncr, make a pcacie or truce with the French king (the 
prevention whereof h^uerto muft be acknowledged to be a An- 
gular eftedf of Gcj'stgoodnefs ;) wdiich if it fliould happen, 
your Majefty ^y:hlld afterwards be ncceftitateci with fewer, 
perhaps with no Alliances or affiftanccs, to w ithftand*the power 
of the French king, which hath fo long and fo fiiccefsfully con- 
tended with fo many and potent adverfarics : and, whilft he con- 
tinues his overbalancing greatnefs, muft' always be dangerous 
to his neighbours ; iince he w^ould be able to opprefs any one 
confederate before the reft could get together, and be in fo good 
a pofture of ofiending him as tli-y now arc, being jointly en- 
gaged in a w ar ; and if he ihould be fo fuccefstul as to make a 
peace, or difuni;e the prefent confidcraiion againll him ; it is 
much to be feared, w hether it would be pollible ever to reunite 
it : at Icaft, it would be a Avork of fo much time and difficulty, 
as would leave your Majefty ’s kingdoms expofed to much mifery 
and danger. 

Having thus difeharged our duty, in laying before your Ma- 
jefty the dangers threatening your Majefty and your kingdoms; 
andjtjjeonly remedy wc cm think of for preventing it, and fe- 
cunng and quieting the minds of your Majefty ’s people ; with 
fome few of thofc reafons which have moved us to this and our 
former addreffes on this fubjcdl, we moil humbly bcfeech your 
Majefty to take this matter into your moft fei iousconfideration; 
and to take fuch refohuions, as may not leave it in the power of 
any neighbouring prince to rob your people of that happiner$ 
which they enjoy .under your Majefty's g rarfous government ; 

befeeching 
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befecching your Majefty lo reft confident and afTureiK tfiaf, 
'when your Majefty (hall be pleafed to declare fuch alliances in 
Parliament^ we fhall hold ourfelves obliged, not only by our 
promifes and airurances given, and now with great unanimity 
renewed in a full Houfe, but by the zeal and defires of thofe 
-l^hom we reprefent, and by the intereft of all otir fafeties, moft 
cheerfully to give your Majefty fuch fpeedy fupplies and aftift- 
ances, as may fully and plentifully anfwer the occalions ; and, 
by God’s blclliiig, preferve your Majefty’s honour, and the 
fafety of your people. 

All which is moft humbly fubmitled to your Majefty’s great 
wifdonu 


His Afiijt'fty s jltifivcfy Affly 2%^ 1^77- 
G£NTLEM£N, 

^OULD I have been fiicnt, I would rather have chofen to 
be fo, than to call to mind things fo unfit for you to med- 
dle with, as are contained in fome part^of your addrefs; wherein 
you have entrenched upon fo,imdoubtca^' right of the crown, 
that 1 am confident it will appear in no*agv. (when the fword 
was not drawn) that the prer<»gativc of makb^g peace and war 
jiath becn'fo dangeroufly invaded. You do not content yoiir- 
fclvcs with defjring me to enter into fuch leagues, as may be 
for the fafety of the kingdom ; but you tell me w hat fort of 
leagues they niuft be, and with whom : and as your addrefs is 
worded, it is more liable to be undcrilood to be by your leave, 
than your requeft, that I Ihould make fuch other alliances as 1 
pleafe with other of the confederates. Should I futfer this iun- 
damental power of making peace and war to be fo far invaded 
(though but once) as to have the manner and ciroumftanccs of 
leagues preferibed to me by Pailiamcnt, it is plain, that no 
prince or ftatc w'ould any longer believe, that the fovereignty of 
JEngland refls in the crown ; nor could I think myfclf to fignify 
any more to foreign princes, than the empty found of a king. 
Wherefore you iiiav reft alfurLd, that no condition fliall make 
me depart from, or leifcn, fo eflcntial a part of the monarchy : 
and 1 am willing to believe fo well of this Houfe of Commons, 
that I am confident tliefc ill confcquences are not intended by 
you. 

Thcfe are, in flmrt, the rcafons, why I can by no means 
approve of your addrefs. And yet, though you have declined 
to grant me that fupply, which is fo neceftary to the ends of it, 
1 do again declare to you, that, as 1 have done all that lay in 
my power, fince vour laft meeting, fo 1 will ftill apply myfelf, 

by 
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by all means I can, to let the world fee my care, both for the 
fecurlty and fatisfa^ion of my people ; although' it may not be 
with thofe advantages to them, which, by your affiftance, 1 
might have procured. 


A Meffage frem his MajeJiy^ December 3> 1697. 
CiiARLEs Rex. 

TJIS Majefty, having )given notice by his proclamation, thal 
he intended the Houfes fhould be adjourned till the fourth 
of April, hath now, for weighty confi derations, thought fit to 
meet with both Houfes fooner : and therefore his pleafure is, 
that this Houfe be adjourned to the fifteenth day of January next. 


A Mejfage from his Majefty y January 
Charles Rex. 

UIS Majefty hath matten? of very great importance to com- 
municate to both Houfes, in order to the fatisfa&ion of 
their late addrefles fo^tTje prefervation of Flanders: but it fo 
happening that ma^s are not yet fo ripe, as within a few days 
they will be; thereiore his Majefty’s pleafure is, that thft Houfe 
be immediately adjourned till Monday, the twenty-eighth of 
this inftant January. 


His Majefty s meji gracious Speechy January lHy 1678. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

XT^HEN we parted laft, I told you, that, before we met 
again, I would do that which ftiould be to your fatisfac- 
lion. I have accordingly made fuch alliances with Holland as 
are for the prefervation of Flanders ; and which cannot fail of 
that end, iinlefs prevented either by want of due affiftanccs to 
fupport thofe alliances, or by the fmall regard the Spaniards 
themfelvcs muft have to their own prefervation. 

Jhe firft of thefe I cannot fufped, by reafon of your repeated 
^^figajgeirfents to maintain them \ and I know you are fo wife^ 
as to confider, that a war, which muft be the ncceflary confc-. 
quence'of them, oucht neither to be profecuted by halves, not 
to want fuch alfurdncts of perfeverance, as may give me 
encouragement to purfue it : befides, it will not be lefs necelGffp 
fo let our enemies have fuch a profpeft of our refoVutions, as 
may let them foe certainly, that we Ihill not be weary of wi 
’ VOL. I. P arnis. 
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irms, till Chriftcndom be reftoredto fuch a peace, as Ihall not 
be in the power of any prince alone to difturt. 

I do acknowledge to you, that 1 have ufed all the means pof- 
fible, by a mediation, to have procured an honourable and fate 
peace tor Chrillendom ; knowing how preferable fuch a peace 
would have been to any war, and efpccially to this kingdom ; 
which mud neccflarily own the vaft benefits it has received by 
peace, whilft its neighbours only have yet fmartcd by the .war : 
butj finding it no longer to be hoped for by fair means, it fliall 
not be my fault, if that be not obtained by force, which can- 
not be had otherwife. For this reafon I have recalled my troops 
from France ; and have confidercd, that, allliough the Dutch 
fliall do their parts, we cannot have lefs on our's, than ninety 
fail of capital Ihips conftantly maintained ; nor lefs than thirty 
or forty thoufand landmen, with their dependencies, to be em- 
ployed upon our fleets, and elfewherc. And bccaiifc there 
Ihall be no jealoiify or fear of mifemploying what you fliall give 
to thefe ufts, 1 am contented, that fuch money be appropriated 
to thofe ends as ftriclly as you can defirc. I have given tefti- 
mony enough of my care in that ki^id, by the progrefs I have 
fnade in building the new' (hips ; .^^^ereln, for the making 
them more ufeful, 1 have ‘^direded fufh.|arger dimcnficns, as 
will cod me above one hundred thoufand p^^unds more than the 
md allow'S. 1 have gone as far as 1 could ui lepairing the old 
fleet, and in buying of neceffary dorcs for the navy and ord- 
nance ; and in this and other provilions for the belter fccuiing 
both my foreign plantations, and the iflands nearer home, 1 
have expended a great deal more than the two hundred thoufand 
^pounds yUu enabled me to borrow upon the excife ; although 1 
have not found fuch credit as 1 expected upon that fccurity. 

I have borne the charge botli ot a rebellion in Virginia, and 
a new war with Algiers : 1 dand engaged to the Prince of 
Orange for my niece’s portion ; and I (hall not be able to 
maintain my conftant ncceifary ellabliihmcnts, unicfs the new 
impofls upon wines, &c. be continued to me i w'hich would 
brhcfwife turn only to their profit, to whom we lead intend it. 

I hope tbefc things will need little recommendation to you, 
when you coniider your promifes in fome, and the neceflity of 
the reft. And, to let you fee, that I have not only employed 
xny time and treafure for your fafety, but done all I coifld-to re- 
move all forts of jealoiiiics, I have married my niece to the 
Prince of Orange; by which 1 hope 1 have given full alfurances, 
that I ihall never fufler his intereds to be ruined, if I can be af^ 
lifted as 1 ought to be to preferve them. 

y Having done all this, 1 exped from you a plentiful fupply 
fuitable to fuch great occafions ; whei'eon depends not Only the 
* honour^ 
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hotvtur^ but, f(||.yught I know, the being of an Cnglilh nation ; 
which will not be faved by finding faults afterwards ; but may 
be prevented by avoiding the chief fault of doing weakly and by 
halves what can only be hoped from a vigorous and thorough 
profecutioii of what wc undertake. 

Thefe confiderations are of the greateft importance that ever 
concerned this kingdom : and therefore I would have you enter 
immediately upon them, without fuffering any other bufinefs 
whatfoever to divert you from bringing them to good refolutions. 


Addr^fs by the Houfe of Commons y January 31, 1678. 

your Majefty’s moft humble and loyal fubjefls, the 
Commons, in this prefent Parliament airembled, do, in 
all duty and gratitude, render our mod humble thanks to your 
mod facred Majedy, for the great care your Majedy hath ex- 
prclFcd for tlie prefervation and cncouragiment of the protedant 
religion, by concluding a marriage between the Lady Mary, 
your Majedy’s niece, ai|d the Prince of Orange ; being a 
Prince profclling the fi^me religioji with us, and engaged in 
arms for the defenc/of the common caufe of Chridendom ; 
for the promoting /r which we do, in all humility, and with 
the highed zeal ro your Majefiy’s honour, and the Tafety of 
your people, befeech your Majedy not to admit of any treaty of 
peace, whereby the French King fliall be left in the pofleffion 
of any laiger dominions and territoxies, or of any greater power, 
than what he retained by the Pyrenean treaty : Icfs than which, 
we conceive, cannot fccurc your Majedy's kingdoms, and the' 
red of Europe, from the growth and powder of the faid King; 
but that he alone may be able to diduib the peace thereof, when- 
foever he is minded to attempt it ; the places referved by that 
treaty to the King of Spain, in the Netherlands, being advan- 
tageous, as well by the vicinity of forac important towns and 
garrifons to the kingdom of France, as by the extent of the ter- 
ritory. And we do mod humbly defire, that in all treaties, ar- 
ticles, and confederations, in order to the obtaining that end, 
your Majedy w'ould be pleafed to provide, that none of the 
^rties that (hall join with your Majedy in making war for that 
^ 'pul'j;yiff6, may lay down their arms, or depart from their alli- 
ances, until the faid King be reduced at lead to the faid treaty'; 
and we do further dclirc, as one of the mod cffcftual means to 
obtain thofe ends, that it may be agreed between’ your Majedy 
and the confederates, that neither ourfelves, nor any of thetn^ 
lhall hold any commerce or trade with the French King, or his 
fubjeds, during fuch war ; and that no commodity of tho 
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^bwtti, prdjofi, or nuinufadure of France, or of any of-the ter- 
ritories or dominions of the French King, be admitted to be 
brought into your MajefW’s, or any of their countries and domi- 
nions, either by land or (ea ; or to W fold within the fame : but 
that they be feized and deftroyed wherefoever they be found ; and 
days to be limited for the fame, in as Ihort a time as the nature of 
fuch affairs will permit : and that in all treaties, articles, and 
Confederations, made in order to or for the profecution of fuch 
war, it may be agreed and declared, that no veird of any na- 
tion whatfoever (hall be permitted to enter into, or come out of 
the ports of France, but that the fhip and nfen (hall be feized, 
and the goods dedroyed. 

We do therefore muft humbly dcfire your Majefty to proceed 
in making fuch alliances and confederations, as fhall be ncccf- 
fary for the attaining thofe ends : and though \vc believe your 
Majefty can never doubt of the affeAions of your people, yet,^ 
upon this occafion, we do, with all alacrity, and, with one 
unanimous confent, renew our former promifes and engage- 
ments : befeeching your Majefty to reft confidently aftured of 
our perfcverance in the profecution UC the faid war ; and that, 
when your Majefty (hall jfleafe to impart fuch alliances and 
confederations to us in Parliament, we ip^ll, upon all occa- 
lions, give your Majefty fuch ready afliftanc\;s and fupports, as 
may, by the bleiling of God, bring the faid war to a happy 
concluiiun. 


His M&jeJly's Anfwtr to the ahovi Addrejsy Fthruary 4, 1678. 

Charles Rex. 

JUIS Majefty hath received and perufed the late addrefs of 
this Hoiife ; and thereunto returneth this anfwer. 

He is not a little furprifed to find fo much inferted there, of 
what there fhould not be, and fo little of what fliould. 

In the fifft place, his Majefty’s fpccch was to both Houfet 
jointly : and the matter being of fo public a concern, it is cer- 
minly very convenient the return to that fpecch (hould be made 
jointly ; for to receive fcvcral aJdrcITes, and poflibly very dif- 
ferent, cannot but adminifter ntaticr of diftradion to his coun- 
fels, and confequcntly to the affairs of the nation : noc 't ih*. 
Houfe of Peers reafonably to be left out, in tranfadiing thofe 
things which at laft muft needs pafs by them. 

In the next place, he obferves in the addrefs of this Houfe, 
of the twentieth of May laft, you invite his Majefty to a league, 
ofFcnfivc and dcfenfivc, with Holland, againft the growth 
* 5 ?^ French King, and for prefervation of the 

^anilh Netherlands ; and> upon his declaration of fuch alli- 

ancesy. 
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ances, you affurc his Majefty of fuch fpeedy afliftanccs and 
fuppliesy as may fully and plentifully anfwer the occafions : 
his Majefty hath made, accordingly, the alliances, offenfivc 
and dcfenfivc, with Holland ; and declared it to you in Parlia- 
ment , fo his part is performed : but, as to that of this Houfe 
for fupplicb, though be aflcfd it in his fpeech, you give no an- 
fwer, nor the leafl hin*^ - ^ :;^Fording him any thing to fupport 
the treaties he hath made : only the old proinifcs are put to new 
conditions ; and fo he ma) be iifed to eternity, ftiould he feem 
fatisfied with fuel', proccedirgs. 

You are nut to think, that cither his Majcfly, or the Stales 
General, being to embark in fo great a defign, would deprive 
themfelvesof the other I’o confidcrablc alliances. Some minif- 
ters of the moft concerned princes have known d approved 
his treaty with the Slates General : and, tlial he hath not for- 
merly concluded one with tiicin, i.i*. *cafon is, that the diftance 
of the places the princes concerned re fide in, would not give 
time to perfeft fo many treaties, lo be ratified in places fo re- 
mote : and, laying well the foundation in Holland, there could 
not be much doubt of t*?cir confent, for whofe intereft that 
treaty is made : but 17 lining can delay, or indeed difappoint, 
thofe treaties, inou' tlfan the failing of this Houfe to fupport 
thefe Ins Majefty ^'ath made : he miift acquit his credit there, 
and fee his word"^ ihali he maintained, before he can engage 
it clfcwhcre afrefh. 

In his Majelly’s anfwer to the addrefs of this Houfe, of the 
twentieth of May, he told you how highly Ke was offended at 
that great invafion of his prerogative : but you take no notice 
of it ; but, on the contrary, add to your former ill conduA 
new invafions, equally offeafive to his Majeily’s aurhorily, as 
contrary to his, and, he thinks, moft other men^s judgments. 

This Houfe defires his Majefty to oblige his confederates 
never to confent to a peace, but upon condition the Moft 
Chriftian King be reduced to the Pyrenean treaty at Icaft : a 
determination fitting only for God Almighty ; for none can tell 
what can be fitting conditions for a peace, but he that can cer- 
tainly forctcl the events of the w'ar. 

You advife his Majefty to enjoin not only his allies, but all 
th^^VK^rld, not to let a Ihip of their’s to go to, or come from 
France, upon pain of lofs of goods, capture of (hips and men, * 
not excepting cither ally, prince, or ambalTador, (ifamongft 
them) : he doth not believe that ever any alTembly of men gave 
fo great and public a provocation to the whole world, without 
either having provided, or fo much as confidered how to pro- 
vide, one Ihip, one regiment, or one penny, towards j unify- 
ing it, (at leaft as far as you have acquainted him.) Howev^r^ 
to iliew you how w'illing his Majefty is to dve all reafonable 
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fatisfa£tion to this Hoiife, how unrcafonable foever the propo- 
fitions made him are, he doth again repeat to you what he faid 
on the twenty-eighth paft, that if, by your affiflancc, he may 
be put into arms fufficient for fiich a work, his Majefty will 
not be weary of them, till Chriltendom be rcftored to fuch a 
peace, as it (hall not be in the power of any prince alone to 
diilurb. 

This is, in the confequcnce of it, as much as a prince that 
valucth his word, can fay to you : and he is fuch a one. But, 
to fay he will make no other peace, than fuch a particular 
peace, whether able or not able, \\hether abandoned by his 
allies or not, is not to be faid upon folcmn engagement ; be- 
caufe not certainly to be performed. 

In film, Gentlemen, the right of making and managing war 
and peace is in his Majefty ; and if you think he \\ill depart 
from any part of that right, you are miftakeiu The reins of 
government are in his hands ^ and he hath the fame refolutimi 
and concern to preforve them there, as he hath to preforve his 
own perfon ; and he keeps both for Jiis people's protc6lion arul 
fafety ; and will employ them fo far a:^he can. If tliis Houfe 
encourage his Majefty to go farther in alliances, by fupplylng 
him in maintaining thofe he hath madc,'*his care and utmolt 
endeavour will be employed for you. If this Houfe doth in- 
tend this, it miift be fpeedy : the time and conjunfture alFord 
not leifure toconfult long: and therefore his Majefty defirerh, 
that, without further lofs of time, yon apply yourfclvcs to the 
conftderation of that fiipply ; for from ihcncc he mull lake his 
inealures. 


jiddrefs by the Houfe of Commons, March 15, 1678. 

your Majefty's mod humble and loyal fubjeds, the 
Commons, in this prefent Parliament alfembled, do, in 
all duty and faithfulnefs to your Majefty ’s fcrvice, humbly pre- 
fent your Majefty w'ith this our advice ; that, for the fatisiying 
the minds of your good fubjefts, who are much dlfqui. ted 
with the apprehenfions of the dangers ariling to this kin '1 >Tn 
from the growth and power of the French King ; and f he 
. encouragement of the princes and Hates confcderateiTriL^.-.nft 
him; your Majefty would gracioully be plcaftd imiTK ('!::ie 1 y 
to dcclai'e, proclaim, and enter into an adhial war again It tiic 
faid French King: for the profccution whereof, as vj: iiavc 
already pafled a bill of fupply, which only wants yoM^ royal 
aflent, fo we defirc your Majefty to re It conftantly :: dined, 
that we will, from time to time, proceed to ftand by and ait! 
yOur Majefty with fuch plentiful fiipplics and afliflanccs, as 



( ). 

your Majefty’s occafions for fo royal an undertaking (hall rft- 
quire. ^ And becaiife your Majefty’s endeavours, by way of 
mediation, have not produced thofe good efFc<as your Majefty 
intended, we do molt humbly befeech your Majefty, that you 
would gracioufly be pleafed to recal your ambalFadors from 
Nimeguen and France, and to cattfe the French ambaftador to 
depart from hence ; that your Majefty being publicly difen-* 
gaged from acting as a mediator, or upon fuch terms and con- 
ditions as were then propofcd, your Majefty may enter into the 
war to no other end, than that the faid French King may be re- 
duced unto fuch a condition, as he may be no longer terrible to 
your Majefty’s fubjc6ts; and that Chriftendom may be reftored 
to fuch a peace, as may not be in the power of the faid King to 
difturb. 


MeJJage from his Majefty ^ March 19, 1678* 
Charles Rex. 

UlS Majefty hath received the notice fent him by this Houfc, 
that the poll bill was now ready for the royal aflent: which 
his Majefty was well pleafed to hear, .and refolvcih to pafs it 
to-morrow. His Majefty defircth this Houfe to difpatch the 
reft of the fiipply promifed him, with all expedition*: the fea 
and land preparations run great danger of being difappointed, 
if thofe fijpplics be retarded : and it would be a fatisfaftion to 
his Majefty, that no more time ftiould be loft in a work fo ne- 
ceftary for the fafety and reputation of the nation, as the hnilh- 
ing thofe fupplics. 


Speech by the Lord Chancellor, April 29, 1678. 

My Lords, and you, the Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles, 
of the Houfc of Commons, 

TJlS Majefty, having made a league offenfive and defenfivc 
with Holland, and endeavoured to improve that league by 
entering into further and more general alliances, for the profe- 
cution of the* war, hath ncverthclefs thought fit, before he 
make his laft ftep, to take the further advice of both his 
Houfes of Parliament ; and rcfolves to govern himielf by it. 
And to the end his Parliament may be able to give a clear 
and certain judgment in this matter, his Majefty hath com- 
manded that the prefent ftate and condition of atFairs ihould be 
fully and plainly opened to you. And this I ihall do in few 
W'ords. 
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The addrefs to his Majefty from both Houfes was ujpon tho 
fixteenth of March> one thoufand fix hundred and feventy-fix ; 
wherein the dangerous growth of the French monarchy being 
obferved, and the conquefts made in Flanders, together with 
ihe ill confequences arifing from thence, his Majefty isdefirous 
ftrengthen himfelf by fuch ft ri£ter alliances as may fecure his 
own kingdoms, and preferve the Span! (h Netherlands. 

Belt this addrefs did neither defire nor feem to intend, that his 
Majefty Ihould fo fuddenly and fo abruptly depart from his 
figure of mediator, as immediately to become a party in the 
War, before any fuch alliances were made : for this addrefs w'as 
followed with feveral other addreftes from the Commons, in 
rhcjmonthsof March, April, and May following, all of them 
prelfmg his Majefty to haften his entry into fuch alliances ; and 
one of them particularly pointing at a league oftenfivc and de- 
fenfive with the States General. And, in truth, as no alli- 
ances could well be made, till \vc had concluded with Holland; 
fo no entry could be made upon ahy alliance with Holland, un- 
til the mind of the Prince of Orange w'ere pcrfe£lly known ; 
for upon him would depend much of that certainty and fecrecy 
which was abfolutely necelfary to bring fuch a treaty to perfcc- 
t*oi: but « he Prii.ee \^as in fo great a hurry of bufinefs, and 
fuch a hta* cf adlion, that no time could poUibly be found all 
that ftimmer to enter upon this treaty. And yet that no time 
might be loft, his Majefty did all he could at home, to fit and 
prepare himfelf for fuch an alliance, when 'the time ftiould 
come : he repairs his old fleet ; buys in ncceftary ftorcs for the 
navy and ordnance: and in this and other provifions, for betlcj 
fecuring his foreign plantations and illands nearer home, ex- 
pended a great deal more than the two hundred thoufand pounds 
which he was enabled to borrow upon the cxcife : and if he 
oould have then prevailed to have had the fix hundred thoufand 
pounds completed, as he defircd, the expenfe of that in otfier 
ftores and provifions, both for land and fea, would by this time 
have given an univerfal content and faiisfadion. 

Nor did his Majefty reft here, but he continued all the reft of 
that ftimmcr to make all the fteps he could towards an alliance 
with Holland. To this end he did, in the nrtonth of June, 
ftnd for his ambaffador. Sir Wm. Temple, to come to him 
from Nimeguen, in order to his being employed to negociate 
whh the Prince of Orange, touching thofe mcafurcs which 
Were neceflary to be taken for the common fafety : but the 
Prince’s continual adion caufed it to be deferred ; and yet, in 
Aiigfift following, the King appoints his ambaflador Mr. Hyde 
upon the Prince, and to know of him what courfe he 
" thought 
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thought beft to be taken, as things then flood ; and to defire 
him, that he would either write lus own mind, or fend fomc 
perfon hiiher, inftrucled with it, or come himfelf. The Prince 
was plcafed to chiife the latter. 

By that convcrfation with his Highnefs, his Majcfty quickly 
unilcrllood to what a low eftate the affairs ot Holland were re- 
duced ; and in what great diforders the reft ot the confederatef 
were; they in Handers totally dL'fponding, and the people in 
Holland being violent for a peace. So that il-cie Teemed to be 
no other remedy or expedient left, but ior His Majefly to try 
whether a peace could be obtained upon reafonable conditions ; 
this bt ing the main and principal point to which the King had 
been all that year earneflly folicited by ihe States ; that is to fay^ 
in the months of January, May, and September laft, juft be- 
fore the Prince came over: and his Majctly Itad rcafon to be- 
lieve, that fuch endeavours would be grateful to the States; 
and took thereby an opportunity to engage the States, that, in 
cafe of refufal, they (liould enter into fuch an alliance with hii 
Majefty, as might enablc|him to obtain his dciircs by force of 
arms : for his Majcfty did well perceive, tha? the States of 
Holland, whom he had fo long fofind weary of the war, would 
ne\cr cuter into any alliance with his Majefty for the profecu- 
lion of this v/ar without a profpeft of a peace. 

And, to convince the world that his Majcfty was refolved 
to efpoufc the intcreft of the Stales General to the uttermoft, 
his Majeify (who could not but fee that the happinefs and prof- 
perity of the Prince did very much depend upon the quiet and 
repofe of iln fc count: ies,) did, in tlic lime of their moft 
prefting dangers, give his own niece in marriage to the Prince ; 
which acl alone was enough to extiiiguilh all the fears at home^ 
and raife the hopes of all that were abroad. And with this af- 
furance, and this evidence of the King’s good intentions to the 
States, the Prince returned. 

And now, to the end it might be known whether his Moft 
Chriftiaii Majefty would confent to fuch condition . of peece, 
as might be grateful to the States ; and that fuch meafures 
might be taken as were fit, in cafe of refufal, conditions were 
prepared and fent to Paris, by the Earl of Feverlham, in No- 
vember lali ; and in December following, the Earl of Fe- 
verlham returns with an anfwer very dilfatisfa'^lory. 

This ill anfwer being reuirned, his Majefty liaftened the 
meeting of the Parliament ; and proceeded to clofe up the 
treaty with the States General, for obtaining of thofi- condi- 
tions by force of anns^ which could not be obtained by iatf 
means. 


And 
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And this is the league offenfive and defenfive made with 
Holland, and concluded in the beginning of January laft : 
which his Majefty is gracioufly pleafed may be communicated 
to the Parliament, if they flialldcfire to fee it. 

And his Majefty, at the fame time, and for the fuller fatis- 
faftion of his Parliament, and the better fcciuing of his king- 
doms, in all events, did further take care to conclude another 
perpetual defenfive treaty with the States General. 

In execution of the offenfive and defenfive league, his Ma- 
jefty fent to the States, to have the number of forces by fea and 
laud adjiifted ; and did agree what his own quota by fea ftiould 
be ; and fent over fome forces into Flanders ; and iiad fent 
more, but that fome diflicultics W’erc made on that fide ; which 
his Majefty, for the frieiulftiip fake which he hath with them, 
does not think fit to remember. 

The next thing abfohitely neceflarv to be done, ivas, to have 
one common alliance for all parlies to enter into for the car- 
rying on of the w'ar, by difpoiing the Icvcral flat ions of tlie 
joint forces, by the general proliibition of commerce, and by 
providing againft all poftibilitics of any fi paratc juracc : for 
which caiifcs, his Majefty appoints hi'^.own commiflioners, to 
meet and treat with tiic foreign minifters ; but to the King’s 
great difappointment, it appeared, that the Dutch ambaifador 
had no power to treat; which made the other minilters rcfnfu 
to enter upon any difeourfe ; and therefore, to obtain thefe 
powers to be fent, his Majefty, befidcs the repeated and pref- 
iing inftances of his own amballadors in Holland, was pleafed 
to write himfelf to the States very earned ly in this matter. At 
laft powers come: but then the ainbailador wants inltrnc- 
tions ; fo that nothing at all could be concluded touching thofc 
points which were moft effcntial and ntccffary to be fettled 
between us ; and which the King hath never ccafed to prefs 
for, to this very day. But hitherto the King finds what he 
always feared, that the Dutch arc making hade {n get out of 
the war ; and are fo far from diTpofing themfelves to enter into 
any new alliance for the more vigorous prolecution of it, that 
wrhether they will pcrfevcrc in the league oftenfive and defend vc 
which they have made with the King, or to what degree they 
will aS, if they ftiould pcrfeverc, depends upon very many and 
very great uncertainties : for they arc at this very time entered 
upon confideratjons of accepting fuch a pcacc.a*' the Moft Chrif- 
tian King hath thought fit to offer lately a: Nimeguen, iliongh 
it be without his Majefty ’s confenl or privity, and contrary to 
that league by which they ftand obliged to him to profccutc the 
war, till a much better peace can be obtained. 


To 
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T o prevent this, the King hath fent an cxprcfs, on purpofe 
to know what they intcnrl by this mannerof proceeding; and 
to (hiTuade them from it, by letting them fee, that this will be 
as ill a peace for themfclves and the reft of Chriftendom, as 
their enemies could wifh. 

But the King, as yet, can receive no other account from 
them, but complaints of their great poverty and utter inability 
to be any fiuihcr charge in carrying on the war: and the 
King is inioimcd by his ambaflador, that they intend to fend 
over an envoy extraordinary to his Majcfty, to beg his Majefty 
to accept of thefe propoiitions ; and to excufc themfclves for 
this, upon the general impatience of their people. 

This is the Iia:c of the cafe ; and thus it Hands* at this day 
bet \vcc:i us and Holland ; from whom we have little hopes now, 
ihat they iluviild ever fo far enter into this new and common 
alliance, a': to make i: quadruparlile. 

And novv, .*pon the whole matter, the King dernands your 
advice, wh tt mav be fit for him to do in this difficult con- 
j II nil lire ; and rcfolvcs tf purfuc it : and therefore defires you 
10 rake this matter into your moft fpeedy and moft ferious con- 
fide rat ions. 41 

by the Ihufc of Commons to the Klngy May lO, l678» 

VJfTE- your Majefly’s moft humble and loyal fubjeds, the 
Commons, in thisprefent Parliamenf aifembled, do, in 
all duty and thankfulnefs, humbly acknowledge your Majefty’s 
great giacc and favour, in demanding our advice upon the ftatc 
of your affairs in this prefent jundurc, wherein your Majefty’s 
honour and the fafety of this kingdom Is fo nearly concerned: 
according to which command of your Majcfty*s, we did im- 
inodiatcly enter upon conlideration of what was imparted to us 
by your Majefty’s order , and after ferious examination and 
weighing of the matter, wc did refolve upon an advice; 
which, becauic of the urgency of affairs, and the exhibition 
they require, we did prefent in that form as was not ufual in a 
matter of fo great importance ; and which we then direfled to 
cxciife to your Majefty, upon that con fi deration. And becaufe 
wx- r; nrehended the dangers were fo eminent, that the delay of 
tk.c le.iit time might be of great prejudice to your Majefty^s 
fei :uui the fafety of your kingdom, after fo much time 
a! ci.^yio<i, wc thought it ncccffary to apply immediately to 
your Majefty by ('urfcives ; which in matters of this nature is 
wivdl) ill tp.c choice of this Houfe, and hath been frequently 
prartifed by us. And becaufe thefe occafions are fo prefting 
upon your Majefty, and the whole kingdom fo deeply fcnfible 

thereof ; 
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thereof ; we mdft eaineftly befeech your Majefty to communi- 
cate to us the refolutions your Majefty hath taken upon ouk 
faid advice, that thereby thefc imminent dangers may be timely 
prevented. 

^ And whereas the Commons conceive, that the prefent in- 
convenicncie'^ and dangers under vvhi. h the kingdom now lies, 
might either totally* or in a great mcafiire, have been pre- 
vented, if your Maji-fty had a. cepted of that advice, which in 
all humility and laiihl'uhufV \\c nrefented to your Majefty 
upon the aoih of r'day !ail ; ar/i which we reiterated to your 
Majeily npun the line and tlriiijiii ot jaiuiary eiifuing: the 
rcfufiijg of will.!) advice, and d;f uiCing of the Farliaiiicni in 
May laii, ti c /’u'caiion thofe ill confcqiiences, which 
have lir.ee fucc:-'- Jed both at and ubioad ^ all which hath 

arifen tromthofe ndi'tLprcf.'iii.*/ ionv our proceedings, which 
have been ihggcllcd u' onr by lo.uc pariictilir per- 

fons, in a clatulcftine a\ , v\ itiiout the ^ artf..ipation and ad- 
vice, as w« conce 'vc, rd \ )iir council board; as »hougli vve 
had in\<id;!d votir ?vl >jc u prcrottati.vc of nuki.* peace and 
war ; wiieiv-as \\c did only oid r o’lr’IniUiblc a(l\icc in matters 
wherein the fafety of the f if.gvlom was concerned ; which is a 
right vuis nc\er yet chk (H oned in the liiius of yosir royal pre- 
dccelfors, ,ancl without whicl- vour Majefty c* n pcvir be fnfc : 
upon whi^h y<>iir M 'jefty wa<i indu-.od to give us ftich 

"anfwers to tf-ofij twn addreill-^, rejcLhng oiu* acUivx, as thereby 
your good fubjeCts ita\c been inhnltcly dilcoiiragcd, 

and the liatc of vour Majefty’s affairs reduced \n a moft deplo- 
rable condiiien : \vc do ihciofr’re mod huuibly dclirc, that, for 
the good and fafety of this kingdom, and ilic faii.^faclion of 
your fubicct^, your Majcity w<juld giaciuully be plcafed to re- 
move th<ffe counfcllors wlioadvifcd the anfwers to our addrencs 
of the !ix ami twentieth of May, and the one and thirtieth of 
January laft, or either of llicni. 

And wedoturlhcr mult humbly dedire }our Majefty favour- 
ably to accept this otir htuuMc petition and addicfs, as pro- 
ceeding from hearts entirely devoted to \ our Majclly's ftrvicc ; 
and that as we liavc ric\er yvt faded of gi'ittg tellimonics of 
our affeciions and loyalty to your Majefty 's peifon and govern- 
ment, fo your Majcity may reft confidently alTured, that we 
(hall never be wanting to fupport your Majefty ’s greatnefs and 
intereft whilft your Majefty relies upon our councils ; winch 
can have no other end than wdiat finccrely tends thereunto, not- 
wiihftanding any linifter or felf-interclled endeavours to make 
impreflioiis in your Majelly to the contrary. 


it;. 
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. iTis Majejlys naji gracious Speech, May 23, 1678. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

X^HEN I met you laft, I alked your advice upon thegreUt 
conjiindtures abroad. What return you, Gentlemen 
of the Houfe of Commons, made me, and whether it was 
fuita'ble to the end I intended (which was the faving of Flan- 
ders) I leave to yourfelves, in cold blood, to confider. Since 
I afleed your advice, the conjiinSures abroad, and our diftem- 
pers, which influence them fo much, have driven things vio- 
lently on towards a peace : and where they will end I cannot 
tell ; but will fay this only to you, that I am refolved, as far 
as I am able, to fave Flanders, either by a war, or a peace, 
which way foever I lhall find moll conducing towards it : and 
that muft be judged by circumftances, asihey play from abroad* 

For my own part, I Ihould think being armed were as ne- 
ceflary to make peace as war ; and therefore, if I were able» 
would keep up my army and navy at fea for fome time, till a 
peace were concluded, ff that muft be : but, becaufe that 
will depend upon your fupplics, t leave it to you to confider, 
whether to provide fdr their fubliftence fo long, or for their 
difbanding fooncr ; and to take care in either cai'e, not to dif^ 
courage or ufe ill fo many worthy gentlemen, and brave men, 
W'hocamc to offer their lives and fervice to their country upon 
this occalion ; and in purfuii of your own advices and rcfolu- 
tious. I muft put you likevvife in mind of a branch of my 
revenue, which is now expiring ; and of another greater, 
which is cut off by a claiife in the Poll Bill ; as alfo of the two 
hundred thoufand pounds, taken up upon the credit of the ex- 
cife at your requeft : and I ftiall confent to any reafonable bills 
you ihall offer me, for the good and fafety of the nation. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I (hall fay no more, but only toalfure you, wliatfoever fome 
ill men would have believed, I never had any intentions but of 
good to you and my people, nor ever lhall ; but will do all 
that I can for your fafety and eale, as far as you yourfelves 
will fuffer me : and fince thefe are my refolutions, I detire you 
will not drive me into extremities, which muft end ill bgth 
for you and me, and (which is worft of al!) for the nation ; 
which we ought ail to have equal care of : therefore I defire wq 
may prevent any diforders or mifehiefs that may befall them by 
our difagreemcnt : :^nd, in cafe they do, I llwll leave it to God 
Almighty to judge between us, who is the occafxon of it/ 
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One thing more I have to add ; and that is, to let you know, 
that I will never more fuffer the courfe and method of ^paffing 
laws to be changed : and that, if fcvcral matters lhall ever 
again be tacked together in one bill, that bill lhall certainly 
be loft, let the importance of it be never fo great. 

The reft I leave to my Lord Chancellor. 


Afcjptgc from bis Alaj.jlyj Alay 28 , 1 678 - 
CHAR LES Rlx. 

TTlSMajcfty having penifcd the vote of this Houfe of ilie 
t\Nenty-rcvcnth of May, hath thought fit to return this 
anfwer ; that the moll Chriltian King hath made fuch offers 
for a ceflation, till the tueivy-fovcntli of Jidy, as his Majefty 
does not only believe will be accepted, but does alfo verily be- 
lieve will end in a general peace: yet ilnee that is not certain, 
his Majefty does by no iijeans think it j>nideni to difinifs cither 
fleet or army before that time ; nor does Ite think it can add 
much to the cliarge ; bccaufe the ra iling of the money, and 
paying them oft', w ould take as long time as that, although 
ihe fpeedieft difbanding that** is poftible were intended* 

That, in the mean time, his Majefty defircs fome fiipply 
may be provided for their fiibfiftcncc, that as hitherto they have 
been the moft orderly army that ever were togetlicr, they may 
be encouraged to continue fo. 

That there is another thing which prefles his Majefty with 
very great inconvenience in his domcliic affairs ; which is the 
want of the two hundred thoufand pounds you promifed to re- 
pay him at your next meeting after ; and wdiich docs aftcdl 
that whole branch of his revenue, by having a fifth part taken 
out of every payment, which Ihoiild be applied 10 the necelfary 
life*- t»f his houfthoUI : he docs therefore dciire you will im- 
mediately apply yourfelvcs to the repayment ot that money to 
him. 

Given at our court at Whitehall, the twenty-eighth day 
of May, 1678. 


^ Mcfjcigc fromhU Majefty^ 7 > 1678 . 

Charles Rex. 

UIS Majefty, in his fpccch to both Hoiifcs, on the three and 
twentieth of May laft, told you, that, if he were able, 
he would keep up his army, and navy at fca, for fome time, 
till a peace vvere concluded, if that muft be : but, bccaufe 

that 
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that would depend upon your fupplies, he left it to you to 
confideV, whether to provide for their fubfiftence, or to dilband 
them fooner. His Majefty hath often fince had his thoughts 
employed upon the fame fubjeA; and is every day more and 
more confirmed in his firft opinion ; viz. That the faving a 
few days expenfe can no way countervail the prejudice that 
would arife from the parting with his fleet and army, if, after 
that> peace fliould not follow, And'though it Ihould, yet the 
hazarding fo much, upon a bare prefumption of the ifliie of a 
thing in itfelf altogether uncertain, and quite out of his own 
power, is hardly to be countenanced by any precedent : his 
Majefty therefore again recominendeth to the confideralion of 
this Houfc, his advice of the three and twentieth of May laft \ 
that they would fee the cfFcdsof thecelfation in Handers, be- 
fore his Majelly be necclfitatcd to difarm himfclf ; but more 
efpccially, that you would confider of that part of the army 
which is in Flanders; which if he flioulJ recall before the 
peace, it would be liable to a very bad conftrudion, viz. that, 
having taken feveral of the King of Spain’s towns into his 
protedion, he had, w'itI|oiil any rcafonable warning, in order 
to their rc-garri foiling, withdrawji his forces, and abandoned 
ihofe tow ns to the dilljetion of lift enemy. 


His Afajif:ys moft gracious Speech^ June i 8 , 1678. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T KNOW very well, that the feafon of the year requires this 
ieflion fliould be Ihort ; and that, both for my health and 
your occafions, we may all have liberty to go into the country 
hy the middle of tivj next month at furtlicft. I think it a 
matter of yet more importance, that we part, not only fairly, 
but kindly too, and in perfc<3: confidence one of anot .her ; fince 
nothing clfe can render us cither fafe and cafy at home, or con- 
lldcrcd fo far abroad as this crow n has ever been, and is now 
more nccelfary than ever, both for the fafety of Chriftendom 
and our own : ihcrcl'ore I lhall at this time open my heart freely 
to yon, in ibmc points that neareft concern both you and me ; 
and hope you will confider them fo ; becaufe I am fure our 
intercils ought not to be divided; and for me, they never IhalL 
I told you at the opening of this fellion, how violently 
things abroad were driving on towards a peace ; and that I 
could not tell where they would end ; but that I was refolved 
to fave Flanders, either by a war or peace ; in which I ai^. ftiU 
fixed, as in the greateft foreign intereft of this nation* I muft 

novjr 
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ftow tell you, that things Iccm already to have detcrminecUti 
a peace, at Icaft as to Spain and Holland, who have foYar ac- 
cepted the terms offered by France, that my ambailador at 
Nimeguen writes me word, he expedled to be called upon to 
fign by the laft of this month. My part in it will be i.ot only 
of a. mediator, but to give my guarantee to it ; which the con-^ 
federates will call upon me for, and I am refolved to give in 
the ftrongeft manner they thenifclvcs will dcfire, and I am 
able. How far this will go I cannot tell ; but they fend me 
woiti already, that unlefs England and Holland will both join 
in the charge of maintaining Flanders, even after the peace, 
the Spaniards will not be in a condition of fiipporting it alone, 
and muft fall into other meafures : on the other iide, they 
think France will be left fo great, that nothing abroad can 
treat with them hereafter upon any equal foot w i-hout the 
hopes of being fupported by thi^ crowm : and to this end ] am 
fure it will be iiecelfary, not only to keep our navies conftantly 
ftrong at fea, but to leave the world in fomc aflurancc of our 
being W'ell united at home ; and thereby in as great an opinion 
of our conduft hereafter, as they ard already of onr force. 

* Upon this occalioii 1 canot but fay, that though after our 
joint rcfolutions of a war, and the f^pplies you have given 
towards it, you may think the peace an ill bargain, becaiife it 
will coft you money ; yet perhaps you will not believe it fo, if 
you coniidcr, that by it (b great a part of Flanders is like to 
be laved ; whereas wiihcut the paces we made tow ards war, 
there is nothing fo certain as that the w'hole of it would have 
been abfolutely loft this campaign, if not by this very time t 
and 1 believe you would give much greater furr.s than this will 
coft you, rather than the fingle town of Oftend Ihould be in 
the French hands, and forty of their men of w'ar in fo good 
a haven, over againft the riv.er's mouth : befides, both you and 
I (as we are true Engliihmen) cannot but be pleafed, and 
underftand the importance of that reputation we have gained 
abroad, by having in forty days raifed an army of near thirty 
thoufand men, and prepared-*>navy and ninety fliips; which 
would have been now' ready at fea it w'c had gone into a war. 

Now, my Lords j\nd Gentlemen, I know, that lu fo great 
conjunctures you deli re I ihould keep the honour of my 
crowns, and look to your fafety by fome balance in tlie affairs 
abroad; and I ihould be very glad if I were able to do it s 
but I do not fee how' it v^ill be pollible for me, even in a time 
of pea. e, w ith a revenue fo impaired as mine is, by my debts 
long (ince contracted, and the prefent anticipations ; and, at 
the beft, fo difpr jpurtioned, not only to that of the kings my 
neighbours, but even :o that of the United Provinces them- 

fclves, 
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felvM* thougli of no larger extent than two or thiee of our 
countiel : therejfbre, 1 fajufl I would open my heaA freely to 
you, fo I miift tell ygii, that if you would fee me able in any , 
kind to influence the great conjund^res abroad, wherein the ] 
honour and fafety of the nation arc fo much concerned, an8^ 
wherein the turns are fotnetimes fo fhort as not to give me 
- teavc to call in time cither for your advice or aflipances ; if , 
you. would have me able but to purfue fiiLh a w^r as this of 
Algiers with honour; and at the fame time keep fuch fleets ^ 
about our own < oafls, as may give our neighbours the refpeft 
for us that has bvi n always paid this crown ; if you would 
have me pafs any part of my litc in cafe or quiet, ^nd all the 
red of it in petfea confidence and kindnefs with you and all 
fucceeding Parliaments, you mull find a way of fe ttling for 
my life, not only my revenue, and the additional duties, as 
they w^crc at Chriflmas lad, but of adding to them, upon fome 
new funds, three hundred thoufand pounds a year : upon which 
I dial! confciit, that an a<5l may pifs for apprOj^riating five 
bundled thoufand pounds a year to the condant maintenance 
of the navy and ordnance; which 1 take to be the greateft 
fafety and intered of thefe kingdoms : and I will at the fame 
time, as t do now, afjisre you, tfiat I ihull not only this, or 
any other fedion of Parliament, confent to fuch reafonable 
and public bills as you ihail oiler me; but (ball etaploy my 
whob life to advance the true and public good and &fety 
my people ; and endeavour, while 1 live, that none elfe fliall , 
ever be able%b do them harm» 

I did not 111 my lad fpeech mention the forty thou fund pounds 
I am engaged to pay the Prince of Orange for my niece’s 
portion, b^caufc I had recommended it to you fo lately betore: 
but the fiii^ payment beiiy already due, and demanded by 
him, I mult* again put you in mind of it, and defire ybu will 
enable me m keep my word with him* 


J/Js Ma^ejlyi moji grachus Sptechf Oifobcrxi^ 

My Lords aqd Gentlemen, 

T H A thought the time very long fince we parted lad ; and^ 
* would not havft deferred your meeting by fo many proroga- ^ 
tions, if 1 could well have met you fooner. 

The part which I have tiad this dimmer, in the preferva^ 
tion of our neighbours, and the well-fccuring vfet was left 
of Flanders, is fuflickijt^ known and ackaowlAj^ by all 
that ore abroad. 
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And though, for this caufe, I l||ve b^en obliged to kftep up 
my troops, withotit which our neighbours had abfolutciy (je- , 
fpaired ; yet both the honour and intcreft of the nation have 
been fo far intproved by it, that 1 am confident no man Jiero 
would repine at it, or think the money raifed for their di/band- 
ing to have been ill employed in their continuance ; and 1 do 
affurc you, I am fo touch more out of purfc for that fei\ice, 
that I expefl you fljonld fupply ii. 

How far it may be ncccUary, conOdcriiig the prefent ftate 
of Chrillendom, to reduce the land and fca force b, oi to what 
degree, is vC’orihy of all our ferious confidcration. 

I now intend to acquaint you (as 1 ftiall always do \\ ith 
tifty thing that concerns mei that I have been infotmed of a 
defign againft my pci ion by the jifuiis; of wliich I fiiall for- 
bear any opinion, lelt 1 may ftem to fay too much, or too 
little; hut I will leave the matter to the law; and, in t!ie 
mean time, wdll take as much cave as I can, to prevent All 
manner of practices by that fort of men, and of others too, 
who have been tampering in a liigWcgrec by foreigners, and 
c6iit riving how to introduce^opery amongft us. 

I fliall conclude with the recommending to you my other 
concerns. * . 

I have* been iiiulcr great difappointments by the defeft of 
the poll bill. My revciiue is under gre.ii aniiciputions ; and, 
at the beft, was never equal to the conftant and ncceflary cx- 
penfe of the government ; whereof 1, intend to have thg whole 
ilate laid before you ; and require you to look into it, and 
confider of it, with that duty and affeftion wdiich I am fure 
1 (hall ever find from you. 


jlddrcfs by both Houjes to the Kin^y O Haber 20, 1678, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjccls, the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in Parliament 
aflcmbledi having taken into our ferlous confideraiioii the 
bloody and traiierous defigns of popifli rccufants againft your 
Majefty’s facred perfon and gfivernmcrit, and the proteftant 
religion, wherewith your Majefty hath been gracioully 
pleafed to acqiraint us : for the pi eventing whereof, we do 
moll humbly befeech your Majefty, tliat your Majefty 
w*otj]d -gracioufly plea fe, by your royal proclamation, to com- 
mand all and every perfon and perfons, being, popifli rL:cu- 
fslnts,* or fo reputed, forthwith, under pain of your Majefty’s 
bigheff difplcafure, and fevere execution of your laws agaipf^ 
them, to depart and retire theoifelvcs and their families from 
. your 
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your royal palaces of WliiteKaUi Somerfet houfe^ and St. 
James's, the cities of Lunejon and Weftminfter, and from air 
other places within ten miles of the feme j and that no fuejt 
perfon or perfons do prefiime at any time hereafter to repair or 
return to your Majefty’s faid palaces, or . the faid cities, or 
either of them, or within ten miles of the fame, other than 
houlholdcrs being traders exercifing fomc trade, or manual^ 
occupation, and. fettled for* twelve months laft pad in houfes: 
of their own,' and not having an habitation elfc \ giving in. 
their own names:, and the names gf .all other perfons in their 
families, to the two next juftices of the peace : and that it 
may be inferted in the faid proclamation, that, immediately, 
after the day limited for their departure, the conftables,,churchr 
wardens, and other the parifti officers, go from houfe to houfe, 
in their fcveral parilhes, hamlets, condableries, anddiviHonStj 
refpedively, and there take an account of the names and fur- 
names of all fiich perfons as are popiili reaifants, or rufp^fledl 
fo to be, as well houfeholdcrs as lodgers or fervants ; and tq 
carry a lift of their natnes to the two next juftices of the peace ; 
who are to be thereby treq'iJred and enjoined to, fend for 
tiiern, and every of them, and to tender them, and to every 
of them, the oaths of ^llegiince dhd fupremacy ; and tp com- 
mit to prifon, till the next fucceeding feffions of the peace, 
all fuch perfons as (hall refufc the faid oaths ; and at the faid 
feffions to proceed againft them according to law:, and that 
your Majefty will be pleafed to dire£); commiffions to bo forth? 
with ilFued under the great feal of England to hi 1 juftices 
within the cities of London and Weftminfter, and within ten 
miles of the fame, to authorife and require them, or any two. 
of them, 'io adminifter the faid oaths accordingly: and that 
your Majefty would further pleafe to command,, that no war- 
rant or Ircerice be granted by the Lords of your Majefty's moft 
honourable pri>'y councal, or^any of them, or otherwife, for 
the ftay, return, or repair of any fuch perfon or perfons, in 
or to any of the faid places, till fomc more efFeftual law be 
paffed for preventing the, faid popifli.confpiracips, and for the 
prefervation of your Majefty’s facred perfon, and the religion 
and government by law^.eftabliihed,^ for which we your.Ma^ 
jefty!s moft loyal and dutiful fubje£ts will. aj ways employ OOif 
utmoft endeavours and ^daily prayers t , . _ 
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^Qint jiddrefs by both Houfes to the Kingj November 7, l678, 

WT®' Majefty’^ moft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons, in this 
prefcnt Parliament aiVcmbled, confidering how reftlefs the en- 
deavours of prieftn and jefuits, and other popifli recufants, 
have always been to pervert your loyal fubjefis, and to fe^ucc 
this kingdom again under {he bondage of popiili fuperftit:on ; 
and feeing how that, notwithftanding your ^ajefty*s goodnefs 
and clemency, they have, for fcveral years part, carried on 
a mod wicked dcfign, for the utter extirpation of the pro- 
teftant religion and the government ellabliflied in this king- 
dom ; and fince we find it neceflary to proceed againft them 
, with greater feverity than hath hitherto been ufed, we do hum- 
bly conceive, that the belt way to fatisfy the minds of your 
fubjccriy, and to flop the mouths of our adverfaries the papifts, 
whofe daily praftice is to raife fcandals upon your Majefty's 
perfon, and to defame the protedapt religion, and thofe, that 
profefs the fame will . • to caufe fome undeniable evidences of 
their tranfadlions here, and their correfpondences abroad, to 
be divulged : we do therefore moft hiJmbly defire, that your 
^ajefty would be pleafed to orders that Mr. Coleman’s letter 
to Monf* Le Cheze, the French King’s cpnfcllbr, dated the 
twenty-ninth of September, 1675, wherein much of the faid 
matter is contained ; as alfb another letter of Mr. Coleman’s 
to the fame perfon, wherein he owns the fending of the faid 
letter; and Monf. Le Cheze’s anfwer, whereby he acknow- 
ledges the receipt thereof ; may be fpcedily printed and pub- 
liflied, for the prefent fatisfadion of your MajePy’s proteftant 
fubjeds, until a further narrative of the particular relating tq 
this horrid confpiracy may be publickly fet forth. 


yoint Addrefi by both Houfe^ to the November 8, 1678. 

* VOUR Majefty’s moft loyal and dutiful fubjeds, the Lopls 
^ Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in Parliament 
affembUd, do humbly befeech your moft facred Majefty to iftiic 
out your Royal proclamation, that certain perfons, called 
tJeorge Conyers, ^ Simonds, Thomas Beddingfeild, and John 
Cattaway, who ftand charged as perfons guilty of the damna- 
|3ile and hellifli plot for tl)e deftru£tion of your Majefty’s royal 
"j^prfon, and the fubverfion of {he government, and the extir- 

S ktion of the Proteftant religion, and are fied from juftice, 
at they cannot be proceeded agajnft according to law^ do. 
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by a, day certain, after the proclamation thereof, render 
theihrelves to Tome one or more of your Majelty’s juf* 
tices of the peace ; who are thereupon to commit the party- or 
parties* fo rendering him or thcmfclves, to your Majcfty’s 
gaol of the county or place where he or they lliall fo render 
him or themfelves, there to remain in fafe cuftody; and to give 
prefent notice thereof to the Lord Chief Juftice of ygur Rla- 
jefty's Court of King’s Bench, in order to their receiving their 
legal trial : willing and commanding therein all lieutenants, 
deputy.lieutenants, and all juflices of the peace, (herifFs, con-, 
(fables, and other your Majefty’s officers and loyal fubje6f s, to do 
their utmoff endeavour for the apprehending or the faid perfons, 
and every of them ; and for their imprifonment and fafe cuf- 
tody : and that it be inferted in the faid proclamation, that the con« 
(fables, churchwardens, headboroughs, tythingmen,borfeholders, 
and other parifh officers, within the cities, counties, liberties,' 
and places of this your Majeffy’s realm, and the dominion of 
Wales and town of Berwick upon Tweed, do, with all poffible 
expedition, make diligent fearch and inquiry in all houfes 
within their refpe£five ^pariflies, hamlets, and villages ; and 
there take an exa<£f account of tl^ names and firnames of * all 
fuch perfons as are *popi(h recufants, or reputed fo to be, as 
yvell houjfholders as lodgers and f^rvants, and every of them ; 
and to make up a prefent lift of the names and firliames,. age 
and quality, of all fuch perfons, being of the age of fixteen 
years, or upwards ; and to deliver the fame forthwith to one 
of the juftices of the peace near ^joining, to fend for the 
faid perfons fo tifted, and every of them, and to tender to 
them, and every of them, the oaths of allegiance and fupre- 
macy ; and^ in cafe of refufal, to enter into recognizance to 
appear ^ the next feffions of the peace for fuch city, county, 
or liberty ; or, in default of entering into fuch recognizance, 
to commit them to the common gaol, there to remain under 
fafe cuftody until the next quarter feffions of the peace ; and 
then all fuch perfons, fo refufing, to be proceeded againft ac- 
cording to law : and that fpecial commi (lions be forthwith 
iifued, under your MajeiW’s great feal of England, authorifing 
the refpeftive juftices of the peace, or any two or more of 
them, to adminifter the faid oaths : and that all the faid lieu* 
tenants and .deputy-lieutenants, and juftices of the pdace, 
within their rbfpeAive jurirdi£lions, do proceed without delay 
to difarip all fuch' perfons as (liall fo refufe to take the faid 
oaths: and, for the better efTe^ling thereof, and bringing to 
juftice the aforefaid offenders, that your Majefty would gra- 
cioufly be pleafed to declare, that a reward (hall be given to 
fuch perfbns as (hall difeover any of the arms of popilh re- 

0^ 3 cufants^ 
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eiifants, or pcrfons fo reputed ; and (hall apprehend, and 
bring before any juftice of the peace, any one of the faid 
offenders ; and turiher, that all yonr Majc{ty*s officers of, or 
belonging to any of your Majefty’s foa ports, niay be enjoined 
to take fpecial care for the apprehending all popiffi priefts, 
and other perfons, who they ffiall find caufc to fufped, coming 
into, or going out of this your realm ; and to carry every fuch* 
perfon before foine juftice of the peace ; who fhall be required to 
tender to every of them the faid oaths; and, uponrefufal thereof 
lo commit the perfon, fo refufing, to the prdper prifon of the 
place ; and to certify their proceedings therein to your Ma- 
jelly’s niofl honourable privy council, from time to tin:tc,-that 
fuch further courfe may be taken for the fafetyof your Ma- 
jeffy and the government, as in your Majeffy's wifdotn iliall be 
tliought fit. 


His Majejiy s Jnfwtr, T^vemkr g, 1678- 
My Lords and Cientlmen, . 

, T AM fo very fonfible of the great anfl extraordinary care you 
have already, taken, and ftill coninuie to fhew, for the fafety 
and prefervatio'n of my perfon in thefe times of danger, that 
I could not fatisfy myfelf without coming hither, on purpofe 
to give you all my mqft hearty thanks for it ; nor do 1 think 
it enough to give yoU' my thanks only,* but I hold myfelf 
obliged to let you fee, withaL that I do as much Itudy your 
prefervation too as' I can pollibly ;'and that l am as ready to 
join with you in all the ways' and means thattoiay cltablilh a 
firm fecurlty of tlie prdtelhint religion, as yom»<c)wm hearts 
Can wilh : and this not only during my time, (of , which 1 am 
fiire you have no fear} but in all future ages, even to the end 
of the world. v , , 

And therefore I am come to alTure you, that whatfoever'" 
leafonablc bills you ftail prefeift to be paiTed into laws, to make 
you fafe'in the feign of my fuccclfor, fo as they tend not to 
impeach the right of fucceflion, hor the defeent of the crown 
in the true line ; and' fo as they reftrain not my. power, nor 
thfe juft rights of any proteftant fucceffbr,. fhall find from me 
a ready concurreiiGC. ^ t i 

And I define you, Witha!, to think of fome inore effeiftiial 
means for the convi<Slioii of poprfti' rccufants ; and to expedite 
your counfels'us faft as you catr,' that the world may fee our 
unanimity, and that I 'may* have the opportunity of Ihewdng 
you* how ready I 'am to do any thing that may give cOmfort 
and falisfadion to fuch dutiful and loyal fubjedls. 

^ His 
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Majejt^s^ to the Houfe of Ctmmotti, November 13» 

" i ’ ' ^678*' 

CkARLSs Rex. 

TJIS Majefty having confidered of the addrefs of this HouTe^ 
of the twelfth inttant, defiring his Majefty, that a fpecial 
commlflion may be ilfued forth, for tendering the oaths ot alle- ' 
giance and fupremacy to all the fervams ot his Majefty, and 
his Royal Highiicfs, and to all other perfons fexcept her Ma- 
jefty's. Portugal ferva^ts) reliding within his Majefty’s houfes 
of Whitehall, St. James's, and Somerfet houfe, and all other 
his IVfajefty’s hourcs;.and that there may, likewile, fpecial 
commiftions be ilfticd forth for tendering the faic| oaths fo all 
perfons rciidirig within the two Serjeants Inns> all the Inns of 
Court, and Inris of Chancery ; his Majefty is pleafed that, this 
anfwer be returned : * • 

That as to all hia Majefty's own fervants, all the fervants of 
hjs Royal Highnefs, all other perfons* refiding in Whitehall, 
St. James’s, Somerfet houfe, br in any oth^rof his Majefty's 
palaces or houfes, except the menial fervants of the Qtieen; and 
of the Duchefs'; as^lfo, alt perfons vt^ithin either of the Ser- 
jeants Inns, ot any of the Inns of Court or Chancery, his 
Majefty willingly grants it : but, ‘as to the Queen^sf menial 
fervants, who are To very inconfidcrable in number, and within 
the articles of marriage, his Majefty doth not think* it fit; / And 
his Majefty cannot but take notice, Hhat in a late addrefs from 
the Houfe of Peers, for prohibiting all papifts to oonde to 
court, the menial fervants of the Queen and Duchefs were 
excepted:, and his Majefty hopes this Houfe will proceed 
with the fame moderation as to that particular. 

Given at the court at Whitehall, the 14th day of 
November 1678; * ' 


Addrefs by the ^Ie^fe Cemm^ns^ Nevemher 16, 1678. 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

your Majefty^s inoft loyal and dutiful fubjefts, the 
\ Cbmmonsf'in Parlidmeht aflembled, having" informa- 
tion, that Charles Mehaine bath continued in cuftody, ih tht 
borough of Denbigh, in thi? county of Denbigh, fince^June 
laft, upon violent fufpidqn of * being apbpilh prleft*; ^nd that 
William Lloyd now remains' in gatol at -Bfecon, in*tHe county 
of Br^6b; upfift d boraniitmeht fot being a poptfli prieft : and 
fofafmuchf is yoift Mi§cfly’b’'Jtiftice for the greats fclfiods jfor 
" ' ' '• - ' '0^4’ the 
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the county of Denbighi at the great feflions held for the faid 
county in September laft, did nat try the faid Charles Mehaine 
for the faici offence \ your Majeffy’s proteftant fubjefis being 
much difqiiieted, and jK pilli recufants animated, by realon that 
delinquents of that kind are not brought to fpeedy jiiftice, 
cfpecially at this time of manifeft danger to your Majefty’s 
facred perfon,^ government, and religion eftablilhed by law, 
proceeding from the notorious confpfracies ot popiih priefts, 
jcfiiits, and popith recufants : we humbly apprehending it to 
be highly necclfary, as forrte cafe to the hcarts-of your*Majelly*s 
good proteftant fubjeds, filled with prefent fears of popery, to 
have the laws fpcedily and effeftually executed upon popiih 
priefts; 5^0, with all humility, beieech your Majefty, to grant 
one or more comniillions of Oyer and Terminer, for the trial 
of the faid Charles Mehaine and William Lloyd, according to 
the known'ahd well-eft abliftied law'S of the kingdom. 

And we do further and humbly befeech your Majefty, that 
yorir Majefty may be plcafed to command your Attorney Ge- 
neral, with all care and diligence ^to prepare the w'hole evi- 
dence againft James Colker, a Bencdidline monk, and who 
alfumes to himfclf the title of Bifhop erf* London, for his trial, 
at the next gaol delivery for the county of Middlefex and city 
ef LoncKm. 

And we do further humbly befeech your Majefty, that your 
Majefty will gracioufly be pleafed to ilhie forth your procla- 
mation, w ith a promife of a reward to any perfon that fliall 
apprehend a popiih prieft or jefuit. 


jiddrefs By the Houji of Commons^ Novemherj^ 1678. 

May it pleafc your Majefty, 

T^E your Majefty’s moft loyal and moft dutiful fubjeds, 
^ the Commons, in Parliament affemblcd, cannot fiiffi-, 
cicnlly adinire your Majefty 's love of jiiftice, and care of your 
people, which have moved your royal heart to propofe a par- 
don, and reward, to fuch as' ihall reveal the munlerers of Sir 
Edmund Berry Godfrey ; whilft no encouragement is given 
unto fuch as'' ihall make a furfher difcovery of the perfons dc- 
' figning againft your Majefiy’s own life, (which we befeech 
God long to preferve) : and therefore we humbly befeech your 
Majefty, fo fat to confider your own fafety, the prefervation 
ol the proteftaut religion, and fafety of your people, which fo 
much depend upon it, as to iflue out your proclamation, where- 
by fomc fitting encouragement may be given la any wha (hall 
do lo important a fervice that fo mcft of fiscb wicked prin- 
ciples 



( 233 ) 

«iptes*inay be difencouraged from the like attempts for the 
future. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons^ November ig, 1678. 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

your Majefty’s moft loyal and dutiful fubjeSs, your 
^ ^ Commons, aflembled in Parliament, having taken into 
our ferious confideration, what your Majefty was plcafed to 
deliver to us this day in the Banquetting houfe ; and being 
moft defirous, not only to exprefs our loyalty and affedions to 
your Majefty s fervice, but alfo to preferve your Majefty’s 
good opinion of the manner of our proceedings, do humbly 
prefent to your Majefty the rcafon of our proceedings in the 
commitment of Sir Jofeph Williamfon, a member of the 
Houfe. 

That divers commiftions were granted to popiih officers^ and 
counterfigned by the faid Sir Jofeph Williamfon; and deliver- 
ed out in Oflober laft, Snee the meeting of this Houfe, and 
the difeovery of the prefent popiih confpiracy. 

Divers warrants h^ive alfo been produced before us of dif- 
penfations, contrary to law, for popifli olhccrs to continue in 
their commands, and to be pafled in muftcr, notwithftanding 
they have not taken the oaths of allegiance and fiipremacy, 
and received the bleffed facrament of the Lord*$ fupper, ac- 
cording to the late aft of Parliament in that behalf : all which 
faid warrants were likewife counterfigned by the faid Sir Jofeph 
Williamfon. 

Which being complained of to us, and confefled by the faid 
§ir Jofeph Williamfon, in the Houfe of Commons ; we, your 
moft dutiful fubjefts, having the immediate confi- 
dirfation before us of the imminent danger of your Majefty’s 
^erfon (the fafety whereof is above all things moft dear,) and 
tiikewife the dangers, from popifti plots, fo nearly threatening 
the peace and fafety of your Majefty’s government, and tho 
proteftant religion, were humbly of an' opinion, we could mot 
difeharge our duties to your Majefty and the whole kingdom, 
without the committing of the faid Sir Jofeph Wiiliamfoit ; 
and therefore moft humbly defire, that he may not be dif* 
charged by your Majefty. ^ 

And we further moft humbly defire your Majefty to recall 
all commiflidns granted to all papifts within the kingdoms of 
England and Ireland, or any other your Majefty^s dominions 
and territories. 


Addnfi 
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Addrefs to his AiajcJty ly the Houfe of Commons^ Novemicr TU 

1678* 

May it plcafc.your MajeAy, 

your MajcAy’s moA loyal and dutiful fubjcfisj the 
Corarrious, in Parliament aAembled, taking into confi- 
detation the rmininent dangers arifing to your Majdly and tlie 
'W'hple kingdom, from pojnih prafticcs and confpiracics ; and 
conceiving that nothing can lo well rcliA their attempts, as 
fome part of the militia, the fettled legal forces of this king- 
dom, avilnally in arms, (on whom your Majefly may rely with 
the grcatcA i fudidcncc and fcciirity) : we do therefore humbly 
defire your Mj jelly to command your lieutenants and deputy 
lieutenants of the feveral cotinlics of this kingdom, to gi\e 
order to all their trained bands to be in a readincl's ; and to 
draw- together one third part of ihcir refpcfiivc militia, and to 
continue them in a body for .fourteen days ; and alter they aic 
difmiAed, to draw up another tliircl part for the fame time : 
and to require them to be very vigflant in the feizing all fulpi- 
cious perfons, cfpecially fitch as travel with arms, or at unfea- 
fbuabic times, or in imufual nuiwliers. And we likcwiCc 
hiimbly defire your Majclly to command the ihciifts of the re- 
fpc£i\v 4 counties of this kingdom to be ready w'ith their poj]} 
€ommitaiuSy to fupprefs any infurredlion or dillurbance of the 
peace that .may happen wi.thin the precindls of their feveral 
•jurifdidions. 


His Alajcjlfs Anfjoer^ November 23, 1678. 

Charjles Klx. 

vdTJlS -Majeily, having received an addrefs the nin^e^^^nlll in-* 
ftant, from-this -Honfej.is pleaftd to rciurn this anfwL* : 
That.he relcafed Mx. Secretary WJUJamfon feveral hours 
before fyour addrefs came as ho.>.told you in the Banqupaih'g 

jJlQufc he would do. 

'> As the rcefonspf ihpfq comml (lions, his.Majcfly 

iHcquqintc^ yau at . large; with them, in his fpccch, vyhcii you 
]aA attfndgd hini i but, in ^tnfwer to your prefent addrefs, his 
MajeAy promifeth to recalf all coinmiflioiis vvhat.fpcver given 
JO papiAs,* ^or reputed papiAs,. cither in. England or Ireland, 
^immediately: and /or his remoter dppiihions, they (hall be 
Hkewife re-called, with all the expedition the fafety of thofe 
■places will permit. 


Hli 
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His Mujcftys moji grackus Speech ^ November 251 1678. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T TOLD you in the beginning of ihU feflion how much I had 
been obliged to keep up my forces in Flanders ; that with- 
out, it our neighbours had abfolntcly defpaircd ; and by this 
means, whatever had been faved of Flanders is acknowledged 
to be wholly due to my interpofition : and I (tie wed yon withal, 
that I had been forced to employ tb^it'^moncy, whicli had been 
raifed for di/banding thofe troops, in the continuance of them 
together ; and not only fo, but that I had b^-cn much more, out 
of piirfc for that fervice ; a fcrvlte by which the honour and 
intercll of the nation had been fo far improved, that, as 1 am 
confident, no man would repine at it, fo I did not doubt but 
you would all be willing to fiipply it. 

I have now undergone this expenfe fo long, that I 'find it 
abfolutely InipofTible to fiipport the charge luiy longer ; and 
did tlierefore think of pitting an end to that charge, by re- 
calling my troops with all poffible fpeed, who arc already jcx- 
pofed to the utmoft ^extremities* of Want and mifery, being, 
without any profpe6l of further pay or fubfiftence: but whilll 
1 was about to do this, 1 have been Importuned by the Spanilli 
miniliers to continue them a little longer, until the ratifications 
of the peace be exchanged; without which, all that hath hi- 
therto been done, they fay, will be utterly loft ; and that which 
hath hitherto been faved of Flanders, will inevitably fall into 
the bands of tlieir enemies 

And now, between tlieir importunity to keep up thefc troops, 
and my own inability to pay them any longer, 1 find myfelf in 
great fiifficultieii' what to refolvc. 

^i'f you do not think that the public Tafety may rdqui re. their 
^continuance, I do wifh, as heartily as any man, that, for the 
[public eafe, they may be fpecdilj^ difbandeci and paid off. 

I have thought fit thus to lay the matter before yoif : and, 
having acquitted myfelf to all the world> by alking your advice 
and alliftancc, 1 defire it may be fpeedy, and without any man- 
ner of delay. 


iih Majefiy s MeffagSy November 26, 1678. ’ %• 

Charles Rex. 

H IS Majcfty having received an addrefs from the Houle of 
Commons, defiring his Majcfty, that Mr. liedlow’s par- 
don may extend to this day inchilivc : his Majcfty is pleaft-d, 
that this anfwcr be returned, **That Mr. Bed low’s pardon, to 

the 
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the firft of November, is as full to all offences as can be dc- 
lirod:’' if any offence hath been committed fincethat time, his 
Majclly ought to know it, before he pardon it : for a pardon 
for an offence to come (as a pardon for a whole day incluiivtly 
amounts to, when it is granted befoie the day is expired) will 
nut be good in law. 

Given at our court at Whitehall, the fix and tweiUicth 
day of November, 1678. 


yoint Addrefi of bath Hoti/eSf November 28, 1678. 

T7|TE your Majefly’s iiioft loyal and dutitiil fiibjeds, the 
Lords Spiritual and I'emporal, and Commons, in Par- 
liament affembltd, having received informations by fever.il wit- 
nelTcs, of a mod defperate and traiierous dehgn and confpiiacy 
againlt the life of your moft facred Majefiy ; herein, to their 
great aftoniibmeni, the Queen is particularly charged and ac- 
cufed i in difeharge of our allcgianjre, and out of our affedfions 
and care for the prefervation of your Majefiy’s facred perfon, 
and confcquently of the w 4 iole kingdom, do moft humbly be- 
feech your Majefty, that the Q!ieen,*and all her family, and 
all papifts, and repuied or fufpeded papifts, be forthwith re- 
moved from your Majefty ’s court at Whitehall, 


Menage by his December 2 , 1678, 

Charles Rex. 

TLTIS Majefty, having received an addrefs from the Houfe of 
Commons, dated the eight and twentieth of November 
laft paft, hath thought fit to return this anfwcr : 

That his Majefty will give a pardon to Mr- Oates, for mif- 
prifion of treafoii, from the beginning of the world till f.he 
(aid eight and twentieth of November laft paft : that he ftall 
have liberty to walk where he plcafcth in Whitehall and St. 
Jameses park ; and enjoy all other liberties of writing and con- 
verfing, which he had in Whitehall, before Sunday the four 
and twentieth of the faid November. 

He (hall have a convenient allowance for all things necef- 
fary for him. But the guards his Majefty doth not think fitting 
to remove in rcfpcdl of the fafety ctf Mr. Oates his perfon. 


Mejfage 
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/» «»» Majejly to the Houfe of Commons, 
December 4, ibjh. 

Charles Rex. 

TLJIS Majefty, to prevent all mifiinderftandings that may arilc 
from his not palling the late bill of the militia, is pleafed 
to declare, that he will readily aflent to any bill of that kind, 
which fhall be tendered to him, for the public fecurity of the 
kingdom by the militia ; fo as the whole power of calling, 
continuing, or not contitming of them together, during the 
time limited, be left to his MujcRy, to do ^herein as he iliall 
find it to be molt expedient for the public fafety. 


yoint Addrefs to his MajeJiy^ March 21, 1679. 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
^ ^ Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Con mons, in this 
prefent P.\.rHament aflembled, being deeply fenii Me of the fad 
and calamitous condi ion of this your Majefty’s kingdom, 00- 
cafioned chiefly by the impious and* malicious conlpir: r:ies of a 
popifh party ; who have not only plotted and intended die dc- 
Itnidtion of your Majefty’s royal perfon, but the total fu'. ver- 
fion of the government, and true religion eftablifhed aniongft 
us, (all which our many and grievous fins have juft iy deferved); 
and being now, by your gracious favour, aflembled in Parlia- 
ment, as tlie great council of your faid kingdom, to confult on 
fuch means as we conceive fitteft to redrefs the manifold evils 
wherewith the nation is furrounded ; do, in all humility, be- 
feech your Majefty, that, by your royal proclamation, one or 
more days may be folemnly fel apart, wherein both ourfelves, 
anej/ all your Majefty’s loyal fubje^s, may, by fading and 
players, feek a reconciliation with Almighty God ; and, with 
h^iimble and penitent hearts implore him, by his power and 
goodnefs to infatuate and defeat the wicked councils and ima- 
ginations of our enemies i aiid continue his mercies, and the 
light of his gofpel amon^'^us, and our pofteritics: and par- 
ticularly to bellow his abundant bleftings upon your facred 
Majefty, and this prefent Parliament ; that our confultations 
and endeavours may produce honour, fafety, and profperity,,to 
your Majefty, and your people. 
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Two AddreJJls by the Houfe of Commons to the Kiftgf 
April Vi, 

May it plt^afe your Tvlajefty, 

your Majefty’s mod dutiful and loyal fubjcfts, the 
Commons, in Parliament ail'cmbled, having, according 
to.ourduty, made inquiry into the damnable aiid hclliih^plot 
againlt your Majefty’s facred perfon and government, and for 
the extirpation of the protcfta»nt religion, have, upon examina- 
tion, difeovered, that NaUianael Heading, Efquire, hath indiif- 
trioiifly, and againft the duty of a loyal fubjecl, held freqticnt 
correfpondencies with fcveral lords and other perfons that 
Hand Uimniit’cd for high treafon ; and alfo iifed liis utmoft cn- 
deavoiiis to prevent and ftipprefs your Majefty ’s evidence* ; and, 
as. much as in him lay, to ftiflc the difeovery of the faid plot, 
and thereby to render the fame lidlilious, and of no reality \ 
and by fuch undue means to prevent the maIefa6lors from 
coming to JufHcc ; therefore we your faid ConuTions do moft 
humbly befecch your^ Majcfty, tlnit you will be gracioiifly 
pHafed to command, that a commiifion of Oyer and 'I'erminer 
do immediately llfuc forth for thctrial^of the faid Nathanael 
Reading for the faid ofFence, that fo he may be brought ta 
public jufijee. 


May it. pleafe your moft excellent Majcfty, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fuhjctSIs, the 
^ ^ Cointrtons, in rarliamcnt affemblcd, do moft humbly re- 
pref^nt to your Majelty, that Thomas, Earl of Dauby, late 
ll(gh Treafgrer of England, (lands now impeached in Parlia- 
ment of high treafon, and other high crimes’and mifdcmeanors; 

that be the faid Thomas, Earl of Danby, with an int^n^to 
^qlay and pbftnnSl the execution of juftice upon him, hath con- 
cealed and withdrawn himfclf : your Majefty’s obedient fi^ir 
Ic^s dp tljcrefore humbly bcfeech your Majefly* tliat your 
MajeOy wjll be gracioufly plcafed to caiife your proclamation 
^o iliixe commanding the faid I'homas, Earl of Danby, 
forthwijtn to render in order to bis trial : and that your 

^^aj.cfty \vill be pleafed to command all your ofFcers and hii- 
nifters of juftice to ufe their utmoft diligence to apprehend the 
faid Thomas, Earl of Danby ^ and alfo to require all your 
Majetty’s fubjefts, that they, nor any of them, oftcr to conceal 
or harbour the faid Earl of Danby : and likewife, that your 
Majefty will fignify your royal pleafure, that all the officers of 
your Majefty’s houlholddo take caie,that no perfou whajfoevcr 

do 
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do permit or Tuf^Vr fhz f^idThomas, Earl of D'nnbvi no con* 
ct-al himrcir m any ol'your Majcfty’s palaoes. in the grantingi 
of all which, youi Commons will have giOat caufe'to rejoice, ' 
anti give your Mujefty humble ihanls, for your Mujefty'^i great' 
williiighefs to grant the humble dcjires of your people. 


His Majepys mojl o} acious Speech^ J^ril 21, 1679. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T 'rHOlJ(jH'l' it nece;-ary to acquaint you what I have done 
this day; which i-s ilirt 1 have cftablifhcd a new privy coun- 
cil, the coiiftanl nuinher of which fhall never exceed thirty. 

I have made choice of fitch perfons, as are worthy and able 
to advifc me : and am refolved, in all my weighty and important 
affairs, next to the advice of my great council in l^arliamcnt, 
(which I ffiall very often confult with,) to be advifed by this 
privy council. 

I could not make fo gre^t a change without acquainting both 
Hoijfes of Parliament ; and I de/ire you all to apply yourfelvcs 
heartily (as I (hall do] tc^thofc thing? which arc neceflary for the 
good and lafety of the kingdom; and that no time may be loft 
in it. 


Addrefs hythe Houje of Commons io the King^ April ^ 1 ^ 79 * 

T^E, your Majefty’s mod humble and loyal fubjeas, the 
Commons, in this prefent Parliament affemblcd, taking 
into ferious conlideratiori the great and apparc.nt dangers which 
have arifen to your Majefty’s perfon and this kingdom, from 
the horrible confpiracies of popiflt rccufants, who have been 
principally incited thereunto by piriefts and jefuits, daily re- 
forting into this kingdom, and continuing here contrary to your 
Mijcfty*s law's, (whereby they incur the penalty of high trea- 
fon,] is alfo in contempt of fevtral proclamations iiiued by 
yoiif Majerty, by the advice of both your Ploufes of Parliament, 
commanding them to depart out of the realm ; and having re- 
ceived certain infoririation, that one Pickering, now a prifoner 
in Newgate, (who was ehiployed by fomc of the confpirators la 
execute their execrable defign of murdering your royal perfon ; 
and upon his trial was fouhd guilty thereof;) as alfo divers 
priefts and jefuits, wdiohave been condemned by your Majefly’s 
judges at the Old Bailey, and in the feveral circuits ; do remain 
as yet unexecuted* to the great emboldening of fuch offenders, 
in cife they (hould efcape without punilhnient ; we do there- 
fore 
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fore moft humbly defire, that your Majefly would be pleafed t© 
give order to your Majefty’s judges, and all other officers con- 
cerned therein, that immediate execution may be done upon the 
faid offenders, to the terror of all fuch wicked perfons, who, 
by their daily iraitcrous praflices, do juftify the prudence of 
our anceftors in making fuch laws, and the manireft necellity 
of putting them in execution. 


His Majeftys moji gracious Speech, April jp, 1679. 

My Lords ar/J Gentlemen, 

feafoii of the year advancing fo faft, I thought it necef- 
fary to put you in mind of three particulars ; 

1. Profecution of the plot. . 

2. Difbanding of the army. 

3. Providing a fleet for our common fccurity. 

And to fhew you, that, whilft you are doing your parts, mjr 
.thoughts have not been mifemployed \ but that it is my conflant 
care to do every thing that may prefefvc your religion, and fc- 
cure it for the future in all events ; I have commanded my 
Lord Chancellor to mention fcveral particulars, which I hope 
will be an evidence, that, in all things that concerns the public 
fccurity, t fhall not follow your zeal, but lead it. 

The Lord Chancellor’s fpeech was as followeth : * 

My Lords, and you the Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles, 
of the Hoiife of Commons, 

^T'HAT royal care which his Majcfty has taken for the general 
quiet and faiisfuftion of all his fubjefts, is now more evi- 
dent by thefe new and frefli inftances of it, which 1 have in 
commands to open to you. 

His Majefty hath confidered with himfelf, that it is not 
enough, that your religion and liberty isTecure, during his own 
reign ; but he thinks, he owes it to his people, to do all that 
in him fies, that thrfe blclfings may be tranfmitted to your pof- 
terity : and fo well fccurcd to them, that no fucegffion in after- 
ages may be able to work the lead alteration. 

And therefore his Majefty, who hath often faid in this place, 
that he is ready to confent to any laws of this kind, (fo as the 
fame extend not to alter the defeent of the crown in the right 
line, not to defeat the luccellion,) hath now commanded this to 
be further explained. 

- * And, 
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And, to the end it may never be in the power of any papift, 
if the crown defcjnd upon him, to make any change either in 
church or ftate ; I am commanded to tell you, that his Majclly 
is willing that provilion may be made, firft, to dilUnguilh a 
popilh from a proteftant fuccclTor ; then to limit and circum- 
feribe the authority of a popifh fucceflbr in thefe cafes follow- 
ing ; that he may be difabled to do any harm : 

Ffrfl, in reference to the church ; 

His Majetty is content, that care be tuken, that all ccclcfi- 
aftical and fpi ritual benefices and promotions, in the gift of the 
crown, may be conferred in fuch a manner, that we may be 
fure the incumbents fhall always be of the moft pious and learned 
proteflants ; and that no popifh fucceflbr, while he continues 
fo, may have any power to controul fuch prefentments. 

In reference to the ftate, and civil part oi the government : 

As it is already provided, that no papift can fit in either 
Houfe of Parliament ; fo the King is plea fed, that it be pro- 
vided too, that there naay never want a Parliament, when the 
King ftiall happen to di§ ; but that the Parliament then in 
being may continue indilfoluble for a competent lime : or, .if 
there be no Parliament in being, tlwn the laft Parliament which 
was in being before thAtime, may re-alfemble, and lit a com- 
petent time without any new fummons or elections. ^ And, as 
no papifts can by law hold any place of truft ; fo the King is 
content, that it may be further provided, that no lords or others 
of the privy council, no judges of Uie common law, or in 
Chancery, ftiall, at any time, during the reign of any popifh 
fucceflbr, be put in or difplaced, but by the authority of the 
Parliament ; and that care alfo be taken,' that none but (incere 
proteflants may be jnftices of peace. 

In reference to the military part ; 

The King is willing that no lord lieutenant, or deputy 
lieutenant, nor no officer of the navy, during the reign of any 
popilh fucceflbr, be put in or removed, but either by authority 
of Parliament, or of fuch perfons as the Parliament lhall entruft 
with fuch authority. 

It is hard to invent another reftraint to be put upon a popifh 
fucceflbr, confidering how much the revenue of the fucceflbr 
will depend upon the confent of Parliament, and how impof** 
fible it is to raife money without fuch confent : but yet, if any 
thing elfe can occur to the wifdom of the Parliament, which 
may further fecure religion and liberty againft a popifh fuccef- 
for, without defeating the right of fucceflion itfelf, his Majetty 
will moft readily confent to it. 

Thus watchful is the King for all your fafeties : and, if he 
could think of any thing elfe that you do either want or wilh 
VoL. 1 . R to 
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fo make you happy, he would make it his bufinefs to tffcft it 
tor you. 

God Almighty long contintie this hlelTed union between the 
King, and his Parliament, and people. ^ 


Addrefs by the TIoufc of Commons to the Klng^ May 8, 1 679' 

your Mu^^.ity's nio!> loyal and dutiful fiibje^ls, the 
Commons, in this prerent Parliament airembled, finding 
your Majefty’s kingdoms involved in imminent dangers, and 
great dithculiics, Ky the evil dcfigns and pemieious coimfcls of 
Ibme wlio ha\e been and are in high place, tiiiil, and autho- 
lity about your royal perfon, who contrary to the duty ed their 
places, by their arbitrary and dcllrudivc counfels, tending to 
ihc fubverfion of the rights, liberties, and piopcrtics of your 
fubjeiils, and the alteration of the protcifant religion efta- 
blifhed, liavc endeavoured to alienate tlie hearts of your loyal 
fubjeds Irom your Majefiy and ),our goveinment; amongfl 
whom we have jud reafon to uccufe ^ohn, Duke of Lauderdale, 
for a chief promoter of fuch couwlfcls, and more particularly, 
for contriving and endeavouring to raffe jcaloufics and niifun- 
derfiandings between your Majcfiy*s kingdoms of England and 
Scotland, whereby lioiiilitics might have cnfiicd, and may arife, 
between both nations, if not prevented : wherefore, wx, your 
your Majclty‘s loyal fubjccls, could not but be fenlibly affcdlcd 
with trouble to find fuch a perfon (notwithfianding the repeated 
addrefi'es of the laft Parliament) continued in your councils at 
this time, when the affairs of yonr kingdom require none to be 
put into filt h employments but fuch as are of known abilities, 
intcrcft, and elhx:m in the nation, without all fufpicion of either 
iniftaking or bet raying the true interell of the kingdom, and 
coi>fcqueritly of adviiing your Majefiy ill. We do therefore 
moft humbly befeech your mofi facred Majefty, for the taking 
away the great jcalouiies, dilaffeftions, and fears, amongll 
your good fubjeefs, that your Majefty will gracioiilly be pleafed 
to remove the Duke of Lauderdale from your Majeily’s coun- 
cils in your Mujedy's kingdoms of England and Scotland, and 
from all offices, employments, and places of trnd, and frtuu 
your Majelt) s prcfeiicc fi'r cve;:- 


Addrejs 
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Address by the Houfe Commons to the Khig^ May 14, 1679, 
Moft dread Sovereign, 

your Majcfty’s. moft dutiful and loyal fubjedls, the 
Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembled,. do, 
with all humble gratitude, acknovvleiigc your moft gracious af- 
fu ranees your Majcfty hath been plea fed to give us, of your 
conftant care to do every tiling that mav preferve the proieftant 
religion ; of your firm refoliuion to defend the fame to the ut- 
inott ; and your royal endeavours, that the fecurity of that 
blelfing may be tranfmitted to pofterity : and we do humbly 
reprefent to your Majcfty, that, being deeply fenfible, that the 
greateft hopes of fuccefs againft our religion, in the enemies 
thereof, the papifts, are founded in the execrable defigns which 
they have laid againft the facred perfon and life of your Ma- 
jefty, (which, it is not only our duty, but our intereft, with 
the greateft hazards to preferve and defend;) wc have applied 
our counfclsto the making fuch provifion by law as may defeat 
thefe popifh adverfaries, Itheir aoetlors ap.J ad'icrenis, of *licir 
hopes of gaining an advantage by any vicvlciit alte»'ipts againft 
your Majefty ; and may utterly fruftiaie their expeftation of 
fubverlingthe proteftant religion thereby in time to come : and, 
further to obviate, by the beft means wc can, all wieked prac- 
tices againft your Majefty, while any fuch laws arc in prepara- 
tion and bringing to perteflion, it is our refolution, and we do 
declare, that, in defence of your Majefty’s perfon, and the 
proteftant religion, we will ttand by your Majefty wit^' our 
lives and fortunes ; and fhall be ready to revenge, up >; the pa- 
pifts, any violence offered by them to your facred p-^rfon : in 
which, wc hope your Majefty will gracioufly pleafe to be the 
more affured, as we ourfelves are the more encouraged, in that 
the hearts of all your Majefty's proteftant fiibjcdts, with the 
moft fincere affection and zeal, join with us herein. 


MeJJage from his Majejly^ May 14, 1679. 
Charles Rex. 

'^HOUGH his Majefty hath already, at the firft meeting 
in Parliament, and lince, by a word or two, mentioned 
the neceflity of having a fleet at fea this fummer; yet the 
feafon for preparing it being far advanced, and our neighbours 
before us in their preparations, he cannot hold himfelf dif- 
charged towards his people, if he do not now, with more 
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earneflncls, a^ain recommend the fjimc to your prefect carr 
and consideration: and the rather, from the daily cxpe£lation 
of the return of the fleet from the SWeights ; to which a great 
arrear is due : and he muft acquit himfclt of the ill confequences, 
'which the want of a fleet in fuch a jundure may produce r 
and he hath not done this without con fide ring, that the entering 
on this work prefcntly can be no hinderance to the other great 
affairs upon your hands ; but rather a fecurity in the dilpalcli 
thereof. 


jlJdrefs by the Houfe of Commons to the King, Ocioher 27, 1680* 

May h pleale your Majefty, 

your Majefty’s mod dutiful and loyal fubjcils, the 
Commons, in Parliament alTernblcd, being highly zea« 
lous for the prefervation of the" proteftant religion, your Ma- 
jefty’s facred perfon and government ; and refolving to piirfue, 
with a ftrid and impartial inquiry, the execrable popilh plot 
which was deleted in the two laft Parliaments \ and has been 
fupported, and carried onjhy potent and refticfs praflices and 
machinations, tfpecially during the late rccefl'es of Parliament, 
whereby fcveral perfons have been terrified, and difeouraged 
from declaring their knowledge thereof ; mod humbly befeech 
your Majedy, tliat, for the fecurity of fuch perfons who fliall 
be willing to give evidence, or make further fatisfadfory difeo- 
very concerning the fame to this Houfe, your Majedy would 
be plcafed to iiliie your royal proclamation, alluring all the faid 
perfons of your gracious pardon, if they fliall give fuch evi« 
dcncc, or make fuch difcovery, within two months after the 
date of fuch proclamation. 


His Majcfly was pleafed to return hi? gracious anfw^er to tliis 

eflefl : 

^ HAT he did intend to diredf fuch proclamation ; and was 
refolvedt not only to profecute the plot, but popery alfo ; 
and to take care of the protedant religion cdabliihed by law : 
and if we join, and this Houfe go on calmly in their debates 
without hear, he did not doubt to bear down popery, and all 
that belongs to it. 
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JdJrefs fy the Houfe of Commons so the King^ Offoher 29, i 68 q . 

May it pleafe your mod excellent Majclly, 

your Majefty’s inoft dutiful and obedient fubjefls, the 
Commons, in this prcfjnt Parliament alfeaibled, do, 
with mod thankful hearts, acknowkdge, not only your Ma- 
jefty’s many former royal declarations of your adherence to the 
proteftant leligiciii in the prefervation and pioteflion thereof, 
but your further manitellation of the fame in your gracious 
fpeech to both Houfes at the opening of this prefent Parlia- 
ment ; in which your ?,^jie{ly is plcafcd to command us 
ftriftly and impartially to profecute the horrid popifli plot: 
without which, we do fully aik-nt to your Majefty’s great 
judgment, that neither your perfon nor government can be fafe, 
nor your proteftant fubje^ls ; it being part of the very religion 
of popery, where it can obtain, to extirpate all proteftants, 
both prince and people ; which hath caufed, in the limes of 
your royal anceftors, fiiice the reformation, that great care to 
oblige the fubjeds againft* heir return to the papal yoke, in the 
very fame oaths, wlKicin they fwe^r allegiance to their prince: 
and as now the eyes a£ all the proteftant kingdoms and ftates 
abri.ad are upon us; and, looking upon your Majefty as the 
royal head of fo many proMLtPt coviniries, cannot •but hope, 
upon a happy and f/id Icconty in our rel-gion at home, that 
your Majefty \.ill be t .e greateft protection to them, from 
whom we may expect ^ mutual aihftance, as being involved in 
the fame coiumon danger; fo we do humbly allure your Ma* 
jefty that w'e li- di be alwavs ready to prefer ve your Majefty’s 
perfon and government, pnd to fupport the protcllai't religion, 
both at home and abroad : and do humbly befeech your Ma- 
jefty, to cikcm all pc: urns whuifoever, who (hall other wife re- 
prefent us to ya.:: Majefty, thofe who defign to divide be- 
tween the king and his p;.^>ple ; and to defeat the meeting and 
fitting of Parliaments; that thofe popilli defigns may fucceed, 
wiiich, they well know, cannot oiherwlfc profper : and this 
they have made more undeniably evident in the interval of Par- 
liament, by contiiving, with unparalleled infolence, a moft 
damnable and wicked defign, to transfer iheir own crimes upon 
fo many of your Majefty’s loyal proteftant nobility and gentry ; 
hoping thereby to deftroy thofe who, with the greateft zeal and 
integrity, endeavour to difeover and profecute them* 
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MeJJage from his MajeJiy to the Houfe of Commom^ November 9# 

1680. 

Charles Rex. 

UIS Majjcfty defir^ this Houfe, as well for the falisfaflion 
^ of lii? people, as of himfclf, to expedite fiich matters as 
are dc p» nding before them, relating to popery, and the plot ; 
and would have them reft aflured^ that all remedies they can 
tender to his Majcfty conducing to thofe ends, fit all be very ac- 
cepiab) ' to nim ; provided they be fiich as n*ay confift with pre- 
fer\'ing the fiicccirion ot ' he crow^n in its due and legal courfe of 
defceiit. 


Addrifs to his Mojrfty by the Houfe of Commonsy liovemher II, 

1680. 

May it pleafe your moft excellent Majefty, 

_ m 

\K, *E, your Majefty's moft loyal and obedient fubje6l-s, the 
Commons, in this pr^feiil Parlianjent affembled, having 
taken into our feiious confideralion your M^jefty’s gracious 
mefnigc, Ijrotight unto us the ninili day of this infiant Novem- 
ber, by Mr. S- crciary Jenkins, do, with all thank tulnefs, ac- 
knowledge y.iM Majelly’s care and goodnefs in inviting us to 
expedite Ibch matters are depending befoM us, relating to po- 
pe* y and the plot; and we do, in ali humility, rcprefenl it to 
your Majcrry, that we au fully convinced, that it is highly 
inGumb^ ni upon us, in djfcharge Kth of our duty to your Ma- 
jefty, a.'d of that great trufi repo If d in us by thofe whom we rc- 
prefenu • 7 endeavour, by the ino^t fpeedy and cft’eftual ways, the 
fuppieflioi- of popery within this your kingdom ; and the bringing 
to public, jullicc ail fuch as lhall be found guilty of the horrid 
and damrabie popifli plot; and. though the time of our fitting, 
abating what rrult neceflarily be fpent in chi/fing and prefenling 
a Ipcakcr, appointing giand, committees, and in taking the 
oaths and lefts, injoined by ad of Parliament, hath not much 
exceeded a fortnight ; yet w c have, in this time, not only made 
a confidor?ble progrefs in fome things, which to us feem, and 
when prefented to your Majefty in a parliameplary way will, 
we trull, appear to your Majefty to be abfolutely ncceffary for 
thefafVty of your Majefly’s perfon, the eflFcdual fiippreffion of 
popery, and the feciirity of the religion, liyes, and eftates, of 
yoiir Majefty’s proteftant fubjeds ; but, even in relation to the 
trials of the five lords, impeached in Parliament, for the exc- 
prable popifh plot, we have fo far proceeded, as, we doubt not 

'*> but, 
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but, iM a fliort time, we fhall be ready for the fame ; but wc 
cannot, without being unfaithful lo your Maicfty, and to our 
countries, by whom wc are intruded, omit upon this occafion 
humbly to inform your Majcfty, that our diliKuliiLs, even a«lo 
ihcfe trials, are much in^ ieafird by th^* evil and dclhudlive coun- 
fels of thofe perfons who ?dvifcd your Majeliy Rrlt to the pro- 
rogation, and then to the diifolution of the \A\ Pailiaincnl, at a 
time' when the Commons liad taken great pains about, and were 
prepared for rliofe trials ^ and, by the like pernicioui* counfels of 
thofe who advifed the many and long prf»rogat’u'iiS oi the picfent 
Pailiament, before tlie fame was peimittcd to lit ; whereby 
fome of the evidence, wliich was prepared in the laft Parlia- 
ment, may iDolUbl), during fo long an interval, be forgotten' 
or lolt i and fom': I'crfons, who might prc.bably have come in 
as witnelles, are eitlier dead, have been taken off, or rnay have 
been difeou raged from gi'. ng their evidence : but of one inif- 
chievoiis confeqiiencc of ihofc dangerous and unhappy coiiiifels 
we arc certainly and f? lly feiilitx ; namely, that the teitimony 
of a material ifnei's agaiijfl every ot thofe five lord^, and who 
could prohably have ciifcovcrcd and brought in much other evi- 
dence rtboul the ph)t in general, ajid thofe lords in particular, 
cannot nov' be gwcn'^inva voa ; forafmiich as that witnefs is 
unfortunatefy d? ad between the calling and fitting of this Par- 
liament, 

To prevent ihe like or greater inconvcniencics for the future, 
we make it our moft humble reaucit lo your excellent Majefly, 
that, as you tender the fatety ot your royal perfon, the fecurity 
of your loyal fubjeds, and the prcieivaiion ut the true protef- 
tant religion, you will not futfer yourfelf to b prevrdicd upon 
by the like counfels, to do any thing which may occafion, in 
confequence, tiiouch we x^re afiiired never wdlh your Maielty’s 
intention, either the dekrring of a fe.il ;nf! perfeft difeovery 
and examination of this moil wicked and dctcftable plot ; or the 
preventing the c<;nfpirators therein from being brought to a 
fpcedy and exemplary jultice and pimiftiment : and wc hum- 
bly befeech your Majefly to reft aifured, notwithftanding any 
fuggeflions which may be made by perfons, w'ho, for their owm 
wicked purpofes, contrive to create a diflrnft in your Majefty' 
of your people, that nothing is more in the defires, and fhall be 
more the endeavours of us your faithful and loyal Commons,’ 
than the promoting and advancing of your Majefly’s true hap- 
pinefs and greatnefs. 
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Menage from bis Majejiy the Houje of Commons ^ 
November 15, i68o- 

Charles Rex. 

trlS Majefty did, in his fpeech, at the opening of this fedion, 
defire the advice and affiftance of his Parliament in rela- 
tion to Tangier ; the condition and importance of the place 
obliges his Majefty to put this Houfc in mind again, that he 
relies upon them for the fupport of it \ without which it can- 
not bp much longer preferved : his Majefty does therefore very 
carneftly recommend Tangier to the due gonfideratiou and 
care pf this Houfe. 


Mdrefs by the Houfe of Commons to his Majejiy^ Nov» 1 9, 1680. 

TX 7 E, your Majefty*s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
Commons, in Parliament airembled, havii^g received a 
complaint again Sir George JefTcryes, Knight, your Majefty’s 
Chief Juitice of Chtfter ; and heard** the evidence concerning 
the. fame ; and alfo what he ^id allege and prove in his defence ; 
and being thereupon fully fatisfied, that the faid Sir Gef)rge 
jefferyes, well knowing that many of your loyal proteftant 
fubjeds, and particularly thofe of your great and .amous city 
of London, out of zeal for the preftivation of the proteftant 
religion, yopr Majefty *s royal perfon and government, and in 
hopes to bring the popifli confpirators to fpeedy jullice, were 
about to petitrion to your Majefty, in an humble, dutiful, and 
legal w'ay, or the fitting of this Parliament, the (aid Sir 
George Jeffiirycs, not regarding his duty to his Majefty, or the 
welfare of your peepie, did, on purpofe to ferve his own pri- 
vate ends, and to create a mifunderftanding between your Ma- 
jefty and your good fnbjctts, though difguifed with of 

fervice to your Majeft; , inaliciouily declare fiich petitioning 
fometimes to be tumultuous, feditious, and illegal ^ and at 
Other times did prefumc publicly to infinuate and atfcri, as if 
your Majeily would deprive your citizens of London of their 
charter^f and divers other privileges, immunities, and advan^ 
tages, and alfo of your royal favour, in cafe they (hould fa 
petition, there (hould not be any meeting or fitting of Parlia- 
ment ; tjtereby traducing your Majefty, as if you would not 
purfuc your gracious intentions, the rather, becaufe they were 
grateful to your good fubjefls ; do, in the moft humble manner, 
Wfeecn your Majeft) to remove the faid Sir George JefFeryps 
out of the faid place of Chief Juftice of Chefter, and out of 
all other public offices and employments under your Majefty. 
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jiadrefs hy the He;<fe of Commons^ November aa, i68o. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal the 

Commous, in this prefent Parliament »'ireuih/:d, being 
deeply fenfible of the manitolcl dangt is and n.ifcM.fs which 
haveiii c n occahoned to this your kingdom by the di 'olution of 
the bit Parliament, and by the frequent prorogations of this 
prefent Parliament ; whereby the papifts h *ve been greatly en- 
couraged to cany on their hcllifli and damnable confpiracies 
againft yo^r n yal pcifon and govcrnrr.ent, and the proteilant 
religion j.ow eii.iiihlhed aniongft us; and have had many oppor- 
tunities to lalfe and malicious plots againft the lives 

and honouts jt feveral of your loyal proie^l ant fubjeds ; and 
having reafon to believe that the faid diiroluiioii was pro- 
moted by the evil and pernicious conn Ids of Ge(»rge, Earl of 
Halifax, do therefore moft humbly pray your Majefty, for 
the taking away of occafions of diftruft and jcaloufy between 
your Majefty and us yoiir*loyal Commons, and that we may 
with greater cheerfulnefs proceed perfed thofe matters now 
before us, which tendito the fafety and honour of your facred 
perfon and government, and to the prefervation of the true 
proteftant religion, both to ourfelves, and to our*pofterity, 
that you would be gracioufly pleafed to remove the faid George, 
Earl of Halifax, from your prefence and counfels for ever. 


jiddrefs by both Houjes to the King^ November 23, l68o« 

TT7E, your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
^ Lords and Commons, in this prefent Parliament alfem- 
bled, being deeply fenfible of the fad and calamitous condition 
of this your Majefty’s kingdom, occafioncd chiefly by the im- 
pious and horrid confpiracies of a popifh party, who have not 
only plotted and intended the deftrudion of your Majefty’s 
royal perfon, but the total fubverfion of the government and 
true religion eftabliftied ainongft us ; and finding the fame de- 
tcftablc machinations ftill obftinately profecuted by them, as 
weli by fomenting diviiions amongft your Majefty’s loyal pro- 
teftant fubjeds,* as all other the moft wicked contrivances, iiot- 
withftanding the many difcoveiies thereof by God’s great mercy 
and wonderful providence lately brought to light ; all which 
dreadful judgments are now impending over us, moft defer- 
yedly, for our many and grievous fins ; and cannot otherwife 
ill human reafon be prevented, but by the particular blelling of 
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God upon the confultations and endeavours of your great Coun- 
cil now aflcmbled in Parliament ; do, in all humility, befeech 
yorr Majefljv that by your royal proeiamaiion, a day may be 
fet apart, wherein Wh ourfelves and all yoi-i Ma- 
jelly’s loyal fiibjefts, may, by falling and prayers, enderveur 
a reconciliation with Almighty God and with humble and 
penitent hearts implore him, by his power and goodnefs, to 
divert thofc judgmcnis, ;:t»d defeat the m icked counfcls and de- 
vices ( f tor enemies, to imitc the heaits of yorr loyal protef- 
tant fubje£ts, ai.d to continue his mercy, and the light of his 
gofpel, to us and our podcritics ; and more efpecially to bc- 
flow his abundant blellings on your lacrcd Majefty, and this 
prtTent Parliament, that our confultations and endeavours may 
produce lK)nour, fafety, and profperity to yfmr Alajdly, and 
your people. 


His Majcfljs Anjvjcvy Nevemher 26, 1680. 

Charles Kfx, . 

TJlS Majcfty having received the addrefs of this Iloufe rc- 
lating to the Eatl of l^alifaXi hath thought fit to return 
this anfwcr : 

That he conceives the faid addrefs to be liable to fcvcral ex- 
ceptions ; but having a great dclire to preferve all polliblc good 
undcrllaiiding w'ith this Uoufe, he cluifes to decline to enter 
into particuhirs, to avoid all iKcafions ol dirpulc : he therefore 
thinks hi to tell them, that he doth not hiid the grounds in the 
addrefs of this Houfe to be fiitficunt to induce him to remove 
the Earl of Halifax : but he anfwers them at the fame time, 
that, whenever this Houfe ihall, in a due and regular courfe, 
piove any crime either againll the faid Earl of Halifax, or any 
'‘Other perfon, who cither now is, or fhall hereafter be, in his 
council, he will leave him or them to their own legal defence, 
. without interpohng to protect them. 


Addicjs by the Hoitji of Commons, Nov, 27, l68o. 

May it plcafe your mofl excellent Majcfty, 

* 1 ^ 7 E, your Majefty’s moft obedient and loyal febjefls, the 
Commons, in Parliament aflTemblcd, having, with all 
duty and regaid, taken into our ferious confideration your Ma- 
jefly's late melfage relating to Tangier, cannot but account the 
prcfenl condition of it, as your Majcfly is plcaftd to reprefenf 
it in your faid mclTagc, after fo vaft a treafure expended te 
? mak« 
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make ifufeful, not only as one infelicity more added to the at 
fliSed ellate of your Majelty's faithlul and loyal jubjeds, but 
as the refuit alfo ot the lame counfcls and deligns, wliich have 
brought your Majelty*s perfon, crown, and" kingdoms, into 
thofe great and imminent dangers v\ith which at this day they 
are furrounded ; and we are the lefs furprifed to hear of the 
exigencies of Tangier, w hen vre remember, that, fi nee it be- 
came part of your Majclly’s dominions, it hath Rveral limes 
been unde, ihe command of popiih governors ; particularly, 
for fom<' ♦ime under the command of a lord impeached, and 
now prifone.- the Tower, tor tlic execrable and horrid 
popiilj o!.;t that th*. fapplies f^i.t thither hav been, in great 
p^ri, caOf* up popiih olheers and f: .!! . : ri'>d that the 
Iriih p^pi.cs among the ibldiors of iha* garni. !mvc been the 
perfons molt countenanced and encouraged. 

To that pait oi your Majeity’s melfage, which ‘"Koir ff'S a 
rqliance upon this Houfe tor the fupport of Tangier, aiu! a le- 
commendation of it to our fpeedy care, wc do, with all 
lity and reverence, give this anfwer ; that, although, in due 
time and order, we Iball omit nothing incumbent on us for the 
prefervation of every part of youf Majetty’s dominions, and 
advancing the profperuy and floiirifhing eltate of this your 
kingdom ; yet at this time, when a cloud, which has long 
threatened this land, is ready to break upon our heads in a 
ftormof ruin and confufion, to enter into any further con fidcra- 
tion of this matter, efpecially to come to any rcfolntions in it, 
before we are efFcftually fecured from the imminent and appa- 
rent dangers ariling from the power of popiih perfons and 
coiinfcls, wc humbly conceive will not confilt either with our 
duty to your Majelty, or the truft repofed in us by thofe we 
reprefent. 

It is not unknown to your Majefly, how reftlefs the endea- 
vours, and how bold the attempts of the popiih party, for many 
years laft part, have been, not only within this, but other your 
Majefty's kingdoms, to introduce the Romilh, and utterly to 
ijxiirpate the true proteftant religion. The feveral approaches 
they have made towards compalling this their dclign, allilted by 
the treachery of po«bdious proieftants, have been fo ttrangely 
fuccefstul, that it is matter of admiration to us, and which w'e 
can only aferibe to an over-ruling Providence, that your Majef- 
ty’s ixign is (Ull continued over us, and that we are yet airembled 
toconfult the means ot our pref^rvation. 

This bloody and reftlefs party, not content w^ith the great 
liberty they had a long time enjoyed, toexcrcifc their own re- 
ligion privately amongft thcmfelves, to ...take of an equal 
freedom of their perfons and eftates yvith your Majefty’s protef- 
tant 
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tant fiibjccls, and of an advantage above them, in b^ing ex- 
ciifed ftom chargeable offices and employments, hath fo far 
pre /ailed, as v.) find countenance : from an open and avowed 
pradfice of their fiiperfiition and idolatry without controul, in 
ieveral parts of this kingdom, gr.at fwarms of priefls and je- 
fuits have reforted hither, and have here excrcifed their jurif- 
diftlori, and been daily tamp* rmg to pervert the confcicnces of 
youi Majefty’s fubjedh, their i»:-pofers they have found fneans 
to difgrace ; and il they i*. ere judges, juttices of the peace, or 
Other maglffiaUs, to have them turned out of co-nmiffion : and, 
in contempt of the laws of the land, they have piadlifcd upon 
people (»f all ranks and cpialities, and gained ovei divers to their 
religion *, foino openly to piofefs it, others fecretly to efpoufc 
it, as moft conducive to the fervicc tlieref>f. 

After foine time, they became able to infiiicncc matters of 
flate and government, and tlicreby to deilroy thofe they cannot 
corrupt : the continuance or piorogaiion of Parliaments has 
been accommodated to I'ervc the purpofes of that parly : money 
raifed upon the people to fupply your Majefty's extraordinary 
9Ccafions, was, by the prevalence <5f popilh counfels, employ- 
ed to make war upon a protedant ftatc, and to advance and 
augment the dieadftil power of the Fi^nch King ; though, to 
the apparent hazard <»t this, and all other proteftant countries : 
great nulni)ers of your Majefty’s fubjeds were fent into, and 
continued in the fcrvicc of that King; notw ithftanding the ap- 
parent intereft of your Majedy’s kingdoms, the addreffes of 
the Parliament, and your Majrlty’s gracious proclamations to 
the contrary i n('r can we foibear to mention, how that, at 
the beginning of the fame war, even the minifters of England 
were made inftruments to prefs upon that ftate the acceptance 
of one demand, among others, from the French King, for pro- 
curing their peace with him ; that they ftiould admit tlie public 
cxercife of the Roman Caiholu- religion in the United Provinces ; 
the churches there to be divided ; and the Romifli priefts 
maintained out of the public icvckjc. 

At home, if your Majefty did, at any time, by the advice 
of your privy council, and of your two Houfos of Parliament, 
cpmmand the laws to be put in execution apainft papifts ; even 
from tiicnee tlicy gained advantage to their party, while the 
edge of thofe laws was turned againft proteftant diftenters, and 
the papilts efeuped, in a manner, untouched ; the aft of par- 
liament, enjoining a teft to be taken by all perfons admitted 
into any public olfice, and intend' d for a fecurity againft papifts 
coming into employment, had fo little efFeft, that either by dif- 
penfations obtained frorn Koine, they fubrnitted to thofe tefts, 
an^ held their offices tlicrafelvcs ; oy thofe put in their places 

were 
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wcfe f® favourable to the fame interefts, that popery itfclf has 
rather gained than loft ground lince that a<ft. 

But, that thc^r budnefs in hand might yet more fpeedily and 
ftrongly proceed, at length a popifh llcrctary, fince executed 
for histreafons, takes upon him to let afoot and maintain cor- 
refpondencies at Rome, fparticularly with a native fubjedf of 
your Majefty’s, promoted to be a cardinal,) and in the courts 
of other foreign princes, to ufe their own form of fpcech, 
** for the fubduing that peftilent hcrefy, which has fo long do- 
mineered over this northern world that is, to root the pro- 
teftant religion out of England ; and thereby to make way the 
more eafily to do the fame in other proteflant countries. 

Towards the doing this great work (as Mr. Colman was 
pleafed to call it,) jefuits, the moil dangerous of all popilh 
orders to the lives and eha^es of princes, were diftrih’it.cd to 
their fevcral precinds wi* vn this kingdom ; and held joint 
councils with thofe of the fame order in all neighbour popilh 
countries : out of thefe councils and correi'pondencies was 
hatched that damnable and hellifli plot, by the good provi.lencc 
of Almighty God brought to light above two years fince, but 
ftill threatening us ; wherein the tfaitors, impatient of longer 
delay, reckoning the pronging of your facred Majefty’s life, 
(whicli God long preibrve,) as the ^reat obllaclc in the way t6 
the confummation of their hopes ; and having in their profpcdl 
a profelyted prince immediately to fiicceed in the throne of 
thefe kingdoms, refolved to begin their work with the alValfi- 
nation of your Majefty ; to carry it on v/irh armed force ; to 
deftroy j^ur proteftant fubje<^'ts in England ; to e3;ecute a fe^ 
cond maifacre in Ireland ; and fo, with cafe, to arrive at the 
fuppreftion of our religion, and the fubverlien of the govern- 
ment. 

When this accurfed confpirncy began to be difeovered, they 
began the fmothering it with the barbarous murder of a juftice 
ot the peace within one of your Majefty’s own palaces, who 
had taken fome examinations concerning it. 

Amidft thefe diftra^ions and fears, popilh officers for the 
command of forces were allowed upon the mufters, by fpeciafl 
ordjrs furreptitiouAy obtained from your Majefty, but counter- 
figned by a fecrctary of Itatc, without ever pafling under the 
tells preferibed by the aforementioned acl of Parliament : in 
yke manner above fifty new' commilfions were granted about 
the fame time to known papifts ; bcfidcs a great number of 
defperate popilh officers, though out of command, .yet enten*' 
tained at half- pay. 

When in the next Parliament, the Houfeof Commons went 
prepared to bring to a legal trial the principal confpirators in 

^ this 
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this plot, that Parliament was firft: prorogued, and then dif- 
folved : the interval between the calling and the fitting of this 
Parliament was fo long, that now they conceive hopes of co- 
vering all their part crimes, and gaining a feafonablc time and 
advantages of pradliiing them more eliediially : witneifes are 
attempted to be corrupted ; and not only promifes of reward, 
but of the favour of your Majclly’s brother, m ule the motives 
for their compliance : divers of the mc/t confiderable of* your 
Majefty’s protcllant fubjedls have crimes of the higheft nature 
forged agamll them , the charge to be fiipportcd by fuborna- 
tior> and perjury, tlial they may be dellroycd by forms of law 
and jiiflice. 

A prefentment being prepared for a grand jury of Middlefex 
againft your Majefty’s faid brother, the Duke of York, under 
whofe countenance all the reft Ihcltcr themfelvcs, the grand 
jury were in an unlicard-of, and unprecedented, and illegal 
manner difeharged ; and tha'^ with fo much haile and fear, leli: 
they ihould finifh that prefentment, that they were prevented 
from delivering many other indi£lments by them at that time 
fpund among other j>iipifli reciifants*. 

Bccaufc a pamphlet came forth weekly, called, The 
** Weekly Pacquet of Advice fioiii Rome,” which expofes 
popery as it deferves, as ridiculous to the people ; a new and 
arbitrary' rule was made in your Majefty’s Court of King’s 
Bench, rather like a Star-chamber, than a court of law, that 
the fame Ihould not lor the future be printed by any perfon 
whatfoever. 

We acknowledge your Majcfly’s grace and care in ilTuing 
forth divers proclamations lince the difeovery of the plot, for 
the banilhiiig papifls from about this great city, and rcfidcnce 
of your Majerty's court, and the Parliament ; but, with trou- 
ble of mind, wc do humbly inform your Majefty, that, not- 
withftanding all ihel'c prohibitions, great numbers of them, and 
of the mdft dangcions fort, to the terror of your Majclly’s pro- 
teftant fill)jc6ts, do daily lefort hither, and abide here. 

Under thefe and other fad cffe6ts and evidence of the preva- 
lency of popery, and its adherents, wc, your iVIajefty's faithful 
Commons, found this your Majelty’s dillr^tjed kingdom, and 
other parts of your dominions, labouring, when wc affemblcd : 
and therefore, from our allegiance to your Majefty, our zeal 
to our religion, our falthfiilncfs to our country, and our care 
ofpoftciity, we have lately, upon mature deliberation, pro- 

{ )oied one remedy of thefe gieai evils, without which, (in our 
udgments) all others will piove vain and fruitlefs : and, like 
deceitful fccurities againll certain dangers, will raiiier 
je your MiJtfty’s pcifou to the grcatell hazaul, and 

the 
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the peciple, together with all that is valuable to them, as men 
or Chriltians, to utter ruin and deftrudlion. 

We have taken this occafion of an accefs to your Majefty’s 
royal prefcn«je, humbly to lay before your Majelly’s great judg- 
ment, and gracious confideration, this moft dreadful delign of 
introducing popery, and, as nccethiry confcquences of it, all 
other calamities, into your Majefly’s kingdoms : and if, after 
all this, the private fuggeftions of the fubtle accomplices of 
that party and defign fliould yet prevail, either to elude, or to- 
tally obftruft, the faithful endeavours of us, your Commons, 
for an happy fettlement of this kingdom, we ihall have this re- 
maining comfort, that we have freed ourfelves from the guilt 
of that blood and dcfolation which is likely to enfue. 

But our only hope (next under God) is in your facred M«i- 
jefty ; that, by your great wifdom and goodnefs, we may be 
efFeftually fecured from popery, and all the evils that attend it; 
and that none bur perfons of known fidelity to your Majefty, 
and finccrc affeftions to the proteflant religion, may be put into 
any employment, civil or military : that, whillt we (hall give a 
fupply to Tangier, we mafy be alfured we-do not augment the 
flrength of our popifh adverfarie^, nor increafe our own 
dangers. • 

Which defircs of your faithful Commons, If your Majefty 
(hall graciouily vouchfafe to grant, we ftiall not oniybe ready 
to aftift your Majefty in defence of Tangier ; but do whatever 
elfc (hall be in our power, to enable your Majefty to protect the 
proteftant religion and intereft at home and abroad, and to refiit 
and repel the attempts of your Majefty ’s and the kingdom’s 
enemies. 


^ddrefs to his Majefty by the Houfe of Commons y 
December 29, 1680. 

May it plcafe your Majefty, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, theCpm- 
mons, in this prefent Parliament aircmbled, have taken into 
our ferious confideration your Majelty’s gracious' fpeech to both 
yourHoufesof Parliament, on the tiftu nth cf this inftant De- 
cember ; and do, with all the grateful fenfe of faithful fubjedls 
and ftneere proteftants, acknowledge your Majefty’s great 
goodnefs to us, in renewing the aiiiiranccF you have been 
pleafed to give us, of your readinefs to concur with us in any 
means for the fecurity of the proteftant religion ; and your gra- 
cious invitation of us to make our Jefires known to your 
Majefty^ 

But, 
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But, withTgricf of heart, we cannot but obferve,. that to 
thefe princely offers your Majefty has been advifed (by what 
fecret enemies to your Majefty and your people we know not) 
to annex a refervaiion, w’hich, if inilfltd on, in the inftance to 
which alone iv is applicable, will render all your Majeily’s 
other gracious inclinations pf no effeft or advantage to us. 

Your Majefty is pleafed thus to limit your proinife of con- 
currence in the remedies which lhall be propofed ; that they 
may confift with preferving the fucceflion of the crown in its 
due and legal courfe of defeent ; and we do humbly inform 
your Majefty, that no interruption of that defeent has been en- 
deavoured by us, except only the defeent upon the perfon of 
the Duke of York, who, by the wicked inftruments of the 
church of Rome, has been manifeftly perverted to their reli- 
gion. And we do humbly reprefent to your Majefty, a:s the 
ifliie of our moft deliberate thoughts and confultations, that 
for the papifts to have their hopes continued, that a prince of 
that religion lhall fiicceed in the throne of thefe kingdoms, is 
utterly inconfiftent with the fafety.of your Majefty ’s perfon, 
the prefervation of the proieftant religion, and the profperity, 
peace, and welfare of your proteftant fubjefts. 

That your Majefty's facred life is in^continual danger, under 
the pro^cdl of a popifli fucceflbr, is evident, not only from 
the principles of thofe devoted to the church of Rome, which 
allow, that an heretical prince (and fuch they term all pro- 
teftant princes excommunicated and depofed by the pope) may 
be deftroyed and murdered ; but alfo from the teftimonies given 
in the profccution of the horrid popiih plot, againft divers 
Uaiiors aualnied for defign'mg to put thefe accurfed principles 
into pradice againft your Majefty. 

From the expedation of this fuccellion has the number of 
papifts in your Majefty ’s dominions fo much incrcafed within 
thefe few years, and fo many been prevailed with to defert the 
true proteftant religion, that they might be prepared for the 
favours of a popiih prince, as loon as he (hoiild come to the 
pofleflion of the crown : and while the fame expeftation lafts, 
many more will be in the fame danger of being perverted. 

This it is that has hardened the papiftr«r of this kingdom, 
animated and confederated by their priefts and jefuits, to make 
a common purfe, provide arms, make application to foreign 
princes, and folicit their aid for imiK)nng popery upon us; 
and all this even during your Majefty ’s reign, and while your 
Majefty’s government and the laws were our protedion. 

It is your Majefty*s glory and true intcreft to be the head 
protedorof all proteftants, as well abroad as at home: but 
hopes remain, what alliances can be made for the ad- 

vantage 
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vantage of the proteftant religion and intereft, which (ball 
give confidence to your Majelly’s allies to join fo vigoroully 
with^your Majefty, as the flute of that intereft in the world 
now,rc<pjires ; while they fee this proteftant kingdom in fo 
much danger of a popifli fucceflbr ; by whom, at the piefent, 
all their counfels and aftions may be eluded (as hitherto they 
have been} and by whom, if he iKould fucceed, they are fure 
to be deftroyed ? 

We have thus humbly laid before your Majefty fome of 
thofe great dangers and niifchicfs which evidently accompany 
the expectation of a popKh fucceflbr : the certain and un-^ 
fpeakable evils which will come upon your Majefty’s proteftant 
fubjeCls, and their pofterity, if fuch a prince ftiould inherit, 
are more alfo than we can well enumerate: our religion, which 
is now fo d&ngeroufly fliaken, will then be totally overthrown; 
nothing will be left, or can be found, to proreCl or defend it : 
the execution of old laws miift ceafe, and it will be vaih to 
expeCl new ones : the moft facred obligations of contrafts and 
promifes (if any (hould given) that (hall be judged againft 
the intereft of the Romifli religion, vvill be violated; as 
undeniable, not only from argumenf and experience elfewhere, 
but from the fad experience this nation oiKe bad on the like 
occafion. In the reign of fuch a prince :hc pope will be ac- 
knowledged .fupreme, though the fubjeCts of this kingdom 
have fworn the contrary ; and all caufes, either as fpi ritual, 
or in order to fpiritual things, will be brought under his jurif- 
diCiion : the lives, liberties, and eftates, of all fuch proteftatits, 
as value their fouls and their religion more than their fecuUr 
concernments, will be adjudged forfeited. 

To all this we might add, tha: it appears in the difeovery of 
the plot, that foreign princes were invited to aflift in fecuring 
the crown to the Duke of York ; with arguments, from his 
great zeal to eftabliih popery and to extirpate proteftants 
(whom they call heretics) put of his dominions ; and fuch will 
expeft performance accordingly. 

We further humbly befeech your Majefty in your great 
wifdom to confider, whether, in cafe the imperial crown of 
this proteftant kingdom (hould defeend to the Duke of York, 
the oppofition which may poflibly be made to his poflefling it, 
may not only endanger the farther defceni in the royal line, but 
even monarchy itfelf. 

For thefe reafons, we are moft humble petitioners t6 yoUc 
moft facred Majefty, that, in tender commiferation of your 
poor proteftant people, your Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed 
to depart from the r^lervation in your faid fpecch : and, when 
a bill (hall be tendered to. your Majefty, in a parliamentary 
VoL, L S Trtav,^ 
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way, todifable the Duke of York from inheriting the crown, 
your Majelly will give your royal aflent thereto ; and, as ne-r 
ceflary to fortify and defend the fame, that your Majefty will 
likewife be gracioufly plcafed to aflent to an ad, whereby 
your Majefty *s proteftant fubjeds may be enabled to aflbeiate 
themfelves for the defence of your Majefty ’s perfon, the pro- 
ieftant religion, and the fecurity of your kingdoms. 

Thefe requefts we arc conftrained humbly to make to your 
Majefty, as of abfolufe neceftity for the fafe and peaceable en- 
joyment of our religion. Without thefe things the alliances 
of England will not be valuable, nor the people encouraged to 
contribute to your Pvfajefty*s fervice. 

As fomo farther means for the prefervation both of our re- 
ligion and property, we are humble fuitbrs to your Majefty, 
that from henceforth fuch perfons only may be judges within 
the kingdom of Englar^d, and dominion of Wales, as are 
hieu of ahiliiy, integrity, and known affedion to the, proteftant 
religion ; and that they may hold both their offices and falaries 
quam d'iu fv bene gc£ennt : that (federal deputy lieutenants and 
jiifticcs oi the peace, fitly qualified for thofe employments, 
having been of late difplaccd, and orhers put in their room, 
who are men of arbitrary principles, and coiintenancers of 

f >apirts and popery) fuch only may bear tlic office of a lord 
ieutenant as arc perfons of integrity, and known affedion to 
the proi!eftant religion : that deputy lieutenants and juftices of 
the peace may be alfo fo qualified, and may be, moredver, 
men of. ability, of eftates, and intereft in their country : that 
hone may he employed as military officers, or officers in your 
Majefty’s fleet, but men of known experience, courage, and 
tiffed ion to the proteftant religion. 

, Thefe our humble requefts being obtained, wc fhall, on our 
•part, be ready to affift your Majefty for the prefervation of 
Tangier ; and for putting your Majefty’s fleet into fuch a con- 
dition, as it may preferve your Majefty’s fovereignty of the 
feas, and be for the defence of the natibn. If your Majefty 
%ath or 'fliall make any necefiary alliances for. defence of the 
jpybtefVant religion and intereft, and fecurity of this kingdom, 
this Hoiife will be ready to affift and ftaftcl by your Majefty in 
the fnpport of the fame. 

• After this our humble anfwer to your Majefty’s gracious 
fpeech, we hope no evil inftruments whatfoever fliall be able 
to leffdn your Majefty’s efteem of that fidelity and affedion we 
Iwiar to ybur Majefty’s fervice ; but that ydur'Majefty will aK 
Hf^ys retain, in your royal breaft, that favourable opinion of us 
your hiyal Commons, that^hofe Oth^rgo6d*bills which we have- 
'how under cotifideration, conducing to the great ends we have 
^ before 
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before mentrqned ; as alfo all laws for ihe benefit and comfort 
of your people^ which (hall from time to time be tendered for 
jmur ^ajefty’s royal aflent, (hall find acceptance with your 

Mejfage from his Majejiyy January 1681. 

.Charles Rex. 

U IS Majefty received the addrefs of this Houfe with all the 
difpofition they could wilh, to comply with their reafon- 
able defires : but, upon perufing it, he is forry to fee their 
thoughts fo wholly fixed upon the bill of exclufion,' as to de- 
termine, that all other remedies for the fupprefiing of popery 
will be inefFedual: his Majefty is confirmed in his opinion 
againft that bill, by the judgment of the Houfe of Lords, who 
rejedled it : he therefore thinks there remains nothing more 
for him to fay, in anfwer to the addrefs of this Houfe, but 
to recommend to them the«confideration of all other means for 
the prefervation of the proteftant religion ; in which they hat'e 
no reafon to doubt of his concurrertce, whenever they (hall be 
prefented to him in a parliamentary way: and that they would 
confider the prefent ftate of the kingdom, as well the con- 
dition of Chriftendom, in fiich a manner as may enable him 
to preferve Tangier, 'and fecure his alliances abroad, and the 
peace and fettlement at home. 


His Majrjly^ James the SscoND’i firjl Speech^ May 22 , 1685. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

A FTER it pleafed Almighty God to take to his mercy the 
late King, my dearqft brother, and to bring me to the 
peaceable poifeflion of the throne bf my anceftors, I imrne- 
diately refolved to call a Parliament, as the beft means to fettle 
every thing upon thofe foundations that may make my reign 
both eafy and happy to you ; towards which I am difpofed to 
contribute all that Ht fof me to do. What I faid to my privy 
council at my firft coming there, I am defirous to renew to* 
you, wherein I fully declared my opinion concerning the prin- 
ciples of the church of England, whofe members have (hew^fl ^ 
themfelves fo eminently loyal in the worft of times, in defence 
of my father, and fupport of my brother, of blefled memory; 
that 1 virill always take care to defend and fupport it: I wilt 
make it my endeavour to preferve this government, both in 
church and ftate, as it is now by law eftablilhed. And as 1 

S2 Will 
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will never depart from the juft rights and prerogativ'e'of the 
crown, fo I will never invade any man’s property : and you 
may be fure, that, having hitherto ventured my life in the de- 
fence qf this nation, 1 (hall Hill go as far as any man in pre- 
ferving it in all its juft rights and liberties. 

And, having given you this afliirancc concerning the care I 
will have of your religion and property, which I have chofen 
to do in the fame woids I ufed at my fiift con ing to the crown, 
the better to evidence to you that I fpokc them not by chance, 
aqd confeqiiently that you may the more firmly rely on a pro- 
mife fo folcmnly made ; I cannot doubt, that I (hall fail of 
fuitable returns from you, with all imaginable duty and kind- 
nefs on your part ; and particularly in what relates to the fet- 
tling of my revenue, and continuing it during my life, as it 
w'as in the time of the King my brother. 

I might life many arguments to enforce this demand, from 
the benefit of trade, the fupport of the navy, the neceftity of 
the crown, and the well being of the government itfelf, which 
1 muft not fiifTer to be precarious:* but I am confident, your 
o\vi\ confuleraiion of wdiat is juft and rcafonable will fuggeft 
to you wdiatever might be t*nlarged upon this occafion. There 
is one popular argument, which I foretcc may be ufed againit 
what ] at); of jou, from the inclination men may have to fre- 
quent Parliaments; whicli fomc may think would be the beft 
fccured, by feeding me from time to time by fuch proportions 
as they (hall think convenient : and this argument (it being the 
firft that I fpcak to you from the throncj I will anfwer once 
for all, that this would be a very improper method to take 
with me, and tliat the beft way to engage me to meet you often 
is alw'ays to nfe me w'ell. I expcdl, therefore, that you will 
comply wi'h me in what I have defired ; and that you w'ill do 
it fpeedily, that this may be a (liort fellion, and that we may 
meet again to all our fatisfa£lions* 

My Lortt^and Gcaitlemcn, 

J muft acquaint you, that I have had news lhi« morning 
from Scotland, that Argyle is landed in the weftern iflands 
tvith the men he brought with him froiik^yolland ; and that 
there are tw'o declarations pujblifhed, one in the name of 
thofe in arms there, the cjther in his own; it would be too 
long for me to repeat the fubftance of them ; itMs fufficient to 
tell -you, that in both of them I am charged with ufurpation 
and tyranny. The Ihorter of tj^em I have direded to be^ forth- 
with communicated to you. I (hall take the beft care I can, 
that this declaration of their own treafon and rebellion may 
ineet with the reward it deferves ; and I will not doubt, but 

that 



( a6i ) 

tliat ydu will be more zealous to fupport the government, and 
give me my revenue, as I have defired it, without delay. 


His MajcJiy s mojl gracious Speech ^ May 30, 1685* 

Lords and Gentlemen, 

T THANK you very heartily for the bill you have prefentcd' 

me this day ; and I aflTure you, the readinefs and cheerful- 
nefs that has attended the difpatch of it, is as acceptable to 
me as the bill itfclL 

After fo happy a beginning, you may believe I w'ould not 
call upon you unnecelfarily for an extraordinary fnpply : but 
when I tell you, that the ftoies of the navy and ordnance are 
extremely exhauiled; that the anticipations upon fevcral 
branches of the revenue are great and burden fomc ; that the 
debts of the king my brother to his fervants and family are 
fuch as deferve compallion ; that the rebellion in Scotland, 
without putting more wtjght upon it tl»an it really deferves, 
muft oblige me to a confiderable exj^eufe extraordinary ; I aili 
furc fuch confidcratioiif will move you to give me an aid to 
provide for thofe things, wherein the fecurity, the eafe, and 
the happinefs of my government are fo much concerned. But, 
above all, I muft recommend to you the care of the navy, the 
ftrength and glory of this nation; that you will put it into 
fuch a condition as may make us confidered and refpeSed 
abroad. I cannot exprefs my concern upon this occafion more 
fuitable to my own thoughts of it, than by alluring you, I 
have a true Englilh heart, as jealous of the honour of ih? 
nation as you can be : and I plcafe myfelf with the hopes, 
that, by God’s bleffing and your alfiftange, I may carry the 
reputation of it yet higher in the world than ever \t has been 
in the lime of any of my anceftors. And, as I will not call 
upon you for fupplies, but when they a/c of public ufe and 
advantage, fo I promife you, that what you lhall give me upon 
fuch occafiops flialj be managed with good hufbandry, and I 
will take care it (hall be employed to the ufes for which I a(k 
th?m. ^ • 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons^ 13? 

Moll gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft loyal fljbjedls, the Commons of 
England, in Parliament aflembled, do, with all duty, 
return our moft humble and hearty thanks for your Majefty’s 
l^racious melVage, communicated to us by the Earl of Mid* 
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dleton, on« of your Majefty’s principal fecretaries of ftatc, of 
the invading this your kingdom by that ungrateful rebel James, 
Duke of Monmouth ; and do, with all duty and loyalty, and 
utter deteftation of fuch rebels and traitors, afliire your Ma- 
jefty that we are, and always (hall be, ready to Hand by and 
aflift your Majefty with our lives and fortunes againft the 
the faid James, Duke of Monmouth, his adherents and corre- 
fpondents, and all rebels and traitors ; and all others whatfo- 
cver that (hall aflift them, or any of them. 

And (ince the prefervation of your Majefty*s perfon is of 
the higheft concern to the peace and happinefs of this kingdom, 
we, your moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, do moft humbly be- 
fccch your Majefty to take more than ordinary care of your 
royal perfon j which we befeech God long to preferve. 


MeJJage from his Majejiy to the Houfe of Commons ^June l8, 1685, 

James Rax. • 

TJlS Majefty judges it neceflary for the good of his fer- 
vice, that the Gentlemen of this Houfe (on whofe loyalty 
and affeftion he depends, wherever they are) (hould be prefent 
in their rdfpedivc countries; and therefore defigns there (hould 
be a recefb in a very few days : but, becaufe the rebellion in 
the weft will occafion an extraordinary expenfe, his Majefty 
defires there may be a good fund of credit provided, for a pre- 
fent fum of money, to anfwer the immediate charge his Ma- 
jijfty muft be at ; and, to the end none of the bills now depend- 
ing may be prejudiced, his Majefty is pleafed, that this fepa- 
ration (hall be an adjournment, and for feme Ihort time only. 
Given at our court at Whitehall, the eighteenth day of 
June, 1685. 


His Majejif s Mejfage to the Houfe of Commons^ Jug. 4, 1685. 

James Rex. . 

IT is his Majefty's pieafure, that this Houfe be immediately 
adjourned till Monday the ninth day of November next. 
Whitehall, the fourth day of Auguft, 1685. ^ 
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His f>K>Ji gracious Speech^ Nov, 9, 1685. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

A FTER the ftorm that feemed to be coming upon us when 
wc parted laft, I am glad to meet you all again in fo great 
peace and quietnefs ; God Almighty be praifed, by vvhofe 
bleffing that rebellion W'as fuppreffed : but when we refleft, 
what an inconfiderable number of men began it, and how long 
they carried it on without any oppofition, I hope every body 
will be convinced that the militia, which hath hitherto been 
fo much depended on, is’ not fufficient for fuch occafions ; and 
that there is nothing but a good force of welbdifciplined 
troops in conftant pay, that can defend us from fuch as either 
at home or abroad are difpofed to dillurb us : and, in truth, 
my concern for the peace and quiet of my fubjefts, as w^ell as 
for the fafety of the government, made me think it ncceffary 
to increafe the number to the proportion 1 have done : this 1 
owed as well to the honour as the fccurity of the nation ; 
whofe reputation was fo infinitely expofed to all our neighbours 
by having fo evidently lain open tt^ihis late wretched attemp't, 
that it is not to be repaired without keeping fuch a body of 
men on foot, that none may ever have the thought again of 
finding us fo miferably unprovided. 

It is for the fupport of this great charge, which is now more 
than double to what it was, that 1 a(k your aflilfance in giving 
me a fupply anfwerable to the expenfe it brings along with it ; 
and I cannot doubt, but what I have begun, fo much for the 
honour and defence of the government, will be continued by 
you with all the checrfulnefs that is requifite for a work of fo 
great importance. 

Let no man take exception, that there are fomc officers in the 
army not qualified, according to the late tefis, for their em« 
ployments ; the gentlemen, I muft tell you, are moft of them 
well known to me ; and, having formerly ferved with me io 
feveral occafions, and always approved the loyalty of their 
principles by their praflice, I think fit now to be cmploye(J 
under me : and I vnW deal plainly with yOu, that after having 
had the benefit orth'eir fervice in fuch time of need and danger,' 
I will neither expofe them to difgrace, nor myfelf to want of 
them, if there Ihould be another rebellion to make them nccef- 
fary for me. 

I am afraid fome men may be fo wicked to hope and expedi 
that a difference may happen between you and me upon thi^i oc* 
cafion : but when you confider, what advantages have arifeu 
to US in a few months, by the good underftanding we have hi* 
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thcrto had ; what wonderful efifeds it hath already produced In 
the change of the whole feene of affairs abroad, fo much more 
to the honour of this nation, and the figure it ought to make 
in the woild ; and that nothing can hinder a further progrefs in 
this way, to all our fatisfa&ions, but fears and jealoufies 
amongft ourfelves ; I will not apprehend that fuch a misfortune 
can befall us as a divifion, or but a coldnefs, between me and 
you ; nor that any thing can (hake you in your fteadinefs* and 
loyalty to me ; who, by God’s blcfling, will ever niake returns 
of all kinclnefs and proteSion, with a refolution to venture 
even my own life in the defence of the true interell of this 
kingdo.m. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons to the King^ Nov. i6, 1685. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

'iniTE, your Majefty’s moft loyal and faithful fubjefls, the 
^ Commons, in Parliament aflEbmbled, do, in the firft 
place, as in dutv bound, return youf Majefty our moft humble 
a'i>d hearty thanks ibr yoTir^rcat care and conduft in the fup- 
prciTion of the late rebellion, which threatened the overthrow of 
this government botli in church* and ftate, and the utter extir- 
pation of bur religion by law eftabliflied ; which is moft dear to 
us, and which your Majefty has been gracioufly .... to 
^ive us repeated aiUirances you will always defend and fiip- 
port ; which, with all grateful hearts, we lhall ever acknow- 
ledge. 

Wc further crave leave to acquaint your Majefty, that we 
have, with all duty and readinefs, taken into our confideration 
your Majefty's gracious fpeech to us ; and as to that part of it 
relating to the officers in the army, not qualified for their em- 
ployments, according to an aft of Parliament made in the 
twenty fifth year of the reign of your Majefty's royal brother of 
bicflec memory. Intituled, An aft for preventing dangers 

winch may happen from popifli recufants,” we do, out of 
our bounden duty, humbly reprefent unto your Majefty, that 
thofa officers cannot by law be capable of ^hoir employments ; 
and ^hat the incapacities they bring upon themfelves thereby^ 
can no vvays be taken off, but by an aft of Parliament ; there- 
fore, out of that great deference and duty owe unto yoiir 
Majefty, who hat' Wn gracioufly pleafed to take .... of their 
fervices to you, we are preparing a bill to pafs both Houfes for 
your roval affent, to indemnify them from the penalties they 
nave no .v incurred. And bccaufe the continuance of them in 
their employments may be taken to be a difpenfing with that 

law 
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law wi«hout aft of Parliament (the coijfcquenCe of which i% 
of the greateft concern to the rights of all your MajcRy’s duti- 
ful and loyal fubjefts, and to all the laws made for fecurity of 
their religion) ; we therefore, the knights, citizens, and bur- 
gcfles, of your Majefty’s Houfe of Commons, do mod luimbl/ 
befeech. your Majefty, that you would be gracioufly pleafed to 
give fuch diredions therein, that no apprelienfionsor jealoufies 
ihay remain in the hearts of your Majeity’s good and faithful 
fubje^s. 


Jnfwer by his Majejiy, November 1685. 

jbiD noi expeft fuch an atjdrefs from this Houfe of Com^ 
mons ; having fo lately recommended to your confideration 
the great advantages a good underllanding between us had jpro- 
duced in a very Ihort time, and given you warning of fears and 
jealouhes amongil ourfelves. 

I had reafou to hope, that the reputation God hath blefled 
me with in the world, \\40uld have created and confirmed a 
greater confidence in you of me, and of all I fay to you 

and be very juft to my word in every one of my 

fpecchesu • 


His Highmfs the pRiNCy of OrangeV Declaration]^ 

OHober 10, l688. , ' 

tT is both certain and evident to all men, that the public 
peace and happiuefs of any ftate or kingdom cannot be pre- 
ferved, where the laws, liberties, and culloms, cftabliftied by 
the lawful authority in it, are openly tranfgrefted and annulled; 
more efpecially where the alteration of religion is endeavoured,' 
and that a religion, which is contrary to law, is endeavoured to 
be introduced ; upon which thofe who are moft immediately 
concerned in it are indifpcnfably bound to endeavour to pre- 
ferve and maintain the eftablifhed laws, liberties, and cuftoms, 
and above all, the religion and worlhip of GotT, that is efta- 
blilhed among them ; and to take fuch an effedual care, that 
the inhabitants of tJae faid ftate or kingdom may neither be 
deprived of their religion, nor of their civil rights: which is fo 
much the more neceflary, becaufe the greatnefs and fecurity 
both of kings, royal families, and of all fuch as are in autho- 
rity, as well as the happinefs.of their fubjc6ls and people, de- 
pend in a moft efpecial manner upon the exa£l obfervation and 
maintenance of thefe their laws, liberties, and ciiftoms. 

Upon thefe grounds it is that we cannot any longer forbear 
to declare, that, to our great fegret, wo fee, that thofe coun- 
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fcllors, who have now the chief credit with the King, have 
overturned the religion, laws, and liberties of thofe realms, and 
fubje£ted them, in all things relating to their confcienccs, li- 
berties, and properties, to arbitrary government ; and that, 
not only by fccret and indirect ways, but in an open and un- 
difguifed manner. 

Thofe evil coun fcllors, for the advancing and colouring this 
with fome plaufible pretexts, did invent and fet on foot the 
King^s difperifing power \ by virtue of which they pretend, 
that, according to Liw, he can fufpend and difpenfe with the 
execution of the laws that have been ena&ed by the authority 
of the Ki'.^g and Parliament, for the feciirity and happinefs of 
the fubjeft \ and fo have rendered thofe laws of no effeft : 
though there is nothing more tertain, than that, as no laws 
can be made but by the joint concurrence of King and Parlia- 
ment, fo likewife laws fo enadlcd, which fecure the public 
peace and fafeiy of the nation, and the lives and liberties of 
every fnbjeft in it, cannot be repealed or fufpended but by the 
Tame authority. ' 

^ For though the King may parddn the punifhmcnt that a 
tranfgreffor has incurred, ayd to which he is condemned, as in 
cafes of treafon or felony, yet it cannot Ae, with any colour of 
rcafon, inferred from thence, that the King can entirely 
fufpend t4ie execution of thofe laws relating to treafon or fe- 
^ lony, unlefs it is pretended, that he is cloathed with a defpotic 
and arbitrary power, and that the lives, liberties, honours, and 
eftates of the fubjc<^£, depend wholly on his good will and 
pleafure, and arc entirely fubjeft to him ; which muft infallibly 
follow on the King’s having a power to fufpend the execution 
of laws, and to difpenfe with them. 

Thofe evil counfcllors, in order to the giving fome credit to 
this ftrange and execrable maxim, have fo conduced the mat- 
ter, that they have obtained a fentence from the judges, de- 
claring, that this difpeiifing power is a right belonging to the 
Crown ; as if it were in the power of the welve judges to olFer 
up the laws, rights, and liberties of the whole nation to the 
King, to be difpofed of by him arbitrarily, and at his pleafure, 
and exprefsly contrary to laws enafted for the fecurity of the 
fubjefls. In order to the obtaining this judgment, thofe ^vil 
counfpllors did, beforehand, examine fecretly the opini'-nof 
the judges, and procured fuch of them, as could not in con- 
fcience concur in fo pernicious a fentence, to be turned out, 
and others to be fuhftituted in their rooms, till, by tee changes 
which were made in the courts of judicature, they at laft ob- 
tained that judgment. And they have raifed fome to thofe 
truils, who make open profeifion of the Popiih religion, 
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though ihofe are by law rendered incapable of all fuch em- 
ploytncntsw 

It is alfo manifeft and notorious, that, as his Majefty was 
upon his coming to the crown, received anu acknowledged by 
all the fubjefts of England,' Scotland, . and Ireland, as their 
King, without the Icaft oppofition, though he made then open 
profellion of the Popilh religion, fo he did then promife and 
folemhly fwear at his coronation, that he would maintain his 
fubjefts in the free enjoyment of their laws, rights, and liber- 
ties \ and, in particular, that he would maintain the church of 
England, as it was' eAabl idled by law. It is likewife certain, 
that there have been, at divers and fundry times, feveral laws 
cna6h;d for the prefervation of thofe rights and liberties, and 
of the protellant religion ; and, among other fecurities, it has 
been enafted, that all perfons whatfoever, that are advanced to 
any eccleriadical dignity, or to bear office in eitlier univerfity, 
as likewife all others that ihould be put in any employment 
civil or military, (hould declare, that they were not papifts, but 
were of the proteftant religjon, and that, by their taking ol the 
oaths of allegiance and fupremacy, and the tell : yet thefe evi| 
counfellors have, in elFei^l, annulled and aboUlhed all thofe 
laws, both with relation^o ecclefiaftical and civil employments. 

Ill order to ecclefiaftical dignities and offices, they have, not 
only without any colour of law, but againft more exprefs laws 
to the contrary, fet up acommiflion of a certain number of per- 
fons, to whom they have committed the cognizance and direc- 
tion of all ecclefiaftical matters; in the which commiffion 
there has been, and ftill is, one of his Majefty’s minifters of 
ftate, who makes now public profeffion of the popilh religion; 
and who, at the time of his firft profeffing it, declared, that for 
a great while before, he had believed that to be the only true 
religion. By all this, the deplorable ftate to which the pro- 
teftant religion is reduced is apparent, , fince the affairs of the 
church of England are now put into the hands of perfons who 
have accepted of a commiffion that is manifeftly illegal, and 
who have executed it contrary to all law ; and that now one of 
their chief members has abjured the proteftant religion, and 
declared himfelf a. papift ; by which he is become incapable of 
holding any public employment. The (aid commiffionors have 
hitherto given fuch proof of their fubmiffion to the direftions 
given them, that there is no reafon to doubt, but they will, ftill 
continue to promote all fuch defigns as will be moft agreeable to 
them. And thofe evil counfellors take care to raife none to 
any ecclefiaftical dignities, but^perfons that have no zeal for tho 
proteftant rdigion, and that now hide their unconcernednefs 
for it under the fpecious pretence of moderation. The faid 
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commiflioncrs have fufpcncled the Biiliop of London, cfhly bc- 
caijfe he refiifed to obey an order that was fent him to fiifpend 
a worthy divine, wnitlvout fo much ar citing him before him to 
make his own defence, or obferving the common forms of pro- 
cefs. T'hey have turned out a prefidenl chofen by the fellow'*? 
of Magdalen College, and afterw'nrds all the fellows of that 
college, without fo much as citing them before any court that 
could take legal cognizance of that affair, or obtaining any 
fenience againll Oiem by a corripetent judge : and the only rea- 
fon that W 4 S given for turning them out, was, their refufing to 
chiife for their pitfirJcnt a perfon that was recommended to 
them by the inftigation of thofe evil counfellors, though the 
right of a free elcdlion belonged undoubtedly to them ; but 
they w'ere turned out of their freeholds contrary to law, and tO' 
that exprefs provillon in Magna Charta, that no man fhall lofe 
lift or goods but by tlie law' of the land : and now thefe evil 
counfellors h.iVe put the faid college wholly into the hands of 
the papifls ; iliougli, as is above faid, they are incapable of all 
fuch emplc)\meiiis, both by the law of the land, and .tlie flatutes 
of the college. Thefe commillioncrs have alfo cited before 
them all the chancellors and arcluicacons of England, requiring 
them to certify to them the names of alllfuch clergymen as have 
read the K'-ng’s declaration for libcity of confcicncv, and of 
fufh as have not read it, without confidcring that the reading 
of it w as not injoined the clergy by the bilhops, who are their 
ordinaries. 1 he illegality and incompetency of the faid court 
of the ecclcliaflical ctunmiifioners was fo notorioiifly known, 
did fo evidenily appear, that it tended to the fubverfion of the 
proteftunt religion, tliat the moft Reverend Father in God, 
William, Archbilhop of Canterbury, Primate and Metropoli- 
tan of England, feeing that it was raifed for no other end but 
to opprefs fuch perfons who were of eminent virtue, learning, 
and piety, refufed to fit or to concur in it. 

And, though there are many exprefs law^s againft all churches 
or chaptls lor the exerc'ife of the pop\(h reUgion, and alfo 
againft all monaftcrics and Convents, and more particularly 
againft the order of tlie jcfuiis ; yet thofe evil counfellors have 
procured orders fi r the building of feveral eliurclies and chapels 
for the cxercife of that religion : they have alfo procured di- 
vers monafierics to be ereded ; and, in contempt of the law, 
they have not only fet up feveral colleges of jefuits in divers 
place.'?, for corrupting ot the youtiv, but have raifed up one of 
the order to be a privy counfellor^ and a minifter of ilatc : by 
all which they do evidently (hew, that they are reftrained.by 
no rules or law whatfoever ; but that they have fubjeded the 
honours and eftates of the fiibjeds, and the cftabliflied religion, 

to 
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to a defpotlc power, and to arbitrary government : in all which 
they are ferved and feconded by thofe ecclefiaftical commil- 
iioners. 

They have alfo followed the fame methods with relation tp 
civil affairs ; for they have procured orders to examine all lords 
lieutenants, deputy lieutenants, Iheriffs, jiillices ot the peace, 
and alfo all others that were in any public employment, if they 
would concur with the King in the repeal of the I'cll and 
the Penal la#s ; and all fuch whofe confciences did not fuffer 
them to comply with their defigns, were turned out, and others 
were put in their places, who they believed would be more 
compliant to them in their defigns of defeating the intent and 
execution of thofe laws, which had been made w^ith fo much 
care and caution for the fecurity of the proteftant religion : 
and in many of thefe places they have put profeifed papifts ; 
though the law has difablcd them, and wai ranted the fubjeds 
not to have any regard to their orders. 

They have alfo invaded the privileges, and feized on the 
charte/s of moft of thofe tgwns that have a right to be repre- 
fented by their burgeifes in Parliament, and have fecured fur-- 
renders to be made of them ; by whk!) the magiftrates in liicm 
have delivered up all thtir rights and privileges to be difpofed 
of at the pleafure of thofe evil counfcliors; who have there- 
upon placed new magiftrates in thofe towns, fuch as they can 
moft entirely confide in ; and in many of them they have put 
popilh magiftrates, notwithftanding the incapacities under 
which the law has put them* 

And whereas no nation whatfoever can fubfifl: without the 
adminiftration of good and impartial juflicc, upon which men’s 
lives, liberties, honours, and eftates, do depend; thofe evil 
counfellors have fubjefled thefe fo an arbitrary and dcfpotic 
potver. In the moii important affairs they have Ihidied to 
difeover beforehand the opinions of the judges, and have turned 
out fuch as they found would not conform ihemCeAves to \he\r 
inieiuions and have put others in their places, of whom they 
were more affured, without having any regard to their abilities: 
and they have not ftuck to raife -even profeffed papifts to the 
courts of judicatjL4reyt notwithftanding their incapacity by law, 
and that no regard is due to any fentences flowing from them. 
They have carried Uiis fo far, as to deprive fuch judges, who, 
in the common adminiftration of juftice, (hew, that they were 
governed by their confciences, and not by the diredions which 
the others gave them : by wliich it is apparent, that they defign 
to render themfelvcs the abfolutc mafters of the lives, honours, 
and eftates of the fubjedls, of what rank or dignity foever they 
may be ; and that, without having any regard either to the 
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tqtihf of the canfc, or to the confcienccs of the judges ! whom 
they will have to fiibniit in all things to their own will and 
jpileafnre : hoping, by fuch ways, to intiinidate thofe other 
j^idges who are yet in employment ; as alfo, fuch others as 
they fliall think fit to put in the rooms of thofe whom they 
have turned out ; and to make them fee what they muft look 
for, if they ihould at any time in the lead contrary to their 
good-liking \ and that no failings of that kind are pardoned in 
any perfons whatfoever. A great deal of blood nas been Ihed 
in many places of the kingdom, by judges, governed by thofe 
evil counfellors, againfi all the rules and forms of law, without 
fo much as fufferiiig the perfons, that were accufed, to plead 
in their own defence. 

They have alfo, by putting the adminiftration of juftice in 
the hands of papdls, brougiitall the matters of civil juftice into 
great uncertainties, with how much exadtnefs andjullicc foever 
that thefe fentences may have been given : for, fince the laws 
of the land do not only exclude papids from all places of judi- 
cature, but have put them under anjincapacity, none are4)ound 
to acknowledge or objy ’heir judgments ; and all fentcnccs 
given by them are null aii(f void of thcmfclves; fo that all per- 
fons, who have been call in trials before fuch popilh judges, 
may juftly look on their pretended feniences as having no more 
force than the fenterces of any private and unauthorized per- 
fon whatfoever : fo deplorable is the cafe of the fubjefis, who 
are obliged to an fwcT to fuch judges, that muft in all things 
ilick to the rules which are fet them by thofe evil coufellors ; 
who, as they raiftd them up to thofe employments, fo can turn 
them out ot them at pleafurc ; and who can never be efteemed 
lawful judges : fo that all their fentenccs are in the conftruc- 
tion of the law of no force and efficacy. They have likewife 
difpofed of all military employments in the fame manner; 
for, though the laws have not only excluded papifts from all 
fuch employments, but have, in particular, provided, that they 
ihould be difarmed ; yet they, in contempt of thofe laws, have 
not only armed the papifts, but have likewife raifed them up 
to the greateft military trulls, both by fca and land ; and that, 
ftrangersas well as natives, and Irilh as tfrell*as EngUftV; that 
fo, by thefe means, they having rendered themfelves mafters 
both of the affairs of the church, of the government of the 
nation, and of the courfe of jiifticc, and fubjcdled them all to a 
defpotic and arbitrary power, they might be in a capacity to 
maintain and execute their wicked deligns by the affiftance of 
the army, and lh( ic hy to entlave the nation. 

The difLiial efteds of tins fubvcrfion of the eftabiiflicd reli- 
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Ds by what we fee done in Ireland ; ■wlicre the whole govefn- 
ment is put in the hands of papifts ; and where ail the proteltant/ 
inhabitants are under the daily fears of what may be juftly ap- 
prehended from the arbitrary power which is fet up there : 
which has made great numbers of them leave that kingdom, 
and abandon their eftates in it ; remembering well that cruel 
and bloody maflacre which fell out in that illand in the year 
1641. 

Thofe evil counfellors have alfo prevailed with the King to 
declare in Scotland, that he is cloathed with abfolute power, 
and that all the fubjefts arc bound to obey him without referve; 
upon which he has afliimed an arbitrary power, both over the 
religion and laws of that kingdom. From all which it is ap- 
parent, what is to be looked for in England, as foon as matters 
are duly prepared for it. 

Thole great and infufFerable oppreflions, and the open con- 
tempt of all law, together with the apprehenfions of the fad 
confcquences that muft certainly follow upon it, have put the 
fubjedis under great and jOft fears, and have made them look 
after fiich lawful remedies as • are allowed of in all nations ; 
yet all has been witly)ut effcdl. And ihofe evil counfellors 
have endeavoured to make all men to apprehend the lofs of 
their lives, liberties, honours, and cftaies, if they fliould go 
about to preferve themfelves from this opprc/iion by petitions, 
reprefentations, or other means authorized by law. Thus did 
they proceed with the Archbifliop of Cantei*hiiry, and the 
other Biihops ; who, having offered a molt humble petition to 
the King, in terms full of refpe£l:, and not exceeding the num- 
ber limited by law, (in which they fet forth, in fiiort, the rea- 
fons for which they could not obey that order, which, by the 
inftigation of thofe evil counfellors was fent them, requiring 
them to appoint their clergy to read, in their churches, the de- 
claration for liberty of confctence) were fent to prifon, and 
afterwards brought to trial, as if they had been guilty of fome 
enormous crime. They wore not only obliged t j defend them- 
felves in that purfuit, but to appear before profeiTed papids, 
who had not taken the teft, and, by confjquencc, were men, 
whofe intereft leci them to condemn them : and the judges that 
gave their opinions in their favours wxre thereupon turned out. 

And yet it cannot be pretended, that any kings, how great 
■foever their power has been, and how arbitrary and defpotic 
Toever they have been in the cxercife of it, have ever reckoned it 
a crime for their fubjefls to come, in all fubmiiTion and re- 
fpe£i, and in . a due number not exceeding the limits of the 
law, and reprefent to them the reafoiis that made it impollible 
^or them to obey their orders. Thule evil counfellors have 
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alfo treated a peer of the realm as a criminal, only becaiift 
he faiil, that llie fubjeds were not bound to obey the orders 
of a popiih juflice ot peace j though it is evident, that they 
being by law rendered incapable of all fuch trult, no regard 
is due to4:heir orders ; this being the fecurlty which the people 
have, by the law, for their lives, liberties, honours, and 
eftates, that they are not to be fubji <5lcd to the arbitrary^ pro- 
ceedings of papifts, that arc, coniiary to law', put into any 
employments, civil or military. 

Both wc ourfelvcs, and our deareftand mofl entirely beloved 
confort the Princefs, have endeavoured to fignify in terms full 
©1 refpeCt' to the King, the juft and deep regret which all thefc 
proceedings have given us ; and, in coiupliance with his Ma- 
jefty’s dell res fignified to us, we declared, both by word of 
mouth to his envoy, and in writing, what our thoughts were, 
touching the repealing of the tell and penal laws *, which we 
did in inch a manner, that wc hoped we \\at\ propofed an ex- 
pedient, by which the peace of thofe kingdoms, and a happy 
agreement among the fubjeds of all perfuafions, might have 
heeri fettled : but thofe evil counfellors have pul fucli ill con- 
ftrudions on thofe our go©d intentions, that they have endea- 
voured to alienate the King more and more from us, as if we 
had defigned to dilhirb the happinefs and quiet of the king- 
dom. 

The lafl: and great remedy for all thofe evils is the calling of a 
Parliament, for fecuring the nation againlt the evil pradices of 
thofe w icked counfellors ; hut this could not be yet compalfed, 
nor can it be cafily brought about : for thofe men apprehending 
that, a lawful Parliament being once afrcmbled, they would be 
brought to an account for all their open violations of law, and 
for their plots and confpiracies againll the proteftant religion, 
and the live^ and liberties of the fubjeds, they have endeavoured, 
under the fpeciuus pretence of liberty of confciencc, firft to fow 
divifions among proteftants, bet^veen thofe of the church of 
England and the di (Teniers ; the dcfign^being laid, to engage 
proteftants that are all equally concerned to preferve themfelves 
from popifh oppreilioii into mutual quarrellings, that fo, by 
thefe, fomc advantages might be given toMhem to bring about 
their defigns ; and that, both in the eledion of the members of 
Parliament, and aftewards in the Parliament itfelf : forJthey 
fee well, that if alt proteftants could enter into a mutual good 
imdcrftanding one with another, and concur together in the 
preferving of their religion, it would not be poiTble for them 
"to compafs their wicked ends. They have alfo required all the 
perfons in the fcveral ct^umies ol England, that either were in 
any employirniii, or were in, any confidtruble eftecin, to declare 
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beforeRand> that they would concur in the repeal of the teft 
and penal laws ; and that they would give their voices in the 
cleflions to Parljjament only for fuch as would concur in it. 
Suclv as would not thus pre-engage themfelvcs were turned out 
of all employments ; and others who entered into thofe en- 
gagements were put in their places, many of them being papifts. 
And,, contrary to the charters and privileges of thofe boroughs 
that have a right to fend burgeffes to Parliament, they have or- 
dered fuch regulations to he made, as they thought fit and ne- 
cellary for affiiring themfelvcs of all the members that are to be 
chofen by thofe corporations ; and, by this means, they hope to 
avoid that punifliment which they have deferved: though it is 
apparent, that all a6ls made by popifh magistrates are null and 
void of themfelves ; fo that no parliament can be lawful, for 
which the ele^Sions and returns are made by popifli flierifFs and 
mayors of towns : and therefore, as long as the authority and 
magiftracy is In fuch hands, U is not pofliblc to have any lawful 
Parliament. And tliough, according to the conllitution of the. 
Englifli government, and &nmemorial ciiftom, all cleSions of 
Parliament-men ought to be made with an entire liberty^ 
without any fort of forc^, or the requiring the cleflors to chufe 
fuch perfons as fliall be named to them ; and the perfons thus 
freely eledled, ought to give their opinions freely upon all mat- 
ter? that are brought before them, having the good of the nation 
ever before their eyes, and following, in all things, the diflates 
of their confcicnce ; yet now, the people of England cannot 
expeft a remedy from a free Parliament legally called and 
chofen ; but they may perhaps fee one called, in which all 
eledlions w ill be carried on by fraud or force : and which will 
be compofed of fuch perfons of whom thofe evil counfellors 
hold themfelves well alfured, in which all things will be carried 
on according to their diredion and intereft, without any regard 
to the good or happinefs of the nation \ which may appear evi- 
dently from this, that the fame perfons tried tl)c members of 
the laft Parliament, to gain them to confeiit to the repeal of 
the teft and penal laws ; and procured that Parliament to be 
dilfolvcd, when they found, that they could not, neither by 
promifes nofHhreateniiigs, prevail with the members to comply 
with tTfeiir^wicked defigns. 

But, to crown all, there are great and violent prefumptions 
inducing us to believe, that thofe evil counfellors, in ord-r to 
the carrying on of their ill defigns, and to,, the gaining them- 
felves the more time for the elTecling of them, for ilie encou- 
raging of their complices, and for the difcoiir.iging of all good 
fubje<Ss, have publilhed, that the Qiieen hath brought forth a 
fon; though there hath appeared, both during the Queen *s p re-- 
VoL, I. T tended 



' t in ) 

tended hignefs, and in the manner in 'which the birth ^as ma- 
naged, fomany juft and vifible grounds of fufpicion, that npt 
only we ourfelves, but all the good fubjedls of tliofe kingdoms;^ 
do vehemently fufpeft, that the pretended Pfjnce of Wales v«R5 
not Lorn by the Queen. And it is notorioufly known to all the 
world, that many both doubted of the Queen’s bignefs, and of 
the birth of the child ; and yet there was not any thing done to 
fatisfy them, or to put an end to their doubts. 

And fmee our deareft and rnoft entirely beloved confort the 
.Princefs, andlikcwife ourfelves, have fo great an intereft in 
this matter, and fuch a right, as all the world knows, to the 
fucceffion to the crown ; fince alfo the Englifti did, in the year 
one thoufaiid fix hundred and feventy-iwo, when the States Ge- 
neral of the United Provinces were invaded in a mod unjuft 
. war, life their urnioft endeavours to put an end to that war, 
and ih'it, in oppofirion to thofe who 'W'ere then in the govern- 
ment ; and by their fo doing, they run the hazard of Ibfing 
both the favour of the court, and their employments ; and, 
lincethe Engliih nation has ever t^ftified a moft particular af- 
feftion and efteem, both to our dtfareft confort the Princefs, 
t^nd to ourfelves, we cannot excufe ourfelves from efpoufing 
itheir interefts in a matter of fuch higlf confequence ; and from 
contributing all that lies in us tor the maintaining, both of the 
proteftant religion, and of the laws and liberties of thofe king- 
doms ; and for the fecuring to them the continual enjoyment of 
9 II their juft rights; to the doing of which, we are moft ear- 
licftly folici<ed by a great many lords, both fpiritnal and tem- 
poial, ar.d by many gcnilcmen, and piher fubjedls of all ranks. 

There tore it is, that wc have thought fit to go over to Eng- 
land, and to carry over with us a force fufHcient, by the blef- 
fing of God, to defend us from the violence of thofe evil coun- 
fellors ; and we, being dcfirous that our intention in this may 
be rightly underftood, have, for this end, prepared this decla- 
ration, in which we have hitherto given a true account of the 
Tcafons inducing us to it \ fo wc now think fit to declare, that 
this our expedition is intended for no other defign, but to have a 
free and lawful Parliament aifembled as foon asispoffible ; and 
that, in order to this, all the late charters, j?y v^icnh the elec- 
tions of burgefles are limited, contrary to the ancio;;;tirjftom, 
ihall be confidered as null and of no force ; and likewife, all 
magiftrates, who have been unjuftly turned out, fhall forthwith 
refume their former employments ; as well as all the boroughs 
of England fhall return again, to their ancient preferiptions and 
charters ; and more particularly, that the ancient charter of the 
great and famous city of London ihall ggain be in force ; and 
' ^at the writs for the members of Parliament (hall be addrefled 
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to the proper offifccrs, according to law and cuftom ; that alft> 
none be ftifFered to chiife or to be chofen members of Parliament^ 
but fuch as are qualified by law ; and that the members of Par- 
liament being thus lawfully chofen, they fhall meet and fit in 
full freedom, that fo the two Houfes may concur in the pre- 
paring of fuch laws as they, upon full and free debate, lhall 
judge neceflary and convenient, both for the confirming and 
executing the law concerning the teft, and fuch other laws as 
are' necelfary for the fecurity and maintenance of the protedant 
religion ; as likewife, for making fuch la^vs as may cftablilh a 
good agreement between the church of England and all the pro- 
teftant diffenters ; as ulfo, for the covering and fcciiring of all 
fuch who would live peaceably under the government, as be- 
comes good fubje£ls, from all pcrfecution upon the account q£ 
their religion, even p^’-pifts themfi lves not excepted ; and for 
the doing of all other thinjjs, which t!\c two Houfes of Parlia- 
ment fiiall find necelfary for the peace, honour, and fafeiy of 
the nation, fo that they may be in no more danger of the nja- 
tion’s falling, at any time^ hereafter, under arbitrary govern- 
ment. To this Parliamedt wc will alfo refer the imiuirv into 
the birth of the pretended Prim e of* V/alcs, and of all things 
relating to it, and to thS right of fucceflion. 

And wc, for our part, will concur in every thing that may 
prooure the peace and happinefsof the nation, which a free and 
lawful Parliament (hail determine ; fincc wc have nothing be- 
fore our eyes, in this our undertaking, but the prefervation of 
the protedant religion, the covering of all men fro a perfecu- 
tion for their confcicnccs, and the fecuring to the whole nation 
the free enjoyment of their laws, rights, and liberties, under a 
juft and legal government. 

This is the defign that we have purpofed to ourfel ves in appear- 
ing upon this occafion in arms; in the condadl of which, we 
will ke^p the forces under our command under all ftriftnefs of 
martial difcipline, and take a fpccial care that the people of 
the countries, through which we muft march, fhall not fufFer 
by their means: and, as foon as the (fate of the nation wdll ad- 
mit of it, we promife, that we will fend back all ihofe foreign 
forces thab brought along with us. 

We do-'irttj/e&re hope, that all people will judge rightly of 
us, and approve of thefe our proceedings ; but we chiefiy rely 
on the blefling of God for the fuccefs of this oiir undertaking^ 
in which we place our whole and only confidenpe. 

We do,.in‘the laft place, invite and require all perfons 
whatfdever, all the peers of the realm, both fpiritual and tem- 
poral, all lords lieutenanti, deppty lieutenants, and all gentle- 
men, citizens, ^ind other commons of all ranks, to come and 
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affiftus, in order to tha executing of this our'defign, againftall 
fuch as fliall endeavour to oppofe us, that fo we may prevent all 
thofe miferies which mull needs follow upon the nation's being 
kept under arbitrary government and flavery, and that all the 
violences and'diforders, which may have overturned the whole 
conftitution of the Englifli government, may be fully redrelTcd 
in a free and legal Parliament. 

And we do likewife rcfolvc, as foon as the nations are brought 
to a ftate of quiet, we will take care that a Parliament fhall be 
called in Scotland, for the reftoring the ancient conftitution of 
that kingdom ; and for bringing the matters of religion to fuch 
a fettlement, that the people may live eafy and happy, and for 
putting an end to all the unjuft violences that have been, in a 
courfe of fo many years, committed there. 

Wc will alfo ftudy to bring the kingdom of I reland to fuch a 
ftate, that the fettlement there miiy be rcHgioully obferved ; 
and that the proteftant and Britilh intcrett there may be ftcured. 
And we will endeavour, by all pollible means, to procure fuch 
an eftablilhment in all the three kingdoms, that they may all 
live in a happy union, and correfpond together ; and that the 
proteftant religion, and the peace, honour, and happinefs of 
ihefe nations, may be eftabliflied iipoi^lafting foundations. 

Given under our hand and fcal, at our court in the 
Hague, the tenth day of Oftober, in the year 1688. 

Wm. H. Prince of Orange. 

By his Hi^bnejs's Jpecial command^ 0 , Hugins, 


His Highnefs's additional Declaration* 

A FTER we had prepared and printed this our declaration, we 
have underftood that the fiibvcrtcrs of the religion and laws 
of thofe kingdoms, hearing of our preparation to aftift the peo- 
ple againft them, have begun to retraft fome of the arbitrary 
and defpoiic powers that they had affumed ; and to vacate fome 
of their unjuft judgments and decrees. The fenfe of their 

S ilt, and thediftruft of their force, have induced them to of- 
r to the city of London fome feeming relief f^»i^^’thcir great 
oppreftions ; hoping thereby to quiet the 
them from demanding a fccure rc-ettablilhment of their relig'on 
and laws under the ftielter of otir arms. They do alfo give 
out, that we intend to conquer and enflave the nation ; and 
therefore it is that we have thought fit to gdd a few words to our 
^declaration. 

Wc are confident, that no perfons can have fuch hard thoughts 
VS; as to imagine that we have any, other defign in this under- 
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fraking9 *thah to procure a fettlement ©f the religioiii and of thft 
liberties and properties of the fubjedls, upon fo lure a founda-t 
tion, that there may be no danger of the nation's relapfing into 
the like miferies at any time hereafter. And as the forces that 
we have brought along with ns are utterly difproportioned to 
that wicked delign of conquering the nation, if wc were capa- 
ble of intending it ; fo the great numbers of the principal no- 
bility and gentry, that are men of eminent quality and eftates^ 
and perfons of known integrity and zeal, both for the religion 
and government of England, (many of them being alfo diftin- 
guilhed by their conlfant fidelity to the crown) who do both ac- 
company us in this expedition, and have earnelHy folicited us to 
it, will cover us from all fuch malicious insinuations : for it is 
not to be imagined, that eilhelr thofe who have invited us, ot 
thofe that are already come to ailill us, can join in a wicked at^ 
tempt of conqiieft, to make void their own lawful titles to their 
honours, eftates, and interefts. We are alfo cpnfident, that 
all men fee how little weight there is to be laid on all promifes 
and engagements that can befnow made, filice there has been fo 
little regard had, in time paft, to the moft folemn promifes. 
And as that impel fc£l: mirefs that is now offered is a plain con- 
felfion of thofe violations of the government that we have fet 
forth, fo the defecHvenefs is no Icfs apparent; for they lay 
down nothing which they may not take up at plcafure : and the/ 
referve entire, and not fo much as meriiioncd, their claims and 
pretences to an aibitrary and dcfpotic power, which has been 
the root of ail their oppreffion, and of the total fiibveilian of 
the government. And it is plain, that there can be no red refs 
nor remedy offered, but in Pailiament, \)y a declaration of the 
rights of the fubjecls that have been invaded, and not by any 
prcteniled a£ls of grace, to which the extremity of their affairs 
has driven them. Therefore it is that we have thought fit to de- 
clare, that w'C will refer all to a free alfcmbly of the nation, in a 
lawful Parliament. • 

Given under our hand and fcal, at our court in the 
Hague, the twenty-fourth day of Oftober, in the 
year of our Lord, 1688. 

r’ : Wm. Henry Prince, of Orange. 

By his HighneJ^s J pedal comniandy C. Hugins. 


Order by his Highnefs the Prince of Orange^ Dec* 2^, 1688. 

■^n^HEREAS the neceflity of affairs do require fpeedy ad- 
» vice, we do defire all fuch perfons as have ferved as 
knights^ citizens, and burgeffes, in any of the Parliaments 
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that wer^ held during the reign of the late King Charles the 
Second, to iticet us at St. jatnes s, upon Wednefday the fix 
and twentieth of this inftant December, by ten of the clock in 
the nmorning. And we do likewife defirc that the lord mayor 
ancf court of aldermen of the city of London would be prefent 
at the fame time, and that the common council w'ould appoint 
fifty of ihejr number to be there likewife. And hereof we dc- 
fire thein not to fail* 

Given at St. James’s, the three and tw^entieth day of 
December, 1688. 

Wm. Henry, Prince of Orange. 

By his H'tghnefi $ fpccial command^ C. Hugins* 


According to w’hlch order many of the perfons above mentioned 
met at St. Jamts’s at the time affixed, and then hisHighnefs 
fpokc to them in thefe words : 

Y OU, Gentlemen, that have bc^n members of the late Par- 
•** liaments, I have defircJ you lo meet me here, to advife 
the bcfl manner how to ptirfue the ends of my declaration, in 
calling a free Parliament for the prcffVvalion of the proteftant 
religion, and reftoring the rights and liberties of the kingdom, 
and fettling the fame, that they may not be in danger of being 
again fubverted. And you, the aldermen, and members of 
the corhmon council of the city of London, I defire the fame 
of you. And, in regard your numbers are like to be great, 
you may, if you think fit, divide yourfclvcs, and fit in fevcral 
places. 

Addrejs to his Highnefsy December 26, 1688. 

Tl^E whobavc ferved as members of the Parliaments during 
^ ^ the reign of the late King Charles the Second, together 
with the court of aldermen, and members of the •common 
council pf the city of London, aflembled at your Highnefs’s 
defire in this extraordinary conjedlure, do, with an unani* 
mous confent, tender to your Highnefs our^mofi^jjtwmblc and 
hearty thanks for your coming into this 
your perlbn tofo great hazards, for the prefervation of our reli- 
gion, laws, and liberties, and refeuing us from the miferies of 
popery and flavery : 

And do defire your Highnefs, that, in purfuance of thofe 
ends, and for the prefervation of the peace of the nation, your 
Highnefs will take upon you the adminiftration of public af-^ 
fairs, both civil and militsiry, and the difpofal of the public 
revenue. 

, . I We 
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We flo alfo ilelire, ijiat your Highnefs will take into your 
toarticular care the prefeiit condiiion of Ireland ; and endeavour, 
by the moft fpeedy and effc£lual means, to prevent the dangers 
threatening that kingdom. 

AM which we jdcMre your Highnefs to undertake, and execute, 
until the meeting of the intended Convention, the two and' 
twentjeth of January next. 

We do Ukewife defire your Highnefs to caufe letters to bo 
written, and fubfciibed by your Highnefs, to the Lords fpU 
ritual and temporal, being proteltants, and to the fever a I coun- 
ties, iiniv^trfities, cities, bor<^nghi>. and cinque ports, of Eng- 
land, Wales, and to the town td P.crvv4ck upon Tweed ; the 
letters for the counties to be direS'/d to the coroners iheirre- 
fpeftive counties, or any one of them, and, in defauit ot co- 
roners, to the clerk of peace of the refpedive counties; 
and the letters for the univerhties to be directed to the refpcc- 
tive vice-chancellors; and the oil* f-. • bo- 
roughs, and cinque ports, to be diriC.,. J r. i ui.igilhate 

•f each refpe£li VC city , borfugh, nv.o x;inquc peri ; containing 
directions for the cliuling, in all luch counties, cities, unlver- 
fities, boroughs, and cijjque ports, Vi thin ten days after the 
receipt of the faid refpedlive letters, fuch a number of perfons 
to reprefent them, as are of right to be fent to Parliament. 

That for fuch eleflions, and the times and ;.i iccs thereof, 
the rcfpc6live officer (hall give notice in manner following ; 
that is to fay, as to the eledlions for the counties, notice to be 
publilhed in all market-tow ns in the fefpedivc couiiiics, by 
the fpace of five days, at leaft, before fuch cledlion ; and notice 
of theeledlions for the cities, univerfities, boroughs, and cinque 
pons, to be publiflied in the refpeftive places by the fpace of 
three days before at ihc leaft. 

That the faid letters, and the execution thereof, be returned 
by fuch officer and officers who lhall execute the fame, to 
the clerk of the crown in the court of chancery, fo as the perfons, 
fo to be chofen, may meet and fit at Weftminfter on the two 
and twentieth day of January next. 

This we humbly offer your Highnefs as our beft advice, in 
this e_xigendV’/^J'?*ffairs, for attaining the ends of your High- 
nef^s declaration, and as the beft means tending to fuch an ef- 
tablifhment, as that our religion, laws, and liberties, may not 
be in danger of being again lubverted. 
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His Hlgknefs^s Anfwer^ December 28, 1688. 

Gentlemen, 

7 HAVE con fidcred of your advice; and, as far as I am able, 
**■ I will endeavour to fecure the peace of the nation, until the 
meeting ot the Convention in January next, for the cleflion 
whereof, I will fort^'with ifliie out letters according to your 
delire. I will aifo take caiie to apply the public revenue to the 
mort proper ufes that the prefent aft’iirs require: and likewife 
endenvonr to put Ireland into fueh a condition, as that the 
protrftant religion, and the EngUfli intcrelt, may be main- 
tained ill that kingdom : and 1 further alfure you, that as I 
came hither for the prefervatiop of the protellant religion, 
and the laws and liberties of thefe kingdoms ; fo I (hail al- 
ways be ready to expofe myfelf to any hazard for defence of 
the fame. 


\ 

Letter to the Houfe of Commons from his Highnefs the Prince of 
OtangCy Jnnuaryy 22,^1689. 

Gentlemen, 

T HAVE endeavoured, to the utmoft of my power, to perform 
what was defired from me, in order to the public peace and 
fafety and I do not know, that any thing hath been omitted, 
which might tend to the prefervation of them, fince the admi- 
niftration of affairs was put into my hands : it now lieth upon 
you to lay the foundations of a firm fecurity for your religion, 
your laws, and your liberties. 

I do not doubt, but that, by fuch a full and free reprefenta- 
tive of the nation as is now met, the ends of my xleclaration 
will be attained : and fince it hath nlcafcd God hitherto to blcfs 
my good intentions with fo great iuccefs, I truft in him, that 
he will complete his own work, by fending a fpirit of peace 
and union to influence your councils, that no interruption may 
be given to a happy and lading fcttlcmcnt. 

The dapgerous condition of the proteftant^tgp^fr in Ire- 
land requiring a large and fpeedy fuccour, a at e 
of things abroad, oblige me to tell you, that, next to the dan- 
ger of unfeafonable ditifions amongft yourfelvcs, nothing can 
be fo fatal as too gn-at delay in your confultations. 

The States, by whom I have been enabled to refeue this na- 
tion, may fuddenly feel the ill effefts of it, both by being too 
long deprived of the fervice of their troops, which are now 
here^ and of your early afliltance againft a powerful enemy, 

who 
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hftith declared war againft them : and as England is, by 
treaty, already engaged to help them, upon any i'uch exigent 
cies, fo I am confident, that their cheerful concurrence to pre- 
ferve this kingdom, with fo much hazard to themfelves, will 
meet with all the returns of friendfhip and afliltance, which 
may be expcdlcd from you as protcllants and Eiiglilhmen, 
whenever their condition fliall require it. 

Given at St. James’s, this two and twentieth day of 
January, 1689. 


Addrcjls hy the Houfes of Commons to his Highnefs the Prince of 
Orange j fanuary 22, 1689. 

T^E the Commons, now afTembled at Weftminftcr, do, 
with all thankfulnefs, acknqyrlcdge the great deliverance 
this nation has received by the feitlonable afliflance which ft has 
plcafcd Almighty God to put into your Highnefs’s heart, ta 
bring unto us againft that ^wer which had introduced popery 
and flavery ; and for the cjre your Highnefs has been pleaf-'d 
to take in the adminiftration of public affairs, in purfiiance of 
the advice of divers Coj^moners of lingland, lately alTcmbled, 
at your Highnefs’s defirc, in this .extraordinary conjunflure. 

In purfuance of the fame advice, we arc now met, and do 
fit, at Weftminftcr, this twenty fccond day of January, being 
chofen upon your Highnefs’s letters, dircdlcd to the feveral 
counties, cities, unlverfities, boroughs, and cinque ports, who 
have right to fend members to Parliament, according to fuch 
right ; and obferving, that the defirc and advice of that late 
affembly to your Highnefs, to take upon you the adininiftra- 
tion of public affairs, extended no further in time than this 
prefent twenty-fecoiid day of January ; but, having in our 
eyes the fame dciirublc ends for which that advice was givQii, 
the prefervatioii of our religion, laws, and liberties, and tho 
peace of the nation, do make it our unanimous requeft to your 
Highnefs, that you will continue the fame adminiftration in all 
particulars, in the aforefaid advice expreffed, until further ap-» 
plication, in reference thereto, ihall be made to your Highnefs 
^bj^us the Ci.*T .vfnns now aftembled at Weftminfter as aforefaid. 


Addrefs by the Lords to his Highnefs the Prince of Orange, 

' Januaty 22 f 1689. 

the Lords fpiritual and temporal, aflembled at Weft^ 
minfter, being highly fenfible of the great deliverance of 
this kingdom from popery and arbitrary power ; and that our 

prefer* 
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pfefemtfon is (next under God) owing to your Jlighnefs, do 
TCturn our nioJt humble thanks and acknowledgment to your 
Higlmeii*, as the glorious inftrument of fo great a bleffing 
to us. 

We do further acknowledge the great care your Highnefs has 
been plcafed to take in the adminiflration of the public affairs 
of the kingaoui to this time ; and we do inoft humbly ddire 
your highnefs,, that you vill take upon you the adminittration 
of public aifdirs, both civil and military, and the difpofal of 
the public revenue, for the prefervation of our religion, rights, 
laws, liberties, and properties, and of the peace of the na- 
tion; and that your Highnefs will take into your particular care 
the prefent cimdiiion of lr(..]aiid, and endeavour, by the moft 
fpeedy and effcdlual me ins, to prevent the dangers tlircatening 
that kingdom : all which make our requclt to your High- 
nefs t^ undertake and cxercifeVt^till further application fliall be 
made by us ; which lhall be e/pedited with all convenient 
fpeed ; and lhall iile our utmofl; enb'^avours to give difpatch to 
the matters recommended to us by yoWr Highnefs’s letter. 


. His Highmps Anfwer^ January 23, 1689. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM glad that what I have done hath pleafed you ; and, 
fince you defire me to continue the adminiftration of affairs, 
I am willing to accept it. I muft recommend to you the con- 
fideration of affairs abroad, which maketh it fit for you to ex- 
pedite your bufinefs, not only for making a fettleraent at home 
upon a good foundation, but for the fafety of all Europe. 


Addnfs to his Highnefs the Prince of Orange hy the Houfe cf 
Commons, Jan, 29, 1689. 

the knights, citizens, and burgeffes, aflcmbled at Weft- 
itlinfter, do humbly reprefent to your Highnefs the great 
dangers and inconveniences that may happen to.^i^«inftion, in ^ 
this conjuiidlure, by the great number of fhip*^g^W^his ItSf- * 
tion that at this fcafon are going for France ; and therefore do 
make it our humble defire to your Highnefs, to take fome ef- 
fedlual courfe, that an immediate flop be put to the going of 
any (hips or veflels to France ; that fo the feamen may be kept 
at home for the fervice of the nation. 


% 


Precia- 
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Proclamation by both Houfcs of Parliament y Feb. 12, 1689. 

^^^^HEREAS it hath ploafed Almighty God, in his great 
mercy to this kingdom, to vouchfafe us a miraculous de- 
liverance from popery and arbitrary power : and that our pre- 
fervation is due, next under God, to the refolution and conduct 
of Kis Hi^hiicfs the Prince of Orange, whom God hath chofert 
to be the glorious inftnunent of fuch an incdimable huppinefs 
to us and our polterily : and^ being highly fcnfible, and fully 
perfuaded, of the great and eminent virtue of her Highmefsthc 
Princefs of Orange, whofe zeal for the proteftant religion 
will, no doubt, bring a bleffing along with her upon this na- 
tion : and wlvcrcas the Lords and Commons, now affembled 
at Wcllminfler, have made a de ciaration, an d pTUfoHled the 
fame to the faid Prince and Prjcsrccfs of Orange, and therein 
deliredthem to accept the croym : who have accepted thafamc 
accordingly : we, t!iercfor(^ the Lords fpi ritual and temjwral, 
and Commons, togethcrAlth the lord mayor and citizenKef 
London, and others of Commons of this realm, do, with 
a full confent, puldilb and proclayn, according to the faid de- 
claration, William anfl Mary, Prince and Priiiccfs of Orange, 
to be King and Q^ieen of England, ^France, and Ireland, with 
all the dominions and territories thereunto belonging ; who are, 
accordingly, fo to be owned, deemed, accepted, and taken, 
by all the people of the aforefaid realms and dominions ; who 
are, from henceforward, bound to acknowledge and pay unto 
them all faith and true allegiance ; befceching God, by w'houi 
kings reign, to blefs King William and Queen Mary with long 
and happy years to reign over us- 

God fave King William and Qii^en Mary» 


Declaration by both Houfes by Parliamenty Feb. 12, 2 689. 

T^HEREAS the late King James the Second, by the affif- 
tftnee of divers evil counfellofs, judges, and minifters, 
employed by him, did endeavour to fubvert and extirpate the 
'proteftant religion, and the laws and liberties of this kingdom ; 

By aflTuming and exercifing a power of difpenling with and 
fufpendingof laws, and the execution of laws without confent 
of Parliament ; 

By committing and profccuti’ng divers worthy prelates, for 
humbly petitioning to be excufed from concurring to the fame 
alTumed power \ 
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Bjr ifTning ar*d caufing to be executed a commiflion, tindef 
the great feal, for erecting a court, called, The Court of Coift- 
miffioners for Ecclefiaftical Caufes ; 

By levying money for and to the^ufe of the crown, by pre- 
tence of prerogative, for otner time, and in other manner, than 
the fame was granted by Parliament \ 

By raifing and keeping a (landing army within this kingdom 
in time of peace without confent of Parliament ; and quar- 
tering foldiers contrary to law ; 

* B) caufingTeveral good fubjefts, being proteftants, to be dif- 
armed, at the fame lime when papifts were botli armed and em- 
ployed contrary to law ; 

By violating the freedom of election of members to ferve in 
Parliamen t j 

By ff:^ecutioTia f tl i fo Q tji m of King’s Bench, for matters 
and capfes cognizable only ii^Serliament : and by divers other 
arbitrary, and illegal courfes; 

AiJl whereas, of late years, partiSL corrupt, and unqualified 
peiyJrrs have been returned, and ferVed on juries in trials ; 
anff, particularly, divers jurors, in trials for high treafon, which 
•were not freeholders ; ^ 

And excelfivc bail hath been required of perfons committed 
in criminal cafes, to elude the benefit of the laws made for the 
liberty of the fubjeds ; 

And exceflive fines have been impofed ; 

And illegal and cruel punifliments inflifted ; 

And fcveral grants and promifes made of fines and forfei- 
tures, before any conviftion or judgment againft the perfons 
upon whom the fame were to be levied ; 

All which are utterly and diredly contrary to the known 
, laws and ftatntes, and freedom of this realm : 

And whereas the faid late King James the Second having 
abdicated the government j and the throne being thereby va- 
cant ; 

^ His Highnefs the Prince of Orange, whom it hath pleafed 
Almighty God to make the glorious inftrument of delivering 
this kingdom from poper^ and arbitrary power, did, by the 
advice of the Lords fpiritual and temporal, and divers principal 
* perfons of the Commons, caufe - letters to be w ritten to thV 
^ Lords fpiritual and temporal, being proteftants ; and other 
^letters, to the fcveral counties, cities, univerfities, boroughs, 
and cinque ports,* for the chufing of fuch perfons to reprefent 
them as were of right to be fent to Parliament, to meet and 
fit at Weftminfter upon the 22d day of January, in this year 
1688, ih order to fuch an edabliihmcnt, as that their religion, 

. r laws. 
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laws, ‘and liberlies, might not again be in danger of being 
fubverted : 

Upon which letters, eledlions having been accordingly made; 

And thereupon, the faicj. Lords fpiriiual and temporal, and 
Coinnons, piirfuant to their refpeeVive letters and eleSions, 
being now alfembled in a full and free reprefentative of thfa 
nati '!,. tilling into their nibft ferious coniiderution the bed 
me?/ b ' .'^"laining the ends aforefaUi, do, in the firft placcy 
(a? .‘nccilnrs, in like cafe, have ufually done) for the 
vindicaliOii arid aiicrling their ancient rights and liberties, de- 
clare i 

'i hai the pretended power of fufpending of laws by regal 
aiii'u.riiy, witiiont confent of Parliament,’ is illegal: 

'{ hat r{ic pretendccl power of difperlfing wit h law s, or the 
cx -cLitiL/n of laws, by regal ai 1 1 hc^i heefi^affumed 
ar.il civiTcifcd late, is illegal I 

/That the conimidion for er;f^ing the late court of crlntnir. 
fionerr for r :c;(di?!lical cai^Jes, and all other commiflioiis and 
CO J! IS o' :ike nature, are,^iilegal and pernicious: \ 

^ T!.a" h y”' 'g money fot or to the ufc of the crown, by pra^ 
teneV Cl y crogalive, without grarjt of Parliament, for longer 
ti: V. 01 in other manftcr, than the fame is or lhall be granted^ 
is ill*^gnl : 

1 lu;t it is the l ight cf the fubjcflis to petition the King ; and 
r.ll commitments and profecutions for fuch petitioning are U- 
legal ; 

That the raifing or keeping a ftanding army within die 
kingdom in lime of peace, unlefsit be with confent of Parlia* 
ment, is againft law : 

That the fiibjeds which are proteftants may have arms for 
their defence, fuitable to their conditions, as allowed by law; 

That ehfflion of members of Parliament ought to he frees 

''rtui the freedom and debates or proceedings in Parliament 
ought not to be impeached or queftioned in any court or place 
out of Parliament ; ' 

That excefl've bail ought not to be required ; norexceflii/e 
fnes impofed ; nor cruel and unufual punilhnients inflifled: 

That jurors ought to be impanelled and returned ; and jn- 
wliich pufs upon mcii in trials for high treafon, ought to 
be frceh'ddcis : 

Thai all grants and promifes of fines and forfeitures of par-r 
ticular per funs, before conviflion, arc illegal and void : 

And that, for redrefs of all grievances, ^nd for the amend'* 
ing, (Ircngthening, and preferving of the laws, Parliaments 
puglit to be held frequently^ 

And 
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And they do claim, demand, and infift upon, all and»fingu- 
Jar the preniifes, as their undoubted rights and liberties ; and 
that no declarations, judgments, doings, or proceedings, to the 
prejudice of the people, in any of the faid premlfcs, ought, 
in any wife, to be drawn hereafter into jconfequencc, or exam- 
ple : 

To which demand of their rights they are particularly en- 
couraged by the declaration of his Highiiefs the Prince of 
Orange ; as being the only means for obtaining a full reclrefs 
ami remedy therein. 

Having therefore an entire confidence, that liis fidd High- 
nefs the Prince of Orange will pcrfccl tlic deliverance fo far 
advanced by him ; and will ftill preferve tliem from the viola- 
tion of t heir r ights, wluch they have here allcrtcd ; and trom 
all religion, rights, and liberties; 

Tie faiil l.iOrds fpirilual tcmrorul, and Cominons, af- 
rcmblcd at VVcflminilcr, do rci^c, 

jnat William and Mary, PiThtc and Pilncefs of Orange, 
and be declared, King and Q^«cen of Ku^datid, France, 
aid Ireland, and the dominions thefeunto belong’ ng ; to hold 
•the crown and royal clignciy of the faid kingdoms and domi- 
nions to them the faid Prince and Prindefs, during their lives, 
and the life of the fiirvivor of them : and that the foie and full 
cxcrcife of the regal power be only in, and executed by, the 
faid Prince of Orange, in the names ol tlic faid Prince and 
Princefs, during their joint lives; and, after their deceafes, 
the faid crown and royal dignity of the faid kingdoms and do- 
miiiions to be to the heirs of the body of the (aid Princefs : 
and, for default of fuch ifl'ue, to tlic Piinccfs Ann f)f Denmark, 
aud the; heirs of her body: and, for default of fuch ilfuc, to 
the heirs of the body of the faid Prince of Orange. 

And the faid Lords fpi ritual and temporal, and Commons, 
.iJo pray the faid Prince and Princefs of Orange to accept the 
.fame accordingly. 

And that the oaths, hereafter mentioned, be taken by all 
perfans of whom the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy might 
be required by law, inftead of theni ; and that the faid oaths 
-of allegiance and fupremacy be abrogated. 

T JB, do (incerely promife and fwear, that I will be faith- 
ful, and bear true allegiance, to their Majefiies King 
William and Queen Mary. So help me God. 

T A* B* xio fwear, that I do from my heart abhor, deteft, and 
abjure, as impious and heretical, this damnable doftrine 
^axidpofition, that princes excommunicated or deprived by the 

3 
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Pope, ,or any autliority of the fee of Rome, may be depofed 
jor murdered by their lubjedts, or ajty other whatf )ever. And 
I do declare, that no foreign prince, perfon, prelate, ftaie, 
or potentate, hath, or ought to have, any jurifdiaion, power^ 
fuperiority, pre-eminence, or authority, ecclefiallical or fpi- 
ritual, within this realm. So help me God. 


fils MajeJlys mojl gracious Speech^ on receiving 'the Declaration^ 
Feb. JJ, 1689. 

'T^HIS is certainly the greateft proof of the truft you have in 
us that can be given ; which is the thing that maketh us 
value It the more, and we thankfully accept what you have of- 
fered to us. 

And, as I had no other intenti;^n in coming hither, tfiin to 
preferve your religi-n, laivs, a". a liberties, fo you may be 
that I fliairendcavour to fupr jri them : and (hall be willmg to 
concur in any thing that Oall be for the good of the Inj^- 
doin : and to do all that iiin my power to advance the welfare 
and glory of the nation. 


His Afaje/ly*s mofi gracious Speech^ Feb» 18, 1689. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE lately told you how fenfible I am of your kindnel?, 
and how' much I value the confidence you have, repofed 
rn me. 

And I am come hither toalTure you, that I (hall never do 
any thing that may jultly lelfen your good opinion of me. 

1 think it necclfary to acquaint you, tha^ the condirion of 
our allies abroad, and particularly that of Holland, is fuch, 
that, iinlefs fome fpeedy care be taken of them, ^hey will run 
a greater hazard than you would have them expofed o. 

You yourfelves muil be fenfible, that the polliire of affairs 
here require your ferious Con fi derat ion ; and that a go: d fet- 
llcment at home is neccITary, not only for our own perice, but 
the fupportof the protefiant intcreft both here ai.. I abroad : 
And particularly, the (late of Ireland is fiich, that iliedan-' 
gers arc grown coo great to be obviated by anv (low methods. 

I mu(l leave it to you to coiilider of the molt effectual ways 
jof preventing the inconveniencics which may arife by delavs ; 
and to judge what forms may be moft proper to bring thofo 
things to pafs, for the good pf the nation, which I confi- 
dent 
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dent are in all your minds ; and which I, on my part, fliall 
be always ready to promote. 


His MajeJly Meffage to the Houfe of Commons^ March l, i68g# 
William Rex. 

TJJlS Majefty having been informed, that the revenue of the 
hearth-money is very grievous to the people, is therefore 
willing to agree, either to a regulation of it, or to the taking 
of it wholly away, as this Houle lhall think mod convenient : 
and as, in this, his Majefty doth confider the cafe of the fub- 
jc6l, fo he doth not doubt but you will be careful of the flip- 
4)ort of the or owm 


hddrefs to his Majefty by boH^Ioufcsy March r, 1789. 
your Majefty ’s inoft dutn^l and loyal fubjedls, the 
^ knights, citizens, and biirgeffes, in Parliament aftem* 
bled, have taken into oiir4Tioft ferious confideration your Ma- 
jefty’s gracious meflage, wherein your Majefty is plcaftd to ex- 
prefs your great goodnefs and fenfc of your people's condition, 
by your tender confidcration, that the revenue of the hearth- 
money is very grievous to them ; and are pleafed to agree, 
either to the regulation of it, or to the taking it wholly away. 
And as your Majefty is pleafed in this, to confider the cafe of 
your people, we acknowledge ourfclvcs obliged to declare, 
that your Majefty has filled our hearts with an entire fiitlsfaflion 
and gratitude, by this your moft gracious and unprecedented 
offer : and we humbly crave leave to prefent this afturance to 
your Majefty, that we will make fuch grateful and affedlionate 
returns, and be fo careful of the fupport of the crow n, that 
the world may fee, to the difeouraging of your enemies, and 
fatisfadlion of all good men, that your Majefty reigns in the 
'hearts of your people : which God grant long to continue. 


His Majefty s Anfwer^ March 6, 1689. 

T AM *glad that I have done what is fo acceptable to you ; 

I lhall always be ready to do any thing that may be for 
the eafe of the fubjedl, as well as for the fafety and glory of 
%c kingdom. 


His 



JJ'is Majejiy 5 moji gracious Speech^ March 8, 1689* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TF any thing could add to the eftecm and afFedlion I have for 
Parliaments, and particularly for this, they would be 
much incrcafed by the kindnefs you (hew to me, and the zeal 
you exprefs for the public good, in the addrefs you have made, 
which, in the manner, as well as the matter, hath every thing 
in it that ought to recommend it to me. 

I will alfure you, that I will never abufe the confidence you 
fhall put in me ; being fully perfuaded, that there is no fure 
foundation of a good agreement between a King and his people, 
but by a mutual truft. When that is once broken, a government 
is half dilfolved. It fliall therefore liij care nevor to 

give any Parliament caufe to di(l-.lfft me : and the beft method 
1 can life for that purpofc, is, levcr to expeft any thing from 
them, but that which fliall b'^ their own intereft to grant. 

I came hi i her for the good of the kingdom ; and, fince it iu 
at your defire that I am in this ftation, I fliall ftill purfue the 
fame ends that brought me. • 

God hath been plcafctl to make me inftrumental to redeem 
you from the ills you feared ; and it is ftill my deflre, as well 
as my duty, to endeavour to preferve your religion, laws, and 
liberties; which wxre the only inducements that brought me 
to England : and to ihofe I aferibe the bleflTings that have at- 
tended this undertaking. 

When I rpoke laft to you, I told you of the ncccflity of af- 
fifting our allies, and more efpccially the States of Holland, 
whofe rcadinefs to relieve you (at their fo great hazard and ex- 
penfe) from the extremities you lay under, needs no other argu- 
menls to move you to the confidcrauon of it. 

As I was then a w itnefs of their zeal and afFcflion to promote 
the expetliiion, and to fecond my endeavours, even with a neg- 
led of their own fafety, fo ^ m now feiiiible of the inevitable 
ruin they have drawn up<.n tlJcmfclvcs by giving you this af* 
fiftance, if you (htuild not re' urn i: to tiiem. 

They have really exhaufted iheinfelves to fuch a degree, both 
men and money, it is net ealily to be imagined : and 
1 am confident your gencrofity will have as little bounds towards 
them, as their’s had towards you ; and that you will not only 
enable me to make good the treaty with them, and repay what 
they have adually laid out upon this occafion, of which an ac- 
count (hall be given to you, but that you. -will further fupport 
them, to the utmoft of your ability, againft the power of their 
enemies ; who mull be your’s tgo, by their intereft, and by 
VoL. L ' U their 
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their religion ; and do certainly defign the ruin of Hofland to 
be a ftep to yo!ir deftni£tion. 

I need not take pains to tcU you the deplorable condition of 
Ireland, which, by the zeal and violence of the Popifh party 
there, and by the allillance and encouragements they have from 
France, is brought to that pafs, that it is not advifeablc to at- 
tempt the reducing of it otherwife than by a very confuicrablc 
force, w hich, I think, ought not to be lefs than twenty thouland 
horfe and foot : Avhich, by the bitfilng ot Gnd, will make the 
work Ihorter, and, in coiifequciicc, the charge eaiicr, though 
the lirft expenfe mnd be of ricccllity very great. 

You are to v wii ider, that, towards the more fpeedy and et- 
fe^lual fuccefs in relativui to Ireland, as well as with regard U> 
FrauCv. . o u il be /uch a tlcet, as may, in conjuiKSlion 
with the States, make u^vfo entirely mallLis ot the lea, that 
Jiotliing can be fent from FrarVee, either to Ireland or any wheic 
tlfe, that may give diftinbanceWo us or our allies, 

I miifl alio recoinmend the confidcrarion of the revenue to 
you, that it may be fo fctlkJ, as that it may be colledcd with- 
out dlfpute. , 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Thefe tilings wiil amotnu to a grtat fum, and muft, of con. 
fcqiicnce, be a prefent rvciglit upon the people : but conflder- 
ing that neither your religion, nor your fatety, can probably 
be fecured without tliefe means, I conclude you will think rio. 
thing can be too great a price for their picfervalion ; and I 
will engage my folcmn word tu you, that wdiatcver you IhuU 
give, in Older to tlu le public ends, lliall be Ihiclly applied ii» 
them ; and that as you fo ficeiy oln;r to Irazard all tltat is dcai 
to you, fo I lliall as freely expofe my life for the fupport of 
the protellaiil religion, and the ialely and honour ol the na- 
tion. 

Mdrefs by the Lord Jlluvor and Aldermen of the City of London^ 
p ejf Cit'd Aijii eh 1 3, 1 689. 

To the Honourable Knights, Citizens, and Lurgefles, ia 
Parliament aifeirkbled \ ‘ ' 

T)^E the lord mayor, aldermen, and commons, of the city 
" of London, in common council allcmbled, prefume to 
siddrcfs ourfeives to this honourable Hoiifc, with our moft 
humble thanks for your excellent conduct of affairs in this time 
pf our great exigency and extremity, when our lives, our reli- 
j^n, and our cftaies, were fo eminently threatened ; and efpe- 
for your addrefs to his Majelty, the fifth inftant, de- 
‘I daring 
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claiing your rerolution to affift and (land by hIs'Majefly lA 
fijpporting his allies abroad, in reducing Ireland, and in 
defence of the proteftant religion, and laws of this kingdom. 
Dated at Guildhall, the eighth day of March, 1689. 

By order of the common council, 

Wagstaffe. 


After wlilch the Sheriffs were introduced to the bar, and re- 
ceived tlic following thanks of the Houfe. 

Gentlemen, 

^T^HE Houfe hath confidcred of the addrefs you have prefented 
from the city of London, and have commanded me to 
return you this anfwer : 

That they have taken notice of the moft eminent courage and 
conftancy the city hath fhewed in tliis late revolution, and the 
fcrviccs they have done lo the whole kingdom on lliis occafion, 
and particularly the advancing fo confidcrable fums of money, 
as was lent by you to his Majelly, upon his firft coming hither, 
at a time when tlie condition of the affairs of this kingdom did 
fo much require it. • 

I am further commanded to tell you, that this Houfe doth 
accept of your addrefs with great kindnefs, and do give you 
thcirdicarty thanks for the fame ; with this further affurance, 
that your care for the public lhail never fail of receiving from 
them the like returns. 


Addreji ffl hi% MajcJly^ by both flouJcSy Atarch 15, 1689. 

your MajeUy’s moll dutiful and loyal fnbjefls, the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons, in Parlia- 
ment affembled, having received information, that divers 
officers and foldiers are in a 61 ual rebellion, and levying war 
within this kingdom, againfl your Majcfly ; and that divers 
Ollier foMiiTS, and traiteroufly affccEled perfons, both within 
tliis kingdom and clfcwhcrc, arc corrcfponding.with, and ad- 
iicring to, thole rebels and traitors ^ do therefore moft humbly 
befccch your Majefty, to take fiich eftc£lual courfe, as lo yout 
Majefty's wifdom /hall feem meet, for the fpeedy fupprellioa 
and bringing to juftice the pcifons guilty thereof, with their 
adhjerenfs. And that, in the mean time, your Majefty wdll 
be picafed to iffuc forth your royal proclamation, declaring 
thole pcrftuis, and their adherents, to be rebels and traitors $ 
azid A'quijing all your good fubjt^lU lo apprehend and profe- 

U 2 cut© 
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f ufc them fnch : that none may pretend ignorance t)f ihcJr 
duty by law in this cafe. The effeft of fuch warning, we 
doui't not, will be a juft terror to your enemies, and an en- 
couragement to your Majefty’s loyal and faithful fubjcfls. 

And we do humbly allure your Majelty, that, in further 
profeciition of that end, we thail be, at all times, ready to give 
your Majefty our humble advice and afliftance, when your Ma- 
jefty lhall be plcafed to require it. 


jP/ii MojcJly s moji gracious Spiech, March l6, 1689. 

My Lords and Gentleincn, 

I have the orcafion of coming hither to pafs this bill, 
which I hope will be for all our fafeties, I lhall put you 
ii) mind of ortp thing, which will conduce much to our fctile- 
ment, as a fettlcment will, to the difappointment of our 
enemies. 

I am, wdth all the expedition I can, filling up the vacancies 
that are in offices and places of truA by this late revolution. 

. I know you are fenlibla there is a necellity of fome law, to 
fettle the oaths to be taken by all pAfons to be admitted to 
fuch places. 

I recommend it to your care, to make a fpeedy provifion foe 
it ; and, as I doubt not but you will fufficiently provide afainft 
papifts ; fo I hope you will leave room for the adniilfion of all 
proteftants, that are willing and able to ferve. 

This conjunftion in my fervice will tend to the better uniting 
you among youiTclvcs, and the llrengthcning you againft yoiu 
common advetfaries. 


MtJJage from his Mujf'fiy to the Houfe of Commons^ 
March 25, 1689. 

WiLLii^M Rex. 

TLTIS Majefty, out of an carneft defirc to deliver his people 
from the guilt, reproach, and penalties, which many of 
-them -may be liable to; ami to put an end to all controvcrfies 
arifing between his fubjccls, by rcafon of any diforders in the 
late times ; and to take away all diftindlions and occafions of 
difeord among them, to the tnd that, they having an entire 
confidence in his Majefty, and perfed union amongft them- 
felves, may be encouraged in their duty to his government, and 
more fully and fecurely enjoy the benefit of it : and his Majefty 
judging that the beft way to render this his gracious purpofe 
moil cxtcnfivc and cffedualj is to pafs an ad of free and gene- 
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lal pardon, indemnity, and oblivion : his Majcfty doth earncflly 
recommend the conlideration thereof to both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, that with all the expedition a matter of that kind will 
admit, they may prepare a bill for that purpofe, for the royal 
aflent ; with fuch exceptions only as to them lhall feem necef- 
fary, for the vindication of public jiiftice, the fafety of their 
Majefties, and the fetllemeat and welfare of the nation for the 
future*. 


Addrefs of Thanks by the Houfe of Commons^ ManbiSi^ 1689* 

May it pleafe your mofl excellent Majefty, 

TTITE your Majefty’s mofl: loyal and dutiful fubjefls, the 
Commons of England, nour aflcmbled in Parliament, 
being filled with joy and gratitude, by your mofl gracious 
meilage recommending to us the conlideration of an aft of free 
and general pardon, indemnity, and oblivion, humbly aflitre 
your Majcfly, wc now d:reftly fee, what we always believed, 
that jiiflice and mercy are Ip be equally and indifferently exten- 
ded and diftributcU to all your people in the adminiilration of 
your governii. jnt. Thi^ doth confirm our entire confidence in 
your facred Majcfty, and cat not but make us bcLcvc, and 
heartily hope, it will -cc.iduce much to a perfeft uiiion among 
your fubjefts. If any thing happen amifs, it mull proceed 
from ourfeKc’;, and not from your Majefty ; lince you are 
pleafed ‘o fet no other bounds to your grace and cl .mency, ban 
fuch as to your Parliament fliall r-ein nccelfary. Ir is our 
<kity, and lliall ever be our principal care, 10 provid.?- i )r your 
Majefty’s faferv, as well in this, as in aft our proce dings, .'ftth 
excepiions agreeable to vour m(ML niciciful ^'uipofes; only, 
that we may manifV ft to the world, wc dclirc to comply cntiicly 
wftth y(uir Majefty \s inetcy, as far as is confi'-c:V wiln the 
fecurity of your roy: 1 perfon and the ‘jo.cinuunt. As y ^ur 
Majefty hatli Leon pleas'd to accept ‘lie imporri! crev/n if ixiis 
realm, fo you are refolved all your good u.bjcfts lhall pa. take 
ot the blcftings of yt)ur coronation ; wi.i. h . n't ool’ge and dif- 
pofe all good men ti) join and unite in all ’bat may I’cciire 
and fupport your Majcfly’s crown and government, under* our 
prefcni conliitution and cftablilluncnt, and never to depart 
from the fame. 


V3 
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Mejfagehy kls Majcjly^ jipril l, 1689. 

Gentlemen, 

T AM plcaft;d with doing what yon like ; and do expeft you 
will further proceed to expedite the indemnity and oblivion, 
which tends fo much to an union : I ihall be always forward 
to do my part in this, and all things that may unite my people. 


Addrefs hy both Houfes to the King^ April 13, 1689. 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

1 t¥ 7 E your Majefty’s moft loyal and obedient fiibjeflis, the 
Lords and Commons, in Parliament alfembled, do, with 
the utmoft duty ai\d afFeftion render to your Majeily our moft 
humble and hearty thanks, for your gracious declaration, and 
repeated alfurances, that you will maintain the church of 
England, eftabliihed by law, which your Majcfly hath been 
pleafed to refeue from that dangerous confpiracy that was laid 
for its deftrudiOn, with the hazard of your royal perfon. 

The doflrine and praftice of the church of England have 
evinced her loyalty, beyond the contradiflion of her moft mali- 
cious enemies ; and the misfortunes of former princes can be 
attributed to nothing more than their endeavours to fubvert it, 
and difable the members thereof from contributing to their 
fupport and defence. 

We therefore humbly pray your Majefty will be gracioiifly 
pleafed to continue your care for the prefervation of the fame ; 
whereby you will etfeftnally cliablilh your throne, by fecuring 
the hearts of your Majefty’s fubjedls within thefc your realms ; 
who can noway better flicw tlieir zeal for your fervice, than by 
a firm adherence to that church, whofe conllitution is heft 
fuited to the fupport of this monarchy. 

Wc likewife humbly pray, that according to the ancient 
pradiicc andufage of this kingdom in time of Parliament, your 
Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to iffue out your writs for 
calling a convocation of the clergy of this kingdom, to be ad- 
vifed with in ecclcfiaftical raatiers ; alfuring your Majefty, it is 
our intention forthwith to proceed to the conllderation of giving 
eafe to proteftant diflenters. 


Speech 
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Speech hy the Speaker to his APajeJiy^ April 13, !66g- 

T^OUR moft loyal and diiliful fubjedls, ihe Commons of 
^ England, aflembled in this preft-nt Parliament, having*' 
to their unfpeakable joy, fee n your Majcftics placed upon the 
imperial throne of this kingdom, they have defired accefs at 
tliis t\me to your royal prefcnce, humbly to congratulate your 
Majefties upon this occalion, and to with your Majeftics a 
long and profperous reign, with all the bleflings that ever did 
attend a crov/n. 

W'c arc all fenfible that your Majefties greatnefs is the fecii- 
rity of your fubjedls : it is from your power that we derive to 
ourfelves an alfurance of being defended from our enemies ; 
and from your juflice, that we expe<l a full enjoyment of our 
laws and liberties : but that which completes our happinefs, is, 
the experience we have of your Majefties continual care to 
maintain the proteftant religion ; fo that w^e can no longer 
apprehend any danger of being deprived of that ineftimable 
blcfting, either by fecret practices, or by open violence. 

To the King . — May the fame Divine Providence which hath 
hitherto preferved your ^ajefty in ifte grcaicft dangers, and fo 
often given you victory over your enemies, ftlll crown your 
undertakings with fuccefs. 

To the ^uecn , — And may thofc unparalleled virtues which 
adorn your Majefty’s royal perfon, be the admiration of the 
prefent age, and an example to the future. 

And may the luftre of both your names fo far outfhine the 
glory of your predecelTors, tlial tlic memory of their greateft 
actions may be forgotten, and your people no longer date the 
eftablilhment of their laws and liberties from St. Edward's 
days, but from the moft aiifpicious reign of King William and 
Qiicen Mary. 


His Majejlys AnfweVy April 1 3, 1689. 

Gentlemen, 

return you our hearty thanks for the kindnefs and re- 
^ ^ fpe£ls that you have, upon all occafions, Ihewed to both 
of us : we ftiall take care, to the beft of our power, of all 
things that conduce to the good of the kingdom ; and I doubt 
pot, but by God’s alTiftance and your’s, we ihall be able, in a 
Ihort time, to make you a flouriftiing people^ 


U4 
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Addrejs by the Houfe of Commons y April 19, 1689# 

^nCrE your Majefty’s moft loyal fubjefls, the Commons of 
England, in Parliament allembled, having taken into 
oiir moft leiious conlideralion the condition and ftate of this 
nation, in refpeft of France, and foreign alliances, in order 
to which we have examined the mifehiefs brought upon Chrif- 
tendom, in late years, by the French King ; who, without any 
refpeft to juftice, has, by fraud and force, endeavoured to fub- 
jedt it to an univerfal monarchy. 

In profecution of this defign, fo pernicious to the repofe and 
fafety of Europe, he has negleded none of thofc means, how 
indircdl foever, which his ambition or avarice could fugged to 
him : the faith of treaties among all princes, cfpecially Chvif- 
tian princes, ever held moft inviolable, has never been able to 
reftrain him, nor the folcmneft oaths to bind him, when any 
occafion prefented itfclf for extending the limits of his king- 
dom, or opprcfling tliofc whom liis inlcicft inclined him to qua- 
lify by the name of his enemies : ‘Aviinefs his haughty and 
groundlefs declaration of war againft the States General of the 
United Provitices, in the year 1672 ; fn which he ahigned no 
other reafon for diftnrbing that profound peace, which, 
through God’s mercy, all Europe enjoyed at that time, but his 
own glory, and his refolution to punilh the Dutch for feme 
imaginary flights and difrefpedls, v/hich he would have had the 
world believe they had put upon him ; wliercas tlie true occafion 
of that war was nothing elfe but a formed defign, laid down and 
agreed upon by that King and his accomplices, for the fiibvcrfioii 
of the liberties of Europe, and for abolilhing the commonwealth 
of Holland, as being too dangerous an example of liberty to 
the fubjeds of the neighbouring monarchs. The zeal for ca- 
tholic religion, which was pretended by him in this and tho 
following wars, did afterwards fuflicicntly appear to the w^orld 
to be no other than a cloak for his unmeafu ruble ambition ; for, 
at the fame time, when the pcrfcciuion grew hotteft againft the 
proteftants ot France, letters were intercepted and pnbliflicd 
from him to Count Tccklcy, to give him the greateft encou- 
ragement, and promife him the uimoft alliflance in the war, 
which, in conjunflion w'ith the I'urk, he then managed againft 
the firft and greateft of all the Roman Catholic princes. 

Witnefs alfo the many open infradlions of the treaties both 

Aix-la-Chapelle and Nimeguen, (whereof your Majefly is 
the ftrongeft guarantee,) upon the moft frivolous pretences 
ima^inablei of which the moft ufual was that of dependencies ; 

am 
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an invention fet on foot on purpofe to ferve for a pretext cS 
rupture with all his neighbours, iinlefs they chofe rather to 
falisfy his endlefs demands, by abandoning one place after ano- 
ther to his itifatiablc appetite of empire ; and, tor maintaining 
whereof, the two chambers of ^leits and Brilfach were cre£ted, 
to find out and forgo titles, and to invent equ i vocable conftnic- 
tions/or eluding the plain meaning of treaties concluded, and' 
fworh with the greatell folemnlty ; than which nothing can be 
more facred among mankind. 

From hence it was alfo, that Strafburgh was fo infamoufly 
fin prifed by the French King, in a time of full peace : and 
tht)ngh great conditions w'crc agreed and promifed to the inha- 
bitants of that city, yet no fooner was he in poirellion of it, but 
all ilipula^ions were foigot^^en, and that ancient free city doth 
r.i)' ' groan under the fame yoke with the red of that King’s 
fui Iv' cIs. 

'1 he buiiJmg the fort of Hiinninghen, contrary to fo many 
folernn -’friirances given to tlie Swides, and the affair of Liix- 
cmbi rgh, are too well known to need a particular dedu^lion s 
in a word, th^^ whole feric*? of the French King’s adioi'is, for 
many years lali pait, has been fo ordered, as if it w'cre his in- 
tention ijot only tf) re:n'cr his own people extremely miferable, 
by intolcrahL nr.'oritions of taxes, to be employed in main- 
taining an ifiercdibie number of dragoons, and other foldiers, 
to be tl.tj indrinncnts of his cruelty, upon fnch of them as re- 
fufe*, in all things, to comply with his nnjuft demands ; but 
like' Wc , '40 hold all the neighbouring powers in perpetual 
alari.'. and exp -nfe for the maintaining of armies and fleets, that 
they niav be in a pofhire to defend thcmfclves againft: the in- 
vader of iheir common faftty and liberties. 

Example s of this fort might be innumerable ; but his inva- 
fion of Flandcr*. and Holland, fince the lalt truce of 1684, and 
the outrages committed upon the Empire, by attacking the fort 
of Phi iplburgh, v. itliout any declaration of war, at the fame 
time that his imperial Majedy was employing all his forces 
againft the comicon cnciuy of the chriliian faith; and his 
walling me Palatiij ite .with fire and fword, and murdering an 
number nf innocent perfons, fi'r no other reafon, as 
hiiofclf l as publicly declared, but becaufe bethought the Elec- 
tor Palatiir hiiihful to the inlerell of the Empire, and an ob- 
flr.ole to ih^ compallingof his ambitious deligiis^ arc fuflicient 
in/.:, ices of this. ' 

.‘ihefe vve cannot but, wdth a particular refent^ent, add 
th' rir s doHc to youi* Mujeflv, in the moft unjull^suid vio- 
le* I ft ' . ii'g e»f your principali^^y of Orange, and the utmolft info- 
Ic).' .3 i;(r nutted upon the perfons of your Majefly’s fubjefty 

there ; 
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there ; and how to facilitate his conqiicft upon his neighbour 
princes, he engaged the Turks in a war againft Chriliendom at 
the fame time. 

And, as if the violating of treaties, and ravaging the coun- 
tries of his neighbour lidies, were not fulHci< nt means of ad- 
vancing his cxorbiiant po\,ci a.id greatn. f^, he has condantly 
had recourfe to the vileil and meaneft a^s, for the ruin of 
tbofe whom he had taken upon him to fubiuc: to his will' and 
power ; infinuating himfdf by Ins cmilfaries, under the facred 
name and charadler of priblic irdniidci;,, into t. . f" -who were 
intruded in the government of kingfloms and Itatcs, fuborning 
them by gifts and penfions, to tlie felling theiv mailers and be- 
tfayiiig their trulls ; and defeending even to intrigues by wo- 
men, who were feiit or married into the countries of -di vets 
potent princes, to lie as fnakes in their bofoins to cat out their 
bowels, or to indil that poilon into them, that might prove the 
tfedrudlion of them and their countries: of v\hich Poland, 
Savoy, and vSpain, to mention no mtjre at prefent, can give 
but too ample teliimonies. 

The infolent life he has made of Ms ill-gotten greatnefs,* has 
been as extravagant as the fneans of proruiing it : for this, the 
fingle inttance of Genoa may fiillice : wTdeh, w ithout the lead 
notice, or any ground of a quarrel vvhatfoLver, was bombarded 
by the French fle^t ; and the Doge, and four pririCipal fena- 
tors of that free dslte, conllraincd in per ion to hunihle them-* 
felves at that monarch’s feet, which, in the dylc of France, is 
called chaftifmg fovere.gns, for calling umbrage upon his great- 
nefs. 

His praQices againd England have been of the fame nature; 
and by corrupt means, he has condantly, and with too much 
fuccefs, endeavoured to get fuch power in the court of Eng- 
land, in the time of King Charles the Sccomr, and the late 
|£.ing James, as might, by degrees, undermine the govern- 
mem and true intereft of this floiiri filing kingdom. 

Another art which he has ufed to weaken England, and fub- 
jtft it to his defigns, w'as, never to admit an equal balance of 
traide, nor confent to any juft treaty or fettkment of com- 
merce ; by which he promoted our ruin at our own charge. 

When, from a juft apprehenlion oi this formidable growing 
power of France, the nation became zealous to right them- 
felves ; and thg^^Houfe of Common'-, in ti t* year 1677, being 
adiircd they ftiould have an aChial war againil France, cheer- 
Vully raife^ a great finn of money ; and an army as readily 
appeare(l.^o carry on the war; that intereft of France had ftill 
TOWer inough to render all this inetfeflual, and to fruftrate the 
' Mtlon of all their hopes and expeflations. 

Nor 
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Nor* did France only render this defired war IneiTeflual, but 
had power enough make uspradliL* their injuiUcc and barba^ 
rity, by turning our force agaiiift our next neighbours, by aflaui^- 
ing their Smyrna fleet. 

Nor were ihcy more induflrioiis, by corrupt means, to ob- 
tain this powxr, than careful, by the fliine ways, to fupport it: 
and knowing that from Parliaments only could probably pro-? 
C(cd an obitrinElion to their fecret pratSHccs, they attempted to 
make a bargain, that they fliould not meet in fnch a time, in 
which they might hope to perfcdl their defigns of enflavingthc 
nation. 

In the fame confidence of this power, they violently feized 
upon part of Hudfoii's Bay ; and, when the matter was com- 
plained of by the Company, and the injury offered to be proved, 
the bell expedient France could And to cover their injufticc, 
and prevent fatisfac^Iion, was to makcufc of their great interett 
in the court of England, to keep it from ever coming to be 
heard. 

The French King, in purfuance of his nfnal methods of lay- 
ing lioKl of any opportunity that might incrcafe his power, and 
give clifhirbance to oihcj-s, has now carried on an adual war in 
Ireland, fending thither a gtcat number of officers with 
money, arnus, and amniuniriori ; and, under the pretence of 
aflifling ilic late King James, he has taken the government of 
affairs int<) his hands, by putting all oflicers into commands, 
and managing the whole bufinefs by his niinillcrs ; and has al- 
ready begun to ufe the fame cruelties and violences upon your 
Majefly’s fubjccls ilierc, as he has lately pradifed in his own 
dominions, and in ail other places w'herc he has got power 
rnoiigh to dtiirf'y. 

La Illy, the French King’s dccl.iration of war againft the 
crown f)t Spain wholly grounded upon its fricndfliip to your 
Majeflyks io\'ai peifon : and no other canfe of denouncing war 
againil it is inert in alleged, than the rcfolutions taken in that 
court to favour your iVIa jelly, whom he moft injurioiifly terms, 
the uluvpfr of England \ an infolcncc never enough to be re- 
lented and detciUfI by your Majefly’s fubjecls. 

After oiir Im ruble rep re fen tat ion of all thefe particulars to 
your Majelly, if your Majcfly fhall think fit to enter into a 
war againil France, we humbly affure your J^ajefty, that we 
will give you Inch afliftance in a parliamentajy ^ay, as lhall 
enable \onr Majefly to fupport and go through the fame: anJ^ 
we fhall not dcubr, but, by the blciling of GodVpon your 
Majefly’s prudent condud, a flop may be put to thal^rowing 
greatncl's of the French King, which threatens all Chrillbrtdbin 
with no lefs than abfoluic flavery j the incredible quantity 

innocent 



( 300 ) 

innocent blood fhed may be revenged ; his opprcfTcd meigh- 
boiirs reftored to their jull rights and pofTeflions ; your Majef- 
ly’s alliances, and the treaty of Nimeguen, fupported to that 
degree, that all Europe in general, and this nation in particu- 
lar, may for ever have occafion to celebrate your Majefty as 
the great maintainer of julVice and liberty, and the overthrower 
of all violence, cruelty, and arbitrary powder. 


His A'TajcJifs Av.fwcr^ April 20, 1689. 
William Rex. 


^T^HOUGH I have had many occafions of afriiring you, that 
I will maintain the church of England, as by law cfta-» 
bliflicd \ yet I am w'ell plcafcd with every opportunity of re- 


peating thofc promifes w'hich 1 am rcfolved to perform by fup- 
porting this church ; whofc loyalty, I doubt not, will enable 
me to anfwxr your juft expectations. 


And as my delign in coming liither w as to refeue you from 


the mifcrics you laboured under, fo it is a great fatisfaClion to 
me, that by the fuccefs God has given me, I am in a ftation of 


defending tliis church, which has efflduaily Ihcw n her zeal 
againft popery, and lhall always be my peculiar care ; and I 
do hope, the cafe you defign to dilTcntcrs will contribute very 
much to the cftablilhment of this church ; which therefore, I 


do carneftly recommend to you, that the occalions of dilFcrenccs^ 
and mutual animolilies, may be removed : and, as foon as 
conveniently may be, I will fummon a convocation. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons^ April 25, 1689. 

To the King’s moft excellent Majefty, 

The humble Addrefs of the Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles, 
in Parliament aft'cmblcd. 

ir^E, your Majefty ’s moft loyal and dutiful fubjeCls, the Com- 
mons, in this prefeiit Parliament alfcmbled, moft humbly 
lay before your Majefty our carneft deiire, that )our Majefty 
ivill be plcafcd to take into your moft ferions confideralion the 
deftrudive iViCthod.) ijkcn, of late years, by the French King, 
againrt the trade, quiet, : ? in te re ft of ♦his m \.r kingdom; 
and, parlinilarly, the prelc»u ii.valion of tire kin- iirm of }re<» 
land, and fupp>:Aing your 'vftijcfty's r^bjlliou^ fu hj • ds there; 
not doubting, in tlie Icall, but tr.at, through youi Majelly’s 
’Vifdom, aliinuees all ’ladc, w th fuch ::s may here- 
after bc/^'icluded on tins oovahoii by y ur Majefty, may bo 
to reduce the French Kmg to iiu h a condition, that 
not be in his pow er hereafter to violate the peace of 

Chriften- 
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Chri(Pendom, nor prejudice the trade and profperity of thii 
your Majefty’s kingdom. 

To this end, we moft humbly befeech your Majefty to reft 
affured, upon this our folemn and hearty promife and engage- 
ment, that, when you fhall think fit to enter into a war againft 
the French King, we will give your Majefty fuch alliftance, 
in parliamentary way, as may enable your Majefty (under 
that’prote6lion and blclfirig God Almighty has ever afc)rdcd , 
you,) to fiipport and go tlirough with the fairtfe. 


///.f Majcjly' s jdnfwer, j^pril 26, 1689* 

William Rex. 

T RECEIV'^E this addrefs as a mark of the confidence you 
have in me ; which I take very kindly, and lhall endeavour 
by all my adions to confirm you in it. 

I alfiire yo’i, that my own ambition ftiall never be an argu- 
ment to incline me to engage in a war, that may expofe th€ 
nation either to danger o/cKpenfe. 

But, in the piticnt cafe, 1 look tipon the war, fo much al- 
ready declnrcfl, in effcil:, by France againft England, that it is 
not fo properly an adft of choice, as an inevitable neccllity incur 
defence. 

I fliall only tell you, that, as I have ventured my life, and 
all that is dear to me, to refeue this nation Irom what it fuffered, 
I am ready ft ill to do the fame, in order to the preferving it 
from all its enemies. And, as 1 do not doubt of fuch an alfif- 
tance from you, as fliall be fuitablc to your advice to me, to 
declare war againft a powerful enemy ; lo yon may rely upon 
me, that no part of that which you fhall give for the carrying it 
an with fuccefs, lhalf be diverted by me to any other ufe. 


/iddrefs by the Houfe ef Commons^ June 15, 1689. 

yotir Majefties moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
▼ ▼ knights, citizens, and burgelles, in Parliament aflbrn- 
bled, having taken into our ferious and tender conlidcrations 
the many great fiilFcrings ot the proteftant nobility and gentry 
f)f Ireland, with their V.eal for the protefta. t^ religion, your 
Majefties fervice, theinicreft of England in that kingdom, and 
love to our nation, have expofed them to, whercb>':^reat num-J^ 
bers have been forced to fly hither, deprived of aRt^heir real 
eftates, as well as perfonal ; fo that they are thereby r^nced to 
the moft prefling ncccHities, and are become great obje^s, 

compaflioii ; 
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compaiTion ; being the only body of proteflants that arc^rutncd 
by the late happy revolution, which hath wrought fo great a» 
deliverance, not only for the rett of your Majedies fubjeds, 
but for all the protellant interelf in Europe ; moll heartily 
crave leave, on their behalf, to offer their deplorable condition 
to your Majeftics moft princely conlidcration. 

And whereas they arc, by rcafon of their numbers, very ap- 
prehenfive of their being and continuing a burden and charge 
to this kingdoiVi,. while they remain in fiich condition unem- 
ployed \ and tlial many of them are, for their intercfl in, and 
knowledge of ilur kin-dom, as well as experience in military 
affairs (having fei vlJ tlicre, and thereby inured to the country,) 
W'ell qualified to ferve under your Majclly for the reducing 
thereof ; and all of them prclhng and lorvvard tor thatfervicc, 
as well as to redeem their wives, children, and friends, or re- 
lations, from the prelenl flawry, and mifciable opprelTion they 
groan under : 

t. We humbly recon'mend fuch of the faicl nobility and 
gentry, as are fit tor miiinny employments, as very proper 
perfons for reducing of that kingdom'to its due obedience to the 
crown. « 

2. That fuch of tlicm as arc not fit for fuch employments as 
your Majefty ihall have opportunity, be put into fuch civil 
employments as llicy arc capable of, according to their fcveral 
abilities and profelliou'?. 

3 . For the prefciu fnpply of the great neccfliiics of the fuid 
nobility and gentry of Ireland, we htimbly pray, that the fum 
of fiftec'n thoufand jiouiids be forthwith diilributed among them, 
according to a liif of diltribution : and that, for a further and 
ftanding fund t<)r their tnturc Uibfiilcncc, until Ireland be re- 
duced, your Mujcitics V* ill be gmcioidly pleafed to ilfuc forth 
your royal proclaniaiion, requiring all papihs beyond the fcas, 
who have efiates in England, and all proteflants that are in 
arms, or othcrwilb engaged in fervice again ft your Majeftics, 
if any fuch there be, to return within fomc convenient time : 
and, that tlic cjlnrcs of all fuch as ihall not give obedience 
thereunto, fliall be feized into yourMajefties hands for the relief 
of the nobility and gentry wlioarc, or Ihall be, deprived of their 
eftates there. And wc aic the ratlicr induced to make this our 
ktimble fupplication to your Majefties, on bci>alf of the faid 
ftobility and g^uy, becaiifc we eflcem oiirfclves obliged to 
afford them ^efent relief and fupport, to reprefent the fpeedy 
irecovery o^he kingdvom of Ireland, of great importance to this 
in all reCfK^s, as your Majefties and the nation’s true intereft : 
and wg /do humbly befecch you;- Majcfty to take the confidera- 

the Duke of Oimond, and his great merits and fuffer- 
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ings, Tnto. your particular and royal confideration : and that 
your Majcliy will be pleafed alfo to confider of the reft of the 
nobility and gcntiy already fled, and daily coming from Ire« 
land, that remain unprovided for. 

And that your Majeftics favour and bounty to the liiid nobi- 
lity and gentry may be diftribtitcd w ith the greater eafe and ad- 
vantage, v/c do humbly recommend to your Majc^ly, that what 
you fliall be grncioully pleafed toatlvance for their prefent fupply 
and relief, you will be pleafed to order the fame to be paid into 
the chamber of I.ondon, or fuch other place as your Majefty 
fhall judge convenient, with as much expedition as the prefent 
urgency of your aftairs will admit; to be thence. paid out for 
them refpeftively, with as little charge and trouble of atten- 
dance as may be. 


yoirit ddclrejs by both Hoiifcs to his Alajejiy^ J^tne l8, 1689. 

T^^E, your Majefty ’s moft loyal and dutiful fubjefts, the 
^ Lords, fpiriiual and temporal, and Commons, in Par- 
liament aircmbled, having taken inio our confideration the 
-great importance the iilcs of Wight, Guernfey, and Jerfey* 
are to your Majclly's dominions, and the great danger to which 
they arc cxpol'ed dining this w'ar v/iih France, do in moft 
humble manner rcprefciit to your Majefty, that we are inform- 
ed that the tile of Wight may be put into a poftiuc of defence 
in a fiiiall time, and \r’ith a finall charge. And we do humbly 
defire your Majefty would be pleafed to fend, with all expedi- 
tion, a fupply of troops, provii'ions, and ftorcs, to all thefo 
places ; and paiiiculaiiy to order fome men of war to Guernfey 
and Jeifey, that nny conitantly attend there for the better de- 
fence of thofe iilands ; and likewdfc to give fuch furtlier orders 
for the feemily of the illes of Man, Scilly, and Anglefoy, and 
of the cintpie- ports, Milford, Pender. nis, and Falmouth, and, 
all other places that 11 c oppofite to France and Ireland, as your 
Majefty, in your princely wifdom, lhall think lit. And we 
further defirc your Majefty to give cfle6lijal older, that the a£l 
for confining papilts vviihiii five miles of their mvii houfes, and 
the law lately made for di fanning papifts and reputed papilla, 
and for taking away their horfeaf may be for ^^iwitli executed : 
and in order thereunto that the judges may be ul '^ded to give 
thefe afts in charge to the jutticcs of the peace in ^cir fcveral 
circuits ; and panicularly that they examine wheth\ any pro- 
^ftants have, contrary to that owned fuch horJe^ as in 
truth belong to papifts. 

\W 
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Wc humbly lay thefe things before your Majcfty, Is cort- 
fidcring them to be of great importance to the fafety of your 
Majefty’s perfon, government,' and dominions. 


Hh MajeJIy^s m^Jl gr adorn Speech, ’June 29, 1689. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^T'HE time of the year being fo far advanced, and there 
being feveval ac^s vet to be palled for the fafety and fetllc- 
ntent of the nati</n, I define you would expedite them as fooii 
as you cun, it being ncccllhry there ibould (hortly be a recefs, 
both that I may be at liberty to piirfiie the bufinefs of Ireland 
■with all poflible vigour, and that the members of both Hoiifea 
may repair to their feveral counties, to fecure the peace, and to 
put the militia into forae better pofture. 

I am vciy fcnfible of the zeal and good affeftion, which you, 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, have fliew'ed to the 
public in giving thofe fnpplies you jiavc done already; and I 
do not doubt, but, from the fame inducements, you will be 
ready to give more as the occafions require ; which, I muft 
let you know, will be fooner perhaps than you may ex- 
peft, bccaufe the necellary expence of this year will much ex- 
ceed the films you have yet provided for it. And, that you 
may mak** the truer judgment in that matter, I am very willing 
you Ihould fee how all the monies have been hitherto Irfid out : 
and to tbnt end I have commanded thofe accounts to be fpeedily 
brought to you ; by which you will fee how very little of ihe 
revenue has been applied to any other ufe, than that of the 
navy and the land forces. 

I mull remind you of making an cffcftual and timely provi- 
fion of tlv; money for the States of Holland ; and I dvUibt not 
but you will take care to fee a fitting revenue fettled for my- 
fclf. 

, My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I will add no more, but to recommend earneftly to you, to 
avoid all occafions of difputc, or delay, at a time that requires 
union and vigour in your counfels, upon which the prefervation 
ot all that is dear to us doth fo much depend. And I do pro- 
mife, that notb.^ig lliall ever be w^anting on my part, that may 
contribute tri'Jvaids it. 
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Addrcfs by the Houfe of Commons^ July 15 , 1689 . 

E, your Majefty’s mofl loyal and obedient fubjedls, the 

knights, citizens, and burgdFes, in Parliament aflem- 
bled, out of a llncere duty and affedion lo fupport your Majcf- 
ty’s crown and dignity, and the fafety, honour, and welfare 
of your fubjeds, being deeply fenfible of the deplorable condi- 
tion t)f your Majedy’s kingdom of Ireland, which, notwith- 
ftaiiding your Majelty’s great and conllaiit care thereof, is, for 
the mod part, over- run by your MajelHes' declared enemies, 
the French, in conjundlion with Irilh rebels, occafioncd, as 
we humbly conceive, by the ncgltdl or ill condu6l of fome 
perforis employed in the management of the affairs relating to 
that kingdom ; and to the end that we may be enabled to give 
your Majedy fuch advice as may prevent the like inifearriages 
for the future, do mod humbly befeech your Majedy, that you 
will be gracioufly plea fed to permit fuch members as (hall be 
appointed by this lloufc, to iiifpeft the books of the privy 
council and Iriih committee, and all other proceedings relating 
to Ireland, from the tweiity-fcventh day of December, 1688, 
to the find day of June, 1689, and (o‘take copies of fuch orders 
and indrindioiis therein, *'as relate to the affairs of Ireland : and 
we humbly beg leave to alfure your Majedy, that this our ad- 
drefs proceeds iVt^m no other motive, than our hearty dclire to 
inanifed that zc: I and duty wliich v/e ihall always retain for 
your Majedy ’s peifon and govvinment. 


w'i’ 


Addrejs to his Mojifiy by the Houfe of Commons, 

July 19, 1689. 

your Majedy’s mod dutiinl and loval fubje£ls, ihe^ 
Co’nnions, in Pailiai ient jdVmblcC liombiy reprefenS 
to your Majclly’s coulideration difnctied condin’on of the 
protcfranl inability and gentry or you. M.ocd/s kingdom. of 
Ireland, whole edate* an; feized cy paMit . lor their re- 
fndng to join with them in t ic rreh nt .eb lli'-n againd your 
Majclly, hereby tlf.y arc become dcdiiutc of all lijcans to 
fupport th» j.felves and theii ramilie-. 

We thererore make it our lu nblc petition to your Majtdy, 
that until fuch time that tl kingdom be r'^dne^d 0 y ui Ma- 
jedy’s obedience and fubjecti n, Jivl ’-hey reltory to tiiw-ir juft 
rig'ns and dates, yonr Majedy Wf dd be pVjalcd V app oint 
aliipd ot credit for fuch as vi-ill l^-nd money lor th^ ^ ; 

and we diall, with all thankfuinefs, reiminnfe >*^n 5 ?t^your 
Majclly iliall aavance upon this urgent and charitable-iafi;^^ 
cal ion, Ci 

Voi.. I. X fill 
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Hn AlajtJlys mofl gracious Speed), 0 /Ioher 19, 1699# 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^■'HOUGH the lafl filling continued fo long, that, perhaps^ 
“*■ it might have been more agreeable to you, in relation to 
your private concerns, not to have met again fo foon ; yet the 
interell of the public lays an inJirpenfabie obligation npoil me 
to call you together at this time. In your lall meeting, you 
.gave me fo many teftimonies of your affeclion, as well as confi- 
dence in me, that I do not ... all queition, but in this 1 fliall 
receive frefh proofs of both. 

I efteem it one of the greateft misforlunes can befal me, that, 
in the beginning of my reign, I am forced to aik fiich large 
fupplies : though I have this fatisfadVion, that they are defircd 
for no other purpofe but the carrying on thofc wars, into which 
I entered with your advice, and allurance of your alllfiancc : 
nor can I doubt of the bleflTing of God upon an undertaking, 
wiier^in I did not engage out of a vain ambition, but fn-m the 
neccffity of oppofing thofe, who have fo vifibly difeovered their 
defigns of deftroying our rdiigion and liberties. 

It is well known how far I have expofed myfclf to refeue 
this nation from the dangers that threatened not only your li- 
berty, but the proteftant religion in general, of which the 
Church of England is one of the greatefi fupports, and for the 
defence whereof I am ready again to venture my life. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

That w'hich I have to afk of you at prefent, is, that • . • . you 
think fit to give tow'ards the cliarges of the war, for this next 
year, may be done w ithout delay : aiul there is one reafon, 
i^hich more particularly obliges me to prefs you to a fpeedy 
determination in this matter ^ becaufe this next month, there 


is appointed at the Hague, a general meeting of the mini Iters 
^of all the princes and fiates concerned in the war againft 
" France, in order to concert the meafures for the next cam- 
^paign : and, till I know your intentions, I fhall not only be 
uncertain myfclf, what refoluiions to take, but our allies will 
be under the farrie doubts, unlefs they fee me fupported by your 
affiftance; befnks, if I know not in time, what you will do, I 
cannot make^<^ch provifions as will be requifite, but fhall be 
expofed fame iiiconveniencies the next year, which are 

the caufe/ that the preparations foi* this were neither fo ef- 
fectual ’^or expeditious as was neceffary. The charge will alfo 
be co-.iiderably Icffencd by giving time to provide things m 
,^eir proper feafon, and without confufion. I have no other 


aiiQ 
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aim In this, but to be in a condition to attack our enemies in fo 
vigoriMisa manner, as, by the help of CiocI, in alittle rime, may 
bring us to a and honourable peace, by which my fub- 

je6Is may be freed Ironi the extraordinary expenfes of a linger- 
ing war : and, llvat I can hnvc no greater f.itisfaiflion, thai% 
in contribiiiing to their ealc, 1 hope 1 have already given proof.. 
That you may be fatisfied how tlic money has been laid out, 
"whie*h you have already given, I ha\e diie^led tiic accounts tOt 
be laid before you, uhv.n you think lit to call for them. 

My Lords and Clenilcmcn, 

I have one thing more to n -com men cl to you, 'wbicliis, the 
difpatch of a bill ol iiulcmnity, that the niimls of my good fub- 
jec\s being quieted, we may all uniinimouily concur to promote 
the welfare and honour of the kingdom. 


Addnfi hy the H^ufe of Commons to his Alnjtjiyy Nov, ag, 1689* 

V^E, your Majeily’s maft dutiful fubjedls, the Commons, in 
^ ^ Parliament alfcinbled, beingdiiled with the deepeft and 
mofl linccrc atfeclion your Majeliy’s royal perfon, and out 
of the moll tender regard to your Majefty’s and your people's 
fafety, and the honour of your government, do moll humbly 
icprefent to your Majclly the extreme danger vve conceive the 
jiiitioji and your Majclly \s affairs to be in, by the employment 
of perfons in the greatelf trufl, who are fo far from being 
fiithtul to your Majelty’s and your people’s intercll, that they 
have corruptly and trcacheroully endeavoured the de(lru£lion 
of bfjth : efpccially Mr. John Shales, whowusmadecommif- 
lary -general of the pruvilions for your Majclly ’s army in 
Ireland, notvviihllandiiig he w^as notorioufly known to be po- 
piflily aiTecUd, and to have ferved the late King James as his 
coinminary. The mifehiefs which have happened by the em- 
ployment of this man are very great, and of inch a nature, as, 
without God’s infinite mercy to your Majcriy and this nation, 
might entirely have defeated your Majclly 's good intentions,, 
and ihe effetlt of the refoliitions of this Honfe, in order to the 
reducing of Ireland to its due obedience to your Majclly. In 
farticiilar, when that experienced General, Duke Schoniber^ 
went, by your Majefly’s command, into Tjelancl ; he left 
ilridl orders for the fpcedy tranfporting theordnu.jfc and horfe, 
defigncd for tl»e fervice of that kingdom : and it Ijpleafed God 
i 6 blcfs his firll attempts to that degree, that, if the'^id orders 
had been executed, your Majclly ’s affairs in Ireland i^id been 
in 4 much better polture than they now arc. But 
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Commiflary Shales, partly to fatisfy his own covetoufncfc, and 
partly out of difaftcdtion to your Majefty’s fcrvice, did delay 
the execution of the faid orders for feveral weeks ; by reafon 
whereof your Majefty’s forces were not only di fabled for pur- 
fuing the advantages they had gained upon the enemy, but were 
alfo neceflitalcd to encamp at Dundalk, which occalioncd the 
lofs of fome thoufands of your Ivlajelly’s fubjeds. Whcrciorc, 
wc the knights, citizens, and burgedcs, in Paiiiamcnt* af- 
jfcmbled, do mod humbly de/irc, that your Majedy would be 

f racioully pleafccl to let this Hoiifc know who ncoinmeuvvcl 
Jornmilfary Shales to yourMajefty, and advifed his being t n- 
ployed, to the end that we may be the better enabled to olf ^ lo 
your Majcfty fuch humble advice, as may tt'nd to the preferva- 
tion of your Majefty’s royal perfon and government. 


His AtajeJlfs Aftfligc to the Houfe of Commons^ Nov, 30, 1689, 

\ 

William Rex. ^ 

TJIS Majefty having already declared his refolutions to profe- 
cute the war in Ireland with the utmoU: vigour ; and being 
defirous to ufe the means that may be ihofl fatisfadcry and ef- 
fedtial in order to it, is gracioully pleafetl that this Houfe 
do recommend a number of pciTons, not exceeding feven, to 
be commiliioiicd by his Majclly to take care of the provi- 
fions, and fuch other preparations as dial I be nccelfary for that 
fervice. 

His Majefty is further plea fed to let the Houfe know, that, 
upon confideration of the addrefs of the eleventh of November, 
jhe gives them leave to nominate fome pciTons to go over into 
Ireland, to take an account of the number of the army there, 
and the ftate and condition of it, who lhall receive his Majefty’s 
orders accordingly. 


Jiddrefs to his MajrJiy by the Houfe of Cornmonsy Nov. 1 1, 1689. 

your Maj' (ly’s nioft dutifid and loyal fubjeds the Com- 
V * mens, ill this prefent Parliamcur^ afremb'.ccl, having a due 
fenfe of the eminent virtues and merits of their Royal Dighnei'Ies 
the Prince and iPrincefs Anne of Denmark, and how inftru- 
mental they Iwe been in contributing to your Majefty’s glorious 
fuccefs in yii'e late happy revolution, do unanimouily befeech 
your Majivty to make a provifion for the Prince and Princefs 
Anne cjf Denmark, of fifty .thou fand pounds in the whole, for 
tfee^ear, beginning at Chriftmas next; and that your Majefty 

>viU 
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will be pleafed to direfl the fame to be effeilually’ paid to the 
Prince and Princefs Anne of Denmark, by equal portions, at 
the four mod ufual quarterly days of payment. 


jlddrefi by the Houfc of Commons^ December ii, 1689. 


your Majefty’s mod dutiful fubjefts the Commons, in 
Parliament affembled, have ferioufly taken into our 
confidcralion the dale of the nation ; and being deeply fen- 
fiblc of the ill condinfl: of public affairs, and the unhappy fuc-» 
cefs of them, as well in reference in Ireland, as to your Mai- 
jedy’s armies arul fleet ; do think ourfelvcs obliged, in duly to 
your Majclty, and in dlfchar:;e of the trud repofed in us by 
thofe wc reprefent, moll humbly to lay before your Majcdy 
the wrong that hath been done to your Majclly and your 
people ; and the prefcni imminent danger of this kingdom, 
arviU of all your Majefly’s protedant fubjerts \ from the want 
of ability or integrity in thofe who hvive had the diredlion of 
the faid affairs, and by whofe advice, not only the reducing 
of Ireland has been obllrudcd, but the treafiir(r of this king- 
dom vvalied, and the lives of many brave foldicrs and able 
fcamcn loll, w ithout any fuch fuitablc effeft as might reafoa- 
ably have been expeded. 

We cannot but rcfledl:, with the iitmod grief, upon the 
negleft of relieving Ireland during the fird months of your 
Majedy*s adminiflra.ion, wdicn your Majedy’s miniders did 
not life fuch effectual means as were apparently ncccfl'ary to 
have prevented a war in the faivl kingdom. And when the 
Earl of TyiconncI had levied forces to opprefs and dellroy 
your Majcdy *s protedant fubje^ts, neither men, money, nor 
arms were, for a long lime, fent to enable them to defend 
thcmfclves and their country : inlomucli that, without men- 
tioning other particulars, fcvcral thou funds of them per idled 
miferably in the town of Londonderry for want of timely fuc- 
cour : and when, after many neglefts and delays, an army 
was appointed for Ireland, neceffary provifions were wanting, 
and matters fo ordered, that the endeavours of your Pailia- 
ment, and the fupplics granted for that fervice, proved inef- 
feftual ; at the fame time that many fuch experienced officers, 
as were known to be enemies to your Maj' jdy and your go- 
vernment, were differed to go beyond the fcas, v' liere they en- 
tered into the late King James’s fervice, and havA^^ fmee that 
time, been his chief inltruments for carrying on ^0 war ia 
Ireland. ^ 
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I’lie mifcarriapcs, in rctcrcnce to the fleet, have been 
defhndive to your Maj city’s and your people's intcreli aiP 
Ihofc in the army \ many ot your Majclly s fubjec^s have been 
ruined, and others greatly damaged in tlicir eUaics, hy the 
want of ftalion fliips and conviU’^ ; and Tome fca oflicers, 
tvhofc duty it was to lu\c convoyed ilu* ihips of I'.nglirh fub- 
jedts, exaded money from nicirhanls, ar.d nnneceirarily pu'ITuil 
their mtn \ hy \d'iiLh means trade \\a> difeouraged, your Ma- 
jefty’s culfoms dnnini/iK d, and mtnv <4' yonr loyal Tnbjcds 
impoveriHied : your Maji-Ilv’s fhcl v.as all'o i* rvtd with un- 
wholcfoiiie and corruiUccI pro\irions, v»iu*.h eindul the deaih of 
nianv of vour ndi fcamcn, and has deterred nituiv others uoi» 
the fer^. ‘ee. 

It v/;!l be too tedious to ninltiplv inlianccs of mifearriages 
and ill condud in your Majelty s ai'air:*, ihroi'gh the ill ad\icG 
ot thofc who have undertakcji tltc maiutgeniunt of them, to 
which the fiiccefs in all points ha.^ been antV. m\i1)!c. 

Our remedy, under God, eoni.'ds in yenr Majefly’s wifdom 
and afFcdion to your people, uiiidi, vedoiibi not, ^vill in- 
cline your Maichy to hciyhcn to the :ur. iec of us, your duti- 
ful Commons, who do moll: hiu^.blv btf ech yo.ur Tvlajedy to 
take the abovcGid matters into your co.,:i'jLiution ; and, in 
your great wifdom, to examine into, and hud inn the autliors 
of, mifearriage;; ; and to appoint athdrs to be managed by 
perfons unfufpcdled, and more to tlic IVd'ciy of your RJajcIly, 
and the latisfadion. of your fubjeds. 


H. s j[J(r,('py\ jfiojl y uicioifs Sl>cccl\ Md) ih 20, i 6 go. 

My Lords and Gciniemen, 

T AM refoivcd to leave nothing uuullcmpud on my part, 
which may contribute to the j’ca(‘o and piorptriiy of tins 
nation : and, fniding my prcilnce in Ireland will be abfolulcly 
Xieccllary i'or the nun’c fpeedv reducing of that kingdom, I cem- 
tiniie my rdolution of gcir.g thit^ier as ioon as may be ; and I 
have now called you l(!g»-nier your aliillancc, to enable me 
to profeeute that m witli Qued and vigour: in which I ailiire 
inyfelf of your clueiu)] concurrence, being a work fo ncccifary 
for your own faifties. 

In order to/lu's, 1 defirc you wiH fortliwirli make a fcttlcmcnt 
of the rcvei^ne ; and I cannot doubt, hut you \%ill tlicrein have 
as much ^regard for the honour and dignity of the monarchy 
in my b'fiids, as hath been lately (hewed to others : and I have 
fo, gt«rat confidence in ymu, that if no quicker or more conve- 
ilieat can be tbund tor the raifing of ready money (^without 
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\vWcB the fervice cannot be performed) I fliall be very well con* 
lent, lor the prefent, io have it made fucli a fund of credit, as ’ 
may he ufeful to yourfelves, as well as me, in this conjiiiKaure; 
not having the leall apprchenfions, but that you will provide 
for the taking off all fuch anticipations as it lhall happen to 
^all under. 

It is fufficiently known, how earneftly I have endeavoured 
to cxtinguilli, or at Icall compofc, all differences amongft my 
fubjcQs ; and, to tliat end, how often have I recommended 
an adt of indemnity to the lall Parliament ! but lince that 
part of it, which related to the preventing of private fuits, 
is already enabled ; and becaufc debates of that nature inu(l< 
lake up more ol your time than can now be fpared, from the 
difpatch of ihofe other things which are ahfolutely neceffary 
for our common fafet) ; 1 intend to fend you an aft of grace, 
with exceptions of fomc few pci ions only, but fuch as may 
be fuflicient to ihevv my great dillike of their crimes ; and, at 
llic fame lime, my readinefs to extend proleft ion to all my 
other fubjefts ^ wdio will thereby fee, tl:at they can tlicreby re- 
commend thcmfclvcs to me by no other nutiiods than what the 
laws prefer i be j which lhall always be the only rules of my 
government. 

A farther rcafon, which indiiceth me to fend you this aft, 
at this time, is, becaufc I am defirous to leave no colour of 
excule to any of my fubjefts, for the raifing of difturbances 
in the government, and cfpccially in the time of my abfence : 
and I fay this, both to inlorm you, and to let fome ill-affefted 
men fee, that I am not imacqnainlcd, how bufy they arc in 
their prefent endeavours to alter it. 

Amongft other encouragements whicli I find they give them- 
felvcs, one of the w'ay.s by wdiii h they hope to compafs their 
cJcIlgiis, is, by creating diftcrence^ and difagi cements in your 
councils; which, 1 hope, you will be very careful to prevent: 
for, be alTureil, that our grcatell: enemies can have no better 
inftniments for their purpofes, than thofe who lhall any ways 
endeavour to dilluih or delay your fpeedy and unanimous pro- 
ceeding upon thefe neceffary matters. 

I muft recommend alfo to yoiT conlideration au union with 
Scotland. I do not mean it lliould now be entered upon : 
but they having propofed this to me fome time fince, and the 
Parliament there having nominated commiftioricrs for thatpur- 
pofe, I Ihould be glad that commiftioficrs nii/ht alfo be no- 
minated here to treat with them, and to fee if fuch terms 
could be agreed on, as might be for the benefit of bo^h natioiU} 
fo as to be ready lo be prcfenteii to you income future f-ljioii. 

X4 'My 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have thought it moft convenient to leave the adminiflra- 
tion OT the government in the hands of the Qiicen during my 
abfence ; an^ if it (hall be judged neceflary to have an a<S 
parliament for the better confirmation of it to her, I dcfirc 
you would let fuch an one be prepared, to be prefented to me. 

I have this only to add, that the fcafon of fhe year, and 
tny journey into Ireland, will admit of but a very fhort fcflion; 
fo that I muft recommend to you the making fuch difpatch, 
that we may not be engaged in debates when our enemies fhall 
be in the field: for the fucoefs of the var, and the more 
thrifty management of it, will both principally depend upon 
your fpeedy refolutions ; and I hope it will not be long before 
we fliall meet again, to perfed what the time will not now 
allow to be done. 


His MajeJiys moji gracious Speech^ May 23, 1690. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE have had fuch affurance ofi your good afFeftions to 
^ me, that I come now to thank you ; and particularly 
the fupplies you have given me : the fcafon of the year is fo 
far advanced, that I can no longer delay my going into Ire- 
land ; and therefore I think it neccHary to have an adjourn- 
ment of the Parliament. 

And although it fliall be but to a fliort day, yet, iinlcfs fomc 
great occafion require it, (of which you fliall have due notice) 
I do not intend you fliall fit to do bulinefs until the winter"; 
and I hope, by the blelUng of God, we then lliail have a 
happy meeting. 

In the mean time, I recommend to you the difeharge of 
your duties in your rclpedive counties, that the peace of the 
nation may be fccured by your vigilance and care in your - 
veral flations. 


His Alajcjiys moj gracious Specchy OMer 2, 1690. 

My Lords and (jentlcmen, 

CINCE I laft met you, I have ufed my bell endeavours to 
^ reduce |i*eland into fuch a condition this year, as that it 
night be no longer a charge to England ; and it has plcafed 
3od to^blefs my endeavours with fuch fuccefs, that I doubt 
but I fhould have been fully poileUbd of that kingdom by 

this 
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this t’liltie, had I been enabled to have gone into the field as foon 
as 1 Ihould have done ^ and, as is more cfpccially necefli|ry in 
Ireland, where the rains are fo great, and begin fo early. 

I think myfelf obliged to take notice, how well the army 
there have behaved themfclves on all occafions, and borne great 
hardfhips with little pay ; and with fo much patience and wiU 
lingnefs, as could not proceed but from an affedlloiiate duty to 
my fcrvicc, and a zeal for the protcilant religion. 

I have already made it evident, how much 1 have preferred 
the fatisfadtion of my fubjedis before the molt folid advantages 
of the crown, by parting with fo confidcrable a branch of its 
inheriiance : and it is no lels apparent, that I have alked no 
revenue for myfelf, but what 1 have readily fubjedted to be 
charged to the ufes of the war. 

I did, at my departure, give order for all the public accompts 
to be made ready for me agaiiill my return ; and 1 have com- 
manded them to be laid before the Houfe of Commons : by 
which they will fee, that the real want of wlial was neceiTary 
beyond the funds given, and the not getting, in due time, that 
for which funds were allighed, have been the principal caufes 
why the army is in fo much arrtar of their pay, and the 
ftores, both for the navy and the ordnance, not fupplied as 
they ought to be. 

Now, as I have neither fpared my perfon nor my pains to 
do you all the good 1 could; fo I doubt not, but if you will as 
cheerfully do your parts, it is in your power to make both me 
and yourfclvcs happy, and the nation great : and, on the other 
hand, it is too plain, by what the French have let you fee fo 
lately, that, if the prefent war be not profecuti d with vigour, 
no nation in the worltl is expofed to greater danger. 

I hope therefore, there will need no more upon that fubjefl, 
than to lay before you, Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
the flate of what will be nccclfary for the fupport of the fleet 
and armies, which cannot poflibly admit of being leflened in 
the year eiifuing ; and to recommend to your care the clearing 
of my revenue, fo as to enable me to fublilt, and to maintain 
the charge of the civil lift ; the revenue being fo engaged, that 
it muft be wholly applied, after the firft of November next, 
to pay off the debts already charged upon it : and, therefore, a 
prefent confideration rnuft be had of the arrears of the army, 
which (hall likewife be laid before you ; and for all which 1 
muft delire a fufficient and timely fupply. 

It is further neceflary to inform you, that the whole fupport 
of the confederacy abroad will abfolutely depend upon this 
fpeed and vigour of your proceedings in this fellion. 

And 
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And here 1 tnuft take notice, with great fatisfa(!!Ion of the 
readinefs which my fubjefts, ot* all degrees, have fhewii both 
in this city, and in their fcveral countries, by giving their 
alliflances lo chectlully as tliey did in my iibrence, while tlio 
French licet was upon our coalls ; and, befuics this fo con- 
vincing mark of the good incii nations of iny people, 1 have 
found, through ail the C(>untji( s wlicre' 1 pailcd, bmii at my 
going into Ireland, and in my n'iiirn from llicncc, fneh demon- 
ftrations of their afFe(ilii,r.s tiiai ] have nut iIjj icidi doubt but 
1 (hall find ibe lame fium tlu ir rcprefcnlalive.s in ParJiament. 

1 cannot conelr.do, w itliout taking n(/tic.e aifo, liow much 
♦he honour ot tiit niuion has been CAj)ored bv liie ill Cfudinhl 
ot my fleet in the laii fuminei’s engageinctit againii: the I' rench; 
and I think niylVlf fo mi\h cnneeincd to fee it vindicated, 
that I cannot lell fatisficd till an example has been made of 
fuch as fliall he tonnd faulty upon ilicir cxamitiation and trial ; 
which was not pradieabic wliile the whole ilea u as abroad ^ 
but is now put into ilie proper way oi being dt»nc as fouii as 
may be. 

My Lords and (nntkrincn. 

I look upon the future we! l-bting of this king lorn to de- 
pend upon ll:e rendt of your connfels an»l determinations at 
this lime ; and the hcncHt will be double by the fpced of your 
rcfolulions, inl'onnich, that 1 hope you will agree with me in 
this conclulioiu that whoever goes about to oblinid or dixeri 
your applications to thefe matu-rs, preferably to all others, cun 
neither be niy friend, nor the kingdom’s. 


Two JddirJJcs by tic Commons^ Oriohtr 8, 

To the KING, 

May it plcafe your Majefly, 

■l^E, your Majefty’s moll dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
^ ^ Commons, allcmbled in Parliament, do beg leave humbly 
to reprefent to your Majcfly, the grateful fenfe we have of that 
unparalleled goodnefs and tcndi-r afredion to yoiir people; 
which, for the refeuing your kingdom of Ireland from a ty- 
rannous and foreign yoke, and caling your fiibjcds of this 
kingdom of the exce/live charge of a 'lingering w'ar, did induce 
you to iinaertake a lia/.ardous voyage, and too freely to expofe 
to all the dangers of war, that invaluable life, upon which the 
whplc proteftant intcreft, and the common liberty of Europe, 

docs 
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does fo much depend. It Is next, under God, to your condiift 
and example, that we mull aferibe the liiccefs of the expedi- 
tion ; and to which we mult owe our hopes of the fpeedy and 
entire reduction of that kingdom, and of feeing ourfelvcs in a 
condition to make your enemies fenrihle of the llrength and 
power of England, under a King who knows and ntirfties its 
intemll. W't do, trom the bottom of our lu arts, congratulate 
your Majefly’s fuce^Ts 'and your return to your people; who 
are unaiiimouji)' p'-ifiiaded, that their peace, fcourity, and 
happinefs, are bound up in your fafety : and wv. do, in the 
name of all ih.e Commons of England, alliiie your Vlajefty, 
that we will he e\rr ready to allili y^nir M.ijelly to the iiimoll 
ot our power ; ami, as the belt and tiucll v/ay of exprciling 
our giatiiudc, will endeavour cHe^lually to fupport ygur go- 
vernment againit all your enemies. 


To the QUEEN. 

May it plcnfj your \fajelly, 

your Majelly’g moil dutilul and loyal fuhjefts, the 
C^jmmons, in Parliament ali'embled, do molt humbly 
beg leave to cxpicls the deep fenfe we have of tliat goodnefs, 
wifdom, and courage, which your Majclty did manitelt in the 
greated dilHcullics and moll prelling dangers, during his Ma^ 
jelly’s nbfcnce, at a time when a powerful enemy was upon 
oiir coali ; when the nation was weakened in that part which 
is its proper Itrengdi, and deprived ot the Iccurity ot his Ma- 
jelty’s prefence : tlie rclblution yonr Majclty llicwed in your 
adininiflraiioi’., gu\c life to your fuhjerl'.Es, and made them exert 
a lirength and force unknown lo former reigns : and your zeal 
tor the pulrlic cncmiragtcl them to Ihew fneh checifulncfs in 
their duly, as dllapptdiitcd the hopes and dcliyts of all the 
open and fecret enemies of the government : the grateful re- 
niernbraiice of this (which renev\s the memory of our molt 
happy times) will for ever remain in tlic hearts of your peo- 
ple ; and can never fail to be cxpreil'ec! in all inftanccs of loy- 
alty and obedience from us, and all the Commons of England, 


fl!s Mujt'Jlyi mojl gracious Speech y December 20 , 1690. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T MUST repeat lo youj upon this occafion, how fenfible I 
^ am of your good afredlions to me, and of your firicere en- 
deavours to promote the true intcreft of your country in con^ 

tinuing 
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linuing to provide further fupplies towards d^rfraying 
charges of the war : and as I am very fecure, that you will 
not fail, on your part, to do all that (hall be nccelfary, in order 
to that end ; lo 1 alfiire you, I lhall not be wauling, on mine, 
to fee that there be a diligent and drift application of the fiip- 
plies you give me, to thofc ufes only, tor which you intend 
them. 

I have lately told you, that the poftiirc of affairs abroi»d 
would not admit of deferring my journey to the Hague much 
'beyond this time ; and 1 put you in mind of it again now, ia 
hopes that conlideration will prevail with yon, to ufe all pof- 
fible dii'patch. in what ffill remains to be done, for the more 
vigorou.s pioleciition of the war. 

. I mn'i. nut conclude without mentioning to you, Gentlemen 
of the Houfe ol 'L'oinr!ti>ns, that, if fome annual provifion 
could be made for the augmenting of the navy, and building of 
fome new Ihips of w’ar, it would be a very ncceffary care, at 
this time, both for the honour and faftty of the nation. 


His Majijlys moji gracious Speech^ January 1691 . 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TTAVING lately told you, that it would be neceffary for me 
tn go into Holland much about this time, 1 am very glad 
to find that the fuccefs of your endeavours lo brii^g this fcilion 
to a happy conclulion has been fuch, that I am now at liberty 
to do it : and I return you my hearty thanks for the great diL 
patch you have made in finillung t!ie fupplies you have deligncd 
lor carrying on the war: which lhall be my care to fee duly 
and pi nftually applied for that fervicc whicli you have given 
them. And 1 do likcwife think it proper 10 alliirc you, that 
I fliali not make any grant of the forfeited lands in England 
or Ireland, till there be another opportunity of fettling that 
matter in Parliament in fuch manner as lhall be thought moll 
expedient. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

As I have reafon to be very well fatisfied with the proofs 
you have given me of your ; d atfeftion in tliis fcilion ot 
Parliament, lo I promife my fell the continuance ol the fame at 
your return into your feveral countries : and as every day pro- 
duces Hill frelh iniianccs of the rcltlelfnefs of our enemies both 
at home and abroad, in dcfiguing againll the profperity of this 
nation and. the government cllablilhcd ; fo 1 do not doubt but 
that the union and good corrclpondeuce between me and my 

Parliameot, 
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Parliament, and my carncft and conftant endeavours for your 
prefervation on the one hand, joined with the continuance of 
your zeal and afFedion to fupport me on the other, will, by 
the bleiring ot God, be at all limes too ftrong for the utmoll 
malice and contrivance of our common enemies. 


Hii AlajcJiy^ moji gracious Speech y Oiiober 22, 1691. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE appointed this meeting of Parliament, as foon as ever 

the affairs abroad would admit of my return into England, 
that you might have the more time to conllder of the belt and 
moll elfedlurtl ways and means for the carrying on of the war 
agaiidl France this next year. 

I am willing to hope, that the good fuccefs with which it 
hath plekfcd God to blefs my arms in Ireland this fiimmcr, will 
not only be a great encouragement to yon to proceed the more 
cheerfully in this work \ bur will be looked upon by you as an 
carnclt of future fucccires/which your timely aihltancc to me 
may, by God’s blciling, procure to*us all: and, as I do not 
doubt, but you will takc^care to pay the arrears of that army, 
which hath been lb deferving and fo profperous in the redjicc- 
ment of Ireland to a peaceable condition, fo, Ido afliire you, 
tlicre fhall no care be wanting, on my part, to keep that king- 
dom, as far as it is poiliblc, from being burden fomc to England 
for the future. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I do not doubt but you are all fenfiblc, that it will be nc- 
eeil’ary w c rtiould have as ftrong a fleet next year, and as early 
at fea, as \vc had this fummer: and I mufl tell you, that the 
great power of France will as ncccirarily require, that we 
lliould maintain a very conliderable army, ready upon all ocr 
caiions, not only to defend ourfelves from any infiilt, but alfo 
to annoy the common enemy, w^hcre it may be moil ienfible to 
them ; and I do not fee how it is pofliblc to do this with Icfs 
than fixty-five ihor.fand men. 

I fliall only add, that by the vigour and difpatch of your 
counfels, and afliflance to me in this feflion of Parliament, you 
have now an opportunity in J^our hand (which, if neglefted, 
you can never rcafonably hope to fee again) ; not only to efta- 
blilh the future quiet and profperity of thefe kingdoms, but the 
peace and fecuriiy of all Europe. 


Tw$ 
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« !7wa AddreJJis Uj his Alajefly hy the Houft r,f Commsns^ 
Of^iohet 28 , 1691 , 

May it plcafcyoiir mofl cxcdlent Majcrty, 

your Majcfiy's mofl Inyal fubied.s tbc Commonsof 
^ KnyLnd, in Parliament ajTcinbleUj do, virb all uut\ and 
checrfuln^fs, con’^ialulatc yoiii Majeliv's fafe return int« this 
yonr kingdom, after the many hazards ro which )\ u have ex- 
pofed your facred perfon; as alio the fu eefs or your arms in 
Ireland, Our prayers and wifties are, that Aln ighty God 
will fo profper your Majefty’s future enurpr’.zes, that they 
may at length cfFtcl au honourable and laitii e. peace to your 
own dominions, and the fecurity of your in i ;libours, from the 
injuries and invafions of the common opp.eifor ; and . * crave 
leave to join our hopes to thor; of your Majctty, that the vic- 
tories of the lart fuinmcr arc happy picfagcs tl'.ar fo it ftvill be : 
and, as the befl means we can coniiibutc to thefc good ends, 
we are refolved to flancl by, and aflifl your Maj cify to the 
utmoft of our power, in carrying on a vigorous war agalnil 
France. 


May it pleafe your inrtfl excellent Majefly, 

TXJTE, your Majefty’s inoft dutiful fubjeds, the CoTnirions 
in Parliament aflemblcd, humbly be fcecli your Majelty 
to accept our mofl heaity and imfei;;ued acknowledgments of 
yciur prudent care in the adinirli'lraiion of the government, 
whilft bis Majclfy expofed his facred perfon abroad for the 
fafety of his people, and the common intcreft of Chriflendom ; 
during whofc abfcnce, nothing could afford us fo much conu 
fort as your Majtlly’b rojal p rote ft ion, and your conflarit en- 
deavours for the benefit and fecurity of your people ; of which 
our hearts abound with a raofl grateful ftufe : and we beg 
kave to exprefs it, by aifiuing your Majefiy, that nothing fliaU 
ever be wanting on our part which may demonllratc our zeal 
for your Majefly ’s fl rvice, or which may any w'ays contribulQ 
to the honour and huppinefs of your icign. ' 


liis Majcjlys mo ft gracious, Speech y December 1691. 

My Lords and (gentlemen, 

T MUST not lofc this occafion of returning you my hearty 
thanks for the great proofs you continue to give me, of 
your zeal and refoluiion to fupport and aflifl me in the vi- 
gorous 
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goroiis •profvrciition of the Avar againft France next year : and, 
1 ailure you, it lhall he my grcatell care, that the alliftanccs- 
you glv\‘ •.uvt he fo applied, as to render tlicm the moft 
€irc(fbujl for thi s iuls you deiigu tiicm : bur 1 imilt lake notice 
to yoi!, at rlie Lin.e tiru’, with I'oiiic trouble, that the new year 
is already come, while out preparations for it are not only 
more !*,!ckv’ard, biir thole ot ^ur enemies, as we have reafon 
to lluiik, in jiLatcr forwardiitfs tiiaii they were the laii year* 
I hnd myftL’i t!u*reToic ncccHitated, from this conhderation, 
nH)(l; eariiellly I': i^co..unond to you, Gentlenun of the Houfe 
of CoiiuTiou'', ihe i. aliening of fuch further fiipplies as you 
defign to enable me wilii for the profecutioii of the w'ar. 

My J.oixls and Gentlemen, 

Tin / a Ion being lb far adianccd, this prefent felhons can- 
not admit of a much longer ('(mlinuance : and therefore, I 
mull recomineud to you the difpatch of all itich other bills 
«lfo, as you lliall judge necellary ior the public gooil. 


His Mcijcf.]s meji ^^'aclotis SpaeJj, February 24, 1692. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T RETURN jny hearty thanks to you all for the great demon- 
llrations you have given me of your affeflions in this fef- 
fions \ and of your zeal for the fupport of the government. 

And I mull thank you. Gentlemen of the Houfc of Com- 
mons, in particular, for the great fuppUcs you have granted for 
the profecutioii of the war : I alUirc you, I lhall lake care fo to 
dirpofe of the money you have given me for the public occa- 
fions, as that the whole nation may be entirely fat isfied with the 
application of it. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T think it proper to acquaint yon w^ith my intentions of going 
beyond Tea very fpceclily ; which, 1 am afraid, have been aL 
ready retarded more than is convenient for the prefent poftiirc 
of aifhirs : and, upon that account, I think it necelfary to put 
an entl to this prefent meeting \ the fcafon of the year being 
now fo very far advanced, that it may prove of the laft ill con^ 
fcquence to continue it any longer. 
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His MajeJiys mojl gracious Speech ^ November 4, 1692# 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM very glad to meet yon again in Parliament, where I have 
an opportunity of thanking you for the great fupplics you 
have given me for the profeention of this war : and 1 hope, by 
your advice and afli (lance, which has luver failed me, to*take 
fcich meafures as may be mofl proper for fupporting our com- 
mon intereft againft the excellive power of France. 

Wc hav^ great rcafon to rejoice in tlic happy victory, which, 
by the blciling of God, wc obtained at fca : and 1 wilh I could 
tell you, tliat tlie fuccefs at land liad been anfwciabic to it : I 
am fare, my own fubje^ls had fo remarkable a part in both, 
that their bravery and courage mult ever be remembered to 
their honour. 

The French arc repairing their lolfts at fca wilh great dili- 
gence ; and do defign to augment their land forces conlider- 
ably againft the next campaign : which makes it abfohitely ne- 
cclTary for our fafety, that, at leaft, as great a force be main- 
tained at fca and land, as wc had the lall year ; and therefore 1 
jnu(i afle of you, Gentiunen of the lioufc of Commons, a fup- 
ply fui table to fo great an occafion. 

I am very fenliblc how heavy this charge is upon my peo- 
ple : and it extremely afflicts me, that it is not polliblc to be 
avoided, w ithout expofing ourfclves to inevitable ruin and de- 
firudion. 

The inconvenience of fendingout of the kingdom great fums 
of ffjoney for the payment of the tioop*: abroad, is indeed very 
confiderable : and I fo much wifh it ci^nld be remedied, that, 
if you can fuggelt to me any methods foi the Aipport of them, 
which may lellcn :his inconvi nieii^c, I Ihall be ready to receive 
them with all the faiisfa^lion imaginable. 

My Lords and (icntlcmen, 

None can defire more tl an I do, that a defeent fhould be 
made into France: arul iheicfore, notwith'iaiiding the difap- 
pointmenls of that drfigii tins Jaft fumivj;, 1 iprend to attempt 
the next year with a mu. !i ip.oe ct'niiJcrablc force: and, fo 
foon'as I Ihall be enabled, all podiblc care and application fhall 
be ufed tow aids it. 

And, upon this occafiorj, I cannot omit taking notice of 
that fignai dcdiveraiicc which, hy the gOf>d providence of God, 
ive received the Lit fpring, to the difj ^pointincni and con^’ fion 
of our enemies dcligns and cxpeeiatiou:, "I'his has fufbc.cntly 
0tewn us, how much W'c aic expofed to the altcmpts.of France, 

while 
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while tRat King is In a coiulition *o make them: let us tlieie- 
fore improve the advantage we have at this time, of being 
joined vvith moll of the princes and dates of Europe, againli 
fo -dangerous an enemy. In this fiircly all men will agree, vvho 
have any love for their country, or any zeal for our reugion* 
I cannot therefore doubi, but you will con'inue to fiipport me 
in this war againd the declared enemy of ii\is nation ^ and 
that you will give ns fpeedy difpatch to the affaii . before you, 
as the nati.'ic and importance ot them will ailmit ; that our 
prtparatiohs may be timely and cffedual, for the prefervation 
of all that'is dear and valuable to us. 1 am fure 1 ean havfc no 
interert but wliat is your’s; we have tlic fame religion to de- 
fend ; and you cannot be moie c(»ncerned for the piefervntion 
of your liberties and propcrtiis than 1 am, that yon Ihoiild al- 
ways remain in the iull p‘oiilllion of them ; lor 1 have no aim 
but to make you a liappy people. 

Hitherto i b.ave n/ver fj.arid to expofe my own for 

the good and wcl^ ic of ti'i% nation: aivl I a n lo lliilible of 
your good a:f' lo me, tliat I ihall conlinuc lo do fo with 

great chccr^jinefs, upun al! ‘occafions wlierein I may contribute 
to the hoiioui aiid luivantagc of EnglaVid. 


Two Addrejjc$ by tic Hjufc of November li, 1 69s. 

To the KING. 

May it pleafe your Majcdy, 

TITE, your Majelly’s moll dutiful and loyal fubjetls, the 
Commons, in Earliaimiit ailembled, do beg leave to pay 
Our moll ['tumble acknowledgments to your Majclly for your 
mod gracious fpeech to both Houfes, at the ojiening of this 
fcllion ; wherein yuiir Majcdly Ihc'vs fo much ad'c< 5 llon to your 
fubjcdls, in taking notice of their bravery and courage, both by 
fea and larid ; and cxpredcs that fcnlihlc concern for the 
charges on your p'.oplc, and that tender regard for the prefer- 
vation of our religion, liberties, and properties, as mult ever 
be remembered with gratitude by all your faithful fubjcils. 

Wc do likewifc, with all thankfulnefs, acknowledge the 
favour and blclTing of God in relloring your Majcfty in fafety 
to your people, alter the many hazards and dangers to which 
you expofed your facred perfon ; that there might be nothing 
wanting cm your part lo oppofc the ambitious dcligns of our 
enemies, and to maintain the honour of England, and the li- 
berties of Europe. 

VcL. L 


Y 


Wc 
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We do alfo, In a particular manner, congratulate your deli- 
verance from tbe fecrel and open defigns, which the malice of 
your enemies had formed againd you. 

And we do aifure your Majcfly, that this Iloufc will always 
advife and affid your Majefty in the fupporling of your go- 
vcrnuicnt againll all your enemies. 

To the QUi'EN. 

May it pleafe your Majcfly, 

your loyal and obedient fubiccT", the Commons, ai'- 
fciiii)lcd ill Parliament, do beg leave to prelenl to your 
Majcfly our mofi: hiiriihlc and thankful acknowledgments, for 
your graci(His and prudent adrrdnifiration of tlic governnieiit, 
whild liis Maic-dy was hazarding Ids royal peiTon aliioad 
againd the declared enemy of our religion, and our nation. 
At a time w lien the greated part of Europe was fufreriiig the 
mifcrable c(rc<Sts of war, we, your MajcHy's fub}c<ds, under 
your aufplcious reign, enjoyed the bleflings of peace at home ; 
and not only received a lignai deliverance from a bold and cruel 
defign, formed and profecuted for our dcdnicVion, when it was: 
jud ready to be executed ; but faw your Majedy’s fleet relurn 
with fo complete and glorious victory, as Is not to he equalled 
in any former age, and can never be forgotten by poflcrily. 
We do humbly bcfccch your Majcfly to accept of this adu- 
ranee from your moll (luiiful fubjefts, that the grateful fend- 
we have oF our Iiappincfs under your government, fluill be aU 
w^ays manifefled in condant returns of duty and obedience, ar-d 
a firm rcfolution to .do ail that is in our power to render your 
reign fecurc and profperous. 


from his AJnjt'fly to the Ihuft of Commons ^ 
November 14 , 1692 . 

'T^HE Houfc of C<5minons having prefented an addrefs to llirt 
King, to diflblvc the prelent Kail India Company, aecord 
ing to the power refeived in their charter, and to conditulc j 
new one, his Majcfly took into ccnfuleratlon the proper me- 
thods of Complying with their dclires, and of fccuring elfec- « 
tually this advantageous trade to li e nation. 

But his Majedy, upon examination of the charter, and con- 
fulting with his judges and learned counfel, found, that he 
could not legally diifolvc the company but upon three years 
w^arning j and that, during the three years after warning, ilic 

company 
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company muft: fubfill, and might continue to trade: and that» 
though the King might conftitute a new company, yet he could 
not iinpowcr fiich new company to trade, till after three years; 
the crovvn having exprcfsly covenanted not to grant any fuch 
liberty. 

Hereupon his Majcfty was very apprehcnfive of the ill con- 
fcqiicnce of giving warning to the company, becaufe they 
wo'ifd then b..* lefs folicitous of promoiing the true interefts 
and advantage of a trade, whereof they would not long reap 
llic fruits ; and that no new company could hnineih • ely be 
admitted to it: fo that this very heneheial trade, wLLh is al- 
ready (o much impaired, might be in danger ot being entirely 
loll: to the naiinn. 

His MajcMy, being very defirous to prevent fo great a mif- 
chlef, and to gratify the Hoiife ot Commons in the end, lincc 
he could no! do it, without great liazard, in the manner they 
propofed, required the Kali India Co-'*^pany toanfwcr, di.crtly, 
whether they would fubmit to fuch regul.i'i ms as liis Majelty 
Ihoiilcl judge piopcT, aud molt likely to advance the trade : and 
the company having fuliy a*grccd to it, and hjclared ac'^ordingly 
their refoluiion in wri'iug, his Mi^elly commanded a com- 
mittee of his piivy c<)uncil to picnarc ngulations; which they 
d'd, and offered tliem tf) the company: but tltc coivipany, not- 
withltanding ihcir declaration of liibmillion, rejefted al mod all 
the material particulars. 

So that his iVlajeily, finding that wdiat pofiibly the Houfe of 
Commons might have expecled, and indeed was nccelfary to 
prefer ve this trade, could not be pcrfcdled by Ids own aurhori^ 
a-onc, and that the company could not be induced to confent 
to any fuch regulations as might have anfwered the inUnlions 
of the Houfe of Commons, and that the conctirrrnce of the 
Parliament is requilite to make a complete and ufeful Lttle- 
inent of this trade, has diredlcd all the proceedings in this 
matter to be laid before them ; and recommends to them the 
preparing fuch a bill, in order to pafs into an adl of Parlia- 
ment, as may tflablifh this trade on fuch fouiidaiioiis as are 
moll likely to preferve and advance it. 


His MajeJiys mojl gracious Speech^ November 7, 1693. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM always glad to meet you here ; and I could heartily wilh 
that our fatisfadlion were not lellencd at prefent, by rcfle£l- 
ing upon the difadvantages we have received this year at land, 
and the mifearriages in our affairs at fea. I think it is evident, 

V % that 
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that the former was only occafioncd by the great number of our 
enemies, which exceeded our’s in all places : for what relates 
to the latter, (which has brought fo gieat a difgracc upon the 
nation,) 1 have refented it extremely ; and as 1 will take care 
that thofe wdio have not done their duty thall be piiiiilhcd, I'o 
I am refolvcd to ufe my utmoft endcavouis that our power at 
fca may be rightly managed for i lie future : and it may well 
dcTeive your c( 7 nllderatinji, whether wt are not detedive both 
in tlte number of oiir fliipping, and in proper ports to the ucli- 
Ward, for the better annoying onr enemies, and prot. ding our 
trade, which is fo cilciitial to the welfare of tltis kingdom. 

My Lords and (icnilcmcn, 

I am very fcnfihle of the good afFedlnn wlicrewitli you have 
alw'ays atlidcd me to fupport l!ie charges of this ar, wind' 
have been very great ; and yet I am ’peiTuaded, that the e.\pe- 
lienee of this Cummer is fullidcnt locon\ime ns all, that lo 
arrive at a good end of it, tlierc will be a ncedlity ot inciealing 
our forces, btitli by ha and land ilic next year. Onr all ts have 
refolved to add it> their's ; and 3 wifi not doubt but you will have 
fuch regard to the prefent exigcncY> as that you will give me a 
fuitable fnpply, to enable me to do iCe like : I nnii'i: ihcrcforo 
carnclfly iccominend it to )ou, vjontleincii of the i*l»)ure of 
Commons, to take fuch timely rcfolntion, as that 3 ’oiir fupplies 
may be cfFedual, and onr [kc paiatioiis fo foiward, as will be 
neceiliiry both for the fccurily and ilic liunoiirof tiic n:uic»n. 


IZcprcjcntnOon hy I lo: !c of Cirtirncn^ to I 'r: Jllajcpy^ 
Jauuaty 27, 1603-4. 

May it pleafe your mofi excellent Majcflv, 

X^rrE, )v)iir Majdly’s mofl untilnl and loyal fubjed.s, the 
^ Commons, in Pa’.^iament adlmbled, think ourfclvc"> 
bound in duty to your Mujdly humbly to reprefent, that the 
iifagc in Parliament in all times hath bcLii, that wlnit bills 
have been agreed by both lioufes, for the redrefs of grievances, 
or other public good, have, when tendered to the throne, ob- 
tained the royal alfciit : and that there arc very few inilances, 
in lormcr reigns, where fuch alfent, in fuch cales, hatli not 
been given ; arid ihofe attended with great inconve.-ncncics to 
tlie crown of lOngkind, efpccially where the fame hatii been 
withheld, by infiniiations of particular perfons without tlic 
advice of the privy council, thereby creating great dilfatisfac- 
tions and jealonlics in the raiiids of your people. 




Yo'sr 
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Your Commons, therefore, out of ihcir finccrc clcfirc of tlie 
Avclfare of your Majefty, and your goveinmcnt, and that you 
may always reign, in profperity and happinefs, in the affedion 
of your fubjeds, cannot, without grid' of heart, refled, that 
fmee your Majelty’s acceflion to the crown, fcveral public 
hills, made by advice of both Houfes of Parliament, liave not 
obtained the royal affent ; and in particular, one bill, iuiitulcd, 

An ad touching free and impartial proceedings in Parlia- 
ment wliich was made to redrefs a grievance, and lake off a 
fcandal relating to the proceedings of your Commons in Par- 
liament : after they had freely voted great fupplics for the pub- 
lic occafions ; which tliey can impute to no other caufe than 
tile infiiuiations of particular perfons, who take upon them, 
for their own particular cuds, to ad\irc your Majeily contrary 
to the advice of Parliament ; and ilicrcforc cannot but look 
on fnch as enemies to your Majeffy and your kingdom. 

Upon ihcfe con Iklc rat ions*, we humbly befcccli yoiir Majeffy 
to believe, that none can have fo great a concern and inlerelt 
in the profpcrily and happinefs of your Majeily and your go- 
vernment, as your two HouVes of Parliament : and do therefore 
humbly pray, that, for^lhe future, Voiir Majeffy would gra- 
cioully be plcafcd to hearken to the advice of y(Hir Parliaiiienr, 
and not to the fecrct advices of particular j)erfons, wlio may 
have private inteicffsof tlieirown, fepaiatc trum the tiuc 
left of yotir Majefty and your people. 


Ilis Afttjcjlys Aufwcry Januaiy 31, 1694, 
Gentlemen, 

T AM very fenfible of the good afFedions you have exprefled to 
me upon many occafions, and of the /.cal you have Ihewn 
for our common inicrcff ; I ffiall make life ot this opportuniiJT' 
to tell you, iliat no prince ever had a higher elteem for the con- 
ffitntiou of the Eiiglifli government than myfelf ; and that I 
lhall ever have a great regard to the advice ot Parliaments. I 
am pcrffuulcd, that noiliing can fo much conduce to the happi- 
iiefs and welfare ot this kingdom, as an entire confidcincc 
between the King and people; which I lhall, by all means, 
endeavour to preferve : and 1 aflurc you, I (hall look upon fuch 
perfons to be my enemies, who lhall advife any thing that may 
Icll'en it, 
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His MajiJiy s mcjl grarious Speech^ Alarch 23, 1694^ 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T^^HEN I ct.m'idcr liow far the year is advanced ; what pre- 
^ parations 0111 cnemi s make to be early in the field ; and 
how necelfary it i-, that we fhor.ld be ready to meet them, both 
by fj^'a and land, I mud eaincftly recommend to you the dif- 
paich of iliofc imporiaiit affairs which you have under youi 
delibeiation. 

I am very fcnfiblc of the good affeftion w'hLh you have 
fljewn in ihi'', as well as foimer feffions, by enabiii.g me to 
carry on the war we arc engaged in for our common larcty : 
there nothing I hn\e fo much at my heart as the cafe and 
happinefs of my people ; and it is w;il. great reludlaucc that I 
am forced to afk fuch large fiipplies : but, fince our prclent 
circunillanccs make this unavoidable, it fhall be iny endeavour, 
that the funis which are given fhall be laid out, in the bell 
manner, to theufes for which they,are defigned. 


Gentlemen of the H 6 ufe of Commons, 

• 

I take this occafion to mention to you the debt for tire tranf- 
port ihips, which were ufed in the reducing of Ireland : it 
grieves me exceedingly to fee fuch a number of perfons, who 
came fo freely in, tor fo good a fervice, brought to the lall 
extremities, for want of what is due to them ; it is not pollible 
for me to difeharge this debt without your help; and as I 
doubt not bu^ you have a jull commiferaiion of their cafe, fo I 
hope you will find out fomc way for their relief. 


His MujeJiy^s moji gracious Speech ^ Hovember 12, 1694. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

T AM glad to meet you here, w'hen I can fay, our affairs are 
^ in a belter poflure, both by fea and land, than when we part- 
ed lad 

Ti he enemy has not been in a condition to oppofe our fleet in 
thefe feas \ and our fending fo great a force into the Mediter- 
ranean has difappointeci their dcllgns, and leaves us a profpeft 
of tiirtlier fuccefs. 

With refpeft to the war by land, I think, I may fay, that 
this year a (top has been put to the piogrefs of the French 
arms. 


Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I have had fo much experience of your good afTeflion to me, 
and of your zeal for the public, that I cannot doubt of your 
aflillance at this time : I do, therefore, carntilly recommend to 
you, to provide fuch fupplies as may enable me to profccuie llic 
war with vigour ; which is the only means to procure peace to 
Clirillcndom, with the fafety and honour of England. 

1 mult likewife put you in mind, that the acl of tonnage and 
poundage expires at Chridmas: and I hope you will think lit 
to continue that revenue to the crowm ; whicli is the more no- 
ceUary at this time, in regard the fcvcral branches of the reve- 
nue are under great anticipations for extraordinary cxpeiifcs of 
the war, and fubjedf to many demands upon other accounts, 

I cannot but mention to you again the debt for the tranfport 
fliips employed in the reducing of Ireland ; which is a cafe of 
companion, and deferves relief. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I lliould be glad you w'ould take into your confideration the 
preparing fomc good bill f«r the encouragement of our feamcn ; 
vou cannot but be fcnfible how much#a law of this nature would 
tend to the advanceincn? of trade, and of the naval ftrciiglh of 
the kingdom ; which ib our great inlerejl:, and ought to be our 
principal care. 


Addrefs to his Alajcfty hy the lUiijc of Commons^ 
l^uember 29, 1694. 

Moft gracious and dread Sovereign, 

your Majeily’s moft diiliful and loyal fiibjcfts, the 
Commons, in Parliament airembled, being deeply fen- 
iible of the great misfortune which hath befallen your Majefty, 
and this kingdom, by the death of our molt gracious C^icen, 
do, with imfpcakable grief of heart, humbly beg leave to con- 
dole the irreparable lofs of that moft excellent princefs, the belt 
of woir.eu ; to enumerate whofe virtues \\erc to aggravate our 
forrow. 

VVe cannot, at the fame time, but blcfs God for the prefer- 
vation of your Majefty to us, on wliole life the welfare and 
happinefs of this kingdom, and the liberties of Europe, do iix 
fo great a rncafurc depend ; humbly beiecching your Majefty 
fo to moderate your grief, under this afflidlion, as not to pre- 
judice or endanger your health ; and that your Majefty would 
pleafe to take fugh further care of your royal perlon, that we 

Y 4 " may 
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may all enjoy the blcffing of your Maje/ly’s long life, and 
happy reign. 

We do alfo look upon it as a duty we owe to your Majefty, 
to oi^rfclves, and to tliofe we rcprcLnt, to take this occalion of 
affiiring your Majelly, that we, your faiihlul Commons, will 
ahvays, lo the utmoll of our power, (land by, fnpport, and 
defend your Majeliy, und your government, againlt all youi 
enemiLS, both at hijine and abroad. 


His Afajfjif'i AnJvjcr^ Jcmuai^y i, 1694-5. 
Gentlemen, 

T TAKR very kindly your care of me, and the pnblic ; efpe* 
cially at this lime, v\hcn 1 am able to think of nothing but 
our great lofs. 


RLprij^ntatlon to his jilojrfJyy by the Huufe of CommortSy 
Fibnuny 26, j/)95. 

^n^E, your Mjj<.lly*s ihoft dutiful and loyal fiibjcfl.®, the 

^ Commons, in this prefent Parliament alTembled, do, 
from a true and unfe igned zeal for your Majcfly's perfoii and 
government, which Ciod long prtferve ! and fiom the obliga- 
tion that li;ih. t:pon us, in behalf of ihofe whom vve reprefent, 
moft hiimbh lay before Majclly the grievance we lie 

under, by fonie of the olHccrs and fokliers 01 the army, in 
railing money u[)on the country under pretence of fubliiicnce; 
which is (ucli a violation of the liberty and property of your 
fubjcdls, that it needeth no aggravation. 

This is, in great mcafiire, occahoned by the undue pradliccs 
of fome of the agents and officers ; the particulars of which we 
beg leave to lay before )our Majelty, in order to thp more 
cffedfual preventing the like mifearriages for the future. 

1. Some of tittdr agents, amonglt other their ill praflicc.s, 
have detained the money due to the foldicrs in their hands, and 
made life r.f it to their own advantage, inflcacl of immAliatcly 
npplyi'ig it to the fubnilcnce of the officers and foldicis for 
whom ihrjy were intruded. 

2. Tlicir intolerable exailions and great extortions upon the 
officers and foldicrs, for paying money bv way of advance ; 
their charging more lor ihcdifcoimt of tallies than they a6fu- 
ally paid : by whicli fraudulent impofiiig upon thofc who ferve 
in yoiir Majedy's armies, it appeareth, that notwithftanding 
they have a greater pay than is given in any other part of the 
world, they are yet reduced to inconveniencics and extremities, 

which 
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which ought not to be put upon ihofe who venture their livei 
for the honour and fafety of the nation. 

3. In particular, Colonel Haftings hath compelled fdme 
ofRcers of his regiment to take their cloaihs from hitn, at ex- 
travagant rates, by confining and threatening thofe who would 
not comply therewith ; by which the authority that may be nc- 
celfary to be lodged in the colonel over the inferior officers, in 
feme’ cafes, is mifapplied, and extended, fo as to promote a 
private advantage of his own, without any regard to your Ma- 
jelly’s fervice, or to thedifcipline of the army. 

4. Colonel riallings’s agent hath prefumed fraudulently to 
detain five hundred guineas, out of a bour\J;y given by your 
Majcfty to the officers of that regiment, under pretence of giving 
them as a bribe to obtain the fame ; to the di (honour ol your 
Majelly, and injury to the officers thereof : and hath taken 
two pence per pound out of the money due to the officers and 
foldicrs ^ for which dcdu6lion there being no warrant, the cOr 
loncl, wliofc fervanl t!ic agent is, is anlwerable. 

5. ('olonel Haflings’s agent hath retiifed, or negle£lcd, to 
give an account of the pay due to the captains of his regiment, 
and their companies, w^^ich tends apparently to the defrauding 
the officers and foldicrs. 

6. Some of the agents affume to themfelves the liberty of 
making great dcdudlions ; which, fince they know not how to 
jullifv, they endeavour to cover, by putting them under the 
Ihcltcr ot the uncertain head of contingencies ; w hich giveth 
them the better opportunity of hiding the frauds and abufes 
that W( uld otherwife be more liable to be detected 

7. Colonel Haltings hath difeharged an cnlign, by putting 
another into his room, contrary to the true difcipline of an 
army ; from which the colonels have no right to exeinpt tliem- 
felves, to enlarge their own authority, to the prejudice of your 
Majelly ’s fervice, and of the officers who ferve under them. 

8. Colonel Hallings hath taken money lor the recommending 
to commands in his regiment, to the great clifcouragcment of 
the officers, who are to ferve in your Majelly's armies ; who 
ought to be fuch as deferve their commands, and not fuch as 
pay f('r tlscm. 

Thefc things we moft humbly reprefent to your Majeffy, 
in confidence of having them redreiFcd by your Majefty’s jiillicc 
and wifdom. 

Your loyal Commons, as they have been always ready to 
fnpply your Majcfty, cannot but be fenfible of fuch mifear^ 
riages, as may cither diminiffi the ilrcngth ot your armies, or 
the affedlions of your people : and it is troin a piinciple of the 
higheft duty, that v/e take this way of applying ourfelves to 
' ^ your 
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jour Majefly for rcclrefs ; having an entire afTiirance, thdt this 
our moll humble rcprelcntaiion will not only be gracloufly ac^ 
cepted ; but that our expeftations from it will be fully 
anfwercd. 


His Majejiy* i JnJvjcr^ Match 6 , 1695. 
Gentlemen, 

T WILL confider your reprefentation, and take all care 
poaible to have the grievances rcdrcHcd. 


Speech hy Paul Foley ^ Efq, the Speaker clc^y Alar eh 15, 1695. 
May it pleafe your moll excellent Majefly, 

Commons of England, in Parliament alFcmbled, hav- 
ing, by a very extraordinary occafion, loll the fcrvice of 
their late Speaker, proceeded to a new elcdlion : and being 
commanded by your Majefly to pipfcnt their Speaker at this 
time and place, they now wait on your Majefly, in full Par- 
liament, to prefent me to fuccccd, on whom they have iinanL 
inbully agreed. 

I mull acknowledge myfelf very unfit for fo great an em- 
ployment, and wifh they have not done themfclvcs a prejudice 
therein ; which they miglit have avoided, having choice of 
many much more able members for that fervice : but I dare 
not oppofe my own opinion to that of fo great a body as the 
Commons of England : and therefore, with your Majefly *s 
approbation, am ready to ferve your Majefly and them to the 
utmoll of my abilities. 

If they find tliemfelves, on trial, miflakcn ; and that f can* 
► not anfwcr their expe£lations ; though liitherto they will not 
allow me to cxcufe myfelf, yet then 1 hope they Avill ; and 
provide one more fit for your Majefly ’s and their fcrvice. 


The Lord Keeper fpakc thus ; 

Mr. Folkv, 

TpHE King has taken notice of the modcfly which you have 
(hewn in foraking of yourfclf ; and how juft a fenfe you 
l\ave expreffed ot the weight and difficulty of the employment 
to which you arc called : but his Majefly has- commanded me 
to tell you, that he is fo well afTured of your dutiful afFeflion to 
his fervice, and fo fully fatisfied of your integrity, your abili- 
ties, your induftry, and application to bufinefs, and your ex- 
perience 
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pertence in the cufloms and orders of Parliament, that he doe's 
•well allow of the choice that the Houfe of Commons have made, 
and does approve of you for their Speaker. 


After the Lord Keeper’s fpeech, the Speaker replied : 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

T WITH humility and ihankfiilnefs acknowledge your Ma- 
jelly’s great favour, and hope your Majefty’s approbation 
■will be a great afliltance to me in the dife harge of my duty. 

Not to mifpend time, now very precious for your Majefty 's 
affairs, I ftiall only make it my humble rcqiicft, that what- 
ever miftakc or fault 1 may commit, your Majefty will not 
impute it to your Commons ; and for myfelf, not committing 
any wilfully, I cannot doubt of your Majefty’s gracious 
pardon. 


His MajcJlys mojl gracious Speech^ April 22, 1695. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T TAKE this occalion to tell you, that the feafon of the year Is 
fo far advanced, and the circumftances of affairs are fo pref- 
fing, that I very carncftly recommend to you the fpeedy dif- 
patching fuch bulinefs as you think of mofl importance for the 
public good, becaufe I muft put an end to this fellion in a fevf 
tlays. 


Speech by the Speaker of the Houfe of Cormnons^ Nov^ 23, 1 ^ 95 * 

May it pleafe your mofl excellent Majefty, 

^THE Commons in England, alfcmblcd in Parliament b/ 
^ your Majefty’s writ, having no capacity to fpeak here, or 
adl, according to the courfe of Parliament, without a Speaker, 
have proceeded to the choice of one, according to your Majef- 
ty’s command, thereby to fit themielves for the fcrvicc of your 
Majefty, and your kingdoms. 

And, although they have plenty of clioice members, every 
■way more able and fit for this employment than myfelf, they 
have determined their choice on me, wlio am very fen fi hie of 
my own infirmities, and thereby unfitnefs to tranfacl fucli 
weighty affairs as will be requifitc to be determined this 
feftion. 

But not being able to prevail wjth them to cxcufc me, they 
here attend your Majefty, in full Parliament, to prefent me 
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to your Pilajclly as iheir Speaker, who am ready, with* your 
Majefty’s approbation, to ierve your MajcRy and them to the 
•utmoft of my ability. 

Whereupon the Right Honourable the Lord Keeper ac- 
quainted the Hoiife, that his Majefly had been pleafed to 
approve of the choice they had made ; and allowed of Mr. 
Foley to be Speaker. 

Whereupon, Mr. Speaker returned his Majcfty thanks for 
bis gracious approbation, and acceptance of his fcrvicc : and 
bumbly prayed, in the name of the Commons, that his Majcfty 
would begracioufly pleafed to allow and confirm all their an- 
cient rights and privileges ; particularly, that they might have 
liberty and freedom of fpcech in all their debates ; that their 
perfons, ellatcs, and fervants might be free from arrefts and 
troubles ; that they might have accefs to his royal perfqn, as 
occafion fhall require ; that his Majcfty would have a gracious 
opinion ot all their actions ; and that, if himfelf at any lime 
ihoiild miftake, he might have his Majefty’s favourable inter- 
pretation, and gracious pardon. 

Whereupon, the Lord llceper, by hjis Majefty’s command, 
faid. That his Majcfty was pleafed to fay, that he was fully 
afiiiredot the prudence and difcrclion, as well as of the affec- 
tions, of his Hoiifc of Commons ; and that, as to the fuit made 
in their name, his Majcfty didmott willingly grant to them all 
their privileges, in as full a manner as they v/cre ever granted 
by any of his royal pi;cdeceirors. 


His Afajejfy s mojl gracious Speech ^ November 26, 1695. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

IT is with great fatisfadlion that I meet you here this day, 
being afliircd of a good dirpofuion in my Parliament, wdicii 
I have had Inch full proofs of the aftbtlion of my people, by 
ihcir behaviour during my abfence, and at my return. 

I was engaged in the prefent war by the advice of my firft 
Parliament, who ihought it nccelVary for the defence of our 
religion, and for the prefervation of the liberties of Europe ; 
the lall Parliament, with great chcerfulnefs, did affift me to 
carry it on \ and I cannot doubt, but that your concern for the 
common fafety will oblige you to be imanimoiifly zealous in 
Ihe^ profecution of it : and I am glad, that the advantages 
which we have had this year, give us a reafonable ground of 
hoping for further fuccefs hereafter, 

Uport 
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Upon tills occadon, I cannot but take notice of the coitragC 
and bravery the Englifli troops have Ihcwn this lail fiimmer; 
which, I may fay, luis anrwered their higlicll eluiadlcr in any 
age: and it will not be denied, that, wiihout the concurrence 
of the valour and power of luigland, it were impollible to put 
a flop to the ambition and greatnefs of FranccI 

Gentlemen of the Iloiifcof Commons, 

I think it a great misfortune, that, from the beginning of 
my reign, I have been forced to afk fo many and fnch large aids 
of my people^ and yet, I am coubdent you will agree with me 
in opinion, that there will he, at Icafl, as great fupplies rccjiii- 
f'lle fo! c.'iiyingon ihc war by lea and land this year, as were 
giM’itedin llie laic feriion; the rather, bccanfc on r enemies are 
angmcnling the troo|r>, and the neoclllty of ineroaling oiir (hip- 
ping does plainly nj-spear: 

Idle funds which have been given, ha\c proved very defi-^ 
den 1 1 

'I'nc cor.dillon of the ci^il lift is fnch, that il will not be pof- 
ft’nlc for me to fnbfifl:, unlefs that, matter be taken into your 
care : « 

And companion obliges me fo mention the miferable cir- 
cnmllancos of the French proteilants, w'ho fnlFcr for their 
religion* 

And therefore, Gentlemen, I moft carncftly recommend to 
you lo provide a fiippiy fnilablc to thefe fevcral occalions. 

I mull likcw'ife take notice of a gieat diftienhy we lie under 
at this time, by reafon of the ill ftate of the coin; the redrefs 
wiiich may perhaps prove a further charge lo the nation; 
but this is a matter of fo general concern, and of fo very great 
importance, that I have ihciight fit to leave it entirely to the 
con fiderat toil of my Parliament. 

I did recommend to liie laft Parliament, the forming fome 
good bill for the encouragement and increafe of feamen : J hppe 
you will not let this fclhon pafs without doing foincwhat in it ; 
and that you will conlidcr of fiich laws as may he proper for the 
advancement of trade; and will have a particular regard to 
that of the Eaft Indies, left it ftiould be loii to the nation : and, 
while the w'ar makes It ncceirary to have an army abroad, I 
could wiih fome w^ay might bethought of to raife the ncceifary 
recruits without giving occafion of complaint. • 

My deft re to meet my people in a new Parliament has made 
the (opening of this feflion very late; which I hope you will 
have fuch jegard to, as to make all poftible difpatch of the 
great bufinefs before you; and will call to mind, that, by the 
long continuance of the laft fellion, w e did not only lofc advan- 

tage?. 
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iagcs, which wc might have had at the beginning of the cam- 
paign, but gave the enemy fiich an opportunity as might have 
proved very fatal to us: and 1 am the more conce rned to prefs 
this, becaufeof the great preparations which the French make, 
to be early in the field this year. 

My Lords, 

I have had fuch experience of your good alTedlions, and I 
have fuch an entire faiisfadlion in the choice w'hich my people 
have made of you, Cjcntlcmen of the Hoiife of Commons, that 
I promife myfclf a lu-ppy concInlio]i of this feilion, iinlefs you 
fuffer yoiirfclvcs to be miHed into Heats and diviiions: 'wliich, 
being the only hope oui enemies have now left, I make no doubt 
but you will entirely difappoiiit by your prudence and love to 
your country. 

AeUrefs by the Hov/e of Commons^ Novctyibcr 27, l695. 

May it pleafe your Maiefty, 

■W®A your Majefty’s ^noll dutiful and loyal fubjedls, the 
Commons of Fnyiand, in Parli.^mcnt alfemblcd, rcHedl:- 
ing upon the great crlamitics from uliich we were delivered, 
and the many benefits \nc daily receive, by ilic protcdlion and 
influence of your Maicllv’s government, do, with all thank- 
fulnefs to Almighty God, congratulate the glorious facet fs of 
your Majefly’s arms abioad, the prefervation of your facred 
perfon frotn the many ha/.ards to v»'hlch you have expofed 
yoiirfelf, and the bkiling ol yoiii being returned to us again in 
fafety. 

We bfg leave, at the fiime time, humbly to reprefent to your 
Majefty our grateful fenfe of your Majefty’s favour, in lia- 
\ing given fuch demon fl ration to the world, and to us, thar 
you repofe an entire trull and confidence in the afieftiuns of 
your people ; for which we know no way of making any return 
fo fuitable, as by giving yonr iVlajefty this aifvuance, that we, 
and thofe your moll faitliful Commons, whom we reprefeut, 
are refolved to defend and fuppoit your Majefty, and your 
government, againft all your enemies both at home and abroad; 
and that we will effcftiially allill your Majefty in the profecu- 
tion of the prefent war ; in which you are engaged for the fafety 
of England, and the liberty of Europe. 
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AnJvjer by his MajeJly^ November 2g, v 
Gentlemen, 

T HEARTILY thank you for the marks you give me of youf 
aff*e6li(in: our interefts are infeparable; anJ there is nothing 
I wifli fo much as the happinefs of this country, where GoJ 
has-p!accd me. 


• ' Addrefs by both Houje^ of Parliament^ December 14, 1695. 

WE( the Lords fpiriliial and temporal, and Commons, in 
Parliament a.'embled, ha', taken into our coniidcra- 
tion tile italc (^f the trade of this kingdc.i •■, do hud, kjat be- 
fidcs many otlier uiiadvnntagcs and dilhciiliies it now lies under, 
an aA ot Parliament tlial h:-i’h lately rece ived ycnir Majedy’s 
royal ufTent in your kingdom of Sooihind, I'or cie6ling a com- 
pany itrading to Alrlca and the indies, is 111 .ly lo biing many 
great/ prejudices and miifchici’s to all your IVTaielly’s Jnbje£ls 
that aie concerned in tbc'weahli or trade (d this nation: and 
therefore, in all duty to your Majtffiy, and tlie care we ought 
to have of this kiiigdoin, we do hnm]>ly repn:fcnt to your Ma- 
jefty, that the laid acl: doc^ provide, that all Ihips, vcHels, mer- 
chandife, good^, and oflicr whatfoever, belonging to 

that company, lljall be free from all manner of redraintsor pro- 
hibitions, and of all cuftoms, tnxr'', ftdVes, fnpplies, and other 
duties, impofed, or to be impofed, by aft of Parliament, or 
othcrwlfc, for the I'pucc of oiic-and-lwciity years; and further, 
that the faid company, v\ hofe members, olnccrs, fervants, or 
others belonging thereto, ihall be free, both in their perfons, 
eftates, and goods, employed in the faid flock and trade, from 
all manner of taxes, felfcs, fnpplies, excil’cs, quartering of fol- 
diers, tranfient or local, or levying of foldiers, or other im- 
pofitions whalfocvcr, during the fpace of oiie-and-twehty 
years. 

By rcafon of which great advantages granted to the Scotch 
Eaft-Iudia Company, and the duties and difficulties that lie 
upon that trade in England, a great part of the Hock and Ihip- 
ping of this nation will be earned thither; and, by this means, 
Scotland be made a free port for all Eaft- India commodities; 
and, confeqiiently, thofe feveral places in Europe, which were 
fupplied from England, will be furniftied from thence much 
cheaper than can be done by the Englilh ; and, therefore, this 
nation Avill lofe the benefit of fupplying foreign parts with thofe 
commodities, which hath always been a great article in the 
balance of our foreign trade: moreover, the faid comraodiiics 

win. 
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will unavoidably be brought by the Scotch into England by 
ftealth, both by fca and land, to the vaft prejudice of the En- 
glifli trade and navigation, and to the great detriment of your 
Majedy in your ciiitoms: and, when once that nation lhall 
have fettled themfelves in plantations in America, our com- 
merce in tobacco, fugar, cotton- wool, fl^iris, malls, “-tc. will 
be utterly loll ; becaulc tlie privileges of that nation, g.«a*i^cri to 
them by this a^, are fuch, tiuit tlic kingdom mull be tlienia- 
gazine for all thofe commodities; and the Englilh plantations, 
and the traffick thcieof, loft to us, and the exportation of 
own itjanufart tires yearly decrcafed.^ 

Eclides ihcfe, and many other obftrii6l ions that tlds^cl will 
unavoidably bring to the general trade of this nation, another- 
claiife in the faid a< 5 l, whereby your Majefty promifts to inter • 
pofe your authority, to have rcllitution, icparation, and fatis- 
fadion made for any damage that may be done to any of the 
Ihips, goods, mcrchandifc, perfons, or other effeds vjialfo- 
ever, belonging to the faid company, and that upon the 'public 
charge, does feein to engage your Majefty to employ the {hip- 
ping and ftreiigth at fca of this nation, to fupport this new 
company, to the great dctiimeiu even of tliis kingdom. 

All which great prejudices, inconvenicncies, and mifehiefs, 
arifing by the faid ad, we, in all duty and ffiithfulnefs, lay 
before your Majefty. 


jiddrefs hy tbf IT’jkJc of CoK'mons to hh MajtJ}y^ 
Dcccjnbcr 14, 1695. 

May it pleafe your moll excellent Majeftv, 

your Majefty ’s moll dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
knights, citizens, and bnrgeftcs, in Parliament, having 
taken into our fcrioiis conlideration, the great mifehiefs which 
this your kingdom lies under, by reafon that the coin which 
paifes in payments is generally clipped ; and being humbly of 
opinion, that the moil elfedlual way to put a flop to this “vil, 
is, to prevent the currency thereof, as foon as your Majefty, 
in your great willloin, lhall think fit; do inolf humbly addref^ 
your Majefty to iiUic out your royal proclamation, ifi^d thereby 
appoint fuch day or days, as to your Majefty lhall fcein meet ; 
after which, no clipped crowns, or half-crowns, be allowed in 
payment, or to pafs ; except only to the colledors and re- 
ceivers of your Majefty’s revenues and taxes, or upon loans, 
and payments into your exchequer: and likewife to appoint 
if^ch other day or days, after which they lhall not pafs iii any 
y^yoicnt whatfoever. 

•• And 
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And we furllier humbly bcfeech your Majefty to Appoint 
fuch other day or days^ after which, no other money clipped 
within the ring be allowed in payment, or to pifs, except only 
to the coUeftors and receivers of your Majefty’s revenues and 
taxes, or upon loans, or payments into your" exchequer: and 
likewife, to appoint fuch other day or days, after which no 
fu^\h4gcn\cy (hall pafs in any payment whatfoever. 


His Majeflys Anjwer the joint Addrefs^ December i8, 1695. 

T HAV^been ill ferved in Scotland; but, I hope, fome rc- 
*■ medies may be found to prevent the inconveniencies which 
may arife from this acSt. 


Addr\ fs by the Haufc of Commons to the Kingy fan* 1 7, 1696* 

Majf it pleafe your moft excellent Majefty, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubje£b, the 
knights, citizens, and biirgefTes, in Parliament aifem- 
bled, humbly lay before^ your Majefty, that whereas there is a 
grant palling to William, Earl of Portland, and his heirs, of 
the manors of Denbigh, Bromfield, and Yale, and divers other 
lands, in the principality of Wales; together with feveral 
eftatesof inhjritance enjoyed by many of your Majefty’s fub- 
je6ls by virtue of ancient grants from the crown. 

That the faid manors, with the large and extenfive royalties^ 
powers, and jurifdi<Slions, to the fame belonging, arc of great 
concern to your Majefty, and the crown of this realm ; and 
that the fame have been ufually annexed to the principality of 
Wales, and fettled on the princes of Wales for their fupport ; 
and that a great number of your Majefty’s fubjedis, in ihofe 
parts, hold their eftates by royal tenure, under great and valu- 
able compofitions, rents, royal payments, and ferviccs to the 
crowr ^nd princes of Wales; and have, by fuch tenure, great 
dep' nee on your Majefty, and the crown of England ; and 
hr njoyed great privileges and advantages, with their eftates, 
T fuch tenure : 

We therefore moft humbly befecch your Majefty to put a 
.op to the paiTing this grant to the Earl of Portland of the faid 
manors and lands; and that the fame may not be difpofed from 
^he crown but by confent cf Parliament ; for that fuch a grant 
ts in diminution of the honour and intereft of the crown, by 
placing in a fubjedl fuch large and exteniive royalties, powers, 
^nd jurifdiAions, which ought only to be in the crown ; and 
VoL. I. Z will 
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will fever that dependence, which fo great a number of your 
Majefly's fubjeds, in thofc parts, have on your Majefty and 
the crown, by rcafon of their tenure j and may be to their 
great oppreilion in thofe rights which they have purchafed, 
and hitherto enjoyed with their eftates ; and alfo, an occafion 
•of great vexation to many of your Majefty*s fulfils, w^ho 
have long had the abfolute inheritance of fevcral 
prehended in the faid grant to the Earl of Portland, “by. i*icicnt 
grants from thfe crown. 


His MajcJlys Anfwcry yanuaiy 23, 169^ 


Gentlemen, . 4^ 

T HAVE kindnefs for my Lord Portland ; which ht has de- 
ferved of me by long and faithful fcrvices; but l^fhould 
not have given him thefe lands, if I had imagined th^^Houfe 
of Commons could have been concerned : 1 will tl ereforc 
recall the grant, and find fome other way of lliewings my fa- 
vour to him. 


His Majejlfs moji gracious Speech^ Fehruaty 24, 1696. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM come hither this day upon an extraordinary occafion, 
which might have proved fatal, if it had not been difap- 
pointed by the Angular mercy and gc^odnefs of God ; and may 
now, by a continuance of the fame Providence, and our own 
prudent endeavours, be fo improved, as to become a fulficicnt 
warning to us, to provide for our feenrity againfi the pernicious 
pra£lices and Attempts of our enemies. 

I have received feveral concurring informations of a defign 
to afiallinatc me ; and that our enemies, at the fame time, arc 
very forward in their preparations for a fudden invafion of this 
kingdom ; and have, therefore, thought it nccefiary to lofe no 
time in acquainting my Parliament with thefe things; in^hicb 
the fafety of the kingdom, and the public welfare, ai^i fo 
nearly concerned, that, I allure myfelf, nothing, will be on'it-^ 
ted on your part, which may be thought proper for our pre- 
font or future fecurity. 

I have not been w^anting to give the neceffary orders for the 
fleet ; and, I hope, we have fuch a llrengtb of ihips, and in 
fuch a readinefs, as will be fufficient to difappoint the inten* 
fioiM of our enemies. 

, I have alfo difpatched orders for bringing home fuch a nun|t« 
ftcr of oux troops, as may fecure us from any attempt. 


Some 
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Sonfe of the confp'irators againft ttiy perfon are already lii 
cuftody, and care is taken to apprehend fo many of the reft as 
are difvovered ; and fuch other orders are given, as the prefent 
exigency of affairs does abfolutely require at this time, for the 
public fafejy. 

y^'brds and Gentlemen, 

HIlv j^oiv acquainted you with the danger which had threat- 
ened us, cannot doubt of your readinefs and zeal to do every 
thing which you (hall judge proper for our common fafety : 
and, I pgtfuade myfelf, we muft be all fenlible, how neceflary 
it is, ir?our prefent circflmftahces, that all poffible difpatch 
(lioiild b; given to the buiinefs before you. 


h ts MajuJiy^s mojl gracious Speech, Offober ao, 1696. 

My ^otds and Gentlemen, 

T HA-^E called yoli together ^s foon as poflible ; and I think 
it a great happinefs thdt this year has pafled without any 
difadvantage abroad, or diforder af home, confidering our 
great difappointment in the funds given at your laft meeting, 
and the difficulties which have arilfcn upon the re-coining of 
the money. 

This is fo convincing a proof of the good difpofition of 
my army, and of the ftcady affoftions of my people, .that t 
cannot but take notice of it with great fatisfaftion. 

Our enemies have not been without hopes, that fuch a 
Conjun£lurc might have proved fatal to us ; but as they havcJ 
failed in thofe expectations; fo I am fully perfuaded, that your 
unanimous proceedings, in this feflion, will make them for 
ever defpair of an advantage from any difagreement among 
ourfelves. 

It muft be confelfed, that the bufinefs which you have before 
you V- be very great becaufe of the neceftity of fupplying 
forr deficiencies, as well as making provifion for the next 
ye fervice. 

nd, upon this occafion, it is fit for me to acquaint you, 

4. fome overtures have been made, in order to the entering 
jon a negotiation for a general peace : but I am fure we 
Aall all agree in opinion, that the only w^ay of treating witn 
France is, with our fwords in our hands; and that we can 
ave no reafon to expeCt a fafe and honourable peace, but by 
lewing ourfelves prepared to make a vigorous and eife&ual 
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In order to which, I do Very carncftly recommend I'o you, 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, that you would con# 
fider of raifing the neceflary fupplies, as well for maintaining 
the honour of Parliaments, in making good the funds already 
granted, as for carrying on the war the next yea^ which £ 
think ought not to be lefs than what was intended; ’ raifed 
for that piirpofe the laft fedion : I mull alfo put, v^^*^i^ywd 
of the civil lift, which cannot be fupported without yci Ip : 
and the mifcrable condition of the French proteft?i» i .oes 
oblige me to mention them to you again. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, * v 

It may deferve your confideration, whether there < lot ftill 
remain fome inconvcniencies relating to the coin, wl ought 
to be remedied : and I hope you will find out the 1 expe- 
dients for the recovery of credit; which ik. abfoliitcly eftary, 
nor on’y with refpefl: to the war, but for carryii on ot 
trade. 

I am of uf'iipon, that there Is not one good Eng^‘(hmaii 
who is not entirely con\inrctf, fiOw much does depend upon 
this fellion : and therefoU: i (.ujiiot but hope for your una- 
nimity and difpatch in \our refolutiohs ; which, at this time v 
are more neceffary i\\an ever for the fafety and honour oj 
England. 

jddM'cJs by :be Ilonfe Commons ^ Odoher 22 , 1696* 

May it plcafe your moft Excellent Majefty, 

is the eighth year in which your Majefty’s moft duti- 
fill ainl loyal fubjedts, the Commons, in Parliament af- 
fembled, have ailifted your Majefty with large fupplies for 
carrying on a juft and neceflary war, in defence of our reli- 
gion, prefervation of our laws, and vindication of the fights 
-and liberties of the people of England ; which we have hi- 
therto preferved, and, by the. blelfing of God on your Ma- 
jefty’s condu( 5 t and go^ government, will fteadfaftly maivtain, 
and entail on our poftcrity : 

7 'his has coft the nation much blood and treafure ; but 'he 
hopes of accomplifliing fo great and glorious a work Irave mad 
your fubje£ls cheerfully fupport the charge : and, to (hew to 
your Majefty, and all Chriftendom, that the Commons o,^ 
England will not be amufed or diverted from their firm reib-^ 
lutions of obtaining, by war, a fafe and honourable peace ? 
wt do, in the name of all thofe wc reprefent, renew our af- 
furances to your Majefty, that this Houfe will fupport yottr 
Majefty, and your goveiJUnent, againft all your enemies, both 

at 
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^at home and abroad ; and that they will cffcftually aflift you 
in the profecution and carrying on the prefeat war againtt 
France. 




tjHis Majejiy^s Anfwer^ O^gher 26, 1696. 


^T^HE continuance of your zeal and affeftion is the thing of 
the vorld I value moft ; and I will anfwer it by all the 
vvays I think ol ; and will make your good, and the fafety 
of the alTOn, the principal care of my life. 


1 

His MijeJiys Mcffagc to the Houfc of Commons^ Feb* iS, 1697* 
WiiLiAM Rex. 

H IS ^Majefty, finding liimfelf under very great difficulties 
foi* want of money to fupply the occafions ot the civil 
lift, has thought it ncceftary to remind the Houfe ot that part 
of his fpeech, which relates to that head •, dciiring that fpeedy/ 
care may be taken to make cffc&ual provifionfor it. 


His Majeflfs mojl gracious Speech ^ Dec* 3, 1697. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

'T^HE war which I have entered into by the advice of my 
my people, is, by the bleffing of God, and their zealous 
and affcilionaie afliftance, brought to the end wc all propofed, 
an honourable peace ; which 1 was willing to conclude, not 
fo much to eafe myfelf from any trouble or hazard, as to free 
the kingdom from the continuing burden of an expenfive war. 

I am heartily forry my fubjefls will not, at firft, find ail 
that relief from the peace which I could wifti, and they may 
cxpc'^^c : but the funds, intended for ' the latt year*s fervicc, 
hav^ fallen fliort of aiifwering the fums for which they were 
g^en : fo that there remain confiderable deficiencies to be pro- 
'f ided for. 

There is a debt upon account of the fleet, and the army. 

The revenues of the crown have been anticipated, by my 
^nfent, for public ufes ; fo that I am wholly deftitute of 
I leans to fupport the civil lift: and I can never diftrnft you 
\v\ll fuffer this to turn to my difadvantage ; but will provide 
for me, during my life, in fuch manner as may be for my ho- 
rmur, and for the honour of the government. 

Z 3 Out 
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Our naval force being increafed to near double what it was 
at my acceflion to the crown, the charge of maintaining It 
will be proporlionably augmented: and it is certainly ncce^' w. 
for the intereft and reputation of England, to have ah 
great ftrength at fca« \ 

The circumftances of affairs abroad are fuch, <, 

Tuyfelf obliged to tell you my opinion, that, *it, 

Cngland cannot be fafe without a land force : a . we 

lhall not give thofe that mean us ill, the opporiui., jf ef- 

t'eding that, under the notion of a peace, which iiey 
not bring to pafs by a war. . 

I doubt not but you, Gentlemen of the Houfe Coin- 
mons, will take thefe particulars into your confide ^n, in 
fuch a manner as to provide the neceifary fupplies \ w^» ' 'h 1 do 
very carpeltly recommend to you. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

That which I moft delight to think of, and am befiyplcafed 
to own, is, that I have all the proofs of my people’s afFedion 
that a prince can defire ; and I talce this occafion to give them 
the moft folemn alfurance, that as I never had, fo 1 never will, 
nor can have, any intereft feparate from their’s. 

I efteem it one of the greateft advantages of the peace, that 
I (hall now have leifure to redlify fnch corruptions or abufes, 
as may have crept into any part of the adminiftration during 
the war ; and effeftually to difeourage profanenefs and im- 
morality : and I fliall employ my thoughts in promoting trade, 
and advancing the happinefs and flouriihing eftatc of the 
kingdom. 

I (liall conclude with telling you, that as I have, with the 
hazard of every thing, refeued your religion, laws, and liber- 
ties, when they were in the extremeft danger, fo I (hall place 
the glory of my reign in preferving them entire^ and leaving 
them fp to poftcrity, 


Addt efs to his MajeJly by the Houfe of Commons ^ Dee. 7 , 

^nr7E, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, 
Commons, in Parliament aflicmbled, who nave fo t 
quently waited on your Majefty with the tender of our aliii^ 
ance for carrying on the war, come now to congratuia'o 
your Majelly upon the happy conclufion of it, in a peace ip 
honourable and advantageous to the nation, as fufficiently ji/T- 
t^s the wifdoni of the Commons in advifing, and yopr Mu- 
condud in the profecution of it, \ 

Thv^ 
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The profpefls of the benefits your people will receive from 
the peace is very pleafing : the honour your Majefty has re- 
ftored to England, of holding the balance of Europe, gives 
your fiibjefts great content : but what your Commons are 
moft affe^ed and delighted with, Isj'th^t your Majcl'ly’s facred 
pci^on 'yU now be fecured from thofe many and great dan* 

get. you have fo often expofed it for our fakes ; 

nothing being fo evident, as that your Majefty’s return in. 
fafety w;fs a biefling more welcome to your people than peac6^ 
-nd rece ived with greater demonftrations of joy. 

We,^Aerefore, with hearts full of afFedlion, duty, and gra- 
titude, lo aflure your Majcfty, in the name of all the Com- 
mons c i‘ England, that this Houfe will be ever ready to affift 
and fu »port your Majefty ; who, by putting a period to the 
war, las confirmed us in the quiet pofieilion of our rights and 
liberti ; and fo fully completed the glorious work of our 
dclivei mce* 


Addrefs to his MejeJiy by the Houfe of Commons ^ June 23, 1698. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft loyal and dutiful fubjefts, the 
Commons, in Parliament alfembled, having received a 
petition from the mayor, commonalty, and citizens, of your 
city of Londonderry in Ireland, felting forth their early and 
fingular fervices and fufferings on the late happy revolution, 
by the fecuring and defence of that city againll a long and 
cruel fiegc ; which eminently contributed to tlie deftroying 
the defigns of the enemies of thefe kingdoms ; and (hewing, 
that thereby, not only the grcaleft part of the city and fuburbs 
was demolilhed, or rendered ruinous; but alfo, that their dif- 
burfemenUi upon this occafion, for fortifying, providing arms 
and ammunition, railing and fubiilliug forces, and other public 
vifcs, xlid amount to a very conliderable fum of money ; and, 
tha.r as they had willingly expofed themfclves, and their all, 
fo'Mhe public intcreft and fcrvice ; fo they Iiad patiently, thefe 
Mght years, lain under their loflcs ; in hopes, at the end of 
he war, to be fo confidered, as they (houid no longer remain 
I poor ruinous fpeAacle to all, a fcorn to their enemies, and 
' ^ i difcouragement to your Majefty’s well-afteded fubjedts : 

‘ >jind praying our recommendation of their cafe to your Ma- 
lefty for your royal favour, in order to their relief in the 
kingdom of Ireland. 

1 And it alfo appeared, upon examination, that the governor 
/aijd garrifon, who, through the utmoft fufferings and extre- 
f . Z 4. mitics. 
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niitics, defended the fame, do likewifc deferve to have fo fignal 
a fcrvice taken into confideration ; and the faid city, who have 
fo eminently fuffered, to have fome fpecial mark of your 
iClajefty’s favour, for a lading monument to pofterity. 

All which, we do moll humbly reprefent to youi M-' ’ ; 

praying that, in confideration of the premifes, yefi ^ y 
would be gracioully plcafed to make fomc compenj^ he 
faid city, governor, and garrifon, by fiich ways ’ ; -uns, 
and in fiich manner, as your Majctly, in your prin-":c"»y wnf- 
dom, fliall think fit. 


*T"jl'Q jlddfcJJcs to his Alciyftyy by the Houfe of Con. 

June 1698. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

W-s your Majelly’s moft dutiful and loyal fiib^ the 
Commons, in Parliament aflembled, conceive ourfelvcs 
in duly bound to reprefent to your Majefty the dangerous at- 
tempts that have been o{ late made by fomc of your fuhjcdis 
of Ireland, to lhake off their fubjeftion to, and dependence 
on, this kingdom ; which has manifcftly appeared l© us, not 
only by the bold and pernicious aflertions in a book, pub- 
Hlhed and dedicated to your moft excellent Majefty, eniiilcd, 

“ The Cafe of Ireland’s being bound by Afts of Parliament in 
“ England ftated which book we examined and confidered, 
upon its being brought to us by your Majefty *s leave ; biifv 
more fully and authentically, by tfie votes and proceedings of 
the Houfe of Commons in Ireland in their late fellions; and 
by a bill fent hither, under the great feal of Ireland, intituled. 
An Adi for the better fecurity of his Majefty’s royal perfon 
and government whereby they would have an adl pafl'cd 
in the Parliament of England, cxprefsly binding Ireland to 
be re-enadled there ; and alterations therein made, fome of 
which amount to a repeal of what is required by the faiu adl 
made in England ; and in other of the faid alterations, ^ • 
tending to give authority to, and oblige the courts of ju 
and great feal, here in England : 

This we cannot but look on as an occafion and cncouri 
ment to the forming, and publifiiing the dangerous pofiti 1 
contained in the faid book. ^ 

The confequenccs of fuch pofitions and proceedings w 
be fo fatal to this kingdom, and even Ireland itfelf, that thi f 
need not be enlarged on or aggravated. 


Thera 
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Therefore w:, yoiu dutiful fubjeas, reft fatisfied, that your 
■Majelly, by your royal prudence, will prevent their being 
drawn into example. 

And wc, with all duty and hiimilhy, aflure your Majcfty 
of our reitdy concurrence and alliilance, in a parliamentary 
:yay, to j/4^rer ’e and maintain the de|)ciuicnce and fubordina’- 
tiou rS to the imperial crown of tliis realm. 

Aifi ^vc humbly bcfecch your Majcfty, that you would be 
graciopTi v pleated to give cffcflual orders to prevent any thing 
1 ke nature for the future, and the pernicious confe- 
qucnccs of wliat is part,, by puniiliing and difeountenanGing 
thofe th .t huve been guilty thereof. 

And wc befecch your Majcfty to take all nereflary care, 
lhal tl;»3 laws which dirc£l and icilrain the Parliament of Ire- 
land ir their aflings, be not evaded, but Itridly obferved; 

Ani that your Majcfty would be plcafed to difeourage all 
things, which may, in any degree, tend to Iciftn the 
dcnce i^f Ireland upon England. 


Moll gracious Sovereign, 

WE. your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fiibjc£ls, the 
Commons, in Parliament affcmbled, being very fenfible 
that the wealth and power of this kingdom do, in a great 
meafure, depend on the preferving the woollen manufaflure, 
as much as is poUible, entire to this realm, think it becomes 
us, like our anceftors, to be jealous of the eftabliftiment and 
the increafe thereof clfew'here ; and to ufe our utmoft endea- 
vours to prevent it. 

And therefore wc cannot without trouble obferve, that Ire- 
land, which is dependent on, and protected by England, in 
enjoyment of all they have, and which is fo proper for the 
linen manufafture, the eftabliftiment and growth of which 
there, would be fo ’enriching to themfelvcs, and fo profitable to 
Eng’ and, ftioiild, of late, apply itfelf to the woollen manu-r 
faf.ure, to the great prejudice of the trade of this kingdom: 
iMd fo unwillingly promote the linen trade, which will benefit 
/Doth them and us : 

'Jiie‘ confeqticnce wdicrcof will neccflitate your Parliament 
of England to interpofe, to prevent the mifehief that threatens 
ms, unlcfs your Majcfty, by your authority and great wifdom, 
ipall find means to fccurc the trade of England, by making 
your fubjeits of Ireland to purfuc the joint intcreft of both 
ktngdoiTis. 
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And we do mod hulnbly implore your Majefty's protection 
and favour in this matter ; and that you will make it your 
royal care, and enjoin all thofe you employ in Ireland to make 
it their care, and ufe their utmoft diligence, to hinder the ex- 
portation of wool from Ireland, except to be imported ’lither; 
and for the difeouraging the woollen manufadun^ »d^ei>' 
couraging the linen manufactures, in Ireland ; t^H., - h we 

ihall always be ready to give our utmoll afliftance. 


His MajcJlys Anfwer^ .July 2, 1698. 

Gentlemen, 

T WILL take care that what is complained of may oe pre- 
^ vented, and redrefled, as yo« defirc. 


Speech by the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons y Dec. 9, ^698, 

May it pleafe your Ma^efty, 

^T'HE Commons, in Parliament affemblcd, have, in obedience 
to your Majefty’s commands, chofc their Speaker. 

How well that choice has been confidercd your Majcfty 
will judge, when I mull acquaint you, that, notwilhllanding 
the great variety of better choice they had in view, and the 
many juft excufes I could make in my own defence, they have 
pitched upon me, the moll unworthy of their whole alTembly 
of that great employment : the confequcncc of which, how- 
ever, is, that 1 muft prefent myfelf before your Majefty for 
your approbation : 

Nor would I, at the fame time, flirink my ftioulders from 
this unequal weight, if my own health, and reputation, which 
is dearer to me, were the only things likely to be expofed : 
but when 1 confider how the public fervicc muft fiilFcr by my 
weak performances, I am inexcu fable if I do not cnd<;avour 
to obtain from your Majefty, in, the behalf of your Com- 
mons, another opportunity for re-conlidering this hafty rcfclu- 
tjon they are come to. 

The place requires a man of other guife qualifications than 
1 am mafter of: — a much belter un Icrftandirig, a founde|[ 
judgment, and ftronger conftiiution, than mine, are all nc- 
ceffary : 

I need enumerate no more particulars, wherein I am want- 
ing, to your Majefty ; to whom my infufficicncies in bufiners 
are not unknown \ hoping 1 have faid enough already to 
induce your Majefty to difappro-** me : the good confequeneV 

wherepts 
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• 

whereof mnft be, that your Commons will quickly prefpnt 
fome fitter perfon for the execution of this great tiuft ; upon 
the due difeharge whereof, a good agreement between your 
Majefty and your people, the grcatell blclling which attends 
this natio'i, fo much depends. 

» WAiC^eiipon the light honourable the Lord Chancellor ac- 
the Hoiifc, that his Majefty had been pleafed 
approve the choice they had made of Sir Thomas 
ttlcton for their Speaker. 


After which, Mr. Speaker fpoke thus : 

MaV It plea(e your Majcfly, 

ClNCE your Majefly has been pleafed to approve the choice 
^ which your Commons have made, it becomes me not to 
contei.d longer with your Majefty; but re 11 gn myfclf to your 
Majcity s royal pleafure ; and endeavour to difeharge my duty 
in the chair in tlic heft m^^incr that I can. 

As your Majefty has, to the wonjer of mankind, aSed im- 
poflibililics ; you may command others to do the like: Ncn 
habco inf^cmumy Citjcir Jed jujfit^ habebo, 

By which I mean no more, but that I will try my utmoft to 
anfvvcr your Majeily’s expeftation. 

For my encoiiragenieni, I humbly befecch your Majefty to 
pardon all my miftakes and failures ; or, at leaft, never to im- 
pute any of them to your Commons ; whereby they may re- 
ceive any prejudice in your Majefty ’s good opinion ; which 
they will always ftudy to preferve. 

There remains no more, but that I alk of your Majefty, in 
the name and behalf of the Commons, the prefervation of all 
their ancient rights and privileges; particularly, freedom of 
fpcech ; privilege from arrefts for thcmfclves and fervants; and 
a iree accefs, as often as occafion requires, to your Majefty*s 
faerc d perfon. 


Hh AlajrJly s meji gracious Speech^ February l, 1699. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T CAMK to pafs the bill for dilbanding the army, as foon as I 
. it was ready for me. 

I 7 '!ioti:z.h, ill our prefent circumftances, th#e appears great 
hazard jn breaking fuch a number of the troops ; and though 
I might think myfelf unkindly ufed that ihofe guards, who 

came 
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cariie over ^vuh me to your aHiftancc, and have conflanily at- 
tended me in all the a6tions wherein 1 have been engaged, 
ibould be removed from me ; yet it is my fixed opinion, that 
nothing can be fo fatal to us, as that any dillrult or jealoiify 
fhoiild ariie between me and my people ; which, I mult own, 
would have been very iincxpefted, after what I hayc^ undcr-;^ 
taken, ventured, and aded, for the relloring and fecjjiring of 
their liberties. * •- ’ 

I have thus plainly told you the only reafon which tfas in- 
duced me to pafs this bill ; and, now, I think myfclf obh;;cd, 
in difcharge of the trulf repofed in pic, and for my o /n jiifti- 
iication, that no ill confcquenccs may lie at my door to tell 
you as plainly my judgment, that the nation is left tOv^ much 
expofed. 

It is therefore incumbent upon you to take this matter into 
your fcrioiis confideration ; and cfFedually provide fuch a 
ftrength as is nccelVary for the fafety of the kingdom, aud the 
prefervation of the peace which God hath given us. 


jiddrefs of the tJoufe of Commons^ February 3, 1699. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and lopi fubjeds,the Com- 
mons, in Parliament affembled, being highly fcnfible of 
the difficulties your Majcfty has undertaken, the labours you 
have fuftaiued, and the hazards you have run, in refeuing ns 
from popery and arbitrary power, reftoring our liberties, and 
giving peace and quiet to all Chriftendoin, beg leave to return 
.our moft hearty thanks for your moft gracious fpecch ; in 
which you exprefs fo great a regard for the good-will and af- 
fections of your people, and have given fo undeniable a proof 
of your readinofs to comply with the defires of your Parlia- 
ment : and as your Majefty has fhewm a moft tcjuler and fa- 
iheriy concern for the fecurity and fafety of your people, fo 
give us leave to affiire your Majefty, that you (hall never have 
reafon to think the Commons are undiitifiil or unkind to your 
Majefty ; but that we will, upon all occafions, ftand. by and 
affiit your Majefty in the prefervation of your facred perfon, 
tnd fupport of your government, againft al! your enemies 
whatfoever. 


1 

Ws 
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lih Majefiy s Anfwer^ February 6, 1699. 
Gentlemen, 

T TAKE this addrefs very kindly. I am fully fatisfied of 
your duty and affeftion to me ; and have no doubt but you 
wiM alwfays aft in the manner you have cxprefTed on this oc- 
caiior^.. K 

* s ■ 

Mu^'cjs of the Houfe of Cmmcusy Sebruary 18, 1699* 

Molt igracious Sovcrrig/i, 

T^Ejyoiir Mujefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
Commons, in Puiliamcnt allcmbled, having obferved the 
great ^.'oncourfc to this city of papiils, and other difalFeftcd 
perfons, who have not owned your Majelty to be lawful and 
rightful King of thefe realms ; and the boldncfs they alTutne 
from your Majefty’s unexampled clemency, not only to keep 
horfes and arms, contrary to law, but alfo to frequent all pub- 
lic places of relbrt, near yt)ur two Houfes of Parliament, and 
even to approach your royal palaces' ; whereby they may have 
opportunities to perpetrate any wicked attempt agairift your 
royal perLbn ; on the falcly and prefervation whereof our reli- 
gion and liberties, and the peace and welfare, not only of 
thefe kingdoms, but of all Europe, do in very great mcafuriJ 
depend. 

And having alfo confidercd the many plots and coiifpiracies 
againft your Majelty ’s perfon and government, but cfpecially 
the late horrid intended aHaflinalion, contrived and carried on, 
not only by papiils, whole religion and intcrell might lead 
them to it, but even by fuch, who, at their death, to the great 
fcandal of our religion, profelfed and owned thcmfclv-fes to be 
members of the church of England; which chiefly, under God, 
owes its prefervation and defence to your Majefty ; and whofe 
doftrines are direftly oppolite to all fuch inhuman and trcafoli- 
able praftices. 

And having alfo Certain information, that great numbers of 
popilh priefls and jefuits, within this city, and parts adjacent, 
intrude thcmfelves into the prefcnce of fick and dying perfons, 
with defign to prevail upon them, in their wcaknefs, to be re- 
conciled to the church of Rome ; and daily endeavour to per- 
vert and feduce from their allegiance your Majefty ’s good fub- 
kfts, impoifoning them with their yv'icked and damnable doc- 
irines and principles ; and that they have imported great quan- 
tities of popifh books, and keep fchcols to breed up and initruft 
c hildren in the Romilh fuperilition and idolr.rry. 

/* w. 
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We therefore hold ourfelvcs obliged, for quieting tbc mincf^ 
of your good fubjefts, and in duty to your Majcfty, humbly t<J 
befeech your Majelly that you will be gracioufly pleafed, in 
order to- fupprefs fiich pradlices of the relHefs and notorious 
enemies of your government, to iffuc out your royal proclama- 
tiotti for removing all papifls, and others, who difown your 
Majefty*s government, from the City of London, and parts Ad- 
jacent, according to the laws : and that the laws may U* put in 
execution againli: them, in fuch manner, that their wi:kcd dc- 
figns may be eliediually difappoinled, y 


If/s Alajcjiys Anjwevy February 22, l699. 
Gentlemen, 

T WILL take care that the laws fliall be put in execution, 
^ according to your delirc. 


U/s Aiajejifs Mejjage to the Houfe of Commons^ 

March l8, i 699 « 

William Rex. 

pJlS Majefty is pleafed to let the Houfe know, that the nc- 
ceffary preparations are made for tranfporting the guards, 
who came with him into England ; and that he intends to fend 
them away immediately, unlefs, out of confideratioii to him, 
the Houfe be difpofed to find a way for continuing them longer 
in Ills fervice j which his Majefty would take very kindly. 


Addreji t§ his Alajejly by the Houfe of Commons^ 

March 20, 1699. 

Moll gracious Sovereign, 

XXTE, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubje£is, the 
Commons, in this prefent Parliament aftcmbled, do, 
with unfeigned zeal to your Majefty’s perfon and government, 
fwhich God long preferve !) moll humbly reprefent to your 
Majefty ; 

That the palling the late aft for dilbanding the army gave 
great fatisfaftion to your fubjefts ; and the jeadinefs your 
/Majefty has exprefted, by your mclTage, to comply with the 
punftual execution thereof, will prevent all occafion of diftmft. 
or jealoufy between your Majefty and your people. 

It is, Sir, to your loyal Commons, an unfpcakable grief, 
that your Majefty Ihould be advifed to propofe any thing in 

vour\ 
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your tneflUge, to Ivhich they cannot confent^ with due’ regard 
to that cgnditution your Majefty came over to rcftore, andhavo 
fo often expofed your royal perfon to preferve ; and did, in 
your gracious declaration, promife, that all thofc foreign forces 
which came over with you, (hould be fent back. 

In duty therefore to your Majefty, and to difchargc the truft 
scpofed in us, we crave leave to lay before you, that noUniig 
conduceth more to the happinefs and welfare of this kingdom^ 
than an entire confidence between your Majefty and your peo- 
ple; .which can be no way fo firmly eftabliflied, as by intruft- 
iiig^yoiir facred perfon with your own fubjefls, who have fo 
eminent’'/ fignalized thcmielves, on all occafions, during the 
late long and expenlive war. 


Addref% to his MajcJly by the Hovfe of Commons^ 

March 29, 1699, 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjedls, the 
Commons, in Parliament aftembled, having taken into 
our ferioiis confideration the (late of the navy, do moft hum- 
bly reprefent to your Majefty ; 

That the Straits fquadrop not failing till September Jaft, 
was prejudicial to England, and a great mifmanagement. 

That the order made by the commiflioners of the admiralty, 
the 1 2th of September, 1695, giving Henry Prieftman, Efq; 
an allowance of ten lliillings for diem^ from the date of his 
commiftion, as commander in chief before Sally, in the year 
1684, till the iliip Bonadventuie was paid off, over and above 
his pay as captain of the faid ftiip, was very unreafoilable, and 
a mifapplication of the public money. 

That the vi (51 nailing any of your Majefty *s (hips, by others 
than by the viduallcrs appointed for that fervice, or their agents, 
is contrary to the courfc of the navy, and m^y be of ill conr 
lequence. 

That many new and unneceflary charges have, in an extras 
ordinary manner, been intioduceU into the navy, contrary to 
the rules of the navy ; which is a great mifmanagement. 

'I'hat the dedu<f^ions of poundage, taken by the paymafters 
of the navy, for ilop-cloaths, dead mens* deaths, tobacco, cheft 
at Chatham, chaplain, and furgeon, is w*ithout warrant, and 
ought to be accounted for. 

' That it is inconfiftent with the fervice of the navy, for the 
fains perfon to be one of the comm illi oners for executing tho 

office 
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office of Lord Lord High Admiral, and Treafurer of the Wavy, 
at the fame time. 

And that the pafling any account of monies imprefled for the 
contingent ufes of the navy, without regular vouchers, or fucli 
other proof as the nature of the fervice will admit, either with 
er ^vithout a iign manual, is contrary to the rules apd methods 
cf the tiavy, and of dangerous confequence. 

All which we beg leave to lay before your Majcfty, defiring 
that you will be gracioufly plcafcd to take edediial care, that 
the mirmanagements herein complained of may be preyented 
for the future. 


Aifwir by his MajeJly^ April 4, 1699. 

Gentlemen, 

T WILL confider your aJdrefs : it is my defire, that all forts 
•*“ of mifnianagemciits and irregularities Ihould be prevented or 
fedrefled : you may be allured I will take the belt care I can in 
relation to the navy ; tlie right mi^nagement whereof is of fo 
great concern to the kingdom. 


His Majejlfs myl graa ms Speech j November 16, 1699. 
My Lords and Genilcinen, 

T HOPE you will not think I have called you out of your 
countries too foon, if you confider that our common fecuriiy 
requires a farther provifion fliould be made for the fafety of the 
kingdom by fea and land, before we are at the end of wrhat 
was granted for that piirpofe the lall fcflion : and, when you 
enter upon this biifiuel’s, I believe you w ill think it necclVary 
to take care of the repair of the ihips, and of the fortifications \ 
without which, our fleet cannot be fafe when it is in harbour. 

1 cannot omit to put you in mind of another matter, in which 
fo great a number of niy fubjefls is concerned, and wherein the 
honour of the kingdom, and the faith of Parliaments, is fo far 
jtngagcd, that our future fccurity feems to depend upon it ; 1 
mean, the making good the deficiencies of the funds, and the 
difeharging the debts contrafted by reafon of the war ; and, 
till we may be fo happy to fee the public debts paid, 1 lhall 
hope that no fcflion will end without fomethiiig done towards 
lelTening them. 

While I am fpeaking to you on this head, I think myfcl!f 
obliged to mention, with a very particular concern, a debt 

which 
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i\hich*is owing to the Prince of Denmark ; the ftate whereof 
^ 1 have ordered to be laid before you. 

Gentlemen of the Hoiife of Commons, < 

Thcfe tilings arc of fi‘ch importance, that I muft earned 
recommend them to your confideration, and defire you to pi^' 
vid5 the iitcelfary fupplies. 

My. Lords and Gentlemen, 

There js nolliincr I fliould more rejoice in, than that I were 
'not iiiuler the nccciiity of fo oft, o aiking aids ui' my people ; 
but as the rcafon of it is evident, becaurc llie funds rcrr.ierly 
applied to di'fniy the public expcnlc, are now anticipated fe)r 
payment of the debts of the Lingdo'm ; fo it is my fatisfaclion, 
that you all fee, that notfun*; of A\hat is demanded, is for any 
perfonal ide of mine : and I do ho htully all'uie you, that na 
part of Avhal is given fliall be divencd from any pu^yofe for 
which is* dchgned. 

1 believe tiu* itation is already fenfible of the good eflfefls of 
peace, ir. the mnnihfi: increafe of trade; wliich 1 lhallmakeit 
Illy biiiinefs to encourage by alf mtuus in my power: pro- 
bably it miglit receive an advantaea, if fome good bill were 
prepared lor th ' r a/re clb (^nial p eventing and punifliing clan- 
deftinc IraJli.g; \.']ue!t hKS not only <en(lio cLtnuid tlic public, 
but prejudices tiic fair meichant, and dlfc juragcs our own 
maniifaclurc?. 

The incicafe of the poor is become a burden totlic kingdxom ; 
and their loofe and idle life docs, iji fonic jju aftirc, contribme 
to that depravation of rianners which is complained of, I fear, 
ivith too much re: bm : whether the grounds of tills evil be 
from defeats in the laws already made, or in the cxecucion of 
them, deferves your confideration ; as a is an indifpenfcblc 
duty, that tlic poor, who are not able lo liclp ihcmfcives, 
Ihould be maintained ; fo I cannot but think h extremely de- 
firable, lliat fiich as arc able and willing, llioiild not want 
employment ; and fuch as are obftinate and iinwiiling, fliould 
be compelled to labour. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have a full aifu ranee of the good affcftlonwS of my people ; 
which I lhall endeavour lo preferve by a conftant care of their 
juft rights and liberties ; by maintaining the eftabliflied reli- = 
gion ; by feeing the courfe of jufticc kept fleady and equal ; 
by countenancing virtue, and difcouragiiig vice ; and by de- 
clining no difficulties or dangers, where their welfare and 
profperity may be concerned : thefc are my refolutions ; and I 
VoL« 1. A Si aiu 
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.am perruaded, tliat you are come together with purpofes on 
your part fuitable to thcfe on mine. Since tlien our aims are 
only for the general good, let us aft with confidence in one 
another ; which will not fail, by God's bleffing, to make me a 
(fappy King, and you a great and flour idling people. 


jiddrefs by the Hmfc of Commons y Detember i, 16994 

Moft gracious Sovereign, • . 

E, vonr Majefly’s moft duliflil and loyal fubjefts, the 
Commons, in Parliament aircinbled, being highly fen- 
fiblc, that nothing is more necclfary for the peace and welfare 
of this kingdom, the quieting the minds of your people, and 
difappointing the defigns of yonr enemies, than a mutual and 
entire ct^fidence between your Majefty and your Parliament, 
doeftcem it our greateft misfortune, that after having fo amply 
provided for the fecurity of your Majefty and your government, 
both by Tea' and land, any jcaloufy br diftrnft hath been raifed 
of our duty and affoftions^to your facred Majefty and your peo- 
ple ; and beg leave humbly to reprefent to your Majefty, that 
it will greatly conduce to the continuing and eftabliihing. an 
entire confidence between yonr Majefty and your Parliament, 
that you will be plcafed to Ihew marks of your high difplcafurt 
tow'ardsall fui h perfons who have, or (hall prefume to mifre- 
prefent their proceedings lo your Majefty. 

And your Common:-, having like wife a due fenfc of the great 
care and concern ) our M.-jcfty has always exprefted for prefer- 
■ ving and • \aiiiiaining the religion, rights, and liberties of your 
people, in defeiH'c of vvh.ich your Majefty hath fo often expofed 
your royal perfon, will nil- llieir iitmoft care and endeavour lo 
prevent and difeonrage all falfe nimouvs and reports refltdling 
upon your Majefty, and your government, whereby to creatiK 
any mifunderllanding between you and your fnbjcfts- 


Hls MiijcJIys moji gracious Speech^ December 5, 1699. 
Gentlemen, 

T^Y Parliaments have done fo great things forme, anil 
have, upon all former occafioiis, exprefted fo great a fenfc 
of their kindnefs, and my opinion has been fo often declared, 
that the happinefs^'f an Engliili King depends ujtjon an entire 
good correfpondence between him and his Parliament, that it 
cannot feera ftrange fox me to alfurc you, that no perfons have 

ever 
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tyer yet dared to go about to irafreprcfcnt to me the proceed-*- 
ihgs of cither Houfe : had I found any fiieli, they would have 
immediately jclr the highell marks of my difpk'afure : it is a 
juftice I owe, not only to iify Parliament*;, Lut to ^^very one. of 
my fubjecls, to judge nf them by lie ir atUions ; and this lule \ 
Vi^ill^ llead’dj' purfue. If any ihall hereafter attevipt to put 
me on other metliod*;, - by calumnies or miiVcprekutalion^, 
they 'will not only fail of fuccefs, but Iball be looked upon, 
and treated by me, as my worit enemies. 

Gentlemen, 

I am picalcd to fee, by ^onr addrefs, tint yon have the fame 
thoughts of the great advaaiagc.s which v/iii eiifne to tiie king- 
dom from on: mutual c<mluicncc, as I cegreifed to both 
Houfes at the opening of this kllio:!. I take, very kindly the 
alfurance you give me, ot iifing your utmoli care and endeavour 
to prevent and difeourage all falfe rumours and report^ refleft.- 
ing upon me and my government ; and 1 faithfully promife 
you, that no adlions of mine (hall give a juft ground for any 
Hiifundetllanding between the and my petjplc. 


Speech hy the Speaker of the Houfe of Commom^ Fch, lo, lyoi. 

May It plcafc your moft excellent Majefty, 

^T^HE Commons of England, in Parnament aftcmblcd, in 
^ obedience to your Majefty’s commands, have proceeded 
to the cleflion of a Speaker ; and by their diredion I am prcr 
fented to your Majclly, as the cfFcd of that choice : at the 
fame time, I muft humbly lay before your Majefty, my own 
inluificicncy to difebarge fo great a truft \ anil therefore do 
nioft earneftly befcecii your MajeHy to accept my excufe ; and, 
that the public may receive no detriment from my w'ant of abi- 
lity, 1 moft heartily beg your Majefty will give your Commons?, 
an opportunity to make a better choice. 

His Majefty was pleafed to approve of the choice they had 
made \ and allowed of Mr. Harley to be their Speaker. 


After which Mr. Harley replied : 

May it plcafe your Majefty, 

OINCE your Majefty hath not been pleafed to admit of mr 
excufc, it is my duty' to fubmit ; and I do, in the firlt 
place, with the utmoft thankfulnefs, acknowledge the unde-' 
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fcrvcd honour your Majcfty ivS plcafcd to confer upon me : and 
that I may the belter dil'chargc that great truft which yotir Ma- 
jefty, and the Common?, have committed to me, I am an 
humble fuitor to your Majefly, that none of my failings or iii- 
§rmities may be impuucl to your faithful Commons ; and that 
your Commons may be better enabled to conCder of the impor- 
tant affairs that fliallcomc before them, I do, in their name’, by 
humble petition, lay elaini to all their ancient rights and privi- 
leges ; and more panicularly, that they may have freedom from 
arreftsanddiilurbancctotheir pcrfons,edate.s, and fervants; liberty 
of fpecch, for the belter management of their debates ; freedom 
of accefs to your Majelty’s royal pfcrfon, upon occafion ; and 
thit the proceedings uf the Honfc may receive a favourable in- 
terpretation, and be free from all mifeonft nidi ions. 

I have nothing more to add, but my hearty prayers, and 
poor endeavours, that the confiiltations of the Parliament may 
tend to the honour and fafely of your Majelly and your 
kingdoms. 


His Majcjlys nujl gvticious Speech, February 14, lyof. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

/^UR great misfortune in the lofs of the Duke of Glouccflcr 
hath made it abfolutcly neceifary, that there flionki be a 
further provifion for* the fucceilion to the crown in the pro- 
teftant line, after me and the Princefs. The hapj-iiicfs ol tlie 
nation, and the fccurity of our religion, which is your chicfeil 
concern, fociiis fo much to depend upon this, tliut 1 cannot 
doubt hut it will nyjct with a general conciincnce ; and ear- 
ncHly rccornmci'id it to your cnrlv and cffccliial conlideration* 

'I he dca;Ii of the late King of Spain, with the dcchiralion of 
hill fiicctfii'r to that ir.onnrcliy, has made fo great an alteration 
in the aft.iifs ahioad, that 1 muftdefiie you, very maturely, to 
confidcr their piefent flaic : ar.d I make no doubt but your rc- 
fohitions th' rcupon will be fuch as fhall he molt conducing to 
the inicrcil and fafety of ICngland, tlie prefervation of the pro- 
teftant religion in’ general, and the peace of all Europe. 

I'i'.efe tilings are of fuch weight, that I have thought them 
molt proper tor the confideratiou of a new Parliament, to have 
the more immediate fenfe of the kingdom in fo great a con- 
jundure. 

I muftdefireof you. Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
fuch fupplics as you fhall judge ncoeflaiy for the fervice of the 
current year: and I muft panicuiarly put you in mind of the 
, . dciiciencics 
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deBcicncIcs and public debts^ occafioned by the late war, that 
arc yet unprovided for. 

I am obliged further to recommend to you, that you would 
infpecl; ihc condition of the Heel ; and conlidcr what repairs or 
augmentations may be requifitc lor the navy ; which is xh^ 
great bulw^k of the Englilh nation, and ought, in this con- 
juntlurc moft efpccially, to be put in a good condition : and ' 
that you would alfo conlider what is proper for the better fecu- 
rity of thofe places wh^c the fliips arc laid up in winter. 

The regulation and improvement of our trade is of fo pub- 
lic concern, that 1 hop^ it will ever have your ferious 
thoughts; and if yon can find proper means of felting the poor 
at work, you will cafe yoiirfelvcs of a very great burden, and, 
at the fame time, add fo many iifefiil hands to be employed in 
our irianufa6liires, and other public occafioiis, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I hope there will be fuch an agreement and vigour in the refo- 
lutions you fliall lake, upon the important matters now before 
you, as may make it appear we arc firmly united among oiir- 
Iclves ; and, in my opinion, notliing can contribute more to 
our fafety at home, or to our being cotifidcrablc abroad. 


jiJJrcfs to his AhirPty by the Houfe of Commons^ A^ril i6, 1701, 
Moil gracious Sovereign, 

w%. your Majcn)’s mod dutiful and ]ry\^\ fi.bjefts, the 
Common'^, in Parliament aiTcmhlcd, ilo !' "nbly crave 
leave to reprefent to your Maivify the ..veat fa'o ^aclion we have 
from our late inquiry concerning 'he ircaty n j.,:irliuon, made 
in the year one thoulaiid iIk hiinclri. 1 niiicty-i. iglu, on w hich 
the treaty of one ihoufand fix Lin.Jied ninety-nine was 
founded, to fee your Majeuy’s great caic tf >our people, and 
this nation, in not <. m- j'ujg into lint ULgotiaiion without the 
advice of your Englifli couiifcllors ; and flnJing, t!uu Joliii, 
Lord Sommers, on wdiofe judip ’crit your Majefly did chiefly 
rely in that fo important affair, did, in concert with Ed- 
ward, Earl of Orford, and Charles, L' :d Halifax .nlvife 
your Majefly to enter info that treaty, of fo dangerous 
confequence to the trade and welfare of this nation ; and 
who, to avoid the cenfurc which might jullly i^e app'e- 
hended to full on thofe who advifed the fame, endeavourfjd 
to iiifinuate, that your Majefly, w’.’hout the advice of your 
council, entered into tliat treaty; and, under your fac.edna.ne, 
to feek protcdiori for what themfclvcs had fo advifed : of w hich 
A a 3 treatment 
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treatment of your Majelty we cannot but have a juft refeht- 
ment ; and that they may he no longer able to deceive your 
Majefty, and abnfe your people, we do humbly belcech yOiir 
Majefty, that you will he pleafed to remove John, Lord Som- 
5pcrs; Ldward, E.mI of Oi toid ^ and Charles, Lord I laJi fax, from 
y\‘ur councils and prcfci re for ever ; and alfo Willbiii, Karl of 
Porliaiicl, who tr.iufH'ded thcfi: treaiic'', fo unjulr iii their own 
naluie, and fo faiul in tho’»r conreqcieiiccs to this nation,' and 
the peace of Lun'pe. And we hniubly«ciave leave, upon this 
occaiion, to repea: cur afrurances to your Majefty, that we will 
ahva)a ftaiui l)y and fiipport your ^Majefty, .to the utmoft: of 
our ])crA\.;, a^ainll; ali your ciiemits, both at home and 
abroad. 


//An J 1^7 ;V/?* ’ : J}/ fiver y /Ij ri! 24, 17 O I • 

T AM vviiling to l.ske al! (AVafHnjs of thanking you very 
heartily i'or the allui inccs you have frecjr.eutly given me, 
and now repeat, of fta!\(lii'.g bv, and fupporting me, againft 
all oiir enemies, both at Jtoine and abroad ; towards witich, 
nothifig, in my opiiiic;*., can eomrd>t}te fo nineli, as a gocxl 
corr' ipoiidcDcc be: *::c ..rid I'ty p( ot>1c ; and therefore you 

may fiepend upent il, tL.t I will cnipio) none in my Icrvit'c, 
but fuch as ihall he ht molt likcdy to improve mutual 
trijft and t onlideifco between us, ■V^li<;h is fi) iiccclfary, in this 
conjimdiirc, holli tor our ow n fecurhy, and t!ic defence and 
prefcrvalian of o«Jr allies. 


fvom his v/ilh Tvuo Lclin Sy A fay 8, 1 701, 

William Ri:x, 

TT IS Majedy having lately received an account from Mr, 
Stanhope, of tb.c piefcnt pofture ot affairs in Holland, 
and like wife a letter from the Stales General, wdiich is of the 
grcatetl: importance i and his Majefty, who has fo periecl a 
knowdedge of their country, being entirely convinced of the 
hardfhipof their prefent condition, and the great preffurcs they 
now' lie under, which are particularly exprclfcd in the above- 
mentioned letter, has thought it ablolutcly nccelfary to commu- 
nicate ^hc fame to this Huufe, that the expedation the States 
havepf prefent aftiftance from his Majefty mav more fully ap- 
pear ; and his Majefty does not doubt but this lloufc will be fo 
jutlly fcnfible of thofe imrnciliatc dangers to which they ftand 
CT^pofed, ?15 to take the fame into their molt ferious and eft’cc- 
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tual cdhfideration ; it being moll evident, that the fafety of 
England, as well as the very being of Holland, does vervinueb 
depend upon your refolutions in this matter. 

Kcnfington, May 8, 1701. 


• , 

Then a Letter from the St^cs General to his Majcfty was read, 
which is as followeth, viz. 

Sir, 


C^INCE the protcAation w'^e made to your MajeAy, in our 
laA letter of 2^d April; not to enter into any negoiiiition 
w’iih France, but in concert with England, we have judged it 
proper to afk Count irAvaiix, Amballador Extraordinaiy from 
his MoA Chrillian MajeAy, if he was inclined and authorized 
to enter agaiji upon tlie ncgfiliation in the manner it was begun 
jointly with the MiniAcr of your MajeAy, as your MajeAy 
will fee by our refolution of the 2d of this montli^here iiv 
clcfcd : Count d’Avaux, having fent it to his MoA ChriAiart 
MajeAy, after the return of his exprefs, prefented a memorial* 
of which wc likewife add a copy to this letter : v/c immediately 
communicated it to I\^r. Stanhope, your MajeAy 's Envoy Ex- 
traordinary ; and having confiiltcd with him about it, wc 
found fomc things obfciire in the faid memorial, which made us 
doubt of the true meaning of it : therefore wc ihonghi it necef- 
fary to acquaint ihq faid Count d’Avanx with the letter we had 
the honour to wiite to your Majelty the 23d of April la A pall ; 
and that wc were engaged not take any mcafures in the negotia- 
tion, blit in concert with your MajeAy. Count d’Avaux made 
anfw'crto our deputies, that he was come hither to treat about 
the means of preferving the general peace, and eAablilh’ing our 
particular fafety ; that if we w'oiild concert thereupon wiih 
your MajeAy, he had nothing to objcdl again A it ; and that he 
was content that your MajeAy’s En\oy ihould aAiA at the con- 
ference.s that are to be held on that fubje£l 5 but that he was 
not at all authorifed to enter into negoliation with him about 
the concerns of England, which w^cre to be treated elfewbcre. 
To which our deputies reprefented, that in the prefervation of 
the general peace, in which your MajeAy is equally concerned 
with us, our fafety could no ways be feparated from that of 
England : that the intercA therein was common to both the two 
nations ; and that, in the prefent negotiation, your MajeAy 
could not, without doing you wrong, be looked upon other- 
wife than as a principal party, as well as we ; but, notwilh- 
Aanding the many inAances, and all the reafons our deputies 
coLild alledge, Count (j'Avaux perfi Acd in his aforefaid ani wer ; 
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fAving, that he had no other orders : that he would fend our 
refolutions, of which your Majcfty will find herewith a copy, 
to the court of France \ without giving the lead hopes of re- 
ceiving an anfwcr agreeable to our fenfe of matters. Upon the 
report which was made to us of this matter, we judged, that 
f>y this means the intereft of JCngland would be feparated from 
tiiofe of our Republic, whereas think them ihfcpaiablc : 
and fince it is cviilcnt that they are To, we could draw no dthcr 
conclufion from this proceeding, than that France has a mind 
to put an end to thofe conlcrcnccs, and to grant none of the 
fccuritics demanded, and wluch arc fo nccclVary for the prefer- 
vation of your Wajeity's kingdoms. *and of our State, We are 
obliged to make all this knoun to your^Majedy ; and do again 
prolcd, that our intcreds being the fame with thofe of your 
Majcliy, in this prefent ncgoualion, and not to be feparated 
one from the other, we v^ill not fulFer tliem by any means to 
be divided. At the fame time, Sir, we ennnot but reprefent 
to your fviajrdy the great need v.e have of bcir.g afhdccl with- 
out lofs of time, it wc; will prevent the ruin winch threatens 
us,' and the c:vidcnt danger wc arc'in. Your Majcdy knows 
pcrfedly well the date oftmr affairs, and will cafily judge if it 
be poflible, in the condi ion we are, lo rcfid the forces of 
France, fo much fuperior to our’s ; v/hich w’as the reafpn of 
our earned rcqiicd lo your M.iji-dy to perform the treaty made, 
with the approbation ot the Ikirliamcnt, in the year 1678, be- 
tvveen King Charles the Secotid, of gh.n-ioiis mi-mory, and this 
Stare. Wc do now repeat our mod prefiing infle.ncc'^, that we 
may have fpeedily the luccouis Itipuluted, and the entire effect 
of the faid treaty. We hope your ?/Iajfcfly \\iil fcrifnilly con- 
fider the date w'c are in, Llpccialiy arter the pofitivc alfurencc 
your Majcfry has r.ivcn us, that yoe.r Parliament liad refolved 
to intereil ih-e-mlehes with vigour for our prv (.nation ; and to 
us, in our prefent nceedily, by furniiliing tiie fuccours 
agreed on. c will acfjuaiin your Majedy with the podurc 
France puls itfelf in; and your Majcdy will tlierchy judge, 
whether our fear is ill-grounded, which animates our demands. 
France, not being fatisfied with luiving taken polfcdion of all 
the places that belonged to Spain in the Netherlands, does 
daily put into them, and caufe actually to march thither, very 
formidable forces. They are drawing a line from the Scheldt, 
near Antwxrp, to the Maeie ; and beginning another line, as 
we are informed, troni Antwerp lo Odend : they fend lo the 
places whjch are neared to our frontiers, a very great number 
of cannon ; they crecSf, with all diligence, a great many luaga- 
*ines in Flandcr'^, Prabant, Gclders, and at Namur ; which 
they fill with all forts of ammunition, and provifion for war ; 

• ■ bcfidcq 
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befidcs the vaft quantity of forage they lay up everywhere 5 
they build forts under the cannon of our towns. Moreover, , 
they have endeavoured, and do ftill endeavour, without ceafing, 
to feparate the Princes our friends from our interett, and to en- 
gage them in * our alliance, or at lead to a neutrality. Infincn 
our friends lire made ufelofs to us by the intrigues and dlvilions 
in the empire, and thofe of France augmented ; fothal we are 
furrou ruled on all Tides, except by fca. You fee, Sir, without 
any dirgnife, the true date and condition to which wc are re- 
duced, without the addition of any thing but what is matter of 
fa£t. l"his makes us hopt^ that as your Majcdy knows per- 
fedlly well our affairs, you will agree with us, that our condi- 
tion at prefent is vvorfe than it was during the lafl war, and 
worfc than if we were adually in war ; fince they build forts 
under the cannon of our drong places, and make lines along 
our frontiers ; and that wc cannot hinder them, as we could 
do, if we were in war. Thefc reafons oblige us to^ut our- 
fclvcs in a defendve condition, more than if w'e w^erc afliially 
attacked ; to put our country under water, and even to cut pur 
dikes, to fecure our frontu'rs: wc hnd ourfelvcs forced to 
make ufe of thefe means, and whatever clfe w'e could have done 
in an open war ; infomuch that our fubjedls differ already more 
than .they did in the lad war. Hiihcrlo the winter has been 
fomc foit of a fmall fccurity to us ; that feafon is now pad, and 
w'c do cxpc(5:l every moment to be invaded and over- run, iinlcfs 
we are ipe:dily Uiccourcd ; we do promife it ourfelvcs from 
you, Sir, t fpccially druc it has plcai^d your Majcdy to affure 
u'^, that your Parliament had taken favourable refolutions in 
our hd'cii; and, as our ncccfiily is very preding, fo we be- 
fccch your Majedy to condder well the extremity we arc in ; 
and the impodibility wc arc under of avoiding the ruin and 
overthrow of our ifatc, if wc arc left in this condition. Sir, 
We believe the iiitereds of iLiigland fo clofely united to oiir’s,^ 
that we will expofe ourfelvcs to all events, rather than differ 
tli'jm to be feparated, or to lake any other meafures than in 
convert will] your Majedy. It is very nccdlcfs to reprefent to 
your Majedy, that the prefervation of your own kingdoms 
ihould engage you to prevent our ruin, feeing wc think their 
lofs is infcparablc from our’s, T'he reafons, Sir, are better 
knowm to you than to us, as well as the fatal confequences 
they w'ill be expofed to in leaving us in this condition ; which 
pcrdiade us, that by your Majedy 's great prudence, and the 
good intentions of your Parliament, you will direct all things 
fo as to let all Europe fee, that nothing is more conducing to 


Sic Orig, 


its 



( 363 ) 

its fafety, than the alliances with England, and your friendlhip 
for us- We expe£l without delay the fuccoiirs, and the per- 
formance of the , aforementioned treaty ; and pray to God, 
Sir, to preferve your Majetly’s facreJ perfoa in a long ftate of 
Jicalth, and your dominions in a ilounlhing profperity. 

At the Hague, i3lh of May, 1701. 

Your Majelly’s very humble fervant*, 

The States General of the United Provinces, 

J. WiCHERS. 

By order of the Slates, 

J. Fagel. 


And a Letter from Mr. Sta mtopf to Mr. Secretary Hedges. 
was read : which ii> ai> followelh, viz. 

Copy of Mr* Stanhope's Letter to A'L\ Sea ctaty elated the 

* Hague y the Alay^ 1701 . 

Sir, 

I 

^]pHE conference I told yon in my la ft, the State.s dcpiilics 
^ had invited me to ior nc <l n'lOrnljjg, was to acquaint me 
in form witli ;he Cinint d’AvanK's lall ^xmerial, a copy v hcrc- 
of I then ailo fent you ; and to coiiihler wl.at wa.s fir to be doiic 
next. I anfwered, that vNas wnolly tlteir lulinefs, and not 
properly Piiiic, further th^n to ftrvc tlicm, as I llioiild be al- 
ways ready to do ; for as t<» all airaiis of the King, my niaftcr, 
1 was as much excluded from the conftncnccr, by this memorial 
as by Monftwc.r crAvaiix's former anfwer ; anddeliied it nnght 
be rejd before them : they were ail <;f the fame opinion. 1 pro- 
pofed then, that it would be convenient to be informed, whe- 
ther Moihicur d’Avaux iinclciftood it in the fame manner ; 
which they approved : and, conlidciing of the manner, it was 
agreed, the only proper way for them v\as to demand a confe- 
lencc with him, '1 o that the Penhonary ohjedid, that .... 
hud already one coidcn ncc without me; it they fbonld have 

another, it might occafion to I'ome ill-niinded people to 

blow it abroad, as if the vS(air<; were ircatirig fomethiiig for 
their own particular inierefts, ftp.uulc fiom ihofe of Kr.gl.ind. 

I cafily obviated tijat, by faying, that as 1 liad reprefented to 
hivS Majefty tlieir former confeicnce in quite diill rent colours, 
as a produd of their great refpc£t ami vt neralion of his Majcf- 
ty, that they woidd not expofe his Mlniftcr to Monfteur 
d'Avaux’s caprices, till they knew from hind'elf hovv he ihould 
be received ; and the conlereiu'e now propoled would be julti- 
fied by the fame nafon^s, llncc it was deftgned only for the 
further clearing of the fame point, as 1 engaged to inform you 
i ^ 1 that 
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that It was. Being fatished with this, they refolved on a cpn* 
ference ; and after having had it at five in the evening yefterday^ 
they defired me to meet their deputies this morning at eleven J* 
and delivered me the inclofed copy of their refolution, which 
was the fiibftance of the conference on their part. Monfieu^ 
d Ayaijx’^ jrnfwcr was, he had no orders to admit me at the 
conferences with them on any other terms ; but, upon their 
repeated inflances, he would write again to the King his 
mafler for a further eclaircilfeinent; though he believed nothing 
would be altered. I found them in great apprehcnlions of fome 
fiidden invafion from the Fycnch, by frefh advices from Flan- 
ders of extraordinary motions of their troops there ; and letters 
wiit to the governors of all the towns, and not to be opened 
till fuch a day, and then immediately executed, ajlon the fame 
day ; more forces coming into the country, and tranfportsof 
prodigious quantities of cannon, mortars, bombs, ammunition 
from fcveral paits, towards their frontiers: and for J[^efe rca- 
fons, they refolved to write this pofl to Monfieur Guildermalfcn, 
to move his Majefly again for the fiicccTurs they cxpedled from 
England ; and defired me *to do the^ fame ; as I perform, by 
letting you know it. 


His Aiajcfiy s moji gracious Speech ^ yunc I2, 1701. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T RETURN you my hearty thanks for the care you have 
taken toeftablifl) the fucccflion to the crown in the proteftant 
line : and I mull not lofc this occafion of acquainting youj that 
I am likewife extremely fenfiblc of your repeated alfurances of 
fupporting me in fuch alliances as lhall be moft proper for the 
prcl'ervation of the liberty of Europe, and for the fcciirity of 
England and Holland. Your ready compliance with my de- 
firts, as to the fuccours for the Stales General, is alfo a great 
fatisfadion to me, as well as a great advantage to the common 
caufc : and as I have nothing fo much ai heart as the preferva- 
tion of the liberty of Europe, and the honour and intereft of 
England ; fo I make no doubt of attaining thofc great ends, by 
the blelling of God, and the continuance of your cheerful 
concurrence. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The feafon of the year makes it necefiary to have a fpeedy 
Tccefs ; and the poflure of affairs abroad does abfolutely require 
my prcfcnce, for the encouragement of our allies, and for the 

perfeding 
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perfecting of fuch alliances as may be moft ciFciEtiial for ilic 
common intcreft ; arid, therefore, I mull recommend a difpatch 
«>f the public bufinefs ; efpecially of tliofc matters which aic 
of the greateft ftnportancc. 

^ jfdd} cfs to bis MajeJly by the Hoitfe of Qommons^ lyoi. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

TT^E, your Majeity’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjedts, the 
Commons, in Parliament allcniblcd, do, with all ima- 
ginable cheerfulncfs, return your Mnjcfly our humble thanks 
dor your moft gracious fpcech from tlic throne ; in which your 
Majcfty is pleafed toexprefs your royal approbation of the pro- 
ceedings of your Commons : and wc do further tmanimoufly 
affurc your Majelly, tluit wc will be ready, on all occafions, 
to allift your Majefty in fupporting fuch alliances, as your 
Majefty.lhali think fit to make, in conjundtion with the Em- 
peror an 3 Stales Cicncral, for the prtferva'.ion of the liberties 
of Europe, the profperlly and peace of England, and for redu- 
cing the exorbitant power of Eraiicc. 


His Mcj) 's Anfwcr, Jane 14, 1701. 

Gentlemen, 

"I THANK you very lieartily for the unanimous alTurances 
you have given me of your readinefs \o afliii me in fupport- 
ing fuch alliances as I lliall make in conjuudlion with the Em- 
peror and the States General : it will l>c a great ciicourage- 
incnt to them, to iiud the fenfe of this kingdom fo fully cx- 
prclTed on this occafion ; and will likcuifc contribute moft cf- 
ledfually to the obtaining ihofc great ends you Iiave now men- 
tioned, on whicii tl'.e happiuefs of Eiiropc fu much depend. 


His Mojfys mojl gracious Speaby January 2, 1702. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I PROMISE myfelf you arc mot together full of ihat-juft 
ft'.'.fc of the common danger of Europe, and that icfcnt- 
nient of the late procccdirigs of the Erench King, which has 
been fo fully and uuivcrfally cxprclfed in tlu^f loyal and fcafon- 
,ab!c addrciu s of my people 

'J’lie owning and fcttiiig up the pretended Prince of Wales 
for King of l^ngUmd is not only the higheft indignity offered to 
me, and the nation, but does fo nearly concern every man, 
who has a regard for the proteftant religion, or the prefent ami 
future quiet and happiuefs of his country, that I need not prefs 
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you to lay it ferlouny to heart, and to con'nd?r, what further 
cfFeaiial means may be iifcd for fecuring the fucecllion of th^ 
crown in the* protcilant line, and cxtingiiiflung the hopes of all 
pretenders, and their open or fecrct abettors. 

Ey the r rench King’s plaeir.g his grandfon on the tlirone of 
Spain, he is.in a condition to oppvcis the rclt of Europe, imlels 
fpce*dy and 'eftedual meafures he taken; under this pietcncc, 
he become the real maftcr of the whole Spanilh monarchy; 
he has made it to be entirely depending on France, and dlfixiles 
ot it as of his own dominions ^ and, by that means, he has 
fuaroimded lus ncigl:bours in fuch a manner, that, though- the 
name of peace may be lahrto continue, yet they arc put to the 
txpenfe and inconveniencies of a war. 

This mull ailed England in the iicareH and moll fenfiblc 
manner in relpc^l: to rnr trade, which w'lll hjon become preca- 
liuns in ail” the valuable brandies of it ; in refpedto our peace 
and fa l et y at homig which wc cannot hope ilioulij conti- 
nue ; and ill Tcfpcd to that part which j'.ngland ought to take 
in the pjefoivation oE the libcity of F.iwope. 

In order lo obiiaie ihe gf.ikral calamiiv wiih which the reft 
of Chiiilcndom is ihrc.iTfrLcd by iT.is exorbitant power of 
France, I have concluded levcral alliances, according to lh« 
encoioagemciit given me by both Iloufes of Parliament; 
whicli, I will diie’!, Hull belaid befoie you; and wdiich, I 
doubt not, you will enable me to make good. 

There are fomc other Ip.aties hill depending, that hi all be 
likew ife ccnnrr.nnicatcd to yen as foon as ilicy are perfccled, 

It is lit I IhcuLi tell you, the eyes of all Eniopc arc upon^ 
this Ihirliamcnt ; all iv.attcrsuic at a Hand till your rdolulions 
arc knovMi ; and therefore no lime ongiil to be loll. 

You have yet an oppoiiunity, by God's blefhng, to fccure 
to you, and }'>ur poftcrity, the ipiiet enjoyment ;of your reli- 
gion and libcrtk'E, if you arc not wanting to yourfelves, but 
will exert the ancient vigour of tlic Fnglifh nation: but I 
tell you plainly, my opinion is, if you do not lay hold on this 
occahon, you have no reafon to hope for another. 

In order to do your part, it will be nccellary to have a great 
ftrength at fen, and to provide for the fecurity of our ihips in 
harbour ; and alfo, that there be fuch a force at land, as is ex- 
pected in pF'^poriion to the forces of our allies. 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

I do rccommciid llicfe matters lo you w'ith that c<Micern and 
earnellnefs wdiicii their importance requires : at the fame time 
I cannot but prefsyou to take c.*re of the public credit ; w’hieh 
cannot be prefgrvcd but by keeping facred that maxim,, that 
they fliall never be lofers who trull to a parliamentary fecurity* 


• I, 
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It is always with regret, when I do afk aids of my people ; 
but you will obferve, that I dcfire nothing which ^elates to any 
perfcnal expenfe of mine : I am only prefling you to do all 
you can for your own fafety and honour, at fo critical and 
dangerous a time ; and am willing, that what is given flionld 
be w'holly appropriated to the purpofes for which it«is intentjjcd. 

And, fmee I am fpeaking on this head, I think It proper to 
put you in mind, that, (hiring the late war, I ordered the ac- 
counts to be laid yearly before the Parliament ; and alfo gave 
iny aflent to fevcral bills for taking the public accounts, that 
my fubjc6is may have ratisfadion,^how the money given for 
the war was applied : and I am willing that matter may be 
put in any further way of examination, that it may appear, 
whether tliere were any mifapplications and mifmanagements ; 
or whether the debt, that remains upon us, has really arifeii 
from the (hortnefs of the fupplics, or the deficiency of the funds. 

I havt^lr^dy told yon, how neceflary difpatch will be, for 
carrying on that great public bufinels, whereon our fafety, and 
all that is valuable to ifs depends: I hope, what tini« can be 
fpared will be employed about thofe other very defirable things 
which I have fo often recommended from the throne ^ I 
mean; the forming feme good bills for employing tlie poor, for 
encouraging trade, and the further fupprciling of vice. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

L hope you are come together dclennincd to avoid all manner 
of difputcs and differences ; and refolved to acl with a general 
and hearty concurrence for pronicting ilic common caufe, which 
- alone can make this a happy fdlion. 

1 fliould think it as great a b^cflliig as could bcfal England, 
if I could obferve you as much inclined to lav afide thofe un- 
happy fatal animolilies which divide and Aveaken you, as 1 am 
difpofedtu make all my fubjtcls fufeand cafy us to any, even the 
higheft offences committed againil me. 

Let me conjure *you todifappoint the only hopes of our ene- 
mies by your unanimity : I have flicwn, aird always will 
fhew, hoAV defirous I am to be the common father of all my 
people : do you, in like manner, lay alidc parties and divifions ; 
let there be no otlicr diltin£lion heard of among us for the fu- 
ture, but of thofe who arc for the proteflant religion, and the 
prefent eftablifhment ; and of thofe who mean a popilh prince, 
and a French government. 

I will only add this ; if you do in good earnefl: defirc to fee 
England hold the balance of Europe, and to be indeed at the 
head of the proteflant intcreft, it will appear by your right 
idaproving the prefent opportunity. 

Addrejk 
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Aidrsfs to b/s ALycJfy by the Houfc of Commonsy Jan, 3, 1705^,- 

> • 

Mod gracious Sovereign, . 

your Majeily's mod dutiful and loyal fiihjcas, the 
Commons of England, in Tarliament aiiembled, do re- 
turn our moll: humble and hearty thanks to your Majefty, for 
your ^^o^: griicious fpecch from the throne ; and humbly crave 
leave to aiTure your Majclly, that this Houfc v\ili fupport and 
defend your Majelly's lawful and rightfid title to the crown of 
thefc realms, againll the pretended nee of Wales, and all 
his open and feeret abcitors and adherents, and all other your 
Majefty’s enemies whatfoever ; and we will enable your Ma- 
jedy to flicw your juft refciitmciit of the affront and indignity 
offered to- your Majefty, and tliis nation, by the French King, 
in taking upon him 10 declare the pretended Prince of Wales 
King of England, Scotland, and Ireland : and we are firmly 
and iinaniinoufty ref )lved to maintain and fupport the llicccllioii 
to ^-hc imperial crown of this realm, a»d the dominions and 
territories thereunto belongihg, in the protedant line, as the 
fame is fctlkd by ariiadl declaring tli? rights and liberties of 
the fubjecd, and fettling the fucccilion of the crown ; and fur- 
ther provided for by an aft of the laft Parliament, intituled. 

An Aft for the further J^imitation of the Crown ; and bet- 
ter feciiring tiic Rights and Libeiiicsof the Subjc6t:’’ and for 
the better effefting the fame, we will, to the utmt)d of our 
power, enable your Majefty to make good all thofe alliances 
your Majclly has mailc, or lhall make, purfuant to the ad**, 
drellcs and advice of your moll dutiful and loyrd Commons of 
the laft Parliament, for preferving the liberties of Europe, 
and reducing the cxoibiiant powxr of France. 


His Afajejifs ALfJligc to the Houfe of Commonsy Feh^ 28, 1702.. 

William Rex. 

TLJIS Majefty, being at prefent hindered, by an unhappy ac- 
cident, from coming in pcrfoii to his Parliament, is 
pleafed tofignify to the Hr)ufeof Commons, by meftage, what 
he defigned to have fpoken to both Houfes from the throne. 

His Majefty, in the fiift year of his reign, did acquaint the 
Parliament, that commilfioners were authorized, in Scotland, 
to treat with fuch commiftionersas fliould be appointed in Eng- 
land, of proper terms for uniting the two kingdoms ; and, at 
the fame time, expreffed his great dcfire of fuch an union : his 
Majefty is fully fatisfied, that nothing can contribute more to 
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the piefcrit and future peace, fccniiiy, and happintfs, T)f Eng- 
land and Scotland, than a firm and entire union between them ; 
and lie cannot but hope, that, upon a due conlideratiwn of our 
prefent ( ircnmflanrcs, there will be found a general dlfpolition 
to thiij union, l lis Majelly w'ould clleem it a peculiar felicity, 
if, during his reign, fome happy expedient lor jnaking boih 
kingdoms one might take place; and is, therefore, extremely 
defirons, that a treaty for that pnrp(>rc might be feton’fool; 
and does, in the mod earned manner, recommend this affair 
to the coididcTation of the Houfe. 


jfdilri'f:, hj the HuhJl aj Commons to her AIajcJ}y ^icc 7 i ANNE, 
Alar eh 9, 1702. 

MoH gracious Sr^'ycrcign, 

your Majefly’s mod diiiitui and loyal fuhjc<£ls, tlic 
^ Obinmons, in Parliament alien. bled, liaving a deep and 
true fenfc of the guatJoG the nation has fudained by the dealli 
ot oiir late ibvereign Lord, King William the 'Ehird, cf glori- 
ous memory, vho, nndtfr God, wiis our tjeliverer from popery 
zmd llavcry, humbly crave lexu'c to condole uith your Majedy, 
and ex[)rcfs our forrow upon tins fad occalion. 

Yoiir Majefly’s acccflitni to the throne, which we mod 
heaitily c< ngratnb.te, and sour l.nov/n zeal for our religion, 
aiuhlu nment, as by law cfiablillicd, gives us a certain 

profped <;f future hapjiim fs ; moderates our grief; and en- 
gages us imanioKiUily lo .iirure yotu Majedy, that we will, to 
the iitmofl, alild and fupprit )<'ur iVIajcily on ih.'t dwcuc 
whcic God has j/lcKca y(-’i, agaiidl the jirctcndeti 
Wales, anti all your cjuauiv s : and, hnee nc.-tlfiug can conduce 
ir;('re to l!:e h<\'.r.nr and fafety of yc>^^r Majefty, and yot: i/mg- 
il.au m; iulainiiig imiolaMc fuch aili. lu es a.s I' 'a* been 
made, or ll.at ; ur Afaiolly fiiall think fi to make, ith llie 
Emperor, Slates (!cueral of tlic United and 

other poleiUtiis, iur picferving the lib ’rtier of iuiujpe, and 
reducing the cxo’bliant power of I’Vaiicc ; vc do ailure your 
IVIajcfl) , tin.i we aie itnuiy lefolved, to ilic utmoil of e-ur 
power, locnaule^onl iVlaieUv to profec'itc thai <dovioiis de- 
lign ; and, dnit al! )(um fi.bjt'Cls may r. 11 in a inll aiUirancc of 
happinelV imd'. r vi'ur iWmlly’s uign, we will maintain the 
fucicflion of th.c crowm in iht. proielUmt line, according to the 
limitation in the fevcral aifls o.t Eitlemcnt ; ami ellcclually pro- 
vide for, and make good the public cicdit of the nation. 
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Ihr AtajcJlf i AufwcTj Almch lO, 1702. 
Gentlemen, 

*1 RET URN you my Iioaitv tl-anks for the kinti afturances 
you give me in this addrels : iliey cannot be any way more 
agreeably coiifirmccl me, vliiii hy y«nir giving ciifpatch to all 
yonr*pri p aiaoiis for the pubic Icr vice, and the fupport of our 
allies/ 


^ Her Ai ijif: ^ m')f} ]i adous Speech^ Alarch II, 1702 . 

My Lords an I Gentlemep, 

I CANNOT too much lament my own iinhappinefs, in ftic- 
ceeding to the crown P- immediately after the lols oi a King, 
who vwas the great fupport not only ot ihefc kingdoms, but ot 
all Kurope \ and 1 :un cxircmcly feiifible of the weight and dif- 
ficulty it brings upon me. 

But the true concern I have for our religion ; fot«^ic laws 
and liberties of England ; for the maint.ui'ii'Jg the fuccclTion 10 
the crown in the prolellant line; and the government in i. hurch 
and itatc, as 'by law eftabUflied ; encourages me in this great 
undertaking; which, I promife myfelf, will be lucccfstul, by 
the bleiling of God, and the continuance of that fidelity and 
aftc^lion, of which you itave given me fo full allurancc. 

The prefent conjiindure of a/faiis requires the greatcll ap- 
plication and difpatcli ; and 1 am very glad to (ind, in your 
fevcral addrefles, fo unanimous a concurrence in the fame opi- 
nion with me, that too much cannot be done for the cncoiirage- 
iiicnt of our allies to reduce the exorbitant p )wer of i‘ ranee. 

I think it very necelfary, at this time, to dclirc you to confi- 
der of proper methods tor attaining an union between England 
and Scotland, w'hich has been lo lately recomuie ruled to you 
as a matter that very nearly concerns the peace and fecurity ot 
both kingdoms. 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

I need not put you in mind, that tlie revenue for defraying 
theexpenfes of the civil government, is expired: I rely en- 
tirely upon your afFe£lions for the fupplying it in fuch manner 
as fhall be moft fuitable for the honour and dignity of the crown. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It fliall be my conftant endeavour to make you the beft re- 
turn for that duty and aifedfion which you have cxprcired to me, 
by a careful and diligent adminiflration for the good of all my 
fubjcdls : and, as I know my own heart to be entirely Englifh, 
I can very fincerely affure you, there is not any thing you can 
cxpedl or defire from me, which I fliall not be ready to do for 
VoL. 1 . Bb tha 
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thchappincfs and prolperity of England ; and you (hall always 
find me a ftridl and religious obferver of my word. 

Her Majrjifs moji gracious Speech, March 30, 1702. 

My Lords r.nd (jentleincn, 

I AM very well pleafed to have given my aHTcnt to the for 
taking the public accounts. Nothing is more reafonable 
than to give the kingdom the fatisfadfion of having thofe 
fums accounted for, wliich were rajfcd to carry on tlie late war ; 
cfpecially when it is necclfary, for our own fafety, and the 
fupportof our allies, to continue great taxes. 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

I return you my kind and hearty thanks for continuing to inc 
for my the fame revenue you had granted to the King. I 
will take great care it (hall be managed to the bdl advantage;^ 
and while my fubjedlsnemain under the burden of fuch great 
taxes, I will lhaighten myfelf iTi my own expenfes, rather 
than not contribute all t can to their cafe and relief, with a 
juft regard to the fiipport of the honour and dignity of the 
crown. It is probable the revenue may fall very (hort of what 
it has formerly produced ; however, I will give direftions, that 
one hundred thoufaiul pounds be applied to the public fcrvicc in 
this year, out of the revenue you have fo imanimoufly given me. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The prefent pofture of affairs abroad, as well as the fcafon 
of the year, obliges me to put you in mind of giving all pofti- 
ble difpatch to the public bufinefs. 

^ddrefs to her JMajeJiy by the Houfc of Commons, ATarch 31,1 702- 
Mod gracious Sovereign, 

your Majetty’s moft loyal and dutiful fubjefls, the 
Commons of England, in Parliament affembled, beg 
leave unanimoufly to return our moft humble and hearty thanks 
for your Majefty’s moft gracious fpcech from the throne ; and 
particularly for your Majefty's unparalleled grace and goodnefs, 
in declaring, that your Majcfty, out of your own revenue, 
will contribute fo largely to the eafe and relief of your fubjefts, 
at a lime when your Majefty thinks it probable that the reve- 
nue may fall very Ihort of what it has formerly produced ; and 
when yniir Majefty’s expenfes muft, of necellity, be greater 
than oremary. 


Nothing 
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• 

Nothing can more encourage your people to contribute 'with 
alacrhy to the public occafions, than to have before them fo 
great and glorious an example from your Majcfty, of zeal and 
afFc£lion for the contmon good ; and that your Majefty is fo 
\Cell plcafed to have given the kingdom the fatisfadlion of ha- 
ving thole great fnms aLCOunted for, which were raifed to carry 
on the late ^var. 

We cannot omit, upon this occalion, to repeat our fini'. re- 
folutions to maintain and defend your Ma’i lly, and you i go- 
vernment, agarnlt the pretended Pni.ee ot Wales, and all other 
your Majelty's enemies w’h^tfeever. 

May (jod prolong your Majeltys aufpicioiis reign over us, 
and bUfs tliefe kingdoms with royal ilfiie of your Majcity to 
inherit the crown of your anceftors. 


Her AlajeJiy i Anfwcry April 1702. 

Gentlemen, 

^ • 

TT is a great fatisfadlion to me to find you are fo well plcafcd 
with what I have faid. I fliall be* glad, upon all oc . alions, 
to let you lee I delire nothing fo much as the eafe and i appi- 
nefs of my people. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons to the ^ueen. May 2, 1 702. 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyful fubjeSs, the 
Commons of England, in Parliament alfembled, being 
highly feiifible of your Majefty’s great and tender care for the 
fafety and welfare of your people, do, with one voice, return 
your Majefty our moft humble thanks for your gracious conde- 
feenfion in communicating to us your royal intentions of de- 
claring war, in conjunftion with your Majefty’s allies, againft 
the French King, and his grandfon ; and we do heartily alfure 
your Majefty, that we will, to the utmoft, enable your Ma- 
jefty to carry on the faid war. 


Her Majefys AnfweVy May 1702 . 

Gentlemen, 

Y AM extremely pleafed with the alTurances of your refolution 
J to affift and fupport me in this war : I make no doubt but 
your unanimity, upon this occafion, will have a very good ef- 
fe£l for the encouragement of our allies. 

B b 2 Joint 
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*yo'int Addrefs by bothHoufes to the ^tcen^ Alay l8, 17*0^- 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjccls, tht 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons, in Par- 
liament aflembkd, beg leave to reprefent to your Majcfty, as 
our opinion, that nothing will more contribute to the eifediial 
carrying on the jiiil and ncccifary war, wherein you are .en- 
gaged ; to the interrupting the trade of your enemies ; to the 
depriving them of intelligence ; and reducing them to the 
greatell llra'ti \ than an entire prohibition ot all correfpori- 
dence with Fr-jnee and Spain, on the pari of the allies: and 
we do thcreiorc humbly advife your Majedy, that yovi will be 
pleafed, fo foon as may be, to engage the Emperor, the States 
General, and your other allies, to join with your Majcfty in 
prohibiting, in the llridelt manner, and under the fevereft pe- 
nalties, all inlercoiirfc by loiters, or otlierw ife, between the 
fubjefts of your Majclly and your allies, and the fubjefts of 
France Spain. 


Her Majejiy's Anfwcry *Afuy 22, 1702. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I SHALL propofe to the allies to join with me in prohibiting 
all intcicourlc and correfpoiulence with France ami Spain, 
according to your dcfircs : and I am too much concerned for 
the public welfare, to omit any necclfary precautions for the 
p rote d ion of our trade. 


Her Majcfty s moji gracious Speech y OHober 1702, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is w'ith great fatisfadion I meet this Parliament, which I 
have fuir.-iioned to aililt me in ca:T)ing on the juft and nectf- 
(nry war in which we are engaged. 1 have called you toge- 
ther as early as was confident with your convenience in coming 
out of your Lveral coimtiicS ; and 1 allure myfclf of fuch evi- 
dences of your :iH’ct‘^iions to me, and of your 'zeal for our 
comiiKUi caijfe, as Vvill not only give fpiril and torwarduefs to 
our own preparuthms, but fuch example and encouragement 
to our allies, as by (lod'.s blelling, cannot fail of a good effect 
for the advantage ot the whole confederacy. 

1 have met vdib. fo numy cxpreHions ol joy and faiI<fadioi> 
in ail the coun’ri.s through winch I have lately had occafion to 
pafs, tliat I canm>t but lool; upon thei.i as true nieafiires of the 
duty and affectiou of the rell oi my fubj^cis. 


Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

1 muft defue you to grant me fuch fuppUes, as will enable 
me to comply both with our particular treaties ami er .arcmcnts 
already made, and fuch others as may he ncccifary foiMhe en- 
couragement of our allies, and the profeculing the war, where 
it fllall moft fenfibly alFedl our enemies, and be moil: eftcftual 
for difappointirig the boundlefs ambition of France. 

Ami that my fuhjt els may the mure ( luerfully bear the ne- 
ceiTary taxes, I dcfire you to infpcv^l the accounts of all the 
public receipts and payments; and if there have been any 
abiifes or mifinanagemcnts,* I hope you will deted (hem, that 
the olfenders may be puni filed, and others be deterred, by fuch 
examples, from the like practices. 

I mull ohferve to you, with fonie concern, that the funds 
given by the lull Parliament have, in fomc meafure, fallen 
ihort of the fums propofed to be raifed by them ; and though I 
have already paid, ami applied to the public fcrvicc^hc hun- 
dred thoiifand pounds wliich I piomifcc^to the lalt Parliament, 
yet it has not fupplied tha u4eficiency. 

• 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I cannot, without much trouble, take notice to yon of the 
difappointment wc haw had at Cadiz. 1 have not yet had a 
particular account ot that cnierprizc, nor all the dithculties our 
force,':, may have met there ; bin I have had fuch a reprefentation 
of difordcrs ajid abuljs committed at Pori Saint Mary’s, as has 
obliged me to give diredl.ons ior the llridcit exainiiution of 
that matter. 

1 am earncflly defirotis, for all our f.ikcs, tliat this may 
prove a Ihort feilion ; however, I hope, yon will find time to 
conft'dcr of fomc better and more effectual m-. thod to prevent 
the exportation of wool, and to improve ilial itianiiladlurc, 
which is of great confeiiuencc to the whole kingdom : on my 
part, nothing fliall be omitted for its encduragcmenl. 

1 am firmly perfuaded that the love and good ailed ion of my 
fubjeds is the furefl pledge of their duly and obedience, and 
tlic trucll and jnflefl: fupport of the throne ; and as I am rc- 
folvcd to defend and maintain the church, as by law eilab- 
lilhed, and to proted you iu the full enjoyment of all your 
rights and liberties, fo 1 rely upon your care of me. My inte- 
rells and yoiir’s are infcparablc, and my endeavours lhall never 
be W'anting to make you all fafe and happy. 


Bb 3 
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jiddrefs by the Hiufe of Commons, Oli, 26, i’JQ7, 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

T)^E, your MajcftV*; mofl: dutiful and loyal fubjcfls, the 
Comrrons, in Parliament allembled, do beg leave to 
lay bjcfore your Majefty our mofl humble and hearty thanks 
for your moi'c gracious fpecch from the throne, which gives us 
fuch inflances of your Miijefty’s tender concern for your people, 
and of your entire conhdence in their afFe^ions, as mull en- 
gage them to make your Majefty the utmoft returns of duty and 
gratitude. • 

It is great condefeenfion in your Majefty to take notice, in 
fo public a manner, of the cxprcftions of joy ami fatisfadiion 
with which your Majefty was received in all the countries 
through which you had occafion lately to pafs : all your fub- 
jefls have already received fo many benefits under the influ- 
ence of ^ur Majefty’s happy government, that your Majefty 
mull have met with thejike in any other part of your domini- 
T)ns that you had honoured with your niyal prefencc. 

The late difappointmemt at Cadiz doc\'> the more afFe6l us, 
becaufe it gives your Majefty fo much trouble ; but this mif- 
fortunc cannot make us forget, that the protciElion and fecurity 
of our tiadc, the vigorous fupport of your Majefty’s allies, and 
the wonderful progrefs of your Majefty’s arms, under the con- 
diuEl of the Earl of Marlboro iigli, have lignally retrieved the 
ancient honour and glory of the Engl i lit nation. 

After your Majefty’s repeated all u ranees wc neither doubt 
of the full enjoymeut of all our rights and liberties, nor of your 
Majelty’s defending and maintaining the church, as by law' ef- 
tabliftied. Your Majefty has been ahvays a moft illuftrious 
ornament to this church, and have been expofed to great ha- 
zards for it ; ami ihcrcfore wc promife ourfclvcs, that in your 
Majclly’s reign we fltall fee it pcrfedly reftored to its due 
rights and privileges, and fecured in the fame to poftcrity, 
which is only to be done by di veiling ihofc men of the power 
who have Ihewn they want not the w ill to deftroy it. 

Tlic profpecl of tliefe blcllings, and your Majefty’s dcfire to 
have the accf>uni.s of the public receipts and payments in- 
fpedlcd, and to have any abiifes and mifmanagemenis thereof 
punilhed, will very much endear your Majefty to your people, 
and encourage us moft cheerfully to aifill your Majefty -with 
thofc fupplies that may cfFeflually enable your Majefty to make 
good fuch alliances as ftiall be necelTary to profecute the war, 
>yhcre it lhall moft fenlibly afFc£l your enemies, and thereby 
difappoint the boundlefs ambition of France, 


Your 
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Youi*Majefty may fafely rely upon the care of your faithful 
Commons. The value you are plcafed to fet upon ihe love 
and affedlion of your fuhjeds, is the highell ; bli^ation that 
can be laid on them, to give your Majefty pledges thereof, in 
their duty and obedience ; liicy are, and ihall always be, 
fenfiblc that your Maje(!y’s intcrefts and theirs arc infeparable ; 
and ns they gratefully acknowledge your Majelly’s great defigns 
to make them fafe and happy, fo their prayers and lincereft 
endeavours (hall never be wanting to make your Majeity’s 
reign more profperous and more glorious than any of your 
Majefty’s royal predeceflbrs. 


Her A'fajcjifs Anfwcry O^feher 28, 1702. 
Gentlemen, 

T THANK you very kindly for the many marks of your duty 
and affedtion expreiled in this addrefs. 

Nothing can be a greater fatistadion to me, than an entire 
confidence between me and my fubjeds. 


Adcffage from her AlajcJiy to the Houje of Commons^ 

No V ember 21 f 1702. 

Anne Rex. 

TTER Majefly,^ confidering that there is hut a very fniall pro- 
viliup made for ilie Prince her hufband, if he furvive 
her Majeiiy, and that her Majcft} is retrained from increafing 
the friV'j b) the late ad of Parliament Tor fettling her n venue, 
thinks it neceflary to recommend the making a further provi* 
iion for the Prince to your coniideration. 

St. fames' Sj Nov. 20thf 1702. 


Her A 4 a}ejiys A/rcJ)age to the Houfe of Commons j Dec, 10, 1702. 
Anne Rex. 

'T^HE Earl of Marlborough’s fervices to her Majefty, and ta 
the public, have been fo eminent, both in his command 
in the army, and in his having eftabllfhed an entire confidence 
and good corrcfpondcnce between her Majefty and the States 
General, that (he has thought fit to grant the title of a Duke of 
this kingdom to him, and to the heirs male of his body, as alfo 
a penfion pf five thoufand pounds per ann. upon the revenue of 

£ b 4 tbc 
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the pofl-ofl-cr, for the fiippori of this hoiio?ir, during licr Ma- 
jcffy’s naiural life. 

If it had been in her Majefty’s power, (he would have granted 
the fame term in the pcnfion as in the honour , and flic hopes 
you will think it fo reafoiiable in this cafe, as to hnd fome proper 
method of doing it. 

Su James'sy December lO, 1702. • ‘ 


Addrcfa to her Majtjiy by the Houfe of Commons^ Dec, 1 8 , I702. 

Mofi gracious Sovereign, • 

your Majoity’s molt dutiful and loyal fubje^ts, the 
Commons, in I^arliair.cnt affembled, humbly beg leave 
to declare our unanimous fali.iadlion in ihc jiiil eiieein vour 
MajJly has been pleafed to exprefs of the eminent fervices 
perfonned by the Duke of Marlborough, who has not only, 
by his cc/ffili,<^l ot the army, reliicvcd the ancient iionoiir and 
glory ol il e r<nglilh naUon, but by his negotiations, cUablillied 
an entire conl.dencc and good correfpondcncc between your 
Majelly and the Stales ^^icueral, and th< rein vindicated the 
gentlemen (if England, who ha<l, by the vile pracS^iccs of delign- 
ing men, b<.en traduced, and induitrioufly reprefented as falfc 
to your Majelly’s allies, bccaufe they were true to the in- 
terclts of their country. 

It is their unexprellihlc grief, that your Majelly *s mod du- 
tiful Commons find any iullance wherein tlioy are unable to 
comply with what your MajcUy pre^pofes to them ; but they beg 
leave humbly to lay before iVlajclly ihc apprchenlions they have 
of making a pj credent ior future alienations of the revenue of 
the crown, which has been fo much reduced by the exorbitant 
grams of the lall icign, and which has been fo lately fettled 
and fecured by your Majefty’s unparalleled grace and good- 
nefs. 

Wc arc infinitely pleafed to obferve, by your Majefly's late 
giacious acceptance of the Duke of Marlborough ^s fervices, 
that the only way to obtain your Majclly^s favour is to defervd 
well from the public ; and w’c beg leave to allure your Ma- 
jeftv, that v.'hencvtT you tliall think lit to rew-ard fuch merit, it 
fliall be to the entire fatisfadion of your people. 


He, 
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Her Majtj}/ s Anjwery Decanbct 22 y iyo2* 

tSH'LIv alv/ays think myfwlf much concerned to reward 
thoie who dcLrve well of me, and of the piildic. On this 
occafton I hedowi i ffvne fuvrurs .m the Duke ot Marlborough, 
and I am glad to fuid you tluuk tli^y have been well placed. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons y ’January y, 1703* 

Moll gracious Sovereign, 

TT7E* your M.-jelly's rjioll duiiful and loyal fubjedls, the 
Commons, in Parliament aiTcmbled, do beg leave to 
return your Majefty our humble thanks for your Majcfty’smoll 
gracious coiKlel’cenru)n in comnuinicating to your Commons the 
the ftveral memorials, tranfat^ions, and letters, that have 
patPed between your Majelly and the Slates ( icucral, for the 
aug’.!^ ntation nt your Majclly’s forces, which ar(;^to a<ft in 
coujMidlion with the forces ot the States General ; by all which 
your Commoiu arc cmirely convince(>of your Majelty’s great 
tend' Micls of your fuhjcds, in not laying a greater burden upon 
the..! . '.an the ncceifily of aflairs does abfolutely require. 

And your Commons do humbly allure your Majeity, that in 
cafe •your Majcdy lhall think it ncccllhry to enter into any 
fiK’hci ner^ouati^m fer incrcaling the forces which are to aft in 
conjiiLctiop V. itn llic forces of the States Cjcneral (for whofc 
intercu and prefervation \vc (hall always have the greateft rc- 
gaidj your Commons will enable your Majelly to make good 
the fame. 

And your Commons do further crave leave humbly to be-' 
feech your Majelly that yon will be pleafed to infill upon it 
■with the States General, that there be an immediate (top of all 
polls, and of all letters, bills, and all other correfpondence, 
trade, and commerce with Krance and Spain, which your 
Commons an- humbly of opinion is fo abfolutely nccelfary for 
carrying on the jull and nccelfary war wherein your Majelly is 
engaged, to the interrupting the trade of your enemies, and re- 
ducing tlicm to the grcatell llraits, that your Commons do 
humbly delire that England may not be charged with the pay 
of fuch additional troops, but from the day when fuch Hop 
lhall be made by the States General. 


Her 
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Hlt Add} if Janua}y 9 , 1)0^, 

Gentlemen, 

TT is with great fatisfaflion that I receive this addrefs, which 
enables me to join with the States General in augmenting 
our forces according to their delire. . 

I make no doubt but the condiiiou you mention will be ap- 
proved, fincc It is abibintcly necelfary for the good of the whole 
alliance; and 1 i!j dl tljis idglit fend diredlions to my mi- 
niller in Holland, to c onoui- witli the Slates General in pro- 
viding the troops accordingly. 


Add}cf to her Aloufy hy i'^c I lonje oj Commons^ Feh» II, 17^3* 

Moft gra( ions Soveregn, 

TXT’E yiF/ur Majedy’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjccls, the 
Commons, in Pa];iiament cdrcmhlcd, (being deeply fen- 
fible, that notvvitldianding the inunc^ifc fmns w\hich have been 
raifed for the feivice of t4ie laie war, the nation ftill labours 
under a vaft debt of many millions oi money,) do think it our 
indifpenfable duty to lay before your rvlajcily the unhappy 
caufes and inlluimcnts which appear to us to liave brought 
this heavy burthen u))()ii y^mr pt ople ; not doubting but \ our 
Majcfty.will be gracioully plcafed, in your great wifdom and 
gootlnefs, to give fiuh eftl chial orders, that neither any incliredl 
pradices (hall be (iiflercd, nor any perfons inlnifted with the 
adminiftration ot public affairs, who have been the authors of 
all our miferies. 

W'c iheiefore luimbly ^.lavc ^cavc to rcprcrciit to jour Ma- 
jefty, that during tlic faid war, which was carried on in de- 
fence of the pvoteftant religion, and tb.e liberties of Europe, 
againfl the common enemy of buili, and therefore cheerfully 
fupported by the people ol England, yet even then, when the 
•great ncceiliues of the kingdom did ivcpiiic a more than ordi- 
nary frugality, there appears to have been a gcttcral mifmanage- 
ment of the public rtxeniie, which was principally owing to 
fome of tlic great ofticers of the treafnry, who, being more 
intent on tlieii own private profit than the due execution of 
their public trulrs, did neither difeharge the duty of their own 
places, nor take care that the fubordinate officers (hould dif- 
eharge theirs. 

And we can attribute it to no other caufethan this remifTnefs 
in the treafury, that many receivers in the fcveral counties of 
England and WaUs made fo long and unncceflary delays in 
* theif 
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their rcfpeaive payments into the exchequer, of the taxes 
given by Parliament, and levied on year Maje/ly's good fub- 
jeds, by which means they made unreafonablc advantages to 
themfelves, whiUl the public was forced to pay great interefl: 
and large premiums, not only for the want of theii own money, 
but, as we have great reafon to believe, many limes for the loan 
of it ; and'fcveral receivers, in fiich intermediate time, have 
failed, with confiderable fums in their hands, to the great lofs 
and damage of i he public. 

Your dutiful Commons do further humbly reprefent to your 
Majefty, that great fums of money have been bonowed, and 
divers tallies, with intcreftj ftruck unneceffarily upon the af- 
fefl'ments, and other parliamentary aids, before the public oc- 
cafions ha^ e required them ; and this pradice hath been pur- 
fued when votes of credit have been obiained, upon repre- 
fentations made to your Commons of very prelling ncceilirics 
for the fame, whereby many officers of the revenue^^ and their 
friends, have had an opportunity to receive great fums for inte- 
reft, which did occur on fuch tallics«before tlieir money was 
paid in to the ufe of the public, for the advantage of which in- 
tereft we have alfo reafon to believe that many accountants, 
who have received from the exchequer great fums of money 
for the life of the public, did indullrioully delay the payment 
thereof to the fcamen and foldiers to whom it was due ; and 
this feems to be the great inducement that made fuch account- 
ants truft great fums of the public money in the hands of 
goldfmiihs and other perfons, in order to make private advan- 
tages of it, and lend it back to the exchequer in other perfons 
names: all which tended to the great damage of your Ma- 
jefty ’s good fubjeds, and the manilelt Vv^rong and difeourage- 
ment of the fcamen and foldiers, and to the great dillionuur of 
the Englifh nation. 

I his evil practice of firlkinglallies, with intcrcft, before the 
money was paid in, was alfo attended with another great in- 
convcniency to the public ^ that whenever the nation had occa- 
fion for ready money to anfwcr the prefent necelfitics of the 
kingdom, many perfons v^ho advanced their money upon 
loan, knowing tiny Ihould have the fam^. advantages by delay 
as by prompt payment, wtjpid not bring their money into the 
exchequer for feveral months after the tallies were ftruck, 
whereby the government was forced, in the mean time, to 
pay cxcelTive rates for (tores and prnvifions for the army and 
navy, in regard the merchants and tradefmen could have no 
ready money for their goods, but remote tallies upon a large 
fdifeount. 

An4. 
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AhJ bv ilif “tir! oili r undue means, a very great part of 
all the piibiu* aids v. ere Ppiandercd away in extravagant in- 
tereA, iaigc prciniiuni, aad in CAecihio latcs for ftoieaiul pro- 
\ I lion., V ln«h has bLCfi one oi the gicat caufes that hath brought 
To hfavy a debt upon tiiis r.aiion. 

But here wc cantU'*, in jnlticc, oinit to acknowledge tlie 
prefent ^^od inai ai Mjicitl oi thj tiLafiiry, whe.cby, for the 
honour ol y'ur g neriunMit, and the ad\ ai tage ot ilic wliolc 
nation, no dUiy lalU. w ith inlLrcfl, are perniitlLd to 

be fiiiiv-k, nui in(ni n’orny a* ‘.iV time boir(nved than the nc- 
celbluhot Ih nati(jn (\'^ rct^ei c ; anj c:uc is tc^kenfor fuppoit- 
iiig the crtdiiL of ibe chip! < * t'lc ni .7, vi(!:t.iallnig, and otiicr 
pnl)ljc OihcL , ill it all iio!‘ - and piv)vil'p .s aie in g )i;d mca- 
lint p:owi(iai uidi as go\’t aiit *i!it.i jc to the jjpMr, as if the 
fame wcie pinchafed wi»h reuly nune^ ; v/hicli hogahty and 
good iTJanagonicnl will be found to be one i)l iiu* mo A ef- 
fc<J\iial ir^^ns to make wnir MajeAy s j^ovcinmenl cafy at 
home, and to cairy on a vigoious v. xi againll: the common ene- 
my abroad. • 

And wc hiiinbl) crave Ik'vc fiir^itcr to rcprcfcnl to your Mu- 
jefty, that though } >ur Commoi.s [who art* alvva}s ready to 
fiipporl the dignity of the crown i .d anopl) provided all thofe 
films which (according to the large A elfin ates laid before 
them) w’cic thought iRviiraiy for the occalion^ of the civil lift ; 
yet, ovtr and above the faitl fun'*:, and out of the aids given 
by Parliament, (wliieh, Ly the law of England, are appro- 
priated, and ought to have bet n cinpb" cd to the commt'n profit 
of the whole realm,) many larg'* fums o'f money, during the 
time of fuel) heavy taxes upon tlv people, have been diverted, 
under the head of fecrel A rvice^, and for falarics, bounties, 
and pcnlions to piivate prtfo.i , vvlfieh [U proper to be paid 
at all) ought to have bcvu luppHed out f)f the civil lift ; nay, to 
fo great a dcg.ee did this proliirenei's extend, that feveral thou- 
fand pound > were paid out (A the public aid, to purchafe grpat 
places tor the laie Kail of Suiuleil intl, and the prefent Eail of 
Albemarle: lo little could \ our Commons depend upon the 
integrity of the public ofiaeis, lo littb* icgard was had by 
them to thole heavy taxes the people lay under, that no- 
thing lels could Acure ilic public m^ncy from mifapplications 
than an exprefs claufe ut appropriation, which, thmjgh not at 
all ncCvAary tor the fccuriiy ot the public money in general, 
but only to dirt<ft the application of it in fome particular cafes ; 
yet, wdienrvcr vour Commons made no fiich particular appro- 
priation, they Itlilom failed to mi (apply the public nuincy, 
which has been another great caufe of the heavy debt that lies 
upon the nation. 


And 
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And your Commons humbly crave leave further to reprefent 
to your Majefty, that the ancient and eilabliflied method of 
accounting in your Majefly’s exchequer ha\h been in manner 
following; that is to fay, the auditor of the receipt is to make 
out and tranfiuit tl;e iiupreit rolls half-yearly to your Majefty’s 
reiTjembrancer, in order to the charging and profccuting of 
accountants ; which being communicated to the auditors of the 
iinpfeft, they arc to certify to the faid remembrancer, what 
accountants have not brongiit in, or profeciiied ihcir accounts ; 
and thereupon the rcineiubranccr is oblig'd, every ilfuable 
term, to iliiic out procefs again If them : fo that the auditor of 
the receipt is the main wheel that fet^ all tiie red a-going; and 
when that great officer is deficient in his duty, it is not regular, 
nor indeed pofiible, for the rcil to proceed ; but all procefs 
againft accountants niull: be at a rranil, and your Majclly, and 
all your loyal fubjecls, muft extremely fulFcr by it. And as to 
clerk of the pells, he is to examine the impre^ rolls, but 
the auditor is obliged to tranfiuit them to the remembrancer; 
and when, through the ncglcdl or cortuption of the faid offi- 
cers, this ancient method and courfc of the exchequer was not 
fo llridly obferved as it ought to have been, it uas exprcfsly 
provided by an ad of Parliament, fo lately made as in the eighth 
and ninth years of the reign of his late Mcjclly King Wil- 
liam, of glorious mcmoiy, and Inlitnled, “An A cl for the 
better Obfervalion of the Courfc anciently ufed in the Receipt 
of the Exchequer,'* in thefe words lollowlng ; lh.it is to fay, 
“ That the auditor of tltc receipt fl'.all tranlinil the ordinary 
impreft rolls iialf-yearly to the King's rtmembianccr, in order 
to the charging or profccuting of acccuiitanls, and lhall half- 
yearly, to wii, at Eailcr and Michaelmas, lAakc out, and 
tranfniit to the faid coinmiffioncrs ot the treafury, or the trea- 
furer for the time being, tlic declaration of the receipts, ifl'ues, 
and remains, at the ext liequcr, for every Hllf-year fucccflivcly : 
all which matteis and tilings, atid all other maitcrs and things 
belonging to the office and duly of the auditor (jf the receipt, 
lhall be faithfully and carefully done and performed by the au- 
ditor of the receipt for the liijic being, in fiich manner as hath 
been anciently acciillomed.’* And it is thereby further pro- 
vided, That the faid auditor do, as frequently as he thinks 
fit, but at lead once in every three momhs, carefully examine 
the tellers vouclicrs for tlie payments, which he allows in his 
weekly certificates.*’ IJut fo it is, mod gracious Sovereign, that, 
notwithdanding the plain and exprefs words of the faid datule, 
fo lately made, when Charles, Lord Halifax, the prefent au- 
ditor of the receipt, was himfcli a member of that Parlia- 
ment, yet he luiii taken fo little care to difeharge the duty of 
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his office, for the intereft of your Majcfly and the fccurity of 
the public, 'hal he hath not duly pertormed any one of tlie par- 
ticulars al»ove mentioned; and, for want ot examining the 
tclhr? legal vouchci^, the faicl auditor hath rnanifellly deceived 
your Majclly, uiid t.ic pjiblic, by inferting into the weekly cer- 
tihcale.*^ ot the receipts, i.fues, and remains in the exchequer, 
fuch Turns ot «roncy as were never adhially and bona fide paid 
to tlv proper panics, nor the crown legally difeharged thereof; 
and as to the i.nprcfs roils, your Commons cannot without 
grief obfcivc to your iVIajefly, that, not withflauding there may 
be fix impref' rolls now tr.infmittcii to the remembrancer, yet 
it is well known in the faid office, that none of the faid rolls, 
from the eight and twentieth of June, one ihoufand feven hun- 
dred, excliifive, were fo tranfmiited, till' very lately, after the 
two and twentieth of January laft, and after the faid commif- 
fioneis of accounts had made their inquiries into that negleft, 
by order your Commons, which being long after the tim^ 
they ought to have been tranfmitted, the faid auditor was very 
far from doing his duty in this particular ; and, by reafon of 
this negle6l, no charge could he made in the mean time upon 
the refpedtive accountants, who have received vaft fums of the 
public money, wliich are unaccounted for to this day ; and by 
this means, notwithllanding the imprefs accountants ought 
annually to account within three months after the end of each 
year, yet due procefs hath not, nor indeed could iffue out 
againft them ; and many perfons who have received great fums, 
by w’Ry of impreft, from the treafurer of the navy, and pay- 
maftcr of the army, arc fkreened from profccution, and, not 
being fet mfuper in the exchequer, cannot be regularly called 
to an account for the monies by them received : and we have 
great reafon to believe, that the damage to the public, by this 
ncglefl in the faid auditor, and his prcdccelTor, may amount to 
feveral millions of tnoney ; lince, by length of time (during 
which the principal accounts have been ncgledcd) many of 
the perfons who received the faid public money, arc cither dead 
or become infolvent : and the greater the negledl of the former 
auditor was, before the making the faid llatute, and before the 
prefent auditor came to his office, the greater ought to have 
been his care to difcliargc his duty, purfuant to that law which 
he himfcif was prefent at the making of, and which he has fo 
highly negledtcci for the fpacc of three years, and upwards, 
ever fince he came into the laid office, to the great detriment 
of your Majefiy, and all your loyal fubjefts. 

And notwi'hdanciing it was alfo provided by another aft, 
made in tlic fourth year of the late King William and Qiiceti 
Mary, chap. 3. “ 'I liat, in cafj any oiliccr of the exchequer 

fhould 
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(hould demand or take any fee, gratuity, or reward, or mlfap^ 
ply any of the weekly fums therein mentioned, or Ihould not 
perform other things, which, by the faid ad, they are required 
to perform, they lliall forfeit their oilices, and be uncapablc 
of any office or place of tnift yet the faid auditor Itath aded 
contrary to the faid ftatute, and hath received fcveral fums of 
money to his own ufe, contrary to law, and the trull repofed iii 
him ; for all which, or any other breaches of his duly, as well 
as for thofe formerly laid before your Majefly (for whofe gra- 
cious anfwcr to our humble addrefs on that occulion we return 
your Majcfty our moll hulyible and hearty thanks) wc earnellly 
<iclire your Majclly will be graciouliy plcafcd to order your 
attorney general cffedtially to profccule at law the faid atjditor 
of the receipt ; and thus, as wc have feen great and good 
aSions rewarded by your Majclly, we doubt not but to fee all 
deceits and mifmanngerncnl.s duly p-inilhed ; lince your Com- 
mons can propofe no benefit to ihcmfclvos by all Acir inqui- 
ries, unlefs the laws are put in due execution, and thofe who 
have lived fo long in dcfianire ol‘ them, tome at lall to feci their 
weight. • 

And, by the ncglcft of the faid auditor, and his prcdecclTor, 
the auditors of the imprcll, and the rcniembianccr, and other 
officers of the exchequer, have not been able to proceed in their 
duty, according to the law and conrfc of tl'x‘ exchequer; fevc- 
ral of which officers have been alfo negligent therein ; whereby 
all the public accounts of the nation arc far behind : the ftate 
whereof, (as delivered in to the comnuliioners of accounts,) 
in the particulars hereafter mentioned, is followcih : ’ 

The Earl of Ranelagh, late paymallcr of your Majefty^s 
forces, of one and twenty millions and upwards, received in 
fourteen years time, hath palled no account, dining all the late 
reign, farther than the laft of December one thoufand fix hun-* 
dred and ninety, nor any other account, farther than March 
one thoufand fix hundred and ninety-two ; which was not de- 
clared before the twentieth of June laft, and even that upon 
vouchers which were not fufficient for a legal difeharge. 

The commiffioners for the Tick and wounded have brought 
in no accounts during all the late reign ; and none fince, any 
further than the one and thirtictli ot December one thoufand 
iix hundred and ninety. 

The late treafurer of the chamber, Sir Rowland Gwyn, the 
late mailer of the robes, the Earl of Albemarle, and Mr. 
Parkhurft, Mr. Pafchall, and others, commiffioners of the 
prize-office, have delivered in no accounts at all to the audi- 
tors of the inqueft. 

Jacob 
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Jacob Vanderefche, Efq. paymafter of his late Majc.Ty"? 
Dutch forces, hath received three millions twenty-five thoufand 
feven hundred fifty three pounds, nine flnllings, and fixpence ; 
which, by compulation, is fifty-two tiioiifuid nine hundred and 
feven pounds, fix (liillings. and eight pence rarlh'ng, more than 
the pay of ihofe troops could have amounted to, if they had 
been always complete \ no dediuHions made from them ; and 
upon an Englifli cftablifhment, which all of them were not ; 
and yet the faid Vanderefche hath palled no account at all ; 
and, though often fummoned, hath never appeared before the 
faid commillioners of the public accounts, but ftands indebted 
to the faid troops in one hundred and twelve thoufand two 
hundred twenty-nine pounds, nine (hillings, and eight pence, 
which is now demanded, as an arrear due to them from your 
Majefty, and the public. 

The late treafurer of the navy, of feventcen millions and 
upwards r/'/:cived, hath brought in feveral accounts to the laft 
"of December one thoufand fix hundred and ninety-eight : his 
account for the year orit thoufand fjx hundred and ninety-two, 
was declaied the third c^iy of July lafl: ; fincc which the ac- 
counts of the ilircc following years only have been declared. 

The faid treafurer, by Mr. Papillion, cafhicr of the vidiial- 
ling-oflicc, hath puffed no account during all the late rcignj far- 
ther than the one and thirtieth of December one thoufand fix 
hundred and ninety-fix ; which was not declared till the nine- 
teenth of May one thoufand feven hundred and one ; and, on 
the foot of that account, he remained indebted five hundred 
thirty-four thoufand iwenty-fcvcn pounds, three (hillings, and 
three pence. 

And many other accountants, who it would be too tedious 
to ciuimcraic to your Majefty, are either far behind in their 
accounts, or have never brought in any accounts at all ; info- 
niuch that, although forty -five millions five hundred fixly -eight 
thoufand feven hundicd twenty-five pounds, nineu’cn lliillings, 
and two pence farthing, (a fum never known to be raifed in 
very many reigns before,) hath been levied on your Majefty’s 
good fubjecls, and ilfued out of the exchequer to the feveral 
paymafters and treafurersof the navy, army, and oidnance, for 
the fervicc of the late war, between the fifth of November one 
thoufand fix hundred and eigluy-cight, and the eighth of March 
laft paft, (befides the feveral millions of money raifed for other 
public ufos,) yet the far greateft part theieof hath not been 
accounted for to this day ; to the great dilfatisfaftion of your 
people, and the great dilhonour of the Englifli nation. 

^By theft; ncglecffs and d'.-Iays, all accounts have been render* 
ed fo intricate aiivi coiifuUd, tliai the feveral accountants have 
«s had 
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had great opportunities of defrauding the public ; the difco- 
very of their frauds has been made very difficult ; and a hin- 
derance thereby is given to the pafiing all fucceeding accounts. 

Hence it is, that fo many public officers and accountants 
have raifed great cltatcs to themfelves, at the expenfe of the 
pi^ic, vvhen it is evident, they have had no lawful moans to 
attain them , ajid fcvcral peiTons, whofe duly it was to hinder’ 
fuch exorbitances, rneafuring their r^^jueds r-tlier by their own 
avarice t .an llicir merit, have obtained for themfelves grants, 
to fiich a value, as in foregoing reigns have b'.cn efteemed large 
fiipplics towards great and public fervices : which has been 
another groat caiifo of the debt that lies upon the nation. 

And your Commons do fiirtlicr humbly reprefent to your 
Majelty, that, notv\ iildiaiiding fuch vait fiims i.Tued out to the 
faid late paymafter and treafurcr, whereby yoiir Commons had 
amply provided for all thofe fervices, and for the effcftual car- 
rying on the war againft France, .yet they find to^heir great 
forrow, that not only the officers, but the feamcn and foldiers, 
who on all occafions have behaved thctxtfelves bravely in de- 
fence of their country, have not beeij paid during the late war, 
and that great Anns are ftill owing to many of them ; whereas, 
if the public money had been duly applied to the ufes for which 
it was given by your Commons, inftcad of thofe many hardfhips 
that were endured by your Majeily’s inoft faithful fiibjedls and 
their families, who ferved fo well in your fleets and armies, 
they would have had juftice done them during the lad war, and 
been encouraged more cheerfully to engage the mfelvcs in this. 

But, inflead of juftice, we have too much reafon to believe, 
that thofe very perfons who, by long and imnccelfary delays, 
have compelled them to accept of remote tallies and paper fe- 
curltics, have (amongft others) taken advantage of their necef- 
fities, and employing brokers to buy up thofe tallies and fecu»» 
rities at a low rate, have afterwards paid themfelves with that 
ready money which they Ihould at firlt have diftributed to the 
feamcn and foldiers. 

And fuch was the myftcrious trade upon tallies and exche- 
quer bills, which was formerly carried on by common brokers, 
betwixt the exchange and the exchequer, and which did, as it 
were, prey upon the very vitals of the government, and fo 
great gain was made thereby at the expenfe of the public, that 
vail funis of money were employed in it ; which did very mucli 
leflen the true trading ftock of this nation : whereby both the 
exportation of the woollen and other maniifadlures of this 
kingdom, and the importation of bullion, and other commo- 
dities of foreign countries, to be manufadinred in England, 
have been very much obftrudled, to the great prejudice of your 
VoL. I. Cc Majefty's 
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MajeRy^s curtortis, the lofs of the balance of. trade, and the 
general impoverifliment of the whole kingdom. 

And though the faid late paymafter and treafiircr, by long 
and unneceifary delays in fettling their accounts, have in great 
meafure prevented any difeovery of their undue proceedings, 
and have endeavoured to prote^f theinfelves from a juft and^air 
account to the nation, by privy feals, and other unjuftifiablc 
warrants, futreptitioufly obtained, for*pafling their accounts 
without proper vouchers, contrary to the law and coiirfe of the 
exchequer ; yet your Commons, by the great fidelity and dili- 
gence of the faid commiflioners for taking, examining, and 
Rating the public accounts of the kingdom, have not only dif- 
covered the feveral mifmanagements above-mentioned, but 
alfo, fome of the unwarrantable proceedings ufed by the faid 
late paymafter of your Majcfty*s forces ; by whom a confide- 
rable part of the money which came to his hands, and which 
ouglit nowvo have been applied to any other purpofe than the 
payment of the army, hath been diverted to his own and to 
other private tifcs ; for all which, jipon a full and fair hearing 
in his own defence, he Iwith juftly incurred the cenfurc of this 
Houfe, and been declared guilty of a higli crime and mifde- 
meanour. 

And we find to ottf tinfpeakable grief, whilft his late Ma- 
jefty was engaged in the profccution of the glorious defign of 
preferving the proteftant religion, and the liberties of Europe, 
and was thereby neceflitated to commit the care of the public 
affairs in this kingdom to particular minifters, whereof a very 
few were more particularly intrufted with the chief adininiftra- 
tion, and who have been the great caufes of all the unhappy 
differences amongft us, this general mifmanagement of the pub- 
lic affairs did a£lually fpread itfclf over the whole kingdom, 
and feems to be owing (amongft other things) to a difpofition 
of offices and places, where men were rather chofen for their 
inclinations to ferve a party, than for their qualification to 
ferve the public. 

And thefe men, being confeious to themfelves of the many 
frauds and offences committed againft the public, have no other 
hopes to fhelter themfelves from juftice, but by taking away 
the reputation of thofe who defire to do right to their country, 
by deleting their iniquities ; and being united in guilt and in- 
tereft, they endeavour to amufc and impofe upon thofe whofe 
pofterity, we have too much reafon to fear, will groan under 
the fad efrecls of the wickednefa of the one, and the too great 
'credulity of the other* 

Thefe, dread Sovereign, are divers of the caufes of thofe 
mifehiefs your kingdom fuffereth by the late mifmanagements, 
a and 
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and which your loyal Commons could not omit thus hurribly id 
reprefcnt, in all dutiful manner, without being unfaithful tof 
your Majefty, and to the country by whom they^are intrulled. 

From hence your Majeffy will be gracioully pleafed to take . 
notice, that the great debt which lies upon the n?ii»)nj and all 
the arrears which arc owing to your Majefly’s h^rccs, do not 
afife fo much from the deficiencies of the funds, as for want of 
care in tlie management, and fidelity in the application of 
them, 

Jhit fince it hath pleafed Almighty God to place your facred 
Majefly on the royal thnme.of your anccllors, we have fo entire 
a confidence in your Majefty’s goodnefs,- that wc can no longer 
fear to fee the public revenue mifinanaged, or mifjpplud, ih& 
accounts ncgledcd, or the forces unpaid ; and e clu* Tiully 
depend on your Majefty’s wifdom, that all our grievances, by 
your grace and favour, will in due time be redrelfcd and re- 
moved, by piinifiiiug thofe who have been the caufe';-of them^ 
and by intrulting none in the adminilfration of public affairs^ 
who, for their owm private jjdvantagc, Kave manifellly contri- 
buted to the calamity of their country. > 

This, moft gracious Sovereign, will be the only cffedlual 
means to prevent the like mifmanagement for the future, anct 
ihcTcby to make your Majefty's reign happy at home and prof- 
perous abroad. 

This will be the beft means to enable and encourage your du-» 
tiful Commons to raife thofe fupplies which ihall be nccelfary to 
fupport your Majefiy againft all your enemies. 

And we humbly crave leave, upon this occafion, to repeat 
our aflurances to your Majefty, that we will always ftand by 
and allift your Majeffy, 10 the utmoft of oUr power, in prefer- 
ving the eflabliftied government, both in cnurch and ftatcf 
maintaining the ancient glory of the Englifti nation, and in de- 
fending the liberties of Europe againft the boundlefs ambition of 
France. 


her AfajeJiy s moji gracious Speech^ November g, 1 703. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE called you together as foon as I thought you could 
conveniently cotne out of your countries, that no time might 
be loft in making our preparations for carrying on the prefent 
w'ar ; in which I do not doubt of’ your cheerful concurrence, 
fince you cannot but be fenfiblc that on the fuccefs of it depends 
oUr own fafety and happinefs, and that of all Europe,' 

I hope I have improved the confidence you repofed in md 
lafl: year to your fatisfaftion, and the advantage of us, and joui^ 

C c a allies^ 
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allies, hy the treaty with the King of Portugal, and the decla- 
ration of the Duke of Savoy : v^hich, in great mcafure, may 
be imputed to the chceTfulncfs witii which you fupported me 
in this war, and the allbrance with which you trufted ine in the 
conduft of it ; and we cannot fufficiently acknowledge the 
goodnefs of Almighty God, who is plcafcd to afford us fo fair 
a profpeft as we now have, of bringing it to a glorious and 
fpeedy coi^clufion. 

I mitft therefore defire you, Gentlemen of the Iloiife of 
Commons, to grant me fuch fiippiies ?s fhall be rcqiiifite to 
defray the ncceffary charge of the w'ar in the next year, with 
regard not only to all our former engagements, but particularly 
to our alliance lately made with the King of Portugal, for reco- 
vering the monarchy of Spain fioin the houfc of Bourbon, and 
reftoring it to the houfc of Auftria ; which treaty, being in 
itfelf of the l.igheft importance imaginabh. , and requiring all 
polhble difpatch in the execution of it, has neceflarily occa- 
fioned a great expenfe even in this prif^nt year, though not fo 
much as it will require^ and for which I hope wc (hail be am- 
ply recompenfed in the ne^t. 

The fubfidies which will now be immediately required, for 
the alliftance of the Duke of Savoy, wdll likewife occafion a 
further ncceffary charge. 

I mutt take notice to you, that though no particular provl- 
fion was made in the laft feffion, either for the charge of our 
prefent expedition to Portugal, or for that of the augmentation 
troops dclired by the States General ; yet the funds given by 
Parliament have held out fo well, and the produce of the 
prizes has proved fo confidcrablc, that you will find the pub- 
lic will not be in debt by reafon of either of thefe additional 
fervices. 

I may further obftrve to you, that though the funds for the 
civil government arc diminilhed by the w'ar, I have, in con- 
junftion with the States General, contributed out of my own 
revenue towards fome public fervices, and particularly the fup- 
port of the circle of Suabia, whofc firm adherence to the inte- 
reft of the allies, under the greateft prctturcs, did very well 
deferve our feafonable aflittance ; and I fhall ftill be careful 
not to engage myfcif in any unneceffary expenfe of my own, 
that I may have the more to fpare towards the cafe of my 
fubjeds. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^ I heartily witti fome cafy and Icfs chargeable method could 
^ fouiid, for the fpeedy and effectual manning of the tieet. 

1 mutt.- 
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I inuft alfo recommend to you to make fomc regulation for 
preventing the exceffivc price of coals. I have examined this 
matter^ and taken particular care to app )int convoys for that 
fervice; but the price has i.ot been in tin. ieaft abated, iiotwith* 
Handing a very confiderablc quantity has been imported fmee 
thj^t lime. This gives great ground of fufpicion, there may be 
a combination of Ibmc perfons, to enrich thcrnfclvcs by a;gcne- 
ral opprcfiion of others, and particularly the poor : it vt'lll dc- 
ferve your conlidcraiion, how to remedy this great incon- 
venience. 

And, in all your affairs^ I miift recommend to you as much 
difpalch as the nartirc of them v\ill admit. This is iieceirary to 
make our preparations early, on which, in great nieafur.:, de- 
pends the good fiiccefs of .ill our vUiterprlzes. 

I w’ant wordr to exprefs to you my tarncfl defires of feeing 
all my fnbjetHs in pertccl peace and union among themfelvcs : 
I have nothing fo much at heart as tiieir general^xdfare and 
happinefs. L..t me therefore delirc you all, that you would 
carefully avoid any lieats or divifions, fhal may difappoint me 
of that fatisfaction, and give encouragement to the common 
enemies of our cliurch and Itaie. 


Addrefs ly the Hoiifc of Commons to the Nov* 11, 1703. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majeity’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
^ ^ Commons, in Pariarr.ent aifcmbled, do humbly return 
your Majelly our moft beany thanks for your Majeity’s moft 
gracious fpe ch from the throne. 

We are truly fenfiblc ofyoiir Majefty’s carneft endeavours to 
bring the war to a glorious and fpeedy conclufion, of which 
your Majefty has given us fo fair a profpefl:, by your great 
wifdom and condudl, in engaging tlie King of Portugal and 
^ Duke of Savoy in your alliance, for recovering the monarchy 
of Spain from the houfc of Bourbon, and refloring it to the 
houfe of Aiiltria. 

We do moft gratefully acknowledge your Majefty 's fingular 
care in the good management and application of the public 
money, whereby your Majefly’s exchequer hath greater credit^ 
in this fo expenfive a war, than was ever known in the tnoft 
flourilhing times of peace ; and your moft unparalleled grace 
and goodnefs to your people, in contributing out of your owll 
revenue towards the public fervice, particularly your Majefty 's 
fnoft feafonable aftiftance to the circle of Suabia* 

Cc 3 Tht 
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The many bleflings we enjoy under your Majefty’s mod au- 
fpicious reign, and your tender regard to the general welfare 
and liappinefs of yourlubjefls, juftly require our utmofl returns 
nt duty and gratitude, and your Majefty may be aflTured that 
your faithful Commons will fupport your Majefty in your alli- 
ances, and efFeftually enable your Majefty to carry on the war 
with/.vigour ; to whit h nothing can more contribute than a firm 
union anjong onrfclves. We therefore crave leave further to 
aifiire your IViaicity that we will, according to your Majefty 's 
delire, caicfi.llv avoid any heats or dlvifions that may give en- 
couragement to the common enemies of the church and ftatc, 


Her MajeJly s Ayijwr^ November 15, *703* 

T AM vciy well |)leared with your aiTu ranees of fupporting me 
in tlu‘ jyefent war, and your kind acknowledgments of iny 
endcavouis to biing it to a happy coiicliilion. 

^ on may aiUire youffelves 1 lhai always purfue the true in- 
seieii of the kingdom, and omit nothing that inay promote the 
\yellaie of my people. 


Her s rneji gracious Spccchy December ly, 1703. 

■’ 4 y Lord : and Gentlemen, 

' ri-liNh It proper upon this occafion to acquaint you, that 
1 have had iiru|uc(tiuiiablc informations of very ill praftices 
'1 .'s rained on in Scotland by cmiftarics from France, 

• V . '.aijii have proved extremely dangerous to the peace of 
. .»'o'omv, as you will fee by the particulars which fhall 
■' le you, as foon as the fevcral examinations relating 
' ' ■ ' ' can be fully pi rfeftccl, and made public without 

y ‘ uicaii time, 1 make no doubt, but by this 

' • * difeovcry, I lliall be able to give fuch dire(^^;ion!; for 

. ur.iy as will tlFeaually prevent any ill confequcnces from 
i.v •( 1 ' nicii.us dtligns. 

Geiiilenicn ot theHoufe of Commons, 

• very fenfib’e of your great read inefs and afFcftion for 
pi.-biic ftrvice, by preiuiiing me foearly in the fefTions with 
nliderable part of your fnpplies. I depend entirely upon 
eoptipiiing witli the fam?i zeal to difpaich the remainder 
fiiem i that fo we may be prepared to give the fpeedieft af- 
fjiiaqce to our allies, and to defeat the malicipus defigns of our 

piiemies, . 
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enemies^ who cannot be more induArious to contrive the ruin 
of this kingdom, and of the proteAant religion, than I Ihall 
always be vigilant and careful, both for their prefent preferva- 
tion, and for their future fecurity. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commomy December i8, 1703, 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
Commons, in Parliament aflembled, do return your Ma- 
jefty our moft humble and hearty thanks for your moft gracious 
fpeccli from the throne. 

We are truly fenfible of your Majefty’s great goodnefs, and 
of the confidence you repofe in us, by communicating the dif- 
covery of the ill praftices and defigns that have been carried on- 
in Scotland by emiflaries from France ; whercbyjyc have an 
opportunity to repeat our unanimous refolutions to ftand by and 
fupport yourMajefty, andjthe fucceflic^ in the proteftant line^ 
as limited by law, againft all prcteiKjprs, and all your Majefty’s 
enemies whatfoever. 

We want words toexprefs to yourMajefty the deteftation we 
havc'of any confpiracies and attempts to clifturb the peace and 
profperity of your happy government, under whicli we muft 
think our fecurity fufticiently provided for, fince your Majelly 
has been pleafed to give fuch direftions as may prevent all ill , 
confequcnccs from them. 

It is gr^.at fatisfadlion to us, to find that the fupplies we have 
already given arc fo acceptable to your Majefty : we fliall go 
on with the fame rcadiuefs and zeal to difpatch the remainder of 
them, that we may enable your Majefty to give the fpeedier 
afliftance to your allies, and to defeat the malicious defigns of 
your enemies. 

Your faithful Commons can never have the leaft diftruft of 
your Majefty’s vigilance and care for the prefervation of the 
proteftant intereft in general, of the monarchy, and the church 
of England, as by law eftablilhed ; and we humbly beg leave 
to affure your Majefty, that we will never be difeouraged, but 
will continue incelfant in our endeavours, by all proper methods, 
tQ tranfmit them fecurely fettled to pofterity. 
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Her Majejiy^s Anfwer^ December 21, 1703. 
Gentlemen, 

1 AM very well pleafed with your affurances of difpatching 
the fupplies, and with the other parrs of this adcirefs,* in 
which, you exprefs fo much duty and reaclinefs 10 fupport, and 
to truft me- 

You may depend upon my willingncfs to join my endeavours 
with you, in fccuring to poitori:y the protedant fiicceflion in the 
monarchy, and the church oi Eiigland, as it is eliablilhcd by 

law. 


Addrefs by the Houfc of Commons to the ^een^ Dec. 21, 1703. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

W®', yoj^r Majefty’s moll dutiful and loyal fuhjefts, the 
^ Commons of England, in Parliament affenibled, beg 
leave humbly to lay bef< 5 te your Ma]efty the great and jull con- 
cern we arc under, to fee piiy violation of your royal preroga- 
tive. 

Your faithful Commons believe the adminiftration of the 
government belt fccijn*d, when it is left to your Majclly, 'with 
whom the law has intriilled it ; and have fo firm a depende- ce 
upon your Majelty’s affeftion to }our ;^eople, and your great 
wifdom, that they can never appi chcntl fo little danger from any 
confpiracy, as whcil the examination thereof is under your 
Majelly’s diredion. 

Wc are theiefore furprifed to find, that when fcvcral perfons 
’^Arfpeded of rreafonable practices againft your Majefty, were 
taken into cuitody by your melfengers, in order to be exa- 
mined, the Lords, in violation of the known laws of the land, 
have wrelied ihcm out of your Mujelty’s hands, and without 
your Majelty’s leave or knowledge, in a moft extraordinary 
manner, taken the examination ot them folely to thcmfelves; 
whereby a due inquiry into the evil pratlices and defigns againft 
your. Majefty’s .perfon and government may, in great mea- 
fiire, be obllrudled. 

Your loyal Commons do therefore moft earneftly defire your 
Majefty to fuffer no diminution of that prerogative, which, 
duHiig your Majefty’s reign, they are confident will always be 
exerted for the good of your people. 

And we humbly beg leave to affure your Majefty, that as we 
are rcfolved, by timely and effefiual fupplies, to enable your 
‘Majefty to carry on the war which you have fo glorioufly begun; 

fo . 
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fo we will, to the utmrft of onr power, fupport your Majefty 
in the excrcife of yam juft prero-niive at home, and the affert- 
ir\g of it againft all invafions whatfoever. 


Her Afaj^y's Anfwer^ January 3, 1704. 

Gentlemen, 

T HAVE Iiad the fatisfaflion to find that the matter which 
**■ may have occauonecl this addrefs, is now at an end, 

I return you many thanlis for the concern you exprefs for my 
prerogative, and for your repeated alfurances of making the 
lupplics cffcdnal, which vsill be greatly for the honour -and 
advaiitage of the kingdom. 

I ihall be careful not to give way to any invafioii of the pre- 
rogative of the crown, or of the rights and liberties of the 
people. ♦ 


Her Afajejlfs mojl gracious Speech, January ai, 1 704. 

My Lords and Cientlemen, 

misfortune of the King of Spain’s being forced back 
^ upon our confts by contrary winds, which I hope wiH 
lofe but very little time, does yet make it fo reafonable to 
haftci) our preparations for this year’s fervice, that though I atA 
very fr-.ifible of your zeal in forwarding all things relating to 
mine and the public fervice, yet I cannot but take this occafioit 
to defirc you with all carneftnef?, that you would give the greateft ^ 
difpatch to the bulmefs of this fellion HiM depending, which is 
fo neceflary for the good of the common iatcreft. 


MeJJagefrom her MajeJiy to the Houfe of Commons^ Feb. 7, 1704. 
Anne R. 

TIER Majcfty having taken into her ferious confideration the 
mean and infufficient maintenance belonging to the clergy 
in divers parts of this kingdom, to give them forne eafe, hath 
been pleafed to remit the arrears of the tenths to the pftOr 
clergy \ and, for an augmentation of their maintenance, her 
Majefty is pleafed to declare, that (he will make a grant of her 
whole revenue arifing out of firft-fruits and tenths, fo far as 
it now or (hall become^ free from incumbrances, to be ap-' 
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piled to this purpofe ; and if the Houfe of Commons can find 
any proper method, by which her Majefty*s good intentions to 
the poor clergy may be^made more effedlual, it will be a great 
advantage to the public, and very acceptable to her Majefty." 
Stf James's, ftlf, 7, i7pi. 


^ddrefs by the Houfe of Commons to the ^eeuy Feb, 9, 1704, 

Mbft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s inoft dutiful and loyal fubjedls, tho 
Commons, in Parliament alfcmbled, beg leave to pre- 
fent our mod humble and hearty thanks to your Majcfly for 
your moll gracious meffage ; in which you are plcafcdto declare 
your royal bounty, in remitting the arrears of\the tenths due 
from ypur poor clergy, and in charitably defigning, for the 
future, to^pply your Majefty's whole revenue, arifing from 
ihe fird-fruits and tenths, in augmentation of their main- 
tenance. 

We are juftly fenfiblc of your Nlajclly’s pious concern for 
the church^of England, and of the great advantage it will re- 
ceive from your Majefty’s unparalleled goodnefs, in giving up 
fuch a part of your Majefty’s revenue towards the better provi- 
fioii for the poorer clergy, who were not fufhciently provided 
for at the happy reformation of religion under your royal an- 
ceftors. 

Your Majefty’s faithful Commons will ufc their utmoft cn- 
.deavours to render your Majefty’s charitable intentions moft 
cSeflual, and will, upon this and all other occafions, readily 
' apply themfelves to fuch proper methods as may beft conduce to 
the fupportof the clergy, and to the honour, intereft, and fuT 
lure fecurity of the church of England, as by law eftablilhed* 


Her MajeJiy^s Anfwer^ February I 2 y 1704. 
Gentlemen, 

T AM very glad to find my meflage has been fo acceptable to 
you ; I hope you will cfFe£lually improve it, to the advan- 
tage of the church, as by law eftabliftied, for which nobody 
pan have more true and real concern than m^felf. 
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Addrefs to her MajeJly by the Houfe of CommonSy Feb. x8, I 704 t 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

^^OUR Majerty having with great good nefs, declared from 
^ the throne to your Parliament, that divers ill pradlices and 
defigns have been carried on in Scotland by emiiliiries from ’ 
France, which might have proved extremely dangerous to the 
peace of thefe kingdoms; and that you would lay the particulars 
before your Parliament, as foon as the feveral examination^ 
could be fully perfeded, and made public without prejudice ; 
we, your Majelly’s molt djitifiil and loyal Commons, refting 
fecure and fatisfied in your Majefly*s great wifdom and care, 
molt thankfully acknowledge the confidence you have bec4 
plcafed to repofc in us. 

But finding upon the Lords Journals, that their Lordfhlps 
the very fame day made two orders ; the one to remove youf 
Majefty’s prifoners out of your ciiftody into their o\vp ; and tht 
other to commit their examination folcly to a committee of 
fc veil Lords, chofen and appointed by*themfelvcs ; by which 
your Majefliy feemed excluded from^any power over the faid 
prifoners. 

Your loyal Commons, juftly fenfiblc of the dangerous con-* 
fequelices of fuch proceedings, thought thenifclvcs obliged to 
declare their concern at this violation of your royal preroga-. 
tive, and the known laws of the land, in an humble addrels 
prefented to your Majefly, 

Your- faithful Commons are well anfured, that when this 
matter comes to be rightly dated and underdood, a zeal fo well 
intended, and fo well grounded, will rather be imputed to 
them as meritorious, than liable to exception ; and therefore, 
lince their humble addrefs has been fo artfully mifreprefented 
by the Lords, in their late reprefentation prefented to your 
Majefty, on Tuefday the iSth of January, and publiflied and 
Iprcad with unufual indudry through all parts of the kingdom, 
they look upon themfelves under the indifpenfable neccllity of 
appearing before your Majedy in their own judification. 

Their Lordfliips think fit to take offence at the manner and 
words of our addrefs, and accompany this exception with re- 
iledions and infinuations, more harili and more odious than the 
mod opprobrious language : but as we made ufe of no terms, 
but what were fuitable to the.occafion : fo it will appear by 
precedents, that the fame have been frequently and reciprocally 
ufed by both Houfes to each other ; nor could the Commons, 
ill refpeft to your Majedy, aflert your royal prerogative in 
words of lefs force than thofc in which they have vindicated 
/their own privileges. 

^ ^ What- 
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A'Vhatever cxpreffions our zeal for your Majcfly and the pub* 
lie might have infpired, we could never have offered to our 
Sovereign fo ungrateful a remembrance, as the defirudUon of 
the monarchy by a deled able aiTembly, compofed of Members 
of both Houfes, who, being alike partakers in the guilt, ought 
equally to fliare the reproach. , 

With much more icafon might we obferve, both on behalf 
of your Majcfly and the Commons, that their LordihipsJ not 
contented with preferring their own examinations to your’s ; 
not contented with excluding your Majclly and the Commons, 
to whom parliamentary inqiiiiics moll properly belong; ap- 
propriate to their Honfe onfy, e\Vn in their application to 
th^ir Sovereign, the name of a i^arllamcnt ; an iiilbncc not 
to be paralleled, iinlefs by that vciy airenibiy that fubverted 
the monarchy. 

It is not the qneflion at prefnt, as dated by the Lords, 
whether their Lordilnps have a power ol taking into cudody, 
while und8r cxaminai’.on, perfons accufed of criminal matters, 
Cognizable in Pailiainent ; but that their Lordfhips have a 
right to take the prifoneri. of the crtiwii, and the examination of 
them, fe.lcly into ihcirovvn hands, without your Majelly’scon- 
fent, and in fuch manner as mult necelVariiy prove an exclufion 
of your Majcfly and this Houfe, is the propofition your Com- 
mons deny, and for which their Lordlhips have produced no 
precedent. 

This unhappy occafion has been at the fame time accompanied 
with the moit furprifing inflanccsof conliadi£tion, and counter 
orders to your Majcily, both preceding and fubfequent to it, but 
cfpecially on tlic 29 rh of January laft, when your Majefty, 
with your accultomed goodnefs, communicated to the Lords 
the papers relating to the Scotch confpiracy, an exception 
oi)ly of fornc matters, not yet proper to be made public, with- 
out preventing a further difeovery of fccrjcts of greater impor- 
tance, with which your Ma jelly affured tiieir Lordfhips, they 
ihould alfo be acquainted, as foon as it could be done without 
prejudice. However, their Lordfhips, upon what provocation, 
or for what reafon, no where appears, immediately addreffed 
to your Majefly, prclling you to lay before them the whole 
matter, and all papers relating thereunto ; by which your Ma^ 
j^fly was put under a neceflity, cither to give their Lordfliips a 
refufal, or to comply with their unexpedied importunity, to 
the endangering the public fervice. Thefe proceedings, fo 
extraordinary in their nature, and in their manner, could not 
but fenfibly affcdl your faithful Commons, whofe earneft defire 
?\it is to fee both your Houfes of Parliament, and the whole body 
ipf your people, entirely agreed to pay the deference due to yoiiu^ 

Majcfly’^ 
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Majefty’s wifdom, to confide in your care, and to promote 
and maintain your honour and dignity. 

Their Lordflups, not faiisfitd with aflTiiming this unprcce* 
dented power, have endeavoured, witli a great deal ot art, to 
perfuade your Majelly of the ncccihty of it, to prevent the 
defigns of ill princes and their favourites: but as it may feem 
imreafonable for their Lordftiips to begin to pradlife upon a 
good’ prince fuch methods as arc pretended only to be needful 
againlt an ill one, fo it is our humble opinion, that the danger 
might be much greater, admitting this precedent. Should 
the Lords combine to defend one anotlier from inquiries and 
profecutions, all parliamentary impeachments might be eluded, 
iecret defigns carried on, the innooctnt afperfed without repa- 
ration, and il^e guilty acquiitcd without trial : nor is that in- 
ftance, mentioned by the Lords, an unfeafonablc caution ; 
fince that revolution in a neighbouring kingdom, alluded to 
by their Lorclthips, was occafioned by the im roaclynents of a 
prevailing cabal of lords, who endeavouring to enllave the 
people, and to betray their ^ki rig tand thiir country to a foreigri 
power, obliged the church and the ^Commons to unite in the 
public defence. 

Your faithful Commons have found thcmfelves fo happy 
under your Majefty’s adminiftration, that the y pleafe them- 
felves with more agreeable profpeils ; and renouncing fuch 
examples of unfeafonablc jcaloinics and fears, molt thankfully 
receive the bleilings of ^our reign ; nor could they have made 
a more grateful return for your Majcfly’s gencrcuis protedion 
of their liberties, than by a fiiltablc concern for your prero- 
gative. 

If their Lordftiips had confultcd llieir own Journals, with 
the fame care that w'e always take to be riglitly informed, they 
would hardly have affirmed, that a direft appeal to the throne, 
without any previous delire of conference, had been an un- 
precedented pradice; their books arc filled wdth variety of 
inftances to the contrary. But, without examining their 
books, it feems very furpriling, that their Lordfhips could fo 
foon forget their addrefs prefented to your Majelty the laft 
fellion, on behalf of the Lord Bifiiop of Worcefler ; and their 
addrefs to the late King, on behalf of Williem, Earl of Port- 
land ; Edw’ard, Earl ol Orford ; John, Lord Somers ; and Charles, 
Lord Hallifax, impeached by the Commons of high crimes 
and mifdemeanors ; and when this Houfe formerly expoftu- 
lated with the Houfe of LoYds, for proceeding in the very ^ 
fame method of which they now complain, their Lordfhips 
made a mofl folemn declaration in thefc words: 


« That 
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** ^hat they muft ever afl'ert a llbcfty in (heif ttciufe te 
ipply to the throne, by themfelves, for the doing any thing 
warranted by law,** &c- 

Nor can the Lords, wc prefume^ upon fecond refleSion, 
deny the Commons the fame liberty, which their LorcKhips ‘ 
themfdlves have fo Urongly alFerted, and fo frequently praftifed. 

Your loyal Commons lincercly concur with their Lordfhips, 
in declaring, that we will never contribute, by any a£t of 
our’s, to the diminution of the rights of the crown ; and 
that we will not fnfter it in others, your Majcfty, their Lord- 
iltips, and the whole world, may j?ulge, from the example wc 
have now given. If their Lordlhips do truly wifh the Houfe 
of Commons may, in all limes to come, fpcak and aft with 
that regard to the prerogative, which they allow us the honour 
to have now taken upy wc (hall be very unfortunate to con- 
tinue under their difpleafure, at the fame lime when they feern 
to hope, that thole who (heceed ns will take pattern by us. 

W’c, with their Lordfliips alfo, on their part, may continucy 
ill all limes to come, •to fpcak wijh that regard to parliamen- 
tary impeaclimcnts, wlii^h they feem fo lately to have takert 
up ; fincc w'c have reafon to apprehend, that the mifundcr- 
ftandings, which have of late years aiifen between the two^ 
Houfes, have been principally owing to the artifices of Tome* 
particular perfons among themfelves, whom the Commons 
thought it their duty, for the public fafety, to bring to jiif- 
tice; flow much more difficult will all fuch endeavours be 
rendered, fliould their Lordfliips be once admitted folc exa^ 
miners cf accufaiions againft each other, as they are already 
foie judges ? 

We are accufed, but moft unjtiflly, of exciting, and ear- 
neftly deiiring, your Majefiy to exert your prerogative againft 
' the Houfe of Lords. Wc appeal to the words of our addrefs,- 
if it is pofliblc, naturally to impofc any fuch fenfc upon any 
cxprellion that is there. We are forry their Lord (hips Ihoulrf 
defeend fo low', as to the retraining and wrefting of w'ords ;• 
by which tlicy rather difeover an unfortunate inclination to 
make us feem culpable, upon any termsy than that they, in 
truth, believe us fo. Wc know, how vain and how fruitlefs- 
an application it would be, to excite your Majefty to any 
abljfe of your power, which, w'e arc convinced, you will al- 
ways exercife for the general good; and fo far arc your Com- 
i -mons from entertaining any fuch delire, that wc heartily wi(h 
to fee a good correfpondence preferved between the two 
Jloufes ; nor would forbear to purchafe it^at any rate, except 
flie giNing up the rights of your Majefty, by w^hom we are 

groteftedy *> 
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{it'otcAei), and the t^bertics and properties of the people^ by 
whom we are entruftcd. 

Thefe few inflances^ fo plain and fo inconteftablcp we pre- 
fumc^ will be fufEcicnt, without trclpalling much longer upon 
your Majefty*s time, to difcredit whatever clfc has been al* 
ledged, to create in your Majefty, and thofe we reprefent', an 
ill opinion of us. We .have been careful and induftrioiis to 
avoid, as far as was confiftcnt with onr neceflary juftification,- 
all occafion of reviving animofiiics ; and how great foever the 
provocation has been, your Majefty having declared, how un- 
eafy you arc tinder fuch mjfunderftandings, we (liall make no 
difficulty to lay afide our refentments, who ftall always be 
ready to facrifice our lives and fortunes to your quiet and fer- 
vice : nor can wc doubt, but we muft ftand fully acquitted to 
the whole world, and efpecially to your Majefty, lince the 
5:eal that we have ftiewn, and the reproaches that we have 
borne, have been owing to no other caiife, but the, defence of 
an excellent Qi^ieen, in w'hofc hands God Almighty has placed 
the executive authority ovgr thefe nations ; which authority 
it has been the only endeavour of yiilir faithful Commons to 
preferve as entire as our laws and conftitiition allow- 

May it pleafe your moft facred Majeftvy 

It is with the deepeft concern, and a grief not to be expref- 
fed, that your dutiful and loyal Commons have found them* 
fclves engaged in difputcs of this nature, by which they have 
been fo unleafonably interrupted in ft n idling the fupplies, and 
other matters of the higheft importance : iiow zealoully they 
have applied themfelvcs to the difeharge of their duty, appears 
from their having already prefented your Majefty with the 
greateft part of their aids, wfttb a di (patch and unanimity be- 
yond example ; nor could the few bills, yet depending, have 
met the lead obltrudion or delay, but from the indifpcnfable , 
neceffity of vindicating your Majefty ’s royal prerogative, the 
privileges of our own llotife, and the rights, and liberties of the 
Commons of England, in fcveral inftanccs invaded almoft at 
the fame time. Wc with there. may have been more of mif- 
take than defign in thofe who have created thefe unhappy dif- 
ferences. However, w'c defire the remembrance may be 
henceforth blotted out ; and that there may remain no other ^ 
imprcftion in the hearts, both of Lords and Commons, than 
a linccre and pallionate concern for your Majefty ’s w'elfarc 
and glory, nor any other contention ever hereafter arife, but 
by whom the public good fiiall be beft advanced, the proteftapt 
fiicceffion, and the church of England, beft fccured, and the 
juft rights and prerogatives of the crown beft fupporlcd. 
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Her MajeJlfs Anfwer^ February 22, 1704. 
Gentlemen, 

J RE I UliN you many thank? for the ^reat concern which 
you cxj)rcrs ioi ir.e ar d my jiiit rii,ius. ' ^ 

Your dii patch of the fupplies is a great advantage to the 
public fetvice. 

And 1 am very well plcafed with the afliirances you give 
^ me of your care to avoid any occafion of diflerence between 
the two Houfts, efpccially at this time, when there is fo ap- 
parent a necfflity of ftrengthening ourfclvcs againft the mali- 
cious defigns of our enemies. 


Her MajeJiy 1 moji gracious Speech y O^ober 24, 1 704. 

My Loffis and Gentlemen, 

/J'HE great and remaikablc fuccefs, with which God hath 
bicifed our arms ir^ this fummer, hath llirred up our 
good fiibjcfts, in all parts of the kingdom, to exprefs their 
unanimous joy and hitisfaflion ; and I allure myfelf, you are 
all come difpofed to do every thing that is neceflary for the ef- 
feflual profecution of the war ; nothing being more obvious, 
than that a timely improvement of our prefent advantages 
will enable us to procure a laAing foundation of fecurity for 
England, and a firm fupport for the liberty of Europe. This 
is my aim : I have no intereft, nor ever will have, but to 
jpromote the good and happinefs of all my fubje£l$. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I muft defire fiich fupplies of you, as may be requifite for 
carrying on the next year's fervice, both by lea and land, and 
for pun&ually performing our treaties with all our allies ; the 
rather, for that feme of them have jutt pretenlions, depending 
ever fince the laft w^ar ; and I need not put you in mind of 
what importance it is to preferve the public credit, both 
abroad and at home. 

I believe, you will find fome charges neceflary next year, 
which were not mentioned in the lalt fellions \ and fome ex- 
traordinary expenfes incurred fince, which were not then pro- 
^ vided for, 

I allure you, that all the fupplies you give, with what I 
am able to fpare from my own expenfes, (hall be carefully 
applied to the befl: advantage for the public fervice : and I 
carnefliy recommend to you a fpcedy difpatcli, as that which, ^ 
3 under 
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under the good pr^)\Idence of God, we muft chiefly depend 
upon, to difappoiiit the earlieft defign of our enemies. 

My Lords and Genii cmen, 

I cannot but tell yon, how cirential it is, for attaining thefe 
great ends abroad, of which wc have fo hopeful a profped, 
tha*t wc fhoiild be entirely united at home. 

It is plain our enemies have no encouragement left, but 
what arifes from their hopes of our divifions ; it is, tiiercfore, 
your concern not to give the leafl countenance to thofe hopes. 

My inclinations ai*e to be kind and indulgent to you all. I 
hope you will do nothing to endanger the lofs of this oppor- 
tunity which God has put into our hands, of fccuring ourfelves 
and all Europe ^ and that there will be no contention among 
yon, but who fliall moft promote the public welfare. 

Such a temper as this, in all your proceedings, cannot fail 
of fecuring your reputation both at home and abroad. 

This would make me a happy Qiieen, whede u.-^noft endea-' 
vours (hall never be wanting to make you a happy and flourifti- 
ing people. • 

■ ■liar 

jlddrefs by the Houfe of Commons to the S^iiccn^ 0 < 7 . 25, 1704. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
knights, citizens, and biirgcllcs, in Parliament alfemblcd, 
do beg leave to return your Majcfty our moft humble and 
hearty thanks for your Majcfty moft gracious fpeecli from 
the throne ; and to. congratulate your Majefty upon the great 
and glorious fucceircs with which it has plcafed God to blcfs 
your Majefty in the entire defeat of the united force of 
France and Bavaria by the arms of your Majefty, and your 
allies, under the command, and by the courage and conduft of 
the Duke of Marlborough ; and in the vidiory obtained by 
your Majefty’s fleet under the command, and by the courage 
and condudl of Sir George Rooke. 

Your Majefty can never be difappointed in your expefta- 
tion from us, your faithful Commons, who all come diipofed 
to do every thing that is necellary for the efFedtual profecutiori 
of the w'ar ; and therefore your Majefty may depend on out' 
providing fuch fiipplies, and giving fuch fpeedy difpatch to 
the public bufincfs, as may enable your Majefty to purfue thefe 
advantages, fo happily obtained over the common enemy ; 
which wc can never doubt but your Majeily’s wifdom will 
improve, to the procuring a lading fecurity for England, and 
a firm fiipport for the liberty of Europe. 

VoL. I. D d 
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Wc are truly fenfiblc, that nothing can be more effcntial 
-for the attaining thefe great ends, than to 'be entirely united at 
home : we (hall, therefore, ufe oiir uimoft endeavours, by all 
proper methods, to prevent all divilions among us ^ and will 
have no contention, but who (hall molt promote and ellablifh 
the public welfare, both in church and ftate. Thus your Ma- 
jefty's reign will be made happy, and your memory blellcd to 
all pofterity. 


Majejly s jlnJwcrj Oiiober I 704 » 

, Gentlemen, 

T RETURN you many thanks for this addrefs, and the aC- 
furances you give me of difpatching the fupplics, and avoid- 
ing . all divifions ; both which, as they are extremely ac* 
ceptable to me, fu they will be advantageous to yoiirfclves, and 
beneficial teethe public. 


Her Majijiy s moji gracious Speech, Dec. 9, 1704. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

J AM glad of this occafion to return you my hearty thanks 

for your making good the alfurances you gave me, in your 
feveral addrclfes, of your zeal and readinefs to promote the 
l^ublic buliruTs, 

And I muft thank you, Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, in particular, for your early difpatch of fo great a part 
of the necellary fupplies; which cannot fail of being a very 
effential advantage, both in the forwardnefs of oiir own pre- 
parations, aiul in the great encouragement it will give to all 
our allies. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I look upon this good beginning to be fo fure a pledge of 
your affe£lions for my fervicc, and for our common intereft, 
that 1 have not the lead doubt but you will coniinuc w’ith the 
fame zeal to difpatch what remains of the public biilinels, a{id 
to bring this feflion to a happy and fpeedy conclufion. 
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^€r Majcjly's Meffage to the Houfe of Commonsy fan. 1 7, 1705, * 
Anne R. 

HER Majelly, having taken into her confideration the 
acldrefs of this Houfe, relating to the great fervices per- v 
formed by the Duke of Marlborough, does incline to grant 
the intereft of the crown in the honour and manor of Wood- 
ilock, and hiindred of Wootton, to him and his heirs; and 
(ielires the afTiftance of this Houfe upon this extraordinary 
occafion. 

The lieutenancy and rangerfhip of the parks, with the rents 
and profits of the manor and hundred, being granted for two 
lives, her Majcfiy thinks it proper, that incumbrance (hould be 
cleared. 

Her MajeJiys moji gracious Speech y November I 7 ® 5 * 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

r HAVE been very defirods to meet you as early as I thought 

you might be called together without inconvenience to 
yourfelves. 

And it is with much fatisfadion I obferve fo full an appear- 
ance at the opening of the Parliament, bccaufc it is a ground for 
me to conclude you are all convinced of the necellity cf profe- 
cuting the jdift war in which we are engaged, and therefore are 
truly fenfiblc that it is of the greatell importance to us to be 
timely in our preparations. 

Nothing can be more evident, than that if the French King 
cotjiii^inues mailer of the Spaniih monarchy, the balance of 
power in Europe is utterly deilroyed, and he will be able, 
in a (hort time, to engrofs the trade and the wealth of the 
world. 

No good Engliihman could at any time be content to fit ilill 
and acquiefee in fuch a profped ; and at this time we have 
great grounds to hope, that by the blcffing of God upon our 
arms, and thofe of our allies, a good foundation is laid for re- 
(loring the monarchy of Spain to the Houfe of Auftria ; the 
confequenccs of which will not only be fafe and advantageous, 
but glorious for England. 

I may add, we have learned by our own experience, that no 
peace with France will laft longer than the firll opportunity 
of their dividing the allies, and of attacking fome of them 
with advantage. 

All our allies muft needs be fo fenfible this is the true ftate of 
the cafe, that I make no doubt but nieafures will foon be fo 
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Concertedf as that, if we are not wanting to ourfelvcs, wciliall 
fee the next campaign begin ofFenlively on all lides againft our 
enemies, in a moft vigorous manner. 

I muft therefore defire you, Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, to grant me the fupplics uhich will be reqiiifite for 
carrying on the next year’s fervicc, both by fca and land ; and 
at the fame time to confider, that the giving all polfible difpalch 
will make the fupply itfelf much more efl’ediial. 

The firmncfs and condud wdiich the Duke of Savoy has 
fhewn amidft extreme difficulties, is beyond example. 

1 have not been wanting to do all that is polliblc for me, in 
order to his being fupported. 

I ought to take notice to you, that the King of Priiffia’s 
troops have been very iifcful to this end. Your approbation 
of that treaty laft feffions, and the encouragement you gave 
upon it, leave me no doubt of being able to renew it for ano- 
ther year. ^ 

] take this occafion toafTure you, that not only whatever lhall 
be granted by Parliament, for bearing the charge of the war, 
fliall be laid out for that p^urpofe with the greateft faithfulncfs 
and management, but that 1 will continue to add, out of my 
own revenue, all I can rcafonably fparc beyond the nccelfary 
expciifes for the honour of the government. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

By an ad of Parliament paflTcd the laft winter, I was enabled 
to appoint cominillioncrs for this kingdom, to treat with 
commifiioners, to be empowered by atithoriiy Parliament 
in Scotland, concerning a nearer and more complete union be- 
tween the two kingdoms, as foon as an ad Ihould be made th§f:e 
for that purpofe : I think it proper for me to acquaint you, that 
fuch an ad is lately palfed there; and I intend, in a Ihort time, 
to caufe commiffions to be made out, in order to put the 
treaty on toot, which I heartily defire may prove fuccefsfiil, 
becaufe I am perfuaded that an union of the two kingdoms 
will not only prevent many inconveniencies, which may other- 
wife happen, but muft conduce to the peace and happinefs of 
both nations, and therefore I hope I ftiall have your afliftance 
in bringing this great work to a good conclufion. 

There is another union I think myfelf obliged to recommend 
to you in the moft earneft and affedionale manner, } mean an 
union of minds and affedions amongft ourfelves : it is that 
which would above all things difappoint and defeat tlic hopes 
and defigns of our enemies, 

I cannot but with grief obferve, there are fome amongft us 
w’ho endeavour to foment aiiimofities ; but I perfuade myfelf 

they 
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they will be found to be very few, when you appear to aflift 
me in difcountenancing and defeating fnch praftices. 

I mention this with a little more warmth, bccaufe there have 
not been wanting fome fo very malicious, as even in print to 
fuggeft the church of England, as by law cftablilhcd, to be in 
danger at this time. 

I. am w'illing to hope, not one of my fubjefts can really en- 
tertain a doubt of my affecSion to the church, or fo much as 
fufped, that it will not be my chief care to fupport it, and 
leave it feciire after me; and therefore we may be certain, that 
they, who go about to infmuatc things of this nature, muft be 
mine and the kingdom’s enemies, and can only mean to cover 
dcfigns, which they dare not publicly own, by endeavouring 
to diflra^l us with unreasonable and groundlcfs dilirufls and 
jealoufics. 

1 muft be fo plain as to tell you, the beft proofs we can all 
give, at prefent, of our zeal for the prefcrvation tlic church, 
will be to join heartily in profecuting the war againll an ene- 
my, who is certainly engaged toextirp&le our religion, as well 
as to reduce this kingdom to (lavery. 

I am fully refolvcd, by God’s Allillance, to do my part, 

I will always aftedionately fupport and countenance tlic 
church of England, as by law ellabliflied. 

I will inviolably maintain the toleration. 

I will do all 1 can to prevail with my fubjefls to lay afide 
their (livifions; and will lludy to make them all fafe and eafy* 

I will endeavour to promote religion and virtue amongfl 
them, and to encourage trade, and every tiling elfe, that make 
them a flourilhing and happy people. 

And they, who (hall concur zcaloufly with me in carrying 
on ihefe good deiigns, (hall be fure to find my kindnefs and 
favour. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons^ November 3, 1705. 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

■^OUR Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the Com- 
inons of England, in Parliament allembled, arc met to- 
gether with minds fully difpofcd to allift your Majcfty in 
compalfing the great and glorious dcfigns, mentioned in your 
moft gracious fpeech to both Iloufes of Parliament; for which 
We beg leave to return our molt hearty thanks, and at the fame 
time to congratulate the glorious fuccefsof your Majefty’s arms, 
and thofe of your allies. 
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\Vc arc fully convinced, that the balance of power In Europe 
can never be reftored, till the monarcliy ot Spain is in the pof- 
feflion of the houfe of Auftria, and that no peace with France 
can be fecure and laftirig, while the French King (hall be in a 
condition to break‘it ; and therefore your faithful Commons are 
fully refolvcd, effeduaily to enable your Majefty to rarrjp on 
the war with vigour, to fuppon your allies, and make good 
fiich 'treaties, as your Majelty (hall judge necelVary, to reduce 
the exorbitant power of hraucc. 

It is no fmall encouragement to your Commons cheerfully to 
grant the fupplics necelVaiy for thofi; great ends, to find a frugal 
management, and a jull and prudent application or the public 
pioney. 

Wo cannot omtt, upon this occafion, inoft thankfully to ac- 
knowledge your Majc(ly*s goodnefs, in continuing to contri- 
bute out of your own revenue to the expenfes of the war. 

We wanj words to exprefs the deep fenfe we have of the many 
blellings we enjoy under your Majefty ’s moU happy govern- 
Iftcnt; we are thoroughly fenfiblc of your affedlionate carp to 
fupport and countenance ^hc church of England, as by the lavy 
eltablilhed, your refoluiion to maintain the toleration, and to 
encourage the trade, union, and welfare of your people. 

1 his being the happy condition of all your fiibjeds, it is thp 
greateft concern imaginable to us, to find your Majefty has fo 
juft reafon to refent the ingratitude of fome, who endeavour to 
toment animofities and divifions among us; and we cannot 
without indignation refleft, that there Ihould be any fo mali- 
cious, as to infinusue that the church of England, as by law 
^ftablilhed, is, or ever can be in danger, for want of your Ma- 
jefty s care and zeal to fupport and maintain it. Your Majefty ’s 
exemplary piety, your fleatly adherence lo the church of Eng- 
laiid, leave no room to doubt, but that thefc fuggeltions proceed 
from your M ijcfty’s and the kingdom’s enemies, who, to cover 
their own dif.iftedion to ilie preicnt eftablllhmenl and admini- 
ftratjon, endeavour to diftrad your lubjeds with unreafonable 
and grourullefsjliftrufts and jcaloulics. • 

Your M.i jelly may be allured, that your Commons will zea- 
lously concur in cve-ry thing that may tend to difcoiirage and 
puuiih fuch incendiaries, and todifappoint your enemies, both 
at home and abroad. 


Hci 
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Her Majejly s Anfwer^ November *], 1705. 
Gentlemen, 

T TAKE very kindly the confidence you exprefs in my care 
of the public, and your concern for the occafion 1 have 
bad to complain. 

I rciiirn you my hearty thanks for the alTiiranccs of your fup- 
port and alhltance, which, by God's blctling, 1 ihall always 
endeavour to improve for the advantage and happinefs of my 
people. ^ 


Her Majejl^s gracious Speech y November 27, 1705# 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TTAVING newly received letters from the King of Spain^. 

and the Earl of Peterborough, which contain a very par- 
ticular account of our great and happy fiiccelTes in Catalonia, 
and flicwing, at the fame time, the rt»afonal)lcncrs of their be- 
ing immediately fupported, I look i]pon this to be a matter of 
fo much confequence in itfelf, and fo agreeable to you, that I 
have ordered a copy or the King of Spain's letter to myfelf, a 
letter from the junta of the military arm of Catalonia, and an- 
other letter from the city of Vich, and alfo an cxrraft of the 
Earl of Peterborough’s letter to me, to be communicated to 
both Houfes of Parliament. 1 recommend the conlidcration 
of them to you, Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, very 
particularly, as the fpeediefl way to reflore the monarchy of 
Spain to the Houfe of Auttria; and therefore I aifure myfelf; 
you will enable me to profecute ihe advantages we have gained 
in the mofl efFc6lual manner, and to improve the opportunity, 
which Got! Almighty is pleafed toaflPord us, of putting a prof- 
perous end to the prefent war. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

1 muft not lofe this occafion of dcfiring you to give as much 
difpatch to the matters before you, as the nature of them will 
allow ; that fo our preparations for next year may be early ; 
which cannot fail of being of great advantage to us. 


Addrefs to her MajeJiy by both Houfes of Parliament y 
November 27, 

TITE, your Majefly’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
^ Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons, in^ Par- 
liament aflemblcd, being juftlv alarmed by the many artifices, 
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which the emiflaries of France have put in praflice this lad 
year, in order to raife jealoulies, and create mi funder handings, 
amongh: the allies engaged in thi^ necelfary war, for the fiipport 
of; he liberties ot Europe; and being apprehenlive, left fuch 
malicious infiniiations, if they fhoulci pafs iinobfcrvcd, might in 
time fo far take* place, as to abate the fpii it and flackcn’ihe zSal 
of the confederacy; do moft humbly befccch your Majefty, to 
ufe all poftible endeavours to preferve a good corrcfpondencc 
amongft all the confederates, and, in a moll particular manner, 
to maintain and cultivate a ftrift fricndftiip with the States Ge- 
neral of the United ProviiKcs: and \vc moft humbly intreat 
your iVlajelly, that, as, in your own way of adting, you have 
fet before your allies a great and noble example ; fo you would 
be gracioully {dcafccl, by all olhei proper means, to excite the 
■whole corledcracy to make early and cfFedliial preparations, 
and to exert ttieir utmoft vigour in the profcculion ot the war 
again! t Frantip. 


Hcf MajeJly^ Anfwcry November ^Oy 1705. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

"^OUR joining in this addrefs is a very particular fatisfadlion 
to me. 

The opinion of both Houfesof Parliament will always be of 
the greateft weight with me. 

I thall readily comply with your defire ; and I make no quef- 
tion, but it will meet with a juft regard from all our allies. 


Her Mojcjlys moji gracioii^ Spccchy December 21, 1705. 

My Lords and Cientlemcn, 

unanimity of your proceedings in this Parliament has 
already had fp good an effedl all over Europe, that 1 can- 
fiot but lake notice of it to you with great fatisfadlion. 

The good difpofilion you have (hewn, in doing your part fo 
fully towards an union with Scotland, isalfo very acceptable to 
me; and I hope it will prove for the advantage and quiet of 
both kingdoms. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I mull not omit to take this occafion of returning you my 
Jicariy thanks for the great difpatch of this fcafonable fupply, 
^hich you have givtMi me. I look upon it as a fiire pledge, 
fhat the fame ^eal and aifcv^ion (or my fervicc, and the good of 
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ihc kitigclom, will cftrry you through all the neceflary parts of 
the public bufinefs in this feflion. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

In cafe you now think of fome recefs, as is iifiial at this fca- 
fon, I make no doubt, you will afterwards return with the fame 
gooddifpofition to give all poflible difpatch to the public affairs 
ftill depending, and bring this fellion of Parliament to a happy 
cone III lion. 


Addnfs to her A^ajeJiy by the Houfe of Commons y Feb* i6, 1706. 
May it pleafe your moft excellent Majefty, 

your Majefty 's moft loyal dutiful and fubjefts, the 
Commons of England, In Parliament allcmbled, humbly 
take leave to reprefent to your Majefty, that the confer vat ioii 
and encouragement of the filhery and trade of Newfoundland 
is of the greateft importance and advantage to this kingdom* 
That the encroachments of the French, the accidents of the 
war, and the uncertainty of convoys, have very much impaired 
this filhery \ for the reltoring whereof to its former condition 
nothing can more contribute, as w'c humbly conceive, than a 
certain and fcafonable departure of the convoys to and from 
ISewfounclland, v/ilh protedtlons for the fcainen and filhermen 
employed in that trade; which is thebeft nurfery of feamen for 
this kingdom, and is fo likewife to the French, whofe naval 
force is much increafed thereby. 

We do therefore moft humbly recommend to yoiir Majefty 
this fo beneficial trade ; and pray, that, for the better carrying 
on and fecurity thereof, your Majefty would be gracioufly 
plcafed to give the necclfary orders, that timely convoys of good 
llrcngth, be appointed yearly for this trade, as well for the 
merchant fliips going to Portugal for fait, as for' the fifhing 
fliips failing from the South and North Channel, as likewife 
for the fack Ihips; which convoys, when arrived at Newfound- 
land, may criii/.e upon that coaft, and pioleft the fevcral har- 
bours from the enemy, and return, as early as may be, with 
the fifliing fliips from thence; and that your Majefty would 
give fuch turther diredlions for the prefervation of this filhery, 
as to your Majefty in your great wifdom, and provident care » 
of your ggod fubjefts trading to Newfoundland, fhall feem 
meet. 
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Her MojeJly^s fnoji gracious Speech^ February i6, 1706- 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T CANNOT but take this occafion to return you my hearty 
thanks for the great care and concern you have Ihewn, to 
promote every thing in this feflion, that may tend to the public 
good. 

Gentlemen of the lloiifc of Commons, 

I miift thank you, in particular^ for your having fo fully 
complied with your aifii ranees to me at the opening of this Par- 
liament, that you uould give all pofhble difpatch to the public 
fupplics, T here is fcarce any inlbince to he givei'., where fo 
great, and, I liopc, clfcd-ual I'upplics have been pcrfccled in fo 
Ihort a time. 

I look upsu this to proceed not only from your great zeal for 
the public fcrvice, buc fioin a juft imp;' Hion upon your own 
minds, that there is a ifcceflity of making extiaordinary eftbrts 
to fijpport and encourage *0111' allies, and to be early in endea- 
vouring to difappoint the dLligns of our enemies. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It will be convenient to make a recefs in fome (hort time; I 
hope, therefore, you will continue to give all necelTary difpatch 
to what may yet remain uiitinilhcd of the public bufinefs before 

you. 


J 9 int Addrefs by both Houfes to her AJojeJly^ Alarch H, 1706. 

WE. your Majelly’s moft dutiful and obedient fubjefls, the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Comrqons, in Par- 
liament aiVemblcd, beg leave to acquaint your Majcfty, that, 
having taken into our ferious confideration a printed pamphlet, 
intitled, A Letter from Sir Rowland Gwynne to the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Stamford, wc came to the following 
refolution; That the faid pamphlet is a fcandalous, falfe, 
and malicious libel, tending to create a mifunderftanding be- 
tween your Majefty and the Princefs Sophia, and highly re- 
fle£ting upon your Majefty, upon the Princefs Sophia, and 
upon the proceedings of both Houfes of Parliament.” 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

This feditious li’uol having been of late with great indufiry 
difperfed among y( 3 ur fubjefts, we humbly befeeeh your Ma- 
jefty to give ftrivft orders for the difeovery of the i^uthor, printer, 

and 
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and publlfliers thereof, to ihe end they may be brought to con- 
dign piiniihmeiit, according to the iitmoit' rigour of the law; 
and we pray your Majcily to ufe all iruans, which (liall feem 
proper to your royal wifdom, for preveming fuch infolent and 
dangerous attempts for the future. 


Her Maji'fiy s jinfivcr^ March 1 3, 1 706, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

*^01'HING can be mcirc acceptable to me, than fo feafon. 

able an inUaiice of your concern to preferve a good under- 
ftandiiig between me and t^^e Princefs Sr)phia, and of your 
cajc to (Ir iea tlie artifices of dellgning and malicious men. 

I .im fully Icnfibleof the very ill deligus of the paper, which 
you have fo jufily cenfured; and I will not fail to give the tie- 
ceiLry directions for complying, in the moli: eifei^ual manner^ 
with all you defire in your atidrefs. 


Her Afnu'fly s moji gracious Speech f Dctemhcr 3, 1706* 

M’y Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HOPE we are all met together at this lime with hearts truly 
thankful to Almigluy God lor the glorious fucceffes with 
wliich he has blelVcd our arms, and thofe of our allies, through 
the whole courfe of this year; and with ferious and fteady refo- 
liitions to profccute the advantages wc have gained, till we 
reap the defired iruil of them, in an honourable and durable 
peace. 

The goodnefs of God has brought this happy profpeft fo- 
much nearer to us, that, if we be not wanting to ourlclvcs, 
we may, upon good grounds, hope to fee' fuch a balance of 
power eftabl idled in Europe, that it dial I no longer be at the 
pleafure of one prince to diltuib the repofe, and endanger the 
liberties, of this part of the wwld, 

A juft confideraiion of the prefent poftiirc of affairs, of the 
circumftances of our enemies, and the good difpolition of our 
allies, niuft needs excite an uncommon zeal, and animate uS 
to exert our utmoft endeavours, at this critical conjundure* 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

As I am fully perfuaded you are all of this mind, fo I muft 
carneftly defire you to grant me fupplies fufficient lor carrying 
on the war next year in fo effedual a manner, that we may be 
able to itn prove every where the advantages of this fuccefsful 

campaign ; 
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ampaign; and, I afTure you,. I lliall make it my bufinefs to 
cc'-aW you give applied totliofe ends with the greateft care and 
,nanagcnieiit. 

My Lords and Gcnlleincn, 

In purfuance of the powers vefted in me by aft of Parfia- 
ment, both in England and Scotland, I have appointed com- 
milfioners to treat of an union between the two kingdoms^ and 
though this be a work of fnch a nature, as could not but be 
attended with great diiliculiio, yet fuch has been the applica- 
tion of tlie conur.iiii(.iterwS, that they, have corielndcd a treaty, 
which is at this linv oeforc the Pari 'ament of Scotland ; and I 
hope, the nintu.il ..dvantages ol an entire union of the two 
kingdoms will be tound fo appaunt, tliat it will not be long 
before I lhall have an opportunity ot acquainting you with the 
fuccefs wl'.ich it has met with Oieic. 

Your nuyingat this lime being later tlian ufual, I cannot 
conclude witlunii earnctlly rcconjincnding to you togivc as much 
difpatch to the public affairs as the paturc ot them will admit; 
It being of the greated cordcqucncc, that both our fricuds, and 
our enemies, Ihoukl be lolly cotivinced of your lirmnefs, and 
the vigour of your proceedings. 


^ddrefshy the Houfe Commons to her MajcJIy^ December 4? 1706* 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

WE* your Majefty’s moil dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
Commons, in Parliament airenibled, return your Ma- 
jelly our humble thanks for your moll gracious fpcecli from the 
throne. 

And, with all thankfulncfs to Almighty God, we congra- 
tulate your Majefly upon the fignal vidory obtained by your 
arms, and thofc of your allies, under the command of the Duke 
of Marlborough, at Ramillies; aviftoiy, fo glorious and great 
in its confequenccs, and attended w ith fuch continued fuccclfcs, 
through the whole courfc of this year, that no age can equal. 

And as your Majclly's allies have Ihewed their lirmnefs, and 
good difpofition, to carry on the war with vigour, fo the Com-. 
mons of England are determined, that no fpectous pretences of 
peace (hall divert them from their Heady refolulions of enabling 
your Majefly to improve, in all places, the advantages of this 
fuccefsful campaign. 

The experience your Commons Iiavc had, of the prudent ad- 
mini ft rat ion, and the great care and management in the appli- 
cation of the public aids, encourage us to affure yogr Majefly, 

that 



( 413 ) 

that we will cheerfully give fuch fpeecly and cfFcaunl fuppVies, 
as, by the continuance of (iod’s blclling upon yum Majefty’s 
arms, may cftablilh the balance ot power in liiirope, by a fafe, 
honourable, aral lading peace. 

We beg leave like wife to return your Majefty our iicarty 
thaftks, for your promoting the union betwixt England and 
Scotland; whereby your Majefty ftietvsyoiir great concern and 
icndernefs, not only for the prefent, but the future happinefs of 
both kingdom:^. 


Her Ayijwcr^ December 6, 1706. 

Gentlemen, 

T THANK yon heartily for this addrefs, and the aftiirances 
of giving i;ic eftedual fupplics to carry on the war, and to 
obtain a fafe and honourable peace. 

I am glad to find you arc fo well fatisfn.d w iA the appli- 
cation of the public money. ^ 

As to the matter of the union with Scotland, fo in all other 
things, I ftiall ftill be defirous to promise the prefent and future 
happinefs of my people. 


Her Majcjlys moji gracious Speech, Dicember 21, 1 706. 

My Lordr and Gcnilemcn, 

T AM glad of this occafion to repeat to you my great fatlsfac- 
tion in your fevcral addrclfes, prefented to me in the be- 
ginning of this feflion. 

The zeal and afFedion, which you exprefted in them for my 
fervice, and the common caufe of Europe, cannot fail of being 
a great encouragement to all our allies. 

The particular notice, which you have taken of the eminent 
fcrvices of the 13 iikc of Marlborough, is alfo very agreeable 
to me; and 1 make no queftion, but it will be fo to the whole 
kingdom. 

.Gentlemen of the Houfeof Commons, 

1 am to thank you, in a very particular manner, for the more 
than ufiial difpatch of the bills of fupply> with which you have 
now prefented me. 

This will enable me to put all our neceflary preparations for 
next year into a great forward nefs, and muft needs have a very 
good cffeil, for improving the advantages of the laft campaign. 

My 
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My Lords aad Gentlemen, 

I fuppofe, you will think it convenient to make fomc fliort 
recefs during the holidays. 

The zeal and unanimity you have already flicwn, are a fuf- 
ficient affuranceto me, that you will all return in the fame gpod 
temper and difpolitiun, to difpatch vvhat remains of the public 
bufmefs. 


Addrefs to her MajcJly by the Houfc of Commons y fan* '7, 1707* 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
Commons of England, in Parliament affcmbled, taking 
into our coniidcration the many eminent fervices of John, Duke 
of Marlborough, whereby the glory of your Majefty’s govern- 
ment, the l^onour and fafety of your kingdoms, and the intereft 
of the common caufc, have been fo highly advanced, do, with 
all fubmiflion, addrefs Ourfelvcs to jour Majefty’s moft facred 
perfon, humbly to defirci that, as your Majefty is, at your ex- 
penfe, gracioufly pleafed tocreft the houfe of Blenheim, as a 
monument of his glorious aftions, and the Houfe of Peers, by 
your Majefty *s permillion, have given rife to a law for conti- 
nuing his honours to his pottcrity, wc, your Majefty’s obedient 
Commons, may be permitted toexprefs our fenfe of fodiftin- 
guiftiing a merit, and our ready difpolition to enable your Ma- 
jefty to make fomc' provifion for the more honourable fupport 
of his dignity in his pofterity, in fuch manner as fhall be moft 
agreeable to your Majefty. 

Thus the gratitude of the whole kingdom will remain upon 
record to aftcr-ages, and encourage others to follow his great 
example. 


Her Majtflys Anfwer^ January 9, 1707. 
Gentlemen, 

T AM very glad you have fo juft a fenfe of the repeated fervices 
of the Duke of Marlborough. I will confidcr of you/. ad- 
drefs, and return an anfwcr very fpeedily. 


Miffage 
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Mejjagc from her Majcjly^ January 9, 1707. 

Anne R. 

TJER Majefty, in confideration of the great and eminent fcr- 
, vices performed Hy the Lord Marlborough, in the firft year 
of her reign, as well by his prudent negotiations, as her pleni- 
potentiary at the Hague, as by his valour and goodconduft in 
the command of the confederate armies abroad, thought fit to 
grant to him, and the heirs male of his body, the title of a 
])uke of this realm; and, as a farther mark of her favour, and 
fatisfaftion with his fcrviccs, and for the better fupport of his 
dignity, her Majefty granted to the faid Duke, and the heirs 
male of his body, diiring her life, a penfion of 5000/. per an- 
num, out of the revenue of the Poft-Office: and an aft having 
pafled this felfions, for fettling the honours and dignities of the 
Duke of Marlborough upon his pofterity, and annexing the 
honour and manor of Woodftock, and houfe of Bfenheim, t6 
go along with the faid honours, it woukl be very agreeable to 
her Majefty, if the penfion bf 5000/. per annum be continued, 
and limited, by aft of Parliament, 10 nis pofterity, for the more 
honourable fupport of their dignities, in like manner, as his 
honours, and the honour and manor of Woixlftock, and houfe 
of Blenheim, are already limited, and fettled* 

Kcnjingtoiiy the 9th, 1707. 


Her MajcJJfs moji gracious Speech^ January 28, 1707* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

tlAVING acquainted you, at the opening of this feflion, 
that the treaty for an union between England and Scotland, 
which had been concluded here by the commidioners appointed 
for that purpofe, in purfuance of the powers given by the Par- 
liaments of both kingdoms, was then under the confideration 
of (he Parliament of Scotland, I can now, with great fatis- 
faftipn, inform you, that the faid treaty has been ratified by 
aft cjf Parliament in Scotland, with fome alterations and 
additions. 

I have direfted the treaty, agreed to by the commiffioners of 
both kingdoms, and alfo the aft of ratification from Scotland, 
to belaid before you ; and, I hope it will meet with your con*^ 
currcnce and approbation- 


. Gen- 
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Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

It being agreed by this treaty, that Scotland is to have an 
equivalent for what that kingdom Is obliged to contribute to- 
wards paying the debts of England, I nnift recommend to you, 
that in cafe you agree to the treaty, you will take care to pro- 
vide for the payment of the equivalent to Scotland accord- 
ingly. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You have now an opportunity before you, of putting the laft 
hand to a happy union of the two kingdoms ; which, I hope, 
will be a lading bleffing to the whole iiland, a great addition 
to its wealth and power, and a firm fccurity to the proteftant 
religion. 

The advantages, which will accrue to ns all from an union, 
are fo apparent, that I will add no more, but that I lhall look 
upon it as^'i particular happinefs, if this great work, which 
has been fo often attempted without fuccefs, can be brought 
to perfeilion in my reign. * 


Her Majejlys mojl gracious fpecchy March i?®?* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is with the greateft fatisfaSion, that I have given my af- 
^ fent to a bill for uniting England and Scotland into one 
kingdom. 

I confidcr this union as a matter of the greateft importance 
to the wealth, ftrength, and fafety of the whole iiland, and at 
the fame time, as a work of fo much difficulty and nicety in its 
own nature, that, till now, all attempts, which have been 
made towards it in the courfc of above a hundred years, have 
proved ineffciflual; and therefore, I make no doubt, but it will 
be remembered and fpoke of hereafter to the honour of thofc 
who have been inftrumental in bringing it to fuch a fiatopy 
conclufion. 

defire and expeft, from all my fubjeSs of both nations, 
that from henceforth they aft with all poffible refpeft and 
kindnefs to one another; that fo it may appear to all the wr rid, 
they have hearts difpofed to become one people, ‘ 

This will be a great plcafure to me, and will make us all 
quickly fenliblc of the good effeft of this union. 

And 1 cannot but look upon it as a peculiar happinefs, that 
in my reign fo full a provifion is made for the peace and quiet 
of my people, and for the fccuiity ot our religion, by fo firm 

an 
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an eftablifhment of the proteftant fiiccefllon throughout Great 
Britain* 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I take this occafion to remind you of making efFeflual provi- 
fion for the payment of the equivalent to Scotland, witlun the 
time" appointed by this A & ; and I am perfuaded, you tvill 
ihew as much rcadinefs in this particular, as you have done in 
all the other parts of this great work* 

My Lords and Gentlmen, 

The feafon of the year being now pretty far advanced, I 
hope you will continue the fame zeal, which has appeared 
throughout this feflion, in difpatching what yet remains uiiti- 
niflied of the public bufincfs before you. 


yoint Addrefs to the ^eeriy March 8, lyc*/. 


WE, your Majefty’s mof^ dutiful fubjefts, the Lords fpirU 
tual and temporal, and Commops, in Parliament alfem- 
bled, return our moft humble thanks to your Majefty, for your 
gracious approbation of the (hare we had in bringing the treaty 
of an union between your two kingdoms of England and Scot- 
. land to a happy conclufion ; a work, that, after fo many fruit- 
lefs endeavours, feems defigned by Providence to add new luftre 
to the glories of your Majefty’s reign. The fuccefs of your 
arms having fecured us from all attempts from abroad, and the 
care your Majefty has taken of the firm eftabliQiment of the 
proteftant fucceflion, having given a great and lading fccurity 
to our religion, as in the church of England by law eftabliftied ; 
we beg leave humbly to aflure your Majefty, that our endeavours 
lhall never be wanting to fupport your government at home, 
and fo to eftablifli the peace of this ifland, that nodifpute may 
reipain among us, but how to acknowledge, in the moit dutiful 
maimer, the aufpicious condu< 5 f of fo great and fo renowned 
a Qiieen, 
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Her MajeJifs Anfwcr^ March 12, 1707. 


Lords and Gentlemen, 

J glad to find your opinion fo perfeSly agrees with mine 
concerning this union. You cannot do me more acceptable 
fervice, than by ufing your utmoft endeavours to improve all 
the good confequences of it. 


VoL. L 
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Her Majcjlys moji graciotis Speech y A^ril 14, 1707. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

1 WAS willing to give you an opportunity of coming toge- 
ther again, to conlider, if any thing can properly be done, 
to prevent the iiiconvenicncies that may happen to our trade by 
too-great an interval between the riling of the Parliament and 
the firft of May ; and I, need not add, that whatever is to be 
done of that kind, wdll require to be difpatehed in a little tune. 


Her Majcjly s moJl gracisus Speech^ November ic, 1707. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

IT is with all humble thankfulnefs to Almighty God, and 
with entire fatisfaclion to myfelf, that I meet you here in 
this firft I^aitiament of Great Britain ; not doubting but you 
come with hearts prcjprcd, as mine is, to make this union fo 
profperous, as may aiifwcr the well-grounded hopes of all my 
good fubjcils, and the rcafonablc apprehcnlions of our enemies. 

To tliis end notldng is fo immediately material, as to con- 
vince, as foon as is pollible, both our friends, and our enemies, 
that the uniting our interefts has not only improved our abili- 
ties, but our re lolut ions a! fo, to profecute this juft and necelTary 
war, till we obtain a fafe and honourable peace for ourfelves, 
and for our allies. 

Info great and cx ten five a war as tliis i<, many things may 
he ufcfully undertaken, which are not fit to be communicated 
bcforC'hand. The attempt upon Toulon was of this nature j 
and, though it had not wholly its dcfircd efte£l, has neverthe- 
lefs been attended with many great and obvious advantages to 
the common caufe in this year, and has made our way more 
fafy, I hope, to greater in the next. 

As the French have gained ground upon us in Spain, fo they 
have been wholly drii'en out of Italy ; by which it is lieiomc 
more eafy for all the allies to join their alliftance next jar, 
for enabling the King of Spain to recover his aifairs in r tint 
kingdom, and to reduce the whole Spanifti monarchy .o.Ais 
obedience. [ J 

The weaknefs and ill pofture of affairs upon the Rlun j, in 
the beginning of the year, has given an opporiunity tc^ the 
French to make ihemfelves ftronger in all other parts; but 
this defcif): feems in a very promiiing way of being fully reme-» 
died, againft next campaign, by the condud and authority of 
the eleclor of Hanover, whofc feafonable acceptance of that 

command 
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command has ftrcngthcned, and obliged, the v.liole confe- 
deracy. ' 

Gentlemen of the Hoiife of Commons, 

The juft application of the fMpplies given pie by former 
Parliaments, the plain neceftity of continuing this war, the 
rcafo*nable profpedl of putting a good end to it, if we be not 
wanting to ourfclves, and the honour of the firft Parliament 
of Great Britain, are, I make no doubt, fiifficicnt arguments 
to incite you to provide the necelFary fuppHes, which I am 
obliged todefire of you for the enfuing campaign in all parts, 
and particularly for the timaly fupport of the King of Spain, 
and the making good our treaty with Portugal, as alfo for 
ftrengihening the confederate army under the command of the 
Duke of Savoy ; all which fcrvices I do not doubt but you 
will think fo neceflary, that they ought not to be neglefted> 
even though they Ihould require an augmentation. 

The funis already expended in this war have beenj^ery great; 
and they are fiifficicnt proofs how well fatisfied my fubjefts 
have always been with the e^ds of my government, of which 
I am fo fenfible, as never to afk any fupplies from them, but 
what are abfolutely necclFary for the prefervation of their reli- 
gion and liberty ; and I look upon it as my great happinefs, 
that I have not the Icaft intcrett feparate from that of all my 
good fiibjeds. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

In a work fo great, and new in its kind, as that of the 
union, it is Impollible but that fome doubts and difficulties muft 
have aiifen ; which, however, I hope, are fo far overcome, as 
to have defeated the defigns of thofe who v/ould have made ufe 
of that handle to foment difturbances. 

There are fcveral matters exprefsly made liable, by \ht arti- 
cles of the union, to the confideration of the Parliament of 
Gi^t Britain ; which, together with fuch others as may rea- 
fonAly produce thofe advantages, that, with due care muft cer- 
tain!^ arife from that treaty, I carncftly recommend to your 
feriJ'is .confideration. 

' pW my part nothing (hall be wanting to procure to my peo- 
ple Vll ;he bleffings which can follow from this happy circum- 
llancj; ^f my reign, and to extinguifti, by all proper means, 
the 1^5ft occafions of jealoufy, that either the civil, or religious 
rights of any part of this my united kingdom can fufFer by the 
confcquences of this union. 

Such a fuggeftion fliall never in my time have any founda- ■ 
tion, how reftlefs foever our enemies may be in their endca- 
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vo»jrs, and artifices, to didurb our peace and fiappincfs : thofc 
great and valuable blelTings cannot but be always fecurc to us, 
it we heartily endeavour to confirm, and improve, our prefent 
union. I hope, therefore, you will fuffer nothing to prevail 
with you to difunite among yourfelves, or abate your zeal in 
oppofing the common enemy. 


Addreji by the Houfe of Commonsy November 1 1, 1707. 

Mod Gracious Sovereign, 

your M^jefty’s mod dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 

^ Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfemblcd, 
do, with all thankfulnefs and humility, acknowledge the divine 
goodnefs in making your Majefty the glorious inftrument of 
uniting your two kingdoms. 

And we lliall never be fo wanting in our duty to your Ma- 
jefty, and the trull repofed in us by thofc we reprefent, as 
jiot to embrace all Qccafions of confirming, and improving, 
the advantages of tins happy imio'n. 

As tills cannot fail to'ftrengthcii your Majefty’s got'ernment 
at home, and anfwer tlie well-grounded hopes of all your good 
fubjeds, fo your faithful Commons are rcfolvcd to exert the 
united ftrength of this illand in lu^h a manner as fliall make it 
a terror to your enemies. 

The cledor of Hanover being at the head of the army on 
the Rhine, gives us the greateft hopes of fuccefs on that fule, 
from his condud and authority. 

And though your Majefty’s great and wife defigns for the 
advantage of this nation, and the good of the common caufc, 
have not had all the delired efFcds in lafl campaign, yet wc 
beg leave to aUbre your Majcity, that no difappointmenis* fliall 
difeourage us from making our utmoft efforts to enable your 
Majefty, in conjundion with your allies, to reduce the whole 
Spauifli monarchy to the obedience .of the King of Spairvf to 
make good the treaty with Portugal, and to ftrcngthei( the 
confederate army under the command of the Duke of S;»/oy. 

Your Majefty has Ihewn, throughout the whole coiurte ol 
your reign, that you luive no intereft feparate from that di 
people ; who have been fo fenfible of the many blcflinlj.yihcY 
have enjoyed under your a^^miniftration, as never to bc^'vant- 
ing on all occafions to exprefs their gratitude to the bHi of 
Q^ieens. 

And we, your united Commons of this Parliament, do 
faithfully promife your Majefty, that we will proceed upon 
public bulinefs with unanimity and dlfpatch, and give fuch 
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efFcAual TuppllcSi as may carry on the war with vigour, anti, 
hy the bleiling of God upon your Majedy’s arms^ obtain on 
honourable and lading peace. 


Her Majejifs Anfwer^ November 13, 1707. 

Gentlemen, 

T THANK you very kindly for this addrefs. The defircs 
^ you exprtfs, of taking all occalions to improve the advan- 
tages of our happy union, s^e extremely agreeable to me. 

As you cannot give me a more fcnfible proof of your loyalty 
and affctSion to me, and my government, than by your aiVu- 
rances of fiipporting me efFefliially in a vigorous profccution 
of the war, fo I make no doubt, but that thefe alUiranccs will 
have their due weight abroad, and be of the greateft advantage 
imaginable to the common caufe. 


Her Afajejly^s moji gracious Speech^ ^December 18, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM very well pleafed with the occafion of my coming hither 
at this time, and defirous to take this opportunity of ex* 
prelling to you the fatisfadion I have in feeing fo good a pro- 
grefs made in the public bufincfs. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I am extremely fenfiblc of the r adinefs and affcdlion with 
which you have provided fo confiderablc a part of the fupplies. 

As I am fully perfuaded, it mud needs give the greateft 
fatisfaflian to all our allies, fo I look upon it as a fure pledge 
of your being difpofed to make good thofe hearty alfurances, 
which you gave me in the beginning of tlic feftion, 

' I told you at the opening of this Parliament, that I did 
hoa*, yon would look upon the fervices relating to Spain, Pi-r- 
tufdl, and the army under the command of the Duke of Sa- 
voy* to be of fo much importance in ilie profccuiion of this 
% 'ar,^that they might deferve an augmentation ; wliich I can- 
not bttt think will be of the greateft iifc to the common caufc, 
botr^lvilh regard to thofe particular fcrviccs, and to the putting 
ou^^elves In a condition toimprove fuch favourable opportuni- 
ties as may arife in the enfuing year. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I fliall only add, that, as nothing .Is more efteniijl to my own 
quiet, and the happinefs of all my good fubjeds, than , the 

Ee 3 bringing 
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bringing this war to a fafc and honoufable conclufion ; fo I 
muit think myfclf obliged to look upon all thofe who are wil- 
ling and dcfirous to fupport me in it, for attaining that end, as 
the mod proper objecls of my favour and encouragement. 

I cannot conclude, without once more recommending to you 
to confirm, and improve, the advantages of our happy union, 
not doubling, but at the fame time you will have a due regard 
to whai lliall be found necelFary for preferving the public 
peace throughout the whole illaiid of (Jreat Britain. 


' ^oint Addrefs by both Houfesy December 22, 1707. 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and obedient fubjedls, the 
Lords fpiritual and leinporal, and Commons, in Parlia- 
ment alfemblcd, having been always fully perfuaded, that no- 
thing could reltore a jull balance of power in Europe, but the 
reducing the whole Spanifli monarchy to the obedience of the 
houfe of Auftria ; and having fecn fcveral great parts of that 
monarchy, by the blcfiing of God upon the vidorioiis arms of 
your Majcfty, and your allies, already in the poifelfion of that 
Houfe, do think it not only feafonable, but neceifary, at this 
jundure, humbly to offer this our unanimous opinion to your 
Majefly, that no peace can be honourable, or fafe for your 
Majefiy, or your allies, if Spain, the Weft Indies, or any part 
of the Spaniih monarchy, be futfered to remain under the power 
of the houfe of Bourbon. 

When we confider what efforts this kingdom has continued 
to make from the beginning of the war, w'C cannor but think, 
a much greater imprellion might have been made upon the 
enemy before this time, if fome of your allies, who feem 
principally concerned, and have reaped the moft immediate 
Advantage, had feconded your Majcfty with like vigour, where- 
by France might have been equally prcfl'cd on all lidcs. 

We are obliged to return our humble thanks to your ?/Ia- 
jefty for the Care you have taken, and the inftances you ftave 
ufed with his Imperial Majefty, for fending a con fide -able 
force to the relict of Spain, under the command of ETri-'Oe 
Eugene, as being certainly the moft likely method to /e^core 
the affairs of the confederacy in that country. 

But the frequent difappointments we have obferved on '"he 
part of the emperor and empire, to the great prejudice of the 
conihaon caufe, makes us think it our duty, in order that th 
War may be brpiight to a fpeedy and happy conclufion, to be 
feech your Majefty to make the moft preffing inftances to the 
emperor, that he would, with all expedition, fend powerful 

. . fuccours 
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fiiccours to his brother, the King of Spain, under the condua* 
of that great and fuccefsful general ; that he wcnild timely^ and 
cffeaually make good what has been concerted tor I is putting 
twenty thoufand men under the command of the Duke of Sa- 
voy ; and would alfo make life of his iitmolt power and ittte- 
rettYor ftrengllicning the army upon the Rhine, which is new 
happily put under the command of that wife and valiant prince, 
the eleclor of Hanover. 

Wc believe no’^part of this can be refured upon your Ma- 
jedy’s earneft interpolltion, who have rloue fiich great things 
for the hoiifc of Aullria ; .and this bting complied with, we 
may reafonably hope, by God's aflidance, the next will prove 
a happy and glorious ca-npaign. 


Her Anjzver^ 1 708 . 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM fully of your opinion, that no* peace can be honour- 
^ able, or fafe, for us, or o*ur allies, till the entire monarchy 
of Spain be reiiored to the houfe ot Aullria; and very well 
pleafed to find, that tlic meafurts 1 have concerted, for the fiic- 
cour of the King of Spain, are fo well approved by both Houfes 
of Parliament. 

I lhall continue my moft prcdhng iuftances with the empe- 
lor for the haftening of farther fuccours, a^nd that they may be 
commanded by Prince Eugene ; as alfo upon all the other par- 
ticulars mentioned in your addrefs. 


Addrefs by the Houje of Commons ^ February^ 24, 1708, 

May it pleafe your moll excellent Majefty, 

your Majefly’s moll dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
Commons, in Parliament ailembled, having examined 
th/ complaints of fcveral merchants againll Captain William 
Kvrr, late commander of a fquadron of your Majedy’s /hips 
^of\’ar in the Well Indies, do beg leave humbly to reprefeiit 
tc\yiUrr Majedy, that it hath been fully proved, that the trade 
tophi’ Well Indies (fo beneficial to all your fubjects) has been 
gr-^itly obllrudled and prejudiced by the faid Captain William 
Kerr’s exadling fums of money from the merchants for con- 
voys. 

And we do alfo humbly reprefent to your Majedy, that th® 
requiring or demanding of money for convoys is illegal, op- 
preflive to the merchants, and dedrudlive to trade. 

E e 4 
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We therefore, yoUr Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Com- 
tnon?», humbly addrefs ourfelvcs to your Majefty, that you 
would be gracioufly pleafed not to employ the faid Captain 
William Kerr in yonr M'ajefty’s fcrvice for the future \ and 
that )our Majefty will be pleafed to give orders, that he may 
be profccuted according to law. 


Addrefs hy the Houfe of Commons y March 4, 1708. 

T^E, your Majefty’s moft faithful and obedient fubjeds,thc 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aifembled, 
do beg leave to return our moft hearty thunks to your Majefty, 
far being gracioufly pleafed to communicate to your Parlia- 
ment the intelligence you have received, of an intended inva- 
fion of this kingdom oy the pretended Prince of Wales, fup- 
ported by a Ficnch power, Wc are fo fenfible of the hap- 
pineis we enjoy under your M tjcfty, and are fo affefted with 
the dangerous confcqutnces of fneh an attempt, both to your 
perfon and government^ that, with hearts full of concern for 
your Majeiiy’s fafety, we befeech your Majclly, that you will 
be pleafed to take particular care of your royal perfon ; and 
we, on our parts, are fully and unanimoufly refolved to ftand 
by and allifl your Majefty, with our lives and fortunes, in 
mainicnancc of your undoubted right and title to the crown 
of thefe realms, againll the pretended Prince of Wales, and 
all other your enemies, both at home and abroad. 

The care your Majefty has taken for the defence of your 
dominions, and, particularly, in fitting out fo great a fleet in fo 
Ihort a time, give faUsfa£lion and encouragement to all your 

f ood fiibjcfls, who are likewife very fcnlible of the zeal the 
tates General have Ibown upon this occafion. 

As a further inftance of our duly, we humbly defire, that 
you will be pleafed to order, that the law's againlt papifts, ^.d 
non-jurois, be put in execution \ and that diredions be gi^;en 
to feizc and fcciirc fuch perfons, with their horfes, and arfus, 
as your Majefty lhall have caufe to fufped are difaffefief^ to 
your pwrfoii and government. ^ ^ 

And as w'e doubt not, but, by the blefling of God upch/Vie 
continiiai.ee of your Maiefty’s care, your enemies will 
to confulion, fo wc rcaaily embrace this opportunity to Lew 
to your Majefty, and the whole world, that no attempts^-^f 
this kind iliall deter us from iiipporting your Majefty in a 
♦vigorous profecutton of the prefent war againll France, till the 
|i)O0archy of Spairv be rellorcd to the houfe of Auftria, and 
, ‘ ’ * your 
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your Majefty have the glory to complete the recovery of the 
liberties of Europe. 


f 

Her MajeJifs Anfwer^ March 6, 1708. 

• • 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE fuch entire dependence on the providence of God, 

■■ and fo much truft in the faithful fcrvices of my good fub- 
jcdls, that 1 hope this attempt will prove dangerous only to 
thofe who undertake it. 

I am extremely fenfibfe of your concern and affeAion for 
me and my government, and ihall have a very partiicular re- 
gard to the advice you give me upon this occafion. ‘ ^ 

I am alfo very well plcafed with the judice which you have 
done the States General, in taking notice of their timely care 
for our fafety, and their readinefs to give us all pofllble 
affiftance. 

The firm refolution which you exptefs, upon all occafions, 
of fupporting me, in briAging this war to a fafe and llappf- 
conclufion, as it i! mod edentially obliging to me, fo, I allure 
myfelf, it will mightily difliearten our common enemies, and 
give the greated encouragement and advantage to ail our allies. 


Her Majejly^s moji gracious Speechy March ii, 1708. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T THINK it neceffary to acquaint you, that I have received 
advices this morning from Odend, that the French fleet 
failed from Dunkirk, Tuefday, at three in the morningt 
northward, with the pretender on board ; as alfo, that Sir 
George Bing had notice of it the fame day, at ten ; and he 
'^cing very much fuperior to the enemy, both in number and 
f\ength, I make no quedion, but, by God’s blcJEng, he will 
foon be able to give a good account of them. 

I have alfo advice, that ten battalions of my troops Were 
Kcn^barked at Odend, ready to fail with their convoy, as there 
iha'l be occafion ; and I fliall continue to take all proper mee* 
for difappointing the enemy’s defigns. 
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Addrcfs to her AlajcJhj hy the Houfe of Commoniy March 1 2, 1 708* 
Mofl gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft Hntifiil and loyal fubjefts, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alVcmbled, 
humbly wait on your Majcfly to exprefs the great leiifc wc 
haiVe of your grace and favoiir in communicating to us, from 
the throne, the account of the French King's perfifting to in- 
vade your dominions, and to impofe a pretender upon thefc; 
realms, over which your Majelly is« rightful and lawful fove- 
reign. 

I'he fmall number of rtiips and trof)ps with which this 
projcdl is profecLiicd, notwiihllanding the great naval force 
your Majcfty has fitted out with fo much expedition, as it 
ought to be regarded with contempt, on the one iidc, fo, on 
the other, it^iv ’s us jufl: wiufe to believe, that tlicir chief 
dependency is upon fomc of your fubjed^s, whofe reliefs paf- 
(ions^ and arbitrary prfnciples, ha\c for fomc years engaged 
them in forming defigns«to undermine an4 deftroy the mofl 
happy cftabliflinicnt that the government of this illand was 
ever rounded upon. 

The defence of your Majefty’s perfon and government, and 
the fupport of the proteftant fuccellion, arc things fo facred to 
us, and your people, that, a!s a deinonftration of our unfeign- 
ed zeal to aflilt and fupport your Majcfty to the utmoft of oiir 
pow'er, we do, in the name of the Cominons of Great Britain, 
give this afl'urance, that whalfoever charge you fhall be at in 
augmenting your troops at home, and replacing thofc you have 
recalled from abroad, or for fuch other fcrviccs as your Ma- 
jefty flxall judge neceffary upon this extraordinary occafion, 
ihall be efFcdually made good ; and, as we humbly recom- 
mend it to your Majcfty, that the fevereit punifhmcnts may be 
inilidled upon fuch as lhail aftift in fo unnatural a deftgn, a/* 
that of betraying your Majefty, and tlieir country ; fo we fco 
not doubt, but you will give fuitabic encouragement to all 
thofc, who fhall /hew their fidelity, in oppofing the invader, 
and his accomplices in Scotland, or wherever the defeent' 
fliall be. I f' 

Your Majcfty wants no incitement to a fteady profecujipn 
of the war in which you are engaged for the copimon canK ; 
yet permit us to take this opportunity to intreat your Majefty, 
that this enterprize may no ways divert your conftant vigour ; 
that ail the world may fee, that both your Majcfty, and your^ 
people, are determined to fupport your allies in all parts, what- 
ijvcr attempts arc made at home. 

My 
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May it pleafe your Majefty, 

There can be nothing fo dangerous or fatal to the fafety of 
your royal perfon, and the feciirity of the prefent happy ella* 
blifhment, as thofe perfons who endeavour to ertate divifions 
aifd animolitics among your laithful lubjed^ls, or by any artful 
methods leHen the juft eftcem your Maj’cily has for thofe, who 
have eminently, and in fo diftinguifliing a manner, comm^ded 
your armies, and managed your treafuie, to the honour and 
g’ )ry of your Majefty abroad, and the entire fatislaftion of 
y )ur people at home. \A;e ihercforc hmnblv beg leave to be- 
fjcch your Majefty to difcoiintcnancc all fiich perfons, and 
defigns, in the molt remarkable manner. 


Her MnjcJlfsAnJivtTy March 15, 1708. 

Gentlemen, ^ 

T GIVE you my hearty thanks for thig your repeated aflurance^ 

and certain proof, of your zeal for me, and for the proteftant 
fucceflion. 

I am glad your thoughts of the war abroad fo perfeSly agree 
with my firm refolution upon that fiibjedt. 

You may depend, that no apprehen lions (farther than arc 
reafonable) (liall have any influence on my nieafores, while the 
caufc of religion and liberty, with the good afFe£lions of my 
people, are on my fide. 

I "hink all, who endeavour to make divifions among my 
faithful fubjedls, mult be mine and the kii;f:(!om*s enemies ; 
and I Ihail never countenance any perfons, who would go about 
to lelfcii the jiiii: eftecin v/hich I have for thoff. who have done, 
and continue to do me the moft eminent fer vices. 


The liOrd Chancellor's Speech y November 0 ,%^ 1708* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TN purfuance of the authority given us by her Majefty’s com* 
. million under the great feal (among other things) to declare 
tne ^:atifcs of her Majefty's calling this Parliament, 

are, by her Majefty’s command, in the firft place, to 
cjfcrve to you, that the extraordinary length of this year*$ 
Campaign has obliged her Majefty to defer your meet ing longer, 
lian other wile fhc would have dpne, that you might be in* 
ormed, with the greater certainty, of the ftate and pofture of 
vhe war, in order to your refolutions for the enfuing year. 

ThW 
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This neceflary delay hath now fo far fliewn ns the fuccefs of 
affairs abroad, as that, whether you cdnfider the places ac- 
quired by the allies, or the farther and continued proofs given 
this laft year of their fuptrior courage and condu£t (which, as 
to the future part of the war, is equal to all other advantages) 
we may, witii thanks to God, and jiiftice to thofc he hath been 
pleafed to life as inftrurnents in this great work, conclude, 
fhat^ upon the whole, we are brought much nearer than we 
were the laft fc^Tion, to the end of our undertaking this war, 
the reducing the dangerous power of France, and fettling fuch 
a peace, as may fecure itfelf from being violated. 

‘ Her Majefty therefore commands us to aflure you, flie hath 
not the Icaft doubt, but that this Parliament will be of the 
fame opinion with her laft, as to the vigorous profecution of 
the war, and the ends of it : believing it impoftible, the repre- 
fenlative of the Britifti nation can endure to think of lohng the 
fruits of oiir £aft endeavours, and the great advantages we have 
gained, particularly in this prefent year, by fubmiliing at laft 
to an infecure peace. * , 

And therefore fince, probably, nofliing can hinder our fuc- 
cefs abroad for the time to come, but mifunderftandings among 
ourfclves at home, we have it in command to conjure you, by 
your duty to God, and to her Majefty, your zeal for the Pro- 
teftant religion, your love for your country, and the regard you 
cannot but have for the liberty of Europe in general, to avoid 
all occafionsof divifions; w'hich are ever hurtful to the public, 
but will more efpecially be fo at this junfture, when the eyes 
of all our neighbours arc upon you, with a very particular con- 
cern ; and your unanimity and good agreement will be the 
greateft fatisfadion and encouragement to all our allies. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

You cannot but be convinced, that the fevcral’ parts of the 
war, which were provided for by the laft Parliament, will re- 

J uire^your fupport, at leaft, in the fame degree : but in Plan- 
ers, the nature of the war is much altered, by the great ad- 
vances made there towards entering into France ; which hath 
fo far alarmed our enemies, that they are drawing more troops 
daily to that ftde fpr the defence of their own country:. an J 
therefore her Majefty hopes you will have fo right afenfe of our 
.prefont advantages, as to enable her Majefty to make a consi- 
derable augmentation for preferving and improving them ; 
iS^hich, by the continuance of God’s blefting on our arms, mull 
'^on put a glorious period to this long and expenfive war. 

to the condition of the fleet, we have it in command 
5m her Majefty to acquaint you, that the conftant and remote 
2 fcrviccs, 
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ferviceSy in which the ihipsmve been employed, have made a 
greater fum, than ufual, requifitc, as well for the extraordinary 
repairs, as the building of new fliips ; and the taking of Port 
Mahon, as it hath afforded the means of having a part of the 
fleet operate with more readinefs and effeil on the enemy, or 
whertever ii may be ufeful to the common caiifc in thofe parts, 
fo the making fuch provifions, at fo great a diffance, as will 
be proper for that lervice, muff of neceffity caulc fume extr^t- 
ordniary expenfes ; all wh^ch her Majcliy recommends to your 
ferioiis conlidcration ; defirirg you to provide timely and effec- 
tual fupplies for thole ends, and likewife for the carrying ort 
fuch lottihcations tor th*e feciirity of our ports, and extin- 
guilhing the enemies hopes of profiting by dillurbances in 
Scotland, as you ihall think lit. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The union is efteemed by her Majefty to be fo happy and 
great a part of thefuccelfes of her reign, and he# Majelty hath 
fo much at heart the confirming and jmproving it, that flie is 
pleafed to command us t# remind you of preparing fuch bills 
as ffiall be thought conducing to than end ; and particularly, to 
make the laws of both parts of Great IBritain agree, as near as 
may be, for the common iutereff of both people, efpecially as « 
to thofe laws, which relate to criminal cafes and proceedings^, 
and fettling the militia on the fame foot throughout the united 
kingdom. 

Her Majefty is gracioully pleafed, war Ihould alfo aflurc you, 
that if you can propofe any means for the improvement of our 
trade or manufadures, or better employment of the poor, her' 
Majefty will take the grcatclt fatisfadliun in cnacling fuch pro- 
vifiotis; there being nothing ihc fo earneliiy deli res, as that 
God will blcfs her with more and more opportunities of doing 
all poffible good to fo well-deferving a people, fo firm and affec- 
tionate to her intereffs. 

And, as her Majefty does not doubt, by God’s blefling, and 
your good affedions, to continue to defeat the defigns of the 
Pretender, and his open and fecrct abettors ; fo her Majefty 
will always endeavour, on her part, to make her people happy 
to fuch a degree, as that none (except of defperate fortunes) 
Ihall enter into meafures, for the diiturbance of her govern- 
ment, the union, or the proteftant fucceflion, as by law efta- 
blifhed, without afting, at the fame time, manifeltly againft 
^ their own true and laltiiig intcreft, as well as their duty. 
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AddnJJa by the Cemmonsy November 23,* 170 J. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fiibjeas, the 
Cointnons, in Parliament airembkd, take this firft op- 
portunity of CKprclfmg to your Majelly the deep fenfc wl hdve 
01 the great lofs your Majelly and this kingdom have fuftained, 
111 the death of his Royal Highnefs Prince George of Denmark • 
Whofe tender afFedion to your Majelly, and love to our coun- 
try, had gamed him the hearts of all your good fubjeds, and 
•will render his memory ever dear to jhem. 

^ We humbly befccch your Majefty to moderate the grief, fo 
juftly due on ihis fad occafion, fince it cannot be indub^cd 
without endangering the health of your royal perfon, on whofe 
fafety the happmefs of Great Britain, and tlie liberties of Eu- 
rope, do, under God, depend. 

Your faithful Commons think ihcmfclves obliged (more par- 
ticularly at this time) to allure your Majefty of their inviola- 
ble fidelity to your perfon and government, and of their firm 
xefolution efFeftually to ftj^pporl your Majelly againft all your 
enemies, both at home and abroad. 


Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majclly’s moft dutiful and loyal fubje^s, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aifcmbled, 
beg leave to congratulate the glorious fucccflcs of this year, 
gamed by the arms of your Majefty, and thofe of your allies. 

The great and fingular advantages that have been fo wonder- 
fully obtained, fo vigoroufly profeciitcd and improved, and 
upon all occalions fo happily accomplilhed, are repeated in- 
Itances, that no difticuhics arc infuperablc to your grc:ii com- 
manders, and no force of the enemy able to obftrudl; the pro- 
grefs of y»ur vidlorious arms ; which gives us good grounds to 
nope for further luccefs before the conclulion of this Ion':: and 
aaivc campaign. ^ 

' Your Majefty’s good fiibjeas, through the w bole coiirfe of 
this war, have moft cheerfully gi anted the neceftary lupplies 
for fupporting carrying it on wiih vigour, and have feeu fuch 
good fruits of their former zeal, that your Majefty may be af- 

A wanting in their duty to your 

Majefty, or tlie intereft of thofe they reprefent ; but are deter- 
mined to give fuch fnpplies as, by ''ihc blcfting of God, may 
be moft cffcdual for reducing the power of the common eiic- 
iny, and forcing him to ,:cce[i ftici. a peace ::s }our Majefty, 

in 
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in conjunftion with your lilies, lhall think honourable and 
lading. 

The union is fo great a glory to your Tvlajefty, and advap* 
tage to all your people, that vve lhall do every thing, on oiir 
part, to drenglhcn and improve it ; but, above all, it fliall be 
our utmod care to defend your Majedy’s facred perfon, to fup- 
port your undoubted title to the crown, to difa,- point the hopes 
and deligns of the Pretender, and all his open and fecret abet- 
tors, and to maintain the protedant fuccclfiun, as by law eda- 
bliihed. 

of her MiijiJ}/ s ^ti/zvcr^ November 1708, 

T HAI' die thanks you very kindly for tliis addrefs ; and that 
the concern which the Houfe has cxprcirccl fer her afflic- 
tion, is very acceptable to her Majedy. 


Addrefs by both Hoifes to the Slttceyj^m Dcccmbrr 23, 1708. 

T^E, your Majedy’s mod dulififl and loyal fubjefts, the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons, in Parlia- 
ment adcmbled, do mod humbly congratulate your Majefty 
upon the redudion of Client, the lad great elFort of this glo- 
rious year \ a year, tliat will be ever famous in hidorjr, as 
well for the entire c.irappoinlmciu of all the attempts and 
hopes of your enemies, as for the many wonderful fuccefles 
with which God has bledcd the arms of your Majedy, and your 
allies. Tlie unufual length of the campaign, the variety of 
events, and the difficulty and importance of the adions, have 
given many opportunities to your Majedy’s general, the Duke 
of Marlborough, to (hew his confummate ability, and all the 
great qualities necelFary for fo high a irud \ whereby, in con- 
jiindion with tlie renowned Prince Eugene of Savoy, fuchcon- 
liderable progrefs has been made, and your conquefts fo far 
advanced, that we have reafon to hope the enemy, in fpite of 
all their prefiimption, will foon find themfelvcs under an abfo- 
lute neceffity of fubmitting to a lute and honourable peace* 


Her Majrffs Anfwery fanuary lO, 1 709. 

.T GIVE you many thanks for your addrefs ; and am extremely 
fenfible of the loyalty and affldion of both Houfes of Par- 
liament, upon all occafions. 


3 


Addrefi^ 
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jtcfJreJs to her MajeJiy hy the Houfe. of Commons, January 27, 

1709. 

Moll gracious Sovereign^ 

your Majefty’s moft loyal and dutiful fiibje£ls, the 
Common^^* in Parliament aflembicd, being truly and 
deeply fcnliblc of the mai:y and great blelRngs we have enjoy- 
ed during the whole courfe of your Majefty’s moft glorious 
reign, do moft humbly conceive, wx Ihoiild be nnexcufably 
wanting to’ ourfelves, and the whole kingdom, if we Ihould 
lleglcft to ufe our moft zealous enddhvours, that thofe bleflings 
may be derived down lo future ages ; and therefore, with hearts 
full of the moft praft'urul refped and duty to your royal pe/- 
fon, we moft humbly befccch your Majefty, gracioufly to coin- 
fider the univeifal defires, and moft humble fupplications, of 
your faithfui fobjeds, that your Majefty would not fo far in- 
dulge your jwi grief, as to decline the thoughts of a fccond 
marriage. ^ • 

This would i; ' an unfpcnkablc*joy to your people, who 
would u'tn i -cir moft ffirvent prayers to Almighty God, to 
blefs yoi'.i Majefly w'ith royal ilfue ; all of them concurring in 
this op.nini?, that no greater happinefs can be dcfired for your 
kingj.'oms, han that they, and their children, may long conti- 
nue under the gentle and gracious government of your Majefly, 
and your pofteiiiy. 


Her Majcjlfs Anfivcr, January 29, 1 709, 

■^HE frequent marks of duly and alFeflion to my perfon and 
government, which I receive from both Houles of Parlia- 
ment, mult needs be very very acceptable to me. 

The provifion I have made for the proteftant fucceflion, 
will always be a proof, how much I have at niy heart the fu- 
ture happinefs of the kingdom. 

'1 he fubjeft of this adcirefs is of fuch a nature, that, I am 
perfuaded, you do not exped a particular anfvver. 


yoint Addrefs to her Majefy by both Houfes, March 2, 1709. 

Moll gracious Sovereign, ^ 

"^ny^E, your Majefty ’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
Lords fpiritnal and temporal, and Commons, in Parlia- 
ment aflcmbled, confidcring the great expenfe of blood and 

treafure, 
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treafure, that your Majefty, and your allies have been at in 
profecuting this long’ war, for fecuring the liberties of Europe, 
do moft humbly bclccch your Majefty, that, for preferving the 
repol’c and quiet of Europe, and preventing the ambitious de- 
ligns of France for the future, your Majclly would be plcafed 
TO fake care, at the conclufion of the war, to continue and 
cilablilli a good and ftrm friendlhip among all the allies \ and 
that the French King may be obliged to own your Majefty's 
title, and the proteftant fucceilion, as it is cftabliftied by the 
laws of Great Britain ; and that your allies be engaged to be- 
come guarantees of the faipc : 

And that your Majefty would take cftcdual methods, that 
the Pretender lhall be removed out of the French dominions, 
and not fuffered to return to diflurb your Majefty, your heirs 
or'^CIcceftbrs, in the proteftant line : 

And that, for the fecurity of your Majefly’s dominions, the 
prefervation of trade, and the general benefit of the allies, your 
Majefty will be gracioiilly plcafed that care may be taken, that 
the foriificaiions and harbour of Dunkirk may be dcmolllhcd , 
and deftfoyed, ^ 


. Her MajeJ]ys Anfwcr^ March 4, 1709. 

T AM of the fame opinion with my two Houfes of Parliament, 
^ ill the fcveral particulars of this addrefs, as I have alfo been 
in all the other, which they have made upon the fame fubjeft, ' 
1 alFure you, no care (hall be wauling on my part, to attain 
the end they have dcfired. 


Her Majejiys mojl gracious Speech, November 15, 1709. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is a great fatisfaflion to me, that I am able to give you 
^ fo good an account of the progrefs of the war fincethc lall 
feflion of Parliament. 

In the beginning of this year our enemies made ufe of all 
their aitificcs to amufc us with falfe appearances, and deceitful 
infinuations, of their defire of peace, in hopes, that from 
thence means might be found to create fome divifions or jealou- 
lies among the allies ; but they Were entirely difappointed in 
their expeflation, and fuch meafures wxre taken upon that oc- 
rcafion, as made it impofliblc for them long to difguife their 
infinccrily. The operations of the war were not delayed ; and 
the campaign, which, noiw^ithftanding the backwardnefs of 
VoL. 1. F f the 
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the feafon, immediately followed, has been at leaft as glorious 
tor the allies, as any of thofe which have preceded it. 

Cod Almighty has been plcafed to blefs us with a moft re* 
markable viftory, and with fuch other great and important fuc- 
celfes, both before and after it, that France is thereby become 
much more expofed and open to the impreffion of our arms, 
and confeqiicntly more in need of a peace, than it was at the 
beginning of this campaign. 

However, the war liill continuing, I find myfelf obliged 
again to defire you, Gentlemen of the Hoiifc of Commons, 
to grant me fuch fiipplies as you (hall judge neccHary, for the 
aflifling our allies in all parts, and the vigorous profccution of 
OUT advantages ; that we may put the lalt hand to this great 
work of reducing that exorbitant and opprcHivc power, which 
has fo long threatened the liberties of Europe. 

I afltire you, that all you give fliall be carefully applied to 
the ufes of tl\e war, if it continues, or to IciVening of the debts 
i^has neceffarily occafioncd, in cafe of a peace ; which though 
the many wants and dfllreffes of gur enemies may naturally 
lead us to expeft, yet, our own late experience may fully con- 
vince us, is not to be depended upon any other way, than by 
being in a condition to compel them to fuch terms as may be 
fafe and honourable for all the allies. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I think it proper to lake notice to you, that the great dearth 
and fcaicity, under whicli our neighbours abroad have fulFeixd 
this year, begins to affect us, in fomc meafiirc, at home, by 
the temptation of profit in carrying out loo much of our corn, 
wliilc it bears io high a price in foreign parts. 

This occafions many complaints from the poor ; for whofe 
fake I carnettly rccouimcnd to you to take this growing evil 
into your confideration, having not uegle6lcd any thing on my 
part towards the remedying of it that the law would allow. 

I cannot conclude, \vi;hout obferving to you, of what great 
advantage it will be at iliis time to the end we all propofe to 
ourfelves, that the greateft difpalch be given to the neceilary 
preparations fur carrying on the war. 


Addrefs to her Alajejiy by the Houfe of Commons ^ Nov* 1 6, 1 709. 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

in^E, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alFembled, 
beg Icftve to return our molt hundble thanks to your Majefty 

for 
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for yournioft gracious fpeech from the throne ; and to congra-i 
tulate your MajcUy upon the continued fucceflcs of the laft 
.campaign, particularly the viflory obtained near Mons by the 
troops of your Majcjty, and thofe of your allies, under the 
copimand of the Duke of Marlborough. 

A victory fo remarkable in all its circiimftances, as muft 
convince your enemies, liiat the courage and refolution of your 
troops, condufted by fo great a general, are fuperior to the 
greateft difficulties. 

And your Majedy may be affijred, that, fince the public 
credit has been fo well fup^orted, fincc your councils have been 
fo Iteady, and your allies fo firm^ that no French artifices 
could create jealoufics or divifions ‘amongd them ; and, Cnee 
yojyy; nr ms have been fo powerful, that no entrenchments or 
fortifications could vvithltand them ; we, your faithful Com- 
iiioiis, under fuch encouragements, in duly to your Majedy, 
and tliofc vve reprefent, will, by fpeedy and effe^iial fupplies, 
enahic your Majedy to difpatch the neceflary preparations for 
carrying on the wai in fuch a manner, •as lhall, by the bleffing 
of God, olrdige the common enemy accept a peace upon fuch 
terms, as lhall be a lading fecurity to your Majelty, and your 
allies. 


Her MajeJiy ^ Afifwcvy liovember 1*7 09* 

T RETURN you my hearty thanks for your addrofs, and the 
^ aHurances you give me, of providing fpeedy and crieclual 
fupplies for carryiiig on the war ; which, 1 perfuade myfelf, 
will have a very good cffe£l, for ihc advantage of the whole 
confederacy. 


Addrefs hy the Houfe of Commons^ Feb. 16, 17 10. 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

your Majedy’s mod dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
^ ^ Commons, in Parliament adcmbled, having reafoii to 
believe, that the negociations of peace will fuddenly be renew,- 
cd in Holland ; and being judly apprehenfive of the crafty and 
infinuating defigns of our enemies, to create divifions among , 
your allies, or, by amufing them with deceitful expeftations of ^ 
peace, to retard their preparation for war, do think ourfelves 
bound in duty mod humbly ,to reprefent to your Majedy, of 
how great importance we conceive it is to the intereft of the 
common caufe, that the Duke of Marlborough fljould be 
at road at this critical juncture. 

Wc 
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Wc cannot but take this opport nity to cxprrl^ our fen fc of 
the great and unparalleled ferviccs of the* Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, and, with all imaginable duty, to applaud your Majcf- 
fy’s great wifdom, in having honoured the fame perfon with the 
great charafters of General and Plcnipolcnliaiy, who, in our 
luimblc opinion, is moll capable of difchaiging two fuch iili- 
portant trufts. 

We therefore make it our humble requeft to yonr_Majcny, 
that you would be plcafed to order the Duke of Marlborough’s 
immediate departure for Holland, w here his prefciice will be 
equally nccclfary to alfi/l at the ncgociations oi ])eacc, and to 
hallcn the preparations for an early campaign \ w hich will mod 
ctTcdually difappoint the artifices of our enemies, and procure 
k fafe and honourable peace for your Majelty, and your allies. 


Her MajeJly^s Anfwtry February 0 . 0 ^ 171O. 

.My Lords znd Gentlemen, 

■f AM fofenfible of the'heccffity of the Duke of Marlhoroiigirs 

prefence in Holland at this critical jundlure, that I have al- 
ready given the necelfary diredions for his immediate depar- 
ture ^ and I am very glad to find, by this addrefi, that you 
concur with me in a juii fenfe of the Duke of Marlborough's 
eminent ferviccs. 

Her ^iajcjly's mcfl ^racicHs Sptceky Nov. 29, I710. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE, by calling this Parliament, made appear the confi- 
^ d.cnce I place in the duty and ufiedion ot my fubjeds ; and 
I meet you here wiih the greatcil fiiiisfadion, having no reafori 
to doubt, hiu that I liniil finxl fuch returns as wdll add new lifie 
to our 1 fiends, and ciuiiely difappoint the hopes of our ene- 
mies. 

'I'o this end 1 findl recommend to you what is abfolutely 
necelfary for our common fafety. 

•'Phe carrying on the war in all its parts, but particularly in 
Spain, with the utmoft vigour, is the likcliell means, with 
God’s blcfliitg, to procure a fafe and honourable peace for us, 
and all our allies, whofc fuppori and intcrcil 1 have truly at 
i^art. 

For this purpofe I muft a(k from you, Gentlemen of the 
Houfe of Commons, the ncceflary fupplies for the next year’s 
fervice ^ and let me put you in mind, that nothing will add f^ 
much to their efficacy, as unanimity and difpatch. 


1 cannot 
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I cannot, without great concern, mention to you, that the 
navy and other offices are biirthened v/iih heavy debts, which 
. fo far affe£t the public fcrvicc, that I moft earneftly delire you 
to find fomc way to anfwcr thofc demands, and to prevent the 
lil^e for the time to come ; the juftice of Parliament, in fatis- 
fymg former engagements, being the certain w'ay of preferving 
and cftablilhiiig national credit. 

I au'. fcnlibly touched with what my people fuffer by this long 
and expenlive war, to which when it will pleafe God to put an 
end, the floui ifliing condilion of my fubjedls (hall be as much 
iny care, as their fafety Isiat prefent. 

My l.ords and Gentlemen, 

The eyes both of friends and enemies are upon you ; the 
\?a)r to give fpiril to the one, and to defeat the rcfllcfs malice 
of the other, is to proceed in fuch a manner as becomes a 
Britiih Parliament. 

I fhall in the plaineft words tell you my intentions ; and I 
do this with the greater fatisfadion, bccaufe I depend upon 
their being agreeable to you. ^ 

I am rcfolvcd to fupport and encourage the church of Eng- 
l ind, as by law eftnblilhed ; 

To preferve the Britiih conftitution according to the Union ; 

And to maintain the indulgence by law allowed to fcrupulous 
confcienccs. 

And, that all thefe may be tranfmitted to poftcrity, I lhall 
employ none but fuch as arc heartily for the protellant fuccef- 
lion in the houfe of Hanover ; the interclt of which family no 
perfon can be more truly concerned for than myfclf. 

Thefe are my refolulions ; and your concurrence with me, 
in a fteady purfuit of them, will belt manifell your zeal for our 
religion, for the intcrelt of our country, for your own fafety, 
and for my honour. 


Addrejs by the Houfe Commons ^ O^Iobcr 22, 1696. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfenibled, 
do joyfully appear before your Majcfty, to return our moft 
linmble thanks for your moft gracious fpccch from the throne. 
We bring the thanks of your whole people, whom your Ma-# 
jefty has made happy by that confidence you have been pleafed 
to place in tlieir duty and affeftion ; and we bring our moft fo- 
leinn affiirances, that we will make all fuch returns, as /hall 
F f 3 convince 
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Convince your Majefty that your clnfidencc has not been mif- 
placed. 

We are fatisfied we lie under all pollible obligations, both 
from our duly to your Majefty, and the caic we ov\e to our' 
country, cfFeftually and fpeedily to grant the ncccirai*} fupplies 
for a vigorous profecution of the war in all its pa-'ts, and cij5c- 
cially in Spain. This we fhali lludy to do in I'ucli a manner 
as may beft anfwer the public fcrvice, and be luoit ejly to 
thofe we reprefent ; and the fame we fliall continue to dr.^ till 
fuch a peace may be obtained, as your Majclty, in y^vir i<')al 
wlfdom, lhall jvidge to be fafeand honourable for youi lubje^isj 
and all your allies. 

We have no reafon to doubt of your Majefty’s rare : -ery 
thing that concerns the interell and welfare of your j- ' .1 hut 
we think ourfelvcs obliged, in jnllice to our fell ,, 
and in order to make them bear with greater checrl the 

burthens W'c fliull fi.ul necelTary to lay upon them, riu'it ' • ■ .bly 
to befeech yoffr Majclhs that you will plcafe to conliuuw vour 
powerful influences wi^Ji all your allies, that they may exert 
themfelvcs in the common caufc With refolutions equal, and 
aids proportionable, to our's. 

The burthen of thofe heavy debts, which prefTes your people 
with fo fen Able a weight, is in fume mcafure alleviated by 
your princely compaflion. We ih.dl endeavour to trace the 
lourcc of this great evil, and to apply a remcfly fnitable to it. 
The honour and jidlicc of I'aii'uuncnt Ihtill by us be inviolably 
maintained, and all other meafures piufued, by which the 
public credit may be preferved and cltabliflied. 
j Your faithful Common*? arc truly fenliMc of your Majeily’s 
wifdom and goodnefs in thofe refolutions, wlucli vou .i dc^ 
dared ; and do molt heaviily concur in all wdiich you have been 
pleafcd to recommend to them. 

We returu your Majeity our mofl humble thanks for the 
firm alliiranccs you ha\c given, both by your w'ords. and by 
your adtioiis, of fupporting and encouraging the church of 
England, as by law cliubliihcd. 

As we are true fons of that church, wc cannot but be ten- 
derly concerned for its profperity, and for its honour ; and are, 
by affeftion and p/inciplc, inclined to fecure itsdodlrine, difei- 
jpline, and wmrfhip. 

As we are fellow chriftians and fellow fubjeds with thofe 
proteftant diffenters, who arc fo unhappy to enlertain fcruples 
ttgainft conformity with our church, w'e aiv detirous, ai.u de- 
termined to let them quietly enjoy iliat indulgence which the 
hath allowed them* 


As 
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As we are Britons, it il our jcommon ifitereft, and (hall be 
our joint endeavour, to preferve that union between the parts of 
Great Britain, on which the fafety of the whole depends. 

As we are lovers of our excellent conilituiion, both in church 
and (late, and folicitous that our policri^y may be as happy in 
atl future ages, as we hope long to coniinup under your IVIajef- 
ty*s moft aufpicious reign, we fliall always fteadily adhere to 
the proteftant fucceffion in the houfe of Hanov* r, and be 
moft watchful to prevent any danger which may tin eaten that 
fettlement, fo necelFary for the prefervalion of our religion, 
laws, and liberties. 

Thefe are ends truly w'orlhy your Majcfty*s purfuit : and we 
do, with all-hfimility, reprefent to your Majelly, that the moft 
eftcclual way to give fpirit to your friends, and defeat the reft- 
malice of your enemies, will be, by difcoiintcnancing all 
perfons of fuch principles, and avoiding all mcafures of fuch 
tendency, as may weaken your Majefty’s title and government, 
the fettlement of the crown in the illultrious h^pfe of Hanover, 
and advance the hopes of the Pretender, and all other princi- 
ples, and meafurcs, that have lately threatened your royal 
crown and dignity, and which, whenever they prevail, will 
prove fatal to our own conftiiution, both in church and date. 


Her Majejiys jinfwcr^ December 2 ^ 17 lO. 
Gentlemen, 

T AM extremely well plcafcd with your addrefs ; and I fully 
depend upon the afti> ranees you give me, of concurring in 
all the particulars 1 have recommendeJ 10 

You may depend upon my care to encourage thofe whofe 
principles arc agreeable to our conftiiution in church and 
ftate. 


from her Aiujefly^ January 17 u. 

Anne R. 

TTER Majefty having received notice that there has been an 
a£lion in Spain, very much to the difad'/antage of King 
Charles’s affairs \ which having fallen particularly on the Britilh 
forces, the Qiieen immediately gave djre&ions tor fending and 
procuring troops to repair this iofs. 

Her Majefty acquaints this H* pfe with this intelligence, | 
and likewife with her orders given tlicre upon, noj. doubting but 
the Parliament will approve thereof, and concur in their affift- 
aiicc for remedying fo great a misfortune, 

F f 4 Mdrefs 
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Addrcjs hy the houfe of Commons^ fanuary 3, 1 7 1 1 . 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fiibjcil5,the Com- 
mons of Great Biitain, in Parliament alFembled, do re- 
turn your Majcfty our humble thanks for your rnoft gracidus 
melfage \ wherein your Majclty has been plcafed to communi- 
cate to us the intelligences you have received of an aftion in 
Spain, very much to the difadvantage of King Charles’s affairs, 
and the diredions your Majcfty has given for fending and pro- 
curing troops to repair this lofs. 

Wc beg leave to allure your Majefty, that this difadvantage 
will not difeourage us from uling our iiimoft endcuvoiirs to en- 
able your Majcfty to carry on the juft and necelVary war, in 
w'hich you arc engaged, (or preferving the liberties of Europt?^, 
but, alter the many undoubted inllances we have received of 
your Majefty ’s great cate and wildom, being pertcftly fatisficd 
in the one, aiukentirely depending on the other, wc are rcfolved 
cfteftually to fupport yo;ir Majefty in the profecution of thole 
mcafures that your Majciiy (ball 011 this occafion think proper 
for retrieving the lofs in Sf>ain, 


Her Aldjijifs Anfzvcr^ January 1711, 
Gentlemen, 

T THANK you very kindly for the entire confidence which 
you place in me \ and will endeavour to make the beft life I 
can of it, for the public advantage. 


Joint Addi efs to the ^tccHy March 9, 1 7 II • 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

Wl-^; your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjc£ls, the 
Lords fpiritua) and temporal, and Commons of (ireat 
Britain, in Parliament aircmbled, have, to our great concern, 
been informed of a mofl barbarous and villainous attempt made 
upon |hc perfon of Robert Harley, Efquire, Chancellor of your 
Majefty’s exchequer, by the Marquis dc Guifeard, a French 
papift, before the time when he was upder examination 
for Ircafonable praflices, at a committee of your Majefty’s 
council. We cannot but be moft deeply affedted to find 
•fu^ an inftance of inveterate malice againft one, employed in 
ymr Majefty’s council, and fo near your royal perfon ; and we 
bayc reafon to believe, tltat his fidelity to your Majefty, and 
^eal for youf fervice, have drawm upon him the hatred of all 
. tlte 
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the abettors of popery and taftion. We think it our duty, 
upon this occaCon, to afllire your Majefty, that wc will effec- 
tually ftand by and defend your Majefly, and thofc who have 
the honour to be employed in your fervicc, againil all public 
and fecret attempts of your enemies ; and we molt humbly be- 
fccch your Majelty that you will be plcafcd to take all polliblc 
care of your facred perfon, on vvhofc life the welfare and hap- 
pinefs of your people, as well as the liberties of Europe, en- 
tirely depend, 

And A\cdo, in all humility, reprefent to your Majefty, that 
one effedtual means, condivcing to the fafety of your Majefly’s 
royal perfon, wjjl be, to give fuch directions as in your great 
wifclom fhallTcem moft proper, for caniing papifls to be re- 
inovedW'rom the cities of London and Wcltminller. 


Her MajeJi^s Answer y March 14 , 17 JI. 

My Lords and (jcrillemen, , 

T TAKE this addrefs vcry'kindly from you, on the occafion of 
that barbarous attempt on Mr. flnrlcy, whofe zeal and fide- 
lity ill my fervicc mult appear yet more eminently, by that 
horrid endeavour to take away his life, for no other reafon that 
appears, but his known oppoliiion to popery and faCtion. 
Your w'arm concern for the fafety of my perfon, and the defence 
of thofc employed in my fervicc, is very grateful to me ; and I 
fliall always continue my care for the welfare and happlnefs of 
my people, by ufmg all means that may moft clfeClually conduce 
to thofe ends, and particularly by giving the proper directions 
for removing papills from the cities of London and Weftmin- 
fter, according to your defirc. 

J think it would be reafonable to make a law, to punilh with 
death fuch villainous attempts on the lives of magiftrates, in the 
lawful execution of their office, though, by God’s providence, 
the mifehiefs defigiied do not take cffeCL 


Addrefs ly the Houfe of Commonsy April 2, lyil, 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moit dutiful and loyal fubjeCts, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfembled, 
vhavc, with the utmoft fatisfaCtion, received your Majefty ’s 
gracious melTage, recommending to us the great and neceffary 
work of building new churches in and about the cities of London 
and Weftminfter, 


We 



, ( 44 ) 

We are fcnfible how much the krant of them hath contributed 
to the incrcafeof fehifm and irreligion, and fhall not fail there- 
fore to do our parts towards fupplying that defc£l, being entirely 
dii'pofcd to promote every thing that is for the interell of the 
eftablilhcd cluirch, a. d the lif«iour of yourMajefty’s reign. 

Neither the long expenfive war in which we arc engaged, 
Itor the pre; ‘lire ot h. av) debts under which we labour, Ihall 
.hinder us trom granting to your Majjlty whatever is nccclfjry 
to accomplifli focxceiLnr a dclign, which wx* hope may be a 
means ot drawing down blcllings trom Heaven on all your Ma- 
jefty’s other undertaking"', as it a^lds to the mi’^'ibcr of thofe 
places where the prayers of your devout and taitl;iul fubje£ls 
■will be daily olfercd up to God for the profpeni_y oi your Ma- 
jelty’s government at home, and the fnccefs of yciir arms 
abroad. 


Her ATojfJi) s Anfiver^ Jpr il lo, 171 1. 

Gentlemen, * ^ • 

^ OUR addrefs is extremely acceptable to me, as it is a proof 
** of your zeal for the intcrell of the eflablilhed church, and 
for the advancement of religion. 

I will take care, that wliat you grant, (hall, in the moft 
fpeedy and effV dnal manner, be iippli^d to the good purpofe tor 
Tfvhic'a it is intended. 


ATifjage from her MSjijUj yfpi il 20 ^ 171 1. 

Avnr R. 

TIER Majefty is pleaftd to acquaint this Houfe with the ill 
news ftic haiii ruw ived of the Emperor’s death : and being 
f' urhie of the confequtncc this great lofs may be to the allies, 
how diiheartcned fomc of them may be on the one hand, and 
diligent France v.iil be on the other, to improve every 
accident to their own advantage, h»er Majc'.'iy is deliroiis to let 
you know', tiiat immediutely on the firlincvvM'd the late Empe- 
ror’s ficknefs, fhc canic to a icf.ilution to fupport the iutcrelt of 
the houfe Aufiria in this conjuniSture, and to ufc her utmoll 
endeavours to gel the Kinj of Spain made Emperor, in which 
the Sf! arts General have iiuewife concurred wiih her Majelly ; 
and, fince that, lur Majeuy hath taken the moft proper means 
tu engagj all thofe (w'ho have a (hare in this election, and are 
^^n the iatcreftof the common caufe) iq join with her in bring- 
ing 
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ingthis great work to a gooc» ifliie : and flietiath an entire con- 
fidence in the aiFedlion and duty of her Parliament, that, with 
their afliftance, under the protedion and bleiling of Almighty 
God, Ihe (hall be enabled to make a happy conclulion of this 
war in a fafe and honourable peace. 

The feafon of the year, and the length of time that hath paft 
fincc your meeting, will make you ail wi(h, that you may beat 
liberty to attend the public, as well as your own private atfairs, 
throughout the kingdom ; and therefore her Majelly docs re- 
commend to you, fo to haften your confultatsons about all the 
public concerns, that her Majcily may put a fpcedy end to this 
iellioji. 


« to her MajcJ}y by both HoufeSy April 20, lyilt 


Moft gracious Sovereign, 

XITE, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal^.fubjeds, the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons of Great 
Britain, in Parliament aiTembled, beg leave to return your Ma- 
jeliy our humble thanks for your Maj^.‘fty's moft gracious mef- 
fage. We are truly feiifiblc of the great lofs the alliance has 
fuliainea in the death of the Emperor, and do with all duty ac- 
knowledge the early and wife care your Majctty has been pleafed 
to take to prevent the ill confequenccs thereof, by rcfolving to 
fupport the intcrefts of the houfc of Auftria, and endeavouring 
to promote the eledion of the King of Spain to the empire. 

Your Majerty may fafely place an entire confidence in our 
duty and affedion, and may relt aiTured that wc cannot be dif- 
couraged by this or any other misfortune, from fupporting 
yo’u Majeity in all the meafiires which your Majcfty, in your 
great wildom, (hall judge proper, to bring tKe w^ar to a happy 
conclufion, by a fafe and honourable peace. 

AjhJ being truly convinced, liow nccelfary it is to give, all 
poftible difpatch to the public biifincfs, we will life our iitmof^ 
diligence in every part of it, depending before us, that your 
Majcfty may have the fatisfadion of putting a f^eedy end to 
this feilion. v 


Her Majejly 5 Anfwefy April 21, 1711# 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T THANK you very heartily for this addrefs. It is of great 
importance, that the world (Iiould know, that both Houfes 
of Parliament do fo unanimoufly approve the meafures 1 have 

taken 
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taken on this occafion of the Emperor’s death, which will very 
much encourage our allies to continue united in the common 
caule. 


Rcprefcntation by the IIr,ufc of Commons to her MajeJly^ « 
JVlay 2 I , I 7 1 I . 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

your Majf Ay’s moA dmiful and loyal fuhjeils, the 
Commons of (h' ir Bn .lin, in Parliament alfembled, 
have, with the utmoll /.cal and nnanimi’v, applied ourfelvcs to 
the difpatch of thofe great and iinporianf alr^iirs, which your 
MajcAy was plcaf c! to recommend to us from the ‘throne ; and 
we humbly hope tiiit have, in every rcfpCcl, ah!^'red 
your MajeAy’s cxpjdlations in ^ailing this Parlia.rcnt. ' 

In making Aiilablc prfniAon for the public fervicc, we have 
tnct with great dillicultics from the anlicipaiion of funds, and 
the large Aims wdth which the public revenues Aand charged 
for long terms of year** to come : however, we have not been 
difcou raged, but have, \\iili gieatcr diligence, carried on our 
endeavours to raife fuch fupplies, ns, w'c truA, will be cfFcdliial, 
not only tor the fervice ol the prefent year, but alfo for the 
difeharge of the heavy debts fo long and fo jiiAly complained 
of ; and, as the abfoliiic neccihty of carrying on the war, and 
our refolutions to fuppori the public credit, and maintain the 
honour and juAice of Parliament, have obliged us to increafe 
the burthen ol taxes upon our fellow fiibjccls, fo wc arc per- 
fnaded, that the fame reafons will induce them to pay thofe 
taxes with checrfuIneA and fjtisfaclion. 

At the fame time, wc have tlmiiglit it another part of our 
duty to inquire into the caiifes of the heavy debts wc laboured 
under, and to trace tite iource of that great evil, as what, wc. 
thought, W'oidd in fome de:;rce faiisfy the minds of your peo- 
ple, and prevent the like mifcliicf for the future. 

This was a promife and an aliiiraiu:e which w'c prefumed to 
give your MajcAy at the beginning of this fcAion ; and now, 
at the concliilion of it, we beg leave lo lay before your Ma- 
jcAy the reAilt of our inquirie**, which, wc hope, your MajcAy 
will not judge to be nnwM:)rthy of your royal conruleration. 

In examining into the Aate of the war, and looking back 
from the beginning of it, wc find, that in feveral years the 
fervice has been enlarged, and the charge of it incrcafed, be- 
yond the bounds preferibed, and the annual fupplies granted by 
Parliament. To this new and illegal prailicc w'e mu A, in 
great tneafure, afcrioc the life and growth of the heavy debts 
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that lie upon the nation ; nor* does the coiifequcnce of it end 
there i for we mull alfo reprefent it to your Majcfty, as a dan- 
gerous invafion of the rights of Parliament. The Commons 
miift ever alTerl it as their foie and undoubted privilege to grant 
money, and to adjuft and limit the proportions of it ; and, 
when your Majefly has recommended to them to confuler of 
fupplies, and they have deliberated upon the fcveral eftimates 
for the annual fer\iccs, and conlidered, and determined, what 
the nation is able to bear, their proceedings would be very vain 
nnd incffcdlual, if, after the refpeftive fums are dated and 
granted, thofe ihrough whefe hands the diipofition of them 
'pafles arc allovv^, in any meafurc, to alter and enlarge them. 

This is aiT’attcmpt which very Iktlc differs from levying 
moneyjiuthout confent of Parliament, as will appear to your 
ffom this one confideration, that a charge of that 
hind, once incurred, and laid as a debt upon the navy, or any 
other public office, is fo far binding upon Parliament, that, 
how little foever they approve of the means by which it was 
contrafled, yet, the public cj-edit being pawned, the Commons 
cannot, without the ruin of that, refi\/‘c to provide for it. 

This alfo has been an occafion, %vhy great fums of unap- 
propriated money, arifing from the cxceedings and furpliifages 
of fomc of the funds, granted by Parliament, have not been 
'applied as they ought to liuvc been, in aid of the deficiencies 
of other funds: had this juil care been obferved, the debts of 
the nation could not have increafed to fo exorbitant an height •- 
but other ufes were found out, fuch as were neither voted, nor 
addrclfcd for by Parliament ; which, therefore, we adjudge to 
have been a inifapplication of public money. 

\Vith regard to the- debts of the navy, we find, that one 
great difeouragement and burthen which that part of the fer- 
\ice has lain under, has been from a liberty that has been ufed, 
of diverting fcvcial fums ilfucd to tliat fervice, and transfer- 
jing them to other purpofes for wdiich they were not intended; 
particularly, that the fum of 606,806/. 75. yrf. belonging 10 
the navy, lias been paid for provilion fuppUed to land forces 
font to Spain and Portugal, and for the garrifon of Gibraltar, 
for which no dedudions have been made from the pay of thofis 
forces, nor any part of that fum re-affigned to the viflualling, 
notwithftanding the feveral a£ls of Parliament provided, and 
the many letters and reprefentations made to the treafury in 
that behalf. This iinjuftifiable proceeding has been a dif- 
eouragement to the feamen, occafioned the paying extravagant 
rates upon contrails, and has very much contributed to fink 
tlic credit of the navy. 


T« 
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To this we mud add the many notorious embezzlements, 
and fcandalous abufes, which appear to have been praftifed, as 
well in the management of your Majefty’s brewhoufe, as in 
the contraSs for furnifhiiig the navy with beer. Wc have 
already prefnmed to addrefs your Majcfty, that feveral perfons, 
whom we difeovered to have been guilty of Ihofc frauds, fliould 
)be profccuted at law for thofc offences \ and we entirely rely 
upon your Majefty’s moft gracious aflhrance, that thofe pro- 
fccutioiis ftiall be cffcdually carried on ; but wc muft alfo 
(upon this occafionj beg leave farther to reprefent to your Ma- 
jefty, that the conimii'lioncrs appoirit/ed to take care of the vic- 
tualling yo^'r Majefty’s navy, have been guilty .9/ great negli- 
gence and rcinifriiefs in their duty : for the inftniStio.'js which 
go along with that commiflion, are fo well adapted to tiW pre- 
venting thofc very abufes which have been committtci, that 
nothing but a notorious mifmaiiagcment in that ofticc, and an 
inexcufahle Pfglcft in piirfuing thofe inftruftions, could have 
given way to the great lofs the public has fiiftairicd in that part 
of the fervice. 

'rhe evil effcfls of this mifmanagcmenl in public offices, 
and mifapplication of parliamentary fupplies, have been in- 
creafed by the very methods of bringing in the public money : 
for it has appeared to us, that the receivers of the land tax, 
and of the other revenues, have not been called upon to pay 
in the money they had received, in due time, as the law re- 
quires. Such has been the extreme rcmiflnefs, and unaccount- 
able indulgence of thofc whofe duty it was to oblige theft* re- 
ceivers to due and’ piinvftual payments, that on the 8th day of 
December, 1710, there was an arrear of the feveral land tuxes 
for five year's, ending the 24ih of March, 1709, amounting 
to the fum of 272,596/. 8 j. 8</. fome part of w'hich was p^iid 
into the excliequer, after the Commons iiad ordered an inquiry 
into that matter ; lb that the fum ilanding out at the begin- 
ning of April 1711, was 180,439/. Js, (){d. 

From thefe omi (lions, the public remains long under the 
load of intcreft, for want of that money which lies in the hands 
of receivers ; fo that the fupplies granted to your Majefty, 
however large or well proportioned to the occafions of the war, 
could never prove efFe( 51 ual to prevent the incumbrance of debts, 
whilft they were neither colleded nor difliurfed faithfully, ac- 
cording to the ends and methods defigncd by Parliament. 

Thus far have we proceeded in difeovering fome of thofe 
caufes, which have brought fo great a weight of debts upon the ’ 
nation ; and we might have made a much greater progrefs in 
our inquiries, if the accounts of the public money had been 

regularly 
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regularly paffed \ but, to our great furprife and concern, we ’ 
find, that they, who of late years have had the management of 
your Majefty’s treafury, and ought to have compelled the feve- 
ral accountants duly to pafs their refpeclive accounts, have been ' 
guil/y of fo notorious a breach of truft, and of fb high an 
injiiftice to the nation, that of the rrionies granted by Parlia- 
ment, and iffued for the public fervice to Chriftmas 1710, 
there remains unaccounted tor the fum of 35,302,107/. for a 
great part of which no accounts have fo much as been laid be- 
fore the auditors ^ and for the reft, though fome accounts have 
been brought in, yet they have not been profecuted by the ac- 
countants, andj^iilhed. This has made it iinpradicable for 
us to aryif^ at fo exad knowledge of the ftate of the nation, 
w^th sjpard to the public money, as we wifli, and might have 
expcittjd ; and your Majefty will pleafe to confider, in fuch an 
immenle fum unaccounted for, how many cmbez/demenis may 
be concealed, and how jullly it is to be fufpe^ed, that fo 
fcaiidalous a rcmilTnefs has been allowed with no other defign. 

We humbly befeecli yous Majefty, fliat you will give im- 
mediaie and efFcdlual direflions for the compelling the feveral 
impreft accountants fpecdily to pafs their accounts ; and, in 
the m^an time, we huiuBly hope your Majefty will approve the 
refolution of your Commons, that fuch of the accountants who 
have negleSed their duty in profecuting their accounts, ought 
no longer to be intriifted with the receiving the public money. 

We cannot omit taking notice to your Majefty of another 
extraordinary inftance in which the public money has been 
inifapplied, by bringing over the poor Palatines to inhabit and 
fettle thcmfelvcs in this kingdom. This was not only an ex- 
travagant and an uiireafunable cxpcnfe in itfelf, but many other 
ways Lineafy and grievous to your people ; for, as it was v’ftble, 
that fuch numbers of necemtous and ufelcfs foreigners muft 
unavoidably tend to the increafe and opprelllon of the poor of 
this kingdom, fo, being a mixture of people ot all n ligions, 
it was evident, how dangerous they might prove to the uiiict 
of our government, and th.e conftiiuiion of our cftanliftied 
church. Upon what encouragement and invitati/m they came 
ove r, we have not been able to difeover ; but we look upon it 
as certain, that the calling over fo many families, from a coun- 
try fo remote, could not be brought about without induftry and 
contrivance ; and thofe who were concerned in it feemed to 
have been confeious of the evil of their own deligns, by the 
fccrccy with which they purfued them. Your Majefty, in 
your great wifdom, will heft recoiled from whence this at- 
tempt and advice proceeded ; and we humbly reprefent it as 
1 our 
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our opinion, that the authors of it were enemies to your Ma- 
jefty ami your kingdom. 

We beg leave to offer to your Majefty's confideration but 
one thing more, which has alarmed your people with juft fears; 
the arbitrary attempt of iicw-modclling corporations, by iin- 
pofing a charter upon tlic borough of Bewdley ; a charter void 
and illegal, not being accepted by the corporation then in 
being ; tieftrudlivc of the conftitution of Parliament, in trans- 
ferring the rights of elcAors to others ; and, injurious to your 
Majelty’s fubjeils, in divefting tliem of their fianchifcs and 
freeholds, even after tliey had been ?dlirmed by judgments upon 
the rigorotis profeentions of quo zvaniuitos. 

Wc return your Majcfly our moil humble thamis uT^piitting 
a ftop to fo pernicious a precciicnt, by ordering the prop.£^r me- 
thods U) be taken for rc[>caliiig the faid cliiiitcr, and q' .-ting 
the borough iti the polRiiioi^ ot their ancient privileges. We 
are truly feiifible of your Majefty’s lender regard to tlte rights 
bf all your people; and we cannot, without indignation, reffecl 
upon the oppreilive defrgns of thoft evil counfeilors, who en- 
deavoured to ha\c hnui ju a bleniilli of this kind upon your 
Majefty’s inofl jull and gentle reign. 

From all tliefc e'Vil pradiccs, and worfc dciigns, of fomc 
perfons who had, by f.ijlc profeflions of love to their country, 
infinnated tlicmfclves into vonr royal fiuonr, irreparable mif- 
chief had accrued to the puhiu , had not yonr Majefty, in your 
great wifdom, feafon»!>Iy difeovored the taial tendency o( fucli 
meafuies; and, out of y«uii* lingular goodnefs to your people, 
removed from the adniinliiration of affairs ihofc who had fo ill 
anfwered the favoumhlc opinit^n yonr Majefty hud conceived 
of them, and, in fo niain iaitaiiccs, grofsly abiifcd tlic great 
triift repofed in them. Your people could, with greater pa- 
tience, have fuffered the manifold injuiies done to themfclvcs 
by tile frauds and depredations of fiioh evil minifters, had not 
the fame men proceeded to treat vour facred perfon with un- 
dutifulncfs and difregard ^ In.t, as the iniereits of your Ma- 
jefty and yonr people arc infcparable, and are, by your Majefty 
?ind your good fubjefl^, infcpar dily purfued, the wrongs which 
thefe men had doncj to. the public, drew upon them your royal 
difpleafurc ; and their irreverence towards yonr Majefty juftly 
expofed them to the indignation of your people. 

Your Majefty had, from the beginning of your- aufpicious 
l-eign, expreffed a true chriftian moderation, by promifes of 
lenity and proteftion to all your peaceable fubjcils, and of 
countenance and favour to thofc wlio flioiild molt recommend 
tlicmfclves by their zeal for the eftablifticd government in 
' churcb 
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church and (late ; but thefrf minifters framed to themfelvcs 
wild and imuaiTantable fchemes of balaucintj parties, and, 
ijnder a falfe pretence of temper and nioderr ion, djd really 
encQurage favStion, by difcounienancing and d^prcliing ptrfons 
zealoiiliy afll-tf^cd to yonr Majcfty, and lo the cluirch, and by 
extending their favour and patronage to men of licerniuus and 
impious principles, fucfi as fliake tlie very foundation of all 
government, and all religion. 

Out of our uiifeigp.cd zeal for your TuajeHy’s honour and 
fervicc, and our laitld’ul aiFeclion to the pnhlic good, wc cannot 
foibear, with all Inimiiity# j.rid carnefnicrs, to bcfeech your 
Majefty, that yon wouhl a vend, a‘. the grcatcfl: enemies to your 
royal di^^iTyJ’ and to your people's fafety, all perfons who f/iall 
endeavor to engage yon in liicii pernieions meafurcs; and that 
]^u N.tild cmplo}, in places <if authority aini liuil. Inch only 
as have'givcn good lellimonies or their duty to yonr IVLijelly, 
and of their att'edllon to tlx true inteicll ol your kingdom. 

Thefe are the humble defires of your faiihlifl C-aiimons, 
and th'vfe VC know to be ypur Majtfly^s gr^^cious i'Utnti.uis, 
]^ro:u your tender concern tor this chii;ch and naih)n, and 'roin 
what yr.ii laieiy li:i\’e done, and arc going on lo do, for the 
happlnefs and faiisl'aclion of your people, we promife oiTfelvcs 
a tavourable acceptance of this oi r ..pplication ; and from our 
duty 10 your Majelly, and our fidcli y to dur tndl, yonr Ma- 
jefly may confide in us, tliat vve will, upon all occalions, de- 
fend aihi fupport your Ma,en.y, and our happy coniUluiionj 
againll all enemies and oppofers wliatfoevcr. 


Her McijeJiy s Anfiver^ 7> 1 7 H • 

Gentlemen, 

^'HIS re pre fen ration gives me frefh alTurances of yoUr zeal 
for my fervicc, and for the true intcreft of your country. 
It contains many particulars : I w ill fake them all into rtiy 
ferious confidcration, and give the neceffary d recHions to redrefs 
the grievances you complain of. Be aflured, that your advice 
upon all occafions has the greateft weight with me. 


Her Majejlys moji gracious Speech y December 7, lyil. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE called you together as foon as the public affairs 
would permit : and I am glad, that I can now tell you, 
that, notwithftanding the arts of thofc who delight in war, both 
Vp^. I, G g place 
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place and time arc appointed for^opcning the treaty of a gene- 
ral peace. 

Our allies, efpecially the States General, whofe interefl I 
look upon as inieparable from my oA^n, have, by their ready 
concurrence, exprelfed their entire confidence in me ; and [ 
have no realbn to doubt, but that niy own fubjeds arc alfurtd 
of my particular care of them. 

My chief concern is, that the profefiant religion, and the 
laws and liberties of thefc nations, may be continued to you, 
by fecuring Jhe fuccelhon to the crown, as it is limited by Par- 
liament, to the houfe of Hanover. • 

I fliall endeavour, that, after a war which has coft fo much 
blood and treafurc, you may find your iutcrelt iiv trade and 
commerce improved and enlarged by a peace ; with arM other 
advantages which a tender arid afiecllonutc Sovereign pro- 
cure for a dutiful and loyal people. 

The princ^cs and dates which have been engaged w ith us in 
this war, being, by treaties, inlitled to have their feveral inU- 
refUfecured at a peace, I will notonly do mv iitmoft to pro- 
cure icvery one of th^m all rcafonablc falisfadion ; but 1 
fliall alfo unite w^ith tlicni, in the flricfceft engagements, for 
continuing the alliance, in order to render the general peace 
fccure and lading. 

The bed way to have this treaty effcdual, will be to make 
early provifion for the campaign : therefore, I mud afk of you. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, the nccelfary fupplics. 
for the next year’s war: and I do molt earnedly recommend 
to you to make fuch difpatch therein, as may convince our 
enemies, that, if wc cannot obtain a good peace, we are pre- 
pared to carry on the war with vigour. 

Whatever you give will be dill in your own power to ap- 
ply : and I doubt not, but in a little time after the opening of 
treaty, we fliall be able to judge of its event. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

As I have had your cheerful alTldance for the carrying on 
this long and chargvahle War, fo | adiire inyfclf, that no true 
protedanr, or gc oc! i■ubl^cl, will envy Britain, or me, the glory 
and fatistadion ot t ncliug the fame by a juit and honourable 
peace for us, and all our allies. 

• Such a pence will give ntvv life to our foreign trade ; and 
I fliall do my utniod to imprewe that happy opportunity to 
encourage our home mannfacliircs ; ivhich will tend to the 
eafmg of my fubjecls in that exccirne charge they now lie 
vndcT in maintaining the poor ; and to correit and redrefs fuch 

abufes 
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nbufes as may have crept into any part of the adminfftration 
during fo long a war. 

I cannot conclude without earncllly recommending to you 
all unanimity, and that you will carefully avoid every thing 
which may give occafion to the enemy to think us a people 
divided amonglt ourfclvcs ; and, confcqiiently, prevent otir 
obtaining that good peace, of which we have fiich reafonable 
hopes; and fo near a view. 

1 pray God direfl your confiiltations to this end, that, being 
delivered from the hardfhips of war, you may become a happy 
and a flourilhing people. 


UouJl of Commons to her MajcJlyy Dec. 8, 

MolT gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefly’s moft dutiful and loyal ^ubjefls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in JParliament alfcmblcd, 
beg leave to return our fincerc and hearty thanks for your Ma- 
jefty’s moft gracious fpeech from the thrtDiie ; wherein your Ma- 
jetty, by exprcttiiig your great care and concern, in fo particular 
a manner, for the protettant religion, which, above .all thingJ'j 
is moft dear to us ; for ihofe laws and liberties which make 
us peculiarly happy above other nations ; and for the fiicceflion 
of the houfe of Hanover, as limited by Parliament, upon 
which the future fecurity of our religion, laws, and liberties, 
depends ; has given us a frefh demonftration, that your Ma- 
jefty has nothing fo much at heart, as the fafely and happinefs 
of your people. 

Having an entire confidence in yotir Majefty’s wifdom and 
goodnefs, in your honour and jufticc to your allies, and in 
your particular care of your own fubjcfls, we cannot but exprefs 
our fatisfaftion in what your Majetty has been pleafed to de- 
clare, of the juft and honourable peace your Majclly has in 
viewt 

This was the end for which your Majetty entered into the 
war; and nothing can add more to the glory of your reign, 
than, after the many unparallelc*! fnccfcfl'es in the conrfe ol this 
war, to have your Majefty conclude it with the bleflingof, 
fuch a peace ; which, we cannot doubt, will be rendered k* 
cure and lading by your Majefty’s purfiiing the wife rcfolu- 
tion you have taken, of entering into the ftridlcft engagements 
for continuing the alliance to that end. 

And wc prefume to affure your Majefty, wc will take all 
poflible care to preferve that iinaniinify your Majefty has re- 
commended to us ; and ufe our iitmoft endeavours to difappointtt^^ 

G g a aa . 
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as well the arts and defigns of ^thofe who, for private views, 
may delight in war, as the hopes the enemies may have vainly 
entertarned of receiving advantage from an v divifion among us- 
We entirely concur \viih your Majclty, that the belt way to 
brin^ this treaty to good is to make an early pro\ Mlon 

for the next cam.paiim : for which purpofe, notwiihftaiitling 
the heavy burden^ which, during thij> long and cxp»;nfive war, 
your Majc(ty’s fubjecfls have undergone, wc wid, v. uh the 
greatefl; alacrity, grant fiirh effe<[lual and fpeedy Inpplier, as 
lhall enable your Majefty to carry on the war v/itli vigour ; 
and convince your cneinier, if the intended negociaiion? Ihould 
prove incfledtnal, that no amtifements nor aitc;irtpts vvhaifocver 
can alter our Mm and ftedfaft refoliition of fuj^pJr'-ting the 
bed ol fovereigns in carrying on fo jud a war, tilfyn faff 
lading, and honourable peace may be procured for yd^h Ma- 
jedy, and all your allies. 


Hi.r Mdjrjly s AnJ'VLur^ Dec. 1 1, 171 1. 

very dutiful addrefs is what I expefled from the 
zeal and loyrdty of fuCh an Hm^fe of Commons; 1 re- 
turn you iiiy hearty thanks for the conhderiie you have in me: 
I entirely rely upon your alfuranccs ; and you may depend 
upon my affedion, and care for your intcrclfs. 


MiJJage from her MajiJiy to the Houfe of Commons ^ January 

14, 1/12. 


Anne R. * 

tiEll Majedy fully determined to have been perfonally pre- 
fent in Parliament this day; but, being prevented by a 
fudden return of the gout, her Majedy, in liopcs Ihe may, by 
the blelTing of God, be able to fpeak to both her Houfes of 
Parliament on Thiirfilay next, dcfires this Houfe may forth- 
with adjourn iifelf to ThuifJay next, the fcvcnteenlh of this 
indant January. 


Meffage from her Majefly to the Houfe of Commons^ January 
17, 1712. 

Anne R. 

TJIER Majefty, not having yet recovered ftrength enough, 
fince .the return of the gout,, to be prefent this day in 
perfon i and being unwilling that the public bufinefs fhould 
* receive 
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receive any delay, thinks fit do communicate to this Houfe the 
fubitances of what ihe intended to have fpoke. 

At the opening ot this fclhon, hei Ma jelly acquainted her 
Parliament, that both time aiid place we^e appointed for the 
meeting of the pU nipotentiaiies of all the confederates, la 
treft with thofc ot the enemy concerning a general peace: and 
alfo exp relied the care v/liich Ihe intended to take of all her 
allies, and the lliic.l union in which the propofed to join with 
them,* in order to obtain a good peace, and to guarantee and 
fupp 'rt it when obtained. 

Her Majt'Ily can r.ow tejl you, that her plenipotentiaries arc 
arrived at Utrecht, and have begun, in purfuance of her in- 
ftru 61 ions^<^* 4 ' ' Cf)nctrt the moft proper ways of procuring a 
juft f^??!'a6lion to all in alliance with her, according to their 
treaties; and pariiculaily with relation to Spain and 
the wVft Indies. 

You may depend on her Majerty’s communicating to her 
Parliament the lerrtis of peace before the Lm# lhall be con- 
cluded. ^ 

I'he world will now hfe how groiindlefs thbfe reports are 
which have been fpread abroad, by nfen of evil intentions, to 
ferve the w^oi ft dcTigns, as if a feparate peace had been treated ; 
for which there has not been the Icaft c olour given. 

Her Majefty’s minilters have di»c<Slions to propof,*, that a 
day may be fixed for the finiftiing, as w^as done iof the com- 
mencement, of this treaty ; and, in the mean time, all the 
preparations are haftening for an early campaign. 

The zeal which this Houfe has already exprefted is a fure 
pledge, that they will proceed in giving the necelfary difpatch 
to the fupplies which have b^en afked ot them. 

Her Majefty finds it necelfary to obferve, how great licence 
is taken in publifhing falfe and fcandalous libels, ; fuch as are 
a reproach to any government : this evil feems to be grown 
too ftrong for the laws now in force : it is therefore recom- 
mended to you to find a remedy equal to the mifehief. 

St» Jamei^Sy i^th January y 1712. # 


jiddrefs by the Houfe of Commons to her MajeJlyy Jan* 18, 17 12. 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

Wh your Majefty’s nloft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aifembled^ 
appear before your Majefty, with the greateft fatisfaAion, to 
return our moft humble thanks for your Majefty 's mofltgra- 
cious meiiage. 

G g 3 Your 
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Your Majefty 'has, on all occafions, fliew n (uch a tender* 
iicfs and regard to the welfare of your people, and fuch a 
generous and difinierclted concern for the fupport and ad van-' 
uge of your allies, in fo many inflances, during the profecii- 
tion of the prefent war, that we have no rcafon to doubt your 
Majelly's care of both in a treaty of peace ; and that ^he 
moft proper ways will be concerted of procuring a juft fatis- 
faclion to all in alliance with your Majefty, according to their 
feveral treaties \ and particularly with relation to Spaifi and 
the Weft Indies; however, wc think ourfelves obliged, with 
the greateft gratitude, to acknowledge your Majefty’s goodnefs 
and condefetnfion, in promifmg to communicate to your Par- 
liament the terms for a general peace beforts^-ib" fame fliall 
be concluded : and this, if any thing can, mull entirely lilencc 
thofe feditious reports that have been induftrioufly amjjyxuli 
cioully fpreaJ abroad, to the difhonour of your Majcftr, that 
a feparate peace has been treated ; which can have been railed 
only by fom6 faflious incendiaries, who; to cover their own 
difaffedtion to the prefept eftabliflimcnt and adminiftration, and 
fuch defigns vls they have not dared publicly to own, endea- 
vour to diftrad your fubjeds w'ith unreafoiiablc and groiuidlefs 
difttufts and jcaloufies. 

You;* Majefty's approbation of the zeal yotir faithful Com- 
mons have already exprcHcd for raifing the ncccilaiy lupplits 
will engage them to continue their application, and to givt 
all poiliblc difpatch thereunto. 

We are \cry fcnllble how much the liberty of the preis is 
abufed, by turning it into fuch a liccntioufncfs as is a juft rc^ 
proach to the nation ; iince not only lalfe and fcandalous libels 
are printed and pi.bliflied agaiiift your Miyefty’s government, 
but the moft horrid hlafpheniics againll God and religion : and 
we beg leave humbly to al'uic your Majefty, tliat we will da 
our utmoft to find out a rcincdy equal to this inifehief, and that 
,inay cttl dually cure it. 


Jl'IcJJarc from her JiJajcfty to the Houfe of Commonsy fan* a i , 1 7 t 

Anne R. 

H er Majcily flunks fit to inform the Houfe, that in pur- 
fuance of an ad, intituled, “ A6l for granting to her 
Majclty feveral duties on coals, tor building fifty new churches 
in and about the cities of London and Weftminfter, and 
fuburbs tbereoft and other piirpofes therein mentioned lha 
iiTued* her commillion, under ilte great fcal of Great Britain, 

authorlfing 
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autliorifing fcveral pcrfoas jo execute thc^ powers therein 
mentioned : 

1 hat her Majefty, finding, by the report of the commif- 
froners, that they have not been able, within the time limited, 
tiilly to anfwcr the piirpofcs of the fiiid commillion, earneilly 
recommends to her Parliament, that the time may be enlarged 
lor efFefting this wdrk ; and fuch farther powers may be given, 
as (hall appear necellary to render her Majefty’s pious intcu* 
tions more etfedliial. 


Her Majejiys Anfwer tomtbc laft Addrels^ Jan. 22, 17 12. 

J HAVE recciy.cd fo many proofs of the loyalty of this Houfe 
of C^riimbns, and of their love of our country, that the 
ajjjiwcr which I can return to this inoft dutiful addrefs is, 
to giVCt you my hearty thanks for it \ and to repeat not only 
that good opinion which i have of my Commons, but alfo 
my allu ranees, that the confidence which you place in me 
lhall be anfwcred by my utmoft endeavours to promote the 
fafety and advantage of all my fubjecls. • 


A Reprefentation to her Mojcfty by the Houfe of Commons^ 
Alarcb I, 1712. 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

your Majelty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aiVembled, 
having nothing fo much at heart as to enable your Majclly to 
bring this long and expcnfive war to an honourable and happy 
concluiion, have taken it into our moll ferious confidcralion, 
how the ncceflary fupplics to be provided by us may be belt 
applied, and the common caufc may, in the moft efFedlual 
manner, be carried on by the united force of the whole con- 
federacy : wc have thought ourfelvcs obliged, in duly to your 
Majefty, and in difeharge of the truft repofed in us, to in- 
quire into the true ftatc of the war in all its parts: we have 
examined what ftipulations have been entered into between 
your Majefty and your allies ; and how far fnch engagements 
iiavc, on each fide, been made good ; we have confidercd the 
dificrent interells which the confederates have in the fuccefs of 
this war ; and the different fhares they have contributed to its 
fupport : we have, with our utmoft care and diligence, endea- 
voured to difeover the nature, extent, and charge, of it ; to 
the end, that by comparing the weight thereof with our own ' 
Arcngth, we might adapt the one to the other, in fuch mea- 

G g 4 fure. 
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fure, as neither to continue yoiif* Majcfty’s fubjefls under a 
heavier burden than in rcafon and juTticc they ought to bear ; 
nor deceive your Majefty, your allies, and ourftlves, by un- 
dertaking more than the nation, in its prefent circumftances, 
is able to perf -rm. 

Your Majefty nas been gracioufly plcafcd, upon our humfolc 
application ‘•j to order fuch muteiials to be' laid before us, as 
have furnilhed us with the necclLiry information upon the par- 
ticulars we have iiiquired into : and wh^n we lhall have laid 
before your Majefty our obl'crvations and humble advice upon 
this fubjecl, we promife to ourfclvcs this happy fiuit from it, 
that, if your Majefly’s generous and good piirpofes for the 
procuring a fafe and laiHng pence Ihould, ihiou^hjhe obfti- 
nacy of the enemy, or by any other means, be unhapj^ily de- 
feated, a true knowledge and luulcrftanding of the paft 
of the war, will bo the boft ton lula lion for a more frugal and 
equal management of it for the time to come. 

In ouiev to,/akc a more perfed view of what we propofed, 
and that v/e might be able to fci the wliole before your Ma- 
jefty in a true light, we have ihowght it neccHary to go back 
to the beginning of the war; and beg leave to obferve the 
motives and realbiis upon which liis late Majefty King William 
engaged firft in it : the treaty of the* grand alliance explains 
thole reafons to be, for the fupnorling the pretenfions of his 
Imperial Majefty, tlieii adually engaged in a war with the 
French King, who had ufurped the entire Spanilh monarchy 
for his grandfon, the Duke of Anjou ; and for the a(rifting the 
States General, who, by the lofs of their barrier agalnft France, 
were then in the fame, or a more dangerous condition than if 
they were adually invaded: as thefe were the juft and necef- 
fary motives for undertaking this war, fo the ends propofed to 
be obtained by it were equally wife and honouiable; for, a? 
they arc fet forth in the eighth article of the fame treaty, they 
appear to have been, the procuring an equitable and reafonable 
fatisfaSion to his Impciial Majefty, aiiJ fiuneient leciirities 
for the dominions, provinces, navigation, and commerce, of 
the King of Great Britain, and the States General; the making 
efFeftual provilb n, that the tw o kingdoms of f ranee and Spain 
fhould never be united under the fame government ; and par- 
ticularly, that the French fhould never get into the polTclfion 
of the Spanilh Weft Indies, or be permitted to fail thither, 
upon the account of traffic, under any pretence whatfoever ; 
and laftlvy the fecuring to the fubjefts of the King of Great 
Britain, and the States General, all the fame privileges and 
lights of comn.ercc threu-ghout the whole dominions of Spain, 
as they enj yed before the death of Charles II, King of Spain, 
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by virtue of any treaty, ag^ement, ciiflom^ or any other way 
whatfoever: for the obtaining ihefe ends, the three confede- 
rated powers engaged to alfilt one another witli their whole 
•force, according to fuch proportions as Ihould be fpecified in 
a. particular convention afterwards to be made for that pur- 
pofe : we do not find, that any fuch convention was ever, ra- 
tified ; but it appears, that there was an agreement concluded^ 
which, by common confent, was iindcrllood to be binding 
uponr each party rcfpe£iively ; and according to which, the 
proportions of Great Britain were, from the beginning, re- 
gulated and founded : the terms of that agreement were, that, 
for the fcrvice at land, his Imperial Majefty fliould furnifti 
90,000 men ; the King of Great Britain 40,000 ; and the 
Stales General 102,000; of which there were 42,000 intended 
• to /i«pply their garrifons, and 60,000 to adf againfi the com- 
mon ‘ nemy In the field : and, with regaid to the operations 
of the war at fca, they were agreed to be performed jointly 
by Great Britain and the States General ; thi^quota of ftiips 
to be fiirnilhed for that fervice being, five-eighths on the 
part of Great Britain, and tlirec-eighths on the part of the 
States General. • 

Upon this foot the w^ar began in the year 1702 ; at which 
time 'the wliolc yearly expenfc of it to England amounted to 
3,706,494/. a very great charge, as it v\ i.s then thought by 
your Majelty’s fubjecls, after the fhort interval of eafe they had 
en joyed from tlic burden of tlie former war ; but yet a very 
moderate proportion, in coinparifon v/i^h the load w^hicli hath 
fince been laid upon ihtui ; lor it appear:, by el'timates givea 
in to your Commons, that llie fums necefiary to carry on the 
fervice for this prefent year, iJi the fame manner as it was per- 
formed the lafl: year, amount to more than 6,960,000/. befides 
intereli, for the public debt, and the deficiencies accruing the 
laft year; which two articles require 1,143,000/. more; fo 
that the whole demands upon your Commons are arifen to 
more than eight millions tor the prefent annual fupply : wc 
know your Majelly’s tender regard for the welfare of your 
people will make it uneafy to you to hear of fo great a pref- 
fure as this upon them ; and as we are allured’ it fully con- 
vinces your Majefty of the nccci'fity of our prefent inquiry, 
Jb w'e beg leave to reprefent to you, from w liat caufes, and 
by what fteps, this immenfe charge appears to have grown 
upon us. 

The fervice at fea, as if hath been very large and extenfive 
in itfclf, fo it hath been carried on, through the whole courfe 
of the war, in a manner highly difadvanrageous to youf Ma- 
jelly and your kingdom ; for the nccelluy of aifairs requiring 

3 that 
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tlut gfcat fleets (Tifftild be fitted ou| every year, as well for the 
Inaiiitaining a fuperioriiy in the Mediterranean, as for op- 
poling niiy foice which the enemy might prepare, either at 
Dunkirk, or in tlie ports of Well France, your Majelly’s ex- 
ample and reaciinefs, in fitting out your proportion of ftiip^ 
for all parts of that fervice, have been fo far from prevailing 
‘with the States General to keep pace with you, that they liavc 
been deficient every year to a great degree, in proportion to 
what your Majclly hath furnilhed ; fometimes no Icfs fhan 
two-thirds, and generally more than half, of their quota :■ 
from hence your Majcdy has been o]jliged, for the preventing 
difappointments in the mofl: prefling fervices, to fiipply thofe 
deficiencies by addilioiral reinforcements of your ewn Ihips : 
nor hath the Angle incrcafe of fiich a charge been the only ill 
conrcqiicncc that auended it ; for, by this means, the dejJitvof 
the navy hath been enhanced, fo that the difcoiints arifingijpon 
the credit of it have afloded all other parts of the fervice : 
from the fame’ caufc, your Majefly’s fliips of war have been 
forced, in greater numl^crs, to continue in remote fcas, and 
at unfeafonal'lc times of the year, to the greater damage and 
decay of the Rritifli nav^: this alfo hath been the occafion 
that your Majcfly hath been flraitcned in your convoys for 
trade i your coafls liave been expofed, for want of a fufficient 
number of cnii/ers to guard them ; and you have been diff 
abled from aniiovin^ the encmv in iheir moft beneficial com- 
ifiercc with the Welt Indies from \\ hence they have received 
thofe vaft fupplics of treafnre, without which they could not 
have fupported the expenfes td this war. 

That part of the war wi.i. h hath been canied on in 
Flanders, was at firfl: imme<iiately iicceflary to the fccurity of 
the States General, and hath lince brought them great acqui- 
iitions, both of revenue and dominion : yet, even there, the 
original prnporti<nis have been departed from, and, during the 
coiiiTe of the war, h iiVe uC en tinLing by degrees, on the part 
of Holhifid; fo that, in tins lalt year, \vc find the number in 
which lh<.\ fell lh(M-t of tl.cir three-fifths lo your Majefty’s 
two-fifths, to have been 20,837 men : we are not unmindful, 
that in the year 1703 a treaty w’as made between the two na- 
tions, for a joint augmentation of 20,000 men •, wherein the 
proportions were varied, and England confented to take half 
upon itfelf : but it having been annexed, as an ex prefs con- 
dition, to the grant of the faid augmentation in Parliament, 
that tfie States Gtiicral flionld prohibit all trade and commerce 
with France ; and that condition having not been performed 
by them, the Commons think it reafonable, that the firft rule, 
of three to two, ought lo have taken place agaii>, ss well in 
X that 
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that as in other fiibfequen^ augmentation^; more efpecialljr 
Vfhen they confider, that the revenues of thofe rich ’Provinces 
which huve been conquered would, if they were dsuy . pp ied, 
maintain a great number of new additional h rccs again the 
common enemy; notwilhftanding which, ihe Stales General 
ha'vc railed none upon that account, but make ulV of thofe 
frcili fuppHcs only to eafe iheinfclves in the charge of their 
f.rft eftablifhed quota. 

As* in the progrefs of the war in Flanders, a difproportion 
was foon created to the prejudice of England, lo the very be- 
ginning of the war in Portugal brought an unequal lhare of 
burden upon us : for although the iLinperor and the States 
General w^*re equally parties with your Majcfly in the treaty 
with the King of Portugal, yet the Emperor neither tiirnilhin^ 
"* 'MS\+h':rd part of the troops and fubrulies ilipiiiated for, nor tht 
Dutch confenting to lake an equal lhafe of his Imperial Ma- 
jelly’s defeft upon theinfelves, your Majelly hath been obliged 
to furniili two-lhirds of the entire expenfe creay^d by that fer- 
vice : nor has the inequality itopped there, for ever lincc.the 
year 1706, when the Englilh and Dutch forces marched out 
of Portugal into Caflilc, the Stated General have entirely 
abandoned the war in Portugal, and left your Majcfly to pro- 
fecutc* it, fingly, at your own charge ; which you have ac- 
coidingly done, by replacing a greater number of troops there 
than even at full you took upon you to provide: at the fame 
time, your Majelty’s generous endeavours for the fupport and 
defence of the King or Portugal have been but ill fccondcd by 
that Prince himfclf ; for noivvitiiflariding that, by his treaty, 
he had obliged himfelf to furnilh i?.,coc h)Ot, and 3000 horle, 
upon his ow'n account, befidcs 11, coo foot, and 2000 horfe 
more, in confidcration of a fublid/ paid him ; yet, according 
to the bell information your Commons can procure, it appears, 
that he iiath fcarcc, at any time, furniflicd 13,000 men in ti;e 
whole. 

In Spain, the war hath been more unequal and burdenfome 
to your Majelty than in any other branch of it ; for, being 
commenced w ithout any treaty w halfocver, the allies have al- 
inoit wholly declined taking any part of it upon tliemfelvcs ; 
a finall body of Eiigiiili and Dutch troops were feiit thither 
in the year 1705, not as being thought fulheient to- fupport a 
regular war, or to make the conqued of fo large a country, 
but with a view only of allifling the Spaniards to fet King 
Charles upoa the throne, occalioned by the great airiiranccs 
which were given of their inclinations to the houfe of Autlria : 
but this expeflation failing, England was infenlibly drawn into 
an eftablilhcd war, under all the difadvaniagcs of ilte diftance 
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of the place, and Ae feeble crK^rs^of the other allies : the ac* 
count we h/ve 'o l iy b.fore your MJeiiy i ^ rm thiii h^. i is^ 
that althMi[;,i: l *ir uiuicitaliiij^ wa'- fn»ejed at ihe paiti- 
cular and eaiiiJl aquefl: (,{ the Iii.ptTMi «.()i:rr, arid lor a’ 
caufe ot no LTs 'i!V,])ortance and cor :ern to tliCm than the re- 
doing ihe Spandh ntonarchy to the houf* of Auft'ia ^ yet 
neither the late emperors, nor his prefent Impeiial Majelly, 
have ever had any forces there on tluir own account >ill tlie 
laft year ; and ihv.n only one regiinent of foot, confillidg of 
2000 men : ihoiieh the Slates ( iinerul h^vc contributed fome- 
thing more to this fervicc, yd tluir lhare alfo liadi been incon- 
ndcrable, for in l!)e fpacc of lour years, from 1705 to 1708, both 
inclulive, all the foicos they have fent inio that country have not 
exceeded 12,200 men ; and from the year 1708 to this time 
tliey have not f nt any forces or recruits wbniloevcr : to’ y/iiP^' 
Majelly’s care and charge the recovery of that kingdoi/ h 
been, in a manner, wholly Uft, as if none cifc were intcreifed 
or concerned it ; and the forces wiiich your Majefty hath 
fent^ into Spain in the fpacc of feven years, from 1705 to 
1711, both inclufivc, Pave amoumed to no lefs than 57,973 
men; bcfidcs thirietn b^ualions and eighteen fquadrons, for 
which your Majcify hath paid a fublidy to the En^peror : how 
great the cltabliihtd cxpcnfe of fucli a number of men hath 
been, your Majoliy very well knows, and your Commons very 
fenfibly feel : but tlic v\csght will be found much greater, when 
it is confidered how many heavy articles of unufiial and ex- 
traordinary charge hath attended this remote and difficult fer- 
vicc ; all which have been entirely defrayed by your Majcily, 
except that one of tranfporting the few forces which were fent 
by the States General, and the viddualling of them during their 
tranfportation only : the accounts delivered to your Commons 
(hew, that the charge of your Majclly's (hips and velfels em- 
ployed in the fervicc of the war in Spain and Portugal, 
reckoned after the rate of four pounds a man per month, from 
the time they failed from hence till they returned, were loft, 
or put upon other fervices, hath ainouritcd to 6,54.0,966/. 145. 
the charge of tranfports on the part of Cireat Britain, for 
csirrying on the war in Spain and Portugal, from the beginning 
of it till this time, hath amounted to 1,336,719/. 19J. lid* 
that of viflualling land forces for the lime fervice to 
583,770/. 8j. 6 d, and that of contingencies and other extra- 
ordinaries, for the fame fervicc, to 1,840,353/. 

We Ihould take notice to your Majefty of ieveral fiims paid 
upoa account of contingencies, and exlraordinaries in Flan- 
ders, making together the fum of one million one hundred and 
feven thoufand ninety-fix pounds j but we arc not able to 

make 
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make any compnnfv)n of tlfcm with what the States General 
have tx|)cn:led upon the fame hcud, havii.g nu fuch ibte of 
.their exfra^*rflinary charge bthvie us. 

T I'lCie remains, thcieforc, but one pardcnlar more for your 
M ij' i^y’s ( bfei^aiiwii^ which anfcs from the fubiidies paid to 
foreign Princes ; ilicfc, at the beginning of the war, were 
borne in equal proponion by your Majclly, a. d the States Ge- 
ne rai ; bill, in diis iidlance. alfi, the balance i aih been caft in 
pu i’ H e U) yniir Majeily : for it appears, iliat your Majefty 
ha'ili iiiice ailvj'nc^ d, mure than your equal pioporlion, three 
one hiindicd anTI fiity-five thoii 'anJ c.’O'Mis, befides 
cxtiaiin'i'u:! is., paid in Italy, and not inclinled in any of the 
foj\ ge.i; .; Liitichs, wlii- h nrifc to five hundred ihirty-nine thou- 
, faud five hnn l:c(i fifty three pounds. 

We hnvf lai(ltii.-fe (everal p irlicnlars be‘>nc yourMajcfly in 
the fh Mteil manner we havt b,*en able; and by an elliinate, 
groim<ied n»j t!.e picceding faids, it does apj^car, that, over 
and ahovv* i}-- r. o.js or* tlie part ot Great rjiiiam unfwcring to 
tiu fc c^n.ii’ouf. d by yonr.alhcs, mor? titan nine een niillions 
have b',en tvpr'nded by your Majetty, during the courfe of 
thi' war, hy w^y of furplnfage, or exceeding in balance; of 
jioLi: of the conti derates have furnillied any thing what- 

foever. 

It is iih very great concern, that we fp^d fo nnich occafion 
given ns to ivprcfont how ill an ufe hath been made of your 
Mjjcfty s and your fnbjects* zeal for the common c.uife : that 
the intcreft of that caiifc hath not been p*-i porti 'uaiily promoted 
by it; but others only have been caf d, ai your M'jjetly’s and 
your fubjet^ls' cods ; and have beer: coniuved at in laying their 
part ot tbcbunlin upon this kii gdoin, abhtmgh they have, 
upon all accounts, betii equally, and, in molt lefpefls, much 
more neaily concerned than Biilain, in the iJue of the war: 
\vc art perfuaded your Majcflv will think it pardonable in us, 
with fomc refentment, to co.i, plain of the litile regard wdnch 
feme of thofc whom your M:;jcffy of late years intruded, have 
Ihc’.vn to the inlcrcfts or their country, in giving way, at leaft, 
to fuch unreafcMiahle impofition- upcui it, if not, in fome mea- 
fure, lontrivirig them : the coun'e of which imprditions hath 
been fo fingnlar and extraorditury, that the more the wealth of 
this nation hath been cxhaullcd, and the more you’ Mijcfty’s 
arms liave been attended with fuccefs, the heavier h?th been the 
burden laid upon us ; whillf, on the o'.her hand, ihe more vi- 
gorous your MajeAy's efforts have been, and the greater the 
advantages w hich have redounded themee to your allies, the 
piore thofe allies have abated in their fhare of the expenfe. 


At 
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At the firft entrance into this v?ar, the Commons were in- 
duced to exert themfclves in the extraordinary manner they did, 
and to grant fuch large fiipidics as had been unknown to formei* 
ages, in hopes thereby to prevent the mifehiefs of a lingering 
war i and to bring that in which they were lu cefTarily engaged 
to’ a fpeedy conclufion : but they have been very unhappy in the 
event, whilft they have fo much rcafon to furpetSl:, that what 
was intended to ihorlcn the war, ha'h proved the very canfe of 
its long conliimance ; for thofc to whom the prohts of it have 
accnicd, have been difp (od not tafily to forego tlsem : and 
your Majcfty vrill fioin ih^nce difxrn ihe true re.jfon why lo 
many have cleligliicd in a wnr whicit biooght in fo rich an har- 
vtfl, yeaily, from Cireat Biitain. 

We are U', far from dehrin;', as we know v<'‘nr Majcfly 
be from concluding any peace, hut upon and honourable 
terms : and we are far from intern’.mg to txcifc ourftJvcs* from 
'railing all nec^Tary ar.vi polhhlc fupplif^s for an effecl:ual profe- 
cutlon of the w'ar, lili fuch a peace can be obtained ; all that 
your faithful Commons*aim at, all ^hat they wi(h, is an equal 
concurrence from the other powers engaged in alliance with 
your Majclly’, and a jnll application of what hath been already 
gaijied from the ene»py, towards promoting the common 
caufe. Several large countries and terrilorits have been reftored 
to the hoiifc of Auflna ; fuch as the kingdom of Naples, the 
duchy of Milan, and other places in Italy: others have beei\ 
conquered, and added to their doitiinions ; as the two eledlo- 
rates of Bavaria and Cologne, the duchy of Mantua, and the 
biliiopric of Liege: thefe having been reduced in great mea- 
sure, by our blood and treafure, may, wc hun.blv conceive, 
with great rcafon, be claimed to come in aid towards carrying 
on the war in Spain: and therefore, we make it our earned 
requcll to your Majefly, that yon will give inihudtions to 
your minilters trt inllll with tlie kmperor, that the revenues of 
thofe feveral places, excepting only fut h a portion thereof as is 
necelfary tor their defence, be adluully fo applied : and as to 
the other parts of tho w'ar, to which your Majelly hath obliged 
yoiirfclt by particular i readies to contribute, we humbly befeech 
your Majelly, that you will be pleafed to take effectual care, 
that your allies do .perform their parts llipnlatcd by thofe trea- 
ties ; and that yo'ir Majelly will, fof the t'lTurc, no otherways 
furnifli troopc, or pay fubtidies, than in proportion to what 
your allies fliall a^lualiy furnifli anti pay. Wlicn this iullice is 
clone to yourMajelfy and toyoiir people, there is nothing w hich 
your Commons will not clicertuily grant towards fupporting 
your Majclly in tiic caul'c jii vvh.ich you are engaged: and 

whatever 





( 463 ) ^ 

whatever further (hall appei^r to be necelTary for rarrvlng on 
the war, either at fea or land, we will eftedtnally enable yOnr 
.Majcrty to bear your rcafonablc ftiare of auy fiich expenfe; and 
will fpare no fupplies which your fubjeds are able, with ihtir 
ntmoft efforts, to afford. 

After having inquired into, and conildcTed the ftatc of the 
war, in which the part your Majclfy has borne appears to have 
bcen^not only fuperior to that of any one ally, but even cqital 
to that of the whole confederacy, your Commons I'atiirally 
inclined to hope, that they fhould fiiul care had been taken 
fccuring fome particulaf advantages to Britain in the 
terms of a future peace, fuch as might afford a profpecl of 
rnnking the nation amends in time tor that immenfc treafure 
w^ich liaih been expended, and ihofe heavy debts which have 
been contrafted in the courfc of fo long and biirdcnfomc a war: 
this reafonablc expedation could no way have been better an- 
fwered, than by fome provifion made for the further fecurity, 
and the greater improvement of the commerce of Cireat Britain : 
Jnit w’e find ourfelvcs fo v>iry far cLifaJlpointcd in thefe hopes, 
fhat, in a treaty not long fince concliaded helwxen your Majcffy 
and the States General, under colour of a mutual guarantee 
given, for tw’o points of thegreateft impoitancc to both nations, 
tlie fuccetFion and the barrier, it appears, the intereff of Great 
Britain hath been not only neglcfted, but facriftced ; and that 
feveral articles in the faid treaty are dcffnnffivc to the trade and 
welfare of this kingdom ; and therefore highly difhonourable to 
your Majefty. 

Your Commons obferve, in the fn ft place, that feveral towns 
and places arc, by virtue of this treaty, to be put into the hands 
of the States General ; particularly Nieuport, Uendermoiide, 
and the caftle of Ghent ; which can in no llnfe be looked upon 
as part of a barrier againfl France ; but being the keys of the 
Netherlands towards Britain, mufl make the trade of your Ma- 
jcfty*s fubjedls in thofe parts precarious, and, whenever the 
States think fit, totally exclude them from it : the pretended 
neceffity of putting thefe places into the hands of the States Ge- 
neral, in order to fecure to them a communication with their 
barrier, muft appear vain and groundlcfs ; for the fovercignty 
of the Low Countries being not to remain to an enemy, but to 
a friend and an ally, that communication mnfl be always 
fecure and uninterrupted ; befulcs, that in cafe ot a rupture, 
or any attack, the States have full liberty allowed them to tbke 
poflefllon of all the Spanifli Netherlands, and therefore needed 
no particular flipulation for the towns above-mentioned. 

Having taken notice of this conceffion made to the States Gc- 
neral, for feizing upon the whole ten provinces ^ w’e cannot 

but 
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but obfervc to your Majefly, that •in the manner this article is 
tramecl, it is another dangerous circuinftancc, which attends 
this treaty : for had fuch a provilion been confined to the cafe 
of an apparent attack from France only, the avowed dcfign of 
this treaty had been fiilRlled, and your Mnjefly’s inlliuctioiis to 
ymir ambalfador had been purfued ; but this neceffary lelhiclion 
hath been omitted ; and the fume liberty is granted ro the Sta’es 
td take poirellion of all the Netherlands, whenever they^ ihall 
' think ihenifelves attacked by any other neighbonriiig naiif'n, as 
when they fliall be in dangci trom France ; fo that ii it fh.unid 
at anytime happen, v*hicl» your Common., are very nnwil'ing 
to fiJppofc, that they (hould quarrel even with your MujeUy, 
theriches, flrength, und advantageous lituaiion of ihcfe coun- 
tries, may be made life of againfl yonrfclf ; without wh.>(e '^e-^ 
ncroiis and powerful afliflance the) had never been convjijcied. 

To return to ihofc ill confequcnccs which relate to the liadc 
- of your kingdems ; we beg leave to obferve to your Majelty, 
thot though tflis treaty revives, and rriidcrs your Majcfiy a 

E to, the fourteentlf and fifteei^lh articles «)f the treaty qf 
fter ; by virtue of v^hich, the impohtiems i!p(>n all goods 
and merchandifes brought into the Spanilh Low Com, tries by 
the fca, arc to equal thefe laid on goods and mtrchaiultfes im- 
ported by the Schcld, and the canals of Safs and Swyn, and other 
mouths of the fea adjoining ; yet no care is taken to preferve 
that equality upon the exportation of thole g< ods out of the 
Spaniili provinces, into thofc countries and plac€j| which, by 
virtue of this treaty, are to be in the pofllflion of tire Spates : 
the confcquence of which muff in lime be, and your Commons 
4re informed that in fome inilances it has alrea'-'y pn.vcd to be 
the cafe, that the impofitions upon goods cajiicd into rliofe 
(countries and places by the fubjuLls ut the States General, will 
'betaken off, whilfl ihofe upon the goods imported by your 
Majefty’s fubjefts remain ; by which means, Great Britain 
fi* Hi entirely lofe this molf benelicial branch of trade, w hich it 
hath been in all ages poifeircd of, even from the lijne when tliofe 
countries were* governed by the houfe of Bui gundy, one of the 
melt ancient, as well ps the inoft ufcTul allies to the crown of 
England, 

VVith regard to the other dominions and territories of Spain : 
your Majeftys fubjedts havcalw'ays been diftinguilhed in their 
commerce with them, and both by ancient treaties and an unii>- 
terrupted cuftom, have enjoyed greater privileges and immuni- 
iks of trade, than cither the Hollanders, or any other nation 
yvbatfoever: and that wife and excellent treaty of the grand 
f alliance provides cfFedlually for the fecurity and continuance of 
tbefe valuable privileges to firitaini in fuch a manner^ as that 

■ wh 
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each nation might 'be left at die end of the war upon the fame 
foot as it ftood at the commencement of it ; but this trcuiy we 
now complain of, iiiliead of confirming your fubjeds’ ri^llts,• 
furrenders and deltroys tliem : for although by tiie lixteeritli and 
feventcenth articles of the treaty of Munlter, made l)Uv\cen his 
Catholic Majefty and the States General, all advaniages.of trade 
are ftipulated for, and granted to the Hollanders, equal to what 
■ ^he En^lilh enjoyed ^ yet the crown of England r.ot being a 
pbrty to that treaty, the fubje^fls of England have nev.r fubniitr 
tedVo ihofe articles of it ; nor even t!ie Spaniards thcmfclves 
everNobferved them: but this treaty revives thofe ai titles in 
preju^ce to Great Britain, and makes your Majefty a party to 
the^\and even a guarantee to the Slates Cieneral for privileges 
^ agamft^ur own people. 

In howsdeliberate and extraordinary a manner your Majefty’s 
amballador confented to depiive your fnbjefts of their ancient 
rights, and your Majefty of the power of procuring to them 
any new advantage, moft evidently apj.cars liom his own let- 
ters, which by your Majeftj's dircdlionf have been laid before 
your Commons ; for when matters of aclyanrage to your Majefty 
and to your kingdoms had been offered, as proper to be made 
parts of this treaty, they were refufed to be admirted by the 
States General, upon this reafon and principle, that nothing 
foreign to the guarantees of the fuccellion, and of the barrier, 
(hould be mingled with them ; notwithftanding which, the 
States General had no fooner received notice of a treaty of com- 
BT.erce concluded between your Majefty and the prefent Empe- 
ror, but they departed from the rule propofed before, and in- 
filled upon the article of w^hich your Commons now complain : 
which article your Majeliy’s amballador allowed of, although 
equally foreign to the fuccelfion, or the barrier ; and although 
he had, for that reafon, departed from other articles which 
would have been for the fervice of his own country. 

We have forborne to trouble your Majefty with general ob- 
fervations upon this treaty, as it relates to and affeds the empire, 
and other parts of Europe : the mifehiefs which arife from it to 
Great Britain are what only we have prefumed humbly to re- 
prefent to you : as they are very evident, and very great ; and, 
as it appears that the Lord Vifeount 'rovynfliend had not any 
orders or authority for concluding fcveral of thofe articles which 
are moft prejudicial to your Majefty’s fubjeds, we have thought 
we could do no lefs than declare your faid ambaiTador, who ne- 
gotiated and figned, and all others who advifed the ratifying of 
treaty, enemies to your Majefty and to your kingdom. 

Upon thefe faithful informations and advices from your 
Commons, we alfure ourfelves your Majefty, in your great 
VoL. I. H h goodnefs 
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goodnefs to your people, will itfciie them from thofe evils 
which the private councils of ill-defigning men have cxpofcd 
them to ; and that in your great wifdom, you will find fome 
means for the explaining and amending the feveral articles of 
this treaty, foas that they may confift v\ith the interelt of Great 
Britain, and with a real and lading fricndfhip between your 
Majedy and the States General. 


Her Alajejlys Jn/wer, Match 1712. 

^ ^ ^ i 

T^HIS reprefentation is a further indance of that dutiful af* 
fedion to my fervice, and concern for the public intw^cd, 
which this Houfe of Commons has always (hewn. / - 

You may be aihired that 1 will give fuch ordei;:. as 'ihali 
effeclually anfwer what you defirc of me in every particular. 


Mcffage froin her Majcjlyy Anarch 14, 1712. 

Anne R. 

TT having been certified to her Majedy, by the Earl of Straf- 
ford, her ambaffador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to 
the States General of the United Provinces, that the colleftions 
for building a church at Rotterdam, wherein divine fervice is 
celebrated after the ufage of the church of England, for the 
benefit of the Qiieen’s fubjeds in that place, are not fufficient 
to complete the charge of that work by about tw'o thoufand five 
hundred pounds, her Majedy thinks fit carnedly to recommend 
to the Houfe the making a provifion for the fame. 


Her MajeJiys moji gracious Speech^ Jum 6, 17 12. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^T^HE making peace and war is the undoubted prerogative of 
the crown : yet fuch is the jud confidence 1 place in you, 
that at the opening of this fefiion I acquainted you, that a ne* 
gotiation for a general peace was begun \ and afterwards, by 
medages, I promifed to communicate to you the terms of peace 
before the fame (hould be concluded. 

In purfuance of that promife, I now come to let you know 
upon what terms a general peace may be made. 

I need not mention the difficulties which arife from the very 
aziutt of this affair ; and it is but too apparent, that thefe diifi* 

cultieg 
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cnlties have been incrcarcd by* other obftru£lions, artfully con- 
trived to hinder this great and good worK. 

. Nothing, ho wever, has moved me from fteadily pnrfuing, in 
the firft place, the true intercft of my own kingdoms ; and I 
have not omitted any thing which might |)rocure to all our allies 
what is due to them by treaties, and what is necelfary for their 
fecurity. 

.The^afliiring of the proteflant fucceflion, as by laweftablifli- 
edjiin the houfe of Hanover, to thefe kingdoms, being what I 
hav^neareft at heart, particular care is taken not only to have 
that acknowledged in the (Irongeft terms, but to have an addi- 
tiond^eciirity, by the removal of that perfon out of the domi- 
nions fit France, who has pretended todiflurb this fettlement, 
iVie »gprchcnfion that ''pain and the Well Indies might be 
united to Jr ranee, w as the cliicf inducement to begin thi'i war ; 
and the effeflual preventing of fiich an union was the principle 
I laid down at the commencement of this treaty.^ 

Former examples and the late negotiation** fufficiently (liew 
how difficult it is to hud means to accomplith this work. I 
would not content myfelf with fuch as*are fpcculative, or de- 
pend on treaties only ; 1 infilled on what is folid, and to have 
at hand^hc power of executing what ftiould be agreed. 

I can therefore now tell you, that France is at lall brought 
to offer, that the Duke of Anjou lhall, for himfelf and his de« 
feendants, renounce for ever all claim to the crown of France: 
and that this important article may be expofed to no hazard, the 
performance is to accompany the promife. 

At the fame time the fucceflion to the crown of France is to 
be declared, after the prefent Dauphin and his Tons, to be in 
the Duke of Berry and his fons, m the Duke of Orleans and 
his fons ; and fo on to the reft of the houfe of Bourbon. 

As to Spain and the Indies, the fucceflion to thofe dominions, 
after the Duke of Anjou and his children, is to defeend to fuch 
prince as (hall be agreed upon at the treaty ; for ever excluding 
the refl of the houfe of Bourbon. 

For confirming the renunciations and fettlements beforemen- 
tioned, it is farther offered, that they lhall be ratified in the 
mod ftrong and folemn manner, both in France and Spain ; 
and that thofe kingdoms, as well as all the other powers en- 
gaged in the prefent war, lhall be gtiarautee to the fame. 

The nature of this propofal is fuch, that it executes itfelf: 
the intereft of Spain is to fupport it ; and in France the perfons 
to whom that fucceflion is to belong, will be ready and pow-cr- 
ful enough to vindicate their own right, 

France and Spain are now more efeftually divided than ever: 
and thus, by the blefling of God, will a real balance of power 

H h a be 
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"be fixed in Europe, and remain liable to as few accidents as hu- 
in^ln affairs can oe exempted from. 

A treaty of commeice between thefe kingdoms and France 
has been entered upon ; but the exccffivc duties laid on fonlc 
goods, and the prohibitions of others, make it impoflible ta 
finilh this work fo foon as were to be defired ; care is, however, 
taken to ellablifh a inclhod of fettling this matter; and in the 
mean time, provifion is made, that the fame privileges and ad— -- 
vantages as Ihall* be granted to any other nation by Fran^ffC, 
lhall be granted, in like manner, to us. / 

The divifion of the illand of St.'-Chriftopher between and 
the French, having been the caufc of great inconvcnien<|y and 
damage to my fubje^ls, I have demanded to have an <0?io^tc 
ceflioii made to me of that whole ifland ; and France a/grc«s to^ 
this demand. 

Our intcrefl: is fo deeply concerned in the trade of North 
America, that I have ufed my utmoft endeavours to adjuft that 
article in the moft beneficial manner: France confents to rcllore 
to us the whole bay and ftraits of^Hudfon ; to deliver up the 
ifiand of Nt wfaundLiiul, with Placentia ; and to make an ab- 
folute celiion of Annapolis, with the reft of Nova Scotia or 
Accadic. 

The fifety of our home trade will be better provided for by 
the demolition of Dunkirk. 

Oiir Mediterranean traile, and the Britifli intereft and influ- 
ence in thofe parts, will he fecured by the pofTcffion of Gibral- 
tar and Port Mahon, with the whole ifland of Minorca, which 
are offered to ronuiin in my hands. 

The trade to Spain and the Weft Indies may, in general, 
be fettled as it was in the time of the late King of Spain, Charles 
the Second ; and a particular provifion be made, that all ad- 
vantages, rights, or privileges which have been granted, or 
which may hereafter be granted, by Spain to any..othcr nation, 
fhall be, in like manner, granted to the fiibjedts of Great 
Britain* 

But the part which we have borne in the profecution of this 
war, entitling us to fome diftin^lion in the terms of peace; I 
have infilled, and obtained, that the allicnto contrafl: for 
furnilliing the Spa?iilh Weft Indies with negroes, lhall be made 
with us tor the term of thirty years, in the fame manner as it 
has been enjoyed by the French for ten years. 

I. have not taken upon me to determine the interefts.qf ouf 
confederates : thefe muft be adjufted in the congrefs at Utrecht^ 
where my bell endeavours lhall be employed, as they have hither- 
to conllantly been, to procure to every one of. them all juft and 
jtafonable fatUfaciion. In the meantime, 1 think it proper to 
2 acquaint 
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acquaint you, that France offers to make the*Rhine rhe wVriqf 
of the empire ; to yield Rrifac, the fort of Kehl, and Landau^; 
apdto rafe all the fortrefles, both on the other tide of the Rhine, 
and in that river. 

As to the proteflant intereft in Germany, there will be, op 
the part of France, no objeflion to the rcfculiug thereof on the 
foot of the treaty of Wcftphalia. 

ThtjSpanilh Low Countries may go to his Imperial Majef- 
tyif the kingdoms of Naples and Sardinia, ilic duchy of \ular^ 
anc^the places belonging to Spain on tlie coall; of Tufeanjr, 
inayMikewife be yielded, By the treaty of peace, to the En^ 
perori 

As'Sotbc kingdom of Sicily, though there remains nodifpiitc 
coiA'ern^^g the cellion of it by the Duke of Anjou, yet the dif- 
pofition tirereof is not yet determined. 

The intereft of ihc States General, with refpefi to commerce, 
are agreed to, as they have bjen demanded by their own minif- 
ters, with the e\c.:plion only of fome very few Tpccles of mer* 
chandifes ; and the entire b4rrier, as defnanded by the States in 
1709, from France, except two or thrj?e places, at moft. . 

As to thefe exceptions, fevcral expedients are prepofed ; an^ 
I make, no doubt but this barrier may be fo fettled as to rendCiT 
that Republic perfedly fexure againft any enterprize on the part 
of France, which is the foundation of ail my engagements upon 
this head with the States. 

The demands of Ponugal depending on the difpofition of 
Spain, and that article having been long in difputc, it has not 
yet been poftible to make any confiderablc progrefs therein , but 
my plenipotentiaries w'ill now have ail opportunity to aliift that 
King in his pretcnfions. 

rhofe of the King of Pruftia are fuch as I hope will admit of 
little difficulty on the part of France; and my utmoft endeavours 
{hall not be wanting to procure all I am able to fo good an 
ally. 

The difference between the barrier demanded for the Duke 
of Savoy in 1709, and the offers now made by France, is very 
inconfiderable ; but that Prince having fo fignally diftinguifhed 
himfelf in the fcrvice of the common caufe, I am endeavouring 
to procure for him (till farther advantages. 

France has confented that the Eledor Palatine (hall continue 
his prefent rank among the ele^ors, and remain in poffelliou 
of the Upper Palatinate- 

The elefloral dignity is likewife acknowledged in the houfe 
of Hanover, according to the article inferred at that Prince’s 
defire, in my demands. 

Hh3 And, 
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And, as to tht re(f of the allies, I make no doubt of being 
aWe tp fccurd their feveral interefts. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

1 have now communicated to you not only the terms of peace, 
which may, by the future treaty, be obtained for my own fnb- 
jcits, but likewife the propofals of France for fatisfying our 
allies 

The former are fuch as I have rcafon to expect to mcke my 
^people fomc amends for that great and unequal burden, wf/ch 
they have lain under through the vvhole coiirfe ot this war ^ and 
i am willing to hope, that none of our confederates, and efpe- 
cially thofe to whom fo great accclfions of dominion and^*r\^'er 
are to accrue by this peace, will envy Britain her ihare in the 
glory and advantage of it. 

7 'he latter are not yet fo pcrfeSly adjufted as a little more 
time might have rendered them ; but the feafon of the year 
"making it necfilkry to put an end to this feffion, I refolved no 
longer to defer communicating thefe matters to you. 

I can make no doubt but you art all fully peifuaded, that no- 
thing will be neglefted, on my part, in the progrefs of this 
'>iego;iation, to bring ihc peace to an happy and (peedy iffne ; 
and I depend on youi entire confidence in me, and your chjer- 
ful concurrence with me. 


Addrejs to her Majrjly by the Houfe of Commonly 6, 1712. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefly’s moll dutiful and loyal fuhjefts, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament affembled, 
beg leave moft humbly to acknowledge your Majefty's great 
condefcenlion in communicating to us the terms upon which a 
general peace may be made. 

Uur hearts are full of gratitude for what your Majefty has 
already done; and we want words to exprefs the fatisfadion 
vith which we have received all that your Majefty has been 
plcafed to imparl to your C'ommons. 

We have an entire confidence in your Majefty, that you will 
fteadily purfne the true inKreft ot your own kingdoms; and 
that you will endeavour to procure for all your allies what is 
due to them by treaties, and what is neceiTary for their 
cur'ty. 

.Thefe afluranccs are the lead returns which your faithful 
Cooimons can make to fo much condefcenfion and goodnefs.: 

and 
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and they humbly defire your ^ajeily, that you will pleafe to 
proceed in the prefent negotiations for the obtaining a fpeedy 
peace 

Her Afajejiy's Anfwer^ y^ne lo, 1712. 

T HAVE the fafety and intereft of all my people fo much at 
■*' heart, that I cahnot bin lake a great deal of pleafure in this 
yt,iir dtitifui and prudent addrefs 
for it. 

I diave ftiidicd your wclfafC ; and by this you will find the 
goodVefteds of that confidence which you place in me; and 
whici^ ought always to remain between fo afFedionate a prince, 
ancy^fuch faithful fubjeds. 


Her ATajcJIy s mod g) acioui Speech^ yune 21, 1712. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, . 

^T^HE lall time I was here I fpoke [o fully, and afterwards 
received from both Houfes fuch fatisfailory addreffes, that 
there rpmains little more for me to fay at the clofe of this meet- 
ing of Parliament, but to repeat my hearty thanks for your late 
folemii aifurances: they will give me llrength to ftruggle with 
any difficuhie.i which may yet be raifed; and, 1 hope, that 
neither they who envy the making a good peace, nor who think 
it their intereft to continue the war, will be able to defeat our 
joint endeavours for ihe honour and advantage of Britain, and 
the fecurity of all our allies. 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

At the fame time that I thank you moft kindly for the fup- 
plies yon have cheerfully granted, I c^not but let you know 
my fatisadion in the near view I have 01 a peace ; fince it will, 
in fome meafiire, recompenfe my fubjeds for their vaft ex- 
penfes, and alfo lighten that heavy burden they have borne 
during the war. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You have exprefled how fenfiblc you are of the advantage and 
fecurity which accrue to Britain, and our allies, by the terms 
propofed tor a peace; and I need not mention to you the mif- 
chiefs which muft follow the breaking off this treaty: our bur- 
dens would be, at leaft, continued, if not increafed; the pre- 
fent opportunity would be irrecoverably loft of Britain’s efta- 
blilhing a real balance of power in Europe, and improving our 

II h 4 own ^ 


; and thank you moft kindly 
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own commerce’; and, if any one of our allies (hould gain 
fomething by fuch a proceeding, the reft would fuffer in the 
common calamity: but, I hope, by God’s blelling, fuch fatal 
defigns v\ill be difappoinied. 

You are now rjlunjng into your refpeflive countries ; and, 
I perfuade rnyfeU, you will n*>t be wanting in your endeavours 
to obviate the deiignsof any ill-minded perfons v\ho may attempt 
to fow fedition aiiiongft my fubjefts; and, under fpccious pre- 
tences, carry on defigns they dare not own. 

I hope, at your next meeting, there will be an opporiunit\ of 
perfcdling what 1 liave recommended to you, which you/tave 
left uidinilhed in this feflion. 

I cannot conclude without afliiring you, that nothing 
move me from fteadily purfuing the true inlereft of fo/dut'ful 
and aifedlionate a people. / 


Her Majejiys gracious Speech^ April 9, 1713. 

My Lords and Genilemen, 

T ENDED the laft feftion with my hearty thanks for the fo- 
: Icnan aifu ranees you had given me; by which 1 have been 
enabled to overcome the difficulties contrived to obftru£l the 
general peace. 

1 havt deferred opening the feflion until now, being very de- 
firoiis to communicate to y(»i7, at your firtt meeting, the fuccefs 
of this important affair ; it is therefore with great plcafure I 
tell you, th.e treaty is figncd, and in tew days the ratification 
will be exchanged. 

The negotiation has been drawn into fo great a length, that 
all our allies have had fufficient opportunity to adjiift their feve- 
ral mterefts ; though the public charge has been thereby much 
increafed, yi t I hope mv people will be eafy under it, fince we 
have happily obt.iiiiod the end we propofed. 

What f have done for fccuring the proteftant fucceflion, and 
the perteft friendiuip there is between me and the houfe of 
Hanover, may convince fuch as wiih well to both, and deurc 
tlje quiet and fafeiy of their country, how vain all aticmpis are 
to divide us ; and tl.ole who would make a merit by feparating 
oyr interefts, wjll rKver attain their ill ends, 

Gentlcitjen of ihe houfe of Commons, 

As great a progrefs has been made in reducing the public 
expczife, as the circumltances of affairs would admit. 


What* 
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What force may be neceflfery for fecur'ing out commerce by 
fea, and for guards and garrifons, I leave entirely lo my Par- 
liament. 

Make yourfelves fafe, and I fhall be fatisfied. 

Jslext to the protedlion of the Divine l^rovidcncc, I depencf 
upon the loyalty and affection of my people. 

I want no other guarantee. 

] recommend to your care thofc brave men who have ferved 
i.^cll l5y fea or land tliis war, and cannot be employed in time 
ol^ peace. 

IVinuft defire you to provide the fupplies you fhall judge re- 
quifV e ; and to give fuch difpatch as may be necclfary for^your 
ovm "afe, and the public fervice. 

My Lords and (lentlemen, 

The many advantages I have obtained for my ow w fubjeSs, 
have occafioned much oppofition and long delay to this peace. 

It affords me great fatisfaflion that my peoplS will have it In 
their power, by degrees, ^ lo repair what they have fiiifered 
during fo long and biirdcnfome a war.. 

The eafing of our foreign trade, as far as is confiftent with 
national credit, will deferve your care ; 

And to think of proper methods for improving and encoiu 
raging our home trade and nianufa£lures, paiticularly the 
fiihery ; wliich may be carried on to employ ail our fpare 
hands, and be a mighty benefit even to the remoteft pans of this 
kingdom. 

Several matters were laid before you laft feflion, which th.e 
weight and multiplicity of other bufinefs wmld not permit you 
to perfedt j I hope you will take a proper opportunity to giv6 
them due confideration. 

I cannot, however, but exprefsly mention my difpleafure at 
the unparalleled licentioufnefs in piiblifhing feditious and fcan- 
dalous libels. 

The impunity fuch piadtices have met with has encouraged 
the blafpheming every tlung facred, and the propagating i)pi- 
nions tending to the overthrow of all reiiLion and government : 

f irofecutions have been ordered ; but it w ill require fome new 
aw to put a flop to this growing evil ; and your beft endea- 
vours in your relpedlive fiations to difcouiage it. 

The impious praflice of duellmg requires fome fpeedy and 
effciSlual remedy. 

Now we are entering upon peace abroad, let me conjure you 
all to ufe your iitmofl endeavours for c-lming men s minds at 
home, that the arts of peace may be cultivated, 

tet 
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Let not groundfefs jealoufies, qpntrlved by a faftion, and 
fomented by parly rage, efFed that which our foreign enemies 
could not. 

I pray God todired all your con fultations for his glory, and* 
the welfare of my people. 


Jdddrefs by the Houfe of Commons to her AlnjeJly^ April lO, ^713* 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majcfly’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjcds,^Ahc 
Commons ot Great liritain, in Parliament alfemlK^d, 
beg leave, with all humility, to approach yt>ur royal perfeJn 
with our unanimous ackiiowiedgments for all the bciuj^its 
enjoy under your Majefty’s moll aurpielous reign. 

The many and great fuccclfes wh ch have attended yoiir 
Majefty's arms^ had IcU notliing to be w ilhed but fuch a peace 
as might be condiided by your councils, which now we have 
the happinefs to fee accoiiipliiheJ : ;.nd as we are truly fcniiblc 
of your Majefty*s gracioirs and generous intentions in under- 
taking that great work, fo we have all pcffible reafon to admire 
your fteadinefs in carrying it on, and overcoming the many 
diflicullies contrived to obftrud it : and it is with the higheft 
fatisfadion we congratulate your Majefty upon the happy con- 
clufion of this treaty ; for wc are fo much convinced of your Ma- 
jefty’s tender regard to the public welfare, and the many inftanccs 
of your wifdom have taught us 10 have fo perfed a reliance 
upon it, that we cannot doubt but your Majefty hath procured 
ajl reafonablc fatisfadion for your allies, and eifablilhed the 
intereft of your own kingdoms in fuch a manner as to make us 
not only fecure for the future, but a ilourilhing and a happy 
people. 

Y our Majefty can give no higher proof of the care you take 
of pofterity, than by the concern you are pleafed to exprefs for 
the proteftant fuccelfion in the houfe of Hanover ; upon whicli 
the future happinefs of this kingdom fo much depends : we 
hope and truft, that nothing will ever be able to interrupt the 
friendftiip between your Majefty and that illuftrious family, 
fince the wicked defigns of thofe who would endeavour to fc- 
parate yonr interefts muft be too plain ever to fucceed. 

Your faithful Commons can never enough exprefs the grate- 
ful fenfe they have of the many gracious afturances contained 
in your Majefty’s fpeech : and alter what your Majefty hath 
done to cafe your fubjeds of the heavy burden which before 
Uy upon them, and after your unparalleled goodnefs in de- 
manding 
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mamling nothing from them for the tiracto come, but whpt^ 
they tliemfelves fliall jiidgeVcquifite for their own fafety ; thc^ 
beft return they can make will be a ready and dutiful compli- 
*ance with every thing you have been pleafed to recommend ^to 
them ; and they cannot fail mod cheerfully to fet about the 
provuliiig the fupplies necelfary for this year’s fcrvice. Your 
Majeily’s repeated condefeenfions muft in the ftrongeft manner 
engage the hearts and afFe£lions of all your fubjcdls to your 
Majc«uy : and we arc fatisfied, w^e cannot more truly reprefent 
tnem, than by contributing our'^iitmoft endeavours to make 
your reign as profperous, ^lorioiis» and eafy to yourfclf, as it is 
beneficial and happy to your people. 


Her Majejty^s Anfwer^ April 
Gentlemen, 

'T'HIS addrefs cannot but be very agreealje to me, as if 
* comes from my loyal Commons ; and as it is, a continuat 
lion of thofe expreffions of duty and atFedlion which you have 
fhewn through this w’hole Parliament. 


Addrefs hythe Houfe of Commons to her MajeJiy^ June 24 , 17*3* 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
^ Commons of Great firitain, in Parliament alTembled, 
having, at the opening of this fellion, congratulated your Ma- 
jefty upon the concluiion of a peace, find ourfelves now undor 
equal obligations of duty to exprefs our thanktulnefs to your 
Majefty, fince we have been acquainted with the conditions 
and terms of it ; which by your great wifdom have been pro* 
cured, and by your gracious condefcenfion have been com- 
municated to us ; your Majefty ’s cxtenfive care hath not only 
provided for the fecurity, but the honour of your kingdoms \ 
and we ftiould be wanting in our concern lor both, if we 
fhould omit our juft acknowledgments for the particular rcj^^ards 
which your Majefty in this, as well as in other inftances, hath 
fhewn to them. 

The good foundation your Majefty hath laid for the interefts 
of your people in trade, by what you have done in the treaty 
of navigation and commerce with France, gives ns hopes oC. 
feeing it yet farther improved to the advantage of your king- 
doms : and we make it our humble requeft to your Majeftyi 
that you will be pleafed to appoint commifiaries to treat with 

' thofb 
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of France, for the adj lifting fiich matters as are ftill nc- 
ceffary to be fettled ; and that you will give fuch orders for the 
jperfeding the faid treaty, and explaining the fcveral parts of 
it, that an entire fcheme ot trade may be framed bctweeii Great 
Britain and France; which may fully anfwer, and make effec- 
tual, your Majedy’s gracious 'intentions for the good and wel- 
fare of your people. 


MeJJagt from her Afujfy to the Houfe of Commons^ 
June 25, 1713. 

Anne R. 

TJlER Majcfty thinks fit to acquaint her loyal Houfe of Com- 
mons with the difficulties, w^hich, in a particular manner, 
Ihe lies under by the debts contraded in her civil government, 
occafioned by feveral extraordinary expenfes formerly incurred ; 
fo that her Majefty thinks hcrfelf obliged, in juftice to many 
creditors, to order an eflimale to bc^Iaid before this Houfe of 
ivhat was owing on the civil lift in the year 1710. 

Her Majefty hath ufed unexampled parfimony to remove, 
if poflible, this burden from herfelf ; but the granting away, 
and lelfening, fome part of her revenue, by Parliament, has 
made that impradicable : therefore her Majefty hopes, that 
this Houfe of Commons, which, on all occafions, has ihewed 
themfelvcs fo well atfeded to her, will not be unwilling to 
impower her to raife fuch a fmn of money on the civil lift 
funds, as may enable her to dlfchargc the debts, and fettle the 
expenfe to be regularly paid for the future, 

Kenfington^ June 2 ^, 1713. 


Her Majfjifs Anfwer^ J^tie 27, I713. 
Gentlemen, 

T THANK you moft heartily for this addrefs ; wdiich fo fully 
expreffes your approbation of the treaties of peace and com> 
fnerce with France. 

It W3S wdth no fmall difficulty that fo great advantages in 
trade were obtained for. my fubjeds ; and 1 will readily com- 
ply with your defircs, in continuing my utmoll care to feciire 
benefits I have ftipulated for my people. 


Addref 
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Addrejs by the Houfe of Commons^ July 3, 1713. 

* Moft gracious Sovereign, 

T^E, your Wujefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fi.ojefls, the 
^ ^ Commons of Cireat Britain, in Parliament alfembled, 
having nothing fo juftly at our hearts as the honour and fafety 
of your moft facred perfon, and government, and the fccurity 
of th 5 proteftant fucceffion, do crave leave moft thankfully to 
acknowledge the great care which your Mujefty, in tenJernefs 
to your people, liath always taken to prevent the Pretender to 
your crown from being in a condition to difturb thefe realms ; 
and particularly, by the late treaty of guaranty with the States 
General, and the treaty of peace between your Majcfty and the 
French King; wherein, amoiigft other juft and neceifary pro* 
vilions for the fecurity of the proteftant fucceifion, it is ftipu- 
lated, that the Pretender to your Majefty’s crown (hall not be 
fuffered to refide in any of that King’s df)mini«ns. 

Your Majcfty wifely infifted upon.his removal from that 
.neighbouring kingdom ; and your faithful Commons are fo 
fully convinced ot tiie neceffity there is to remove him as far 
as poljible, that they cannot but exprefs to your Majefty rheif 
apprehenftons of the 'many dangers w^hich may accrue to youf 
Majefty, and to your kingdoms, from his relicJing in the terri« 
torics of the Duke of Lorraiii. 

We do iheiefore, out of the higheft duty and concern for 
the prefervalion of your royal perfon, aVid the quiet of your 
people, niull humbly befcech your Majcfty, that you will be 
•'plcafcd to life the moft fpeedy and prelling inltances wdth the 
Duke of Lorrain, and with all other princes and Rates in amity 
or correfpondence with your Majefty, that they will not, under 
any pretext vvhatfoever, receive, or fulFer to continue, within 
any of their dominions, that perfon who, in defiance of your 
Majefty’s moft undoubted title to the crown, and the fcttlement 
thereof on the illiiltrious houfe of Hanover, has aflumed the 
title of King of thefe realms : and we farther beg leave to 
affure your Majefty, that the Commons of Great Britain will, 
on all occafions, to the utmoft of their power, fupport your 
Majcfty in fuch fteps as lhall bo neceifary towards rendering 
thofe inftances eireftual, and your Majcfty fafe and eafy upoa^, 
your throne. 


mt 
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Her Afapjiy's Anfivcry July 9, 1713. 

Gentleman, 

1 TH \NK you heartily for your addrefs ; and I will give 
dire£lions a^ording as you dcfire. 


Her MajeJlyi moji gracious Speech, March 2, 171+* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I HAVE much fatisfaftion in being able, at the opening this 
Parliament, 10 tell you, that the ratifications of the treaties 
of peace, and of commerce with Spain, are exchanged \ by 
which my fubjeds will have greater opportumlies than ever to 
improve and extend their trade: many advantages, formerly 
enjoyed by connivance, and procured by fucli methods as 
made a diltiuftion between one BritKIi merchant and another, 
are now fettled by treaty, and an eqlial rule is eftablilhed. 

It has pleafed God to *blefs my endeavours to obtain an ho- 
nourable and advantageous peace for my own people, and for 
the greateft part of my allies : nothing which I can do (hall 
be wanting to render it univerfal : and I perfuadc myfelf, that, 
with your hearty concurrence, my interpofition may at lafl: 
prove effeflual to complete ihe fetilcmcnt of Europe. 

In the mean while, I congratulate with my own fubjeds, 
that they are delivered from a confuming land war ; and en- 
tered on a peace, the good ciFeds whereof nothing but intefiine 
divifions can obdriid. 

It was the glory of the w ifeft and greateft of my prcdeccftbrs 
to hold the balance of Europe ; and to keep it equal, by cafting 
in their weight, as ncccllity required : by this condud they 
enriched the kingdom, and rendered themfclves dreadful to 
their enemies, and ufeful to their friends: 1 have proceeded 
on the fame principle ; and I doubt not but my fucceftbrs will 
follow thefc examples. 

Our lituation points out to us our true intereft ; for this 
country can flouriih only by trade ; and will be moft formidable 
by the right application of our naval force. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I have ordered Aich accounts to be prepared, and laid before 
you, as will ftiew you, at the concluiioii of the war, the true 
(late of your condition ; whereby you will be belter able toi 
juclge what aids arc ncceftafy ; and 1 only a(k of you fupplies 
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for the current fervice of the year ; and for the difeharge; of 
fuch debts as you fliall find, on examination^ to be jutt and 
reafonabl^. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The joy which has been generally exprcHed on my recovery 
from my late inclifpofitiun, and on my coming to this city, I 
clleem as a return to that tender aiFedlion which I have always 
had for my people. 

I wi(h that cfFedual care had been taken, as I have often 
defired, to fimprefs thofe feftitious papers, and factions rumours, 
by v/hich deliVning men have been able to link credit, and the 
innocent haveVii&red. 

There are fomc who have arrived to that height of malice, 
as to infiniiate, yat the proicfiant fucceflion in the houfc of 
Hanover is in daiiger under my government, 

Thofe who g(7 about thus to dillraft the minds of mr'n with 
imaginary dangers, can only mean to diiturb tlTe prefent tran- 
quillity, and to bring real giifchiefs up»n us. 

After all 1 have done to fccure our .religion and your liber- 
ties, and to tranfmit both fafe to poileiiiy, 1 cannot mention 
thefe p/occedings without fomc degree of warmth ; and I mull 
hope, you will all agree with me, that attempts to weaken 
my authority, or to render the polleirion of the crown uneafy 
to me, can never be proper means to ftrengthen the proteftant 
fucceflion, 

I have done, and (hall continue to do, my bed for the good 
of all my fubjecls : let it be your endeavour, as it (hall be 
mine, to unite our diifcrcnccs, not by relaxing from thedri6left 
adherence to our conftitulion in church and (late, but by ob- 
ferving the laws yourfelves, and enforcing a due obedience to 
them in others. 

A long war lias not only impoverifhed the public, however 
ibme particular men may have been gainers by it, but has alfo 
greatly affeded government itfelL 

Let it be your care fo to improve the prefent opportunity, as 
to lay the foundation of recovering from thofe diforders? 

I had the concurrence of the laft Parliament in making the 
peace : let it be the honour of this, to aflift me in obtaining, 
fuch fruits from it, as may not only derive blefTings on the pre- 
fent age, but even down to lateft pofterity. 


Addrej^ 
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^dJrefs to her MajeJiy by the Houfe Commons^ March 4, 1714* 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majelty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
, ^ Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfcmbled, 
do, with all humility, return our fincere and hearty thanks for 
your Majefty’s moft gracious fpeech from the throne. 

Wc beg leave to allure your Majcfty, that as nothing could 
be more affliding to your people than the indifpolltion of the 
beft of Sovereigns, fo nothing has ever been an occafion of 
greater joy and fatisfadion to them than your Majelly’s late 
happy recovery. 

We congratulate your Majcfty on the coi>fclufion of the 
treaties of peace and commerce with Spain;, whereby your 
■ Majcfty is plcafcd to declare, that you hav*e procured new 
benefits to your fubjeds : but your royal car:; hath not been 
confined to yov.r own people, it hath been extended to all 
your allies: and your Majelty’s goodnefs muft be for ever ad- 
mired, that, notwithftanding any difeouragements you may 
have met with, you are plcafcd ftill to continue your endea- 
vours to make the peace uiiiverfal, and thereby to complete 
the fettlcincnt of Europe : and your faithful Commons will 
^ever be wanting in an hearty concurrence to affift your Majefty 
in all fuch meafurcs as your Majcfty fliall judge proper to finilh 
a delign fo great and fo glorious. 

Your Commons will, with all cheerfulncfs, grant fuch fiip- 
plies as are neceflary for the current fcrvicc, and for the dif- 
charge of fuch debts as arc juft and rcafonable : they can never 
fufficiently exprefs the fenfc they have of their happinefs, in 
being delivered from the calamities of a con fuming war : they 
-^ill, therefore, in duty to your Majefty, and in juttice to ihefe. 
tjicy reprefent, do all that is in their power, that the good ef- 
feds pf peace may not be obftruded by any inicftine divifions: 
ihey will, as far as in them lies, difappoint the dciigns of ma- 
licious and unreafonable men: they will, on all occalions, fhew 
their juft abhorrence of the licentious prafliccs in publifhing 
fcandalous papers, and fpreading feditious rumours : and, as 
your Commons will always fupport and maintain the proteftant 
jTucceflion in the houfe of Hanover, they cannot but be afto- 
nilhed at the malicious infinuations of any, who would fuggeft 
that fucccflion to be in danger under your Majefty’s moft an- 
fpicious government : for when we confider, that it is fecured 
by the grcatell obligations, civil and facred ; by a£lsof Parlia- 
ment, oaths, and treaties ; wc cannot but declare our entire 

acqiikfccnce 
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acquiefcence in Uiefe fecuritiec ; and muft look upon fuch in- 
finiiations to be groundlefs in themfelves, and affronting to your 
Majefty, and your government. 

And your Majefiy may depend, that your loyal Commons, 
will never be pievailed on, by any pretences vvliatfu v:v, to 
countenance attempts that may tend to weaken your Majelly's 
authority, and to render the poilcflion of the crown uneafy to 
you ; which can, only proceed from the rage of a difippoiiitcd 
faflion, and the fpiiit of rebellion. 


HenMnjijljs AnfwcVy Afarch 6, 1713. 
Gentlemen, \ 

^^HIS addrefs fo dutiful, and exprclTcs fo the fenfe of 
my loyal fublefts, that I efLeeni it a proof of the good 
choice they have ijade of you to reprefent them. 

I give you my !’ carry th uiks for • 

The contidciK'j you have in my afToftion, ^he abhorrence 
you declare ot e •irilicious inlimr^rioqs of thj proteftant fiic- 
ceflion being ht d mger und^r my vcrnm^i?* . an! yoi:r ac- 
quiefcence iij tfu p.cfent ftnirities ior it, arc / tv fuitahh* re- 
turns for the tci reg^o' ? h^vc al ways had for what con- 


cerns my people , ard v»'ill moll effcdually, by tlie blefling of 
God, unite the o.nids of my f» hjeds, anddifappoint the defigns 
of thofe who would diftuib^tlie prefent tranquillity. 


y^int Addrefs by^bolh Houjes, April 22, 17^4- 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

TJ^E, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Comi^ons, in Par- 
liament aflembled, beg leave to exprefs the juft fenfe which 
we have of your Majefty’s goodiiefs to your people, in deli- 
vering them by a fafe, honourable, and advantageous peace 
with France and Spain, from the heavy burden of a corifuming 
land war, unequally carried on, and become at laft impradi- 
cable : and we do moft earneftly intreat your M.^jefty, that 
you will be pleafed with the fame fteadinefs, notvvithflanding 
all the obllrudions which have been, or may be thrown in 
your way, to purfue fuch meafures as you (hall judge neceffary 
for Completing the fetilemcnt of Europe on the piinciples laid 
down by your Majcfty in your moft gracious fpeech from the 
throne. 


VoL. I. 


mr 
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Her AfajeJlfs Anjwcr^ April 26, 17I4«’ 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

•THE ftate of public affairs in Europe, and the neceflities of 
^ my own kingdoms, obliged me to enter in a negotiation 
of peace ; and, notwithftanding all obflni£lions and difficul- 
ties, I have, by the blelfing of God, brought it to a happy 
conclufion. ^ • 

I efteem this addrefs as the united voice of my affe'ffiorL*?*.:- 
and loyal fubjcfls ; and I return you all the hcortieft thanks 
‘which can be given by a Sovereign, who dcfire/J nothing more 
than to fee her people lafe and flourifhing. 


Speech by the Lord Chancellory AuguJ 5, I 7 H* 

My Lords qnd Geiitlcmen, 

TT having pleafcd Almighty God to take to himfcif our late 
moll gracious Queen, of blcllla' memory, we hope that no- 
thing has been omitted which might contribute to the fafety of 
thefc realms, and the prefervation of our religion, laws, and 
liberties, in this great conjunSurc ; as thefe invaluable Dleffings 
have been ftciircd to us, by thofe aels of Parliament wffiich 
hav^e fettled the fucceffion to thefe kingdoms in the mod illuf- 
trious houfe of Hanover, we have jugulated our proceedings by 
thofe iulcs which are therein preferibed. 

The privy council, foon after tlie demife of the late Qiieen, 
afll-mbled at St. James’s ; where, according to the faid ads of 
Parliament, the three inftruments w'cre produced and opened, 
which had been dcpofited in the hands of the Archbilhop of 
Canterbury, the Lord Chancellor, and the Refident of Brunf- 
wick : thofe who, either by their offices, or by virtue of thefe 
inftruments,' had the honout of being appointed lords juftices, 
did, in conjundlion with the council, immediately proceed to 
the proclaiming of our lawful and rightful Sovereign King 
George ; taking, at the fame time, the nccciTary care to main- 
tain the public peace. 

In purfuance of the ads bf.fore mentioned, this Parliament 
is now afTcmbled ; and we are perfuadcil, y(»ii all bring wdth 
you fo hearty a difpofition for his Majeily’s fcrvice, and the 
public good, that we cannot doubt of your alllflance in every, 
thing which may promote thofe great ends. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

We find it neceflary to put you in mind, that feveral 
branches of the public revenue are expired by the demife of 

her 
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her late Majefly ; and to recommend to yoif the making fuch 
provifions in that refpea, as may be requifite to fupport the 
honour and dignity of the crown : and we aifure ourfclves, you 
will not be wanting in any thing that may conduce to the 
eAabliihing and advancing of the public credit. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

We forbear laying before you any thing that does not re- 
quire your immediate confide rat ion ; not having received his 
iVr^ji^%= 4 ,qjjlearure : we fhall only exhort you, with the greateft 
•carneftnefs, >D a perfedf njfanimity, and a firm adherence to 
our Soverei^n\ intereft, as being the only means to continue 
among us our ^efent happy tranquillity. 


Addrefs hy we Houfe of Commons ^ Auguji 6, 1714. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, m 

TT 7 E, your Majefiy’s mpft dutiful and loyal fubjeSs, the 
Commons of Great Britain, iij Parliament aifembled, 
having a juft fenfe of the great lofs the nation has fuftained 
by the.dcath of our late Sovereign, Lady Qiieen Anne, of 
bleffed memory, humbly crave leave to condole with your Ma- 
jefty on this fad occafion. 

It would but aggravate onr forrow, particularly to enumerate 
the virtues of that pious and moft excellent princefs : the duty 
we owe to your Majcfty, and to our country, oblige us to 
moderate our grief, and heartily to congratulate your Majcfty 
acceflion to the throne ; whofe princely virtues give us a cer- 
tain profpeft of future happinefs in the fcciirity of our reli- 
gion, laws, and liberties ; and engage us to aifure your Ma- 
jefty, that wc will, to our iitmoft, fupport your undoubted 
right to the imperial crown of this realm, againft the Pretender, 
and all other perfons whatfoever. 

Your faithful Commons cannot but exprefs their impatient 
(lefire for your Majdlly’s fafe arrival and prefence in Great 
Britain. 

In the mean time, we humbly lay before your Majefty the 
unanimous refolution of this Houfe, to maintain the public 
credit of®the nation ; and efFeflually to make good all funds 
which have been granted by Parliament, for the fecurity of 
any money which has been, or fhall be advanced for the pub- 
lic fervice ; and to endeavour, by every thing in our powcr,i tq 
make your Majefty*s reign happy and glorious. 


Speech 
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Speech hy the Lord Chancellory Augujl 13, 1714# 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is with great fatisfmSlion we can now tell yon, that wc 
have this morning received a letter from llic King ; 
wherein his MajcHy is gracioufly pleafed to acquaint us, that 
his Majefty is hallcning hither to employ his utmolt care for 
putting ihefc kingtioms into a happy and floiiiifliing condition. 
He has commanded us, in the mean time, to cont*^»'e,^m' 
care of every thing that may con^i|»cc to the pe.'Ce and fafety 
of his dominions : and we are allured, that, this had re- 
quired his more immediate prcfcnce, he woit’J, without the 
leaft delay, have repaired hither for the flip lort of fo dutiful 
and faithful fubje£ls ; for his Majffly docs/ very particularly 
exprefs his great fatisfai^iion in the loyally a; id alfedion which 
liis people have univerfully rtievvn upon his l/lajtlly’s acccflioii 
to the crow'n. ^ 

At the opening thisr fclTion, we did not mention to yoy the 
apprehenfiuns vve then had, from llie fmallnefs of the fum at 
that time advanced, that ilie lottery would nut he full \ being 
defirous, in the hrft place, to try to make it cfFedlual in the 
mann.r the Parliament had eftablilhed it : but wc are obliged 
now to acquaint you, that all our endeavours have failed of the 
defircd I’ucce though the coniribuiioiis have been thereby 
con fide r a b I y i iic r e a led . 

We mull therefore earncftly recommend to you. Gentlemen 
•of the Houfe of Comnions, to take tiiis into your coniiduration ; 
and to give Inch fuithcr encouragement as you (hall think pro- 
per, for railing the whole fum which was intended, and is ab - 
foliitely necellkry for carrying on the fervice of the year. 


Speech hy the Lord Chancellor y Auguji 21, 1714* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, • 

TT^E cannot but exprefs our grcaleft fatisfadlion, and, in his 
^ ^ Majefty’s name, return you thanks tor the convincing 
proofs which you have given in this fcllion of }our duty and 
affedlioii to his Majefty, and of your zeal for his* govern- 
ment. 

We muft particularly thank you, Gentlemen of the Houfe 
of Commons, for the aids which you have granted to his Ma- 
jefty, for the better fupport of the honour ot the crown, and 
for preventing any difappointment in the fupplics given in the 
laft folliun for the fcrvice of this year : you may be allured, 

' 3 ■ that 
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that the unanimity, the che^rfulncfs, and ^hc tiifpatcli Viih 
which you have proceeded in granting liicfc aid';, will render 
them yet more acceptable to his Majcfty ; and you may depend 
upon our making a t'aiihiiil reprcfeniatioii thereof to him. 

My Lords and Gent! men, 

All nccc.Tary bulinefs being now happily concluded, it will 
be proper for us to pul a fpcedy end to this feilion : we think 
fit at | 5 iefejit, in his Majeiiy's name, to dciire you foilhwilh 
to adjourn yourlclvcs until Wcdnt.fday next. 


H/s A^aj€jiy'\Anf'iX:er to the Lijl Addrejty Au^uji 25, 17I4» 
George ilEx\ 

■^OUR dutiful nnd loyal addicL is very acceptable to me. 

^ The unanimity and afiedion rny CoLumons have (hewrx 
i*pon my acccflion to tlie crown, arc inoft agri^^able inftances 
and pledges of their fidelity to me. I have a jiiil fenfe of your 
inexprelTible lots by the dc^tli of your late Sovereign. You 
may be aliuftd of my conftant cadcavo*urs to fccure to you the 
full enjoyment of your religion, laws, and liberties ; and that 
it will always be my aim to make y<^ an happy and flourifli- 
ing people ; to which your refolution to maintain the public 
credit of the nation wdll greatly contribute. 1 am halicning 
to you, according to your earnell defirc, and the juft expedia- 
tioiis of my people. 

Speech by the Speaker ^ March 21, 17 ^ 5 * 

May it plcafc your Majefty, 

'^HE Commons of Greaf Britain, in Parliament aflTembled, 
have, in obedience to your Majefty’s command, pro«'eeded 
to the choice of their Speaker ; and now attend, with all hu- 
mility, to prefent me to your Majefty, as the etfed of that 
choice. 

It muft be very furprifing to your Majefty, that from an\pngft 
fo many honourable, learned, and worl'ny peifons, wdio are 
every w^ay qualified to difeharge this great trull, any thing could 
induce your Commons to prefent me for your M^jefty’s ap- 
probation, who have none of thofe endowunents neceiiary for 
the execution of tliis important charge : I have neither me- 
mory to retain, judgment to colled, nor fkill to guide their 
debates ; nor can I boaft of any thing that could intitlc me to 
the favour of the Commons, but an unfliakcn fidelity to the 
proteftant fuccellion ; this, Sir, to yoitr ^^aithful Commons, 

I i 3 fupplied 
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fuppficd the want of all qualifications : by this firft ftep, they 
defign to convince the world, that a fteady adherence to the 
iniereft of your Majefly’s royal hoiife is the only recommen- 
dation to the favour of your Commons : this, your Commons 
hope, may be fome exciife for their prefuining to prefent to 
your Majefty a perfon, whofc infufficiency rendered him fo 
improper for them to eledl, or for your Majeily to approve : 
but though your Majelty may be gracioully pleafed to allow 
this as a jufHfication for your Commons, yet 1 Ihould be un- 
pardonable, did I not, with all humility, reprefe.nt-rt<>y^vmir^ 
Slajtily, that though my zeal be great, my kitirmities are 
greater ; this employment requires a man of better underlland- 
ing and ftronger judgment than I am malicjL’of ^ and 1 am, 
therefore, an humble fuitor to your Maje(3y to accept my 
cxcufe, and to command the knights, citizc is, and burgefles, 
to return to their Houfe, and there to mak c choice of fome 
filter perfon to difeharge the great irufl, on ''ihe due execution 
whereof the public welfare fo much depends. ♦ 


Then the Lord Chancellor, taking direftions from^is Majcfty, 

faid; 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

1 AM to acquaint you, by his Majcfty ’s command, that his 
Majefty is perfedly well fatisfied with the choice you have 
made of Mr. Compton to be your Speaker ; and therefore his 
Majefty doth allow of, and confirm you, Mr. Compton, to be 
Speaker of the Houfe of Commons. 


Then Mr. Speaker faid : 

^^HAT, fince it is not your Majefty’s pleafure to admit my 
excufc, it is my duty to fubmir, and cheer ully to undergo 
this burden, which your Majefty and the Commons have 
been pleafed to lay on me ; having an entire confidence in 
your Majefty’s goodnefs for pardon for my errors and infirmi- 
ties ; at leaft, that they may not be imputed to your faith- 
ful Commons: on whofe behalf 1 lay claim, by humble pe- 
tition to your Majefty, to all their ancient rights and privi- 
leges, particularly, that they may have privilege from arrefts 
and difturbance, for their perfons, eftates, and fervants ; li- 
berty of fpeech, for the better management of their debates ; 
and free accefs to your Majefty’s royal perfon, as occafion 
fiiali require. 


Then 
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Then ihc Lord Chancellor, ^eccivinc; further direflions from 
his Majelly, laid : 

*Mr. Speaker, 

T AM commanded by his Majefly to fay, that his Majcfty, 
being fully allured of the prudence, loyalty, and good af- 
feftions of the Hoiifc of Commons, dpcs molt willingly grant 
to them all their privileges, in as full a manner as they h.ave 
at any lime been granted, or allowed, by any of his Majeity's 
rdy 'I- ^'i^elTors. * « 

And, as t^^what you have pj-ayed in relation to yourfcif, 
his Majelly wyl be gracioully pleafed to put the bed and mod 
favourable coniumltion upon your words and actions in the 
cxcculion of thisWreat triid, as Speaker of the Iloufe of Com* 
mons ; being faiislied, by your pad condmil:, of your good 
intentions and zerll for his fervice, and the true intcrcll of your 
country, and of your experience and abilities in the bufincfs of 
Parliaments, • 


His Majejiy s moji gracious Speech^ March 23, 1715* 

My Lords and Cjcntlcmen, 

•T^HIS bring the lud opp'jrtuiiity I have had of meeting my 
people in Parliaiv.ent, fince it pleated Almighty God, of 
Ills good p’-ovidcrijc, to call me to the throne of my anccdors, 
I mod gladly make ufe of it, to thank my faithful and loving 
fubjeds for that 7xal and iirmncfs that hath been Ihewn in 
defence of the proiedant fuccedion, againd all the open and fe- 
cret pradices that have been ufed to defeat it : and I (hall never 
forget ?he obligations I have to thofe who have didinguiflicd 
thcmfcivcs upon this occafion. 

It were lo be wifhed, that the unparalleled fuccefTes of a 
war,* w'hich was fo wifely and cheerfully fupported by this na- 
tion, in order to procure a good peace, had been attended with 
a fuitable conch. fion : but it is with concern I mud tell you, 
that fome conditions, even of this peace, ellential to the ft- 
curity and trade of Great Britain,^ are not yet duly executed ; 
and the performance of the whole may be looked upon as pre- 
carious, until v/c (hall have formed dcfenfive alliances to gua- 
rantee the prefent treaties. 

The Pretender, who dill refidcs in Lorrain, threatens to 
didurb us, and beads of th^ aflidance which he dill experts 
here, to repair his former difappointments, 

Ii4 A great 
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A great part of^our trade is rendered imprafticable; this, if 
not retrieved, muft deftroy our 'manufadturcs, and ruin our 
navigation. 

The public debts are very great, and fiirprilingly increafed, 
even fince the fat il ceffation of arms : my firft care was, to 
prevent a farther incrcafe of thefc debts, by*pa)ingofF forth- 
with a great number of ftiips which had been kept in pay, when 
there was no occafion for continuing fuch an expenfe. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons. *' 

I rely upon /on for fuch fupj^lies as the p re 
ftanccs of our alFaiis require for this year’s fe|^ice, and for 
the fupport of the public faith : the eiliinatcs flyill be laid be- 
fore you, that you may confidcr of them ; ancLVhat you fhall 
judge neceifary for your fafety, I (hall think fiijScient for mine. 

1 doifbt not but you will concur with me in opinion, that 
no'iiing can contribute more to the fupport! of the credit of 
the nation, than a ftridl obfervance of all pi^rliamentary en- 
gagements. 

The branches of the; revenue formerly granud for the fup-’ 
port of the civil government are fo far cncuiubertd and alien- 
ated, that the piodiice of the funds which icmain, and have 
been granted to me, will fall much Ihoit of what was at tirft 
defigp.ed, for maintaining tlic honour and dignity of the crown : 
and fince it is my happtnefs, as I am confident you think it 
your’s, to fee a Pnnee of Wales, who may, in due time, 
fuccecd me on the throne ; and to fee him bleUld with many 
children, the beft and moll valuable pledges of our care and 
concern for your profpcriiy ; this mufl occafion an expenfe to 
which the nation has not of many years been accuilomed ; but 
fuch as furtly no man will grudge: and therefore I do not 
doubt but you will think of it with that affeftion which I have 
reafon to hope for from you. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The eyes of all Eurv^pe are upon you, waiiing'the ilTud of 
this firft fellicn: let no unhappy di\ifions of parties here at 
home divert you from puii'uing the cc'mmon intereft of your 
country ; let no wdeked infinuations difquiet the minds of my 
fnbje6ls : the eilabJifhed coyilitiition in church and ftate fhall 
be the rule of my government ; the happinefs, eafe, and prof- 
'perity^ of my people, fhall be the chief care of my life: thofc 
who ailill me in carrying on thefe ineafures, 1 fhall alw^ays efteem 
my btft friend' : and 1 doubt not, but that I fhall be able, 
iviih your alTifta? ce, to difappoint the defigns of thofe who 
would deprive n^e of that blefling which I moft value, the af- 
fediou of my people. 

- . Addrefs 
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Addrcfs by the Houfe of t^ommons^ March 2 *715- 
\Mofl gracious Sovereign, 

^OUR Majtfty’s mofl dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the Com- 
nions of Great Britain, in Parliament aifemblcd, return 
your Majefty their unfeigned thanks for your molt gracious 
fpecch from the throne. 

’Tis*\\ith incxprelliblc joy that we approach your Majefty, 
pcicrabW fcated upon the throne of your royal anceftors ; and 
being thoroughly fenfiblc of the many open and fecrct practices 
that have, of late years, been ufed to defeat the proteftant fuc- 
ceflion, wc cannot fullicicntly adore the Divine Providence that 
fo feafonably interpofed and faved this nation, by your Majef- 
ty’s happy acccllion to the crown. 

Your taithful Commons receive with the higheft gratitude 
your moll; gracious allurances, that the eftablifhed conftitution 
in church and ftate lhall be the rule of your gd^ernment ; and 
the iafety, eafe, and profperity of youi people, the chief care 
of your life ; wc arc fenfible of your; good nefs, exprelfed to 
thofe who have diHinguilhcd thcmfelves by their zeal and. 
lirmnt fs for the proteftant fuccellion ; and as wx doubt not but 
the v\i(dom and fteadinefs of your government will unite the 
hearts of all your faithful fubjeds in duly and alFedion to your 
facred perfon, fo we moft humbly beg leave tPalfure your Ma* 
jelly, that we not only highly relent the wicked inlinuations 
ufed to diftjuict the mincK of your fubjeds ; but are refolved, 
to the utmoll of our power, to fupprefs and extinguilh that 
^ evil dffpofilioii ;hat is Hill at work to deprive your Majefty of 
the alfedions of your people. 

We are fen fibly touched, not only with the difappointment, 
but with the reproach brought upon the nation, by the unfuiU 
able conclufion of a war which was carried on at fo vail an ex- 
penfe, and v/as attended with fuch unparalleled fuccelTes ; but 
as that dilhonour cannot, in jullice, be imputed to the whole 
nation, fo we firmly hope and believe, that through your 
Majefty ’s great wifdom, and the faithful endeavours of your 
Commons, the reputation of thefc your kingdoms, will, in due 
time, be vindicated and reftnred. 

We are under allonilhment to find, that any conditions of 
the late peace, effential to the fecurity and trade of Great Bri- 
tain, Ihould not yet be duly executed ; and that care was not 
taken to form fuch alliances as might have rendered that peace 
not precarious : and as no care (hall be wanting in your loyal 
Commons to inquire into thefe fatal mifearriages, fo we entirely 
rely on your Majefty’s wifdom, iq enter into fuch alliances as 
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you ffiall judge neo^fTary to preferve the peace of Europe ; and 
we faithfully promifc to enable yo6r Majefty to make good all 
fuch engagements. 

with jufl reftnlment we obferve, that the Pretender fliK 
refides in Lorrain ; and that he has the prefumption, by decla- 
rations from thence, to ftir up your Majedy’s fubjedlslo rebel- 
lion ; but that which raifes the iitmott indignation of your 
Commons is, tlmt it appears therein, that his hopes were built 
upon the menfures that had been taken for fomc lime in 
Sreat Britain : it iliaii be our buhnefs to trace out thofc 
meafurcs whereon he placed his hopes, and tobring^hc authors 
of them to condign punifhmcnt. ^ 

Your Commons arc under the deepeft concern, that a great 
part of our trade is rendered impractjcable, w hich, if not re- 
trieved, mull dcllroy our manufadurc?, and ruin our naviga- 
tion : but though vveare too fcnfiblc of thofe fatal confcqueiices, 
we are not yet without hopes, that your Majefty *s great wdf- 
-'dom, by the ali' fiance of your Commons, iifay find means to 
extricate your people fi;om their prefent dilHcullLs. 

The blcflings derived to ib.cfc n'aiioiis fioin your Majefly's 
auspicious reign, are not confined to the prefent rimes : we 
have a profpcdl of future and lading happinefs entailed upon 
your people, by a long fucccflion of your royal progeny : and, 
as this is a blefling which thefe kingdoms have a long time 
wanted, fo they fpuUl never hope to have feen it fo well fup- 
plied, as in the perfoii of his royal highnefs the Prince of Wales 
and his ifliie : your faithful Commons fliall therefore think it 
their duty to enable your Majefly to fupport the dignity of the 
crown, and to make an honourable piovilioii for -the royal 
&mily. 

The furprifing increafe of the public debts, even fince all 
thoughts of carrying on the war w^ere laid afide, fliall not dif- 
coiirage us from granting fuch fupplics as fliall be necefl'ary for 
the fervice of this year, and fitr the fupport of the public faith : 
and we do entirely concur with your Majefty in opinion, that 
nothing can contiibute more towards preferving the credit of 
the nation, than a ftridl obfervance of all parliamentary engage- 
ments, which we arc firmly rcfolved, upon all occafions, in- 
violably to maintaim 


His MajeJly 5 Jnfwer^ March 26, 1715^ 
Gentlemen, 

T THANK you for the many kind afluranccs you have given 
^ me in your dutiful and loyal addrefs. 

. No endeavours fliall be wauling on my part to promote your 
true intereft, and to endear mjftlf to all my people 5 and I 

will 
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will depend on your zeal an^afeaion to ddTeat all evil defigns 
sShat may tend to difquiet the minds of my people, and diilurb 
tie tranquillity of my government. 


/r<?w hh Majejiy^ June 2 ^^ 

George Rex. ^ 

TJISMajeily having received an addrefs from the comniif- 
fioners appointed for ljuilding hfty new churches in and 
about the cities of London and Weftininilcr, and fuburbs 
thereof, rcpreftniing how difficult they ffnd it to proceed in 
perfecting the eftabliihincnt of fuch churches, for want of a 
due maintenance for the minifters who are to attend the fervicc 
of the fame ; and praying him to recommend it to the care and 
wiidom of tiie Parliament to provide fuch maintenance, that 
this good work^ may not be rendered inefFcdual for want of 
fuch a provifion: lus Majelty does moll heanijr recommend it 
to this Houfe, to confider 9! the beft means for felling fuch a 
maintenance as may bung this pious, delign to pertettion, for 
the honour of the church of England, and the advancement of 
our holy religion. 


Addrefs by tlfg Houfe of Commons ^ yuly ii, 1715* 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefly’s moft dutiful and loyil fubjefls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aircmbled^ 
having, with the utmoft fatisfadion receive! your Majefty's 
gracious melTagc, recommending to us the providing a main- 
tenance for the minifters, who are to attend the fervice of the 
fifty new churches intended to be erec ed in and about the cities 
of London and Weftminder, and the fuburbs thereof, beg 
leave to alFure your Majcfty, that we will, with all cheerful- 
nefs, fet about the making fuch a proviiion as (hall fully anfwcr 
your Majeffy’s pious intentions, and the wants of fo many of 
the inhabitants of your two great and populous cities. 

It is very graletul to your obedient Commons to be employed 
in a work that is fo much for the honour of the church of Eng- 
land, and the advancement of our holy religion, and that comes 
recommended by fo gracious a fovereign ; who, ever lince his 
happy acceilion to the throne, has taken all occafions to exprefs 
a great and tender concern for the fupport of our excellent 
conftitution, both in church and (late^and the good order and 
welfare of his fubjeds. 
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As we (Irall always be ready tq.do our parts towards the at- 
taining ihcfe great ends, in every thing that comes before us- 
fo we triift that this good work in particular, which your Mu* 
jefty has fo much at heart, will bring down the ble fling of God 
upon all your undertakings, and be a means of promoting the 
quiet and peace, as it cannot but add to the glory, of your 
reign. • . . 

May your Majefty live not only to fee It accompli died, but 
lo enjoy “the fruits of your piety, in a long aiul prosperous 
reign over a religious, aiid orderly, and obedient, and thankful 
people! 


• His Mjjc fly's July 13, 1715. 

Gentlemen, 

T THANK you for the juft concern exprefled in this ad- 
drefs for our'tjxcellent conftitution both in cnurch and ftate, 
and for the alfilfanccs )kju give me of promoting fo good and 
pious a defigti: I coiiUl not cxpecl Icfs Irom a Hoiifc of Com- 
mons which hath given fo majiy proofs of their atfcilion to 
me and my government. 


Addrefs to his by the Iloufi of (fommofs'y July iS, 1715* 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

W E, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
Commons, in I-arli:urer'.t aiTcmVdotl, l^ing Ijighly con- 
cerned at the continued endeavour., of the enemies of your 
perfon and governtiieiu lo diilurb the tranquillity and happi- 
nefs of your kingdoms, and to deprive your people of the 
great bleilings they enjoy under your anfpicious reign ; and it 
having appeared to us that, hy lire encoiiragcmenl and the falfe 
and traitcroiis infnuiations of perfons difatFeftcd to your title 
and government, great numbers of your poor deluded fub- 
jeSs have been prevailed upon, in many parts of the king- 
dom, to affembie together, and, in a tumuluious and rebel- 
Jrous manner, to commit great diforders, and do great injuries 
to others of their fellow fubje^ls and fellow proteftants ; we 
think it our ijidifpcnfable duty, on this occalion, to exprefs 
pur utmoft abhorrence of all fuch traitcrous proceedings, and 
our higheft refenlmcnt againft the authors and promoters of 
them ; and to renew to YOur Majefty the hearty and vigorous 
jcfolulions of your faithfti Commons to fupport your Majefty 
and your go\cnimcnt againft all your open and fecret ene- 
mies; 
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mics; and to contribute th<4utmofl iu owf power to the ho- 
nour and faftty of your facred perfon, and the quiet and fe- 
ffiirity of your government. 

^ And, to that end, we crave leave moft humbly to befeech 
your Majcfty, that you will be gracioiilly pleafed to give 
diredlions to the fevcral magi Pirates throughout your king- 
dom, that the la as now In force may be put in a fpeedy and 
in thc^ moit vigorous execution, againll all fuch perfons as 
ihall be found any way concerned in the rebellious and tumul- 
tuous riots and diforders w^ich have been cor^mitted, and are 
now carrying on, by peifons difalle^Sled to your Mujefty and 
your government ; and that a ilri^l inquiry maybe made, to 
difeover the authors and promoters of them, fo as they may be 
brought to condign punilhment. 

And it being apparent, that the neglect or mifbehaviour of 
many julUces of peace, ainl other niagidralcs, have given 
great encou.rageytent to the fa-d oiforders, we crave leave, in 
all humility, to befeech your Majcd) , tlrat an^accuunt may be 
taken of fuch julHccs of pea^e as*ha\e lailul in the dif- 
charge of their duty on thefe occaPons; and that fuch of them 
as fliall appear to your Maicity to leave negici^ed their duty, 
may bv* foithwith put out (d the ceai.n'illiorjs of the peace; 
and (hat fuch other magilir;ncs as fiiall likc'aife appear to your 
Ma jelly to Itavc negledcd their duty therein, may be proceeded^ 
againd with the utmod rigour of the law. 

And as your loyal Coma nm are fully alfurcd, that, by the 
wifdom atul dcadinefs of your auminidration, the feeptre in 
your royal hand will foon becoiue a tenor to all thofe w'ho, by 
open or fecret p radices, fliall any v/ay abet the enemies of 
your perfon or government; fo, from oi:r moft dutiful regard 
to your Majedy, and m judicc to thofe of your fubjeds, who, 
for their zeal and firm adherence to your Majedy aijd your go- 
vernment, have been fulferers in the faid tumultuous and trai- 
terous diforders, wc do mod humbly befeech yoi^r Majedy, 
that you will be mod graciouily plcafcd to give diredions, 
that an exad account may be taken of the lodes and damages 
which any of your fubjeds have fiidained by reafon of the 
faid tumultuous and rebellious proceedings; and that the fuf- 
ferers may have full coinpcnfation made them for their da- 
mages; your faithful Cenmons mod humbly aiduring your 
I\^ajedy, that all expenfes which lliall be incurred on that' 
account (hall be made good to your Majedy out of the next 
aids that (hall be afterwards granted by Parliament. 

And, for the fecurity of your facred perfon, and the quiet- 
ing the minds of your faithful fubjeds, tve do further moft 
humbly advife your Majedy, that you will be gracioufly 

plqafed 
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pleafed to give o/ders, that thep inagiftrates throughout the 
kingdom, in their fcvcral Nations, do fpecdily and effedually 
put the laws in execution againit papifts and nonjurors. n 


Hh MajeJlfs Anfwer^ July 1715* 

Gentlemen, 

T THANK you heartily for your addrefs, and the many 
marks of zeal and afFcflion which you exprefs for my 
honour and fafefy, and the fecurity of the kingdom. 

I will give immediate dire£tions for putting in execution 
the feveral matters which you fo juftly recommend to me; 
and as I am fefolved on all cccafions to follow the advice of 
my Parliament, fo I have no doubt but that, by the blcfling of 
Almighty God, and your feafonable and vigorous affiftancc, I 
^ihall foon be enabled cfFeftually to fupprefs that fpirit of. re- 
bellion which h fo induftrioufly fomented among us, and to 
eftablilh the peace and profperity of my people. 


His Majejiy*s mojl gracious Speech^ July 20, 1715- 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^HE zeal you have (hewn for preferving the peace of my 
kingdoms, and your wifdom in providing fo good a law 
to prevent all riotous and tumultuous proceedings, give me 
great fatisfadion ; but I am forry to find that fuch a fpirit of 
rebellion has difeovered itfelf,* as lewes no room to doubt but 
thefe difordcrs are fet on foot and encouraged by perfons difaf- 
feded to my government, in expedlation of being fupported 
from abroad. 

The prefervation of our excellent conftitution, and the fe- 
curity of our holy religion, has been, and always fliall be, my 
chief care ; and I cannot queftion but your concern for thefe 
invaluable bleflings is fo great as not to let them be expofed to 
fuch attempts as I have certain advices are preparing by the 
Pretender from abroad, and carrying on at home by a reftlefs 
party, in his favour. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

In thefe circumftances, I think >t proper to afk your 
ance, and make no doubt but you will fo far confult your own 
fafety as not to leave the nation, under a rebellion aSually 
begun at home, and threatened with an invafion from abroa.I, 
in a dcfencelefs condition; and I fliall look upon the provifion 
• ' you 
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you fhall tnake for the fafet)iof my people the befl: mark of 
>^our afFcdlion to me. 


Mejfagc from bh MajcJiy^ Aiiguji 30, 1715. 

George R. 

TJ’IS^Majefty has been pleafcd to direft, that letters patents 
be prepared for granting to the Prince of Wales one hun- 
dred thoufand pounds pcr^anmimy out of the civil lift reve- 
nues, for tl'.e fiipport of himfclf and his family; and likewife 
for granting filtj; thoufind pounds per annuniy together with 
Somerfet Hoiife, to the Priiicefs of Wales, for her jointure, 
in cafe fhe (hall furvivc the Prince; but it not being in his 
Majefty*s power to extend this provifion to the Princefs be- 
yond his own life, his Majcfiy hopes that you will think it 
reafonable 10 enuble him to make this provilign for the Prin- 
cefs certain and fecurc to htr, during the term of her own 
life. • 


■His moji gt actons Speech^ September 21 ^ 17 * 5 * 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM peifuacicd you arc all, by this time, very dcfirous of 
fomc rccefs ; and that it cannot be deferred longer without 
great inconvenience to your private affairs. 

But, before I can pari with you, I muft return you my 
moll fincere thanks for ^your having tinilhed, with lb much 
wifdom and unanimity, ^Iiat I recommended to your care; 
and particularly I muft thanl^ you, Gentlemen of the Houfe 
of Commons, for the provifion you have made, as well . for 
the fupport of the honour and dignity of the crown, as for 
the other neceffary occafions of the public; efpecially for 
your having done it by means fo little burdenfome to my peo- 
ple, which, I alfure you, recommends the fupplies to me 
above any other circumftance whaifoever. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The open and declared rebellion which is now aftually be- 
gun in Scotland muft convince all, who do not wifh to fee us 
given up into the hands of a popifti Pretender, of the dangers 
to which we have been and are Hill expofed. I thought it in- 
cumbent upon me to give you the earlieft notice of the defigns 
our enemies; and” I cannot fufEciently commend the zeal 
and difpatch with w'hich you impowered me, at a time when 
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the nation was in fo naked and defcncclcfs a condition, to 
make fuch preparations as I Ihould think ncccirary for oiir 
ciirily. You ihall have no rcafon to repent of the trull ana 
confidence you repofe in me, which I iliall never ufc to a/y 
other end than for the protection and welfare of my people. 

It was fcarcc to be imagined that any of my protcltanl fub- 
jefts, who have known and enjoyed the benefits of our excel- 
lent conlli union, and have heard of tlic great dangei;s they 
were wonderfully delivered from by the happy revolution, 
ihould, by any arts and management, be drawn into meafnres 
that muft at once deftroy their religion and liberties, and fub- 
jefl: them lo popery and arbitrary power; but fuch has been 
our ndiforlunc, that too many of my people have been de- 
luded, and made inflrumcntal to the Pretender’s defigns, who 
bad never d^red to think of invading us, or raifing a rebellion, 
had he not been encouraged by the fuccefs his ciniifaries and 
adherents have ^rcady had in flirring up riots j^ncl tumults, and 
by the farther hopes they entertain ot raifing infurreftions in 
many parts of my kingfloms. • 

The endeavouring to perfuade my people that the church of 
England is in danger under my government has been the main 
artifice employed in carrying on this wicked and traitenous dc- 
lign. This infinuaiion, after the folemn alfurances I have 
given, and my having laid hold on all opportunities to do 
every thing that may tend to the advantage of the church of 
England, is both unjuft and ungrateful nor can I believe fo 
groundlcfs and malicious a calumny can make any imprellion 
upon the minds of my faithful fubjedls; or that they can be fo 
far milled as to think the church of^ England is to be fecured 
by fetting a popifli Pretender on the dironc. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, * 

The proofs tliis Parliament has given of their unfliaken duty 
jind affedlion to me, and of their love and zeal for the intereft 
of their country, wdll recommend you to the good opinion and 
eileem of all who have their religion and liberty truly at 
heart, and has laid a lading obligation upon me; and I quef- 
tion not but, by your farther ailillance in the fcvcral countries 
to which you are going, with the blcfting of Almighty God, 
who hath fo frequently interpofed in favour of this nation, I 
ihall be able to difappoint and defeat the defigns of our ene- 
mies. 

Our meeting again to do bufinefs early in the next winter, 
will be ufcful on many accounts ; particularly, that the lilting 
of Parliaments may be again brought into that feafon of the 
year which is moll convenient; and that as little delay iiiay be 

given 
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givvn as is 'polTiblc to your judicial procccdii^gs : and 1 (hall, at 
prtifciit, fnch orders rii?y Lord Chanct liv/r, as may not put 
it loii^ out of iiiy power to meet you on any fuddv ii ocealion. 


Speech by the Speaker cf the iioujo. of Commons y Oblober 6, 1715 . 

Moil i;rai i -us Sovereign, 

X/ OOiv jcily's moildulilul and loyal liihjce^s, the knighls, 
c i/, an j burgeifcs, \a Parliaiin ni allcinbled, have 
now Imil \ tlic I'-ipplics gnmied to your Majclly for the fer- 
\ ice of ll.i p efent year. Your Commons had much fooner 
oflered th.ck- i'lipplics to your Majefty, had not their zeal fur 
yciiv Mcijeiiy’s fervicc, and ih.e duty they owed tliuir country, 
led them iinu inquiries rich have drawn this fcHioiis to an un- 
ufual Icngih, 

Hut your Commons could not fee, witliout the utmofl in- 
digiyilion, the glories of her late Majcfly’s i*eig» larniflicd by a 
treacherous ccifation of arms; the fai^h of treaties violated ; 
that ancient probity, for wRich the Enghlh nation had been 
juftly renowned throughout all ages, expofed to fcorn and con- 
tempt ; and the trade of the kingdom given up by infidious 
and precarious treaties of commerce ; whilh: the people, amufed 
with new worlds explored, were contented to fee the molt ad- 
vantageous branches of their commerce in Europe loft or 
betrayed. 

Such was the condition of the kingdom, when it pleafed the 
Divine Providence to call your Majefty to the throne of your 
anceftors, under whofc aulpicious reign your Commons, with 
pleafurc, behold the glories of the Plantagcncts, your Ma- 
Jelly’s royal anccflors, revive ; and have an unbounded profpedl 
of the continuance of this happinefs, even to the lateft pofterity, 
in a race of princes lineally defeended from your Majefty. 

And that nothing might be wanting on the part of your Com- 
mons to eflablifli your Majefty’s throne on folid and lading 
foundations, they have applied themfelves, with unwearied 
diligence, to vindicate the honour of the Britifti nation, and to 
reftorc a mutual confidence between this kitigdom and its an- 
cient and faithful allies, by deteifting the authors of thefe per- 
nicious couiifcls, and the aAors in thefe treacherous deligns, in 
order to bring them to juflice by the judgment of their peers, 
according to the law of the land, and the ufage of Parlia- 
ment. ' 

It was not to be expefted but that the enemies to the nation's 
p?ace would ufe their utmoft endeavours to obftruft your Com- 
mons in thefe inquiries ; but dcfpairing of any fuccefs in the 

VoL. I. K k repre- 
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reprefentative body of the kingdom, they fomented tumulis 
among the dregs of the people at home, and fpirited up the 
Pretender from abroad. This gave your faithful Commons 
frclh opportunities of (hewing their affcdlion to your Majefty’s 
pcifon, and their (ideliiy to your government, by their unani- 
111 ' )us concurrence in granting fuch fiipplics as were nccefTary to 
difuppoint the one, and by their palling fuch laws as were 
neccHary to fupprefs the other ; and in every refpedf to ex- 
prefs their abhorrence of a popilh Pretender, concerning'»whotn 
nothing remains unfulpedlcd, but his bigotry to fuperftition. 
and his haired to our holy religion ; for the advancement of 
which, your Majefty has expreircd your pious care, by recom- 
mending to your Commons the providing a maintenance for 
the miniders who arc to officiate in the new churches. Tliis 
your Commons readily complied with, .trii fling that the prayers 
there offered to the Almighty will bring clown a bleffingon all 
your Majerty’s undertakings ; and not doubting but the doc- 
trines there tav.ght, will be a means to fectre the quiet of 
your kingdoms, and the obedience oC your people. 

'J"hc revenues let apart for the ufes of the civil government 
your Commons found fo much entangled with mortgages and 
anticipations, tliat what remained was far from being fufficieni 
to fupport the honour and dignity of the crown : this your 
Commoits took into ferious con fide rati on *, and being truly 
fenlible, that, on your Maj c 11 y’s great nefs the happinefs of your 
fubjedls entirely depends, they have put the civil revenues into 
the fame (late in which they were granted to your Majefty’s 
glorious prcdcceiror King William, of immortal memory ; 
and thereby eiuiultd your Majefty to make an ample provilion 
for tiic Prince of Wales, wffiofe herd c virtues are the heft fecu- 
rity of your Majefty *s throne, as Ins other perfonal endow- 
ments are the joy of all your faithful fubjedls. 

I Ihoiild but ill difeharge the truft repofed in me by the 
Commons, did 1 not lay before your Majefty with what cheer- 
fulnefs they received your Majefty’s gracious intentions for her 
royal highnefs the Princcls ; and with how much rcadinefs and 
unanimity they enabled your Majefty to fettle a revenue fuit- 
ablc to the dignity bf a Princefs, whofe piety and fteady adhe- 
rence to the proteftant religion is the glory of the prefent age, 
and will be the admiration of all future generations. 

May it pleafe your Majel-.v, 

The bills which the Commons have prepared to complete 
the fupplies for this year’s fervicc, and for the other purpofes I 
have mentioned, arc feverally intituled, 

Am 
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An aft to enable bis Maje^y to fettle a revenue for Aipporting 
the dignity of her royal highncfs, in cafe Ihe fhall furvive his 
royal highnefs the Prince of Wales : 

An aft for enlarging the capital llock and yearly fund of the 
South Sea Company ; and for fupplylng thereby 822,0^2/. 43-. 
8^/. to public ufes; and for raifing 169,000/. for the like ufes, 
by fale of annuities, upon divers cncoiircigcnieuts therein n'lCn- 
tioned ; and for appropriating fcveral fiipplics granted to his 
Majeft*y : 

An aft for making provision for the mlniflcrs of the fifty 
new churches, which are to be built in and about the cities of 
London and Wellminller, and fuburbs thereof ; and for re- 
building and finifliing the parilh church of St. Mary Wolnoth, 
in the faid city of London : 

Which they, with aH humility, now prefent to your Majefty 
for your royal aflent. 


Jfis Majefty s Meffage to th$ Houfe of Clmmons^ Dec. 1 4, 1 7 15. 
George Rex. 

"LTIS Majefty underftanding that many, both of the Houfe of 
Lords and Commons, are detained in the country, as well 
by their priv3<e as the public bufinefs ; and the holidays being 
fo near, during which there is ufually a recefs ; it is his Ma- 
jefty’s pleafure, that the Parliament adjourn to Monday, the 
9th day of January next ; at which time his Majefty intends 
the Parliament ihall {It to do bufinefs. 


His jMajefys moji gracious Speech f January 1716. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

zeal and affeftion to my government, and the vigilant 
care for the fafety of the nation which you have fliewn in 
your refpeftive countries, have not only fully anfwered my expec- 
tations, but give me aflurances that you are met together, re- 
folved to aft with a fpirit becoming a time of common danger, 
and with fuch a vigour as will end in the confufion of all thofe 
who have openly engaged in this rebellion, and in the fhame 
and reproach of fuch as, by fecret and malicious infinuations, 
have fomented, or by an avowed indifference, encouraged this 
traiterous enterprize. 

It is, 1 doubt not, a great fatisfaflion to you, to have ob-. 
ilrved that the powers yon intrufted me with for the preferva- • 
tion of the public fafety, hive been employed in the moft pro- 

K k a per 
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per and e(F.:£lual %nanncr, and made ftriftly fiibfervicnf to 
thofc purpefes only for which you intended them ; and you 
mint have had the pleafure to refledl, with me, that#as the. 
mcafnre^ taken for our defence have been juft and necelTary, fo 
it has pleafed the Divine Vrovidcncc to blefs them with a feries 
of fuitable fuccefs : and I cannot but take this opportunity of 
doing jullice to the officers and foldicrs of the army, whofo 
brave and faithful difeharge of their duty has difappointed our 
enemies, and contributed lb much to the fafety of the nafion. 

I did hope the detcding and preventing the defigned irifur- 
reftions in fome pans of the kingdom, and the defeating, in 
others, thofe who had taken up arms againft me, would have 
put an end to this rebellion : bi t it is plain, that our enemies, 
animated by fome fecrct hopes of alliilancc, are Hill endeavour- 
ing to fupport this defperate undertakixg ; and the Pretender, 
as I have reafon to believe, is now landed in Scotland. 

It is, however, with pleafure I ca» acquaint yon, that not- 
W’ithllanding thtfc intellinc commotions, Great Britain has, 
in fome mcafurc, rccowircd its irfliiefu'c and reputation abroad: 
the treaty for fettling the, barrier for the Netherlands is now fnlly 
concluded between the Emperor and the States General, under 
my* guaranty. The King of Spain has agreed to a treaty, by 
which that valuable branch of our commerce will be delivered 
from the new impofilions and hardfhips to which it w^as fubjcdl- 
eJ by the late treaties, and will llanJ fettled, for the future, 
on a foot more advantageous and certain than it ever did in the 
molt llciirif]iing time of any of niy prcdecelTors ; and the treaty 
for renewing all former alliances between the crown of Great 
Britain and the States General is brought very near to its coii- 
clulion. c 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

I muft rely on your afFeftion to me, and your care and con • 
cern for the fafety of the nation, to grant me fuch fupplies as 
may enable me to rcHorc and to fecure the peace of the king- 
dom ; and I will order cflimatcs of the iiecelfary expenfes to be 
laid before you. 

Among the many unavoidable ill confeqiicnces of this rebel- 
lion, none afFc6Is me more fenfibly, than that extraordinary 
burden w'hich it has and muft create to my faithful fubjefts ^ 
to eafe them, as far as lies in my powxr, I take this fir ft oppor- 
tunity of declaring, that I will freely give up all the eftates 
that lhall become forfeited to the crown by this rebellion, to 
be applied towards defraying the extraordinary expenfes in- 
‘ enrred on this occafioii. 

My 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, • 

It is matter of the greatcR uneafincfs to me, that the firft 
years of my reign, the whole coiirfc of v\ liieh I wiflicd to have 
tranfiiiilti'd to poilcrily, diltinguilhed by the fair and endearing 
marks of peace and clemency, (hoiild be cloii.'ed and ovcicalt 
with fo unnatural a rebellion 5 which, hovvc\cr impotent and 
imriicccfsful, a due care may render it in all otl.cr riTpeds, does 
inoft fcnlibly alilivSl me, by the calamities it has brought on 
many of my taiihful fiihje^t*:, and by thofc indirpcnfahle returns 
of feverity vhicli their fufR.rings aixd the public fafety do molt 
jukly call for. Under this concern, my grcalcll comfort is, 
that [ cannot r- proacli myfelf h ith having given the lead pro- 
vocation to that fpirit of chfeourent and calumny that h.-s been 
let iooie againlt me ; or ^thc lead pre.ence for kindling ihe 
flame of this rebellion. 

Lci thofe whofe fatal counfcls laid tlic foundation of all ihefe 
mifehiefsj and thofe wmfc private dil. omenls and diOppfjint- 
menis, difguifed nmlcrVfalfc pretences, hav? betrayed great 
numbers of deluded pcoplcvVnrtf-'^hcir r^wn dcdriuSlion, anLver 
for the miferies in w! ich they have imolveci their fellow fub- 
jeft';. 1 quedion not but that, with the coniiniiance of God’s 
blelhng, who alone is able to form good out of evil, and with 
the c.ieerful afliilance of my Parliament, we lliall, in a fhort 
time, fee this rebclli >n end not only in redoringthc tr**nquillity 
of iTiy government, hut in procuiing a firm and lading eita- 
blifhnicnr of that excoll..nt conlliiution in church and date, 
which it w^as manifcttly defigned to fubvert ; and that this open 
and flagrant attempt in favour of popery will abolilh all other 
didindions among us, bu# of Inch as arc zealous aii'crtors of 
the liberties of ihcir county, the prefent edablifhmcnt, and the 
protedant religion, and of fuch as arc cndcavoiiiing to fubjedl 
the nation to the revenge and tyranny of a popidi Pretender. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons^ January 10, 1716. 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

your Majedy’s mod dutiful and loyaf fiibjecds, the 
Commons ot Great Britain, in Parliament alfembled, 
return your Majedy our unfeigned thanks for your mod gra- 
cious fpecch from the throne. 

We beg leave moit heartily to congratulate your Majedy 
upon the fuccefs that has attended your arms : and it is with 
the greated fatisfa^lion we obferve, that the olhcers and foldiers 
^ pf the army have, by a brave and faithful difeharge of their 
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duty, deferved your Majefty’s approbation ; and that the juft 
and necefTary meafures taken lorlirengthening your iViajefty’s 
hands have had fo good an efFtd in preventing iiifurredions 
in feveral parts of the kingdom. 

The v^iie and ieafonable provifion which your Majefty has 
xoadw, both at home and Ironi abroad, ior the fafety of the 
nation ; your goodnef*? in gh/ing all fiich eftales as lhall be 
forfeited by this rebellion in eafe of your people ; and the ten- 
der regard and concern \\ hicli yon have been plealed to Cxprcfs 
for their fu rferi ngs ; call for ill the returns ot duty, zeal, and 
affeftion, which faiihful and loyal fubjedls can owe, or pay to 
the bell of kings, 

I'his rebellion, for which no^ the lead colour of provocation 
has been g ven, as it ought very juftly to be the object of your 
Majedy's contempt, fo it raifes in ,yOnit truly loyal Cominuns 
the highell refeiiiment and indignad ^n againlt thofe ungraiefiil 
deCperate rebels, whi^fe pernicious principles, piivatc ddeon- 
tents, and difap^ointmeiUs, have eiigaj^ed them to involve their 
country in blood and coptuiion.,. ' 

Vve look with pity upon ♦bofe unhappy deluded people, who, 
by falfe pretences and malicious inlinuations, have been be- 
trayed to their ov'ii dcitrndion : but we detcll, and will do 
our utmoft to confound the devices of thofe who, profeffingan 
unlimited obedience, have Itiricd up a rebellion againfl your 
Majefty ; and, under the difgi.ifc ot the danger of the church, 
are endeavouring to introduce popuy: and when wc refled, 
that nothing Icfs than our holy religion, \o'.ir Majelty's crown, 
and the liberties ot our country, are concerned in the event of 
this wicked undertaking, we cannotJbiit wiih allonilhmcnt ob- 
ferve the inditfercncc ot fomc in his great and important 
junfture. 

‘ But your faithful Commons, with hearts full of a due fenfe 
of the invaluable blellings which they enjoy under your Ma- 
jefly’s molt aufpicious government, offer their lives and fortunes 
in defence of your undoubted tule to the crown, in fupport of 
of the proteftant religion, and in maintenance of the liberty and 
property of the fubjcdl ; which, as tliey were wopderfully pre- 
ierved to us by your Majefty’s happy acceflion to the throne, 
can only be fecined to poilcrity by the eye oi Heaven w^atching 
over, and guardi-^ig your facred perfon, and your royal family. 

And, that this nation may long conlinne to be a proieltant 
and a free pcr.ple, your luoft duiiful and loyal C^>mmon‘i do 
moft readily promife to •. r.mt Inch early and cffedlual fupplies, 
as may cni-ble your M ijelty to put an end to this unnatural 
rebellion ; to contoi.nd and extingniih for ever all hopes of the 
Pretender, his open stnd fccret abettors j and fccure the future 

peace 
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peace and tranquillity of your kingdoms ;*bcing well afTure^ 
that your good people will think no burden grievous, that is ne- 
ccH'ary for the prelcrvaiion of all that is dear and valuable to 
them. 

But your Majefty’s care and c<^nccrn for the public welfare 
has not been confined to your own kingdoms ; and however 
your enemies might fla*rcr ihenifclvcb tint ihcle mtc^dinc com- 
motions would Iclferi t ic iniiuence of Great Britain in toreign 
parts,* your Commons vvith admiration fee, and with gratitude 
acknowledge the effeft ot y^iir ‘virdom, which has been able to 
furmount thefe diHiculties, in fettling the barrie r treaty tor the 
Netherlands between the Kmperor and the States General, 
under your iVIajeily’s giiarar.t^e ; in having made fo great a 
progrefs towards renew ing^a^l former alliances between Great 
Britain and the States- ^jenferal ; and particularly in delivering 
that valuable branch oi commerce witli Spain from thofe 
grievous impolitions am/hardthips to which it was fubjcdled by 
the treachery (ft* the lal\‘ mal-adminillralion. • 

And as the fame fatal lihJ ^^rniciou? counfels have been the 
caufe and fource of all tfie initLiiicfj and calamities that muft 
attend this unnatural rebellion ; and as your faithful Commons, 
clcnrous to teflify their zeal and duty to your Majelly, and their 
abhorrence of this trcafonable enrerprizc, have already exerted 
thcmfclves in endeavouring to bring to fpeedy and exemplary 
jiiflicc the open and declared inftruments of this rebellion, they 
think ihemfelvcs obliged, in jufticc to their injured country, to 
continue, in the moft vigorous and impartial manner, to profe- 
cutc the authors of thofe evil and deflruftive counfels, which ’ 
have drawn dowm thefe wiifcries upon the nition. 


His A>ifwry January 12, 1716. 

Gentlemen, 

T REl UicN you my hearty thanks for the kind and warm 
afftirances of loyalty contained in this addrefs, from which I 
proniife niyf- lf the molt haj py confequcnccs, fince nothing can 
fo eff Hually rellore the peaee and tranquillity of the kingdom, 
as the coiiunendable zeal you have exprelfcd upon this occafion. 


His MajeJIy^s moji gracious Speech ^ January 1 6, 1716. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAD reafon to believe, when 1 laft fpokc to you, that the 
Pretender was landed in Scotland ; the accounts I have re- 
ceived fince, do put it beyond all doubt, that he is heading the 

K k 4 rebel- 
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'rebellion there, and does afTume the ftile and title of King of 
thefe realms : his adherents do likewife confidently affirm, that 
affiirances are given them of fupport from abroad : this Parlia- 
ment hath, on all occafions, cxprelfed fo much duty to me, and 
fo true a regard for the religious and civil rights of my people, 
that I am perfuaded this daring prcfuivpiion of cnir enemies will 
heighten your jult indignation againlt them, and beget fuch 
further refolutions, as, with the bleffing oi God, will enable 
me to defeat their attempt. 

Gentlemen of the Hoiife of Commons, 

The inoft effectual way to put a fpeedy end to thefe troubles 
will be, to make fuch a provificl(^ as may difcouraLiC any foreign 
power from affifling the rein Is : 1 do therefore hope, that every 
fincere proteftant and true Briton v^M^^‘lQok upon the extraordi- 
nary expenfe which a timely prep', ration may require, to he 
the beft hufbandry ; fince it will, in aXj. human prob..bility, pre- 
vent that defolali^m, and thofc calamities which' v\ ould unavoid- 
ably enfue if the rebellipri fliouUJ .hi -aiffcrcd to fpread, and be 
fupported by popifli forces fvoifi abroad. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The world muft be convinced, by all you have already done, 
that you have nothing but the honour and intercfl: of your coun- 
try at heart : and, for my own part, 1 rely entirely upon you ; 
and doubt not but you will take fuch refolutions at this jiindliirc, 
as will be moft for the prefent fafeiy and future cafe of my 
people. 

Addrefs by the Hoiije of Commom to \ " Kin^, Jan. 23, 1716. 

Mofi gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefiy's moft dutiful and loyal fiibjefls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfcmbled, 
do, with all humility, return our unfeigned thanks tor your 
ifioft gracious Ipeech from the throne, and tor your greal good- 
nefs in communicating to us thofc important advices, w'hich fo 
hfghly concern the immediate fafety at your kingdom. 

We can never fufficiently exprefs our grateful fenfe of your 
Majelty’s conftant care and tendernefs for your people, on 
every occafion, tince your acceffion to the throne ot your an- 
ceftors ; but it is with the iitmoft fatisfaftion of heart, that we 
now experience the happy effeSs of that juft confidence which 
your loyal and affcfiionate Commons have already repofed in 
your great wifdom, for making fuch augmentation of troops as 
your Majefty fliould find necetiary for our common fafety. 

And 
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And ihcngli the growth of this rebellion fcas already necefli- 
tated an increafe of forces ; fet we mnil ever acknowledge your 
wife and tt.nder concern for your people, in having made provi- 
fion f jr our defence, in fiich rnanner, at this lime of common 
danger, as miift co..viiice the worhi that it is with the uMnoll: 
reludancy to your Majeliy that any further burdens arc brought 
on your fubjeds ^ and that your Majefty has nothing at heart 
but the fecuiity and welfare of your people* 

Yoifr diniiul Commons do likevvife acknowledge, with the 
highelt gratitude to your Majefty, that to the prudent difpofition 
of your forces, not only the deiigi.s of our enemies to have 
railed infurredions in many parts of the kingdom have been en- 
tirely frullrated, and the pcac^nd tranquillity of thefe nations 
thereby, in a great meafurc/preferved ; but to that we owe, 
under Liod, thufeUi^il ruccc«res whieii have checked the pro- 
grefs of the rebellion, ar.jVlvhich have given iis, your faithful 
Commons, fo early and /inl an occahou to exert oiirfclves, in 
the moft vigorofts and efyduai manner, for bringing fomc of the 
chief adors in it tocondig?! |, ;:ji(iiment. 

We are aflonilhed at tl*c dan^ii^\pr^cfumption of the Preten- 
der and his adherents, and do mofl: linccrcly and heartily atfurc 
your Majcrty, that our indignation is thereby heightened againft 
them ;*and that we cannot fo far forget our duty and affedion 
to your Majelty, and our concern for our religion and liberties, 
as not to take, at i!.is critical jundurc, fuch larlher refolntions, 
as will efFedually enable your Majeily, with the blellingof God, 
to defeat their dcfigns. 

Your faithful Commons being therefore firmly and unalter- 
ably rei'olvcd to fparc no c|pcnfe, and to decline no hazard, for 
the fiipi^ort of your Ma/dty’s title and government, whereon 
all that is dear and valuable to us and our pollcriiies, under 
God, entirely depends ; and being moft earneftly defirous to 
give all imaginable proofs of our conftant and unlhaken ze:4 
and affedion for your facred perfon ; and being tlioroughly con- 
vinced that vve cannot more cfFeduallv confiilt our own fecu- 
rity, than by teiiitylng our entire confidence in your Majeily's 
known juftice, wifdom, and goodnefs ^ do moft humbly befcech 
your Majefty, that you will be gracioufly plcafcd to give diredions, 
from lime to time, for fuch further augmentation oi troops, as 
the exigency of affairs lhall render necclfary. 

And wc do farther alfure your Majefly, that we will grant 
fuch flip pi its as (hall be fulficient, not only to maintain fuch^ 
additional forces, and to defeat all the attempts of your ene- 
mies, both at home and abroad, and to prevent thofc calamities 
which muft enfuc, if tliis unnaturarrcbellion (hould be fuftered 
Jto fpread j but alfo to enable your Majefty, with the bleiling of 
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God, efFefliially tp flicw your refcntment agalrul any foreign 
power that fliall prefume, direAly or indireflly, to abet or 
IVipport the Pretender, or his adherents. 


yhifiuer by his AlajcJlyy ^January 25, 1 716. 
Gentlemen, 

1 THANK you heartily for this addrefs. [f any thinly could 
add to tlic good opinion this poufe of Commoiif deferves 
from me, it would be the zeal an<l unaniuiity you have ihewn 
upon this occafion. You may viepend upon my continuing al- 
ways, as I havL hitherto done,^to make ufe of the contidence 
and powers you put in me, oiil)\lor rcltoring and fecuring the 
peace and quiet of iriy people. 


His jMcjcJlf s mo/I puclsus SpeceJ^f February 17, 1716. 

My Lords and Gcntlgmf'nV'^ 

T TAKE this opportunity of acquainting you, that my forces 

have obliged the Prctfmdcr to fly out of Scotland ; .md he is 
fince, as I am informed, landed near Gravelincb; but 1 don’t 
tnow yet, whether any country in amity v^ith us will give him 
prote6fion, after having fo publicly invaded our kingdom. 

The dangers to which the nation was expofed, Uiade me de- 
termine tliat neither the rxiraordinary rigtmr of the fcafon, 
nor any fallacious propofal of the rebels, fliould divert me 
from iif’ng all pr)l]iblc endeavours toV'ards pulling a fpeedy and 
cfFcdual end to tliis unnatural rebellmn. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I inuft return you my thanks for the great progrefs you have 
inade in the fupplies. I'hc neceffary difpofitions are made for 
raifing additional forces \ but, as I fliall always confult the 
f afe of my people, as far as it is confiftcnt with their own fccu- 
rify, I fliall not make ufe of the confidence you have placed in 
me, unlefs the refllcfs malice of our enemies Ihould make it 
pecefl'ary to go on with thofc levies. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I promife myfelf, from the zeal and wifdom of this Parlia- 
ment, that the future happinefs and tranquillity of my fubjefls 
wull be cftabliflied on a folid foundation, and fuch meaiiires 
taken as may deprive our enemies at home of the power, fince. 
l^iat alone can deprive tlicm of the inclination, again to attempt 
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tlie difturbance of my government : this, therefore, is wliat 1 
think myfdf obliged to rccoiifincnd to you, as a deliberation of 
the utmott importance to the future fafety, eafe, and profperitj 
of my people. 

Addrefs to his Afajijly by the Houfe of Commons y Feb, 18, 1716. 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

your Majedy's moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
Commons of Great ^Britain, in Parliament all'emblcd, 
do, with hearts full of gratitude, return your Majefty our un- 
feigned thanks for y(mr inoft gracious fpccch from the throne; 
and do beg leave molt heartily u, congratulate with your Majefty 
upon the fuccefs with which has pleafed Almighty God fo far 
to blefs your anr-s* as, to fcrcc the Pretender out of your Ma- 
jefU^’s ciominions. 

We are willing to hope, that no prince or ftate In amity 
with your Majesty will give refuge, countenance, or protcdlion 
to a perfon, who, in fo uo^'^rjous a npnner, has difturbed the 
peace of your kingdoms :*but to^dangers to which your Ma- 
jefty ’s facred perfon and government, the religion, laws, and 
liberties of our count ly, have been once expofed, by this vile 
attempt, would leave your Commons without cxcufe to thofe 
they reprefent, if they ihould fee with patience the nation ex- 
pofed to the like hazard for the future, by the Pretender to your 
Majefty’s crown being fhelteredin your neighbourhood : we do 
therefore make it our humble requeft to your Majefty, that you 
w'ill life the moft earneft and moft prelling inftanccs with all 
princes and ftjtis in anyly wuth your Majefty, that he may 
not be liarbourcd in ihcir/tcrritorics : and we beg leave to give 
your Majefty the ftroiigAl ailurances, that vve will, to the ut- 
moft of our po^\cr, contribute whatever llial), by your Majef- 
ty, he judged nccelfary to render thofe inftanccs efFeftual. 

I'he tender regard w'hich your Majefty expreifes for the cafe 
of your people, in declining to put the nation to any farther 
expenfe at prelVnt, for additional forces, does, if pollible, 
heighten that conhdence v. hich wc fo jullly had repofed in you: 
but wc befeech your Majefty, that in fettling the proportion of 
forces to he maintained this year by fea and land, your Majefty. 
will have fuch a regard to the difpofition and prcj)arations of our 
neighbours, from time to time, as to provide cffetSlually for the 
fccurity of your kingdoms againft any power that fttall prefume^ 
to countenance or abet the Pretender. 

Your Commons cannot fufficiently exprefs the juft feufe they. 
}iave of your Majefty’s confummate wifdom, and firm refolu- 
tjon, not to be diverted or amufed by any difficulties of the 

fcafon^ 
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fc-afon, or any fpcgioiis artiiices, for tlic pinfuing the rebels itx 
ScoUanf? to rhtir fevcral retreats; •fin-.e that rnctlioci alone could 
Tcflorc, and fecure with honour, peace and tranquiiliiy to that 
part of your dominions. 

It is with the iitmolt concern \vc obflrvc, that the malice and 
inveteracy of our enemies at home i> fo great, that they want 
not the iiicHnalion to dilturh your Pvlajctiy go» ernmciit ; but 
yonr faithful Common:., in duty to your P/Ia eil ait I lovp for 
their coimtry, will endeavour to deprive tljcin Oi .’.c p* vVer, by 
taking fuch prudent and r.cccirary meafures as iiiav . . ut cffedln- 
ally fccurc the future fafety, cafe, and prorpi^iiiy of your 
people. 


His Alaj'Jlys Jnfivcr. F-J^mary 21, 1716. 
Gentlemen, 

T 'I’HANK you for this dutiful aild afFc<?Lionatc addrefs-: I 
will endcavoui', by all proper means, to prevent the Pre- 
^ tcnderVbcing fniFercd to give p«;’,fcTljal jt aloiifics, by coininning 
In our neighbourhood ; a,iKk<'in> if the advices I (Iiall receive 
from abroad do render it necclTary, not lofe any time in making 
fuch an augmentation of forces, by fea and land, as may, with 
the blelFing of God, ciFe6tiiaUy anfwcr your winces to fee the 
nation fecured from any foreign or intclUnc attempt what- 
foever. 


Mt'dagc from bis MujcJly to the lloufe of Commons^ 
March 23, 1716. 

GlorgrRex. a 

TJlS Majefty has been pleafed to direiSi:, that letters patent be 
prepared for « ranting the regalities and lands now remain- 
ing in the crown, in North and South Wales, and Chcfhire, 
to his royal highnefs the Prince of Wales : but, it not being 
in his Wajedy's power to grant the fame in fuch a manner and 
form as the principality of Wales and earldom of Cheflcr were 
iifually granted to former Princes of Wales, his Majefty hopes 
you will think it rcafonable to enable him to make this grant 
accordingly. 


His Metjefly s mof gracious Speech^ Fthruary 20, 1717* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

1 W A S in hopes, that the fuccefs which it pleafed God to give 
^ us, in defeating the late rebellion, might have fecured to the 
palion pc^cc, plenty, and tranquillity. 

My 
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My endeavours have not been wanting;, Airing your i?cccfs» 
to improve the Iiappy profpedt which was in view, by entering 
into fiich negotiations, as I judged mull conducive to ihofe 
good ends; and ’tis with plcafurc I can acquaint you, 'I'hat 
many defccls in the treaties of UlrcJit, whleh very nearly 
aftedted the trade, and even the fccurity of ihcfo -kingdoms, 
have been remedied by fubfcqiiciU conventions; the luippy con- 
fcqucnce^ of wliich have already very fenfibly appeared, by the 
flourilliing condliion of our trade and credit. 

By the alliance lately concUicled with France, and the States 
General, we are foon to be eafed of all future apprehenftons 
from Dunkirk and Mardyke: tlic Pretender is adlnally removed 
beyond the Alps; his adherents are deprived of all hopes of 
fiipport and countenance from France ; and even the aliiitancc 
of that crown is llip“bted to us-, in cafe of exigency. 

It^'lbemed reafouable to rxpc(}, that fuch a iituation of afrairs 
at home and abroad thould !iavc recovered from their delufion 
all fuch of our fflhjccls as had unliappily been •fcvl need by the 
craft and wickeducfs of dcijiLra*'; and all-dcligning men; anil 
thereby have afforded me the opJoiMiqity, which 1 defired, of 
following the natural beiv of my o\vn inclinations to lenity, by 
opening this feilion with an t\(\ ol' Grace: but fuch is the ob- 
lUnatc and inveterate rancour i»i a faction an-ionglt us, that it 
hath again prompted them to animate and ilir up foreign powers 
to difturb the peace of their naiive country: they will chufe 
rather to make Britain a fecue of blood and confufii.ii, and to 
venture even the putting this kingdom under a foreign yoke, 
than give over tlieir darling defign of impofing a poplfli Pre- 
tender. r 

I have ordered to be laitP before you copies of letters, which 
have paifed between the Dvvedilh miniltcrs on this occafion ; 
which contain a certain account of the projefted iiivafion : and 
1 proinifc myfelf, from your experienced zeal and affcdioii to 
niy perfon and government, that you will come to fuch refolu- 
lions, as will enable me, by the blcfling of God, to defeat all 
the deiigns of our enemies againll us* 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons;, 

I did hope, the putting an end to the late rebellion would 
have fo far fecured the peace and tranquillity of the nation, that 
I might, confjftcntly with the fafety of my people, have made 
a confiderable reduftion of the forces: bat the preparations, 
which are making from abroad to invade us, oblige me to alk 
fuch fupplies, asyou lliall find abfolulcly nccclfaryfor the defence 
of the kingdom. 


You 
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You arc all feirfible of the infupportable weight of the na- 
tional debts, which the public became engaged for, from the 
fteceffity of the times ; the preifures of a long and expenfive 
war, and the languilhing ftate of public credit: but the feene 
being now fo happily changed, if no new difturbances fliall 
plunge us again into ftraits and difficulties, the general expec- 
tation feenis to require of you, that yon Ihuuld turn your 
thoughts towards fome method of extricating yourfelvcs, by re- 
ducing by degrees the debts of the nation. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have an entire confidence in you; and have therefore no- 
thing toaflv, but that you would take fuch mcafurcs as will belt 
fecure your religion and libcities: wdiilc you preferve thofc 
incftimablc bleffings, I fliall fit eafy anti f'dc on my throne; 
iiaving no other view but the happinefs and profperity my 
people. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons^ February 21, 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

Majefty’s mofl dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the Com- 
mons of Great Britain, in Parliament aUcmbled, return 
your Majefty their humbleft thanks for your moft gracious 
fpeech from the throne. 

Your Majefty’s fafe and happy return into your kingdoms 
gave an iiniverfal joy to all your people; and as the prudent ad- 
miniftration of the government by his royal highnefs the 
Prince of Wales, under your Marjefty, did, in fome degree, 
make the want of your royal prefenc^ more eafy to us, we beg 
leave to congratulate your Majcfty upon the peace andfecurity, 
that, during your Majefty’s abfence, was, by the great care of 
his Royal Highnefs, preferved in the kingdom, to the general 
fatisfadlion of all your fubjecls. 

We can never fiifficicnTly acknowledge the repeated inftanccs 
of your Majefty’s goodnefs and unwearied concern for the wel- 
fare of your kingdoms: avc fee, with admiration, many of the 
fatal defciils of ihc treaties at Utrecht, and the great difadvan- 
tagesthat wcreiinpofed upon this nation, at the head of a vic- 
torious army, and powerful confederacy, happily remedied by 
your Majefty, even in the midft of inteftine dangers and trou- 
bles: your confummate wifdoin has renewed thofe alliances that 
were bafely betrayed and diflblved, and concluded fuch new 
treaties, as may render the peace fafe and lafting; and we are 
at a lofs to determine, whether, in future ages, the, fuffering 
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ilie domoliiion of the port of Dunkirk be fcandaloudy 
evaded, will be a greater reproach, or the procuring the dc- 
• ilnidion of the Iluiccs of Maixlyke, a greater honour to the 
Brltifh nation. 

We cannot at the fame time, but with the higheft refentprient 
and indignation, look upon the obllinate and inveterate ran- 
cour of ihofe, who are again endeavouring to embroil their na- 
tive country in blood and confulion: iris alloailhing to find, 
that any, who call ihemfelves protcllanls, can ec fo inflexible 
and reltlcfs in their erideavoujs toiaipofe nponu.- a popifli Pre- 
tender; anti rather venture to fubjed the kingdom to a foreign 
yoke, than depart from their darling and avowed deiign of al- 
raing and fubverting the prefent liappy eftnblifhment In the 
protellant fuccerdon. We adore the waichful eye of heaven, 
that has lb wonderfully guarded and protcA.led your facred per- 
fon; a-nd'caimot too much extol the vvifdoin and vigilance that 
has been ufed, in fo early and feafonably difeovering thisdefpe- 
rate attempt; and, in order molt eftcdually to^defeat it, your 
faithful ConiiTK ii?, with hearts fincercjy zealous in the caufe 
of their King and co^’niry, ;fiiurcyour Majelty, that they will, 
to the utmolt, f .oni by and fupport your Majedy againft all 
your enemies at noine and abroad, that lliall, in any manner, 
prefume’to aid or abet the Pretender to your crown; and will 
mod cheerfully grant to your Majcdy fuch fuprvlies as (hall be 
found ncccflaiy for the fafely of your royal peiion, and the de- 
fence of th'! kingdom. 

We arc all but loo fcnfiblcof the infuppoi table Weight of the 
national debts; and therefore will not ncgledt to apply our- 
felves with all pollible dllig/ncc and attention to the great and 
neceifaiy work of reducing and Icdcnirig, by degrees, this heavy 
burden; which may provt the mod eflbflual means of pre- 
ferving to the public funds a real and certain fccurity. 


His MojeJiys Jnfwer^ Februa '' v 2 3 , 1 7 1 7 . 

Gentlemen, 

duty and zeal which you exprefs, in this loyal addrefs, 
to my perfon and government ; your alFcftionatc concern 
for the welfare of your country ; your promifes of an effcdlual 
fupport againft all our enemies at home and abroad: and your 
* relolution of apply ing^ourfclvcs to-eafe my peopu:.. by reducing 
gradually the heavy load of the public debts, deferve my hearty*" 
thanks : 3fou (hall never have caufe to repent of the confidence 
you repofe in me ; the honour, welfare, and profperity of this 
nation being what 1 have chiefly at hcait. 

MeJJagf 
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Mijpige fromhh AlajiJijy April 17 ^ 7 * 

George Hex. 

TTIS Maj(-fty, being defirous above all things, not only to 
fecurc his king loins againlt the prefent d.i'iger with which 
they are tlireatertcil fro'n S.vet’cn, but likewifc to prevent, as 
far as is poihbic, the like npprehcnfions for the future, tlunks 
it nccciFary, that fuch nuafures Ihoiiid be early concerud with 
Other princes and dates, as may conduce molt cdedualiy to 
this end: 

And, as llii^ may require fomc expenfe, his Majcfty hopes 
that hisCommons will, by their aifiltance at this jiinttnre, en- 
able him to make good fuch engagements, as may eafe his people 
of all future charge and apprchenfions upon llti® :iccount. 


, His Maj\Jlfs mriji gracious Speech^ May 6, lyiy* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, * 

TT is with great fatisfadlion, that, after this fliort recefs, I 
can- acquaint you with the certain advice I have received, 
that niy fleet is fafely arrived in the Sound ; which^ by the 
blefling of Almighty God, will fecure thefe kingdoms againft 
any immediate danger of an invafion. 

I have, by this means, an opportunity which is very accepta- 
ble to me, of making a confiderable redudtion in our land forces ; 
having eflabliflicd it as a rule with ’nyfclf, toconfult the eafe of 
my people in every thing, fo far'^as is confiftcnt with their 
fafety : and, for my own part, as 1 fhall always place my great- 
nefs in the profperity of my fubjedt^ fo I (hall always defire, 
that my power may be founded in their alFedlions. 

It is upon thefe conlidcrations that I have given orders for 
the immediate reducing of ten thoufand men. 

That notliing may be wanting in me to quiet the minds of 
all my fubjedls, I have likcwife given direftions to prepare an 
Adi of Grace; and, however it may be received by ihofe who 
are obftinatcly bent- on the ruin of their country, I promife my- 
felf, that it will raifc a due fenfe of gratitude in all fuch as have 
been artfulTy mifledinto treafonable pradlices -againft my perfon 
and governntent, and prefefve them from (landing in need of 
jthe like mercy for the future, when fuch an inftance of cle- 
mency may not be fo expedient for the public welfare, as it 
would be agreeable to my own inclinations. 


Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, ^ 

I thank you for your readinefs to fupport me in the prefenl 
* junflurc of affairs; and for the fiipplies which you have £>iven ; 
anddopromife you, that they fliall beemplo)ed for the ufes for 
which you defigned them. 

I (hall order fuch faithful accounts to be laid befo- e you the 
next felfion, as will make it appear, there was no other \ievv in 
a(king any particular fupply, than to prevent a n uch i^ieater 
expenfe* which the nation muft have unavoic’ably incurre^ 
without it. * 

I muft recommend to you, as I did at the beginning of the 
fejl ion. to take all proper methods for reducing the public debts. 
With a jull regard to parliamentary credit. 

My Lcffchaa^l Gentlemen, 

The y&JT being fo far advanced, I hope you wilhgo through 
the public bufincfs with all poffibh difpatch and unanimity ; it 
being my intention to meet you early the next winter, that the 
fitting of Parliament may be brought into the more ufual and 
convenient fcafon. 


jiddrefs by the Houfe of Commons to the King, May 7, 1717. 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfembled, 
crave leave to approach you/ facred perfon with hearts full of 
gratitude to your Majefty, »r the many gracious declarations 
you have been plclfed to make to us from the throne. 

Our duty to your and our concern for the fecurity 

of your kingdoms, at a time when the nation was threatened 
with a defperate invafion, obliged us to make provifion for keep- 
ing up fuch a body of land forces, as might fttew that we were 
in a pofture of defence; but your Majefty having grounds to 
hope, on the arrival of your fleet in the Sound, that, by the 
blefling of God, a check will be put to that d'ifign, we muft for 
ever acknowledge, that the early direftions you have been 
pleafed to give for reducing fuch a body of thofe land forces, is 
the moft acceptable pledge you could give your people of your 
tendernefs for them; and that your Majefty has nothing fo 
much at heart as their prefent and future*welfare ; and is fuch ^ 
an inftance of your great wifdom and goodnefs, as muft for ever 
endear your Majefty to all your fiibjefts. 

We are bound to exprefsour juft fatisfaflion in your gracious 
intentions of mercy, as being highly conducive to the tran- 
VoL. L LI quillity 
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quiility of the I.ingdom, and a convincing proof of your 
Majefty’s defirc to reign in the alFeftions of all your fubjefts. 

We have fo often experienced the happy effefts of the con- • 
fidencc we have repofed in your Majefty, that wc can never 
entertain any doubt of the due application of any fupplies granted 
by us ; and do receive, in the moft dutiful and affeftionatc 
manner, your Majefty’s promife to lay the accounts of fucli 
application before us, as a great inftancc of your juftice to the 
^nation. 

We are truly fenfible, how much the eafe and profperity of 
your fubjefts depend on the accompUihing that great and necef- 
fary work of reducing the public debts \ and arc refolvcd to 
carry it on in the moft cfFeftual manner, with juft regard to 
parliamentary credit. 

We are likewifc refolved, by the difpatch and ijnanimity of 
our proceedings, to convince the world, that weaic inviolably 
engaged in duty and afFeftion to your moft facred perfon and 
government; on the fupport of which, the welfare and happi- 
nefs of thefe kingdoms^ under God, entirely depend. 


His Mcijtpjs Anfwer^ May lo, 1717. 

Gentlemen, 

TT is with great pleafure that I find thedireSIons I have given 
to make a rcdiidlion in the army, and my intentions to grant 
an A(S of Grace, are fo much to the fatisfaclion of my faithful 
Commons, 

I thank you for the hearty afTuraiiCcs you give me of your af- 
fections to my perfou and government; and (hall always make 
fitch an ufe of the confidence you repofe on me, as may be moft 
for the advantage of my people. 


Addrefs to his MajeJly hy the Houfe of Commons^ July 4, 1717* 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

TyllTE, your Majefty’s moft faithful fubjefts, the Commons 
of Great Britain, in Parliament ali'cinblcd, do moft hum- 
bly reprefent to your Majefty, that in our impeachment exhi- 
. bited againft Robert, Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, we did 
fet forth, that he, thefaid Earl, did friiteroiifly adhere to, aid, 
and abet, the late French King, then an enemy to her late Ma- 
jefty ; and did begin, and carry on, a clandeftin^ and feparate 
correfpondence and negotiation with the minifters of the faid 
French King; in confequence of which, it is evident, that 
2 , great 
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great part of the forces, maintained at the eyp'^nfe of fo much 
Britilh treafure, in order to tednce the po^er of France; as 
- likewife great part of the fubfidies granted by Parliament to fo- 
reign princes for the fame end, were, in reality, made fiibfcr- 
vient and inftrumental to awe the good allies of her Majclly into 
a compliance with the hard terms dilated by France; the un- 
happy Catalans were abandoned ; the Emperor, Empire, and 
King of Portugal, were left to treat for ihernfelves; the king- 
dom of«Sicily was given to the Duke of Savoy, as an induce- 
ment and reward to him for quitting the common caufc, in 
dire£f defiance and violation of the grand alliance, and of the 
declared fenfe of moll of our good allies, and erpecially the 
^ Dutch, who, to this day, haVe never affented to that condition 
of the treaty of Utrecht ; a fhameful and difhonourablc treaty of 
peace was apfedLconcluded ; by which, imprafticabic terms of 
trade weneJmpofed on Great Britain; the demolition of Dun- 
kirk, which had been addrefled for by Parliament, was eluded 
by a treacherous connivance at the making of,a new canal at 
Mardyke; and the fecurity which was propofed by removing 
the Pretender out of Franca, was in liUe manner evaded by a 
treacherous connivance at his refiding in Lorrain. 

It is owing to your Majefty’s unwearied endeavours for the 
good of your fubjefis, and that juft regalrd which is paid to your 
Majefty by foreign princes and ftates, that we fee ourfelves de- 
livered, in a great degree, from the efFcdls of thefe pernicious 
mcafures, which might otherwife have proved fatal to your 
kingdoms. . 

But as we refleft, with /qual gratitude and admiration, on 
your Majefty*s being able /o retrieve fuch nufearriages, efpe- 
cially in a time which has been difturbed by public tumults and 
rebellions; we think it is<i great aggravation of guilt in thofe 
who gave up fo many national advantages at a time when they 
laboured under no fuch difficulties at home, and when the con- 
tinued fucceffies of a long and glorious w'ar had put them into ^ 
condition of gaining the moft beneficial terms from the enemy. 

Your faithful Commons did likewife exhibit feveral other 
charges againft the faid Earl; reprefenting him, in many no- 
torious inftances, as a perfon who had abufed the trult and 
confidence which her late Mjijcfty had repofed in him ; and fa-* 
crificed the honour of his fo\^reign, and the good of her people, 
to private views of intereft and ambition. 

Your faithful Commons have not beer wanting in their en- 
deavours to bring the faid Earl to juft ice ; but, by reafon of the 
unhappy differences that have, in this proceeding, arifen be- 
tween the two Houfes, we have found ourfelves difappointed of 
our juft expe£tation, and reduced to the l>ef(N^S<y either of giving 

JLl a up 
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up rights and privileges of the higheft importance to all the 
Commons of Cireat Britain, or feling this great offender efcapc 
with impunity for the prefent, 

Forthcfc reafons, we do moft humbly befeechyour Majefty, 
that your Majefty will be pleafed to except Robert, Earl of 
Oxford and Earl Mortimer, out of the Aft of Grace,, which 
your Majefty has been gracioufly plcafed to promife from the 
throne ; to the end the Commons may be at liberty to proceed 
againft the faid Earl in a parliamentary way. 


His MajeJlfs Anfwer^ 6, 1717. ^ 

Gentlemen, 

1 WILL give direftions in relation to the E&:rcf Oxford as 
you defire; and it is with pleafure I obferve the**fenfe, ex- 
prclled in your addrefs, of my endeavours for the feciirily,, ho- 
nour, and advantage of thefe kingdoms. • 


IVn Alajfjly s mojl gracious Speech, November 21, 17 ^ 7 ' 

Ivfy Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM very glad I have been able to bring the fitting of Parlia*' 
ment into a more proper and ufual feafon of the year ; I 
hope fiich an early meeting will not only be a benefit to the 
public, but a convenience to you?^rivate affairs. 

As I have always had at hcart\the fecurity and cafe of my 
people, fo I never kept up any troops but for their proteftion ; 
and have taken every opportunity |o difband as many as I 
thought confiftent with their fafety; I have reduced the army 
to very near one half fince the beginning of the laft feffion of 
Pari lament ^ and Iclfcncd them to fuch a number as will neither 
be a burden to my good fubjefts, nor an encouragement to our 
enemies to infuh them. 

You cannot but be fenfible of the many attempts which have 
been fet on foot to difturb the peace of Europe, and of thefe 
kingdoms: they only pretend not to fee, who are not afraid of 
them: but as no application has been wanting on my part to 
preferve the public tr iiiquillity, I have the pleafure to find my 
good ofti CCS ha\’c not been altogether upfuccefsful; and have 
^reafon to hope they will, in the end, have their full and dcfired 
cfFcft. 


Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of the Houfc of CommonS| 

I queftion not but you areVry well plealcdto find, that your 
endeavours for lelferiing the national debts have, at the fame 
time, raifed the public credit; jiid that whatever was propofod 
for that end is aftually and completely elfeilcd : this fuccel's 
muft diiefly be attributed to that jull and prudent regard you 
have ihewn to parliamentary engagemenls. 

It was v'ith the view of procuriiig and fettling a lalling tran- 
quillitj^, that I demanded the extraordinary fupply which you 
granted me laft fedion : the^rredd which this coimdLnce reposed 
in me hath given us abroad, has already been fo far ettedual, 
t|)^ I can acquaint you, w'e have a much better profpcv^l than 
we had ; I have ordered an account to be laid before yoti of the 
very fmall part of that fnpply, which, as yet, has been expend- 
ed: any fu ther ilfties that may be made of it (hall be alfo laid 
before you; and you may be aifured, tliat every part of it (liall 
er 'her bt employed for your fervice, orfaved to the public. 

I have ordered to be laid before yon a dale 0f the deficiencies 
of the prefent year, and tli^e feveral elUmates for the fcrvicc of 
the next; which yon wdll find cunfiJarably diminiflied: I rely 
upon your making the nccelfiry provifion for them; not 
doubting ot the toniinuance of that zgal for the good of your 
country, which hath been fo eminently confpicuous in every 
feilion of this Parliament. 

I cannot in jiifiice avoid putting you in mind, that fevcral 
arrears of pay and fubfidy, incurred before my accefiion to the 
crown, are claimed by foreign princes and Hates: I lhall order 
them to be laid before youi^o the end you may put them in a 
method lobe examined ana dated; which will very much tend 
to the honour and credit the nation. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I could heartily w'ith, that, at a time when the common ene- 
mies of our religion are, by all manner of artifices, endeavour - 
ing to undermine and weaken it both at home and abroad, all 
thofe who arc friends to our prefent happy eftablifliment might 
unanimoufly concur in fonie proper methods for the greater 
ftrengthening the protellant imertft; of which, as the church 
of England is unquedionably the main fiipport and bulwark, fo 
will (he reap the principal benefit of every advantage accruing 
by the union, and mutual charity, of all protefiants. 

As none can recommend themfclvcstiiore effeSually to my 
favour and countenance than by a fincere zeal for the juil rights 
of the cyown, and the liberties of the people; fo I am deter- 
iRiined to encourage all thofe who aft agreeably to the conftitu- 
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tion of thcfe my l(ir.gdoms; and, confequcntly, to tjic princi- 
ple.' on \\hi<.h my government is founded. 

'I'he eyes of all Europe are upon you at this critical jundurei 
It is your intereft, tor which rcafon I think it mine, that my 
end av-.urs lor procuring the peace and quiet of Ciiriilcndom 
flijuid lake efFcd; nothing can fo much contribute to this dc- 
firable end as the iiuanimity, difpatch, and vigour, of your re** 
folutions for the fupport of my government. 


Jlddrcfi by the Hmfe of Comptons y November 22, lyiy* 

Molt i;racioiis S 'vercign, 

» your Majedy’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
' Coiuinons of Great Britain, in Parliament* alfembled, 
crave leave to exprefs our gratitude to your Majetty for your 
ITiolc gracious fpe^ch from the throne. 

Our minds arP filled ith the moft lively fertfe of your Ma- 
jefty’s rci^arcl to your people, in bringing the fitting of Parlia- 
ment into a mo;c proper and iifual feafon of the year; and, as 
your Majeliy has been rracioudy pleafed to confider the conve- 
viencc of <.ur private affairs in this early meeting, we (hall en- 
deavour to infunr your Majefty’s gracious intentions, by im- 
proving it, as much as we arc able, to the benefit of the public. 

Wc are liig’.dy fenfible of the concern your Majetty has 
llicw n for tlic vycifare of your jJfcople, by the redu£lions you 
have been plcaftd to make, froik time to time, of the land 
foicce. fo foon as the pofture of aftiirs rendered it fafe to thefc 
your kingdoms; it is our peculiar happinefs to fee ourfelves 
govt rued by a fovereign who is not in^uenced by any notions of 
gicaliuf> that arc i neon fiftc n t w'ith the profperity of his fub- 
jvdls.. and who propofes to himfelf the cafe 9 f his people, as 
the ch.rf glory of his reign. 

Wc acknowledge, with hearts full of duty and gratitude, 
your Majeify's unwearied endeavours to prevent the many at- 
tempts wl ich have been fet on foot to difturb the peace of Eu- 
rope, andilie cjuictof thefc kingdoms; and have the more rea- 
fon to apprehend the jll confcquenccs of fiich attempts, fince 
there aie thofc, wiio, as they would be thought to fee no danger 
in them, give us rcafon to believe, that they would not be 
troubled at their fuccefs: wx are therefore firmly refolved, in 
igfic moft elfechial manner, to fupport your Maiefty in fuch 
mcalurcsas your Majcfty, in your great wifdom', ihall judge 
procure the eftablilbment of the tranquillity of 
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We receive with the greateft fatisfaflion your Majefty’s 
gracious expreflions and aSunances, touchin| the extraordinary 
fupply granted laft year ; and will cheerfully grant your Ma- 
jelly fuch fupplies as lhall efFeftually provide for the public 
fervice. , 

It ^s. with unfpeakable forrow of heart, that we obferve the 
many artifices which are made ufe of by the common enemies 
of our religion to undermine and weaken it both at home and 
abroad t and, as we have the moft grateful fenfe of the tender 
concern which your Majefty has been pleafed to exprefs for 
the proteftant religion, and efpccially for the main fupport of 
it, the church of England as by law efiablilhed ; fo we are* 
relolvcd, on our part, to confider of the moft effcftual me^ 
thods for ftrengthening the proteftant intcreft of thefe king- 
doms. 

It is a plcafiire to us, that the eyes of all Europe are turned 
upon us, at this critical jiinflure; fince we have thereby an 
opportunity of fticwing the world the juft confidence we repofe 
in your Majefty, and our iinfhakcn refolutions to fupport your 
government in fuch manndr as (hall enable your Majefty to 
fettle the peace of Chriftendom. 


His Majejiy^s Anjwer^ November 2^9 
(jcnllemen, 

J THANK you for the ^eated aftii ranees you have given 
me, in this dutiful any loyal addrefs, of your affeftionate 
fupport and alfirtance in th;*i prefent junfture of affairs : 1 ex- 
pected no lefs from a Houfe of Commons fo affectionate to my 
perfon, and fo zealous for the public welfare. 


His Majejlfs Mejfage to the Houfe of Commons^ Feh. 1718. 
George Rex. 

TITIS Majefty having received a very dutiful addrefs from the 
South Sea Company, that he would be gracioufly pleafed 
to permit himfelf to be elefted governor of the faid company \ 
and his Majefty being willing to condefeend thereto, recom- 
mends it to this Houfe to confider of proper methods to remove 
any difficulties that may arife on that oc^afion. 


hi 4 
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MeJJage fron^hit Mayfty to* the Houfe of Commons, 
March 17, 1718. 

George Rex. 

H IS Majefty, being at prefent engaged in fcveral negoti^ions 
of the uitermoli concern to the welfare of thefe kingdoms, 
and the tranquillity of Europe ; and having lately received in- 
formation from abroad, which makes him judge that it will 
give weight to his eiuKavours, if a naval lorce be employed 
where it^llall be nectffar) ; doc.< think fir to acquaint this 
Houfe ihcrc vviih ; not doubling but that, in cafe he (hoiild be 
obliged, at this tii i^al juneflure, to exceed the number of;r'*.n 
graii'cd this year lor the fca fcrvice, the Houfe will, at their 
next meeting, provide for fiich exceeding. 


Hh gracious Speech^ Novemhe) ii, 1718. 

My Lords and Gentldmen, • 

T HAVE given orders *to my Lord Chancellor to declare to 
you, in my name and words, the caufes of my meeting you 
in Parliament at this time. 


And thereupon his Majefiy dclive^d into the Lord Chancellor’s 
hands, from the throne, the l\jIo\ving fpccch ; which his 
Lordlliip read to both Houfes. \ 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

CINCE your laft recefs, I have, byethe bleffingof Almighty 
God, concluded fuch terms and conditions of peace and 
alliance between the greateft princes of Europe, as will, in all 
human appearance, induce others to follow their example, and 
make any attempts to dilturb the public tranquillity, not only 
dangerous, but iinpradicable. 

Thefe engagements, 1 am perfiiaded, will be fo much the 
more agreeable to all my good fiibje£ls, as they bind the con- 
tra£ling powers to fupport the fuccelfion to rhefe kingdoms in 
my family, to wliich fome were not at all, and others not fo 
fully, bound by any former treaties. 

During the whole c^nirfe of thefe negotiations, a moft ftrift 
"regard has been had to the inUrells of Spain ; anch 4 >-tter con- 
ditions have been Ilipulatcd for that King than wcA' infilled 
upon in his bclulf even ai the treaty of Utrecht : but'^he war 
in Hungary, which, by our mediation, is fince happily '^nded, 

Having 
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having tempted the court of Spain, iinjufHy| to attack the Em- 
peror ; and the hopes they have fince conceive d of raifing dif- 
turbances in Great Britain, France, and elfcwhere, having 
encouraged them to believe, that we fliould not be able to 
ill pnrfiinncc of our treaties, for the defence of tl;e dominions 
iiuiuW by them, nor even to fupport thofe other elTcntial and 
nccelfary conditions of the treaty of Utrecht, which provide 
againll the great monarchies of Europe being at any lime here- 
after Halted under one Sovereign ; they liave not only perilled 
in fuch a notorious violatioi^of the public peace and tiaiujuil- 
liiy, blit have rejcv^H'd all our amicable propofals, and have 
broke through their mod folcmn engagements tor the fcciirity 
of *01 1 r commerce. 

To vindicate therefore the faith of our former treaties, as 
well as to maintain thofe which we have lately made, and to 
protecl and defend the trade of my fubjeifs, which has, in 
r.very branch, been violently and unjuftly opprclftd, it became 
‘nccelfary for our naval iorces to check their iprogrefs : it was 
reafonable to hope, that the fuccefs of^oiir arms, the repeated 
offers of friend 111 ip which f have iicvej: ceafed to make in the 
mod preding manner, and the mcalur«s taken, in concert 
with the Emperor, and the mod chridian King, to redore the 
public ttantjuiUity, would have produced abetter dirpofition in 
thf-couiT of Spain : but 1 have received infonnations, that, 
indcad of lidening to our reafonable terms of accommodation, 
that court lias lately given ^ders, at all the ports of Spain, 
and of the Wed Indies, to A out privateers, and to take our 
fliips. ' f 

1 am perfuaded, that a iiritifli Parliament will enable me to 
refent fuch treatment as becomes us ; and it is with picafure 
that I can aifurc you (»fithe ready and friendly rcfoliilions of 
our good brother, the Regent of France, to concur and join 
with me in the mod vigorous meafiires. 

The firm confidence I repofe in the aiFeclions of my people, 
together with my earned defire to eafe them of every charge 
not abfoUitely nccedaiy, determined me, immediately after the 
exchange ol the ratification of our great alliance, to make a 
very confiderablc rediidion of our land forces ; nor could I 
better exprefs, than by fo doing, how little we apprehend the 
attempts of our enemies to didurb the peace of my kingdoniSj^ 
even though Spain (hoiild think fit to continue fnme time ini 
war : our naval force, employed in concert with our allies, 
will, 1 ty«u^i^G^Hl, foon put a happy end to the trouble 
which th/ ambitious views of that court have begun, and fe- 
cure to toy fubjefts the execution of the many treaties in force 
Vclatinc to our commerce. 


Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons^ 

•I miift dcfire you to grant me fuch fupplics as will enable 
me to carry on the fervice of the year : I have given orders 
to have the proper eftimates laid before you ; whereby you 
will perceive, I have reduced the expenfc as much as oujr cir- 
ciimftances can well admit : I have the plcafure to obferve to 

J ou, that the funds appropriated for finking the public debts 
ave anfwercd above expc&ation : I muft, however, recom- 
mend to you, to confider of proper methods for im]3roving 
them, by preventing the frauds anti abufes daily committed in 
the public revenues ; not doubting but, in all your proceedings, 
you will have that regard to the inviolable prefervation oiLthe 
public credit, which may quiet the minds of all thofe that have 
Uu/led to parliamentary engagements. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

There never was a time when your unanimity, your vigour > 
and difpatch, wfte more neceflary, to fo many good ends as 
thofe we have now in wew : I hav9 done my part ; it remains 
with you to give the hft finifhing to this great work; our 
friends and our enemies, both at home and abroad, arc waiting 
the event of your rcfolutions; and I dare promife myfelf, that 
the firft have nothing to apprehend, nor the others to hope, 
from your condudl in this important junfture, who have, 
during the whole coiirfe of my reign, given fuch lively proofs 
©f your zeal and affedtion to perfon, and of your love to 
your country. 


jfddrefs to his Alajcjlyby the Houfe of Commons ^ Nov* I2, 1718. 

May it pleafe your Majefty, ^ 

your Majefty ’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjedls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alTembled, 
do return our moft fincere and unfeigned thanks to your facred 
Majefty, for your moft gracious fpeech from the throne ; and 
for the many and great dnftances which you have been gra-? 
cioufty pleafed therein to give your people, of your conltant 
endeavours for their fecurity and welfare. 

It is with the greateft pleafure that we have this opportunity 
to aiTure your Majefty, that we have an entire fatisfadlion in 
^hofe meafures which you have already taken for ftrengthening 
tW proteftant fucceftion to the crown of thefe 'te'aiu s in your 
own family ; and for eftabliftiing lading tranquilliV^ in Eu- 
rope ; and particularly, in relation to the crown Spain j 
^nd we are refolved on our parts, to the utmoft of our'^^ower,i 

to 
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to enable your Majefty, in concurrence wi|h your allies, not 
only to refcnt the injui ies tvhVh that crown has already done ta 
the commerce of thefe kingdoms, in breach of the treaties 
fubfifting between the two nations ; but will likcwifc fupporC 
your^Majefty, in the moft vigorous and efFcdual manner, in. 
fuch ftvther mcafures as in yotir great wifdom you lhall judge 
ncceflary to complete the public tranquillity, and to check the 
growth of that naval power, which miift other wife prove dan- 
gerous *to the trade of thefe kingdoms, and the repofc of £u«* 
rope. • 

We fliould be wanting in our duty to your Majefly, if we 
did not exprefs, in the moft affedionate manner, the great fenfc 
we have of that inftance of your tender concern for the cafe 
of your people, in the farther redudion wdiich you have made 
of your land fo;:ces ; which mutt be accepted by all your good 
fubjefts, as the ftrongeft proof of your wifdom and goodnefs* 

We crave leave to concur with your facred Majetty, that re-- 
gard mutt always be had to the inviolable pit^fervaiion of the 
public credit, for the quieX andjutt (kcurity of all thofe who 
have trotted to parliamentary engagements : 

And do further affure your Majetty, that wc will, by our 
condud in this important jundure, gi^e your Majetty, and the 
whole world, all imaginable proofs of our zeal, and inviolable 
duty and alFedion to your perfon and government, and of our 
)ove to our country. 


His Majejlfs jJfuwer, November 14, ijiB. 
Qentlemen, 

T AM extremely fenfibft of the duty and affedion you cx- 
prefs to my perfon ; your vigour and rcfolution to fupport 
me will encourage our friends, and, by the bleffing of God, 
enable me to defeat the ill -grounded hopes of our enemies s 
as, I am perfuaded, the necellity and ufcfulncfs of your pro^ 
ceedings will be approved by the event, I do return you my 
very hearty thanks for this loyal addrefs. 


His Majeji/s moji gracious Speech, Afarch 10, 17-9* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, * 

f HAV|^; given orders to my Lord Chancellor to declare to 
you,;in my name and wordsi a matter 1 think of the 
, grcatefl' importance. 

. Aii 4 
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And the Lord C^harcellor thereupon acquainted both Houfes, 
that he had received his Majeily’s commands Irom the 
thiOiiC, to declare to them, in hU Majcliy s name, and in 
his Majefty*s own words, the rcafons ot his coining this 
day to railiamcnl. 


Then the Lord Chancellor read a fpcech, as followcth : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TTAVING received horn our good brother and ally, the moll 
chriltian King, rcj>eated advices ihat an invalion will fud- 
denly be allem.pled from Spain, againil my dominions, "fffTa- 
vour ot the Iheicudc r to my crown, I have judged it convenient 
to make you acquainted with it ; and lhall, on my part, take 
all the neccH'ary mcafures to defeat the dcligns of our enemies. 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

This attemjjtf it it proceed, muft engage me in fome fur- 
ther eXjCnli-S by fea ar.id land, than provilion has been made 
for : 1 luuJt thcictnre recommend a to you, that I be enabled, 
in fuch manner as you lhall ju<ke convenient, to m ike the 
necellaiy difpohtions Icr our le^uiity • and you may depend 
upon It, that I lhall, upon this, and all occafioriF, have as 
much regard to the cafe of niy people, as lhall be conliltent 
with their faiely. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The many proofs 1 have had Oi» the afFeftion and loyalty of 
this Pai'i.uiient, leave me no room to doubt of ytjur iteady and 
vigorous perl jvevancc in fupport ot my perfon and government 
ujjon this occalioiu 


His AiQjtjiy\ mojl griulou 5 Speech^ iNovember 23, 1719* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

J HAV'E given oidcr to my Lord Chancellor, to declare to 
you, in my name and words, the caufes of my meeting you 
in Parliament at this time. 


And the Lord Chawctllor thereupon acquainted both Houfes, 
that he had received a fpeech from his Trfljelfj., from the 
throne ; which the Lord Chancellor read ; and of which. 
Mr, Speaker faid, he had, to prevent any ob- 

tained 
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tamed a copy ; which he read to the Houfe ; and is as 

iblloweth : • * 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

fatisfadion with which I always meet yon is very much 
"*■ ^;^reafcci at this time, when it has pleafed Almighty God fo 
to ftrengthen ilie arms of Great Briiaiii, and our confederates, 
and fo to profper our fcvcral negotiations, that, by his blclling 
«)n our, endeavours, w^e may rcafonably promife ourfelvcs to 
reap very foon the fruits of pur fucceil'es. I am perfiiadcd it 
will be accounted, by all my good fuhje£ls, a fullicient reward 
for fomc exiraordinaiy expenfe, that all Europe, as well as 
thfcuTkingdoms, is upon the point of bcin(r delivered from ’the 
calamities of war, by the influence of Hritilh arms and cotin- 
fels : one protcflant kingdom has already been relieved by our 
fcafonable interpofition ; and fiich a foundation is laid, by our 
late treaties, for an union amongft other great protcflant 
'powers, as vviU very much tend to the fccvkiity of our holy 
religion. 

I believe you cannot bilt be furprffed at the continuation 
of a war, vs here our enemies have nothing to hope, and fo 
much to fear ; it is indeed dilhcult to frame any judgment of 
thofe cotinfels which have broke otit of late in fo many rafli and 
ill-conccited meafurcs : if they depciu! nj)on our divifions at 
home, I doubt not but, in a very Ihort time, their hopes, 
founded upon this expe£lati/n, w»iU prove as vain and ill- 
grounded as any of their for/icr projefis. 

In congratulating with yiii on this happy poll 11 re of affairs, 
I mult tell yon, that as I have been vciy juit and faithful to 
my engagements, fo I have met fuch frank and powerful re- 
turns of affiflance from liiy allies, as will, 1 doubt not, efU- 
hlilh a lading fricndfhip among us. 

•Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

You will fee, by the accounts I have ordered to be delivered 
10 you, how moderate a ufe I have made of the power intruded 
with me, to augment my forces by Tea and land. I depend 
upon the eminent duty and affedion you have always fliewa 
to my perfon and government, that you will be vigorous in 
difpaiching the necelfary fupplics fur the year : to which pur- 
pofe I have ordered the effiiuatcs to be laid before you ; and, 
at the fame time, I muft defire you to turn your thoughts to 
all proper for Iclfening the debts of the nation. ^ 

MyfL.ords and Gcnileinen, 

You^nuft all be fenfible of the many undeferved and unna- 
Vtural t^ubles 1 have met with during the courfe of my reign : 
f / our 
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our dividons at home have gone magnified abroad ; and, by 
infpiring into fom£ foreign powers a falfe opinion of our force, 
have encouraged them to treat us in a manner which the crown 
of Great Britain fhall never endure, while I wear it. 

The trouble and expenfe which this hath brought upon ms, 
have been mod loudly complained of by thofe who the 
occafion of them : but, with your aflidance, 1 have hitherto 
got through all thefe difficulties ; and, by the continuance of 
your help, I hope very foon to overcome thena, fince the hand 
of God has fo viiibly been with us, in all our undertakings. 

If the neccffitics of my government have fometimes engaged 
your duty and affedlions to truft me with powers, of which 
yoif have always, v ith good rcafon, been jealous ; the trtTOle 
world mu ft acknowh dge they have been fo ufed, as to juftify 
the confidence you have repofed in me : and as 1 can truly 
affirm, that no prince was ever more zealous to increafe his 
own authority, than 1 am to perpetuate the liberty of my peo- 
ple, I hope you \v\U think of all proper methods to eftablifli, 
and tranfmU lo your poilerhy the freedom of oar happy con- 
ftitutiori ; and, particularly, to fecute that part which is moil 
liable to abufe : 1 value myfdf upon being the firft who hath 
given you an opportunity to do it ; and I muft recommend it 
to you to complete ihoil meafures which remained imperfcdl 
the iaft fellion. 

So far as human prudence can foretel, the unanimity of this 
feffion of Parliament muft eftabiifti, with the peace of all Eu- 
rope, the glory and trade of thefe uhigdoms on a lafting foiinda* 
tion : I think every man may fee \ he end of our labours : all 
1 have to alk of you is, that you would agree to be a great and 
flouriihiiig people, fince it is the only means by which 1 defire 
to become a happy King. « 


Addrcfi to his Mujrfy by the Houfe of Commons^ Nov. 24, 1719. 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

-TTrE, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and' loyal fubJeSs, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament allcmbled, 
do return our moft unfeigned thanks to your Majefty for your 
moft gracious fpeech from the throne ; and afture your Ma- 
jefty, that our hearts are filled with unfpeakable joy, upon 
your fafe and happy return to thefe your kingdoms ; and with 
ftie moft juft and grateful fenfe of your unwea;»ivd' v- hours for 
our welfare, and the fecurity of the proteftant religioSi. 

Wc heartily congratulate with your Majefty on th^/uccefs 
of your Biitilh arms ; and return the thanks of this Holife, in ( 

V the! 
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the mod dutiful manner, for fuch meafures taken, by the iu^ 
Alienee of Britiffi couiifcls, as afford the n^reft profpe£l of a 
general peace abroad, and of enjoying, with glory, the benefits 
trade and tranquillity. 

\; 3 ^nd we crave leave to afliire your Majefty, that we will on 
our|/^rts, by the vigour of our rclblutioiis for the fupport of 
your government, and by the difpatch which we will give to 
the necelfary fiipplies, convince the world, that, if our enemies 
have cc^ceived any hopes from our divifions at home, this hath 
been the vaineft of all their,proje£ls : and we will enable your 
Majefly, in concert with your allies, effeflually to fupport and 
perfeft thofc juft and equitable mcafures which have been taken 
to’elfSBIifli a general peace. 

And we further alfurc your Majcfty, that we will apply 
ourfelves to find out the beft means for lelfcning the debts of 
the nation, and fuppurting the public credit ; and will concur 
ill all proper methods to eftablifh and preferve the freedom of 
‘*oiir happy corvftitution, for which your faq,ed Majefty has 
given fo many tender proofs of your care and affcftioii. 


His Majejlys Jnjwcfy Nov^ 25, 17 19. 

Gentlemen, 

'^HIS loyal addrefs deferves my beft thanks : it contains the 
moft dutiful and affettioijffte expreflions to my perfon and 
government ; and you fliall ir/rccivc my fenfe of them, by the 
endeavours I will always ife to procure your welfare and 
profperiiy, 


Mejjage from his MajcJly^ May 4, 17 20. 

Geopge Rex. 

TJIS Majefty having received federal petitions from great 
numbers of the inoft eminent merchants of the city of 
London, humbly praying, that he would be gracioufly pleafcd 
to grant them his letters patents for erefting corporations to 
afliire fhips and merciiandife \ and the faid merchants having 
offered to advance and pay a confiderable fum of money, for 
his Majefty ’s ufe, in cafe they may obtain letters patents ac- 
cordingly ; his Majefty being of opinion, that creding two 
fuch corporations, exclufive only of all plher corporations and 
focieties, AWjring of fhips and merchandife, under prope# 
reftriftio’is and regulations, may be of great advantage and 
fecurit)* to the trade and commerce of the kingdom, is willing 
and de^^bous to be ftrengthened by the advice aud aflillance of 
/ this 
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this Hotife, in a matter of this nature and importance: he 
tlierefore hopes fof their ready concurrence, to fccurc and con- 
firm the privileges his Majelty (hall grant to fuch corporations ; 
and to enable him to difeharge the debts of his civil goverr * 
ment, without burdening his people with any new aid or fup; iy» 


Addrefs by the Houfc of Commons^ May 7, 17 20. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefly’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfemblcd, 
return yf)iir Majcfty our humble thanks for communicatTng' to 
this Hoiife the applications made to your Majefty for obtain- 
ing charters for infuring ftiips and merchanclifes : your Ma- 
jcfty being gracioully plcafed not to take any ilcps in a matter 
of fuch importance to the trade and commerce of the king- 
dom, without tWe advice and conciiiTcncc of your Parliament, 
is an inftance of fo inugh condefcenfion as dclerves the higheft 
returns of duty and thnnkfiilncfs. 

We acknowledge your Majefty’s goocinefs in applying to the 
tifc of the civil government the advantages arifing to your Ma- 
jefty from fuch propofals : it is a great fatisfaftiori to your 
Commons to fee the honour and dignity of the crown fupport- 
cd under the difficulties which the ncceffity of your Majefty’s 
aftaiis may have occafioned, without laying the burden of any 
new aid or fupply upon your pccJple. 

And we beg leave to allure you^ Majefty, that this Houfe is 
refolved to render etfcclual your Majefty *s gracious intentions 
for the eafe, feciiriiy, and welfare of your trading fubjedls. 


lli^ ATajeJiy s Afifivei ^ May 1720. 

Gentlemen, 

T RECEIVE this addrefs as a particular mark of your affec- 
tion to me : it is a new proof to me, and all the world, how 
much I can always depend upon it ; I thank you tor it in a 
particular manner. 


yonit Addrefs to h'ls Afaj Jly by both Houfes^ 3i 1720- 
\ Moft gracious Sovereign, 

W^; your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
Loids fpiritnal and temporal, and Commons, in^ Parlia- 
ment aflcmblcd, do moft humbly return your Majefty 6 ir molt 
9 wartv 
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hearty thanks for the continuance of your feafonable infcrpo- 
fition, in conjundtion with the other protedliit powers, on tho 
behalf of the poor perfecuted protcftams abroad. 

^ We alfo beg leave humbly to exprcfs our fatisfadiion in the 
pV'lpeft there is, that, by your Majefly’s gracious endeavoiiri, 
they IT ay obtain the redrefs of ihcir grievances, and be rcitored 
to the enjoyment of ihofe rights and privileges to which they 
have the jull^ft title by the mod: foleniii treaties, and be f:cured 
in the fvttire enjoyment of them. 

And wc do aifure your N'kijefty, that wc will cheerfully con-^ 
cur with your Majefty, in the profccuiion of fuch meafurcs aS 
your Majefty, in your wifdom, ftiall judge moft conducive to 
fo greirr'and good au end. 


His Alujefiy s Jnjhver^ June S, 17 20. 

■ • My Lords and Gentlemen, 

*1 HOPE that my endeavours, in con^iinflion with the other 
'*■ protettant powers, to protute eafe and fccurity to our dif- 
trelfcd brethren abroad, will, by the blolling ot God, prove 
liicccfsl'ul. 

The unanimous and commendablc*zeal which you exprefs 
upon this occafion cannot fail to add weight to my inftances ; 
and you may depend upon it, that nothing lhall be wanting 
on my part to comply wit!) wl&t you fo juftly dclire. 


His Majejiy^s moji gracious Speech y December 8, 17 20. 

My Lords and Gentlenjcn, 

J HAVE given order to my Lord Chancellor to declare to 
you, in my name and words, the caufes of my meeting you 
in Parliament at this time. 


And the Lord Chancellor thereupon acquainted both Houfes, 
that he had received the following fpecch from his Majefty 
from the throne. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

CiNCE we laft parted the face of our affairs abroad is be- 
^ come r.oiv, favourable ; the peace in tlie fouth only wan ^5 
the form of a congrefs ; and that of the north is brought much 
nearer *0 a conclufion t I (hall, at a proper time, order the 
fcveral treaties 1 have made to be laid before you ^ by which 
Vox.,!, Mm you 
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yon will perceive the fuccefs of our endeavour's td edabliHi a 
peace throughout Europe, and to^feciire and fupport the pro- 
tettant religion : at the fame time, I can never fufficiently ex- 
prefs my concern for the unhappy turn of alFairs which has fr 
much affedled the public credit at home< , 

Gentlemen of the Hotifc of Commons, 

1 do mod earncftly recommend it to you, that yOii confidef 
of tile mod effcftual and fpeedy methods to redor^ the national 
credit, and fix it upon a lading foundation : you will, 1 doubt 
not, be alTifted in fo <;ommendab‘le and neceiTary a work by 
every man that loves his country, and efpccially by the fevcral 
great focietks of this kingdom: 1 hope you will, on^-his oc- 
cafion, remember, that all your prudence, yonr temper, and 
reifolution, are neceifary to find out and apply the proper re- 
medies to our misfortune ; which will, if you fuccccd, lerve to 
increafe that reputation you have fo jiidly acquired ; particu- 
larly, if you fliall be able, notwithftanding thefc difficulties, to- 
clifeharge a part of the public debts. 

I have ordered the federal edi mates to be laid before you of 
the expenfe for the enfuing year ; and niiid defire you to dif* 
patch the fiipplles neceifary for them. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I am glad to obferve fo you, that our trade docs appear fo 
have been mote extended this year than in the preceding one ! 
■we have the m(»d flourilhing iiaw of any nation whatfoever to 
protedl it i and'^ I hope, you wil\ turn your thoughts lo the 
bed methods for the fecurity and enlarging of our commerce: 
you may depend on my hearty concurrence to all fuch pro- 
vifions as dull appear to you neceifary for the good of my 
people# ' 


ulddicfs by the Honfe of Commons^ Decanter g, 1720. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majedy’s mod dutiful and loyal fubje£^s, th« 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfembled, 
beg leave to return your Majcdy our mod dutiful and hearty 
th3nks for your mod gracious fpeech from the throne. 

We can never fufficiently exprefs' our gratitude to your 
Majefty, for your co^idant care of the true intered of your 
tibje€ts i nor the faiisfaSion of your faith l;ii-€oinmons, in 
feeing that the jud influence of your Majedy’s counfels abroad 
has procured fo near a profped^ of a general peace throughout 
Europe ; which is a freih indance to them, that your*Majedy 
% • places- 



( 53t ) • 

Jjlaccs ydur greatncfs only in the profperit)^ and happhiefs df 
ycut people. * 

If any thing could more effefiual^ endear your Majefty to 
ii\ than the mildnefs of your government, it would be that 
tenci.r and affedionate concern you exprefs for the prefent 
misfortunes of your people, occafioned by the unhappy turn 
of affairs that hath fo much affcdlcd the public credit of this 
kingdom. 

3ut Jour faithful Commons are met together with minds 
fully difpofed to take the mdlt jult and effedtuai methods, and 
to do every thing that becomes an aiTcdionate Parliament at 
this crpi^al conjundurc, wherein your Majelly’s government, 
and the intcreft of^-four people, arc fo highly concerned, to 
reftore and fix the credit of this nation upon fuch folid and 
lafiing foundations as may elfedually give cafe and quiet to the 
minds of your Majefiy’s fubjeds: and we flatter ourfelves, 

, that our undertaking will be the more eafy, fince we are de- 
termined to prcfcced with all pollible prudence, temper, and 
refolution, to inquire into ihe caiifes i)f our prefent misfor- 
tunes y and, with the matureft deliberation^ apply ourfelvcs to 
find out the moft proper meafures for redreffing them, and for 
punifliing the authors of them. • 

The improvement of our trade is of fo public a Concertt^ 
and fo necelfi^ry for the fupport and power of this kingdom^ 
that we will employ our utmoP#endeavours to confider in what 
manner the commeicc of the nation may be bell fecured and 
extended. 

And we beg leave to affure your Majefty^ that we will, 
with all cheerfulncfs and unanimity, grant the fupplies which 
fhall be ncceifary for the fcrvice of the enfuing year, and the 
fupport of your government, upon which the happinefs of the 
nation, the liberty of your fubjeds, and the fccurity of out 
religion^ fo entirely depend. 


ilis Majejiys Jufivety December 1 7 20 . 

Gentlemeh, 

T RETURN you my hearty thanks for this addrefs ; and, 
as I depend on your applying a fpeedy remedy to the prefent 
diflrefs,, I am perfuaded you will take the moft piudeni mea-* 
fures to make it cflcdual. ' 

0 
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Mejjage from his Mqjejiy to^he Houfe of Commons^ fune i6| 1721* 
George Rex. 

TJIS Majcfty having taken the firft opportunity, upon the 
death of the late King of Sweden, to renew the ancient 
alliances between this kingdom and Sweden ; and having fti- 
pulated, by a treaty, to pay a fubiidy to that crown, hath or- 
dered that treaty to be laid before the Hoiife of Commons; 
and hopes, from their known zeal and affcdlion for the pro- 
tcllaiit religion, and the true intcrcll of their country, that 
tliey will enable him to make good the crvgiagements en- 

lered into upon this occafion. 

His Majcliy being informed that two (hips, called the 
Briftol Merchant and Turkey Merchant, now lying under 
qu^u-antine, did arrive from Cyprus, and other parts of Turkey, 
infeded with the plague, and have cotton wool and other goods 
on board, which arc dangerous to fpead the infe^fion ; and 
conceiving it necclfaryi” for the prefervation of the health of 
his fybjefts, that the faid iliips and their ladings be burnt and 
deflniiyed, and that a rcafonable fatisfavSlion be given to the 
owners, hath, by the advice of his privy council, canfed the 
value thereof to be computed ty his Majejty’s officers, and or- 
dered thofe computations to be laid before the Houfe of Com- 
mons, that provifion may be mi*le for faiisfying the fame. 


A lijfagefrom his Majcfty to the Ihnje of Commons, fu/y 11,17^1. 
George Rex. 

rilS Majerty finds it necefTary to acquaint his loyal Houfe of 
^ Commons with the difficulties he labours under by reafon 
of debts contrav!-led in his civil government ; which, being 
computed at Lady-day la(l, do amount to mure than five hun- 
dred and fifty thoufaiul pounds. 

If the provifion made by an adl; of the la ft feflion of Par- 
liament, for difeharging this debt, had not hitherto proved, 
in a very great degree, incfledfual, his Majefty had not been 
uader a ncccffity of applying again to Parliament upon this 
occafion ; but, being *Tcfolvcd to caufe a retrenchment to be 
i^ade of his civil lift expenfes for the future,* and finding that 
fucha retrenchment cannot well be effefted without difeharging 
the prefent arrears, has ordered the accounts thereof to’ be laid 
before the Houfe ^ and hopes he may be impowered to raife 
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ready money for that purpofe on the civil lift revenues, which, 
to avoid the laying any ne\^ burden on his people, his Ma- 
jefty propofes ftiall be replaced to the civil lift, and reimburfed 
ff.,V a dcdiidlion to be made out of the falaries and wages of 
all 'offices, and the penfions and other payments from the crown. 


His Majejiy^s moji gracious Speech, July 31, 1761. 

My Lords and Gentlemco, 

T HAVE ordered my Lord Chancellor to deliver to you, in 
^ my name and words, the caiifcs of my calling you together 
fo fudderily at^Ti i s feafon of the year. 


And the Lord Chancellor thereupon acquainted both Hoiifes, 
that he had received the following fpcech from his Majefty 
from the throne. * 

My Lords and Gcntlemeh, ^ 

^T^HE occafion of my calling you together again fo fud- 
denly, is to give you an opportun^y of refuming the con- 
fideratioh of the ftale of public credit. 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

The progrefs that you ma^e in this affair during the laft 
feflion, has laid fuch a foundation of this neceffary w^ork, 
that the world is fully apprifed of what is reafonably to be 
hoped for at this prefent conjunfturc. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I mull recommend to you all poftible difpatch, and am per- 
fuaded, that at this feafon of the year your deliberations will 
be confined to what is abfolutely neceffary upon this extraor- 
dinary occafion. 


His Afajcjly s moJi gracious Speech, Ofloher 1721. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE ordered my Lord Chancellor to deliver to you, in 
^ my name and words, the caufes of#your meeting at this 
time in Parliament. ^ 


Mm3 


And 
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And ihc Lord Cfiancellor therewpon acquainted both Houfes, 
that he had received the following fpeech from his Majefty 
from the throne. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T ACQUAINTED yon, when we parted laft, with our havii^ 
^ renewed all our treaties of commerce with Spain ; fince 
which, peace is hapj)ily reftored in the north by the co/iclufion 
of the treaty between the Czar an^l the King of Sweden ; and, 
by that which 1 have made with the Moors, a great number 
of my fiibjefts arc delivered from flavery ; and all fitch of 
them as trade to thofe parts of the wori’J,arc. T^’*t4Tt5’future, 
fecured fiom falling under that dreadful calamity. 

ill this lituaiion of affairs we (houlci be extremely wanting 
to ourfclvcs, if we negleded to improve the favourable op- 
poitiinity,^ which this general tranquillity gives us, of ex- 
ten ling our cotjtmerce, upon which the riches and grandeur 
pf this nation chiefly depend : it is very obvious, that nothing 
would more conduce io the obtaining fo public a good, than 
to make the exporiatjon pf our own manufadlurcs, and the 
imporiaiion of the cpmmoditics ufed in the manufadluring of 
as praAicable and eafy as may be: by this means the 
balance <>f trade ri.ay be preferved in our favour, our naviga- 
tion incn‘aA.d, and greater numbers of our poor employed : 

I muU ihcr< toie iccomnuntl it to you, Gentlemen of the 
H'unt iif Conniions, to confider hpw far the duties upon 
jhefe br,melie5 inay be taken off, and replaced without any 
viohiMC’ii of public faith, or laying any new burden upon my 
peoi^le ; and I promife myfelf, that, by a due confideration 
of I'tiis marier, th<! produce of tlK'fe duties, compared with 
ihe iniiiutc advantages that will accrue to the kingdom by 
their hr ng taken otf, w ill be found fo iuconiiderablc, as to 
ieave iilile rooin lor any dilflcullies or objedlions, 

'D'c fupplying ouiielves with naval llorcs upon terms the 
troll c:if\, and lealt precarious^ feems highly to deferve the 
cau and attention of Pailiamcnt : our plantations in America 
ra.urally abtaii^d with niolt the proper materials for this 
u ce iary and eflential part of our trade, and maritime itrenglh; 
4 .id if, by due encouragement, wx could be furnifhed from 
i Knee W'i h ^hofe naval (tores which wc are how obliged to 
] 'v,hare bring (iu\n foreign countries, it would not only 
V ‘'dy coniiibute to ilie riches, influence, and power, of this 
n ; but, by employing our own colonics in this ufeful and 
',i’jgcous fcivice, divert them from fetting up and carrying 

9n 
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on manufadlures, which clirc6lly interfere w'ith thofe of Great 
Britain. • * 

Gentlemen of the Hoiife of Commons, 

It will be a great pleafiire k) me, if, in raifing the fuppli -.s 
of this year, it may be fo ordered, that my people may reap 
feme immediate benefit from the prefent circumllanccs of af- 
fairs abroad : J have ordered eftimates to be prepared for the 
fervice of the enfuing year; and likewife an account* of the 
debts of tlic navy to be la^d before you : you cannot but be 
fcnfible of the ill coitftquences that arife from fuch a large 
debt reir.aining unpeovided for ; and that, as long as the navy 
and vii?L??i>Ui\ i/jL|3ills at a very high difeount, they do not only 
alFeft all other pu^ic credit, but greatly jnereafe the charge and 
expenfe of the current fervice: it is therefore very much to 
be wilhcd, that you could find a method of difeharging this 
part of the national debt, which, of all others, is the moll 
heavy and burclcnfomc ; and, by that mcans^ have it in your 
pow'er to cafe your country of iome part of the taxes, winch, 
from an abfolute neccllity, they have bten obliged to pay. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The unfpcakablc mifery and defolation that !ias of late raged 
in feme parts of Europe, cannot but be a fufficient warning 
to us to ufe all poiliblc precautions to prevent the contagion 
from being biought in amon^ us; or, if thefe kingdoms 
(liould be vifited w ith fuch a fatal calamity, to be in a condi-* 
lion, W’^ith the blelling of God, to (lop its further progrefs ; 
and, as all other proviiions will be altogether vain and iruit- 
Icfs, if the abominable pradlicc of nifining of goods be not at 
once totally fupprelfcd, I moll carnellly recommend to you to 
let no other confuleratiorf (land in competition with aduecaie 
of prefci ving many ihoufand lives. 

The fevcral affairs which I have mentioned to you being of 
the highell and moll immediate concern to tlie w iiole kingdom, 
I (louht not but you will enter into the confideralion of them 
with that temper, unanimity, and difpaich, that the iiecdfity 
and importance of them require. 


jiddrefs by the Houje of Cominans to hn AdifftSy Oil, 20, 1721. 

Moll gracious SovcrcigPi # 

TT^E, your Majefty*s moft dutiful and loyal fnhjefls, tl 4 
Qommons of Great Britain, in Parliament allemblcd, 
beg leave to return your Majclly our unfeigned thanks tor your 
Majefty’s moll gracious fpeech from the throne.* 

M m 4 Wc 
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We congratulate your Majefty upon the fuccefs that has at- 
tended your unwearied application for reftoring tranquillity to 
Europe^ for fecuring our commerce by treaties ; and for re- 
leafing great numbers of your fubjefts from flavery amon'^i 
the Moors, and for delivciing 'the trading part of the nation 
from the apprchenfions of the like calamity for the future; 
which are* fo many inflanccs of youv Majefty’s goodnefs, in 
which all your fubjc<![ls ate fo neatly concerned, that we are 
no lefs bound by ititcrcfi, than led by inclination and duty, 
moft thankfully to acknowledge tthefe happy eflfetls of your 
Majefty s care for your people. ' i 

Your Majefty’s recommending to ns tf\ improve the general 
tranquillity abroad, towaids extending com^ 

mercc, is an additional ptOi)f how much your Majefiy has the 
real intcreft of Great Britain at heart in all your counfcls and 
undertakings. 

Your Commons are thoroughly fenfiblc, that our poor can- 
not be fufficicnlly employed, nor the balance of trade be long 
preferved in our favoiij, while fiich duties are continued, as 
cither clog the exportation of our own rnanufaflurcs, or ren- 
der the manutaduring of them at home Icfs cafy and pradVi- 
cable; and tlicy will moft cheerfully apply themi'elves tocon- 
fider how far fiich duii'es can be taken off and replaced with- 
out laying any new burden on your people, or violating the 
public faith ; having great rcafon to promife theinfclvcs that 
the free circulation ot trade, which muff naturally fucceed 
upon the taking off this pielTurc, will, in a fhort fpace of 
time, coinpenfate any diminution of the cufloms which this 
alteration may occalion for the prefent. 

And fince the trade, navigation, and fafety, of this nation 
muft remain, in foine meafuie, precarious, as long as we are 
under the neceffity of purchafing and importing all our naval 
ftoics from foreign countries, your Majefty’s moft faithful 
Commons will do their utmoft endeavours, that this important 
and beneficial branch of trade may be fupplied from your Ma- 
jclly’s plantations in America; and thereby divert our colonies 
from fetling up manufaftnres which diredly interfere with 
thofe of their mother country. 

Your Majefty’s tender concern to have the fupplies of this 
feffion fo ordered, that your fubjedls may be among the earlieft 
in reaping the happy cfFedfs of the general tranquillity abroad, 
cannot fail of opening in your faithful Commons a deii re of 
making fuitabic returns, by proceeding, with all alacrity, to 
grant the neceflTary fupplies for the current fervice of the year, 
and for difcharging the heavy debt of the navy : and we find 
ourfclves engaged, by all the tics of duty and intcreft, to fe- 

cond 
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cond your Majefty’s provident intentions for fiipprefling the 
infamous and pernicious pradlice of runnil)g goods ; which, 
befides that it defrauds the public revenues, and difcouragc$ 
the honett trader, may, at this jundure, endanger the health 
and lives of many thoiifands of your Majefty’s innocent 
fubjefts. 

The fevcral points which your Majefty has been gracioufly 
plcafcd to recommend to us, carry in them fuch evident marks 
of yous Majclly's paternal and muft atfeftionate concern for 
your people, and are<jf fuch lading confeqiience to the wel- 
fare and fafety of tWfsnation, that we ihould be inexcufable, 
if wc did not, by Jrcady concurrence on our parts, do all in 
our power thefc your Majefty’s molt gracious pur- 
pofes effedlual ; and proceed in the confideration of them with 
fuch temper, unanimity, and difpatch, as may hilly anfwer 
your Majerty’s expedtations, and defeat the defigns of thofe 
who hope lor any other contentions amongft us, but of zeal 
and affedion towards your Majefty s facred perfon and go- 
vernmentt 


His Majejlfs Anfwer f O^oJicr 23, 1 721. 

T RETURN you my thanks for this dutiful and loyal ad- 
drefs ; and for the aflurances you give me of going through 
the weighty affairs now before /ou with unanimity and difpatch r 
and I promife myfclf, from your experienced zeal and appli- 
cation, that my good wifties for the welfare and profperity of 
my people will be rendered effedtual- 


Speech by the Speaker of the Houfe of CommonSy Ofi. n, 1722. 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

knights, citizens, and burgeffes, in Parliament aft 
fembled, having, in obedience to your Majefty’s com- 
mands, proceeded to the choice of a Speaker, do now humbly 
attend to prefent me to your Majefty, as the perfon they have 
called to that fervice ; but as I am confeious of my own weak- 
nefs, and as my want of ability cannot be unknown to your 
Majefty, I moft earneftly befeech your Majefty to accept my 
excufe, and to command your Commons to prefent to your 
Majefty feme other Perfon more worthy of your royal appr^r 

bation. 


Then 
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Then the Lord Chancellor, taWng direflions from his Ma* 
jefty, faid : 

Mr. Compton, i 

“l^OU have fo long, and fo very well difeharged the impor- 
^ tant truft of the Speaker of the Hoiife of Commons ^ and 
his Majefty has had full experience of your zeal for his fer-r 
vice, and for the intereft of your country, which are really 
infcparable, that he is pleafed to^ cqpmand me to tell you, 
that he is perfedlly well faiisficd wiih. the choice which his 
Commons have made of you now to their Speaker; and 
therefore does not admit of your excuf-^, but %\W^of, and 
confirms you, to be Speaker, 


Then Mr. Speaker faid : 

CINCE it is tfoiir Majefty ’s pleafure to approve the choice 
your Commons haw* made, it, is my duty to fubmit, and 
to endeavour to fiipply my want of capacity by a diligent ap- 
plication to the difeharge of this truft which I am commanded 
to undertake. 

The experience I have had of your Majefty’s great good- 
pefs, in p^irdoning my paft errors, encourages me to hope, 
that any involuntary millakes ‘I may hereafter make will re- 
ceive a favourable conftruftion ; and I entirely rely on your 
Majefty’s juflicc and goodnefs, that none of my failings or in- 
firmities may be imputed to your faithful Commons, in whofc 
name I lay claim, by humble petition to your Majefty, to all 
thftr ancient and accuftomed rights, privileges, and immuni- 
ties ; particularly. 

That for their better attendance on the public fervice, their 
perfons, eftates, and fervants, may be free from arrefts, fuits, 
and moleftations ; 

That they may have liberty and freedom of fpcech, for 
the better management of their debates ; 

I'hat they may have free accefs to your Majefty, at all con- 
venient times, as occafion fhall require : 

And that their proceedings in.iy be free from mjfconftrufl:ion| 
qnd receive the moll favourable interpretation. 


Then 
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Then the Lord Chancellor, receiving further dircclioiis frofl| 
his Majclly, faid : • ^ 

T AM commanded by his Majefty to fay, that his Majeftft 
^ being fully allured of the |prudcncc, loyalty, and go^ afr 
feflions of the Houfe of Commons, docs molt willingly grant 
to them all their privileges, in as full a manner as they have at 
any time been granted or allowed by any of his Majefty's roy 4 
predeceifors. 

And; as to what you have faid in relation to yourfelf, his 
Majefty will be gradr^y*pleafcd to put the bell and moll 
favourable conllriiftipns upon your words and actions, in the 
difehar^g^ of your ) 5 uty as Speaker of the Houfe of Com- 
mons. 

His Majefiy^s moj} gracious Spcechy O^ober 15, 1722. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM concerned to find myfclf obliged, at the opening of 
this Parliament, to acquaint you,^that a dangerous confpi- 
facy has been for fomc time formed, and is ftill carrying on^ 
agaiiilt my perfon and government, in favour of a popilh Pre- 
tender.. • 

The difcoverics I have made here, the informations I have 
received from my minillers abroad, and the inicliigcnccs I 
have had from the powers id alliance with me, aud indeed 
from moll parts of Europe, have given me moll ample and 
concurrent proofs of this wdeked dclign. 

Theconfpirators have, by their emiil’arics, made the (Irongcft 
inftances for alTillancc from foreign powers, but were difap- 
pointed in their expei^^tions: however, confiding in their 
numbers, and not difeouraged by their former ill fuccefs, 
they refolved once more, upon th^ir own llrengih, to attempt 
the fiibverfion of my government. 

To this end, they provided confiderablc fums of money, 
engaged great numbers of oflicers from abroad, fecured large 
quantities of arms and ammunition, and thought themfclves 
in fuch readinefs, that, had not the con fpi racy been timely 
difeovered,. we fliould, without doubt, before now, have fecn 
the whole nation, and particularly the City of London, in- 
volved in blood and confufion. 

The care I have tiikftn has, by tlje blefling of God, hi- 
therto prevented the.^q^ution of their iraitcrous proje^s: 
the troops have been eijiiAtnped all this fummer ; fix regiments, 
thougH very necellary for the fccurity of that kingdom, have 
been brought over from Ireland, the States General hav^ 



f { 540 ) 

given me aflurances, that they would keep a confiderable body 
of forces in a roudinefs to emli^ark, on the firll notice of 
their being wanted here; which was all I defired of them, 
being determined not to put my peopfe to any more expenfe 
than what was abfoluiely ncccllary for their peace and fecu-‘ 
rity. 

Some of the confpirators have been taken up, and fecured; 
and endeavours are ufed for the apprehending others. 

My Lords and Geptlemcn, 

Having thus, in general, laid yon the ftatc of the 

prefent confpiracy, 1 mull leave to your cenifulcration what is 
proper and ncceliary to he done lox liie qtUeL of the 

kingdom : I cannot but believe the hopes and expectations of 
our enemies are very ill groun led, in flattering lltemfelves 
that the late difeontents, occalioned by private loifes and inif- 
foriuncs, however iiuiultrioiilly and malicioiifly fomented, are 
turned into difaftjClion and a fpint of ubcllion. 

Had I, fince my acccflion to the throne, ever attempted 
any innovation in our e?Miblil]ied religion; had I, in any one 
inllancc, invaded the liberty or property of my fubjefts; I 
ftould Icfs wonder at any endeavours to alienate the affeCHons 
of my people, and dra>r/ them into meafures that can end in 
pothing but their own deftniClion. 

But to hope to perfnade a tree people, in full enjoyment of 
all that is dear and valuable to fliem, to exchange freedom tor 
llavery, the proteflant religi(»n for popery, and to facrifice at 
once the price of fo much blood and ireafure as have been fpent 
in defence ot our prefent eibblilhment, Teems an infatuation 
not to be accounted for: but, however vain and iinfiiccefsful 
thefe defperate projects may prove in the end, they have at 
prefent fo far the delired etFec^t, as to create imcatinefs and diffi- 
dence in the minds of my people, which our enemies labour 
to improve to their own advantage: by forming plots, they de- 
preciate all property that is veiled in the public funds, and 
then complain of the low (late of credit: they make an in- 
creafe of the national expenfes neceflary, and then clamour at 
the burden of taxes, and endeavour to impute to my govern- 
ment, as grievances, the mifehiefs and calamities which they 
alone create and occafion. 

I wi(h for nothing more than to fee the public expenfes lef- 
fened; and the great national debt put in a method of being 
giyidually reduced and difcharged, with a ftrstl regard to par- 
liainentary faith: and a more favourable opportunity could ne- 
ver have been hoped for, than the llate of profound peace 
which we now enjoy with all our neighbours; but public cre- 
dit 
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dit will always languifli under daily alarms and apprehenCoha 
of public danger; and, as the enemies of orfr peace have been 
able to bring this immediate mifchief upon us, nothing can 
prevent them from continuing |o fubjed the nation to new and 
conftant difficulties and diftrelfes, but the wifdom, zeal, and 
vigorous rcfolutions, of this Parliament. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

* 

I havf ordered the accounts to be made up, and laid before 
you, of the cxtraordinaiy cl^arge that has been incurred this 
fuminer, lor the defdPJEe and fafety of the kingdom; and I 
have been particular!# careful not to diredl any expenfc to be 
made, (poiier, than was of abfolutc necelliiy. 

I have, likewifc, ordered eftimates to be prepared, and laid 
before you, for the fervice of the year enfuing ; and I hope 
the further proviiions which the treafonable praftices of our 
enemies have made neceflary for our common fafety, may be 
ordered with Ipph frugality, as very little t&» exceed the fup'* 
plies of the laft year. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I need not tell you of what infinite concern it is to the peace 
and tranquillity of the kingdom, that •this Parliament fhould, 
upon this occafion, exert themfelvcs with a more than ordinary 
zeal and vigour: an entire union among all that fmcerely wilh 
well to the prefeut ellablilhmcnt, is now become ahfolutely ne« 
ceifary ; our enemies have too long taken advantage from your 
differences and diffenlions. Let it be known that the fpirit of 
popery, which breathes nothing but confuiion to the civil and 
religious rights of a proteftant churcli and kingdom, however 
abandoned fomc few may ];)e, in defpite of all obligations, di- 
vine and human, has not fo far poficilcd my people, as to 
make them ripe for fuch a fatal change ; let the world fee that 
the general difpofition of the nation is no invitation to foreign 
powers lo invade us, nor encouragement to doinctlic enemies 
to kindle a civil w'ar in the bowels of the kingdom: your own 
intereft and welfare call upon you to defend yourftlves, I 
Ihall wholly rely upon the Divine pmtcdlion, the fupport of 
my Parliament, and the affedions of iny people; which I 
fhall endeavour to preferve, by Ileadily adhering to the confti^ 
tution, in church and ftate, and continuing to make the laws 
of the realm the rule and meafurc of all^my ai^iions. 

i 


Adaufi 
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jtidrcfs hy tht Houfs of Commons uhis Majejiy^ OSi, 1 6 , 1 7 22: 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

WE>' your Majefty’s moft dtitiful and loyal fubjefls; the 
Commons ot Great Britain, in Parliament alVembled; 
beg l6ave to return our humble thanks to your Majefty, for 
your mod gracious fpccch from the throne. 

It is with hearts full of joy \vc approach your facred 'perfon j 
to congratulate your Majclly, that,Vl;y the blclFing of God, 
the dcfigns ot your enemies have hitherh) been happily fruf- 
tirated and difappointed. ^ 

We cannot fufHciently acknowledge yowt ’ICKjeTty’s care 
and vigilance, and the wife and prudent meafurcs you have 
taken for otir fafety, in ordering the encampment of the 
troops, and fending d)r fiich others from Ireland, as were 
thought further ne^eflary, for the peace and quiet of this king- 
dom : and it is thi greateft fatisfadtion to us to fee the readinefs 
of your Majclly ’s good /rlcnds anc^ allies, the States General, 
to allill you w ith a good body of forces, if there had been oc- 
cafion. 

But, among all the fl^ps taken for the fafety of your Ma- 
jfefty and the kingdom, none can poflibly equal that of thel 
Ipeedy casing your loyal Commons together in Parliament, 
Vvho are met, determined, w^kli the utmolt unanimity and 
fccal, to do every thing in their power for the prefervation of 
your Majcfly*s mofl facred perfon: nor can lefs be cxpc£lcd 
from the gratitude and affcv3ion of a free people, fenfible that, 
through tlie whole courfe of your reign, no innovation has 
been allcirlptcd in our holy religion, nor the leall encroach- 
ment made upon the liberty or projjcrty of any of your fub- 
jedfs ; and tliat the full enjoyment of all that is dear and va- 
luable to them is entirely owing to your Majefty’s govern* 
ment. 

1 hotigh the enemies to our happy eftabllftiment fhould have 
nlatice and bold ue is enough lUll to be carrying on their traite- 
rous dcfigns, yet we arc perfuaded that all uneafinefs and ap- 
prehenfions will vanllh, \vhen your faithful Commons alfure 
your Majelly that they will enable you effetftually to fupprefs 
all remaining fpirit of rebellion. 

It neither the facred obligation of the moft folemn oaths, 
nor the certain mifery they muft bring upon their country, who 
vS3uld attempt to overturn this government/ can deter them 
from fuch defperate undertakings; if there be any cf your 
Majefty’s fubjeds who arc fo abandoned as to be ready to ex- 
change the prottllaot religion for popery, and liberty for 

flavery ; 
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flaveiy; yet we hope the vigorous refolutions of a loyal and 
dutiful Parliament will convince them of tlife danger, as well 
as folly, of fuch an attempt, and fliew the w'holc world that 
the generality and bell part of your people are fo far from 
giving any invitation to foreigl povvers to invade us, that ihcy^ 
will, with their lives and fortunes, fiipport your Majelly 
againft all your enemies at home and abroad. 

We cannot, therefore, exprefs too great an abhorrence of 
fuch nnpatural practices, nor too great an indignation againft 
thofe who VYonld hav^ ni capital of tins flouiifhing king- 

dom a fcenc ot bl)(»(j(*and dcfolanon. Wicked men! wiiilll 
they have the ir.alicc/io revile your government, and attempt 
to overturn it,-'’t the fame time, have the infulcnce to depend 
upon the clemency of it for their fecurity; while they are en- 
deavouring to deftroy all liberty, they are clamouring, that a 
few of them are, for the public fafety, confined; whiUlthey 
are attempting to deflroy all prope^^y, they are murmuring 
at the necclTary jaxes given to your Majclty imr the ft.ciiriiy of 
it ; and whilft they a5 againll all law ihemfelvcs, they truft^ 
and are confident, that, even in their^ ovvfi cafes, the laws of 
the realm will be the rule and mcafiire of your adionS. 

We beg leavQ to acknowledge, wUh great gratitude, your 
Majefty’s goodnefs, in afluring us, that notvviihJlanding the 
traiterous praflices of your enemies have made the incrcafc 
of the annual expenfe ncccirar}^, yet care will be taken, that 
the fupplies to be alkcd for the year enfuing fhall very little 
exceed wh^t was given for the fcrvice ot the Idt : 

And we alfure your Majelty, that we will not only make 
good the extraordinary expenfes that have been already in- 
<jurred, but will, with all checrfulnefs, grant whatever fhalf 
be ncceflary for the fafety ©f the kingdom ; being eniircly con- 
vinced, that we can by no other means reflore public credit^ 
and enable ourfelves to attempt the gradual rcdudlion of the 
great national debt, with a ftridt regard to parliamentary 
faith, than by doing every thing in our powei for tfic fup- 
port of your Majeliy’s government and our happy cllablilhj 
inent in your royal family. 

And we do, with all humility, return your Majefty our un- • 
feigned thanks for your moft gracious declaration, on which 
we entirely rely, that your Majcfty will fleadily adhere to ouf 
conflitution, in church and ilate; and continue to make thef 
laws of the realm the rule and meafure of your adions. 

d 
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His Mqjejly s Anfwery 0 Holer i8, 1722* 
Gentlemen, 

T RETURN you my hearty tHinks for this very dutiful and 
loyal addrefs : the feafonable^dcclarations of your zeal and 
affcdlion to my perfon and government will, I doubt not, 
contribute very much to the tranquillity and fafety of the 
kingdom; ami as I (lull always look upon my own and the in- 
tcrclt of my pi ople to be infcparablc, you may be aflitred I 
Ihall make no nil* of any power Or ww^fidcnce that my faith- 
ful Oimmons ihall place in me, but inViipport of the confti- 
tuiion, and 111 maintenance of the rights\and liberties of my 
people. 

Addrejs by both' Ho ujt^ of Parliament y November 17 , 1722 . 
Mod gracious SoverLigii, 

yom Mjjedy’s mod dutiful and faithful fubjefls, the 
Lords fpiritiial aSJ temporal, and Commons, in Par- 
liament alfcmblcd, being deeply aifcdled with the fenfc of 
tliofc many bleilings which wc have conrtan|ly enjoyed, and 
hope long to enjoy, iiiulcr your Majefty’s mod juft and gra- 
cious government; and being thoroughly convinced that our 
religious aud civil rights, as wqU as the very being of the Bri- 
tiih name and vonftilution, do, und^'r Ciod, entirely depend 
upon the prefervation of your Majefty’s facred perfon, and of 
the proteftant niccedi(>n, as fettled by law, in your royal line, 
arc filled with the utmoft aftoniihmcnt and indignation at the 
unovamplctl prcfumpticiii and arrogance of titc Pretender to 

J our dt)minions, in daring to ofFcrt fuch an indignity to your 
4 ajcfty and the Britilh nation, as to declare to your fnbjetls, 
and to all foreign princes and ftates, that he finds himfclf in a 
condition to olfer ti rms to your Majefty ; and even to capitu- 
late with you lor the abfolutc furrender of the religion and li- 
berties of a free nation. 

However great the infatuation of his advifers may be, wc 
Urc fcnfible nothing could have raifed his and their hopes to fo 
extravagant a degree of prcfumpiion, but repeated encourage- 
ments and aiTuranccs from the confpirators at home, founded 
on the moft injurious and grols mifreprefentations of the incli- 
nations and alFe£lions*of your Majefty’s fubjefts; and a rath 
<fe»nclulion, that becaiifc fome, from whom, it ought lead to 
have been expetted, had broke through the folemn reftraint of 
reiterated oaths, in order to ruife themfelves on the iruins of 
X tlieir 
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their country, therefore the whole body of the nation waS rij^ 
for the fame fatal dcfedion;^and ready to |?xchange the mild 
and legal government of a moil indulgent prince, for the 
boundlefs rage of an attainted fugitive, bred up in maxims of 
tyranny and fiiperftitinn. I 

But we, your Majeity’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjcfls, re- 
folve, by a Heady and conitant adherence to your government, 
to wipe off this (lain and imputation from the name of Bri- 
tons, aijd to convince the world, that thofe wicked dcfigns 
formed againd your Maj^H/s facrjd perfon and government, 
which the infolence o,f nnis declaration proves to be moft real, 
while it affects to treM them as imaginary, are indeed imprac- 
ticable agaiidt a Prince relying on, and fupported by the vigour 
and duty of a Britiih Parliament, and the affc£lioiis of his peo- 
ple. • 

And we beg leave, in the moft folcmn manner, to affurp 
your Majcfty, that iieiiher the impoieiii menace of foreign af- 
fiftance, nor the utmoit efforts of domcftic tnihors, lhall ever 
deter us from ftanding by your Majefly with our lives and for- 
tunes, and fupporting your Majeftj^ moft juft title to the 
crown of thefe realms againft the Pretender and all his opca 
and fee ret abettors, both at home and abroad. 


Hh Mojcjly f . I nf ver^ Novemba l o, 1722. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T GIVE you many thanks for the juft rcfentmcnl you have 
^ exprelled againll the indignity ottered to me and the Bri- 
ti(h nation. 

1 (hall continue to protect and fupport my good people in 
the fuli enjoyment of their religion, liberties, and property, 
againll all that ihall endeavour to fubjetSl tiicin to tyranny aad 
fupcrftition. 

Aldrcfs to his Majtjiy by the Houfe of Commons^ March 18, 1723- 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

'^OUR Majefty*s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the Com- 
^ moiis, ill Parliament alfemblcd, do humbly beg leave to 
approach your royal perfon, with hearts full of concern an^ 
horror for the deteftable coiifpiracy formed againft your perlbn 
and government. * 

Wc lament, with indignation, that any of our fellow fu^ 
}e£ls, who enjoy, in common with us, the many and fignal 
* VoL. I. N u bUf- 
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bleflingi of y6ur Majefty's mild and juft adminiftrationf ftiould 
fo far give thcmfelvcs up to deli^fion as to confpire agaiiift pub- 
lic liberty, againft their own fecurity, and againft the only bul- 
wark of ail that is dear and valuable, your Majefty's perfon, 
and the proteftant fucccflion if. your royal family. 

We fee with aftoniihment, that perfons of figure and dif- 
tinAion, who ought to have been the bell judges, and moll 
zealous defenders, of your beneficent and mild reign, by 
Vrhich alone their fortunes and dignities can be made fecure, 
ihould be fo far infatuated as to head and abet a monilrous 
confpiracy to deftroy your Maje*fty^‘‘;l^cir country, and them- 
felves \ that honour, faith, and the m\>(l folemn ties of reli- 
gion, ihould be violated in favour of a popilh fugitive, known 
only for his blind bigotry and attachment to Rome. 

As we have, with ftnlible forrow and juft refentment, dif- 
covered thefe vile prailices, fo will we take care that the 
wicked authors may not, by any contrivance or pradlice 
whaifoevcr, ef^ape punilhment, but that ail confpirators may, 
by the juflicc of Parliament, be for ever hereafter deterred 
from engaging in fuch ffaitoroiis attempts. 

We congratulate your Majcfty, and all your good fubjedls, 
that you have cfcapcd the black and unnatural defigns of the 
worft of men, and that Almighty (jod has, by this happy 
difeovery, given you, and your royal family, a freih inftaiice 
of his lingular care and proteflion. 

For us, your faitliful CoiSimons, who feel, with joy and 
gratitude, the ineftimable blellings of your reign, who arc 
lenliblc of the glorious advantages of liberty, and of the pro- 
teftant religion, and have in abhorrence the miferies and 11a- 
very infeparable from popery and a popifti government \ 

Wc will Hand by your Majcfty, and efFcflually fupport 
your government, at the hazard and expenfe of our lives and 
fortunes; 

We will maintain and defend your Majefty’s rightful and 
lawful title to the crown of thefe realms, and endeavour to 
tranfmit to latcll poftcriiy this happy, free, and ancient conlU-- 
tutiun. 


His Majtjiy' s Anfwr^ Alarch 22, 1723. 

^ Gentlemen, 

1 RETURN you imy thanks for this dutiful and loyal ad- 
drefs: it is agreeable to the many iniiances of zeal and 
afFeftion to me, which you have upon every occafion exprefled; 
the juft refentment and indignation you have Ihcwn againft this 

con- 
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confpiracy, will, I doubt not, give entire fatisfaflion to all 
that fincerely wifli well to our prefent eftablifliment, encourage 
the friends to my government, and deter the enemies of our 
common peace from renewinf thefe ralh and dcfpcraie at* 
tempts. I 

H'ts MajeJIy s moji gracious Speech, "January 9, 1724. 

My U5rds and Gentlemen, 

T CANNOT open thip^'feffion without congratulating you 
upon the fuccefs of ‘your endeavours laft year, for the fafety, 
intcreft, and honour cf the kingdom: the rife of public credit, 
the flouriftiing condition of our trzdd and maufadlures, and 
the general tranquillity of my people,! are the happy confe- 
quences of your prudent refoliitions : itris to be hoped, that the 
few examples which were made of fome notorious offenders, 
will be fudicient to deter the moft difatSided from engaging in 
tlie like defperate and w'lcked praclicesiJt the afigmentation you 
thought fit to make to our national forces, by Tea and land, has 
not only fecured the general quiet of ifTe kingdom againft any 
fudden attempts or infurreftions, but has alfo given me fuch 
weight and credit in all foreign ncgocia^ions, as greatly contri- 
bute towards the prefer vat ion of the peace of Europe. 

Gentlemen of the Iloiife of Commons, 

• 

I will order the proper officers to lay before you the cflimatcs 
for the fervicc of the current year ; I defire fucli fnpplies only 
as you lhall find abfolutely neceifary for preferving the peace of 
the kingdom, and for the fecurity of my people ; and thofe, I 
hope, may be raifed, without laying any additional charge or 
burden on my fubjeds. • 

I muft, in a particular manner, recommend to your care the 
public debts of the kingdom, as the moll national concern you 
can pollibly take into your confidcration : I am perfuaded it 
muft be a very great fatisfa<5lion to all my faithful fubjc£ls, to 
fee the finking fund improved and augmented, and the debt of 
the nation thereby put into a method of being fo much the 
fooner gradually reduced, and paid off: it would be a w'ork 
truly w'orthy of a Britiffi Parliament, to begin this commenda- 
ble undertaking, and to make fuch a progrefs therein, as, with 
a ftrid regard to public faith, and private property, may pavi 
the way to this great and defirable end. , 

My Lords and Gentlemen, ^ 

In the prefent happy fituation of our affairs, I have nothing 
more to recommend to you, than that you would make ufe of 

N n 2 the 
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the opportunity which your own good conduft has put into 
your hands, in *confidcring of*fuch further laws as may be 
wanting for the cafe and encouragement of trade and naviga- 
tion, for the employment of tie poor, and for the exciting and 
encouraging a fpirit of indulir* in the nation. 

] am fully fatisfied, that the trade and wealth of my people 
are the happy eft'edf s of the liberties they enjoy ; and that the 
grandeur ot the crown eonfiils in tlicir profperity ; and I am 
as fully perfuaded, that all who wilh well to their coufttry mud 
agree with me, that ii is the vaiiitftSCpIl (Iclufioiis to imagine, 
that the religion, laws, and liberties, of this kingdom can ever 
be feenred, but bv fupportiiig the prefent cftabliOmient, and 
inaintainii^g the Incccllon in the proleilanl line. 

Let us therefore hcaiily join in every thing that may tend to 
piomotc our mutual liappintfs ; anil to extinguilh the hopes of 
thole who long have been, and ifill are, reftlel's in their endea- 
voiiis to fubjecf this n.*tion to the whole train of miferics that 
arc infeparablc*iroir. ^-peiy, arbitrary powen 


jiddrefs to his Majijiy by the Iloitfe of Commons^ to, 1724, 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

Majcll}\s moll dutiful and loyal fiibjefl.s, tlie Coiti- 
monsof Great Hritain, ifi Parliament aiiembled, beg leave 
to congratulate your IVlajefty upon your fafe and happy return 
into thefe kingdoms ; and molt humbly delirc your Majefly to 
accept the unteigned thanks of this Hunfc for yoiir Majelly’s 
moil gracious I’peech tr(>m the throne. As your Majcfty ivS 
plcafed to found tlie grandeur ot yoiir crown in the feciirily of 
the liberties of jour people, and yoftr glory in piomoting their 
profperity; lo they, in re-turn, mnll be txcited, by all the tics 
of duty and graiiuide, to build iheir liappinefs upon the firm and 
unlhaken principles of loyalty and atfeclion lo your Majefly ’s 
moft faded per Ion and government. 

It is the greatcll Ihtisfaiflion to your Majefty's faithful Com- 
mons, to find that the loyalty of tiicir rcfoliitions, and the juf- 
tice of their proceedings, in the baft feflion of parliament, have 
^becn attended with all the happy confeqiienccs they expefted 
jfroni them, and now have been rewarded with your Majcfty ’s 
^royal approbation. 

We beg leave to tfffiire your Majefly, that wc (hall readily 
tand cheerfully raife ail fuch fuppiies as Ihallrbe neceftary to fnp- 
port the honour of your Majcfty s government, and fccure the 
tranquillity of tiicfc kingdoms. 

Wc 
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We are highly fcnGble of your Majcfiy’s goodnefs to all youfi 
people, in recommending, particularly at this time, toourcon- 
iideratiou the public debts of the kingdom; which arc fo 
heavy a load, and fo much a national concern, that we fliould 
be wanting to ourfclvcs, if we di|[ not allure your Majclly, that 
we will life ouniimoil endeavours to inipiove and augment the 
finking fund, and thereby put the national debt into a method 
of being gradually reduced and paid without any violation of 
public faitii, or iiifringement of private properly ; and, as your 
Majefly is plea fed to cncouiftgc our attempting fo great and no- 
ble a defign, fo w^e are fully perfnaded that the wifdom and 
Jleadinefs of your ^iaje^ly^s governinenl will enable us to per- 
left this grt*ai undertaking, i 

We allure your Majelty, that we kilnw of no other fafety, 
under God, for our liadc and wealth, liberty and property, re- 
ligious and civil rights, but the fecurily of your Majelly's moft 
facred perfon and government, and the fi|cccffion in yonr royal 
houfe; which we .will always fiipport anf ^main^iin againfi any 
traitorous attemjit what foever; being truly fenfible of the blef- 
fings wc enjoy under your Majelty *s gracious and happy 

government, w’hich has hitherto preferved us from all thofe mi- 
feries experience has taught us are infeparable from popery 
and arbiiraty power, * 


His ATnjtJ}y$ AnfwcTy ^faniiary 1 3, 1724* 
Gentlemen, 

T RETURN you my hearty thanks for this very dutiful and 
loyal addrefs ; the wifdom and refolution of this Parliament 
have principally contributed to our prefenl happy filuati<on; and 
the perfevcrance of my faithful Commons, with the fame zeal 
and unanimity, in the difpatch of the public bufinefs, will be 
the furelt means of improving this favourable opportunity to the 
beft advantage, for the honor and intcreft of the kingdom. 


His Majejiy s moji gracious Speech f November I2| 1 724. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM perfuaded you fharc with me in the fatisfaftion I feel at • 
-■* the profperous fituation of affairs: peace with all powers 
abroad, at home pe];feft tranquillity, plenty, and an uninter- 
rupted enjoyment of all civil and religious rights, arc mofl * 
diftinguiihing marks of the favour and proteftion of the divine 
Providence: and thefe, withallthcirhappy confequences, will, 

Nn3 1 doubt 
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I doubt not, by the blefllng of God upon our joint endeavours, 
be long continued to my people.* 

The fame provifion by fca and land, for the defence and 
fafety of the nation, will contiilue to make us refpefled abroad, 
and, confequently, feciire at rfome: the fame attention to the 
improvement of the public revenues, and to the eafe and encou- 
lagcment of trade and navigation, vvilleftablilh credit upon the 
ftrongeft bafis; and raife fuch a fpirit of indiiftry, as will not 
only enable tis gradually to difeharge the national debt, but 
will llkewife greatly incrcafc the*wealth, power, and influence 
of this kingdom. 

Gentlemen of the ddoufe of Commons, • 

I have ordered the pKq)er ofheers to prepare, and lay before 
you, eflimates of the \xpenlbs for the fervice of the enfuing 
year: and as they do nOt exceed what has been found, by expe- 
rience, to be abfnl!jtel]| nccelfary for the fccurlty of the king- 
dom, I make n« nux‘^45^^ hut I fliall have your ready concur- 
rence in raifing the fiipoiies, in fuch manner as ftiall be moft 
eafy to my people. % 

There is one thing that I cannot but mention to you, as de- 
ferving your pcirticnlar coufidcration : it is too manifeft, that 
the funds cllablillicd for the finilhing the works at Greenwich 
hofpital, and providing for a competent mime::^ of feanten 
there, cannot, in time of pc^ce, be fufherent to anfwer the 
expenfes of this great and nccclfary work: it is therefore very 
much to be w'iihcci, that fome method could be found out to 
make a further provifion for a comfortable fupport to our fea- 
mcn, worn out in the fervice of their country, and labouring 
•under old age and infirmities. 

My Lords and Gcnllcmen, * 

You mud all he fenliblc how much our prefent happinefs is 
owing to your union and Ready condii6l: it is therefore wholly 
unuecclfary to recommend to you unanimity and difpatch in all 
your deliberations: the zeal and abilities you have on all occa- 
flons (hewn, in fnpporting the intcrefl of your country, even 
under the greafed difficulties, leave me no room to doubt of my 
having your entire and efFcdual concurrence in every thing that 
*:an tend to the fervice of the public, and to the good of tny 
/people. 


AJJnfs 
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Jddrefs by the Houfe of Comtnms to the King^ tiov. 13, 1724* 

Moft gracious Sovereign, j y 

VOUR Majefty’smoft dutiful and loyal fubjeQs, the Com- 
“*■ mons of Great Britain, in Parllainent airembled, return 
your Majefty the thanks of this Houfe for your Majelty’s moil 
gracious fpeech from the throne: and, as your Majcfty’s fa- 
therly tefidernefs for your people, and the unfpcakable comforts 
of an eafy government, demand the finccrelt tribute of duty, 
your Majclly’s faithful Commons do now offer to your Majeity 
the moft unteigned aifurances of gratitude and loyalty, with 
that becoming zeal and aftedion that i 7 particularly requillteat 
this time. 1 

We beg leave to congratulate wittf your Majefty on the 
profperous fituaiion of affairs at honw and abroad ^ a fubjetft 
not only of content, but of joy: and we Ihould be wanting to 
ourfclves, and iafcniible of our own r/ if we did not 

feel the fame fatisfadion in reaping tUe fruits of your Majefty’^S 
great wifdom, that your Majefty hailifln employing it to direft 
and guide us to our own happinefs. 

Peace with all powers abroad, pleyty and tranquillity at 
home, with a full and quiet enjoyment of every thing that is 
dear and fJ jftble to us, are peculiar marks of your Majcfty’i 
government^ whith, that they may be for ever remembered, 
this Houfe will ufc their utmoft endeavours, by the Divine affif* 
tance, to tranfmit the happy confequences of thefe bleflingsto 
the Liteft poftcrity, as monuments to futurity of the glories of 
your Majelty s reign. 

To fupport the intereft and credit of cur country, is to pay 
the moft acceptable obediance to your Majefty: and therefore 
this Houfe will proceed, with all cheerfulnefs and difpatch, in 
raifing fetch fupplies as lhall be necelTary for the honour and 
fafety of the nation; we will labour to difeharge gradually 
the national debt by the improvement of the public revenues; 
to increafe our wealth by the advancement of our trade; and 
to eftablifh our ftrength by the encouragement of our navi- 
gation ; and are ready heartily to aflifi your Majefty in every 
thing that (hall tend to the fecurity and grandeur of your Ma 
jefty, and your kingdoma. 


n\i 
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, Mrlfejiy 5 i^ovcmbef‘ l6, 1 7 24. 

Gentlemen, ^ a 

I RETURN yon my thanks fjr this diitiful and loyal addrcfs: 

and 1 never made any donbi, but that, whenever the honour 
and intereft of the kingdom called upon you, I lliould meet 
with the fame returns ot duty and fidelity, and the fame proofs 
of your afteflion and zeal for my ieivicc, as 1 have hitherto 
experienced upon all occaiions, • ' 


m )ire from /j/J Majcjlvy Fcbrua}y 9, 1725. 
GcOkOE Rkx. 

ILlIS Majefty having J’afon to appiehcnd, that the fuitors of 
^ ^ the Court of Chaif:ery were in clanger of lofing a confi.. 
derable funi of tlie infuthc*iency*of fome of the 

mailers, thought himfclii/obliged, 4n jiiflice and compalfion to 
the faid fuitors, to take the* moll fpcedy and proper methods the 
law would allow, lor inquiiing into the Hate of the mailer’s ac- 
counts, and fecuring thoir cfl'cils, for the benefit of thc.fuitors: 
and his Majclly having had feveral repoits laid bc^fore him, in 
purfuance of the dire6lions he had given, has, ordt^cefthe faid 
reports to be cornmu.ueaiedtotftibHoufe, that this Houfe may 
have as full and as perfeft a view of this important affair, as 
the /hoitncfs of the time, and the circumllanccs and nature of 
the proceedings would admit of. 


Mef! age from hh Majfy to the Ho:tfi' of Commons^ Feb, 10, 1725. 

George Rex. 

corarnilTioncrs for building fifty new churches in and 
about the cities of London and Weflminflcr, and the 
fiibiirbs thereof, having reprefented to his Majclly, that, in 
purfuance of feveral adls of Parliament already made for that 
.^nurpofe, one church liath been for fome time finillied and con- 
J^rated ; and three cliapcls have been converted into parilh 
cfurchcs, and alfo confecrated; and that feveii other churches 
-dre built, or building,^ and nearly finilhed ; for which eleven 
churches, convenient dillrids have been alfo, laid out, and ap- 
pointed to be the parilhes rcfpe£lively belonging to the fame; 
and his Majcfty, being truly fcnfiblc of the great neceflity there 

is 
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is of new^churches, and of new divifions of pariflies, in and 
about the faid cities and fubucbs, and very dtlirous to provide 
for the fpiritual as well as temporal wt'tareof all his fiibjcds; 
and being alfo firmly perfuadeV, that nothing, /\ill more effec- 
tually engage Almighty God to fend down his blclling upon 
his crown and people, than a due zeal lor the honour and fer- 
vice of religion; has thought fit to recommend to the Houfe of 
Commons, in an efpecial manner, the providing a fuitable 
maintenance for the minifters who lliall be appointed to per- 
form divine fervice in the oleven churches atorefaid, by flich 
ways as may eli'ediially anfwer the ends aforefaid, according to 
his Majelty’s royal purpol'e and deiire. 

/ 

fi 

MeJJage from his Jlinje/h to thetihufc of Common 
Jprii 8, 172 J 
George Rex. i 

'T^HE ncccflitics of his Majefty’s g^ ernment having rendered 
“■* it impra£licable for hi^ Majeftyro make any confidcrable 
retrenchments in the expenfes of his civil lid; and having en- 
gaged his Majcfty in fomc extraordinary expenfes, which, he 
is perfuaded, his loyal Commons w ilf believe, have been em- 
ploy cd,^'^vr.5fily for the honour and dignity of the crown, but 
for the intcreft and prorperily oj his people ; liis Majelly hopes, 
from the knowm zeal and affeftion of this Parliament to his 
pciTon and government, that he may be enabled to make ufe of 
the funds lately fettled for the payment of the civil lid annuities; 
and for replacing the fame to his Majefly in the moft advan- 
tageous manner; and, upon the credit thereof, to raife a fum 
of money fiifficicnt to recjiiem ihofe annuities, and to difeharge 
the prefeiit debts contradedin his civil goveinment. 


His Alajcjiy s moji gracious Speech j January 20 , 1726. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE had fuch frequent experience of the wifdom and zeal 
of this Parliament, on many important occafions, that it 1 
with pleafure I now meet you again ; and I make no douft 
but that your endeavours for the good and fervice of yow 
country will be as fuccefsful as they hav^ hitherto been. ^ 
The diftrefled condition of fomc of our protedant brethren 
abroad, and the negotiations and engagements entered into By' 
fome foreign powers, which feem to have laid the foundation 
lOf pew troubles ^pd difluibancesin Europe, and to threaten my 

fubjeds 
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fubjefls with the lofs of fevcral of the moft ad\'antageOQS 
branches of their trade, obliged |fne, without any lofs of time, 
to concert with other powers, fuch meafures, as might give a 
check to the amN’tious views ot (.hofe who are endeavouring to 
render ibemfelves formidable, ajfd put a ftop to the farther pro- 
grefs of fuch dangerous defigns : lor thefc ends, 1 have entered 
into a defenlive alliance with the inoft Chrillian King, and the 
King of Pruilia, to which feveral other powers, and particularly 
the States General, have been invited to accede; and# I have 
not the lead rcafon to doubt of tlieir' concurrence ; this treaty 
lhall, in a ihort time, be laid before you. 

By thefe means, and by your fiip|)ort and ailiftance, I truft in 
God I lhall be able not 4nly to fecure to my ow n fubjects the 
enjoyment of many va|iij3lc rights and privileges, long fince 
acquired for them by the \noIi folcnin treaties, but eft'cdiially to 
preferve the peace and ij dance of Europe; the only view’ and 
end of all my endeavours/’ 

Gentlemen of'iJ^f^V.pufc of Commons, 

I have ordered the edif*^atcs for the fervice of this year to be 
prepared and laid bclorc you ; which, from an nnwillingnefs 
1 always have to put my fubjecSls to an extraordinary expenfe, 
by any unnecelfary preC'auiions, arc formed iir on the* foot of 
employing no greater number of forces than was ncc.ef- 

fary the lalt year: for which, if the fupplics ^you give lhall be 
fully and effectually raifed, I iHall be eudblcd to have a ftrong 
fleet at fca, early in the fpring, if the polhire of affaiis lhall 
at any tiitic make it ncceifary to augment our maritime force; 
I conhde fo entirely in the /A*al and atfedlion of my Parliament, 
that 1 alfunMiiylclf you will enable me to make fuch an addition 
to the number of feamen as lliall be fpund rcquiliie. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It is not to be doubted but the enemies to my government 
will conceive hopes, that fome favouittblc opportunity lor re- 
newing their attempts may offer, from t!ic profpeft of new 
troubles and commotions: they are already very bufy, by their 
infttuments and einillaiics, in thole courts whole meafures 
^cem moft to favour their purpofes, in foliciting and pro- 
nV>ting the caufc of the Pretender : but I perfuade myfelf, not- 
'vAthftanding the countenance and encouragement they may 
JKave received, or flatter thcmfelves with, the provilion you 
fliall make for the fafety and defence of the kingdom, At ill 
eifc£hiaily fecure us from any attempts from abroad^ and ren- 
der all fuch projects vain and abortive, 


When 
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When the v^orld (hall fee, that you will not fnffer the 
Britilh crown and nation td be menaced ftnd infiilted, thofe 
who moft envy the prefent happinefs and tr^quillity of this 
kingdom, and are endeavouriil^ to make ns f^inrcrvicnt to their 
ambition, will conlldcr theirs own intcrcll and circumftances 
before they make any attempt upon fo brave a people, llrcngth- 
ciied and fupported by prudent and powerful alliances ; and, 
though defiroiis to preferve the peace, able and ready to defend 
themfe^ves againlt the efforts of all aggrelfors. Such rcfolu- 
tions, and fuch meafures, timely taken, I am fatished, are the 
mod effcdlual means of preventing a war, and continuing to us 
the blelfiiigs of peace and profperiiy. 


jfddrcfs by the Houfs of Commons January 21, 1726. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, * 

Tl^E, your •Majefty’s moft diitifi ’ . h>yal fubjedfs, the 
^ ^ Commons of Greaf Britain/ in Parliament ailcmbled, 
beg leave moft unfeigncdly to congffatulalc your Majefty’s fafe 
and happy arrival in ihefe kingdoms; nothing can equal the 
dread and anxiety which filled the bigull of your good people, 
whilft your M.tjefty*s faered pcifon was cxpolcd to the perils of 
but the univerfd joy that ^^as inftautly dif- 
fufed throuiih. ut the kingdomf upon the welcome news of your 
Majefty’s h^ing fafely landed on the Britilh fliurc. 

We return your Majclly our humbled thanks for your moft 
gracious fpeech from the throne; and cannot fufficiently ac- 
knowledge your Majedy’s great attention and care for the pre- 
fervation of the peace and prolpcrity of this nation, and the 
general tranquillity of Eftropc. 

The tender regard ui.d compaflion, which your Majefty has 
exprefled for the didreU'ed pi iteftants abroad, will give great 
fatisfadfion to all, wnofc profeftiiui of the fame religion muft 
infpire them with a juft refentment of the injuries and perfecu- 
lions which they fiiffer for the fake of it. 

Your Majeily’s vigilance in watching over, and difeon- 
cerling, the ambitious view?, and dcfigns of thofe that are en- 
deavouring to render themfcives formidable; your wifdom ' 
early forming, and entering into alliances with powers beft 
to withftand the common danger, and to put a ilop to the 
thcr progrefs of the negotiations carry yig on by other power 
and your particular concern for the trade and commerce of tl^fc 
nations; call upon us for all polfible returns of duty and gra- 
liiude: 


And 
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And that your Majcfly s unwearied endeavours for the parti- 
cular iritercfts of four own fiihjfdls of tlicfe kingdoms, and 
for preventing a war, may have their defircd clFecf, we, your 
Majelly’s mod dN^ifulaiid loyal (jpommous, prom ife and alfiire 
your MjjeHy, tlia! we will, the greatolt chcertiilncls, 

unanimiiy, and difpatch, fo efilchially raife tlie liipulics ior 
this year, that your Majelly may be enaldcd to have a lirong 
hect at i'ea, early in the ip ring, fulllcient to protcdl and defend 
the kingdom; to difapp^-iiit the hop(*s of the enemies Ui your 
Majelty’s govcrnniciit ; and re^l-nt awy^infiilts aiui attempts that 
may be vainly projet'ied and tiiuici i.ikem 

It is not tube wcrndircd at, that, in llie low date to which 
the al}’aif.s of tiic Pretender aie rtdifced, his cmiiiaries and iii- 
(Irurm nt.s (lioiilo bewaitiffg for every opportunity that has the 
appearance ot l)cing fjvonf jble to iluir laiigullhing caufe ; and, 
as they have bci n very bdjy In fort ign courts, the difiu Feezed 
and difcoittentcd here hav not b<r<*a lefs induftrioiis, by t'allc 
rumours and fill the minds of ih(j people with 

groundlcfs fears and aiartns^in oidcr to aiicdl the public credit; 
and, by dillrclling the go\^.^rnment, give cncourngcnicnt to the 
enemies of our peace: 

Ihit we promifc onrre!\(:s, that the prudence, temper, and 
rcfoluiion, of thofe that truly confuli their own inteidl, and 
wifli well to their country, will,, on the one pr^vcDt- 

and obviate il'.e mii\.hi!.fs, ihal,^ by too great* cieduliiy, and 
vain fears, tiny may bring upon themfclvcs: aud, on the odicr 
hand, we arc dciermi ned to convince rhe world, that if thole, 
who moll envy our prefent happinefs and tranquillity, thall fo 
far prefumc iij/on the jiilt feufqand value we have for ihefc in- 
cifimable blcllings, as Itiii to piirfiie their defpenite meafures ; 
how defirous foever wc may be of pence, wc will not fiiftcr 
your Majcfly, and the Briiiih nation, to be infulred ; but that 
wc will, to the iiinioil of our power, as the exigency and necef- 
Cty of affairs lhall require, Hand by and fnpport your MajeftV 
againH all attempts to diliurb the public repofe. 


His Majtjlys ylnfivcry January 24, 1726. 


' ■^'^cnflemerf, 

I Return 

make no 
'■*pffe 3 s of this 
afriA.*ed, that I 
in me, but for 
promoting the 


you my thanks for this dutiful and loyal addrefs; 
doubt but^ou will foon be fenfible of the good 
feafonable vigour and refolution: you may be 
will make no ufe of the confidence you repofe 
preferving to us the bleflings of peace; and for 
honour and interefl of this nation, 

Mdrefi 
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Addrtfs hy the Houfe of QommoiiSy Fehrimry i8, I7^6« 

Mod gracious fovcreign, | J 

your Majeily’s mo{J dutiful and foyiil fubje^ls, the 
Comruuns ot Great Britain, in I^aiiiaincnt aircmblcd, 
beg leave to return your Majelly our moll humble thanks for 
ydur great goodncls in coiniminicaling to us the treaties of peace 
and cokumerce concluded between the Emperor and the King of 
Spain ; and the dcfenlive'alliance between your Majelly, the 
mod Chrillian King, and the King of Pj ulha. 

The engagements which your Majelly lias entered into, by 
the faid* defenfive alliance with the r’lolt Chiillian King, and* 
the King of Priillia, in order to o.^.viate and difappoint the 
dangerous views and conl’equences ot t?ie treaty of peace between 
the Emperor and the King of Spain, jpnd to preferve the many 
valuable rights and privileges of this* nation againft the fatal 
tendency of the faid treaty of commtT,. ’, cjtUulated for the en- 
tire deftruflion of the chief branche^ ot the Briiilh trade, and 
in breach of the feveral fole*mii treat^-'s now in force, call upon 
us to exprefs our moll unfeigned and grateful fenfe of your 
Majelly ’s concern foV the pielVrvaiion of the balance and peace 
of Europe, tlic prctcllant religion, arid the particular interelt 
-cf^ypur. '''vfiJhjccfs. 

And when we^reded upon ^our Majclly's prudence and re- 
folution, in not letting any attempts or iiilinuaiioiis whaifoever 
divert you from confnlting, and Iteadily purfiiing the good and 
welfare of thefe your kingdoms, wc think oiirfclvcs obliged, by 
the ftrongeft ties ot duly and affedioii, to aH'iire your Majedy, 
that we will, iu jultice, and vindication of the honour and dig- 
nity of the Briiilh ciowiif {land by and fupport your Majefty, 
againft all infulls and attacks that any prince oi power, in rc- 
fentment of llie jult mcafures which your Majelly has fo wifely 
taken, fhal! make upon any of your Majefly’s territories or do- 
minions, though not belonging to the crown of Great Britaiu. 


Hh Majejif s An/wer^ February 21 , 1 7 26 . 

Gentlemen, < 

T RETURN you my thanks for this particular mark of yo^ 
duty, affedion, and confidence in me: your alfurances 
to fufFer my forejgn dominions to be expofed or infulled, on 
account of the meafures I have taken for the interefl of thrfe 
kingdoms, w^ill, I hope, be a means to preferve the peace and 
trairquillity of Europe: I have no views of ambition to gratify: 

1 1 have 
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I have rto thoughts of aggrandizing myfclf, or extending any 
parts of my dominjlons at the hazjjird and expenfc of the other: 
and, as my honour is the common canfc and concern of my fub- 
jcfts, their part\^ular interefts fl^all, upon all occafions, be my 
conftant care. 


H^s Mctjcjlys Mejfagc to the Houfe of Commons^ March 24, 1726. 
George R. • 

I. 

H IS Majefly, having nothing itlore at heart than an earneft 
deflrc t») fcciire to his own fubjedls the full and free enjoy- 
ment of their trade and navigation; and, in the beft manner, 
to prevent and frultratl fuch dcfigns as have been formed 
againit the particlar itiferell of this nation, and the general 
peace of Europe; has ftound it necelfary, not only to augment 
his maritime force, hut *0 concert fuch other meafures as may 
moft efFefliially conduce to thcfc defirable ends: and, as thefe 
fcrviccs will rcqii*frt extraordinary expenfe, his Majcfty 

hopes he (hall be enabled, oy the alliftance of Parliament, to in- 
creafe the number of fean'in already voted and granted for the 
fervicc of this year; and to enter into, and make good fuch 
engagements, as the cir<;uinllances and exigency of affairs may 
require. 


His ATajefy s mo ft gracious Speech^ Alay 24, 1726, 

My Lords and Cjentlemen, 

J HAVE t)rdcred my Lord Chancellor to declare to you, in 
my name and words, the rcafons of my coming this day 
to Parliament. 


And the Lord Chancellor acquainted both Honfes, that he had 
received from his Majcfty 's hands, from the tin one, his Ma- 
jelly ’s fpeech to both Moiifcs of Parliament ; which the Lord 
Chancellor read; and is as follows: 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^ CANNOT, in jnilice to you, put an end to this feflion 
T without returning you my hearty thanks for the many in- 
f*iances you have given me of your duty and affection to my 
perfon and governmeht: and of your zeal to maintain the 
lionour and true intereft of this kingdom. 

The fpirit and refolution you have (hewn on this important 
occafion, when our moil valuable rights and privileges have 

been 
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been ftruck at, arc highly becoming tftc weight and authority 
of a Britifli Parliament ; and the it(rps whicji have been taken 
abroad, in fupport of the meifturcs entered into againft this na* 
lion, muft convince every bod^ of yonr wiftWn and prudence, 
in endeavouring to put an early flop to th/K niriher progrefs of 
them: 1 hope the precautions have cn.1blcd me to take, will 
be fuflicient, in conjun6Hon with my allies, to defeat the de- 
(igns which have been formed againitus; and that the pro- 
moters of them, when they have fully weighed their own cir- 
cumftances, and better couridcreJ thofc of the feveral powers 
united in defence of the tranquillity and liberties of Kurope, 
w’ill find it their own iutcrelt to preferve the peace, and think 
it moft fafe and prudent to dcfdl from their dangerous fehemes. 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Com-nons, 

I return yo\i my particular thanks fhr the fupplies which you 
have fo cheerfully and elFedliially rai'Ul; and you may be af- 
fured, that they lhall be faithlully app ied to the ufes for wltich 
you intended them. ' ’ ' ' ** 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The condant employment of my thoughts, and the moft, 
earned v\ idles of iny heart, tend wliqjly to the fL\:uring to my 
fubjeds'ihelr jiid riglits and advantages; and to the preferving 
..lid /if ^11 Europe, tlie enjoyment of a fate and lio- 
nourable peace : and I inull n#t conclude without giving you 
the rtronged airurances, that the particular confidence you have 
placed in me, diall be made ufeot in fuch manner only, as may- 
moft efFedually conduce to the attaining thofc good and great* 
piirpofcs. 


Ills Majejiy s my} gracious Spcuhf ^January 1 7 27 . 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T ACQUAINTED you, laft year, with the treaties of peace 
and commerce concluded bet w' ecu the Emperor and the King 
of Spain. As that fudden and un^iccountablc conjundion gave, 
at the firft appearance, juft grounds of jealou fy and apprehen- 
fion to the neighbouring powers of Europe; the fubrequent 
proceedings and tranfadions in thofe two courts, and the feerj 
and ofFeniive alliances concluded between them about the fa 
time, have laid the foundations of a moft exorbitant and form' 
dable power ; and are fo diredly levelled againft the moft va- 
luable and darling*intcrefts and privileges of this nation, that 
we muft determine, either tamely to fubmi to the peremptory 
and unjuft demands of the King of Spain, in giving up Gi- 
braltar, 
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braltar, and patiently to accjuiefcc in the Emperor's nfurped 
and extended excy:ifc of trade apd commerce; or mufl: rcl’olve 
to be in a condition to do ourfelves jullice, and to defend our 
undoubted righJi^ agninfl the fe reciprocal engagements entered 
into in defiance and virdaiion oi^all national iuith^ and the moft 
foleinn trcalics. 

T have like* wife received informations from different parts, 
on which 1 c an ctjtirely depend, that the placing the Pretender 
upon the tln;one (d this kingdom is one of the articles of the fe- 
cret engagements: and if tune fhajl Evince, that the giving up 
the trade of tills n.iiion to one power, and Gibraltar and Port- 
malioii to anoiher, is made the price and reward of impofing 
upon this kingdom a pojiilh Pretender; wltal an itwlignation 
niiifl this iMife ill the hreafl ofewry prutcflaiit Driton ! 

Nor Avcrc liiefe fatal |<)inbinatiot\s conlmed to thofe parts of 
the w'orld alone; but tliiy extended theinfelves into Kiiflia: and 
had not tlie deiigns of ihit court againll (bme of their neighbours 
been prevented lie y, a f niable arrival of otir fleet in thofe 

feas, a way liad been opt\\ed for invading t hefe kingdoms, and 
giving a powerful aflill?^tce to aify attempt to be made from 
other qnaiteis. 

Such circumflanecs would not fuffei* npe, and my allies, 
among wliom there Ivastiecn, and is, the moil perfedl harmony, 
union, and conceit, to be idle fpcdlators, 

-own fafety, and the common c^ufe of Kurop%:: for vvliicirpur- 
pofe, liis molt Chriltian Majelly has been at a great expenfe 
tills lull yeai , in augmenting his forces ; and the States General, 
fenlible of the imminent danger, have not only acceded to the 
Jefeniive alliance concluded at Hanover, but have come to 
Itrongand fcafonable rcloluiions for an extraordinary augmen- 
'tation of their forces, both by fca and land: the acccHion of the 
crown oj Sweden is in fiich a forwardiufs, and the negotiations 
^'itli the crown of Uenniark are fo far advanced, that wc 
may rcafonably depend upon the fuccefs and good cftc6l of 
them. 

Tills Ihnrt view of tiic prefent pofturc of affairs will, I am 
confuleuu, not only fee iirc to me the fupport and afliliance of 
my Pailiament in carrying on this great and neccifary wuirk, in 
^onjiinftion with my allies, but jullify the meafures hitherto 
aken, and the expenfes alrcaely made. 

The confidence yen repofed in me lafl: year, has been made 
life of for the benefit yf the public: and, as the chief article of 
cxceedings has, by my equipping, and fending to fea, three 
^onfiderablc fquadrons, fallen upon the head of the navy, I am 
perfuaded the ncceirity of the fervices, and the fecurity, ad- 
vantage, and glory, that has accrued to this nation from thofe 

fquadrons. 
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fv^iiailrons, v/i!I fiifficicntly fpcak for ihcnifelvt^s, as Ion" as 
both friends and toes, with| joy or concct'ij, eoiiRfs they 
have fecn and felt the elFeds of the na\al p^wer of Gieat 
Uriiaiii. ^ 1 

It is not to he wondered at, that the Priiyi^s cn^^i'^cd in thefe 
onterpii/A's arc very much diliuibcd to fee ihuir j)i’oj cis ren- 
dered abortive : the Kiiu; of Spain, imj)aMcnt e>f the difappc'iiit- 
nients he lias met with, can no lonetr dir^iiife that cnmiiy to 
us, wdiifh for fomc time he has only waited for a favouriihlc 
oppoiUiiiiry todeil.ire: he ha.^ now ordereil Ins ihiniiiLi reliiiing 
here to depart immediately from this countiy, leaving a memo- 
lial tiiat is little (liort of a declaration of v\ar; wherein Ite again 
demands find infills upon ih.e iclliunion of (lihrallar: he does 
not Idriilelf deny llie olF nlivc alli.*nee, nor his engagements to 
funpoit the Oit-.iul company: he iii.ijves my ucailmg ihofc 
Itphidrons, vvlticli his conduct had pntijme muf r a lucellity of 
fending to the Weft Iiulies, and the coait ot Spain, ih.e condi- 
tion nl any further ctirrclpondcncc Ikw a I’AO t.n>\v;is; 
and fnppoling tlie conunuar.te oi iny ->! •! is ainoad lo be aitnal 
holliliiies, threatens lo repel them w^th force, lo ihe utmoil of 
his power: 

]Jnt, not content with ihefc mcnaccs^iiifnlls, and infrartions 
^of treati'S, his CaUiolic Majcil) is ni>w making ])rc paraiion^ to 
sal h*. jikrahar: aiid, in ordt r to (a.rry on t!iat 
fcivice, or to c(^vcr anoilur defpgn, has allcirldt d a i;it.al l)ody 
of troops in that iK'igl'houihoncl : hut as t’nc prcfenl Hale and 
condition of tiie.t gairifon, uitii the n lnff)rc'jr.‘( n:s I have or- 
dered thither, give me liiilc caui'e lo appieheiid, or my em niies 
to hope for, fuccel's in that undertaking; ti;e crriain and un- 
doubted Int(. iligi-iicc I liave, that it is now icTolvcd to atieoipt :;ii 
invation upon tl'.efc kingdoms, in tavfinr of the Pietcnder, by 
an eml'arkation from the coails of Spain, gives me rcafon to 
believe, that, tjiougli the fiege of Gibraltir may probably he 
undertaken, the public, avowed, and i nmenfo pic paralions 
made for tli.it punpofe are chijtly caic'dan d to aivmte the world, 
and to dilginte the i'Uended invafimi ; \vhi<.li 1 am fuic ly iii- 
fornvd, has been tor lom<- time ago <‘(i l(> he lli'- fiili itep and 
begiijiiing of ilit h)ng-hi^nieiiiiaR d nip-Oia*, 


Gentlemen of thc'IIoufc of Comn 


r 


Thefe confiderations mult awaken in you all f'ch a fmfe o^ 
mil* common and immediate danger, a.-, j*. ill, J dojhl not, in-' 
fpirc you wdth a 7^cal and che»‘riuli:vMk in ra'i’ii.i' t!i'‘ luppli ’S 
ir.ccllary for the defence of your cc'Uiitr', , *.iid *; f- kii'g goofl 


our engagements with our aili^ 

VoL. 1. 


Oo 


I fc- 
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1 v’Cf'ivcfl too much fatisfa6lion from the happinefs ot my 
people in their fill enjoyment fand future prol'pefl of peace, 
eiife, a!ul profp^-ity, not to be fenfibly affeded with thefe new 
con\ unions i anJWjc unavoidable neceflity 1 am under of afleinj^ 
larger fiujpiu s of people, a«cl of deiiriiig to be enabled to 
make lueli at) augmentation of iny forces, by lea and land, as 
llic ])rt Tent exigency ot alVairS requires. 

I will oji'er the proper eilimotrs to be laid before you, and 
fiich treaties as 1 have made with foreign princes for iht hire ot 
iorcign ijiiops: and as the expc nfifc I was 1 alt year, in a parti- 
cular manner, cntrul'icd to make, has amounted to no conli- 
derable fum, and the j)iiblic utility may again require the like 
fewicesto he lu rloriv.ed, J hope you w'ill again repofe*the fame 
trull and eon.'nlence ii\ me. 


It is with great pkafure that 1 fee the time lb near approach- 
ing, wluMi lueli a ( on(i|icrable adiliiion will be inacle to the 
linking fund: let all tiuit w ifh wdl to the peace aiid quiet of 
my g/'vei iiineiil, e lh« fatisfaciion lo fee, l^tat our prclent 
nec<*llines lliall omInc no inicrrupliiyi in the piogrcfs of that de- 
jirahle woik of gi'.idually \{chari;ing the nabonal debt: I hope 
therefore y^'U will ninke a provilion tor the immediate applica- 


tion of the proiiine of tl^e 
was ib wifdv contrikvd, 
piiated. 

My Lc.i!' and Geitll 


linking fund to the ufes for which it 
and to which it r'nv ftanefs appro- 

L-.rjcn, 


I h.t\e had no ihoL.gliis ot making any niYjuilitlons to any parts 
of my d(;r..i;iioii.*) . iny \vl. ole care anti c 'ncciii has been, lo j.rc- 
Jerve aiul m.iinlaiii ll.e iiniloubtcil lights and privileges of my 
pecqile: and ilieretore all my mcafiircs have been preventive and 
fLIir.live: but, fnch endeavours luidg now^ rendered imprac- 
ticable, vigoioui relolutions, and a fpeedy execution of them, 
can ah no put an eiKdiial end lo the dangers tliat furroimd us: 
however h.i/anxiou.^ and delpcratc llte cnterpiizes formed againll 
us may appvar to be; )our being alliircd, that they arc rclblved 
upon, will, I am penuad<.d, he fufficient to prevail upon you 
to pul viuirfelves in a condition to rclill and defeat them. 

II preferving a due balance of pov'cr in Europe; if defend- 
the ppiidlions of ilie crown of Great Criiain, of infinite 
a| vantage and leciuiiy to our trade and commerce; if fup- 
pvrting that trade and commerce againll dangerous and unlawful 
* cncroaclimcnts; and if,thc prefenr efiahiilhincnt, the religion, 
liberties, aiuI pn>pcriies of a protcllant pcopVe; are any longer 
ponfnleratioriS worthy of the care and attention of a Eritilh Par- 
liament 5 I need lay no more to incite my loyal and faithful 

Houfes 
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IL'^ulcs of Parliament to exert thcmfclves in the defence of 
all lliul is dear and valuable lq|thcn'.. 


to his Mtijtjly hy the f^cmmoiis, '^anuaty i8, 1727^ 
Molt gracious Sovereign, 

your Majeliy’s nic'ft dutiful and loyal fubjedts, the 
6oniin('’is of Grejl Britain, in Parliament aillinbied, 
let urn ;»c)ur M.ijej'y our hunTbleit tiunks for your moll graci<ni.i 
f|icc'ch from the tbiouc. 

1 he eommuifK aiion wliich your Majedy has been pit afed 
to make of the proceedings and iranfadions in Kuroj)e tt)r Ibmc 
time part, and of the engagements entered into hetucen the 
Kmperor and the King of Sjiain, is an init ince t f your Ma- 
jell;, 's fingidar goodnefs, in b-eing as (Ldioio- to give your people 
all leafonable falisfaclion, as )on Itavc ever been folicitous for 
their good and \s cirafe * • 

Vt^e arc ve r) femihle of ^ic fatal tendt Fioy of the fiuJden and 
iinacconnia!)le conjnndtion bet\veen#rhoft‘ two crowns; and as 
this nation has alwa}s h'jok^d with jt-ahjiis e\es npf)n the very 
beginning of e\cry atttnnpt made by tht^r neighbours to cllablilli 
a commerce, at t/c hazard and to the piejutlice ofourun- 
'rights .Uujipriv ileges; we cannot but be gtoally alarmed 
to Icc tliofe eiicroacluncnls up. )fi our tiailc, and noionous in- 
hartions of treaties, accomnam.-d widi a fcheme of gieatncfs 
lliat lays ihe fcMiiKlation ot a moil i-Koib't.mt power; vv»'ich, if' 


not timely ojipofed, and withllood \s iil 
may become formidable to ail I'h 
grelfors, without coiuroul, 


vlg 'ur and rtfolution, 
aiifl enable the a;; 


1 '-’ ; 

to inainiaiu llieir iiuwarraniahie 


Nor can we at all doubt of the fpiiit and dcHc^n of tins new 
frlendlhip and alliance, when we fee ii ctmcniul, by mutual 
obligations, for fuppf)rMng one ot ii'*.: con'rac^iing po wers in 
the liujurtiiiable aiul ufurpevl t'ne Orteoid t-a h.g at 

the fame time, tlial a perempto ry dc-nu.i. l is uiade and infidtd 
nTH)n, by the other, (or the rcilitution ( f Gd'i.dtar ; a place ot 
fuc ii importance to the trade of this kliigdom ; 

Ikil the conlideration that crcaies tl.o hi foert rofentn:ei:i 
your faithful Commons, is, to fee that, wle re'vertlie ambition 
ui for<-ign princes leads them to ulpire aodi giafp al e,\(jrbiiar**v 
jjower, or to acquire, and pofTofs thcHili 'v- * ot, . ny v.iluable 
lights anrl privileges belonging to the f*bjf*c-s ft yv:r 


and your allies; all guarantees, and il.t 


n.o.i 


f.ltinn engage- 


ments of faith and gratitude to your Majclty, piirchafcd by the 
Wood and treafure of this nation, aic cancvUcd, and forgot; 

Q o ^ and 
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anrt it is vainly imagined, that your Majcfty mnft either tamely 
fubmit, artd patiently acrpiiefce^under the grcateft indignities 
and injiiries to A'oiir croun and people, or be infnlted v ith me- 
naces and projecU in favour of popilh Pretender: 

Put yuur loyal, laijjl^ihil, and affecliunate fubjedls, 

the Commons of Great Prirain, fcnfible of the incftiinable 
bldfings they enjoy under your Majelty’s molt gracious and 
hapi)y government, have too great a regard to the honour and 
dignity oi your crown, arid too much abhorrence and ,.cletcfta- 
tion of the abjured l^reicnder, tu ffiff'er thefe vain threats and 
tenors to have any ill cffedl upon their miiids or delibera- 
tions. 

It is with indignation that we fee this injuiious treatment, 
and thefe provoking infuUs; and it is with an unihaken fidelity 
and refolntioii vve arc determined, with our lives and 

forturK's, to hand by and fuppoit yourMajelly againil all your 
enemies. 

\\\: inufl, at llic fane time, with all gratiturje, acknowledge 
your Majeliy’c) WiiMon’ and v.g»iaricc, in dreng’ht ning yoinf If 
W’idi the alliance ol pov^Ts ui.iieJ in interch, and beh able to 
witldland tin* impending dangir, at.d to hippc' t the common 
canfe oi I'hin'M/*. ; we me, \vi‘h the grCaleil (atisfadlion, the 
I'L'sal povver ni (.real Dsitaln wtppearing, in’^^dhtant regions, in 
its jMMpc r lulhe, fi) ul'^fnlh/ and wifely <f'^^:^yed tix cart;' 
faitiv and piote.-licn to vonr ov\n fubjedh, S.rid to your allies; 
and to cm!i and TeiU. iii the boallccl projects of the dillin-bers of 
the ecjf I'mio; e; 

Aral, as v.e c^niiio^ but lock upon tlie mcafurcs and refolu- 
tioni cur.^ eitccl and taken in oppoiition to, and in defiance ot, 
the iiioit foiemn licaties, as tending to an immediate rupture, 
we buinbl} b^Pccli your IMajeUy, th%t you will be pleafed forth- 
with to give the necelury orders for pulling this kingdom into 
a poll me ol defence; and weaiFurc your Nlajelty, that we will 
not only cbeeri idly ai.vl cfFcdlnally raife the fnpplics necciVary 
ii)r the p.elent exigcT.c:y of affairs, but will fupport your Ma- 
jeily HI malving good your engagements with your allies; in 
pr lervlng t!’e balance of power in Europe; in defending the 
prefent podcHionsot the crown of Great llritain; in fupporiing 
,^tbe trade of this nation againft all unjullifiable and pernicious 
^croachments and in defeating and confounding all attempts 
that (hall he made in favour of the Pretender, and for the de- 
^'» 4 irueHion of our rcligiop, liberties, and properties: 

And that all w ho wifh well to the peace and quiet of your 
Maj'dty’s government, may have the fatisfaftion to fee, that 
qur prefent neccilities fhali make no interruption in the progrefs 
of tli4t dtlirablc work of gradually difeharging the national 
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4lcl}t, we will confklcr ot the moil prop*’r methods for inime- 
iiiately applying the produce |)f the linking# fund !o the ulcs 
for which it was fo wifely c^jnlrivcil, and lo#wd)ich it ilands 
now ap|)rnpriatcd ; and will repofe Inch and contidence 

in your Majclly as the public uiility (hall venpiire, and as your 
iVIajclly lhall find reafonable and nccellhry tor carrying on the 
great wenk in which your Majelly is engaged, for the iulcrell 
aiid fecurity of your people, and the common caufe of Europe, 


His Anfwcr^ j/anumy 20, 1 7 27. 

Gentlemen, 

T RETURN yon my thanks for this very dutiful and loyal 
^ addi'cl's. The juli: fenfe you have cxprclfed oi the prefent 
pofiurc ot affairs in Kiircjpe, and the hearty aluirances yon have 
given me of your fupport, in defending my poifeiiions, and the 
rights and pri\ilcgcs of my people, tlu*y#urc evidences of* 
your known zeal and atfedion to my perfoii and government, 

I am perfuaded they will confirm llji fpirit and vigour of my 
allies ; and convince my enemies how vain and ill-groundcd 
all their expeclations^arc of being abj^c to fnccced in any at- 
tempts to dilhirb peace of Europe, and in olFcring injuries 
andM*' ('dts to ;ii.s jiaiion* 


Aadrefs by both Ihufcs to bis ALijrJIy^ Alanh 14 , 1 7 ^ 7 * 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

^ajefty’s mod dutiful and faithful fubjeds, the 
I.ords fpirit'.ial an^ temporal, and Commons of Cireat 
Britain, in Parliament alfemblcd, think it our indifpcnfable 
duty to exprefs the highed refentment at the affiont and indig- 
nity olfercd to your mod facred Majedy, by the memorial de- 
livered by Monf. dc Palm, the Emperors refident ; and at liis 
infolciicc in printing and difporling the fame throughout the 
kingdom. 

This audacious manner of appealing to the people agninft 
your Majedy, under the pretext of applying to you lor recirefs . 
and reparation of fuppofed injuries; and turning a memorial; 
prefented to your Majedy, into a fcdilious libel, is a proceed,,^ 
ing that creates in us the iitmod abliorr(*ncc and detedation. 

The endeavouring to indil into the minds ol any ot your 
faithful fubjeds the lead didrud, or difiidence, in your Ma- 
jedy*s mod facred royal word, or to make a didin6lion be- 
tween your Majedv and your people, is an attempt as vain as 
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picrnmptiinns ; for, by your goodncfs, (he intcrefl of yOur 
Majdly aiul your^eoplc is but oye ; and as infeparablc as ibcif 
duty, alfedi()n,^iid confidence in your Majedy, arc moll juiUy 
and dcfcrvedly ui^Itcrahlc ; and* if time has not edaced ihc 
memory of (he gloM^iis exploit^, and important fuccoiirs, con- 
feffed to have been received from (neat Britain, gratitude, 
aifedion, and efteem for this nation, will be bed manifeded 
by doing honour to the King, whom the people honour ; and 
judice to the people, whofe rights and privileges ihp bed of 
Kings is now dclending agaiidl ihoPinvalions and iiicroachments 
made upon them. 

Wc ri-tiirn your Majedy onr finccrcfl thanks ff>r your care 
ind vigilance in dilcovcring the fecret and perniciofis defigns 
/)f y onr and our enemies; and h.r yonr gt'odncfs in commu- 
nicating to your Bailianieiu the dangcis liiul thicatcned this 
kingdom : 

And wc brg leave to affiirc your Maje'dy, that no amiifc- 
lurnty, by artiiil rr evafiyc denials, lhall lead us into a falfe 
fecurity ; or divert us from exertttig (>iir(e!\es in viiiilicatioi: of 
your MajeiiyV luniour, a'l^nl iii dc tending rnd lupporting your 
Majedy againd all your open and fcciel enemies, both at home 
and abroad : ", » 

And !f any, among yum* own fiibjccSls, been fo wicked 
as to counti nance, i iieouragc, or abet ilu^'iei^duibcrs* of the. 
public Iranquillitv, in this exMavagant iidrdl upon yonr Ma- 
jedy ; or ilaltcred them wdth !u.r/«.s, that an oblhnatc perfe- 
verance in their dedriuHivc nieafures c:(>uld dagger llie {irmnefs 
of the Brilidi nation; wc arc ix.folxcd e(rl»dually to (lefoat all 
fuch grotiiKllefs expec:lations ; and to coiivincc the vvorlii, that 
the intrigues of a lew cannot, in any degree, abate or llacken 
that vigour and ixf-lmioii witii w hie'i a true love and concern 
for our country, a jud fenfe of its interei'ls, and an iinfliakcn 
loyalty to yciir Majedy, have infjiired us. 


ILs j\ I Qj:Jly ^ Anf :jl r , Aim c/aiy, 1727. 

My Lords and Ceiulcmcn, 

tinanimons concurrence in this dutiful and affeiTtion- 
ate addreis gives me the gicutcd fatisfadlion : the juft 
Concern you exprefs for my htmour, atid the dignity of the 
'■^rown, is very becQini^ig a Britilh Parliament ; and this frefh 
proof of your confidence in me will comiyce the world, that 
aft attempts to divide our hearts and interelis will be vain and 
UiclFe<diiaU 


HU 
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His Ahijcjly s moj? gracious Spccrijy Aluy 15, 1 / 27 * 

My Lords and Genilemen,^ ^ 

T HAVE ordcicd my Lord (Chancellor to declare to you, in 
^ my name and ^vords, the rc'^fons of mycoiuing this day to 
Parliament. 

And thereupon his Lordfhip received from his Majc liv's iv.uuls, 
from* the thionc, his jVTiijelly’s fpetch to botli lloufcsof Par* 
liament ; Avliieh he read J and is as followelli \ viz* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T ACC^JJAINTED you, at the openin" of this fellion, with 
tiic dangers which tlireiUcncd lids kingdom, and the p(‘:uc 
and liberties ul iuir. j'e: I am now to reniiji you my llianls 
for the zeal and dil'putch with which you li.ive proix-eded uj5on 
the fcveral points I then rccomuit tid .! to yc»Mr caie ^ f(»r the 
coniidence you.havc ixpofc.l innn-; andi alliu.mces yc'ii 

have givim me of your fuppori aiid alliiienLe in vinilicaiion ()f 
iriy honour, and in the niairitcn mc^ and d' hmcc (»f the un- 
doubtcnl rights and pri\ih‘g..s ol fhis nation, lo openly and 
nolorioully in\a(le^^nd attacked. 

he ‘liege of dual icr pro\es, bcToc.d all difpntc, the end 
and d-fign of ;!iv engagMuents cnteuci into by tluj l’'iuj)t 101 , 
and the King oi* Spain ; l)iit ^he j)r.p;uM:iv)ns 1 iiarl made for 
the detence of ll at pl'ino, and the bri-vciy of my tjonp*;, will, 
I doubt not, corninc them the raJlitufs and l(d!y ot that 
liiuiertakiiif;; ; Iiowlvc r, tlu iove oi p( acc has liithei lo pic vail- 
ed upon me, even under this high pro\ocali()n, U) liilpcnd, in 
feme meafnre, my rcrcntmcnls ^ and, irdlead of having im- 
mediate recourfe to ari»s, and demanding of my allies ilut 
aflillanc'e which they are engaged, and ready to give me, I have 
concurred vvith the mod Clirillian King, and the States General, 
in making inch o’.crlnrcs c'f accomir.odaiion, as mult cc,'nvincc 
all the wo. Id oi die ujn-’ghlnefs (d our intentions, and ol onr 
finccrc d’.rpo'.aion to pc;a<.c, and demonstrate to whole ambi- 
tion, ana ilnrlt of pov.\;, t; 0 cakimilics of a war aic to be 
imputed, il llicre jnlt .uid icufonabL propolii ions’ are rejected; 
in the mean lime, I lu\e the pKaone to acquaint you, that 
the crown of Sweden lias acec-ded lo the treaty of Manover ; 
and that the cc^rivention between me, Ids mod Chriltian fvJiA- 
jeily, and the iving oi Denmark, i- ::ej:u:illy ligned. 

Gentlemen »f the Houfe of Ccmiacr.s, ^ 

The vigour and ckeei fnlricfs you liave fhewn in rainng fo 
cfFcclually, and uron fuch eafy terms, the iiccelfary fupplies'for 

0 o 4 



^ ( S68 ) 

the fcrvicc of the current year, arc not only inflances yoUiT 
zeal and afFcdlork to me, but demonllratc the cilablilhcd credit, 
power, and llrt^ngth of lliis kin|Jdom. 

My Lords :>ml Gentlemen, 

It woiilrl have l^en a ^rcat falisfiu^ion to me, if, before 
your fcpaialior., I liad bteii able to i[)cak to you more po(i- 
tivcly, and with i\uatfr certainty, upon the prefenl pollurc 
and Hate of affairs: but as you have now ddpalclied the piihlk 
bulincfs, and as the feafon of the yc«jr (juues your gOiU^ into 
your refpective cf)unliirs, I cluifc Mlhcr to pul an end to this 
iellion, tlijn to keej) )ou ajiy longer togcllicr iinneceirarily : 
the j)iovi(ions yon have i\uule, arul the perl'edl union ^md har^ 
moiiv between me an*! my allies, will, I hope, enable me, by 
the Divine adillanee, tilnLi* to v\illWland and defeat tlie deligns 
of our enemies, if ilirir eOMidiiCt iJiould bring upon iis the ne- 
cefhly of a war : (^r to impioxe the bleflings ot peace, if peace 
cat., with jullicc, honour, ai.d fcciirity be obtained. 


His Alojt'fiy Cii* ORGE //v SECOND^ //^y/ Spcccb, June c8, 1727,* 

My Lords and Gcntluncn, • ^ 

T AM peifuaded, that yon all fltarc with niy gr^pf and 

airiiclion for the death of iny late royal fal^Kr : which, as it 
bih'igs upon me the inuncdialc care and weight of the goverii- 
nunl, adii'‘ vciy inucli to my concern, lell I nu)iild not be as 
lucuKtul in tny endeavour, as I am above all tilings dclirous, 
to make you a grc:it aiul. happy people. 

1 heartily \\ii]i,that this firfl folemn declaration of my mind 
in Ibirliament could fullicienily cxprvfs the feutiments of my 
bent, and gi\e you a pei fed and jull fenfe of my fixed rcfolu- 
tion, by all poliible means, to meni the love and afiedion of my 
people, wlfKii I Hiall always look upon as the bell fupport and 
iecurity of my crown. 

And, as the religion, liberty, property, and a due cxcctitioii 
of the laws, aic ti c valuable bicifings of a free people, 

and the peculiar privileges of this nation, it (hall be my con- 
ftant caie to picf-rve the conuitulion of this kingdom, as it is* 
now happily cUablifbeU, in church and date, inviolable in all 
its parts, arul to feciire to ad my fubjeds the full enjoyment of 
.fheir religions and ci\ll lights. 

I fee, with great pleafure, the happy efieds of that vigour 
aiod refohition which vnms exerted, in the laft feffion of Parlia- 
rreiit, for the defence of the rights and poireflions of this na- 
tioQ, and for maintaining the tranquillity and balance 6f power 

ia 
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In Europe. The ftrift union and harmony, which has hitherto 
fubfilkd among the allies of the treaty of Hanc^ver, has chiefly 
contributed to the near profpA'l of a generni {.j^Mce. 1 have, 
tlierefore, given all my allies ^hc ihongelt aliurances of pur- 
fuing the fame mcafures, and of making the engagements 
entered into by the crown ot C 5 reai Ihiiain. 

The chocrfiilners with which the fuj^pli. s nccelfary for car- 
rying on this great Wvhrk wore raifed, making it but jull that 
the public e\penre flioiild be lelfcncd, as foon as the circum- 
ffances of afl'airs will perifiit> 1 have already given ordeis for 
fending buck fome of the regiments brought from Ireland, and 
will proceed to reduce my forces, both by lea and land, as foon 
as it ean»bc done without prejudice to the common can fe, and 
coiifillent witli the inlerell of my kingdom. 

Gentlemen of the ILnife of Commons, 

You know' very well, tliat the grunt of the greateft part of 
the civil lili revenues is now d? lerinined, and tiiat it is necef- 
fary for you to i/iake a new provilion*for the Tupport of me and 
iny iaimly. I am. contideifi it is ncetllefs tc'r me in any par- 
ticular manner to recomrnciid to )^)ur care the confultration 
of wlial io iie.uly a^jd perfopially concerns me; and 1 am per- 
fuaclcd, tltat ilic e/^n ricncc of paft tiiftcs, and a due regard lo 
the Itonour and ’ gniiy of the crown, will prevail upon you 
to give me this fird piooi oi your zeal and alK cHon in a man- 
ner anfvverable to the iicecflllies of nty government. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I rccommenil it to you to give all pofliblc difpatcli to fiich 
bufincfs as iliall nceeilarily be brought before you ; the feafoii 
of the year, and the circumflanceb of time, reipjiiing your 
prcfencc in the countiy, and making it improper to carry this 
feflion into any great lengilu 


jAddrefi to his Alajtjiy by the Honfc of Commomy 'June 29, 1 727* 
Moll gracious Sovereign, 

T^E, your Majefly’s riioft dutiful and loyal fnbje£ts, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aifemblcd, 
from a grateful fenfe and remembrance of the naany blelfm^s 
W'e enjoyed under the government of our late molt gracious 
Sovereign, beg leave, in the molt dutiful manner, to condole 
wdth your Majefly* upon the death of your late royal fathei*; 
a lofs to this nation which your Majeily alone could pollibly 
repair. 


Your 
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Your immccliatc fiicceilion baniOied all our grief ; arul ihe 
tininterrupted continuance of the blellings \vc had long en- 
joyed, obliges v'iih duty an(#gratitijde, to acknowledge tho 
jiid fenfe we have of our prcfeili and future happinefs, and uy 
bcfecch your to accept the linccre congratuiaUons of 

your taithfnl Conirnf)n% 1 1 pon *y on r Maj city’s happy accellioii 
to the throne ot yciur royal anceltors. 

Your Majeltv’i. gracious fpcech from the throne requires 
a more than (Jidln^rv iciurn ol duty and thanklulnefs^tor that 
tender and palv rn.il care, vddc'u 1 a\e been pleated to ex- 
prefs of our reliid(;ii, l.tvv«^, and liberties, and for lliole ample 
alfurnnccs vour Maje.'ty Las given us, inviolably (o prtferve the 
contUtnlion ot tlicfe kiiii^doms, as it is now hajipdy eiJablitheil, 
in chuich and (talc, an(i to fcciirc to all your lubje^Tls the lull 
enjoyment ol their leligioiis and cl\il rights; and, as ihefe 
bieilingr. arc tiic moil valiial)lc and dear to a free people, and 
flic peculiar privileg -s of this nation, wc cannot ciiiaigh ad- 
mire your Majct*^’’’s goodiiefft, anil exprefs our ^ati^lacllon, in 
this folenin d< clai ation ct }cnr ivfajelly’s refolution lo make 
the good of yvuir pioplc your chief and condant rare. 

Wc coiigratuLiie )'opr Majcfly upon the preliminary articles 
being ligiied ; and we fee, with great pk ’fure, the beginning 
of yoiir Majcily’s rcIgiV^ attended \\ith tl.'t? \appy prefagos of a 
gencrnl peace. The early atuiranccs given your Majedyto 

your allies, of piirfuing the lame ineafurcs your la^c ro)al 
father had taken, and of making good the fevcral cui^agcmejits 
entered into by the loown of Cjre.it 1‘iitain, diiey ikengtlien 
and cemciu that jlrud union and harmony which has hitheilo 
iiibtifled among the aiiies of the treaty of Hanover, they con- 
fiim to ns the hojK s and near profpedd of a geiicrul iraiupullity 
upon terms honcairahle, fafe*, and adv,niUgeous to your Majefly, 
and all your allies. 

'Jdie regard and concern which v.t had, and always fhall 
have, fin the di i nee ol the rights and polfeflions of this na- 
tion, fi'r vindicailrig tlic honour of our Sovereign, and for 
maintaining tlie due balance of pow'cr in Europe, engaged rs, 
with ciieerl ulncts, fliniur' the Litl Ictlioir of l^arliament, to 
grant the Inpplies neceli'ny tim the carrying on this great wotk ; 
and no greater enconragement can p^>tijbly be given to us, than 
to fee your Majctty fo early bcgniniiig to lefl'en the public ex- 
penfes, and iefol\ing tv) reduce vour forces, both by fca and 
land, as fnon as it can be done without prejudice to tlie com- 
mon caufc, and couldient with the interell and fafety of this 
ilUtlon. 

Thefc many and great infiances of your Majcfly's goodnefs, 
2nd concern for the happinefs and welfare of your people, call 
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tipon iiF tor the liiglicft returns of duly,^zcal, and affection to 
your Majedv’s per Ton and govcrnixicnt ; 
convinced, that our ^ own iiuAretl and p 
rablc from your Majefty’s, weibeg leave to ali'ure your Ma- 
jclly, that we will, with our livc'i and toryiiies, iiMimain and 
iiipport your Majelly’s uiulouhltd li^lu ami title in the impel ial 
crown of tliis ruilm, and all other your Majell) ’s dominions, 
agaiuif. all attempts w'!rairoc\cr. 

And when we re!i‘\i on your Majefly’s n)y'il viitucs, wliicli 
promilc us all the l’‘le(]in Js, liiat ran Ilow iri'in a mind truly 
ureal ; when we cinilidei the diliinuuiilKd cluraCler of the 
Qjiieen, your royal eonfort, and the additional hippir.els that 
dclccnds 40 your people frnm her many princely qualities ; 
and remember )our iiuincroiis anti hoj)eiul nine, tlie lading 
plt flge and lecuiily of onr haj)py edablilhinenl ; that ytuir 
Majeiiy's crown may (it with cafe and ghory on your head, wc 
lliinlv ourlclvcs indirpcufably obliged to allure your Majefly, 
that w^c will provide Inch, a levcnuc (oi ihe^oeealions of \our 
Majeiiy’s civil government, as may he fiillicient to fuppori the 
honour and dignity of the c^’ovvn in its proper anti full lullrc. 


/-//.t A oj'jiy s Jnfivti y yifly i, 17 27. 

Geiuicnicn, 

T Rj^TUkN you my hearty tlianks for this tliitiru] and loyal 
addrefs. 'The refolutions of t'ne Commons ol Great ihilain. 
arc every where fo iiighly icgariled, that 1 cannot hut receive, 
with the greatefl fatisfaditMi, this unanimous tieclaration of 
your fidelity, zeal, and nfFedion ; and I will endeavour, by a 
itcady care and concern fgr the inlcrell and welfaie of my peo- 
ple, to anfwer the expectations you have conceived of my go- 
vcrnincnt. 


and, as we are fully 
cfenaiion are#tifei>a- 


Alcfjagc from his MujeJly to the Houfe of Commons^ July 6 , 1727 - 
George Rex. 

TTlS Majelty, conficlering that the provifion made for the 
Queen, his eonfort, in cafe flic fliould furvivc bis Majedy, 
is veiy infullicicnt to fupport her royal dignity, and that his 
Majeity is reflrained, by the laws now in being^ from incrcafi!j.g 
the fame, tliinks it necelfary to recomipe.nd the making a fur- 
ther provifion for jhc Q^iccn to your conlidcralion, 

• Sie, Otig. your,” Journal- 

‘A 


MeJJnge 
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Ateffa^from his JifajcJiy to the Ho^e of Commons^ July 8, 1727* 
Georoe Rex. • 

^T^HE South Sc^Company l^^ving ailcIrcflTed his Majefty in 
a dutiful manner, that he would be gracioufly pleafcd 10 
condefeend to be govcrnor%)f the f:ud Company, and his Ma- 
jefty having been gracioully picafed to accept the fame ; his 
Majcfly recommends it to this Houfe, to confider ofr proper 
methods to render the fame ciFedutil. 


His Mojef/s moj} gracious Spccchy July 1 7, 1727. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^ CANNOT but exprefs the greateft fatisfaflion in tlie con* 

vincing proofs you have given me, in this fcllion, of your 
duty and affedtiori^o my perfon, and zeal for my government. 

Gentlemen of the Hmife of Commons, 

I mud particularly thank you for your unanimity and dif* 
patch in granting me ih% revenues nccefla yjfor the fupport of 
my family, and the occalions of my civil government ; which 
you have clone in a manner fo very agreeable, and w ith fiich a 
due regard to the honour and dignity of the crown, that, if any 
thing could add to my own inclinations of making the happi* 
nefs of my fubjccls my principal care and fhidy, this inftance 
of your particular confidence in me w^ould engage me more 
(Irougly to make ufc of iltc power you have given me of doing 
good, in promoting the honour and intereft of my people. 

The ample provilion you have maeft for the Q^ieen, is ano- 
ther inllance of your regard for me; which, I am confident, 
ihe will very well deferve, and 1 ftiall always acknowledge. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It is a great happinefs to me to fee the nation in fo prof- 
perous and floiirifliing a condition, at the higheft pitfch of glory 
and reputation, of great w^eight in holding ilie balance of Eu- 
rope, defending thCmfclvcs in their juft privileges and pollef* 
fions, and vindicating the honour of the crown of Great Britain. 

^t home, I find among my proteftant fubjefls fuch mutual 
charity and forbeara nee, cliffu feel throughout the kingdom, that 
the national church repines not at the inclulgence given to 
fclupulous confciences ; and tbofe that receive the benefits of 
the toleration, envy not the cftabliflied church the rights and 
privileges which they by law enjoy. 


Froiii 
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From thefe happy caufes, and favourable conjcflnres, hat 
flowed that general tranquillit}^ that rife of public credit, and 
that improvement of trade an^ commerce wlucfc have grcatlp 
increafed our w^ealth and power, and given^is that refpeft and 
influence abroad which has fo^much advafticcd the glory and 
happinefs of this nation. 

But all thefe bleflings, great and valuable as they are, had 
not been fecured and tranfmitted to us, without your having 
carefully avoided all occafions of ftril'e and divifion, without a 
flri£l regard to public faitfi,*a conilant care and attention to* 
wards difeharging the national debt, and without that fingular 
ileadinefs and refolution which this Parliament has ihewed 
upon all proper and nccelTary occafions. 

I can therefore make no doubt, but that your behaviour, and 
the temper you have fhewn, will fufficiently recommend this 
Parliament to the efteem and good opinion of their country ; 
who, from the fame conduct, and by purfuing the fame mea^ 
fures, may promife themfelves all future pro^ijperiiy. 

The expiration of this Parliament now drawing near, 1 
will give orders for ifliiing ific writSj^ for calling and elefling a 
new Parliament, as foon as it can conveniently be done ; and i 
am perfuaded, thatr .^e general conte^ and emulation in ex- 
preflions of duty ai-iJl afFedion to me, which, to my great falis* 
fadion, 1 have univcrfally met with, will be further demon* 
ftralcd by the choice of a Parliament, zcaloufly affcdled to our 
prefent happy cftablifliment in the protefiant I'ucceilion ; and^ 
in return, nothing fhall he wanting on my part, that can con- 
tribute tow^ards improving a good correfpondcncc and harn)ony 
between me and my people, and that can tend to perfedp ao4 
perpetuate the happinefs of Great Britain. 


Speech by the Lord Chancellor^ yanuary 23, 1728, 

My Lords and Gentlmen, 

T AM commanded by his Majefty to let you know, that br 
will defer declaring the caufes of his calling this Parlia?* 
ment, till the Houfe of Commons have firft of all a Speaker ; 
and that therefore it is his Majefty’s pleafui:e, that you, Gen^ 
tlemen of the Houfe of Commons, repair to the place where 
you are to fit, and there proceed to the choice of a proper peiv 
fon to be your Speaker ; and that you, prefent fuch perfon, 
whom you fliall fo (hiife, here on Saturday next^ at one o’clock> 
for his Majefty's royal approbaiiop. 
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Speech hy fOnJIow^ Speah^ of the Houfe of Commonly 
Januaty qjy, 1728. 

May it plcafc mofl excellent Majefty, 

Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament afTemblecl, 
having received your Majefty's commands to make choice 
of one ot ihcir- members, to be prefented to your Majcfty, for 
iheir Speaker, Iravc, in piirfuance ^thereof, and accoirding to 
their aru K iit right, proceeded toun cle£lion, and their choice, 
Sir, is fallen 011 me for that important truft ; but how proper 
a choice, is i cw witli your Majeliy to judge ; and happy. Sir, 
is it for y(uir Commons, that your Majeliy’s difapfprobation 
will give them an opportunity to re-ccnfidcr what they have 
dt»ne, and to make another election, more worthy of them, 
and of your Maj^'lly’s afjiproval. And, that your Majelly will 
be gracioiiily pleated to (hew this indulgence to your faithful 
Commons, am I, Sir, pn humble fuitor to. you, for their 
fakes, and my own ; that their debates, thic order, tlic dccoium, 
and the dignity of their alTembly, ami thereby the great affairs 
ef the kingdom may not fuffer through my inabiliiies, nor I 
fink under the wt igiit fo unequal a bjfjjicn, but be left to 
perform my duty to your Majcfty, and the public, ‘in a way 
more fuiled to niy capacity. But what, Sir, above all, renders 
me moft improper for this high flat ion, and creates the greateft 
dread on iny mind, is, my unfitnefs to approach your facred 
perfon, and to reprefent your Commons, as they ought ever to 
appear before the Majcfty of their Sovereign. 

It is. Sir, for thefe rcafons, that I once more crave leave to 
implore your Majeliy’s goodnefs, to command your Commons 
to do, what they can very eafily perform, to make choice of 
another perfon more proper for them to prefent to your Ma- 
jcfty on this great occalion. 

Then the Lord Chancellor, receiving direflions from his 
Majelty, faid : 

Mr. Onflow, 

T AM commanded by his Majcfty to acquaint you, that, he 

well approves of the decent and modeft manner of excufing 
yourfelf, but doth not admit the cxciifc : for, being perfectly 
fatisfied with the chofee the Houfe of Commons have made^i 
Kfi Majcfty doth allow and confirm you to 6 e their Speaker^ 


Then 
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Then Mr. Speaker faid : ^ 

’VT'OUR Majefty having beel plcafed to approve the t;hoice 
your Commons have made, is a command upon me, and 
makes it my duty to fiibmit. •! do iherc^fore, Sir, with all 
thankfulnefs, acknowledge your Majefty*s grace in conferring 
this undeferved honour upon me, and do here beg leave to 
afTure your Majefly of my beft endeavours to difeharge, if I 
cannot ability, yet wkh impartiality, and uprightnefs of 
heart, this great truft which the Commons have committed to 
me, and which has now received your royal confirmation. 
And, for piy encouragement, permit me, great Sir, to bcfeech 
your Majeily’s pardon on my failings and infirmities, at lead, 
that your’Majerty will not impute them in any wife to your 
faithful Commons. And, that they may be the better enabled 
to do their duty to your Majefty, and their country, I do, in 
their name, and on their behalf, by humble petition to your 
Majefty, lay claim to all their ancient rights and privileges ; 
particularly that their perfons, their fcrvanis, and their eftalcs, 
may be free from arrelts, and all muleftaiions ^ that they may 
enjoy freedom of fpegeb, for the belter management of their 
debates ; jand liave !\. 'rty of accefs to your royal perfon, when 
occafion (hall require it ; and that all their proceedings may 
receive from your Majefty the moft favourable conftrudion- 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefly's further com* 
mauds, faid : 

Mr. Speaker, 

TJIS Majefty is gracioufty plcafcd to grant to the Houfe of 
Commons all the privtlcges you havL alked in their name, 
in the moft full, ample, and beneficial manner they have 
been at any time granted or allowed by any of his royal pre- 
deceflbrs : and, as to yourfelf, his Majefty is fo entirely fatis- 
(led of your dutiful afiedion t ) his feivice, that he will, on all 
occafions, make the beft and moft favourablc.conftrudion of 
all your w^ords and adions in the execution and performance 
of this great truft, as Speaker of the Houfe of Commons. 


His Afaje/iys mo/I gracious Speech, January 1728. 

My Lords and Gpntlemcn, 

TT is a great fatisfadion to me, that at the meeting the firlf 
Parliament, fummoned and convened by my authority, I 
am able to give you hopes of feeing the public peace and tran- 

i^uillity^ 
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ljuilllty very foon reflorcd, I very much wiflicd, that the firft 
period of my reigfi might have been diilinguifhed by putting an 
immediate encT to the troubles jnd diforders of Europe, by a 
reduftion of lome part of my forces, a diminution of taxes, and 
all the happy confcijucnccs of 911 honourable and lading peace, 
to which my endeavours have in no manner been wanting, as 
far as was coniident with maintaining the poifeirions, rights, 
and privileges of my kingdom, and I promife myfelf, not with- 
out great probability of fuccefs. ^ 

I am very fenfiblc of the difagrdcablc and uneafy fituation in 
which our affairs have been for fomc time ; and have been ex- 
tremely concerned to fee many of the incoiivenicncics of a war 
atten<ling us, without any opportunity of refenting the injuries 
W'C fuftained, or gaining any of thofe advantages m return, 
ivhich the vigorous profecution of fo juit a caiife, and the fuc- 
cefs of our arms, might probably have fecuicd to us. 

But you are fufficicntly appiifcd, that preliminary articles for 
a general pacificirtion weve fomc lime ago fignod, and accepted 
by the contra»Sling parties on both fidcs ; and although the rati- 
ficaticu) of them had btep exchanged by me, and my allies, 
with his Inipctial Majclly, the goodcffcdls cxpc6lcd from them 
were retarded, by the iT,tufal, on the par*^''f Spain, to execute 
fome of the moil matctial points contained in them’, and by 
endeavours to alter and explain fome articles, in fuch a manner 
.^s immediately afl’edlcd the pod'eliions, and the jud rights of 
my kingdom : I therefore, jointly with my allies, (lecliriccj 
exchanging the raliScaiions ot the preliminaries \^ilh the court 
of Spain, and lejcdlcd all fuch propofitions as were detrimental 
and injurious to my honour, and the iiitcicd of my people. 

By thefe means, the negotiations were unavoidably carried 
into a tedious length, \^hiLh 1 cn'durcd with the greater pa- 
tience, from an earned dcfirc to procure to my fiibjefts a fafe 
and honourable peace, and to fee ilic tranquillity of Europe 
preferved and fettled upon a folid and lading foundation ; 
during which time I received from the Mod Cliridian King 
and the States General, the greated proofs of their finccrity, 
and a renewal of the flronged affuranccs imaginable, that they 
would cffeClually make good all their engagements in fupport 
of the common caiife, and of our mutual intcreds ; and 1 am 
very glad that I can acquaint you, that our joint endeavours 
have had fo good an effeft, that by the lad advices from abroad, 
1 have great reafon V> hope that the difficulties which have 
hitherto retarded the execution of the prejiminaries, and the 
opening of the congrefs, will foon be entirely removed. 

However, it will in the mean time be abfolutely neceflTary to 
fontiouej, as our have already lefolved to do, the prepay 

rationsi 
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rations which have hitherto been our i^urity, and prevented 
an open rupture in Europe, that we may not at once lofe ali 
the advantages which our fornler expenfes a^d Vigour have I'o 
nearly procured, by noi being in a condition, if that necclliiy 
fhould uncxpcftedly be brought upon us, to vindicate our 
honour, and alTcrt our rights ; and you may depend upon it, 
that my firft care (hall be to rediu c, from lime to time, the 
expence of the public, as often and as foon as the inlercft and 
fafety of.my people will permit it. 

The preliminary articles*, ^and fnch other treaties and con- 
ventions, as have not yet been communicated to Parliament, 
and which iiiay, without mun.teit prejudice, be expofed to 
public vit?'' , fliall be laid before you. 

Gt lUlemcn of the Houfe of Commons, 

I luivf tivr n orders to the proper officers to prepare and lay 
before Vi I eitimates of the expenfes for the fervice of the 
cun.’.’ year^ agd you may be allured, that Wie fiipplies which 
I mul rnyfeli obliged to demaiul of you, lliall, as certaiply.as 
they do ext ced luy wifhes and inclinations, be employed folcly 
for the intcrelt a?’d fecuiity of the naftoii ; and I nrakc no doubt 
but that if any inethr^ can be found out for raifingthe neceffary 
fupplies, *lefh grievous to my peop^v ;i * a vvlic;*, ^saf will 
have the preference in all i i f rul a. .- 

I think myfelf obili: ‘ ••• 4 »r ’ -‘I lo you a confideratloa 

of the greatert impoc' u.a , .. i * 1 iiiould look upon it as a great 
happinefs, if at tl - uctniiaing of my reign> I could fee the ■ 
foundation laid of iu great and neccllary a work, as the incrcafe 
and encouragement of our feamcn in general, tliat they may be 
invited, rather than compelled by f«>rcc and violence, to entet 
into the fervice ot their country, as often as occafion fhall ret* 
quire it; a confideration worthy of ilu leprefentativcs of a 
people great and flourilhing in trade and navigation. 

This leads me to mention to you the cafe of Greenwich 
Hofpital, that care may be taken, by fome addition to that 
fund, to render comfortable and elFeSual that charitable provi> 
fion for the fupport and maintenance of our feamen, worn out 
and become dccrepid by age and infirmities in the fervice of 
their country. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

As 1 have great hopes that a general pacification will be now 
obtained, by a fpeedy execution of the preliminaries, I am fails* 
fied that nothing will more eifcdually contribute to, and fecurr 
this defirable end, than fuch an unanimity, zeal, and difpatch 
tf the public bufmefs, in this Parliament, as may convince the 
VoL. L Pp worlds . 
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world, that none among you are capable, out of any views or 
coiiiideiation* wliatfrx ver, to vvifli the di<irc fs of their country, 
or to i;ivc an oeVafion, fn^m thel>rofpedl of difficulties that may 
arife, and be fomented here at Rome, to interrupt or difappoint 
our prefent promifing exp £lanons. I'his it ivS in your power 
to defeat \ and this ! dcpci d upon, from your known zeal and 
aftedion to niy perfoii and government, and your hearty concern 
for the inlercll and welfare of my people. 

Addrefs tohh.MojcJly hv the Houfe of Commons^ Feb, r, 1728. 

Mod gracious Sovereign, « 

XX7E, your Majcfly’s nioft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
Commons of (ircat Britain, in Parliament adembled, 
beg leave to return our humbleil thanks for your Majefly's mofl 
gracious fpeech from the throne; and to acknowledge, in the 
moil dutiful andi.gralelul manner, tlic tcndei;and aHc6lionatc 
concern your Majdly has been pleafed to exprefs, for the many 
iiiconveniencies that have arifcii Ifoni the late difagrceable and 
tinfctticd Hale of the aH'airs of Europe. 

Wc are fenfible of the unwearied aj|fl uninterrupted cariC- 
%4iih which your Majcrfy, ever fince wc have enjoyed the blef^* 
lings of your roign, has laboured to pul an end to the difputes, 
and rcHore the iraiujuiUiiy of Europe ; the defire you hat^c had 
to free your people Iroin all the burdens occalioned by impend- 
ing war, and to procure to them all the happy con fcqtienccs of 
a fafe, honourable, and cHabliflicd peace ; and wc think it as 
iinpoflible that any ditliciilties Ihould anfe, to prevent us feeling 
the good cfFeds to bo expeded from your prudence, as it is for 
any event to make us forget the niaj(vS wc have already received 
of your arteftion. 

The tirnincTs your Majefty has (hewn, in abfolutcly rcfufing 
to admit of any explanations of the preliminaries, derogatory to 
the honour, or prejudicial to the interellof this nation, wc feci 
more fentibly, as we think ’ris equally for your Majefty *s glory 
and our happineVs, to have it appear to the whole world, that 
the care of your people is a confideratioii fo much fuperior to 
every other, in fixing your Majefty’s refoliitions, that not even 
one fo important as the peace of all Europe, could induce you 
to fubniit to the demands of others, or recede from your own 
In any point, where qiir polfellions were invaded, our intereft 
ftnick at, or our privileges difputed. 

^ And fince titis (land, which your Majefty, in juftice to your- 
fclf, and regard to your people, thought fit to make, has not 
broke off* the accommodation, but only retarded it for our ad-- 

3 vantage. 
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Vantage, we beg leave to congratulate your Majefty upon the 
ric'ar profp.'^- ot that fuecd's i*j youi negoiialioi^s, which can- 
not iiio:e ciiedually tultil ou\ willies, as the earneft of our 
pjufpcii y, than it anl'wcrii our expedations in dcmonllraling 
yi .1 w.fuom. • 

t ui cafe your Majclly’s expedations of feeing tlie public 
pt i 'l '• d tra!,i|iii.!i y foon relloied, Ihould Itill be difappoiutedi 
th •' ' < i 1 p'-ople may no longer continue in that uncertainty in 
wdii. .‘c ,M)licy ol others jnay endeavour to keep us, and that 
wc r .y ht in a condition to do ourfelves jullice, IhoulcJ that 
nec iiity unexjiecledly be brought upon us, wc arc determined, 
out ol lo our ovmi interert, as well as that we lhall ever 

pay to y. nr Majelly’s lionour, moll clFcdually to enable you lo 
do yoiirf.*!! right, and to alfert and to maintain ail the pofTef* 
fions, advantages, and privileges of your people. 

Whatever fupplies, therelerd, may be wanted for the fervico 
of the cm rent year, your Commons will, with the uimoft 
cheerliilnefs and unanimit\ , grant ; being aftiired no aid will 
ever be elemandea by your Mi'-jelly ot your fubjeds, but what 
you (hall judge abfolutcly neccllhry /or their own intereft and 
fccurity ; and as wc^re determined, in whatever fupplics we 
raife, to have regar». to fikh mcthods«as fliall be leall grievous 
to your people, lo wc have the greatcfl fatisladh n in thinking 
wc may entirely depend on your Majelty’s jufticc and wifdom, 
that wliatcver w<; do grant, wiH be conltunlly applied in the 
manner that will be moil beneficial to them ; neither had we 
the Icaft doubt, before \>c received your Majcfly’s mofl gracious 
promife, but that your Majtfty, from your paternal goodnefs to 
your people, would, from time to time, take every opporlu** 
nity to make all fuch redudions of the public expenfes as (hall 
be for our prefent eafi^ without endangering our future 
fafety. 

The affiirances your Majefty hath given us of the fincerity 
and ftcadinefs with which, you arc fatisfied, all our allies are 
determined, in all events, to adhere to their engagements, and 
efpoufe the common caufe, gave us the greateft fatisfadion ; 
and let tlie future dangers and difficulties that may yet arife, 
impolfible to be forefeen, be ever fo formidable, or ever fo nu- 
merous, we do not imagine that there can be any which your 
Majefly's prudence, caution, abilities, and experience, joined 
to the alfiftancc of your Parliament, the firmnefs of your allies, 
and the bravery of your people, will no^eafily difpel. 

It is the indifpenfable duty of thofe who have a juft fenfe 
the great importance of the trade and navigation of this king- 
dom, to provide proper encouragements for our Teamen ; and 
common juftice requires that we Ihould take a compaflionate 
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care of lliofc, who, by misfortunes in their brave nrcl faithfnl 
fcrvices to tlicij C(*intry, arc bcaimc equally incapable of con- 
tinuing thufe fcrvices, or providing for themfclves : we beg 
leave, therefore, to allure your Majclly, that wc will take this 
matter into our conlidcraiion, tuicl on this, ns well as cveiy 
other occafion, pay the deference and regard due to your Ma- 
jcJly’s moll gracious vecommciuLuion. 

If there arc any fo ill informed of the fteady alFcclions of your 
Commons, as vainly to place their.hopts on any dii^mtes or 
differences that might arifc amongll us, w'c arc ilctermincd, 
by a hearty, zealous, and general concurrence in all our delibe- 
rations tor your Mnjetly’s intcrcli and the public ^welfare, 
cffeQuaily to difappoint fnch ill-groiindcd expcdalions ; and we 
arc fatislied, wc cannot give better evidence of our to our 
country, than by coidlant demonnrations of our duty to the 
bell: of Kings : and, as your Mir.rfiy's endeavours have been, 
and, we are pcrfuailcd, ever will be, to prclerve ns a free, and 
cdahlilh ns a hap|jy people ; fo 'wc Ihonlil thiitl' oiirfelves im- 
deferving all the benefits and hlclfngs of your reign, were it 
poilible wc could ever be rv/aniing in the kail point, on our 
part, to make it as great, happy, and glo»'ious, as that of any 
of your royal predeccllbi- . 

His Alajt'/Jy s Anjwcr^ hhuaty 3, 1728. 

GciUlemen, 

J (jIVK you my thanks for this very Ic^yal and affedlionate 
addrefs. ISuch reliirns of duly and gralilude from my faith- 
ful Commons w'ould add, it any thing polhbly could, to my 
refolutions of promoting and confidting, upon all occafions, 
the welfare and profperity of my people. The entire confi- 
dence you place in me, will engage me moft llridly to make 
life of the power aiui trufl you Ihall repofe in me, for your in- 
tcrcll, and to your faiista^Slion ; and you thall always find my 
Tcadinefs to calc^and reduce the expenfe of the public anfwcr- 
able to your cxpcdlations. 


Reprefenlation to his Mojcjfy^ by the Houfe of Crmmonsy 
April 8, 1728. 

Mod gracious Sovereign, , 

l^CJUR Majefty’s mod dutiful and faithful fubjefls, the Com- 
•*' mans of Great Britain, in Parliament aficinbled, having, 
la duty to your Majefty, for the lake of truth, and for the 

better 
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better information and fatii^iaclion of all )?)nr good pcojdc, taken 
into their cfniridcration the itarcot the li.inonal dr!;tjn regard to 
what debts have hi t n dil'charj^c^l Mid n ud o#*. the clhi- 

blilhment oi the linkp.i^ I’lnd Idi ' at purpol'e, and what itevv 
debts have, wiriiin itie laid b. .ni eoniracted and inccried, 

bcglcaw, with a'd dnU an i ^*:lh^li.•!]on, to lav the lame before 
your Majeltv in iliis onr inoit i.iiniblc repru'ient.iiion. 

''Phe national debt ol this kingdom, coiilriKLled in carrying 
on two long and expenfive wars, before ilie liapp'^ acctilion of 
your Maietty’s late royal fftker to tht crown ot iliefc realms, 
as it W'as a inaticr o! the lad conidipkiict to tiu* nation, w'as 
become tlic care andcoiu.ern of all wdio wiilied well to our pre- 
fent and tilure prolpeiiiy. 'Phis produced fcvcral conPidera- 
tions in Pailiamenr, to hud out and feule loni * means of put- 
ting ‘his great debt into a mCiLod ot being. grad. lally leduced and 
dimi.iillied ; ami the hi. king lund was at lad liappily eftablifli- 
cd, »o general Tati ion. "Phis fund became immediately 
the huouri.e article in all j)arliamcnlary con liberations relating 
to th'- public revenues, and was confidcrcd as a national intc- 
relt, worthy ot tht highell Regard and attention ; which was 
by all poliiolc means, to be clierilhtAl anil improved, and the 
prorlujc of it h t apait^ and krpi di dn£l from all other fervices 
and purpcPc ', ai* ! v. is appropriated bjf Parliament to pay ofp 
and (iifeharge ijat.onal d(‘bts incurred beiore the 25th day of 
Dcccfbcr, 1716, ^ 

1 'd • ce rc'L t’’at di Unclion in tlu' pifblio revenues n liicli has 
cvci I'.'.cc been ib I.t CvUitinued and kepi up, that ilic nation 
lias i. . ned to liave t o iifFer lit intcr its ; one in the province 
C‘f the bilking hi; cl for (be difeharge of the national debt ; 
anotljci ill Mie aniu ai b pp ies gr mted to the crown, for carry- 
ing on "ne current fervice ihe year. 

But I'everal controverhes li.ivuig of late years been flarted, 
conceiiiiny what real benefit had accrued to the nation, from 
the prcduce and application of the finking liiiid, if conlidcrcd 
and compared v\irli new debts, fiippofed to have been incurred 
witliin the fame 'ime ; the Commons of Cneat Britain, truly 
fenhblc of the weight of this national debt, a burden of ilfelf 
fuificicnt to create fornc uncafinefs in the minds ot the people, 
without the l;c!p of any aggravations or mifieprcfcntalions, 
thought it a duty incumbent upon them, fo far to enU r into i!ie 
confideratlon of this important affair, as to examine and ..ate 
how much of the national debt, incur cd before the 2 “th of 
December, 1716, had been adually pafd otf, or difeharged, 
and what new debts had been really coniradcd and incurred 
in fupport of the public, and in carrying on the current fervice 
of the fcveral years fincc that time. 

p p 3 It 
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It is well known what content and chccrfulnefs your 
Majelly’s fubjefts have all along paid and contributed towards 
the annual iiitelefUof this national debt, contraded and incurred 
in fcciiring to them the ineftimrole blcllings of your Majefty’s 
molt aufpicious reign, and the protcilani fucceilifm in your il- 
lullrioiis family, and in defence of their religion, liberties, and 
properties, w; ich, they always thought, coiihi n('l be purchafed 
and prefvrved at too dear a rate ; and troin the time they had 
the comfort of having a finking fund fettled and citablilhtd, that 
gave them the profpecland hopes of feeing thi ' great debt gradually 
reduced and difeharged, it was a faiistadion that rendered the 
burden eufy and light ^ and your people fceined even to forget 
the great expenfe they had been at, happy in the tree and full 
enjoyment of all tlut was dear and valnabh »o tlu-m, the iruit 
and return of fo much treafure, neceifariiy and ufctully em- 
ployed. 

Notwiiliftanding this flouriftiing flate of the public credit, 
and the goed cfflfls of this happy lituation, there were not 
wanting thofe who attempted to dilhirb ihc quiet and faii^^ fac- 
tion that almoft univcrfally prevailed in the minds of your peo- 
ple, by publifliing and pi'omoting with the greateil induifry, 
mod notorious mifreprefentations of the t*ue Hate of our debts, 
and of the provifions mVide for the difeharge of them*; and by 
ini tiling grouiidlefs jealoufies and infmnations, as if the produce 
of the finking fund had been but li (tie and inconfidcrablc, or 
that, by wrong and imprudent mcafurcs, bad oeconomy, neg- 
lc£f, or niifmanagcmcnt, imneceifary expenfes had been made, 
and new' debts contrat!:led, that not only equalled, but exceeded 
l>y feveval millions the amount of the old debts that had -been 
difeharged. 

T'he artful infiniiations and mifrpprefentations ferved to a 
double purpofe, to make our fellow fiibj "fts reitlefs and uneafy 
under their piciciit diflicMlties, by perfiiading them they were 
cndlefs and inextricable ; and at the fame time fo apprehenfive 
of new engagements, that they might be prepared rather to 
lufFer all forts of infulis and injnric>, than, by endeavouring to 
do themfelves jiiflicc, to enter into new expenfes, every where 
reprefented as delfriu^live and intolerable. 

This prevailing mifehief called for an immediate remedy, 
and made it lucelfary to enter into a ftridl difquifition of the 
truth and certainty of thefe affairs, that your Majefty 
might be truly informed, and your faithful and well-alfetft- 
ed ftibjeds have the^ fatisfadion to fee, how grofsly the 
yt®rld .had been impofed upon by thefe groundlcfs mifre- 
prefentations ; and that your enemies might be convinced 
that the wealth and power of Great Britain is not fo exhaufted, 

as 
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as to render this nation, under your MJJcfty’s happy govern- 
ment, U’s ronfidirabic and lurmidablc than in the nme ot' any 
of your royal pr dccclfors* I # 

We obf rVLd that what gave any foundation fi^r the belief of 
thefe initorioiis iali'choods, was the liberty which fomc niihn- 
formed or ill-dciigning perfons had taken from the ftveral .dle- 
ratinns which had oten mad». of late years in the lhape or deno- 
mination of our public debts, to make und publtih ima.;inary 
(fates of the whole of thofe debts, by putti'ig hMiiifuis values 
upon them, at their own and pie- fuie, and iioni thence 
makm ,; balances that might ferve their puipofe, but were not 
really .rue. 

Li.' difTivniliies of making np tliis account in that manner 
w\u\ uiiy certain'y, made ii.s canfuiiy uvowi g')ing n.to a method 
which might be at«ei wards liable tocavd and «lifj)utes, accord- 
ing to the humour, caprice, or pr vale opinion of every man. 

'that we might thercfoic avoid as much a.s pollible, any 
doubt or perplexity, we proceeded to (fate the liiitli . » ihisfadl, 
in a method tlut was plain, obvious, and *inielligihle tf> the 
mcaneit capacit) ; and took*an accouni of the feveral national 
debts incurred before tlie tjlh day o# O* cumber, 171b, winch 
fmcc that time had been adlui-liy paid ojf, or difthar*. cd, and 
alhi an account of th< feveral national debts, tha., fmee that 
time, had been contradied or incurred, and were itill fu I lift- 
ing ; tipon comparing of which together, it will app.ar whether 
the nat’onal debt Is, lince the eiiabliihioent of the linking fund, 
incrcafed or decreafed, and to what amount. 

Having no v gone through this inquiiy with as mui:h care 
and exaclncfs as was pollible, wc beg leave, in the moil dutiful 
manner, to lay before your Majcfty two uccoiinis: the firft, 
containing the feveral particular articles of national d'-bls in- 
curied before the 25th day of December, 1716, and (ince dif- 
charged ; which is as followeth : 


j^n Account ot fuch National Debts incurred before the %^th of 
December ^ 1716 , as have been Jince dij charged \ viz, 

DfLi. Jifclnrgcd. 


•T'HE cnpiral ftim of the lot" cry anniiitrr, 
clfablilhed hy the 3 (ie >. 1. which 
creates the general (iind, and a'.fo the fink- 
ing fimd, was - - - 9,534,357 *3 ItJ 

Of which rhcie was fiihrcrii^cd into Sourh 

Scaftock - - • 8,329,57^ 10 7 

The remainder, paid ojff, is - — ■ — 


A'^nuitics, at ^/. per cent, redeemable hy 
Pail lament, and tiansfciahlc at the Bank 
of ^njiand, were granted by an aft 
I Cjty. 1. for - ^ - 


Pp4 


L- 


d. 


1,104,786 3 4{ 

4 


910,000 O O 


Of 
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Debts difcharg«d. 


£. t. </. £. J. rf. 

Of which therf ^as fiibfcribed intci 
South Sea ftock - - ' 706,175 15 o 

The rem-under, paid off, is - ■ 205,824 5 O 

Ocher aiinui.ics, of the fame kind, we|p 

granted fame y^'ar for - - 169,000 o o . 

Ot 'vhich there wis fubferibed into South 

Sea Ifock, - - ^ 37 > 5'’-6 ^ 

The rLm.ii:.tUr, paid off, is 37>473 *3 4 

Annuiricb, at 4/. far rent, rcd-emibl'i by 
Parha tienr, and Ci.iiufe.aMt' tl the Bank ^ * 
of England, were trt'aied f^r tallies of foj, 
a£f 5 G«(». I- for - - 9471514 7 

Of whn.h there was fubfciibed into 

SoLitli Sea ftock - - 748>553 *9 ^ 

The lU.iaiudcr p. id off, is 198>958 8 3 

The like annuiticj wcic granied by fundi y 
a^l , for army dt .cntu.es, ccrtihed before 
the .iifl of Mauii, 17.9, for - T)^'i3j987 8 i*^ 

Of which there was lublcrib'cd 

Soillh S''-’ ^ { ),*< 13 8 

' — 3 ') 3»’94 >4 ii 

The pi I V,. 

jnas 1 , t ^ r ■ * o o 

O! V. I'hn tih I w IS f . icd into 

^ou;h S»a flock - ^ - 4^.^9^ o o 

The remainder, paid ol'', is -5.— a 134,220 O oj 

The like (»ii luiteiy, 4///W0 I 7 14 ^ - i,8r2,ioo o 

Of wh.ch rlicK' wa, luhlViilicd into 

Sonrli Sea ftock « - 1^5.03,970 o 

The iciraindcr, paid olt, is - — - 408,130 O o 

The cj-thequer oidcib, for uviuy debentures, 
ceitificd lince »he 2 ill of March, 1719, 

:«e ill paid iff, king - - — — — 548,939 

The iK’hcirniy t liie duly on hops, anno 
1711, which was direiiled l»y aCl of Pai- 

liarivnt to be paid <'if, was - — — — 12,480 9 X 

The lik^ ot lie Eatl Indi'i Company’s fund 
Hated «o CIniftinas, 171O, and paid out 

of tins mg fund, wai, - - ^ ^ 79^339 ^7 5 

The 5 pet cent, annuities in the million lot- 
tciy, w'hich were icturned as caih into 
the evchequei, and winch wcio hy an aft 
13 Geo. I. applied to dlfchau,c Kev is de- 
bentures, were . . — ^ — I 03,£72 XO O 

The principal fum Handing out in exchequer 

bills, on 25th Dccemiier, 1716, was - 4,361,025 o 
Interefl and premium due thci con . 35»i59 >5 7 | 

Total debt in exchequer Mils - - 4i59^ix84 15 yf 

Of which two millions 
were convcited into a 
Bank annuity at 5/. 
fer cent, by the aft 
3 Geo. I. ; fo deduft I 
that - - 2, 000,060 o o 

Aifl towards d’d charging 
the reft qf ihcfe bills 
500,0001. was tailed 
by a lottery anno 1 7 1 9» 
charged on the 
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Dcbrs difchat|^ 


£• 5 . rf. 

53 ^rcgatc funJ, of " 

44 1 } 700/. which was 
afurwaids fubfcribed 
into, and lilill remains 
part of the South Sea 
ftock, and the re- 
maining 53,300/. has 
been paid off ; lb de- 
duct onyy - 441,700 Q o 

Total of thefe dc- • ^ 

diiflions 2,441,700 o o 

The remainder is the ner debt on this 

head, that ii, paid off - - . 

The July on coal', for bnildiivjj of chuiclu*', 

&c. was gian'cd l.clorc 171^, for ie\ nal 
trims of ^-ears, to expire at Mithailmas 
1725, and the whole pioducc ot that duty 
wa*. apj.rop’iiarcil for ihoic lei vices, winch 
may be cliiinaied as a debt nt 1716, of 540,000 O o 
17[(), 3rtci,coo^ was granted tor 
rhefe fciviccb, to ye ra.Ied on a lund of ^ 

21,000/. per annunti ft r 32 years, 111 lieu * 
of the prtivifion by the fo. incr teu^js, and * 

of that 360,000/. ilicrc icauiub undif- 
charged hut . - 1^,140 o • 

Tl'.e 1 c Hi under may be effimateJ fo much 

Jti'L,d'^.'.irged - . - 1..— . 

Tl'.r of the n»\v, as u flood on the 31ft 
ot D'cenr-'fi, 171^ ilic tlkits 

in ill' ircalui'i'' 1: inds, v, ts - *5 9^ 

DeduA tl crcoiil ihe him then uniffued off 
this head of the lu[plios anno 1716, aftcr- 
wMid*; piovidcd foi !•/ 4/. pit teW. annui- 
lie , pan of the t'l'es of fol, fubfcribed 
into, and ffill rcniauiiug in South Sea 
flock - - - 334*239 16 i{ 

The lemainder I'l the net debt of the 

navy .ir 1 7 1 fi - - ■■ — ■■■ ■ 

29,925/. 41. \H. per ,'rirum of the^hovt an- 
luiitic. remaining nnuihrcrihcd info South 
Sea flock, which l>ciMg valu' i at 14 year, 
puuiiih, the rale at winch tlicy wc.c 
fuld'cribrd into South Sea flotk, at.tiQ 
1720, makes a debt at 1716, of - 418,952 17 t 

Dedudt the prefent value of thefe annuities, 
in which there were l-ut 14 years 3 qiiar- • 

ters to come at Chiiflinas 1727, at 10 
years pnrehafe - - 299,252 O lO 

The remainder is fo much debt dif- 
cliargcd - - — , . — 


f £• ^ 


*>«5M84 «S jI 


344,860 0 o 


709,096 19 8| 


179,700 16 4 


Total debts difeharged — — — 6,648,76a 5 *i ^ 


Ip (fating of which account, we beg leave humbly to repre- 
fent to your Majefty, that the articles (fated therein by way 4i£ 
edimate, are the intered and premium faid to be due on the ex- 
chequer bills, the debt for the building of churches, and the 

V^ue 
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value of the difference* ill the terms for the fhort annuities; 
M’hich articles arc fo fmall in refpedt of tlic whole, that any 
alteration in thof\ eflimatcd values would make no material 
cliiFcrcncc in the real incicafe or deevt afe ot the whole debt. 

We beg leave fiirthci hninbly to repn fent royou»-Majefly, that 
all the articles in this account Haled as ihc dchtb Icood on the 
25th of Diccmher, 1716, except the firit article of the lottery 
annuities, which is llaud th.e fum tliat v. as made piincipal at 
Michaelmas, 1717, by ilu' aci that elKibhfhcd the general fund, 
and alfo the finking fiLid, from wlTicIi tnni only the finking 
fund commenced ; lor v. l.icii realon no cre«!it Is taken in this 
account for any prinCiPui *‘io..v> paid off’ in part of the four 
lotteries, co’TiprchciKled in tlia; fii. . between Chriltnvas 1716, 
and Michaelmas 1717 ; u<#i is any thing ct.a .^ed therein for 
the deiiciencies of fund* (tandiug om at Chri. n*as 1716, and 
unprovided for, alll;ougi« the dcficieneies ol th.ree of ihofc lotte- 
ry funds only amounted at J^ady-day 171;, to above two hundred 
and feventy thoufjiiul pouiuls ; fo that, noiwitldlanding upon 
the fubfeription of thole* loiitries into reiLcmabIc annuities, 
one quarter’s intcreft, due thcrcoiT between Midfummer and 
Michaelmas 17 17, was ma^'c principal, ainonniing to 140,884/. 
6 jf, 2l^i. or theieahoiits, yet the fame was- much Ihort of the 
deiiciencies then inciirieVl on thofe funds, and therefore pro- 
perly ch'irged ainongit the debts incurred bciore the 'i5th of 
December, 1716. 

And we think it proper further to obferve upon the article 
of the Ihort annuities remaimiig unfubferibed, v,hich arc dated 
at 29,925/. 4.f. i^/. pir an), urn y that it appears the real fuin did 
amount to but 24,335/. 175. per .nnnwt \ wdiich miltake did 
arife by a mif-iccitul in the a£l of the fixth year of your Ma« 
jedy’s laic royal father; which ditFcr^’ncc, being valued at the 
fatue rate iba’ the whole annuities are herein valued at, makes 
a diiFerence of 22,357/, 8 j. 4^. lobe dedudled out of the tot^il 
Aim of the debts difcharged. 

The next account, which is mod humbly fubmitted to your 
Majtfly’s cc nil delation, contains the fcveral particular articles 
of debts contraded and incurred fince the 25ih of December 
1716, and now fubfiding, which is as followeth; 


jtn Account of National Debts contrafied and Incurred Jince the 
2 ^th of December y 1716 , and now fubffiing. 

j^V South Sen ftock, for fo much of the 


money nf>rccd to he ndvai ccnl by rhe 
Srtith Sc.' Company on the fubfeription of ' 
Ilk lottery, 1710, as was recounted or 


dcduiflsu 
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<!p.Ui£lcd by tbrni, purfmnt to ihc 
5 Geo I. fur ma .mg grod the deficiency 
ot tlicii uiigmii and additional lands; 
viz. 

i*oi the deficiency of then origin.d fund for 
ending at Midl’uniiucr, 


X- ' *• 


two quarters, 

17 ir) 


Fori’itto for one quaiter, atChiifinias 1719 
Foi the dtlicicnty of th/ii ao.ii'KM.al iiinJ 
iur two quartets, ending at Midfumnrtet, 

1719 


H'MI '9 I? 

14,04s 18 8 


15,831 4 10 


By fo much of the 5/. fer ernt. annuities 
(cheated oy viifie of a claiife in the 1 ind- 
tax a^t, ^ Geo I. fin rep. .King 10 the 
trcalurci 'f (he luvy tlie fum he had i'lned 
to (he Soy.h Sea O’' ipaiu , fi*' mdn.ing 
good the iicficicnt-y of liioir original fund 
at MiJlommcr 1718^ .’S was fubferihed 
into Si nth Sea ftock, the Km.iiivier being 
paid oft' - - . 

Total debts contrai^eJ, f jr making good 
the dihciencfe.; of tlie South Sea 
Comp.iny’s funds 

By South tiw ftock, f'r fo much of the 
mo ley agiced to be , id v. meed by the South 
Sea Comiany, on tli< lubl'criprion of lot- 
tery 1711, jiurfuani to the adt ; Geo. I. 
as was 'a'l by th'’'n H’.to tlr exchequer, 
and applied to th- inking fuM-l • 

By annuities at 4/. per icdcennblc hy 
Pari ament, charged on the duty on wroughf 
pl.irr, by the adt 6 Geo. I. 

By the benefit Cicicets in lottery 

charged on the duty on coals, 5 Geo. 1. 
for - - - 

Of which tlierc h.is been paid off 
The remainder was fubtenbed into 
South Sea ftock 

By exchequer bills ftanding out, ant charged 
on the duty on vidiuallcrs by the* adh 
1 1 Geo. I. - 

By the I'kc exchcquci bills, charged on fur- 
plus of coals, 13G’. j. [. 

By the debt of the navy, ns it ftood on the 
31ft December, 1727, dedufling the ef- 
fedisthen ftattd to k in the hands of the 
trcafuiers « - 

Pedudt the fum then iiniirucd t«> the trea- 
furcr of the navy, of the fupplies ann$ 
1727, whuh has been fin. c ifllicd to hina 
The remainder is the nee debt on this 
head - - - 

Total of the(c debts 


182,226 2 7^ 


107,801 17 4 } 


500,000 o o 
65,395 o » 


290,029 o • 

318,673 4 io| 
312,000 o • 

434,605 o • 

486,600 o o 
338,800 o • 


Jj93y>0iJ 4 9^ 

199,74* * 6 

- — 1,737.**' * 3i 

1 — 3>9*7»58* 7 


From thefe two accounts, we prefume mod humbly to reprl« 
font to your Majefty, that the fcveral national Jebts incurred 
h^ore the acth day of December, I7f6, which have been 
• fine? 


- ~'i» - -iBiii^ Iff 'f ~‘f ^ ^ - 
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iiiicc rllk-hargcfl, aftcf ilccIucVnig the Ik fe/omcniioiicd fain 
22,3 <^7/. 8>. \(i. do amount m the whole to the fiim of 
6,620,404/ 165. and that the fevcral national debts in- 
curred iinee tlie find 25th day of December, 1716, and now 
fubfilting, amount toectticr to the Unn of 3,027,988/. 75. i|r/. 

V/hioli being ciediitled out the amount of the debts dil- 
charged, tlie dif.Vtence is f(j much n-al dec;e:ne ot the national 
debt tiiicc the 25m d ly oi December, 1716, being 2, 698, 416/, 
95. 

And ibnt the fraie of tl ' pew-croitfiukd. debts may appear in 
a true li.2ht, \‘'e t>iiiik i- iary, lor tlie beil o* intormalioii 

:)f your Mainly, to ‘lull. ;u.lJi ilicni under the pr per heeds ot 
fervic' tor \\ :ii‘.h they te eoulraelcd, and, by way 4)t expla- 
nation, toohferve, llial a uonb.'.'v rable part ef l! t new-cc^nt'-ae^cd 
debt, amounting to the I'nm ut 703, i v/a.' occa- 

fioned by the annual provilions made bv iknliament tor making- 
good the yearly dchciciieics of t!ic gcnciul lU id to and tor the 
year ending at Mifhaelnuis 1726, piirfuanl to the diredious of 
the a6l eilablilldng tile general fund, the furplus whenof co»n- 
pofes part of tlic (ifikiug fund ; and by tlufe* means, liic fmk:-» 
ing fund has received aiiiuial.y fome proportion out of the 
fuppbcs of the year : 

And, that the iiirtlier^Tiim of 290,029/. has been raifed by 
iicw-coiitradled debte, aiul is included tlicr in, for making 
good at fevcral times the defu ieucics of the original and addi- 
tional funds of the South Sea compiuy; which two fums, 
amounting together to the fmn of 993,769/, ()s, 2 {d. having 
been applied towarils making good deliciencics of the general 
fund, and other funds, ellablithed before the 251!! day of De*- 
cember, ^716, ought to be dillinguilhed from the national debt 
incurred fincc that lime; ^ 

As likewife the fum of 328,673/. 4^. i}d, another part of 
the faid new-contraded debts, winch was occafioned by (lock 
created tor fo much of llic money to be advanced by tiie South 
Sea Company, upon the enlargement of their capital Hock by 
the fubferiptiou of lire tickets in the lottery 1 7 iO, purfuant 
to an ad of the fifth ye ir of the reign of your Majclly’s late 
royal father, as was paid into ihc exeiKKjuer, and, us the fame 
was applied to the ufes of the (inking fund, and no part of it to 
any other |'.ul>lic I'erviccs, this fum ouglit alfo to be dillin- 
guidied from tlie red of the debts contraded fincc the cllablifli- 
incnt of the finking tuiid; wi.ich tliree fums, making together 
the fum of i,322,442.M i is, and being dediidcd out of the 
fajd fum of 3,927,988/. Js. i-^d, the remaining fum of 
2,605,543/. 165. cp/, is the w'hole national ’ebt, that has been 
contraded or incurred, for anfwering or defraying the annual 
charges and expenfes of the public for the current fervice of tho 
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fevcral years fince the 25tTiday of December, 1716, including 
therein the whole debt of the navy, as it fUnxiiMi ihe 311!: day ol: 
December, 1727. r 

And further, to obviate any ohjcvflions that may be made to 
the {fating ot the account of national debts coniracHed and in- 
curred fince the ot Deceiiiber, 1716, and lliil rtd)(i(iin«^, 
it is' proper to obfeivc, that no notice is taken therein of the 
debts, by loans, or exchequer bills, on the annual land taxes, 
or malt •duties; becaufe, a^ thofc loans, or bills, are weekly 
difchargeil out of the produce of thofc taxes, and as often as any 
deficiencies happen thereon, they as uell^as the deficiencies of 
grants, are not fuffencl to remain as debts, but ar^ conifandy, 
from year to year, difeharged, by being made part of the fiip- 
plies graifted tor the current fervicc of the fttbrequent years; 
and accordingly, proviiion has been aboady made for fnch of 
them as can be anyways afcertainc I, otit t>f the fupplics for the 
fcrvice of the year 17 28 ; therefore they were not proper to be 
brought into thi*i account. . • 

Having thus huMbly rcjjrcfertcd to your Majcfly the true 
flatc of the dccreafc of the nadon.d di bts lince the 2sth day of 
December, 1716, a!i.d die effabi.fhmcnt of the finkiitg fund, 
with the cccalious ard fer’ ices for v. iij^ h the fevera! new debts 
have been inctirrcd, \vc brg leave, [)y this our Innv.blc repre- 
fentation, to lay before your M.tjdtv tlic circmnifanccs this 
nation is in, with regard to flie tjational debt, before tljc 
eflablifhmcnt of the finking fund, and what happy confequcnccs 
have arifen from the cfiablifhmciit thereof. 

At the acceflion of your Majidl\ *s laic royal father to the 
throne of thefe realms, a great part <jf the public debts confifted . 
of abroliite annuities, granted for very long terms of years, 
which were only to be dift:hargcd by the wearing out of thofc 
terms; other great parts thereof were the capital (locks of the 
Bank, the South Sea and India companies, at very high inlereft ; 
other debts were charged upon particular funds, appropriated 
to pay off and difeharge the principal monies, witii intereft, at 
very high rates, in courfc, to multitudes of people both at 
home and abroad ; other great pans thereof were in exchequer 
bills, circulated and exchanged at very high rates foi intereft, 
premium, and charges; and the debts of the army, which 
were very confiderable, were not then liquidated, nor had any 
provifion at all then been made for the difeharge of them : be- 
fides this, the funds themf Ives, appropriated for thefe debts^ 
w'cre mod of them deficient ; fo that, if thefe debts had been 
fuffered to continue in this ftate, f<i far would they have beeli 
from being leifened to any degree, that new burthens muft haxo 
be^n laid on the nation, fur fecuring the debts unprovided for.} 
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Soon after bis late MajcHy’s acceflron, an unnatural rebellion 
broke out, di-iinc which, not only all thoughts for any incrhod 
for the rnorc fpcely payment of ur debts were of necelfity fuf- 
pencled, but new ami heavy dvbts were conlrafled; and, in ihc 
year annuities, ai five^petmds percent, redeemable by 

Failiamcnt, were fold for 1,079,000/. befides a conlideiable 
addition 10 the capital ftock of the South Sea corTpanv 

liut no fooner was that icbellion defeated, ard th' >ears of 
the people removed, but the Parliament immediately ^began to 
fet about the great work of piuti/ig the national debt in a me- 
thod of being fooner^<Ji (charged with honour and jullice; and, 
in the year 1717, the foundation w’^as laid, by eilablifhiiig the 
finking fund; the coufeqiiences and advantages whereof will 
bell appear, by conlidcring what it is, and by whai means it 
was perte<^fed. 

The only methods that could be thought of for paying off the 
national debts, niiift be, either by improving and augmenting 
the produce of the^funds, .already fettled for tho payment of the 
principal and inti reft, or by granting new taxes and impolitions 
Upon the people, or by a rcdui^ion of the intereft made payable 
on the fsveral debts; and,*'as the firft method would have been 
found not fufficient to apf^vver this deniable end, and the fecond 
would have been very grievous and burtheiifome totlie people, 
the principal method that was then thought expedient, and 
nioll free from obje£lions, wav; to reduce the high intcrell, and 
other charges, payable on all the public debts: but as great 
part of thofe debts were not fubjed to any powder of redemp- 
tion, and as none of them were redeemable, but on payment of 
the principal money, it maniftftly appeared, that fuch a re- 
dtiftion could never be made, without the voluntary confent of 
the proprietors of fuch as were irredeemable, or a legal tender 
to the. others of their principal money; both which feemed at 
that time almoft impraflicable ; but, by an extraordinary zeal 
and application to the publick fervice, this difficulty was fur- 
mounted, with refped to the whole of the debts that were then 
redeemable, by procuring, not only the voluntary cortfent of 
the South Sea company to the rediuSion of the intereft on their 
whole capital ftock, then conliiling of ten millions, from 6/. 
to 5/, per cent*, and of the Bank to a like redniSlion on an an- 
nuity, then payable to them in refpeft of a fum of upwards of 
1,77^,000/. and to a great abatement in their allowances for 
circulating exchequer^ bills, then amounting to more than 
4,500,000/, at an annual charge of above 7/. percent, but alfo 
tar engaging thofe corporations to furntih fufficient fums for 
pjiyingthe principal money to fuch of the proprietors of other 
^tdccinable debta, amounting to more than 9,000,000 as woyld 
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not voluntarily chufe to accept an intereft at 5/. pef cent, fof 
the future, ^ 

This provifion being made, the aft palft^ in tlic third year 
of his late Majefty*s reign, for ellabliihmg the general fund; 
whereby the proprietors ot certain debts therein mentioned, all 
carrying an interelt at 6/. per cent, had their free elcftion, either 
to accept an intcrefl at 5/. per cent, per annum, or to receive 
their principal money; and fo general was the fatisfaftion of 
all the jiroprictors, tliat few and very inconlldcrable fums were 
demanded to be paid off*; ^ut the principal Aims, th. at were 
voluntarily reduced to 5/. percent, ain^imted to 9,392,3x1/. 
41. 2\d. or thereabouts ; and, py this method, more than 
25,5co,(3oo/. was at once voluntarily reduced from 6l, percent. 
or upwawls, to 5/. per cent, which was an annual faving of 
above 320,000/. 

By the fame aft, not only the furplus of this general fund, 
but the furplulTes of feveral other tund>, vv' re appropriated to 
the difeharge oi nuthuial dcbis cont/adtedi^efore the 2 jth of 
December, 1716: and this was the beginning and clhibliihmcnt 
of the linking fund. 

From this happy event arofe Aiclf general fatisfaftion in all 
degrees 01 people, that, though the iutcrcA of tlie public debts 
was redu’ced, and the proprietors received a lefs income from 
them than before, yet their fecuiiiy lor tlicir capital being fo 
much mended, the rale or piics for the pnrcliafc of tlicfe debts 
foon advanced to a much higher value ♦han they were at before 
the red lift ion, and it was cafy to foresee, that, in procefs of 
time, a further reduftion might have been made by the fame 
juft and honourable ineihods, without any extraordinary 
vantages to be granted for the eftefting it. 

Had this method (begisn and executed fo fuccefsfully, and 
with fuch fatisfaftion) been further purfued, and without in- 
terruption, the dangerous and mifehievous part of the late 
South Sea fcheme might have been avoided; and yet the fur-^ 
ther reduftion of intcreii n.ight have been obtained, and taken 
place, much fooner than it has done by the executi >u of that 
fcheme. * 

But now, at length, not only the reduftion from 5/. to 4/* 
per cent, fettled by the South Sea aft, has taken place, but a 
voluntary reduftion hath alfo been made by the Bank of Eng- 
land, from 5/. to 4/. per cent, iiitercit or annuities, 
principal fums belonging to them, amounting together to up- 
wards of 3>775,ooo/.; and, by thefc fcieral reduftion^ a fur- 
ther addition is made to the finking fund, of more th^n 
377,000/. per annuntf from Midfumm^'r lall: by all thsfc 
means; and by the favings of intereft of the debts^ that ha|fi 
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been already difcharge^, and by feveral wife provifions for the 
improvement qf the funds thcmfclves, this finking fund is lifen 
to, and maybe rej^oikably eftimated at 1,200,000/. fer amrum^ 
or thereabouts \ and will be every year increafing from the fur- 
ther favings of ilie intciell of the remaining debts, from time to 
time, as they (hall be paid off. 

But, if any thing were further nccefi'ary to demonftrale the 
immediate and certain advantage'' tliat have acciued to the pub- 
lic from the methods iifcd and cltablilhed to difeharge^the na- 
tional debts, it is fufficient only 16 relied, that the intereft of 
the greatcfl part, of the debt being novv adually reduced from 
6 /. to 4/. per cent, makes a f^ving of one third of the intereft 
offuchdebt; which, being in the hands and poHeffi(*n of the 
government, and applicable, from time to time, to the .difcharge 
of the principal, makes a gain and profit to the public equal 
to the difeharge of one third of fuch principal. 

And, if the amount of the produce of the finking fund did 
apptar originally H) be a^out 400,000/. per annum only, the 
produce of the faid fund being now raifed to about 1,200,000/. 
^er annum^ the addition of 800,000?. per annum to the finking 
fund, which is juft fo muclj gained by the public, if valued at 
^ twenty-five years piirchalp, at which rate all annuities are now 
currently fold, makes a real profit to the public, ainoiinting to 
twenty millions. 

This is the happy ftate of tha finking fund, taken feparalely 
Mdby itfclf; but, if we caft our eyes upon the ftate of our 
jpublic credit in general, it muft be an additional falisfaftion to 
us, that, by preferving the public faith inviolable, by the dif- 
eharge of the old exchequer bills, and the reduftion of the high 
intereft on all our ftanding debts, the whole credit 'that is taken 
on the annual funds, for carrying on the current fcrvice of the 
year, is, and may be fupplied for the future at 3/, per cent, or 
.lefs, for intereft, premium, and charges, by exchequer bills, 
created juft as the occafions of tl!e public require, without any 
loans, or being obliged to any perfons for money to be advanced, 
or lent, on the credit of them; and fo far is the public from 
being under the former necc{fi;ics of allowing extravagant in- 
tereft, premiums, or difcour.ts, for any money they want, 
that the only contelt now among the creditors of the public 
Sr, that every one of them dcfires to be the laft in courfe of 
poyment. 

Permit us then, moft gracious fovereign, to congratulate 
your M^jefty-on the cofmfortable profpeil wc have now before 
iis| if, notwithilanding the many difficulties this nation has la- 
bored under fince the happy acceftion of )our Majefty's late 
'wal father to the throne, notwithilanding the unnatural re- 
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bcllion, which foon after broke out, and^lic many heinous plots 
and confpii*.... wliicli have liiicc been fonned and cjriit .I on, 
for ovcruiiniiu; the reli^icjiiaud libi-rtic.s of o«r cf.untiy, and the 
prolcltani fuccelfon in your ir. nit iilii.liionf laniily, the many 
diiturbances v nich !■ >vc urifen, aral the ii. -.certain ai/l embroiled 
condition oi tia aH'j.ij. oi Kurofe, not a little fomented and en- 
couraged by the talfe inlelli* ei.ee, ar.il malicious iid niiationf-, 
which have been indniti »f)uily fpread abroad by your Maj tty’s 
and our^ eneiiML ot ilic up.eaf) aiul per|>Ie.\ d ilate of oiir af- 
fairs at home, as it that hikd renthicd ii almoi' impolliblc for 
this naiitin ciFedually to excit tlicmfelvcs in iletence of their 
own jiiii lights and polfeliitMts, and foryellabli and fe- 
curipg tki: puiilic peace and tinupiilhiy; il, iu.»t ‘..illiltanding 
thi fe and ir.ai'.) other diillcultios, whieh we labom nnd r, and 
wliile the linking lund wa.s yet in itsinlancv, and fo mm it lefs 
than it now is, wc have been able to dmiiniih the iiational 
deb;^' fo miicli alieady, what mav we* not h'»pe for in I'.gard to 
a HKMC fpeedy r.ml feni!b!c difebarge oi tln*!n for the foMire, 
now Tl;e linking lund is fo giea ly *increa^.d, and our public 
cyedir in lb fiourilhiiig aeemditionr 

1 he rmidting and portending thk? great work feems to be a 
pccnliar glory rcfcrvcd lor your ^^ajc^ly^s reign. From yi/ur 
knovvii giioduefs and wiflom, tite j^e eni age nu^y promife 
ihcmrdvt s the certain and immeuia e benent ol youi rvlajelty's 
particular regard to the public credit, and yonr imiverlal care 
and concern lor the cafe ami happinefs of your people, which 
our latcll pollcrity mult remember and acknowledge with duly 
and gratitude. 


His ATajrJly s^njivcr^ A^ril II, 1728, 

Gentlemen, 

T CANNOd^ but be very well pleafed with this reprefenta- 
tion, which mull give general fad'fadion to all my people, 
by removing thole groundlefs jealoulies atul apprch jiilions, 
which have been propagated and difperfej throughout the 
kingdom. 

The happy effects of the flourifhing ftate of the public credit 
are too fcnlibly felt and feen, not to be confelFed and acknow- 
ledged by evc/y body : 

And the provifion made for gradually difeharging the national 
debt, is now become fo certain and considerable, that nothing, 
blit fome un fore feen event, can alter or diiilinilli it; which 
gives us tlie faireft profped of feeing the old debts difeharg^j 
without any neccllity of'iiicurring ncw.oncs: I 

VoL. I. Q_q AW 
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And yon may be alTurcd, that it fliall be my particular care 
and lUidy to mainlaia and preferve the public credit, to im- 
prove the linking i^nd, and to avoid all occalions of laying any 
new burthens upon my people. 

Mcfjcf^c from bis MajcJly io the Houfc of Commons^ May 6, 1728. 

Gf.()kgk Ufx. , 

• 

T^IS rvl.ij('jly bting under fome engagements, entered to and 
i onci iicd w i:h i^e advice aiid concurrence of the hilt Par- 
li.nnfiu, lecuring tlV- trade aiv! navigation of this kingdom, 
:iiul tor Yi lloii ig and prchiving the pcracc of Kiii’ope ;*and hav- 
ing hi i-n cnaLlv'i to anlV.t r and defray tlic charge and* cxpciifes 
tiurto!, lar as they hate hit’jcito become due and payable; 
and lln IV ininti iiiii wai.lii'.ga iiini, not very cor.fidciahlc, to 
])tilrct and liiilii liu ll obhgatit'iis; his PvTajcfly, relying upon 
ihf dnty and afrt Aion of. his Common^, liopas they will en- 
able bin. to difehurg'? hu h cngagcmciits, as dill remain unfaii.s- 
Ired upon this ncad of favice. 

His Atajifys mof gtaciors Speech^ May 28, 1728. 

My Lord^and Gentlemen, j 

K diljiatch ytm have given to the public bufinefs, and the 
advanml fealon of the )ear, make it proper for me to put 
an end to tiiis k llion of Parliament. 

l ive /cal and unanimity which you have fliewn in all your 
proceedings, with regard to the true iiitcrell of your country, 
and in Itijiport of lire common caufc;^‘ have fully anfw^ered my 
cxpcdations, and will, I am perfuaded, give general falisfac- 
tion here at hon-e, and cannot fail of having tlicirdue weight 
and inliuenci abicud. 

I expedl vuy loon to hear, that the congrefs is opened, the 
preliminary articles having laid fo good a foundation tor a ge- 
nera! pvciheation. I hope all parlies will bring with them fuch 
favc'orablc dilpofiti )ns ior fininiiiigand perfecting this dcfirable 
work, il'.at we lliall foon fee a happy conclufion of this im- 
portant tranlai.^>ion, with that fatisfaclion to me and my 
allies, which may renforvably be expected from the juflicc of 
our caiife, and the mutual confidence which is cdablilhcd 
among us. “ 
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Gentlemen of the Honfe of Common?, 

I return you my thanks for the cifcchial fnjlplics you have 
raifed for the fcrvice of the year. The pnulint application you 
have made of the produce of the finking fund, will contribute 
to the fupport of the public egedit; ami the power you have 
given me of borrowing live hundred thoufand pounds, for the 
difeharge of the fcanicifs wages, will meet wdtii univerfal ap- 
probation. 

• • 

My Lords and GcnilciT^cn, 

It is unncceifary for me to rccomm^lKl, in any particular 
manner, Jlo your care, the prcfer^lion of the public peace in 
your fcvcral ftations and coiinlrics. Your own inclinations 
will naturally lead you, by a due execution of the lav^^s•, and a 
taithfid adminidration ol juflicc, to promote upon all occafioiis 
the welfare and profperity of my people. 


And afterwards the Lord Chancellor, by his Majcfly’s com- 
mand, faicL 


I 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

7T is his Majedy’s royal will and pleafnre, that this Par- 
liament be prorogued toThurfday, the eighth day of Augull 
next, to be then here held ; andthis Parliament is accordingly 
prorogued toThurfday tlic eighth day ot Augud next. 


J 7 /S AlajiJly s mofi grac'.ous Spcechy ''January 21, 1729. 

My Lords and Gentlcnfbn, 

T AM fcnfiblc you arc met together in cxpcclalioM of being 
informed of the prefent filuation of public affairs, and of 
receiving that fatisfadidn, which the expenfes already made, 
and the apprehcnlion of their being continued for fomc long r 
time, make it jud and rcafonable for you to d^dire. 

I'lic execution of the preliminary articles, a.ul the opening 
the coiigrefs at Soiifons, laid a foundation for yon to enrertaui 
hopes of feeing very foon the happy fruits and cdf; rt.s ot a ge- 
neral pacilication. 

But the various and extenfivc view's Avhich f J1 under corifi- 
dcration, in fettling and reconciling the jiilfeient iutertlls and 
pretenfions of fo many different powers, appean d t ) l:e a work 
of fo much lime and difficulty, that the pioject of a provifion;! 
treaty was thought of, as a proper cxpcditiu ; which bcinl 

Ou 2 
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concerted and negotiated among the minifters of the principal 
powers, parties to the treaties of Hanover and Vienna, was 
approved of by and my allies, not uithout reafonablc 
hopes of the concurrence of the In. perial court, and the court 
of Madrid. , 

But no definitive anfwer bidngyct returned by eiilier of them, 
nor the projedl of the piovilional treaty either accepted or re- 
jefied, the fate of Kiiropc is ildl held in fufpenfe, labouring 
under difiiciiltics that unavoidably atlcii'l fuch a doubtful and 
umieicrnjined ctindiiinn. 

It is v\iih no fmali concern, that I am agrdn obliged to fpeak 
to my Parliament iit this date oi unoertainiy ; nor am I infen- 
libU of the bunleris which my fnbjeds bear, and that, in our 
prefent circuinltanccs, fome may be induced to tliink, that an 
a£lual war is preferable to Inch a tionbu'iil and imperfeft peace ; 
but, as the exchange is cafy to be made at any lime, and as 1 
am confident I (hall not be thought backward in doing myfclt 
and the nation jililioe, vdien a proper o'xafittn calls upon me 
for it, 1 hope you will believe, tl;n a juft regard for the cafe 
and intcMcft of my people alone prevailed upon me, rather to 
fulicr fome temporary iiu mveniencics, with the daily profpc£l 
of obtaining a fafe and hofomahle peace, than loo precipitately* 
to kindle aw'ar in Europe, and to plunge the nation into ftill 
greater and unknowm ex penfes* Juit, how difagrccablc foever 
thefc delays may be, nothing is more unjull, tl.an to impute 
them to my conduct, or to that of niy allies. No ciideavours 
indeed have been wanting, to feparalc and dillolve the happy 
union that is eilahlillied among us ; but long experience, and 
repe aled proofs of inutuai fidelity, have I'o ifrengthencd and 
cemctiied this alliance, founded upon and united by common 
iniv.red that all attempts to weaken it, or to create jealoulics 
and ditiidence among us, have proved as vain and fruitlefs, as 
the inlinuaiions to the contrary aicfalfc and groundlefs. 

It Avill, ncM'itheleis, he incumbent upon us to bring this 
important tranfaclicn to a fpeedy and certain decifion, that, if 
a conclnfion can be pm to a, confiftcnt with the fecurityand 
preft Tvation of the rights, privileges, and poirdlions of Circat 
Britain and my allies, the bleilings of peace may be difFufed 
throughout Europe, and my kingdoms again enjoy the happy 
cfFe£ls of a fettletl tranquillity; or, if this cannot be liad, that 
the allies may unite wiih vigour and refolution, and exert them- 
felvcs in pr^ airing that juftice and fatisfaftion, which has been 
folong delayed. If fhis flioulJ unavoidably be the cafe, I de- 

| >end upon the 7 ,eal and afteition of this Pailiament, that they 
vill cheerfully and eftedlually fupport me in carrying on a juil 
ind necclfary war. 
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Gentlemen of the llonie of Comni^iii., 

I wifhcrl and truly hoped lo have fccn llic public expen 
very muclt reduced and Icifeiied befoie thislime; but the pre- 
fc!U circiiinflaiH'cs of afbiiis ohliire me ioauv of you fuch fup- 
pliCi as lh:dl be iicccifeiy t anfv cring and dcfrayin^^ the 
charge fcrvices of the cnfi-iing yeer, and for enabling me, 
as evc'irs ir iv rei|'!ire, toaw*l with vig.air, and in conccrl ..itli 
my allies, who hav». refolved to make the fame preparations, 
and t(> k^'cp on fo<a all they* extraordinary forces. I w.ll order 
the pi^pcr cilimates to be i iimediatcly pupared and laid before 
you, and, as the produce of the finkiiig fund has exceeded our 
cxjK clations, I ninit recommend iu-fc) your care, lo make a 
tnriher application ot it to its proper ufes. 

• 

My Lords and (jcntlcmcn, 

It c.innot be experted that 1 *fliould enter into the fcvcral 
caufes and motives, which may have occationed the prefent de- 
lays ill the coniis of Vi»‘nna and Madrid; byt if, among other 
tfons, lu',pej:, given from lienee, ot creating difconlents and 
JfiociS among my fiibjedls, ai.d a profped: o! feeing dilficul- 
tie^ arij’o nX home, Iiave gieatlv en^niragcd them in their dila- 
tory proceedings, I am perfuadcci that your known afretiioii 
to liie, and a ju.L legard for your (fwn honour, and the infcreit 
and fccurity of the nation, will dcteimine you CiF' diinlly to 
clifeournge the unnatural and ii^urioiis practices of foine few, 
wlio fuggeil the means of diftreffing their country, and after- 
wards clamour at the iiiconvenienclcs which they thcnifclvcs 
have occa Honed. It is more tiian probable, that foaign courts 

wait now for the refult ol your deliberations; and, as you may 
depend upon my coiiftaiicy and fteadinefs, that no wicked and 
groundlcfs fuggelbons lyr infiimations fhall make me depart 
from my prefent purpofes, fo I entirely rely upon your wifdom 
and unanimity, to convince the world, that fuch pernicious 
dcfigns and intrigues fhall not alter that afFeftion, harmony, 
and good underftanding, which has hitherto fubfifted, and 1 
hope will always fubfili, between me and my Parliament. 


Mdrefs hy the Houfe of Commons^ fanuary 22, 1729- 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, iri Parliament aflembled, 
beg leave humbly to return our fincere and unfeigned thanks 
for your Majefty’s moft gracious fpccch from the throne. 
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We congratulate your Majclly upon the fate arrival of his 
royal liighnefsHlic Prince of Wales, fo irjiicli to the joy and fa- 
lisfa^lion of you rjVI:! je lly, and all your people. 

We arc not infriuiblc of the varion.. and extenfive views, 
W'hich niiul naturally ar’-fe in [culing and icconciling the dif- 
ferent intcrclls and p.etenlions of fo many different powers, 
parties to the treaties of IJanover and Vienna; and we acknow- 
ledge, with the iiimoil gratitude, your Majcfly's great wifdom 
and prudence, in avoiding, as far ai> was poUiblc, all occailons 
of difiicuhics and delays, by conceriing llie mod expeditious 
methods of conel!idii>^ ‘aith honour and jultice the negotiations 
depending at Sollluns. 

We have the liappinefs to tec your Majefty indefatigable in 
tlie pnifnils of the intercOs of your people, accommodating and 
compoling the public differences, declining the temptation of 
military glory, and chilling rather to fccurc to your fiibjc6ls 
their jidl rights and poll'cliions by the milder arts of moderation 
and forbearance, ?han to plunge the nation unncceffarily intf> 
infinite and unknown expenfes. 

But your taitlifu! Comnious arc fo fully convinced that your 
own honour, and the honi>:jr of your kingdoms, arc confidera- 
tions lo dear to your l^lajceily, and fo infeparablc from your 
royal mind, that we can, with the grcatell confidence imagin- 
able, entirely rely upon your Majelly’s undoubted valour and 
refolution, to do yourfcif anl^ the nation jullicc, whenever a 
j)r()|K'r t)Ccation calls upon you for it; and we cannot in tiic 
lealt doubt, from your Majelfy's conllant and due regard t(> the 
rights, piivlleges, and iuterelts of your people, but that your 
princely care will c(|ually extend itfelf to the feciiring our com- 
merce, and obralniiig a juft fatisfai^tion for the many and great 
lodes fiillained by your trading fubje6is. 

J'he nuiiual harmony and fideliiy, fo firmly eflablidicd and 
fnbiifting between y»)nr rvlajcily and yonr allies, cannot fail lo 
create in your C’oin rions the hlgheft fatisfadion ; and it is with 
pleafure we oblervc, that all endeavours and attempts to feparate 
and dillblvc this happy union, of fuch confequence to your 
kingdom*;, and lo clfential to the prefeiving the peace and tran- 
quillity of Europe, have proved vain and unfuccersfui. 

We beg leave lo alfu re your Majefty that we will, with the 
grealeft clieeifulucfs, laife llie fupplics iicccirarv for anfwxring 
and defraying die charges and expenfes of the enfuing year, 
andw'ill not fail to make the proper difpofition of the growing 
produce cf tl’.e linkiifg fund; and if, after all your Majefty’t 
yitvcaricd endeavours to proenre a fafe and honourable peace, 
‘impturcftioiild become unavoidable, your Majefty may depend 
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j/bn the zeal and afFe£lion of this Hoiifc cHctJltially to fiipport 
jour M-ijcdy in carrjing on a juft and nccclfary war, and cn- 
able you to dtl with vigour, in coujuiicliou wit!/ your allies, as 
future events, and the circuinlhinces of fjublic affairs, may 
require. 

And, as nothing can be more injurious to your Majclly’s 
honour, and the intercil and reputation of your p('oj)lc, than 
t!ic vile and deieltable pra(::Mas of thol'c, who, by giving hopes 
of difconlcnls, diiifions, and ditliciiliics, arifmg licrc at home, 
encourage the dilato* y pnV-cdiiigs that have hitherto retarded 
the conclufion of this important tranfa.'.lion ^ wc look with the 
utinoft abhorrence upon the authors aiuj Lontrivers of fuch bafe 
and unnatural artifices, who ftigtf 4*tfthc means of diftrcHing 
their country, and clamour at the inconvenicncies which they 
thcmfelvcs have occniioned. This makes it higiily incumbent 
upon us to give your Majeffy the mofl unfeigned affurance, that 
this houfc will, by an unliiakcn duty and afte^lion to your 
Majcfly, and by a Heady perfeverance in fu jiport of your go- 
verumeut, convince the world, that no filfc and groiindlcfs 
iniinnations, no wicked •dcbgns and iiurigues whalfoevcr, 
iliall be able to alter or dnniuilh that luirmony and good undcr- 
llanding between your MajcHy Jul your Parliament, which 
our inclination, duty, and intcrefl, •all upon us inviolably to 
prefer VC. 

His Altijijlys JnJwerj "January 24, 1 7 29. 

Gentlemen, 

T THANK you for this very dutiful and afFc£fionatc addrefs, 
■*' and for the alfurances you have given me, of your concur- 
rence and fupport in m|^ prefent engagements. You may de- 
pend upon it, that the honour and intereflof my people lliall be 
my principal care and concerxi in all events. 


Joint Addrefs by both Hsufes^ Alarchml^^ 1729 * 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

your Majedy’s mofl dutiful and biyal fubjefts, the 
Lords fpi ritual and temporal, and Commons, in Par- 
liament aflcmbled, have, upon mature deliberation, come to 
the following rcfolution, which we humbly beg leave to lay be- 
fore your Majefty, viz. ^ 

Refolved, by the Lords fpiritual arid temporal, and Com- 
mons, in Parliament affemblcd, that they do entirely rely u Jon 
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Iiis Majcfty, that he wll, for the maintaining the honour ahd 
feci : ring ilie of this kingdom, take tTn i 3 nal care 'n the 
prefent treaty, to jirefervx* his undoubted right to Gibrailar, 
and the idand oi Minorca. 


Ills A'Jiijcfly s Anfwety Alarch 26, 1729. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T THANK yon for the confidence yon repofc in me. , I will 
take effediial care, as I have hithcito done, to fecure my 
undoubted right to Gilh \\tiiv, and tlic ifland of Minorca, 


Alejjagc from his AlajrJlyj May 12, 1729. 

Gf.orgr Rrx.. 

TTIS Majclly ihiftks fit .to acquaint this Iloufe, that he in- 
tends, ior divers u eighty and jmport.int jeafons, fpccdil} 
to vifit his dominit)ns in (Germany, and to appoint his dearefl 
confort, the (^lecii, jegdjt of this kingdom, during his Ma- 
jelh s abfcncc. ^ 


^llis A'lajiJIys inojl pocioUs Speech ^ A lay 14, 1729. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

leafon e,f the year, and the difpatch yon have given to 
the public bulinefs, make it proper for me to put an end 
to this fcHion of Parliament ; which 1 cannot do, v\ithoiit ex- 
prciling my laiistaclion at the juft^regard you have Ihcwn, 
upon all occaiioiis, to iiiy honour, and to the true inicrelt of 
my people. 

The prudence and temper with which you have proceeded 
at this critical conjundurc, have been very acceptable to me, 
and cannot fail of meeting with gcncial approbation. Your 
feveral detcrmina\ions upon matters of the greateft nicety and 
importance, have (hewn you not infenfible of the difficulties 
we labour under, without fuffering yourfclvcs to be tranfported 
and carried into any unfeafonable warmths and animofities. 
You have confidered the loifcs of our merchants with a be- 
coming companion and concern, and received their complaints 
in fuch a manner, as ^ill bell conduce to the obtaining them 
jufticc and fatisfaciion ^ and you may be aiTured, no endeavours 
ftidl be wanting on my part, to anfwcr the expeftations and 
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Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

The fupplies which you have granted me, ani fo efFeflually 
ralfed, in a nianiicr the Icafl biirthenfoine li^my fiibicds, arc a 
new proof of your zeal, affedion, and rcadincfs to fiipport me 
in the defence and protedion yf the rights and privileges of 
my kingdom. It is a great fiitisfadion to me to obferve, that 
you have been thus able to fnpply the nccelfar) iliargcs and 
expenfes that have unavoidably been hrouglit and continued 
upon iis« and, at the famc^mc, to make a further progrefs in 
Icircning and reducing the national debt. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have already acquainted '^ir',**lhdt, it being ncceirary for 
me tt) vifit my (ierman dominions this }ear, I have determined 
to make the Q^Jten regent h.ere, during my ahfcnce ; and 1 
mult in a particular manrer recommend it to you all, to make 
her adminil'iration as eal'y as jmlFible, by picl'crving the peace 
and quiet ot t!»e kingdom in your feveraU Itaiions and coun- 
tries, and by cndcavoui ing to uilcomitcnance, and rcltrain, the 
\ile and feditious practices of railing iinjult clamours, and 
4Teating difeontents in the minds my people. 

And afterwards the Lord Ch.yicellor, by his Majclly’s com- 
maiid, laid, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is his Majelly’s royal will anJ pleafurc, that this Parlia- 

incut be prorogued to Tuefday, the two and twentieth day 
of July next, to be then here held ; an^l this Parliament is ac- 
cordingly prorogued to I'ucfday, the two and twcntictli day of 
July next. 


His Maje/lfs mojl gracious Speech^ January 13, 1730. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, ^ 

JT is with great fatisfaflion I acquaint you, that wc have at 
length extricated ourfclvcs from the many difficulties and 
inconvenieiicies that attended the uncertain itatc of affairs in 
Europe, by having concluded an abfolatc peace w^ith the crown 
of Spain. 

This negotiation hath been carried on, and finiflied, with a 
perledl union, harmony, and fidclitJ between me and my 

allies, with no other view, but to prevent the miferies and ijpn* 
• • 
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as hard to know ihc cRd, as to determine the fuccefs erf frtch 
a fatal event. , 

As this alliance is built upon the foundation, and is agreeable 
to the purpojt arifl intentions of former treaties, without any 
alterations in the principal aiiiclcs, but fuch as tend to render 
more tffe£lual what the conlrSdiing powers in the 'quadruple 
alliance were before nigagcJ to fee pci formed, it is very julUy 
to be prefumed, that, irom this happy beginning, the great 
work of a general pacification v^ ill foon he perlect and com- 
plete. 

But if, contiary ic expeflation, and in refentment of the 
prefent engagement'^, yqij new troubles, although with little 
profpccl of I^ICcef^, lliouid 1: *aifcd in Euiope, to oppofe, or 
ciifappoinl, tlie excculion ofiiicm, I am confident, I, lhall not 
want the fiipport ami aiiiuance of my Parliament in fo juft a 
caufe, whicli inih the joint c(>ncurrence of fo many corJidcr- 
ablc powers lor the honour and endir of the prefent meafurcs, 
and their united ftj^ength in inainleiiancc of our mutual ftipu- 
lations. 

In the mean time, I can alfiir^ you, that I have made it 
rruy firft c.iro to confuli c immediate inlercfts of thefe my 
kingdoms, preferable to ly other confideration, and at the 
hazard of all other evcc.fs. 

All tnrmcr treaties and conventions marie with Spain, in 
favour of our tiadc and naviga.von, arc renewed and confirmed j 
not only a free and uninterrupted cxcrcife of our commerce 
for the future is reftored, but jui'f and ample rcftitutioii and re- 
paration for unlauful feizures and depredations arc cxpicfsly 
itipulaled and agreed to ; in general, all rights, privileges, and 
polfeilions, in any manner belonging to me, and my allies, are 
folemnly re-efiablinieri, confirmed, ^nd guaranteed, and not 
one conctftion is made to the prejudice of me, or my fub- 
jefls. 

By this means a foimriaiion is laid for removing all former 
animofities and uiiiuruierirandiiigs bettvecn the kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Spain ; and ii is not at all to he doubted, 
but that, by a l.uKhlii! •‘\ccuiiuu (»i o’lr reciprocal engagements, 
a perfedl frieiidlhip betwixt the two nations, united by the 
common ties of mutual iut itil, may bo more lliongly clla- 
blilhed and cemented than ever. 

And, that my fubjects migiit reap the cailieft fruits of this 
advantageous peace, 1 gave oi dors for ih.e immediate rcdiicfion 
of a great number. of my land forces, and for la}mgup, and 
difeharging a great par^f my fleet. 
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f Gentlemen of the Houfe of Cummins, 

’This will make a connderable faving in the expenfe of the 
current year ; and, I hope, it will give a g^ieral fatisfa^lion to 
tny people, as it is a mod: fenfiblc pleafure to me. The proper 
edimutes fliall be laid before you ; and I make no doubt but 
you wTn "^rant me the necclfary fnpplic.-*, and enable me to 
make good my engagements with my allies in fiieh manner as 
fliall be mod tfleduai lor tlie pnbiic fervice, and ir.od cafy to 
your feWow fu butyls. ^ 

You will fee, by the aoc omits that will be laid before you, 
the dale, proiluce, aiul aj>plieation of the finking fund, as far 
as hath been hitherto diixdcd by .ici-Oi rarliameiU \ and you 
will not Y.dl to raki; ^:'ro your'*‘Coh*!id. rati(jn the fiirtlierdifpo- 
fiti(jn of ^he growmg ivT'Kiiice. ^'ou are tlu‘ bed judges whe- 
ther the ciivnmdanci ^ ilie linking lund, and of the national 
debt, will, as yet, a Inm ut giving any cafe where the duties 
are moft grievous. I lia\e tlic *'ie:ileil regiid for the (inking 
fund; and I hfok with compailioii upon tile luircllhips of the 
poor ariifivxrs and inaniuaclurcs : 1 leave it to your determi- 
iivuiun, what may rcafonuhly, and with due caution, be done 
upon tills critical conlidcratiuri. I 

My Lords and Cienilcmcn, i • 

That we may rccci\c the nati/al advantages of our prefent 
fituation, I mud, in the dion!|td manner, recommend to you 
a perfett unanimity among yourfelves, fueli as may entirely 
defeat the hopes ot our enemies, both at home and abroad. 
The groundlef’s inlinuatioii*^, cavils, and clamours or fume (evv 
ill-dcligning per Tons, to (hake the (leadinelk of thole powers 
w^ho arc already my allies, or lv> hinder others from becoming 
fo, will by your unai^mily be rendered inelieclual ; and, I 
deiire, that the affeftifiiis at: my people may !)•; the llrenglh of 
my government, as their interc(t hath always been the rule of 
my adions, and the objed of my vvi(he>. 


Jddrefs hy the Houfe of Commons to his A^ajtJly^ ^73^* 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

TTrrli, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal futijeds, the 
^ Commons of Great Lriiain, in Parliament aifembled, 
return your Majcfty our rnoft humble tbanks fur your molt 
gracious fpcech from the throne. k 

We cannot omit taking this lirft oiyortuiiiLy to congratulate 
]^ur Majefty upon your happy retiirn into thel'e kiiiaHnmc 
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yotir Majcdy’s abfcncc, by the Qijeen, your royal conftM, 
rilling i»y yoyr autl'.ority, and g(jvcriiirig by your cxairipe, 
could alone compenlatc lor the want of your royal prcfci ce, 
and aiifpicious inmu nce aniong ns. 

The wcl oine n< ws of your Majefty’s baling concluded .an 
abfohite peace wnh the crowS oi Spain, cilcded b^'a^erfe^t 
union, liarmony, and fideli-y between your ]\i:‘jclly and yi)'ir 
allies, filled the hearts of all your good people with o'exi ; * 
liblc joy and fatibhuilioii ; ami wc^liould be w^antin^ i i . -. v 
to your Majefty, in jiiflicc to oiirfelvcs, and nor anfvvcr the 
cxpe^Slations oi thole wc reprefent, if wc did not appirach 
your x\Tajellv, upon tlri^happy occafion. vvMli luart^s iiill of 
duty and g«alitij(lc, and ftr^'P.gv'i’N jckno;. ledSjineiits of 

your Maji ily *s poi'iiru’fs vifrliui), and ivfoln’ioTi . yowr vviTJoni 
and ri folntion, in noi f-nferiiig y.airfelt to be diver:cd by any 
falfe and nialu ions clamours and infin nations, from fteadily 
purfni.ig tl'.c gnat and delirable work of giving peace to yoiir 
people ^ your g(K»Incfs, jn cotifnlling the imnacdi.atc intcrcfls 
of thefe your kingtloms, preferable to all other coniidcrations, 
and at the hazard of all other events. 

*rhis niii/l convince tlii world of your Majerty’s paternal 
care and tender regard your I’ritilh dominions, when wc 
Jtc all former treaties, maiV in favour of onr trade and com- 
merce, and ibr the fecurityof the rights, privileges, and pof- 
fcHIons belonging to your MJ^fty, renewed, and confirmed ; 
when wc fee the crown of Spain under new and frcOi obliga- 
tions lo your Majelly, not only to permit to your fiibjccts a 
Ircc and iinintcrrnpted cxcrcifc of -their trade and commerce 
lor the future, but to make jull and ample rcilitntion and re- 
paration for all toniirr unlawful feizures and depredations. 

The cxieniion of former engagements, w ithout any material 
alterations in the principal articles from the purport and in- 
tentions <)l toriuer irevalics, in order to obtain thefc great and 
truly valuable advantages, without one conceflion made to the 
prejudice ot your Majelly, or your fiihjcfls, is a conficleralion, 
that, to rejci^l, had been lofing thefairefi opportunity lo reco- 
ver the ancient frlcdoin and liberty of trade and commerce to 
thefe kinguoms ; and not faithfully to fulfil, and execute, what 
is llipulated on your Majefty’s part, to fecurc a reciprocal per- 
formance, from your Majefty's allies, of the engagements they 
have entered into, would be abandoning the particular interefts 
and properties of your Majclly’s trading fubjc6ls, and lo ex- 
pofe the trade and conrtmcrce of this nation to all the hazards 
uncertainties whieV they have fo long laboured under. 

• 'iThefe bleliings fuciir^ to us will fufiiciently compenfate all 
iiKOiivcniencics that can attend the performance of your Ma- 
jelly ’s 
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je^y’s engagements ; and, as it is to be preriimed, that 
a Jcncial paciiicati<ni and tranquillity in Ei»ro^c will be the 
cojrcqiiencc of the prefent treaty, the profptcl ot leeing this 
focMi coir.pletc, and pcrfedcil, adds greatly our fatisfadioiu 
^t it, contrary to expectation, and in rcrenlinciU to your 
and piij.ient mcrffurcs, any new ^roubles fliould 
be raifed in Europe, to oppofe, or difappoini the execiiliun of 
the prefent cngagenicnis, we think ourfelves (d)liged, by the 
Itrongclt lies ol duty, aitedion, and gratitude, to iilUire your 
Majcdy, tlial we will {lAd by and fupport your MajeUy 
agaiidt all infults and indignities that fliall be offeicd to your 
Majelty, and that we will enable yon to niakt good your en- 
gagements with yoi?5>»iliiL'lT"' •» . - * 

The igiinediaie redudlon of fo coufiderahle a part of your 
forces by fea and land, upon the firli notice of the conlirmalion 
of t!ic peace, is another inlhincc of your Majefty’s care and 
attention to the cafe and wclfaie of your peojile ; and the re- 
commending to our couhdcralion the (ialc the finking iiind, 
in fo gracious and corulefcending a manner, obliges us to pro- 
ceed with all pcdhble cauti6n and prudence in an affair of that 
nicety and impoitancc, wdierc the /:arlicr difcliarge of the na- 
tional debt on one hand, and the/harclfhi].w of the poor arti- 
ficers and manuradurers on the rJliA, retjuire the grcalclt re- 
gard, and (leferve tlie molf inntuy dLliheraiion, 

From a due fenfe of ihele ^lauy proofs of your Majefty’s 
unwearied endeavours to confult the happinefs of your people, 
wc think ourfclvcs obliged to aflure your Majefty, that this 
Houfc w ill, by the bed aijd molt eafy inetliods, efledually raife 
the necciiar) fupplies for the fcrvice of the curreiil year ; and, 
by a proper zeal and concern for the Iionour of your Majefty, 
the public tranqudlily, ^d the good of your people, defeat he 
vain expedation of fuclT ill-deligning pcrlbns, who may flatter 
themfelves witli the hopes of being able, by groundlcfs inlinu- 
ations, cavils, and clamours, to lhake the flcadincfs of thofe 
powers . ho are already allies to your Majefty, or to hinder 
others from becoming fo. 


Hh MajeJIys moji gracious Speech^ May 15, 1730* 

My Lords and (jcntlemcn, 

fcafon of the year, and the difoatch you have given to 
the public bulinefs, make it prow for me to put an end 
to this fcllion ; and, I make no do^ot, but the coodud ynd 
behaviour of this Parliament, as it has anfwered my cxpucla- 

tions, 
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tions, will be equally fatisfadlory to all my good and faitiVul 
fiibjefls. « j 

The fupport you have given me, in enabling me fo cflfcc- 
tiially to make goftd my engagements with my allies, 'willl I 
perfuade myfelf, have the dclircd cfFcft ; and, when it lhallbe 
feen, that the allies of the treaty of Seville arc not ynl^Mimer- 
mined, but in a readinefs, to execute their mutual engagements, 
it is very much to be hoped, that a general pacification will 
be the happy confequcnce of this jiiil and powerful aljiancc. 

Gentlemen of the Hoiife of Commons, 

I give you my thanks, in particular, for tlic fiipplies you 
have railed for the fervice^o£.j»'- ^ year, Itisagreat 

fatisfadlion to me, that yon Jiave had fiich a due regard for 
the cafe of your fellow fubjeds, whofc welfare and profperity 
it fliall always be my principal care and iludy to advance and 
promote. 

My Lords Gentlemen, 

I am very glad, that, for the general fatisfadlion, yon enter- 
ed into a particular conlidcration of the (bte of the nation ; 
and it is a great happinefs fee, after fo many unjuft and iin- 
rcafonable clamours, raHjcclwitli all poflibic art, induftry, and 
malice, that, upon mature Icliberation, and the moft folemn 
debates, you were fo iiir fron^^mding any thing worthy of blame 
or cenfurc, that all ntatters, wivlch came under your confidcra- 
tion, met with your approbation. 

This muft give all mankind a juft deteftation of thofe in- 
cendiaries, who, from a fpirit of envy and clifeontent, con- 
tinually labour, by fcandalous libels, to alienate the affedlions 
of my people, and to fill their minds with groundlefs jealoufies, 
and unjiift complaints, in didionour of me, and my govern- 
ment, and in defiance of the fenfc of both Houfes of Parlia- 
jnent. 

But I muft rely upon your prudence, and your concern for 
the peace and happinefs of your country, to difcoiintcnance all 
fuch leditioiis pr.u^licts, and to make my people feniiblc, that 
thefe wicked proceedings can have no other view or end, but 
to create confulion and diftradlion among us. 


And afterwards tlic Lord Chancellor, by Iiis Majefty s com- 
mand, Paid, 

My Lords and Genl’ jmen, 

T^r is his Majefty's royj will and pbafitrc, that this Parlia- 
ment be prorogued to Tuelday, the fourteenth day of July 

next. 
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to be then here held : and this PaAiament is according!/ 
■foguecl to Tuefday, the fourlccmh day of July next. 

I Jis A TajiJly s mofi gracmis ^cahy jfanunry2iy 1731 . 

My Lo^s and Gentlemen, 

“^OU cannot but be fcnfiblc, that the meafurcs formcr43r 
^ tak^n, and the conclunon of llic treaty of Seville, have 
prevented and difappointc^ the dangerous conrequcnccs that 
were lb judly apprehended from ilic ticaty of V'ienna ; and 
we do not only fee -tjiat union dili’olvcd, u hich had alarmed ajl 
Europe, but the alli^snrf'TiTC^'triaty of Hanover drengthened 
by the additional power of the crown of Spain. 

7'his lituation of affairs gave us a rcafonable profpcA of ai 
general pacification, and jnil hopes of feeing the conditions of 
the treaty of Seville complied with, without the neceflity of 
coming to cxiiejnitics ; and no cndcavouis j^avc been wanting^ 
conformable to my engagements with my allies, to obtain that 
happy end ; but this deiira1>lc event having been hitherto dc-* 
layed, the treaty of Seville lays an iiidirpenfablc obligation upon 
all the contrading parties to prepj**c tor the execution of it; 
and we inud be in a rcadinefs to i)cfform our part, and, by 
continuing to purfiic the proper m^fu res, convince oiir allies, 
that we will faitlilully fulhl oijr engagements, and, as far at 
(hall depend upon us, procure the faiisfadioii due to them, 
either by fuch means a*, fhall be mod eligible, or by luch as 
ihall be found abfolutcly neccifary. 

The prefent critical conjundlurc feems in a very particular 
manner to deferve your attention, and you need not be told 
with what impatience tl^c refolutions of this Parliament arc 
every vvherc waited for, and expeded. 

I am incapable of attempting to influence your proceedings 
by grounJlels fears and apprcltcn lions, and as incapable of 
amuring you with vain hopes and cxpcdaiions ; but, as the 
tranfadions, now depending in fljc fevcral courts of Europe, 
arc upon the point of being determined, tlie great event of 
peace, or war, may be very much affedled by your fird refolu- 
lions. The continuance of that zeal ‘and vigour which you 
have hitherto (hewn in fupport of me, and my engagements, 
mud, at this time, be of the greated weight and importance, 
both with regard to my allies, who cannot then think their in- 
tered, and the common caufe, negicded. before the conditions 
of their treaties arc accomplifhed, and yth regard to thofe who 
may be dirpofed, before the feafon ofi^dion is come, to prc-i 
vent, by an accommodation, the fatal confcqucnccs of a genc- 

lal 
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ral rupture, which thCy wil! have little rcafon to apprclicS^jJ, 
il” they find ibc allies of Seville not prepared to do ihcmfc],e.'> 
juftice. ; 

The plan of operations for the execution of the treat of 
Seville by force, in cafe we lhall be dri\en to that nccellityl is 
now under confideration ; and, until the proportifi4Li«<<i: the 
confederate foiceF, and the proper dirpoliiions employing 
them, fhall be finallv adjiifted, and agicecl upon, it will not 
be eafy to determine how far the expenfes nccdiuiy for the fer- 
vicc of the cnfiilng year may, 01 / may not, exceed the provi- 
flons made for the fer\icc of the laft year. 

. In the mean time, 1 am perfuaded, you will go on to give 
all poilible difpaich to li'^ pubik: biifr ; and, if it fliall be 
iiccclfary, I Iball not fail to alk the further advice and alTiitance 
of my Parliament, according to the circumltanccs of public 
affairs, and as foon as any proper occafion lhall require it. 

Gentlemen of the Iloufe of Commons, 

I will order the proper ellimatcs to be prepared and laid 
before you ; and I can make no doubt, but that dutiful regard 
which you have always fhevved to me, and my honour, and 
your jult concern for thcijruc inlereft of your country, will 
induce you to grant int/ tlb nccciiary fupplics, and enable me 
to make good my cngagcm\ats with my allies with that chcer- 
fiilncfs and affeOlion which u\pome a Hritilli Houfe of Com- 
mons, tender and jealous of tlic honour of the crown, careful 
and foliciious for the glory and profpcrjty of the kingdom. 

My Lords and Gciuicmcn, 

The time draws near which will admit of no further delays. 
If the trancpiillity of Europe can be fettled without the effu- 
lion of blood, or the expenfe of puKic treafurc, that fitiiation 
•will cerfuinly be molt happy, and defiiablc ; but, if that blef- 
fing cannot be obtained, honour, jiillicc, and tlic facred faith 
due to folcmn treaties, will call upon us to exert oiirfelvcs in 
procuring by force wliat cannot be had upon jufl and rcafon- 
ablc terms. 


Addrejs hy the Hou fe of Commons to his Alajefy^ Jan* 22 , 1731 * 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your MajeftY’s moft dutiful and loyal fiibjcfts, the 
Commons of ^rcat Britain, in Parliament aifembled, 
beg leave to return ou^fincerc thanks for your Majefty’s molt 
gracious fpccch fiom the throne. 

We 
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^Ve cannot but in gratitude acknowledge your Majefly's 
goidncfs, in endeavoiiiing to have the condilions^f the treaty 
ot peville liilfillcd and executed in fiich manner as might bell 
feclrc a general pacification, and be conforfliable to your cn- 
gat^ents with your allies. 

AmrpT/ifi.of a juft fenfe of iht bleffings we enjoy, wc think 
it our duty^o declare our entire confidence in your royal care 
and concern for the honour and intcrelf of your people, and 
oiir per/ej5l reliance upon i^our Majclly’s \v idiom and juiticei 
in doing\j|eTy thing that fliall depend upon you to procure the 
raiisfacH()irri.'ie to your allies, by fuc h means as lliall be the 
moll delirable, orVi«^ they prove incffcdual, by fuch as lhall be 
abrolulcly’iieceflary. 

We arg firmly icfolved to continue our iilmoft zeal and 
vigour ill fiipport of your Majcdy, and your engagements ^ 
citeeming this the leall part of our duty, when wc confider, 
that thofe cngagcmctits are the effc£l of your vigilance for the 
welfare of your jiibjedls. • 

Wc alfurc your Majelly, that we will give all polTible dif- 
patch to the public bufmefs* as it lhall from time to lime be 
brought before us, that, as your people feci the happinefs of 
your reign, fo your Majelly may fc( the cafe of it ; anci, from 
a dutiful regard to your honour andWignity, and a jiill concern 
for the true interelt of our cou^y, which wc lhall always 
look upon as indifpcnfablc amjnufepjrable obligations, wc 
have the greateft fatisladlion in alfuiing )our Majelly, that we 
will, with all checrfulncfs, grant fuch Tupplies as lhall be nc- 
ceflary for the fervice of. the enfuing year, and eifedlually 
enable your Majelly to make good your engagements with your 
allies. 

Your M.ijefly’s goodness to your people is very apparent in 
your avoiding to bring any unnecelfary burthens upon them ; 
and it is the lead return we can make for it, to affiire your 
Majelly? that, in cafe the circumftaiices of public affairs lhall 
oblige you to a!k the further advice and alliilance of your 
faithlul Comimms, v/e will, upon every ocv:a(ion, difebarge 
our duty to your Majelly, and ihofc we reprtfent, with that 
chcerftilncfs and aft'edlion which become a Hritill) Houfe of 
Commons, tender and jealous of the honour of the croun,. 
careful ami folkitous for the glory and profperity of the kingn 
dom, 


Kr 
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Hii^MajeJifs Anfwerf January 25, 1731. ;< 

(tentlemen, 

1 RETURN you my hearty thanks for this dutiful and lyyal 
addrefs. The zeal and af^dion you exprefs fo/ and 
the aifurances you have given me of enabling me to^ipake good 
niy engagements with my allies, w'ill, 1 am perfuaded, have 
a very good etted at this critical and important conjundpre. 


His Majejifs mojl gracio us Spe ech ^ *73*^ 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

IT is a great pleafurc to me, that, at the clofc of this fcflion 
of Parliament, I am able to acquaint you, that the hopes I 
had conceived, and given yon, of feeing very fnddenly a happy 
period pul to the fonblcs and diforders wdiich bad been fo long 
apprehended, arc now, by the treaty iigned at Vienna, anfwercd 
and accompli ilicd. 

A projed of a convention betwixt the Emperor and the 
maritime powers, for acclmimoilating the differences and dif- 
putes that were fubfUttna, having been formed, the treaty 
is concluded, and Iigned b]Vne, aiid the Emperor, and is now 
under tlie conlidcration of States General, the forms of 
that government not admitting a previous concert in a nego- 
tiation ot this nature ; and, as this treaty principally regards 
the execution of the treaty of Seville, it is likewife communi- 
cated 10 the courts of France and Spain, as parties to the treaty 
of Seville ; and 1 have jull received advice, that the ratifica- 
tions between me and the Emperor ^re exchanged. 

Tlic conditions' and engngemcnis which 1 have entered into 
upon this occalion, are agreeable to that ncceifary concern 
which this nation mult always have for the fecurity and pre- 
fervation of the balaiuc of power in Europe \ and, as the un- 
certain and violent (late ot’aiiairs to which Europe was reduced, 
and the mifehiefe of an immediate general war, which began 
to be thought unavoidable, arc now removed, this happy turn, 
duly improved, with a juft regard to our former alliances, which 
it Ih'all be my care to preferve, gives us a favourable profpeft 
of feeing the public tranquillity re-cftablilhed. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I return you my thinks for the efteftual fupplies which you 
have granted me for thtl^feivice of the prefent year, and for the 
proper difpofition you have made of the public funds^ towards 

IclTening 
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leflcning and difcharging the national dbbt. The remarkable 
dikatch and unanimity which you have (hewn^at this critical 
jundurcy has added very much to the credit and weight of 
yoir proceedings ; and you (hall find as great a readinefs on 
m)\Dart to cafe the burdens of my people, as foon as the cir- 
cunmancc: and fituation of affairs will admit of it, as you 
have (hdVm to raife the fupplies neceflary for the fervice of 
the public. 


Srlj^Lords and GcntleJlien, 

I hope^" at your return into the country, you will find all 
attempts to rairc>.ji fpirit of difcontcnt among my people, by 
unjuft clamours anarfr-if;u^»j.fcutaiit>ns, vain and ineffcflual; 
All malicious infimfaiions, to the prejudice of my mcafures, 
muft furcly vanifli, w hen it (hall appear, that my firft and 
principal care has been for the intcreft and honour of this 
kingdom. Let it be your endeavour to remove all groundleis 
jealoufies and appreheniions, that the fatisfadion of the nation 
may be as general as it is my earned deli re that their happi- 
nefs may be : let all my people, let all orders of men, enjoy 
quietly and unenvied the rights, privileges, and indulgences, 
which by law they are entitled to ; let no innovations difturb 
any part -of my fubjeds in the polTdli^n of their legal property: 
let all that are zealous in fiipport ^ne and my government par* 
take in common the benefits of l^prcfenl happy eftablilhment ; 
and let your good-will to one another be as extenfive as nay 
prqtedion, w hich all my good and faithful fubjeds have an 
equal right to, and may equally depend upon. 


And afterwards the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty’s com* 
^mand, faid. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

IT is his Majefty*s royal will and pleafurc, that this Parlia* 
ment be prorogued to Tuefday, the twenty-feventh day of 
July next, to be then here held : ‘and this Parliament is accor* 
Singly prorogued to Tuefday, the twenty -fcyenih day of July 
next. 


His Majejiys mojl gracious Speech ^ 'January 13, 1732* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is a great pleafurc to me that I am able to acquaint you, 
that the expedations which 1 have ^m time to time given 
you, of feeing the general tranquillitj^f Europe reftored and 
rftabliihcd, are now fully anfwercd. 

^ Rra The 
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The ffiarc of credif p,nd influence wh.ich the crown of Great 
Britain has had in bringing about this diflicult and defira dc 
•work, and which redounds To much to the honour and inte^eft 
(if this nation, arf it is iiniverfally confefled abroad, 'wil), I 
am confident, ])e agreeable to my people, and acknowlccjged 
■with gratitude by you. ** 

It is well known, that, from the time of confrWding the 
quadruple alliance, the feverai courts of Europe have been 
employed in finding means to execute what the prncipal 
powers had agreed to, for the lucceflion of Tufeany and 
Parma in favour of an infant of Spain ; but the yj5!loiis jarring 
and contending iutcrells, hard to be reconciled and united, in 
eff'eduaiing a point of fo mili!tr lUfpfe ’•lance, the -extended 
views and hopes of obtaining, on every fide, further advan- 
tages, and tlic natural jcaloufics and ditirulls ariling among 
the Icveral powers concerned from fiich oppolitc principles and 
ptirpofes, had kept in fnfpenfe, and unexecuted, what the 
court of Spain li^vd very intich at heart, and.occafioned fuch 
troubles and difhirbancts, ns cmbarrafTed the affairs of Europe 
for many years, and particularly aft'eded the intcrefts of this 
nation. 

You fiavc from time to time been informed of the different 
mcafurcs and negoiiatidnst that have on all Tides beert carrying 
On during this long unfetO|;^d (late of affairs ; and you have 
cnabkd me to pcifeverc in xJaiiUaining the rights and poiref- 
fions of this kingdom, and in prcTcrving the peace and balance 
of I'iiirt'pc, 

*^1 he preliminary articles, ai.d tjie fubfequent tranfadlions 
thereujion, not ariTweiing the cxpt6lations of the court of 
Spain, and crpating a coolncfs and dilfalisfadlion among the 
conlradling parlies of the firft treaty of Vienna, laid the 
foundation oi the' treaty of Seville, dud thereby dilfolvcd that 
union, whieh hail raikd fo many apprehenfions, and fo long 
alarmed the woild. 

'I'hc execution of the treaty of Seville was the great diflS- 
rulty that flill remaincil ; artd this, imfurmountablc as it w-as 
thought, I havcv by your fupport, and by tlic confidence you 
1 'tpofv.d in me, been able to overcome by jufl and honourablo 
treaties, without coming to extremities, and without the 
hazaul arjd expenfe of a general rupture, or kindling 4 war iq 
gny part of Europe, 

Parma and Placentia arc now in the aclual pofTcflion of the 
infant Don Carlos ; the fix thoufiind Spaniards are quietly ad- 
mitted and quartered ‘*in the duchy of Tufeany, to fecure, by 
the exprefc cqnl'cnt anU agreement of the Great Duke, the 
revetiion of his dominions j and a family conventipn is mado 

between 
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between the courts of Spain and Tufeany, for preferving peace 
and friendfliip between tliofe two hoiifes during ihc life of the 
Gr?at Duke. 

/or perfefling and finifliiiig this tedioua work, conduced 
through a feries of infinite changes and vicinitudes, and en- 
cumbered with all the different riews of intercll and ambition, 
I concliyleJ the late treaty of Vienna ; wlierein I have en- 
tered into no engagements contrary to former treaties, or 
tendiog either to aggrandize or reduce the power or weight, 
of any ^K)tentale ; calculaftd purely for preferving a due ba- 
lance, anci to avoid fiich confulion as new changes and con- 
vulfions, upon fv.tiirc events, would unavoidably create, and 
wherein Great Britain . could never ftand by and be an idle 
fpedlator.^ ^ 

When this fliall be duly confidcrcd, and It Ihall be feen^ 
that the wounds wdiich have been long bleeding are ml ircly 
healed, groundlefs jealoiifies will ceafe, ill humours will fob- 
fide, and peace and good harmony return togtuher; all dilli- 
dence and diilruft, the natural elfcft of repeated delays, an- 
fully inftilled, and indufkiunfly improved and aggravated, 
will be removed, and mutual fatisfmilion be the coni'equence 
of the pundlual and effcdual performance of all engagements 
on our Iklc ; which will ever be remefnbered with great regard 
and honour to this crown and nyion, and leave an indifpeii- 
fablc obligation upon thofc tb^^rc immediately concerned to 
make fuch returns as iionour and juRicc call lor and demand. 

Gentlemen of the Hoiife of Commons, 

The eftimates for the *fei vice of the cm rent )car fliall be 
prepared and laid before you; which you will oblervc to be 
conlidcrably lefs than thofc of funner years. It is a plealme 
to me to give cafe to m^ fubjeefs, w lienever. the welfare of the 
public will admit of it. You have leen the happy clfcfls of 
your former zeal and rcfoliition ; fiicccls has attended my inca- 
fures, and you reap the fruit of niy endeavours and your con- 
fidence in me ; and it muft be « I’aiisfa£tioii to you to retlc6t, 
that all the expenfes you have lately made^are amply recoin- 
penfed by preventing and avoiding far greater. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

This happy fituation of affairs, I promife myfclf, will 
infpirc you all with fuch temper and unanimity, and fuch a 
fcafonable zeal for the public good, as becomes a Parliament, 
fcnfiblc of the great blcffings they enloy. The duty and the 
afFedHons of my fubjedls arc all the rcTurn J defire for my pa- 
ternal love and concern for them. • My jpvernrnentihas no 

R r 3 fecurity 
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fccurity but what is £qually conducive to your happinefs and 
to the protefiion of my people ; and your profperity has no 
foundation but in the defence and fupport of my government : 
our fafety is mutual^ oUr intcreftsare infeparabk. 


Addrefs hy the Houfe ef Commons^ 14, 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

WE. your Majefty’s meft dutiful and loyal fubj^Els, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament'* alTembled, 
bog leave to return your Majefty our mof^fimblc thanks for 
your moft gracious fpeech from the throne^ 

It is the higheft fatisfa<ftion to your faithful Commons, to 
fee the general tranquillity of Europe reftored and re-efta- 
bliflied by your Majefty’s credit and influence, which refledfs 
the greateft glory to the Britifti crown, and, of confcqiicncc, 
to the BritKh naticyi, the honour and intereft 0/ which arc al- 
ways mutual and infcparable. 

We arc fully perfuaded, that the treaties your Majefty has 
entered into were made with no other view than to preferve 
the balance of po\vcr in Europe, and fecure the pofl'ellions of 
the crown of Great Britaij®, and all the rights and privileges 
we are entitled to ; and we anknowledge, with gratitude, your 
Majefty’s wdfdom and goodnot, in procuring for us all thefc 
advantages without the expenfe and hazards of a war. 

We arc very fcnfible of the many diflicultics your Majefty 
laboured under in bringing this great and glorious work to fo 
happy a conclufioii. The many obftaclcs, arifing from va- 
rious pretcnlions and jcaloufies, dining the coiirfe of ihcfe 
tranfadlions, nnfurmountable as they have been thought, are, 
by your Majefty’s' fteadinefs and prudence, entirely removed ; 
and at a time when a war feemed unavoidable, the fettlement 
of the fucceflioii of Don Carlos to the ftates of Tufeany and 
Parma has been peaceably accompli Ihcd, and the general 
tranquillity of Europe prefeiVcd by the wxight and credit of 
your Majefty’s negotiations. 

Thus has your Majefty extneated, not only this nation, but 
all Europe, out of the uncertain ftate we for many years la- 
boured under, and that by means naoft honourable to your 
Majefty, conitftent with all former engagements, and without 
the leaft injury to any prince or power in Europe. 

And wc humbly alfure your Majefty, iliat, having the trueft 
fenfe of the many bleltngs we have enjoyed during the coiirfe 
of your Majefty’s reign^'.and how much our prefent happinefs 
is owing to your, paternal love and care for your people, we 

will^ 
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ylll, With the greateft cheerfuincfs, gran# the neccffary fiipplicd 
for the fervice of the current year; and your Majefty will al- 
ways find fuch returns of duty and gratitude from us, as the 
beft of kings may cxpeft from the mod k)yal fubjcas, fully 
convinced, that the only end of your Majefty’s aufpidoiis go • 
vernment is the protedlion andprofperity of your people. 


• ^ His Alajejiys Apfwery January 17, 1 732. 

Gentlemen, 

T RETURN yon my thanks for this dutiful and loyal addrefs* 
* I make no doubt of the continuance of your duty, af- 
fedlion, ^and confidence in me; and you will always find, that 
all my views tend to the honour, intcrell, and fccurity, of my 
crown and people. 


Addrefs by the Houfc of Commons to his Majefy^ May 10, X732* 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

your Majedy’s mod dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
Gommons of Great Britain, •in Parliament alfembled* 
having taken into our coniidc^ftion tlie great collcdion of 
valuable records belonging to^/mis nation, and the necellity of 
tranfmitting them down fafe and entire for the life of our pof- 
terity, humbly beg leave to reprefent to your Majcdy the date 
in which we found them, together with the inconveniences 
that may arife from their remaining in their prefent fituation. 

A great part of the Cottonian library, with the variety of 
cuiious and ufeful matters therein coniained, has, notwith- 
danding the late fire ^ Afliburnham Houle, by the great dili- 
gence and attention of the iriidccs, been preferved ; and that 
the public may not, for want of due care, be gradually de- 
prived fo noble and generous a bcnefaflion, we beg leave 
to recomir. rd it, in the moft particular manner^ to you^ 
Majefty’" - ^ nlideration, favour, and protc6l]on. 

The levcral places alligned for tlie prefervation of all thefe 
inedimable monuments of antiquity are too narrow and con- 
fined for their reception, and fome of them in a very ruinous 
and dangerous condition. 

We find alfo fome records not depofited In their proper of- 
fices, but either remaining in private hands, or in places not 
adigned for public records, nor under the care of any ftated 
officer. . 

Rj 4 N«r 
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Nor has the anclett method of removing records from t!i« 
oHices wherejn they are originally formed to fiich places rs 
arc appointed to preferve them been duly obferved, chiefly for 
want of rCK>m iii the prefent offices allotted for their re- 
ception. 

Cireat Inconvt nicneies liavcparifen to the inquirers aficr this 
tifeful knowledge, not only from thefe difficult ics<. out alfo 
from the uiidillinguilhcd and confufed manner in which fomc 
of the rcqorifs of this kingdom have been kept, there being 
ho general calendars, or indexes, to the whole ; whibh, with 
proper encouragement, may be completed by perfons of ffiill 
and ability, and would probably bring to light many material 
remains of antiquity, which, from the difficulty of accefs, have 
long lain unknown and nfgle£led. \ 

I'he prefent fliort inquiry, imperfecSl as is, has ^produced 
an inllance of this, hy dircovering amongH: iho ancient records, 
that directions for wcjrks of this kind have been formerly given 
by your Majcfly’s royal picdcccflors. 

Your faithful Commons beg leave further humbly to reprefent 
to ycur Majcfiy, that, as the public intcrcfl: is concerned in 
providing more fccure and decent rep(ditories for the records of 
this kingdom, fo the public faith is engaged for the better re- 
ceptiou'^and pr(:ferv;jtion of the Cottonian library, fogencroully 
given for the public fcr\icc.\ 

And as there is at prefent l><Mc or no allowance to the keeper 
of the faid library, we humbly fubmit it to your Majelty’s 
confideration, wltctlicr, if a projH-r and reafonablc llipeiid were 
granted to him, it would not engage iiim to perform his duty 
with greater care and diligence. 

Having thus, with the greatcfl humility, laid the ftatc of the 
records of this kingdoju, and of the Cottonian library before 
your Majefly, we allure ourh Ives, ihat^’a w ill be entirely agree- 
able to your Ma jelly's gi.u ious tiilpofition to traiilmit to future 
ages tliele monuments and remains of antiquity, fo neccflujry 
and ufetul to tlu knowledge and prefervation of our excellent 
irojnflitiition, wliich we hope will go down to polleiiiy, together 
with the fainil) under wliich it now flourilhes, as infcparable 
and perpetual hlefiings to this nation. 

Your faithful Commons do therefore mofl: humbly bcfcech 
your Majefly, that you wdll be gracioully plcafcd to give 
fuch directions as your Majefly in your great w ifdora fhall 
think fit, tor the better icception and more convenient life of 
the public records of this kingdom, and of the Cottonian 
library. 

And wc beg leave further to alTiirc your Majefly, that what- 
ever extraordinary expenfes arc incurred by thediredlions your 

Majefly, 
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VMajcfty, in your great wifdom, (hall tWnk fit to give on this 
^caiion, fliall, with great cheerfulnefs and unawiniiiy be pro- 
vided fer, and made good by your faithful Commons. 


Majcjly s mojl gracious Speech j June i, 1732. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

'Y'OU having now difpatshcd all the public biifincfs that it 
“*• was pradlicable for you to go through with at prefent, and 
the fcafon of the year being fo far advanced, 1 believe it will 
not be difagrceabffe to you, that I give you an opportunity of 
retiring into the co^nry, by putting an end to this feliion of 
Parliament. 7 

It is unnecelfa^ for me to reprefent to yon the happy Hate 
and fituation of public affairs, both at home and abroad. You 
muft all be fcnfihle of what is univerfally feen and felt in the 
full enjoymentof a general peace. , The concurrence of the 
Slates General in the late treaty of Vienna has pcrfc6lcd the 
cdabliihment of the public tranquillity, as far as humati pru- 
dence can forefee or provide ; and a faithful obfervance and 
execution of the treaties and alliances pow fubfifting among the 
fcveral princes and powers of Europe, free from groundlcfs 
jcaloiilics, and void of all ambiti,/us views, will be the moft 
cffe£lual means to continue and preferve ihcfe blcllings to us. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of Ciunmons, 

I return you my thanks for the provi lions you have made for 
the defence and fecurity of the kingdom, and for carrying on 
the fervice of the current year. It is a great faiisfadlion to 
me, to fee you have turned your thoughts towards raifing the 
necellary fiipplies by fuel! methods as may be the lealt burthen- 
fome to my people ; and as this cannot but be received in the 
country as a molt grateful and acceptable fervice, 1 hope it 
will encourage you to purfue fuch meafurcs for the future, as 
may, on all occafions, render the fiipplies that lhall be ncceffary 
as equal and eafy as is polfible. • 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It being ncceffary for me to vifit my German dominions this 
year, 1 have determined to leave the Queen, Regent here, 
during my abfcnce ; and I doubt not but it will be your endea- 
vours to make the government as eafy to her, as, I am con- 
fident it will be her care, by a juff and prudent adminiffration^ 
to deferve your duty and regard. I recommend to you all, in 

youf 
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you fcvcral ftatlons, th ftudy and confult the prefemtion of tlv. 
peace and qutct of the kingdom. 


And afterwards the Lord Chancellor, by his Majcfty’^; com- 
mandi faid. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is his Majeily’s royal will and pleafure, that this Parliament 
be prorogued to I'hurfday, the twenty- feventh day of July, 
to be then here held : and this Parliament is accordingly pro- 
rogued to Thurfday, the twenty- feventh day of July next. 


His Majtjiys mojl gracious Speech, January i6, 1733* 

•My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is a great fafisfadViwn to me, that the pfefent fituation of 
affairs, both, at home and abroad, makes it unneccifary for 
me to lay before you any other rcafons for my calling you to- 
gether at this time, but the ordinary difpaich of the public 
•bufinefs ; and that I ma^y have an opportunity of receiving your 
advice upon fiich affairs as may occur to you, and fliall require 
the care and confideration of vVarliamcnt. 

Gentlemen of the Iloufc of Commons, 

I will order the proper ofiicers to lay before you the eftlmates 
for the fcrvice of the current year and I make no doubt but 
that you will, with the fame chccrfulncfs as I have always ex- 
perienced in yon, efteflnally raife fuch fupplies as you fliall 
judge necelfiuy tor the honour, faf'ty, and defence of the 
kingdom ; and I cannot but recommend it to you, as a con- 
fidcration worthy the Commons of Great Britain, that in all 
your deliberations, as well upon raifing the annual fupplies, as 
the diflribution of the public^, revenues, you pnrfue fuch nica- 
fures as will inofl conduce to the prefent and future eafe of 
thofc you repreftnt. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You muft be feniiblc that it is very defirablc to give all pofli- 
ble difpatch to the public bufinefs ; and that nothing can give 
more w^cight and credit to all your rcfolutions, than to avoid 
tinrcafonable heats and animofities, and not to fuffer yourfelvcs 
to be diverted, by any fpecious pretences, from ileadfaftly pur- 
fuing the true iiiterciis of your country : let that be your flrfl; 
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>jid principal care, and the people will Mfc fcnfible of the bene- 
fits they lhall receive from your wiftlom and fefulution, in 
preferring their cafe and the public good to all other con- 
liderations. • 


Irefs by the Houfe of Commons f fanuary 17, 1733* 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

.yoiir Majefty’s ntoft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
^ Coiiiinons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfcmbled, 
humbly beg leave to return your Majclly our moll fin cere and 
hearty thanks for ^iir moll gracious fpcech from the throne. 

The fitiiation otVafFairs, both at home and abroad, gives 
your faitlHul Comi/ons the higheft fatisfa£lion, and fills their 
hearts with the Jeepeft fenfc of gratitude to your Majefty ; 
being fully fenfime that the prefent happinefs we enjoy is the 
entire effc£l of your Majcfty*s wifdom and rcfoluiion. 

Such fuppliesp as fliall be neceifary for the hon'.nir, fafety, 
and defence of your Majefty and your kingdom, lhall cheer- 
fully and elFeflually be raifed by your faithfiil Commons, with 
all pollible duty to your Majefty, and a juft regard and concern 
for thofc we reprefent. ^ 

We alfo beg leave to aifurc your Majefty, that in all our 
deliberations, as well in raifing lYl: fupplics, as in thediftribu- 
tlon of the public revenues, wo will purfuc fuch ineafiircs as 
will moll conduce to the prefent and future cafe of our fellow 
fubjeds ; and fuch as, agreeably to your Majefty’s known 
goodnefs, and gracious intentions towards your people, and the 
conftant endeavours of your faithful Commons, lhall be con- 
fiftent with the honour and juftice of Parliament, and with the 
trade, intcreft, and lib^ties of the nation. 

That our proceedings may carry wfith them the weight and 
credit which ought always to attend the refolutions of the Com- 
mons of Great Britain, and that the ncccH’ary difpatch may be 
given to the public buiinefs, we ^jill ufc our utmoll endeavours 
to avoid all unreafonable heats and animofities ; nor fufl'er our- 
felves to be diverted, by any fpccious prctcnce^whatfocvcr, from 
fteadfaftly purfuing the true intcreft of our country, w hich, in 
purfuance of your Majefty’s moil gracious recommendation 
from your great example, and our own indifpenfablc duty, 
ilialli upon all occalions, be our firll and principal care. 


His 
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Hh Mojfjly^s Atj/wer^ January 22, 1733- 
Gentlcmcn, ^ 

*1 RETURN yon my thanks for thefc dutiful afTurances of 
your zeal and aftediion fort me ; and 1 make no dt) ibt but 
that. your refoUitions to purfuc fucli mcafurcs as will mofl: con- 
duce to the eafe and true intereft of all my fubjefts, will as 
cfFedlually recommend you to the good opinion and ellccui of my 
people, as they are acceptable to me. 


Mejfage from his Majcjly to the Houfc of Com nonSy Afay 8, I733» 
George Rex. 

TTIS Majcfty having received from the Piincr^ of Orange pro- 
pofals for a treaty of marriage between the Priiicefs Royal 
and the faid Princ;^ ; and his Majcfty having been pleaftd fa- 
vourably to accept the inllnnccs made by the rruicc, his High- 
nefs has font over a mini Iter, inftnidlcd and authorifed with 
full powers to treat of and conclude the articles of marriage ; 
Ms MajeUy has ilicrcforc thotight it proper to cominiinicatc this 
important affair 10 this Iluufc ; and as he makes no doubt but 
this marriage will be to the g,encval falisfadlion of all liis good 
fubjcdls, he promifes himfJl'lhc concurrence and affiftance of 
this Houfe, in enabling him to give fiich a portion to Ids cldcft 
daughter, as fliall be fuilabic to the prefent occafion, and may 
contribute towards fi.ppoiting with honour and dignity an alli- 
ance that will tend fo much to the further fecurity of the pro- 
teftant fucccllion to the crow^n of tlicfe realms, and to the pro- 
teflant inlerclt in Europe. 


MJrt'Ji hy the Houfc of Commons^ Alay 8, I733» 

Moff gracious Sovereign, « 

Xl^E,.your M^)eft\'s mod dutiful and loyal fubjeSs, the 
Commons of Gicat Jiritain, in Parliament alfcmbled, 
return your Majeffy our mod dutiful thanks for being gra- 
cioufly picafed to communicate to us your royal intentions of 
concluding a marriage between the Princefs Royal and the 
Prince of Orange. 

The happy profpeil of feeing this alliance entered into and 
concluded, with a Prince whofc family has always didinguilhed 
itfelf in fupport of the pi;ptcdant religion, and in delence of the 
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»tbertics of Europe, gives us the greatcit fatisfaflion : we «- 
inember, with gratitude, the great and infinite •benefits pro- 
cured to this nation by that illuftrious houl'e ; and we cannot 
but promife ourfelves a further fecurity to ^he proteUant fuc- 
ceflionto the crow^n of thefe realms, from the renewal of that 
union ^hich gave birth to, and* laid the foundation of this in- 
eftimable blcHing. 

And we beg leave to affiire your Majefty, that to demonftrate 
our thtty. zeal, and affedlion to your .Majefty, and to teftify 
the jufl icnfc we have of the fingiilar merits and eminent vir- 
tues of the Princefs Royal, wc will enable your Majclly to give 
her fuch a portioiMs may conduce to her iuture happinefs, and 
to the fupporting Im royal highnefs with honour and dignity. 


His A'lajejly^s jinfwer^ May lO, 1733* 

Gentlemen, ^ 

T CjIVE you my thanks for this new* inftance of your duty and 
affedtion ; nothing can be more acceptable to me than your 
great readinefs in complying with this demand, and the pcrfonal 
regard you have fticwn to me and my family. 


His MajcJlys mojl gracioui Sj>ccchy June 1 3 , 1733* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

feafon of the year,* and the difpatch you have given to 
the public bufinefs, make it proper for me to put an end to 
this feffion of Parliament. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,’ 

I return you my thanks for the proviiionsyou have made for 
the fcrvice of the current year : I have never demanded any 
fupplies of my people, but what^were abfolutcly neceffary for 
the honour, fafety, and defence of me and my kingdom ; and 
I am always beft pleafed when the public expfinfes are fupplied 
in a manner Icaft burdenfome to my fubjecls. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I cannot pafs by unobferved the wicked endeavours that have 
lately been made ufe of to inflame the minds of the people, and 
by the iiioft unjuft mifreprefentations, to raife tumults and 
diforders that almoft threatened the peace of the kingdom : but 
1 depend upon the force of truth to r^ove the groundlefs jea- 
loufics that have been raifed, of defigns carrying on againft the 
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Itticrtics of my peoplE ; and upon your known fidelity, to dcr 
feat and fruftratc the expeflations of fucli as dclijj^ht in confii* 
fion. It is my inclination, and has always been my ftudy, to 
preferve the religious and civil rights of ail my fiihjeiSts : let it 
be your care to undeceive the deluded, and to make thepi fen- 
fibVe of their prefent happinefs ; and the hazard thev'^ run of 
being unwarily drawn, by fpccious pretences, into their own 
deltrufliotu 

— 

And afterwards the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty’s com- 
mand, faid, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, ^ ^ 

JT is his Majclly’s royal will and pleafiirc, that this Parlia- 
ment be prorogued to Thurfday, the twenty -fixth day of July 
next, to be then here held : and this Parliamci't is accordingly 
prorogued to Thurfday, the twenty-Gxth day of July next. 


I//J MajcJlfs moji gracious Speech ^ January 17, 

My Lords and Geiulcinen, 

war which is now begun and carried on againft the 
Emperor with fo much vigour, by the united powers of 
France, Spain, and Sardinia, is become the objedl of the care 
and attention of all Europe; and though 1 am no ways en- 
gaged in it, and have had no part, pxcept by my good offices, 
in thofe iranfadlions which have been declared to be the princi- 
pal caufes and motives of it, I cannot fit regardlefs of the pre- 
fent events, or be unooiiccrr.ed for the future confequcnces of a 
war, undertaken and fiipportcd by fo powerful an alliance. 

If ever any occafion required more than ordinary prudence 
and circumfpcjSlion, the prefent calls upon us to ufe ouriitmoft 
precaution not to determine too hallily upon fo critical and 
important a conjundure ; bul to confidcr thoroughly what the 
honour and dignity of my crown and kingdoms, the true inte- 
reft of my people, and the engagements we are under to the 
fevera! powers we arc in alliance with, may, in juftice and 
prudence, require of us. 

I have therefore thought it proper to take time to examine 
(he fa£ls allcdged on both lides, and to wait the refult of the 
councils of thofe powers that are more nearly and immediately 
interelted in the confequcnces of the war ; and to concert with 
thofe allies who are undcf the fame engagements with me, and 
have not taken part in the war, more particularly the States 
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general of the United Provinces, fuch ffineafurcs as fhall be 
Wrought moft advifeable for our common fafety^ and for 
ftoring the peace of Europe. 

I'hc refolutions of the Britifti Parliamint, in fo nice a 
junfl^ire, are of too great moment not to be carefully attended 
to, and impatiently expefted by ^11, and not Icall by thofe who 
will hope to take advantage from your determination, whatever 
they (hall be, and to turn them to the prejudice of this king- 
dom.* It muft therefore jpe thought molt fafe.and prudent^ 
thoroughly to weigh and confider all circumitanccs, before wo 
come to a final determination. 

As I (liall ha^, in my confidcratlons upon this great and 
important affair, tlw ftriflcll regard to the honour of niy crown» 
and the good of my^eople, and be governed by no other views, 
I can malce no d^ut but that I may entirely depend on the 
fupport and alMance of my Parliament, without expofmg 
myfelf, by any^recipitate declarations, to fuch inconvenien- 
cies as ought, as far as pofTible, to be avoided. 

In the mean time, 1 am perfuaded 'you will make fuch pro- 
vifions as fhall fecure iny •kingdoms, rights, and poifelliuns, 
from* all dangers and infults, and maintain the refpedl due to 
the Britifii nation. Whatever part it may, in the end, be moft 
reafonable for us toadl, it will in all fiews be necelfary, when 
all Europe is preparing for arms, to put oiirfelves in a proper 
pofturc of defence. As this w^ill beft preferve the peace of the 
kingdom, fo it will give us a due w^cightaiid influence in what- 
ever meafurcs we (hall take in conjundlion with our allies : 
but {liGiild the defence of the nation not be futficiently provided 
fur, it will makeusdifregarded abroad, and may prove a temp- 
tation and encouragement to the defperate views of tljofe whd 
never fail to flatter themfclvcs with the hopes of great advan- 
tages from public troubl#& and difurders. 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

I fliall order the eftimates to be laid before yoti of fuch (cr-* 
vices as require your prefent anc^ immediate care. The aug- 
mentation which will be propofed for the fc^ fervice, will bfs 
very confiderable ; but I am confident it will be thought by yoil 
reafonable and neceflary. I muft particularly recommend to 
your care the debt of the navy, which has every year been laid 
before you : but from the prefent circumftances of the times, 
I believe you will think it now requires fume provision to be 
made for it ; which cannot well be longer poftponed, without 
maidfeft detriment to the public fervice. 

As thefe extraordinary charges and expenfes are unavoidable, 
I make no doubt but you will effedually raife the fupplies ne- 
ceflary 
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ceflary for defraying (ff them, with that readincfs and difpatclu 
and with that jnft regard to the true intcrcft of my peopl^ 
which this Parliament has hithcito (hewn upon all occafions. 

My Lords an^ Gentlemen, 

Tt is at all times to be wilhcd„ that the biifinefs of Parliament 
might be carried on free from heats and animolities ; and with 
that temper which becomes the juftice and wifdom of the 
nation : at this time it is more particularly to be defired,' that 
this feflion may not be protracted by iinneceflary delays, when 
the whole kingdom feems prepared for the election of a new 
Parliament ; an event which employs the ayention of all Eu- 
rope : and I am very well pleafed that thi^ opportunity offers, 
of taking again llic fenfe of my people, in uhe choice of a new 
rcpiefentativc ; that the world may fee hc^ much their true 
fentiinents have been miftaken or mifrcprcf^Tlcd : thofe who 
fee and hear only at a diftance, may cafily be^^’n'ipofed upon ; 
and from thence c<^nceivc falfe hopes or fears \ but I am con- 
fident a little time will tffc£lually remove all groundlcfs fur- 
mif s : and it will be found that Great Britain is always rcaily 
to ad that part which the honour aaid iniereft of the nation calls 
upon them to undertake. 


Addrefs hy the Houfe of Commons^ January i8, 173/^. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

w%, your Majefly’s mod dntifjLil and loyal fubjeds, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfcmbled, 
beg leavfe^'to return your Majedy our Iiumbled thanks for your 
mod gracious fpcech from the throne. Wc arc truly fenfiblc 
of your Majedy’s' goodnefs, and IjcarV with the deeped fenfe 
of gratitude, the concern you are pleafed to exprefs f(jr the 
war unhappily begun in Europe; and acknowledge, with the 
highed fatisfadion, this new proof your Majedy has given 
11s of your great wifdom, in waiting, at this nice and critical 
jundufe, the refuk of the councils of thofe powers who are more 
nearly and immediately iiUereilcd in theconfccjiicncesof this war, 
befiire your Majedy makes any final determination for your own 
condud ; not wondering that the fame prudence and precau- 
tion, the fame concern and circumfpedion that have guided and 
dtreded every ftep hitherto taken in your Majedy’s happ^^ and 
aurpicrous reign, Ihould now induce you to take time to exa nine 
the fads alledgcd on both ftdes, and to concert with thofe a/ies 
who arc under the fame engagements with your Majedy, wilu- 
out having taken part in the war, particularly the States Gcne^ 
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S I of the United Provinces^ fuch mcafufcs ds fhall be thought 
oft advifeable for the common fafety, and for reftoring the 
peace of Europe. 

That your Majefty, in all your tranfaftiofts in this great and 
important affair, will have the ftrifteft regard to the honour and 
dignity of your crown and kingdom, and to the true intcreft of 
your people, is what not only your Majefty’s royal affurances, 
but our happy experience of all your Majefty ’s paft'Condu£l, 
leave us no room to doubt. % 

And as we have an entire confidence in your Majefty’s judg- 
ment to difeern, and folicitude to procure the welfare and 
interefts of your fi^bjeds, fo your Majefty may depend upon 
the cffedual fuppori and ready alliftancc of your faithful Com- 
mons, in all fuch m jafurcs as your Majefty (hall find it ncccf- 
fary to enter into,^, for attaining and fecuring thefe great ends. 

And we beg hfavc further to affure your Majefty, that your 
Commons willmiake fuchprovifion for the fafety of your king- 
doms, as the prefent fituation of affairs and exigency of the 
times require ; fuch provifions as fliall eftcdually fecure your 
Majefty *s kingdoms, rights^ and poffcflions, from all infults 
and dangers ; as (hall preferve the refpeft due to the Britidi 
nation abroad, and guard its fafety at home ; that not the leaft 
encouragement may be given to the defperate views of thofe 
who never fail to flatter themfcives with hopes of fome advan- 
tages from public troubles and diforders, and of molefting the 
infcparable interefts of your Majefty and your people. 

eftimates and demands as your Majefty (hall think fit 
to lay before your Commons for the public lervicc, (liall be 
\nmediaicly taken into our confidcration, and your Majefty 
r:,.iy depend on our known zeal for raifing fuch fupplies as 
(hall be neceffary and anfwerable to the prefcni circuinftanccs^ 
with our ufual cheerfuliftfs and approved fidelity, and a due 
regard both to the eafe and intereft of our fellow fubjefts. 

And that the public bulinefs may be difpatchcd with all pro* 
per expedition, and the prefent fcftlon not protraAcd by any 
unneceffary delays, we will endeavour to avoid all heats and 
animofities, and to proceed with that unanimity which tha 
juftice and prudence of your Majefty 's mild and wife govern- 
ment may expeft and claim, and give weight to our delibera- 
tions, and maintain the dignity of Parliament. 
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ll\MajeJi/s Anfvjcr^ yanuary 22^ * 734 - 

Gentlemen, 

I RETURN you \ny thanks for this very dutiful, afFeftionatc, 
and loyal addrefs, and for the confidence you repofe irr me, 
which, you may be aflTurcd, fli&ll always be employed for the 
honour of my crown, and the true intereft of my people. 


A'fpjpige from hh MajcJly to the Hoiije of Commons^ 
March 2 %y I734« 

GlorgeRex. 

■LJIS Majefty very thankfully acknowledges the zeal tiid affec- 
tion which this Houfe has flicwn in the early difpatch they 
have already made in the neceflary fiipplics fo': the public fer- 
vice, which hisMajclly recommended to their ‘hnmediate care 
at the opening of this fcilion. 

But the war which has broke out in Europe ftill unhappily 
continuing, his Majefty has nothing more at heart than to fee 
that flame extinguilhed, and to avoid, if poffible, the engaging 
his fubjefls in the hazards and expenfe of a war ; being, at the 
fame time, defirous neither to give any juft alarm *to other 
nations, nor to fubieft himfelf to any unprovoked infults. 

In this view, fd to the end that his Majcfty*s endeavours, 
in conjundVion with his allies, for procuring an accommoda- 
tion, may, in due lime, have the defired effed, and that 
Majefty may be in a condition to make good fuch engagements, 
as honour, juftice, or prudence, may call upon him to fufil or 
conirat^, and that his kingdoms may not be left expofed to 
any dci’peratc attempts, during fuch time as it may be impofli- 
ble for his. Majefty to have the immcdirite advice and alfiftance 
of his great council, upon any emergency ariling from the pre- 
fent poilurc of Europe, which may nearly concern the intereft 
and fafciy of thefe kingdoms, Majefty hopes that he fhall be 
enabled and Cupported by his Parliament, in making fuch fur- 
ther augmentatioft of his forces, either by fea or land, as may 
be abfolutcly nccelfary tor the honour and defence of his king- 
doms, and in concerting fuch raeafures as the exigency of affairs 
may require ; whatever expenfe (hall be thereby occafioaed, 
(hall be made in as frugal a manner as is poftiblc ; and a*i ac- 
count thereof ihall be laid before the next Parliament. 


His 
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’ His Majejly's mojl gracious Speech, April i6,* 1734, 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

J GIVE you my hearty thanks for the great difpatch you have 
given to the public bufinefs f and for the confidence you 
have repofed in me, for the honour and fccuriiy of my king- 
dom ; fo (hort a felfion, at fo critical and important a coniiinc- 
turc, concluded with fo much unanimity, and fo jull a regard 
for the true inlcred of the nation, will give great weight and 
credit to all our public tranfadlions, and procure that refpeft 
and dependence upo^n the great council of this nation, which, 
arc fo neceflary to fupport the honour and intcrelt of Great 
Britain^ buth at home and abroad. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I miift acfciw^lcdge, in a particular manner, the zeal and 
readinefs -which you have fhewn, in rttifing/i in fo cfFcdhial a 
manner, the neceflary fupplies for the fervice of the year: the 
provifion you have made for paying off great part of liie debt of 
the navy, a debt necelfarily and unavoidably inoiirrcd, and car- 
rying a higher interell than the old national debt ; and which 
being at a difeount, increafed the charge and expenfe in all 
contrads of the navy and vidualling, mult certainly be thought 
of lingular fervice to the public. • ^ 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

time limited for the expiration of this Parliarrient draw- 
ing near, 1 have refolved forthwith to ifliic my prod uraat ion 
for the dilfolving of it, and for calling a new Parliament, 
that the inconveniencics unavoidably attending a general elec- 
tion may be put an end^o as foon as poflihtc : but I ftiould 
think myfdf iiicxcufeable if I parted with this Parliament 
without doing them the juftice to acknowledge the many fignal 
proofs they had given, through the courfe of feven years, of 
their duty, fidelity, and attachment to my perfon and govern- 
ment, and their conflant regard to the true interell: of their 
country. 

The profperity and glory of my reign depend upon the affec- 
tion and happinefs of my people, and the happinefs of my peo- 
ple upon my preferving to them all their legal rights and . 
privileges, as eftablilhcd under the prefent fettleiucnt of th6 
crowjy in the proteflant line : a due execution and flridl obfer- 
van^^ of the laws arc the bell and only fccurity both to fove- 
re»^ and fubjefi ; their interell is mutij^l and infeparable, and 
-nerefore their endeavours for the fupport of each other ought to 
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ht cqnal and rcclpr^al ; any infringement or cncroachmcftf 
upon the rights of cither, is a difninution of the (Irength of 
both ; which, kept within their due bounds and limits, make 
that juft balance which is neceflary for the honour and dignity 
of the crown, and for the proteftion and profperity the 
people: what depends upon me, (hall, on my part, be reli- 
gioufly kept and obferved : anS I make no doubt of receiving 
the juft returns of duty and gratitude from them. 

I muft, in a particular manner, recommend it to you, and 
from your known afFedion, do cx{)eft that you wiP, ufe your 
beft endeavours to heal the unhappy divifions of the nation, 
and to reconcile the minds of all who truly and fincerely wifli 
the fafety and welfare of the kingdom : it would be the greateft 
fatisfaftion to me to fee a perfeft harmony reftored amongft 
them that have one and the fame principle at heart/ that there 
might be no diftinflion, but of fiich as mcan^the fupport of our 
prefent happy conftitution in church and ftate, and fuch as wifh 
to fiibvert both : this is the only diftin6lion that ought to prevail 
in this country, inhere the intereft of king atid people is one 
and the fame, and where they cannot fubfift but by being fo. 
If religion, liberty, and property were never at any time more 
fuljy enjoyed, Viihout not only an attempt, but even the 
ftadow of a defign, to al^er or invade them, let not thefe facred 
names be made ufe of as artful and planftble pretences to un- 
dermine the prefent eftabliflimcnt, under which alone they can 
be fafe. 

I have nothing to will:, but that my people may not be mif- 
guided : I appeal to their own confciences for my concI-.J%, 
and hope the providence of God W'ill direA tiiem in the choice 
of fuch reprefentatives as are moft fit to be Irufted with the 
care and prefervaiion of the proteftant religion, the prefent 
cflabliftimeut, and all the religious a^d civil rights of Great 
Britain. 


And aftertv^rds the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty's com- 
> mand, faid. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is his Majefty’s royal will and pleafure, that this Parlia- 
ment be prorogued to Tuefday, the fourteenth day of May 
next, to be then here held : and this Parliament is accordingly 
prorogued to ruefday, the fourteenth day of May next. 
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Speech by the Lord Chancellor^ January 23 , 1735 . 

My Lords and Gentlemen, • 

TJlSTMajefty hath commanded me to let yon know, that he is 
not pleafed to declare his riafons for calling this Parlia- 
ment, till there be a Speaker of the Houfe of Commons ; and 
therefore it is his Majefty’s plcafure, that you, Gentlemen of 
the H’oufc^of Commons, in!mediately repair to the place where 
the Commons ufually fit, and there chufe a fit perfon to be ybiir 
Speaker \ and that you prefent him whom you fliall fo chufe, 
to his Majefty here, for his royal approbation, on Thurfday, 
the twenty-third of this month, at two ot the clock. 


Speech by Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, 

January 2'^, 17 SS. . 

May it pleafe your mofl: excellent Majcfty, 

Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aflemblcd,^ 
“*■ have, in purfuance of your Maji fly’s dirc6lion, and ac* 
cording to their ancient right, procecdod to the cledion of one 
of their members, to be prefeiued to your Majefty, for their 
Speaker. 

And their choice, Sir, has again fallen upon me for this 
important truft. 

-rWoffice, Sir, which almoft in all times has been deemed 
too important and difficult for any perfon to undertake, with- 
out expreffing his fears and dread of not performing his duty 
in it, and of the State thereby receiving dctiiment through his 
inabilities. * ^ 

A caution, Sir, none can ufe better than they who have ex- 
pericncedthe difficulty ; nor your Majefty *s power of remitting 
your Commons to another choice, be better c.vercifcd than 
where you, Sir, have experienced^a former infufficiency. 

My knowledge fuv^geftsthe one, ;Tiy rear:, liie icr. 

Both make it a matter of duty in me to be an n mblc fur >1 
to your Majefty. 

That, in grace to your faithful Commons, your Mi] ^ 
will be pleaftd to fend them ba.,k to reconfider what J ty .c 
done, <Aid to make choice o*^for..e other pcrion on 
more ^oper than 1 am for their fervicc, and your loyal arpro- 
batio^Ju 


Ss3 
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Chancellor, receiving 
Ma}e(ty, faid, 


Then the tord Chancellor, receiving dirc&ions from his 
Mr. Onslow, 

TJIS Majefty having experienced your ability and integrity In 
the execution of the imporiant office of Speaker of the 
Houfe of Commons, and your zeal for his fcrvice, and for the 
intcrcft of your country, commands me to let you know that 
}ic entirely approves the choice the Commons have made of 
yon to be their Speaker : his Majefty therefore is not pleafed to. 
admit your exenfe, but allows and confirms you to be Speaker. 


Then Mr. Speaker faid : 

TT7HATEVER difficulties, Sir, may attend the execution 
of the office your Majefty has now been^.pleafed to con- 
firm me in, whatever my feiife-may be of my ina'dKlliy to per- 
forin it as I ought, ^il is my duty to fubmit myfclf to your Ma- 
jefty’s commands, and to acknowledge with all gratitude, your 
Majefty’s grace to me, and the high honour 1 receive in this 
promotion ; and to'afTure'your Majefty as I do, of my beft en- 
deavours to difeharge thii^ great truft with impartiality and up- 
irghtncfs of mind, as what 1 am fenfible will beft recommend 
my poor ferviccs to your favourable conftnidlion, and be inoft: 
likely to induce your Majefty’s pardon of my failings and infir- 
mities, which I humbly implore of your Majefty, at Icaft that 
they may be imputed only to me, and in no wife to your fr.i,!. 
ful Commons \ and that your Commons in Parliament may be 
the better enabled to perform their duty to your Majefty and 
their country, I do, in their name, and on their behalf, by 
humble petition to your Majefty, lay plaini to all th^ir ancient 
rights and privileges, particularly that they, their fervants, 
and eftates, may be free from arrefts and all moleftations ; that 
they may enjoy freedom of fpcech for the better management of 
their debates, and have liberty of accefs to your royal perfon, 
when occafion fliall require it ; and that all their proceed- 
ings may rcc^Jive from your Majefty the moft benign inter- 
pretatio>i. 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty’s further com- 
mands, faid, 

MV. Speaker, 

^UIS Majefty is fully fatisfied of the duty and afieflion of *he 
Houfe of Commons, and of their diferetion and temper ' 
'his Majefty therefore ve;’y readily grants them all their privi- 
leges 
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kgcs, in as ample a manner as they have af any time been granted 
or allowed by any of his royal prcdeceflbrs. 

As to what you have defircd with regard to yourfelf, his Ma- 
jefty will always put the moft favour:*ble*conftruaion upon 
your'words and aftions, in the execution of your duty, if you. 
Sir, who are fo converfant in the rules and ufages of Parlia- 
hicnt, fliould ever (land in need of it. 


His Majejiy^s moji gracious Speech ^ January 27, 1735* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

'^1 ^HE prefent poflure of affairs in Europe is fo well known 
to yo4i all, and the good or bad confequenccs that may 
arife and affe6t us, from the war being cxtinguiihed or being 
carried on, arc (b obvious, that I am perfuaded you arc met to- 
gether fuHjpprtfjiared and determined to difeharge the great truft 
repofed in you, at this critical conjun6Uirc, iti fuch a manner as 
will beft contribute to the honour and inlercft of my crown and 
people. 

I opened the laft feiTion of the late Parliament, by acquaint- 
ing them, that, as I was no ways eng^ed, but by my good of- 
fices, in the tranfadlions that were declared to be the principal 
caufes and motives of the prefent war in Europe, it was ne- 
cefTary to ufe more than ordinary •prudence and circumfpedion, 
and utmolf precaution, not to determine too haitily upon 
^ ^'.•<kical and important a conjunflurci to cxaminelhe fails al - 
ledged on both (ides ; to wait the refult of the councils of thofe 
povveri^that arc more nearly and immediately interefted in the 
confequcnces of the war ; and particularly to concert with the 
States General of the ynited Provinces, who are under the 
fame engagements with me, fuch mcafurcs as (hould be thought 
mod advifcablc for our common fafety, and for redoring the 
peace of Europe. 

We have accordingly proceeded, in this great affair, with 
the mutual confidence which fubfids between me and that re- 
public; and having confidered together, on one fide, the pref- 
ling applicanons made by the imperial court, both here and in 
Holland, for obtaining fuccours againd the powers at war with 
the Emperor, and the repeated profeilions made by the allies, 
on the- other fide, of their fincere difpofltion to put an end to 
the pr^^^fent troubles upon honourable and folid terms, I con- 
currea in a refolution, taken by the Slates General, to em- 
ploy , without lofs of time, our joint and earned indances to 
b ng matters to a fpeedy and happy accommodation, before wc 
fhould come to a determination upon the fuccours demanded by 
, S fi 4 , ^ tho 
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the Emperor: thefe ififtatices did not at (irft produce fuch ex^ 
plicit anfwerc from the contending parties, as to enable us to 
put immediately in execution our impartial and fincere de- 
fires for that piirnofe: refolved, however, to purfuc fo great 
and falutary a wonc, and to prevent our fubjeds from being 
unneceiiarily involved in war^ we renewed the offer of our 
good offices in fo effefiual a manner, as to obtain an accepta- 
tion of them. 

In confequence of this acceptation, and of our declaration 
made thereupon to the refpedlivc powers engaged in the war, 
no time has been loll in taking fuch meafuresas (hoiild be moll 
proper, to make the bell ufe of their good difpolitions for re- 
cftablifhing the tranquillity of Europe; and I have the fatis- 
faftion to acquaint you, that things are now brought to fo 
great a forwardnefs, that I hope, in a (hort time, a plan will 
be offered to the confideration of all the parties engaged in 
the prefent war, as a balls for a general negoti ition of peace ; 
in which the honour and intereft of all parties have’ been con- 
fultdH, as far as the circnmllances of time and the prefent 
poflure of affairs would permit. • 

I do not take upon me to anfv/er for the fuccefs of a nego- 
tiation where fo many different interefts are to be confidcred 
and reconciled ; but w'hs^n a proceeding is founded upon rea- 
fon, and formed from fuch lights as can be had, it had been 
inexcnfable not to have attempted a work which may produce 
infinite benefits and advantages, and can be of no prejudice, 
if we do not fuffer ourfelvcs to be fo far amufed by hopes that 
may poflibly be afterwards difappointed, as to leave onrJl'ivcS 
expoied to real dangers. " ^ 

I have made ufe of the powder which the late Parliament en- 
tniftcd me w'ith, with great moderation, and I have concluded 
a treaty with the crown of Denmark, -of great importance in 
the prefent conjnn6lure : it is impollible, when all the courts of 
Europe are bufy, and in motion, to fecurc to themfclvcs fuch 
fnpports as time and occafion may requite, for me to fit ftill, 
and negledl opportunities which, if once loll, may not only 
be irretrievable, but turned as greatly to our prejudice, as they 
will prove to tuir advantage, by being fcafonably fecured, and 
•which, if ncgle£ltd, would have been thought a jufl caufe of. 
complaint : this heceffary confidence, placed in me, has given 
great weight to my endeavours for the public good, 

Gentlem<jn of the Houfe of Commons, 


I have ordered the accounts and eftimates to be preparea pnd 
|aid before you, of fuch extraordinary expenfes as were i.''- 
furred hil year, and of •fuch fcrvices as 1 think highly necef- 
' fary 
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fary to be carried on and provided for; aijd whatever additional 
charges fliall be found neceffary fliall be reduced, •as foon as it 
can be done confiftently with the common fecurity. 

And, as the treaty with the crown of Denmark is attended 
with Jin expenfc, 1 have ordered the fame* to be laid before 
you. ^ ^ 

I m:ikc no doubt but I (hall lind in this Hoiifc of Commons 
the fame zeal, duty, and affedlion, as I have experienced 
through the whole courfe of my reign ; and that you will raife 
the necettary fupplics with* cheerfulnefs, unanimity, and dif- 
patch. 

The fenfe of the nation is heft to be learned by the choice of 
their repreft ntatives; and I am perfuaded that the behaviour 
and conduft of my faiilifiil Commons will demonflrate to all 
the world the unlhakcn fidelity and attachment of my good 
fubjefls to my perfon and government. 

db' and Gent Icmeii, 

It is our happinefs to have continued hitherto in a (late of 
peace; but, whilft many pf the principal powers of Europe 
are engaged in war, the confcqucnccs muft more or lefs atlVcl 
us ; and, as the heft concerted mcallires are liable to uncer- 
tainty, we ought to be in readinei's^ and prepared againft all 
events; and it our expenfes are, in fomc degree, incrcafeJ, 
to prevent greater, and fuch as, if once entered into, it would 
be difficult to fee the end of, I hope my good fubjecls will not 
repine at the necelTary means of procuring the bleflings of 
• p'RrEe, and of univerfal tranquillity, or of putting ourfelvcs in 
a condition to aft that part which it may be ncceifary and in- 
cumbent upon us to take. 


Addrefs to his Majejiy hy the Houje of Commons ^ Jan, 28, 1735. 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

T^E, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aflcmbled, 
beg leave to return our humblell thanks for your Majefiy’s ivioft 
gracious fpccch from the throne, and to acknowledge, in the 
moft grateful manner, your Majclly’s tender and affeftionatc 
concern for the welfare of youi pct)ple, in fteadily purfuin^ 
fucf| meafures as have tended towards peace and accommoda- 
tion, rather than to involve too precipitately this kingdom, and 
all Europe, in a general and bloody war. 

Among lb many differing interefts and contending powers, 
engaged in the prefent war, it is your Majefty’s wifdom and 

good- 



( H '4 ) 

goodnefs alone which coiiM have fccured to us our prcfent 
happy fituation ; and the crown of Great Britain could never 
appear with greatei hono ur anr! Iiiftre than by your MajcHy’s 
hiterpofing your good oHiccs between ^hc ctintcnrlin^ p Tties; 
ind. as they have received them with due refpedl, wc canuot 
but nope their own^)rudcncc \yill help to complete fodefirablc 
a work. 

It is our duty, and wc bc^ leave to cxpreTs the preatefl: gra- 
titude to your Majcfty ior the care aiuKimccai which rr -lit 
have attended your un wearied ^ diavonrs, ho:h in beginning 
and carrying on thole good oliKc. , ^vhich, b^ing accepted, 
have brought things to (o great a forwardnefs, that a plan, in 
concert with the States Gcu' ral, may, in a Ibort time, be of- 
fered to the confidcraiion of all the powers engaged in tlie 
war; wdtich, notwithlianding the great dilTicultics that mull 
attend fo great a work, may ferve for the bans of a general 
negotiation of peace, confiiteni v- ith the honoiW-'^v'* inteveft 
of all parties, as as the cirenmflances of time and the prc- 
fent fituation of affairs will permit. 

If ihcfe meafurcs, concerted for the common repofe and 
tranquillity of all Europe, fhould unhappily meet with any 
cUfappointment, your Majefty’s v\if(loia and care muft he ac- 
knowledged to have dcfervtd that fuccefs which the vvifcil conn-» 
lels cannot always command ; but, whatever the event may be, 
we beg leave to allure your Majcily, That this Houfe will 
cheerfully and cftedlually raife fnch fiipplics as fliall be nccef- 
fary for the honour and fecurity of your Majelly and tlj^^'* 
kingdoms, and enable your Majcfly to adl that part which ho- 
nour and jnlVicc, and the true intereft of your people, Hull call 
upon your Majclty to undertake. 


His Majcjlfs Anfwcr^ January 31, 1735. 
Gentlemen, 

T RETURN you my thanks fdr this dutiful and loyal addrefs: 
-■ I depend entirely upon your fidelity and affedlion, and your 
due regard to the public welfare, that I fhall be fupported in 
fiich meafures as I may be obliged to purfiic ; and you may be 
^Rured that the honour and intcrefl of my crowm and people 
ihall be the rule and guide of all my adions and refolu- 
tionSk 


Mcffa^e 
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Mejfage from bis Majejiy^ A 4 arch 26, 1735- 
George Rex. 

UlS Majefty having taken notice, that the hofpital at 
Greenwich is not yet completed, and being wry (cnfiblc 
of the ufefulnefs of finifhing that building, for the reccpth\ii 
of a further number of fcamcn worn out and become dccre- 
pid in the fervice of their country ; recommends it 10 the con- 
fideration% of this Hoiife to make fome provifion for the per- 
fc£ling a work which is fo much to the honour of the king- 
dom, and has already received frequent marks of the regard of 
the Houfe ot Commons to fo good and national a defign. 


Hh Maj>Jiy‘s moji gracious Speech^ Alay 15, 1735- 
My LW/S and Gentlemen, 

J AM glad tfie bufinefs of this fefTion* of Parliament is 
brought to fuch a conclufion, that I have now an op- 
portunity of giving you fomc rcccfs, after the great pains you 
nave taken in the fervice of your country: on this occaiion, 1 
muft, in. juflice, return you my thanks for the many inllaiices 
you have given me of your duty and affeflion to iny perfon 
and government, and for the nccefl’ary provifions you have 
made for the public fecurity, a*s far as the immediate circum- 
ifanccs of affairs might require. 

’Tr^have confidered, with great care and attention, the prefent 
fituation of Europe, and *duly weighed the confeqiicnccs that 
may arife from the progrefs of the war, cither by means of 
its becoming more general, or continuing only to be carried on 
between the powers alra^idy engaged. 

An accommodation of ihcfc unhappy troubles appeared to 
be the heft means to prevent the dangers that are to be appre- 
hended on either fide : in this view', a plan of paciHcation was 
concerted between me and the Statcb General, with great im- 
partiality, and not without rcafonablc grounds to hope for fuc- 
cefs, although it hath not had the defired effedl. 

But all further refolutions to be taken in this important and 
critical conjundturc, muft be principally determined by future 
events; this makes it impoiliblc for me at prefent to take the 
previous advice and concurrence of my Parliament, in fuch 
ineafures as may become abfolutely ncceffary to be entered 
into : but you miay be affured that my conftant concern for the 
public welfare, the liberties of Europe, and in particular for 
the felicity and fecurity of thefc will never fuffer 

me 
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me to take any fteps bet fitch as the honour and intereft of my 
crown and people (hall call tor and juftify ; and in the purfuit 
of thefe great and defirable ends I do, with the beft-groiindcd 
confidence, promirig mylelf your zealous and aiFeflionate fup- 
port. 

Gentlemen of the Honfe df Commons, 

I return you my hearty thanks for the fupplies you have, 
with fo much cheerfulncfs and difpgtch, granted for the fer- 
vice ot the current year; which have been fo efFe£luali'y raifed, 
and accompanied with fo feafonablc an augmentation of our 
forces by lea and land, that I (hall be in a condition to make 
life of them in the moll advantageous manner for the public 
fervice, as any occafion that may happen to arife ^(ball re* 
quire. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The conduct and prudence of this Parliament, 111 a time of 
fo great diHiculty, Cannot. be enough commended; the pofture 
of affairs before us required all pollible refolution, joined with 
caution, neithci to be unwarily involved in the prefent diftur- 
bances, nor to remain unprovided againft thofe dangers which 
are too obvious to ftaud m need of any explanation, and may 
cither direflly or remotely aftecl ur. 

As I think it neccllary this fummer to vifit my dominions in 
Germany, it is my intention to iippoint the Qiieen Regent here, 
during my abfence, of whofe juU and prudent adminiftration 
you have, on the like occafion, had expciience: let me eaf^ 
Jieftly recommend it to you to render the burden of this 
wciglity trull as eafy to her as polfiblc, by making it your con* 
Ham lludy and endeavour, as I am furc it is your inclination, 
to prelcrvc the peace of the kingdom, and to difeountenance 
and fupprefs all atieniiHs to raife gronndlefs difeontents in the 
minds ot my people, whofe happinefs hath always been, anc^ 
fliall ccniiiuie, my daily and uninterrupted care. 


Then the Lord 'Chancellor, by his Majefty's commarKl,, 

faid. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

iT is his Majelly’s royal will and pleafurc, that this Par- 
fiunient be prorog icd to Thurfday, the tweltth day of June 
next, to be then hero held : and this Parliament is accordingly 
pVJi(ugued to Thurfday, ilic twelfth day of June next. 


ir:^ 
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His Majcfiy's mojl graticus Speech, yanuary 15, 1736. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^T^IjfE happy turn which the affairs of*Europc have evi- 
dently taken, fince the end of the laft feffon of Parlia- 
ment, muft, I am perfuaded, give you all, as it does me, the 
greateft fatisfaftion. 

I acquainted you then,^ that a plan of pacification, con- 
certed between me and the States General ot the U idled Pro- 
vinces, had been propofed to the parties engaged in the war, 
which had not the efte£l to prevent the opening of the cam- 
paign: the armies took the field, and the w'ar was carried on, 
in lomc parts, in fuch a manner as to give very jull apprehen- 
fions, thafit would unavoidably become general, from an ab- 
folute necertity of preferving that balance of power, on wliich 
the fafety and commerce of the maritime powers fo much 
depend. 

This confidefation determined me to perfevere, jointly with 
the States, in repeating oii» molt carnclt inftanccs to the con- 
tending parlies to agree to an arm ill ice, and to enter into a 
negotiation for obtaining a general peace, upon the bafis of the 
plan we had propofed to them. » 

Whilft affairs coniiinicd iii this ftatc of deliberation, tlic heat 
and fury of the war abated ; and the Emperor, and the molt 
Chriilian King, in confcqnc ncc*ot tl’.eir repeoed profclllons of 
a fincerc difpofition to put an end to the w^ai by an honourable 
aiiti'rolid peace, concerted and agreed upon ccrl^uii preliminary 
articles toanfwcr that molf dclirable end: an armifticc is lince 
agreed to by all the panics engaged in the war: and the con- 
trafling powers, in regard to ihe gocnl ollices cmp»o)cd by me 
and the States, have c^imiinicatcd to us by ilicir refpeflive 
minifters, the pretTminaries, defn ing our concurrence for 
effefluating a general pacification upon the terms thereby fli- 
pulated. 

It appearing, upon due exanfination, that ihefe articles do 
not effenlially vary from the plan propyofed by me aiul the 
States, nor contain any tiling prejudicial to the equilibre of 
Europe, or to the rights and intcreds of our refpeflive fiibjcfls, 
we have thought fit, in pnrfuancc of oiir coiiltant purpofe to 
contribute our utmoft towards a general pacification, to de- 
clare, by a joint rcfolution, to the courts of Vienna and 
France, our approbation of the faid preliminaries, and our 
readinefs to concur in a treaty to be made for bringing them to 
perfefliom 

' Thcfc 
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Thefc preliminaries have been likewife communicated to the 
Kings of Spain^ and of Sardinia; and, although thofe princes 
have not as yet, in form, declared their final refolutions upon 
them, there is grejt rcafon to believe, that the love of peace* 
their avowed difpofitions for putting an end to the troubles of 
Kuropc, and the amicable iinerpolition of common friends, 
will prevail upon them to agree to what has been thus con- 
certed, upon reafonable fecurity given them for the peaceable 
pofleifion and enjoyment of the countries allotted to them.* 

In tbefe circumllances, my firfl care was to cafe thfc burdens 
of my pcoph.*, as foon and as far as the prefent pofhire of affairs 
would pei niil : I have therefore ordered a confidcrable reduction 
lobe made of my forces, both by fea and land; and, if the in- 
fluence of the crown of Great Britain, and the refpeft due to 
this nation, have had any lharc in compoling the prefent trou- 
bles in Europe, or preventing new ones, I am perfuaded you 
will be of opinion, that it will be ncceilliry to cojiJ^nuc fomc 
extraordinary expenfe, until there be a more pcrfedl reconci- 
liation among the fevcralpowcrs of Europe. 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Conimons, 

I have ordered the proper officers to lay before you the cfli- 
mates for the fcivicc of tjic current year; and I make no doubt 
but mydelire to make the charge of the public as low as pof- 
fiblc, will find in you the fame readinefs to grant the ncccliary 
ftipplics with chccrfulncfs and unanimity. 

My Lords and Cicntlcmm, 

I am willing to hope, this plcafing profpeft of peace abroad 
will greatly contribute to peace and good harmony at home. 
Let that example of temper and moderation, which has fo hap- 
pily calmed the fpirits of contending princes, banifli from 
among you all iniclfinc difeord and df!!cr^<on. Thofe, who 
truly vvilli the peace and profpcrlty of their country, can never 
have a more favourable opportunity than now offers, of dillin- 
guilhing thcmfclvcs, by declaring their faiisfa^^fion in the pro- 
grefs already made towards feftoring the public tranquillity, 
and in promoting what is (till neccifary to bring it to pcrfe(!:lion« 


Addrefs to his Alajejly hy the Houfi of Commons^ 16* 1736* 
Moil gracious Sovereign, 

your Majeftv's mod dutiful and loyal fiibjefls, th« 
^ Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament affembled* ' 
return your Majelly our unfeigned thanks for your moft gra* 
Clous rptK.‘ch from the throne. 

Wc 
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We are truly fcnfiblc of your Majeftyjs early endeavours to 
put an end to the war; and can never enough admire the Ifcadjp 
applij liijn with vhich you putfued that great work, by tho 
joint interpofition of the good offices of your, Majcfty and«tlio 
States General. 

And it is with the warmeft gfatitude w'c acknowledge your 
MujeUy’s pariicubr care and circumfpedlion in all your pro- 
ceedings, not to iiuolvc this nation nnnecelVarily in the war, 
when, at the fame time, your Majcfty Ihewcd yon were not 
infcnliblc of the imminent danger that threatened the liberties 
of Kiiropc, from a longer continuance of it upon fo unequal a 
foot; a condii6l w'hcrein your Majcfty plainly proved you 
equally confultcd the immediate intcrclts of your people, and 
that balance of power in huropc, upon which the fafety and 
commerce of this nation fo much depend; at once faving this 
nation from all the prefent calamities of war, and trying to 
avert the .j^utiirc neceility of its being at lad obliged to lake its 
lhare and hazard in them. 

We cannot but be lennbleof your Majcfty *.s wifdom and im- 
partiality in forming the plan of pacification, propofedby your 
Majcfty and the Stales General to the powers engaged in the 
war; which, although not immediately accepted by the con- 
tending parties, nor anfvvcringthc delited efteft, by preventing 
the opening of the campaign, has been fo far adopted, that the 
mort liurcnal and eHeniial parts of it have been agreed toby the 
princes originally and principally concerned in this rupture, 
and recommended by them to their allies, as preliminary arti- 
cles to a general pacilication. 

Upon this happy turn the affairs of Europe have taken, we 
moft heartily congratulate with your Majcfty; and when we 
con Oder the alVuranccs yonr Ma jcify lias been gracioufly pleafcd 
to give us, titat thef^ti^iminaiies do not cftentially vary from 
the plan of pacification concerted by your Majefty and the States 
General, and the ready approbation )our Majcfty and the 
States General have given of them; a juft confidence in your 
wifdom, and the expeiience w'c h*avc of your conftant and pa- 
ternal care of the true intcreft of your people, through the 
whole courfe of this great and intricate work, leave us not the 
leaft room to entertain a doubt, but that the preliminary condi- 
tions of this pacification, fo founded, and fo approved, will 
give general fatisfadlion ; in which pcrfuafion we arc further 
confirmed, by the great probability there appears to be of their 
being accepted and agreed to by all the powers engaged in the 
war. 

The early regard your Majcfty has been gracioufly pleafcd 
foihew to the welfare of your people, "in taking the firft oppor- 
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ftmiry, on this great nnd fortunate event, to lighten the burden 
of tlh ir expenfes, by making a reduflion of your forces, both 
by fea and land, is fiich a mark of your care in confiilting their 
iniercft, and of jjpur tender concern for their eafe, that we 
fhould be as mijult to our own gratitude, as to your Majefty*s 
goodiicfs, if we^ fail to teftify^the one, and acknowledge the 
other, in the llrongell and mofl; dutiful manner: and as we 
look upon this, added to all the other mcafiires of your glorious 
and happy reign, as a proof that the eftimates for the prefent 
year will be proportioned to the fituation of affairs, and the 
purpofes to which they (hall be found ncccffary; fo we beg 
leave to afl'urc your Majcfty, that we W'ill cheerfully and effec- 
tually raife fiich fiipplics, as the pollure of our prefent happy 
circunillances fhall require, and fufficient to fuppqrt the dig- 
^nity of the crown, and the honour and intcreft of your Majefty’s 
fubjc^ls and dominions. 

And, if fuch motives could w'ant any additional cirrumftance 
to excite us to fulfil our duty to your Majefty and our country, 
the rcfledlion on tlic grtod cffedls tlie extraordinary fupplies 
granted the laft year to your Majefty muft have had In contri- 
buting to bring this long-laboured work to fo happy an ilTuc, 
joined to the conl’cioufncfs of the influence your Majefty’s 
couruil.s niull ever have >11 the affairs of Europe, whilft a loyal 
Parliament fliev^s itielf Jetcrmiiicd to fupport the refolulions 
of a wife and cautious prince, cannot fail fo operate with their 
due w’ciglit, in making us perfevere in our endeavours to give 
a luflre to yiiir Majelly’s reign abroad, equal, if pofliblc, to 
the happincis w t enjoy from it at home. 


i/’v ^ yn/j\Viry Jayiuqry 19, 

Gentlemen, 

1 RETURN you my thanks for this dutiful and loyal addrefs. 
* I am very well plcafed thrfi my endeavours to reltore the 
public tranquillity^ hav(‘ met with your approbation; and you 
may be allured my future care (hall be employed to the utmoft 
of my power, to render the peace of Europe perfedi and laiting, 
and 10 make you a flouriiliiiig and happy people. 


llh 
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His AlajcJlys mcji gracious Speech^ May^Q^ *7 36# 

My Lords and Gentlemen, ^ 

T^HE difpatch you have civen to the public biifinefs, and the 

advanced feal'on of the yea*, make it proper to put an end 
to this feHion of Parliament. 

I acquainted you at your firft meeting, that preliminary 
articles had been concluded between the Emperor and the moll 
Chriilian King; lince which time, a furtlvr convention, con- 
cerning the execution of them, hath been made, and communi- 
cated to me by both thefe courts; and negotiations are carrying 
on by the feveral powers engaged in the late war, in order t6 
fettle the general paciiication. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I return you my thanks for the provifions you have made for 
the fcrvice of the current year: you can pever better recom- 
mend yourfelves to my edeem, and to'thc good opinion of thofe 
you reprefent, than by rafling the fupplies neceflary for the 
fupport of my government, and for the fervice of the public, 
in a manner the mod efFedlual, and the lead burdenfome to 
my people. * 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It is a great concern to me, to fee fuch feeds of diirenfion 
Town among my good people, as, if not timely prevented, may 
prove very prejudicial to the peace and quiet of my kingdoms: 
it is my defire, and (hall Le my care, to preferve the prefent 
conditution in church and date, as by law edablifhed, perfeft 
and entire, and not to countenance any attempts to the preju- 
dice of cith ex: harmony, and mutual a:fte£lion among all 

the protedanis of tl)is nation, have been the great fecurity of 
the prefent happy cdablilhment, from the Revolution to this 
lime: by this united drengih, they will be able to refid the fci- 
cret and open attempts of our common enemies; but, divided, 
they may become a prey to them: my protgdion (hall be im- 
partially difpenfed to all my fubjedts, in the full enjoyment of 
their religious and civil rights; let it be your care, by your 
condud in your feveral dations, to make my endeavours for 
your common happinefs eiFedlual. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It being neceflary for me to vifit my dominions in Germany 
again this year, 1 have refolved to appoint the Queen Regent 
here during my abfence: the experielice you have already had 
VoL. I. T t of 
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of her juft and prudefit adminiftration, 1 doubt not, en- 
gage you all to make the weight of the public affairs as cafy to 
her as her wife condudl will render the government agreeable 
to you: and this k recommend to you in a particular manner. 


And afterwards the Lord Chanccllorv by his Majefty’s com- 
mand, faid, V 
My Lords and Gcnlleincn, 

IT is liis Majcfly’s royal will and pleafiire, that this Parlia- 
ment he pr.)ri)i;ucd to Thurfday, the 2(jth day of July next, 
to be then here held: and this Parliament is accordingly pro- 
rogued to 'ri.iirriay, the iyth day of July next. 


Spcich hy t:.c Lord CianttHory Fibnuuy i, 17J7. 

My Lords and (jeiillemcn, • 

are coninianded by his M.ijclly to lei you know, that 
as U is not oonvenunt for his IVIajcfty to be prefent here 
this djy in hi-* roy.il p«’il<>n, he has been plcafed, by letters 
patent under llie great i*’‘al, to authorize his royal highnefs the 
Prince of Wale-', and icvcial lords tlicrcin mentioned, to do 
evciy dung In tlie name oj his Majofiy, winch ought to be done 
on the part of hi^ ^,aJcll y, in ifiis Parliament, us may more fully 
appeal hy the letters patent. 

Then the fuld letters patent being read, a\hicli were to the 
above pm port, the I.ord Chancellor, as one of the com- 
niillioners, made the following fpccch to both Houfes ot 
Parliament, ^ 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

IN purfuanceof the authority given us, by his Majefty’s com- 
miftion under the great feal, amongll other things, to declare 
the caufesef his holding this Parliament, we are, by his Ma- 
jefty’s command, in the full place, to obferve to you, that his 
Majefty acquainted you laft year, that he had, in conjundion 
with the States General, given his approbation of certain pre- 
liminary articles concerted and agreed upon between the Lm- 
peror and France, for reftoring the peace of Europe ; and that 
a further convention, concerning the execution of them, had 
been communicated to him by both thofc courts; and that nc- 
gotiatious were carrying on by the feveral powers engaged in 
the late w'ar, in order to fettle the general pacification. 


We 
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We arc now commanticd by his R-Lijcfty to inform you, 
that the refpedive ads oi' cc-ilion being cxdiangcj, and orders 
given tor the evacuaticni and poTcdion of the feveral i:«>untrics 
and pl.uvs by tl-c pow ers conccTnedj accoi ling to the allotment 
and.dir|H*liih>fi of the preliminary articles? ll’c great woikof 
re-e(iabliihing the guicial tranrjnillity is far advanced; how- 
ever, it i*' ids Majcity’s opiiiioli, that common pi nd' iice calls 
upon us to be very atlcnlivc to, and obfeive the fmal conclu- 
fion of, tins new fcltleincnt of fuch confidciable j-arls of Lu- 
rupe: it js to be hoped, that a general and i.u'Hiig tranquillity 
will follow thi»'^ jcdiinlion of peace; auvl that the icnewal of 
fricndfhip and alliances, tor the prefervotion of it, among the 
leveral prin ces and pov'ors of Europe, vn.\ remove all clangcis 
and apprehrid'ot' ^ < i any new troubles and diforders; but his 
;TpprcliC.ids, that an indolent fcci lily, and toogicat a 
ilii; .^ard to future events, may occalion mifcliicfs more eafy to 
be prevented than to be remedied ; and that it would be very 
unadvif^iblc to leave oiirfelves in fo defencelcfs a condition, as 
t) encourage ahy enteipiifcs which >hc effemies to tlic public: 
peace may have vainly fuggerted, and llattcred thcmfelvcs >vith 
t!ie hopes of. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

His Majefly has ordered the proper officers to lay before yon 
the elliinates for the ferviee of the current year. As foon as the 
circiimflances of the times would permit, his Majefly was 
pleafed to make fuch a rcdudlion of fome part of »!ic public cjt- 
penfes, for the eafe of his people, as was coniillent with tlie 
peace and fafetyofhis kingdoms, the fccuriiy of our commerce, 
and the honour and intercTl of the nation. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

His Maj^ft5r MS^Gfen gracioufly pleafed to direft us to ac- 
quaint you, that he hath feen, with the greatcfl fatisfadlion, 
the unwearied application of this Pailiament in framing good 
laws, for advancing the profpeiity and fcGuring the welfare of 
his loving fubjeds; and that it hath been one of his Majefty's 
principal cares to enforce them, by a due Acecution, with the 
ftrideft regard to the rights and properties of his people; t\o 
invafion whereof ran, with any colour, be fiiggeftcd by the 
mod. malicious enemies of the prefent eftablifhme it: whilft 
this hath been our condition, his Majefly cannot but obferve, 
that it muft be matter of the utmod furprife and concern to 
every true lover of his country, to fee the many contrivances 
and attempts carried on, in various (hapes, and in different 
parts of the nation, tumultuoufly totrefid and obdrodl the 

T t a «c«»ign 
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ecution of the laws, i^'ind to violate the peace of the kingdom : 
thefe difturlxirs of the public repofe, confeiousthat the intereds 
of his Majefly and his people arc the fame, and of the good 
harmony which l^appily fublifts between him and his Parlia- 
ment, have levelled their feditton againdboth; and, in their 
late oTiiragcs, have either direflly oppofed, or, at lead, en- 
deavoured to render incdeflual fome a£ls of the whole legif- 
latiire: his Majclly, in his great wifdom, thinks it affords a 
pnelancholy profpedl, to confider ,to what height thefe auda- 
cious pradlires luay rife, if not timely fiipprcfled; and that it 
defervesno fmall attention, that they may go on to afteft pri- 
vate perfons in the quiet enjoyment of their property, as well 
'as the general peace and good order of the whole : his Majedy 
apprehends it to be unnecednry to inlargc upon a fubjc£l of this 
nature; and therefore hath commanded us barely to mention it 
to ymi, who, hy the conllant tenor of your condufl have 
fhewn, that yon conliiler the fupport of his authority^ and the 
fecuriiy of his government, as infeparablc from the prefervation 
of the public tranquillity and your own fafety. 


Ad(ht' fs to hU Ahijtjiyhy the Houfe of Commons ^ FA. 2 , 1737- 
Mud gracious Sovereign, 

"ITT/E, your Majelly’s mod, dutiful and loyal fubjefis, the 
^ Commons of Great iiritain, in Parliament affcmbled, 
return your Majedy our mod humble thanks for the fpecch 
delivered, by your Majelty’s command, to both Houfes of Par- 
liament. 

We fee, with great fatisfadion, the happy profpc£l of the 
final concinlion of the general pacification of Europe: and, 
when we remember your Majedy's 11 rlcd endeavours to 
pi*cvent this nation from being involved in the calamities of a 
dedru£livc war; and your cundant application in contributing, 
to the utmod of your power, towards the great work of re- 
ftoring peace, from the lender care and concern which your 
Majedy has always fhewn for the future peace and profperity 
of your people, as well as for the common w'elfare of man- 
kind, we make no doubt but that your Majedy will continue 
to co-operate with your good allies, that the conclufion of 
the peace may be attended with a general and lading tran- 
quillity. 

Duty and gratitude to your Majedy,. and a due regard to 
our own intereds and fecurity, will engage us not to negleft 
khy neceflary precautions which may bed conduce to enable 
"your Majedy to dlfappoint and defeat all grdundlefs hopes and 
3 cxpcc- 
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cxpe£lations which the dcliulcd enemies :of the public peace, 
may have vainly fiiggclla) and flattered ; hem rdves' with. 

And we beg leave to allure your Majclfy, that wc will 
cheerfully and clfc« 3 ually udfc the fupplici^neceirary for the 
fervice of il;e current year ^ and fupporl your Majclly in all 
fuch mcafurcs as liiall be tound|requilite to preferve the peace 
and fcifciy of the kiiig lom, the fccurity of our commerce, and 
the honour and intcreiib of your Majeilv and your dominions. 

Moll, gracious Sovereign, 

Your faithful Commons cannot, without a’ juft indignation, 
obferve the fpirit of fadion and fedition which has lately mani- 
fefted itfelf in traducing and mifreprefenting the legiilature, 
in contemnijig all authority, and in open defiance of tlie laws 
of the land. 

It is with the higheft fenfe of duty and gratitude v. e acknow- 
ledge yoig MajcHy’s goodnefs, not only in your ready concur- 
rence to all fuclj whole fomc laws as have been from time to 
time prepared by your Parliament, but in your conftant care to 
enforce them by a due txccifiion, with the Itrifteft regard to the 
rights and properties of your people, and without the leaft co- 
lour or (liadow of any ciefign or attempt to ftretch or violate the 
known laws of thi^ realm. * 

We cannot fiiHiciently exprefs our abhorrence of the many 
wicked and dctcftable pra^ftices* vyhich the diftiirbersof the pub- 
lic repofe have fccretly fomented, and openly carried on, in 
tumultiioully refiftiiigand obftrudingthe execution of the laws, 
and violating the peace of the kingdom. 

And wc, your faithful Commons, do alTure your Majcfty, 
that being fully perfuaded that the prefervation of the public 
tranquillity, and our own fafety, arc infcparable from the fe- 
ciirity of voi^^ goYfifcaicnt. we will fupport your royal autho- 
rity, in fupprefling and fubduing all feditious and riotous at- 
tempts that threaten the very being of our happy conilitiition, 
and the utter rubverfion of thofe liberties which have been 
made the fpecious pretence for committing thefe outrageous 
diforders. , 


Mcjfagt from bis Majefiy^ Aiay a4, 1737' 

George Rex. 

Tl IS Majefty hath been pleafed to direA, that letters patent 
be prepared for granting 50,000/. per annum to the Prin* 
Cefs of Wales, for her jointure, in^cafe (he furvivc tbjS 
Prince ; hut, it not being in his Majcfty *s power toes^tend thie^^ 
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provifion to the Pri^cefs beyond his own life, his Maj ey 
hopes that you will think it rcafonablc to enable him to make 
this provifion for the Princtfs certain andfccure to her, during 
the term of her OMjn life. 


Hh Mojtj}y5 mnj} y^raciom Speahy Jutie 21, J737* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, ** 

"I AM come to put an end to this fnffion of Parliament, that 
^ yon may he at liberty to retire into your fcvoral countries, 
and, in your proper flaiions, to promote the pcaee and welfare 
of the kingdom. 

I return you my thanks for the partic’.dar proofs you have 
fi\en me of your afletSlinn and rcgaul to my ptiTon and ho- 
i.our; and hope the v, ildonr and jultice v\hi. hyoii luvelhevMi, 
upon fomc extra idinary incidents, Will prevent all liioiight of 
the like attempts fer ihcjuiurc. 

The condiuS of this Parliament has been fo uniform in all 
your d diberations upon public affair^, that it would be asiinjuft 
not to acknowledge it, as it is unncccllarv to eiumicrate the 
fovcral particulars. , 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

Your care, as well in raifirg the fupplics uccefTary for the 
fcrvici^ of the current ) :ar, as in doing it in the manner the 
leap giievoiis and burch nfomc to my people, is a frcfli iidbnce 
of your equal concern for the fupport of my government, and 
for the true intcreft of your country. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You cannot be infenfible what juft offence the 

liccntioi'.fncfs of the prefent times, under the colour and difguife 
of liberty, gives to all honeft and fober men, and how abfo- 
lutcly necelfavy it is to reftrain this excellivc abufe by a due and 
vigorous execution ot the laws; defiance of all authority, con- 
tempt of magiflrai'ry, and even refillancc of the laws, are be- 
come toogciieial, although equally prcjud-icial to the preroga- 
tive of the crown, and liberties of the people, the fupport of 
the ( nc being infeparablc from the protection of the other. I 
have made the laws of the land the conftaht rule of my aCtions ; 
and I do with reafon expeCt, in return, all that fubmiflion to 
my authority and government, which the fame laws have 
made the duty, and iliall always be the ihtereft, of my 
fubjeds. 

^ “ And 
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And afterwards the Lord Chancellor, l.is Majcft) ’5 com- 
mand, faid, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

is his Majefty’s royal will and pleaiiire, that this Par- 
lia'iiern be prorogued to Thi^rfday, the fourth day of Augull 
next, to be then here held : and this Parliament is accordingly 
prorogued to I horfday, the fourth day of Augiiil next. 


ILs Alajtflys moji gracious Speech^ ^January 24, 1738. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

J IIAVft cal’cd you together for the nccelTary difpatch of the 
public bulmefs, which, I hope, will be carried on with 
'that piudcncc and expedition which becomes the vvifJom df 
Pailiam^nt. 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

I have ordered the cftim*ates for the fervice of the current 
year to be laid before y<Mi ; and the rcadinefs which I have al- 
ways found in you to make the neccl|;iry provifions for the ho- 
nour, peace, and fecurity of my crown and kingdoms, lcave$ 
m. IK) room to doubt oi' :hc fame zeal, aftcdlion, and due re- 
gard for the fuppori of my igovernment, and the public 
fafety, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I hope you arc met together in a difporition to lay afidc all 
heats and animolitics, winch may unnccelfarily proira< 5 l this 
fediun. I am determined that the affairs of the public (hall 
fufFer no d^^j^^^pMMVerruption from me Upon any account 
whatfoever. 


Addrefs by the Houj'e tsf Conimons^ January 25, 1738* 

Moft gracious Sovereign, • 

your Majefly’s moft dutiful and' loyal fiibjcfts, the 
Communs of Great Britain, in Parliament alfeinblcd, 
beg leave to return our moft huQibIt? and grateiul thanks for 
your Majerty’s moft; gracious fpecch from the throne. 

To fpeak our utmoft feufe of the great lofs your Majcfty 
and thefe kingdoms have lately fuftaintd, would be to revive 
and aggiavate what wc wifti to, alleviate and difpcl ^ but we 
hope your Majcfty will pardon the imrufion of our fuic^rc coii^r 

^ 'T t A 
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dolcncci when you reQ,e£l on the double duty by which vve are 
bound, as afit6lionate fubjeAs to your Majefly, and as repre^ 
fentatives of the people of Great Britain, not to pafs over in 
filence, this objed^of your diilrefs, and their univerfal mourn-* 
ing. 

When we refleft on the aqpiable private character of that 
great Princefs, on licr perfonal and domeftic merit, as an in- 
dulgent and inftruflive parent, a niilu and gracious miltrefs; 
or, with regard to your Majelly, as uniting in one all the dif- 
ferent charaiilers of tlie moil plealing as W' U as confla'nt, com- 
panion; the moft able, as well as the iaithfiil friend; the 
moft tender, as well as the mod obfervant wife; when we re- 
fleft on thefe circiimdances, we mourn her lofs as the greateft 
yidth which your Majeily and your royal lioufe could Jiave been 
affiiJ^cd: but w'hen wc turn our thoughts to her great and pub- 
lic virtues, her love of juRice, her attaclimcnt to the laws and 
principles of this wife and happy conRitution, her extenfive 
charities, her boiinjjlcfs benevolence, her fucc,our to diRrefs, 
her favour to merit, her lenity to all ; when we confider thefe 
parts of her high charaAer, it is do longer for particular and 
perfonal caufes that we grieve, it is a national lofs we lament. 

If a due fubmiflion to fuperior authority, and a due exercife 
of power, when coinmiftcd to her hands, arc the ftrongeft 
marks of excellence in both parts of government; and if tlufc 
jtiRly claim praife and admir;}tion, how can wc l*iifBci» ntly 
praife or admire hcrcondud, either in the prefence or abfcncc 
of your MajcRy? In the firR, wc fa w the ir.oR conRant com- 
pliance with your will ; in the laR, jhe true reprefentation of 
him, with whofe delegated authority flic w as veRcd ; for all her 
a(5fs were great, and wife, and good; alternately we behcM 
her fubmiflion in this charadfer, and felt her mildnefs in the 
other; and, great as the diRance may ^rorn fommand to 
rubjcdlion, the traniiiion to her was cafy ; whole abilities were 
equal to any fituation, and whofe temper could conform to all; 
as rcfigned to the duties of a Queen-confort, as capable of the 
high office of guardian of the realm ; as ready to fubmit, as 
able to command ; and equally an example to all fovereigns 
when flic ruled, and to all fubjefts when Ihe obeyed. 

And though your Majefly’s juft and great concern on this 
occalion wmuld, perhaps, receive no extenuation from the 
comfort your faithful Commons might vainly try to admi- 
nifter, yet, that nothing may "be w’anting on our parts, which 
inay contribute to the making your Majefty’s government the 
fource of our profperity, as eafy to yourfelf as it has ever been 
to your fubjedls, we do aflure your M^ijcfty, that 'wc will not 
-Mly qarcfully avoid all heats and animofitics, but will, with the 
' greateft 
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grcatcft rcadlncfs, effeftiially ralfc ihc fiipplics necelTary for the 
fervice of the current year; and, with a zeal and afFedion be- 
coming the reprefentalives of a grateful people, make all ne- 
ceffary provifions for the honour, peace, and fecurity of your 
crown and kingdoms: denmndrating to all flie world, that the 
fupport of yt)ur Majelly’s government, and the public fafety, 
are conftantly our care ; and that we defire in)thiiig more than 
the prcfervaiion of our wife and excellent conlluuiion, in the 
famc'happy, firm, and envued fituatlon, in which it was deli- 
vered down to us from our anccllors, and your Majelty's great 
predecelfors. 

Rut wdiilft, by thefe means, we endeavour to prevent any 
additional difquiet from approaching yoiir royal perfon, we 
mult b/g, leave to lay again before your Majelty the anxious 
grief of your whole people, together with their humble and 
molt earneft wilhes, that your Majefiy's known refolution may 
aid timejn alleviating your forrow for that lofs which nothing 
can repair, anc^in reltoringto your MajeU^ that tranquilli^of 
mind, w'hich can alone free us fron\ ihe moil folicitous fears 
for a life, on which thehappinefs ot your royal family; and of 
this afflicted nation, fo immediately depends. 


Anfiver by his MajeJly^ ^jahuury 27, 1738* 

Gentlemen, • ' 

T RETURN you iny thanks for this dutiful and very affec* 
tionate addrefs; I am fofcnfibl'y touched by this convincin|r 
proof of your pail iciilar regard to me, that I am not able, iti 
this diilrcfs, to command myfcif fufficienily to olprefs thfe 
juft fenfe I have of your affedtion and concern for me upon 
this occafioHj^^^ vMir 


Ills MajcJly s mojl gracious Speech^ May 20, 1738* 

My Lords and Cientlemcn, 

iT is wiih great fatisfaflion I obferve, tWat the temper and 
*■ moderation which 1 recommended to you, at the opening 
of this felfion, have been fo well preferved through the general 
courfe of your proceedings; and that, from a due regard to me 
and my honour you have avoided all unnccclfary occafions df 
heats and anirnofirics, and made the intereft of your country, 
the principal objedtof your care and confideratton. 


Gentleoiea 
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Gentlemen of thj Houfe of Commons, 

I return ^ou my thanks for the fupplies whicli you have fo 
eheerfully and efFcflnally raifed for the fcrvicc of the current 
year. The provifitjn you have made to anfwcr all emergencies 
which may become neccllary, in vindication of the honour and 
intereft of my crown and pcop(e, is a great proof of your zeal 
and concern tor the welfare and profperity the nation; and 
fhall be employed by me, in fuch amai’ncras may belt conduce 
to thofe ends and purpofes for which you have fo readily cou- 
nted to this extraordinary txpenfe. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Agreeably to what hath appeared to be the concurrent opi-^ 
nion of both Houfes of Parliament, I have given orders to 
repeat, in the llrongcft and molt prclling manner, my inltances 
at the court of Spain, for obtaining fatisfaftion for the many 
injuries and loflcs fuftained by my trading fubjeds in 
as wjtjH as an cftcftual fccurity of their rights for the future ; and^ 
I hope, from the jiifticc and equity of the Catholic King, ta 
procure fuch fatislaftion and fcciuity, as may preferve the 
peace, and cllablilh a free and uninterrupted excrcifc of navi- 
gation and commerce, mutually, between the fubjedls of both 
crowns, ^purfuant to our treaties, and the law of nations. 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majclly’s command, faid, 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is his Majefty’s royal will and pleafure, that this Parlia- 
ment be prorogued to Thurfday, the twcniy-fcventh day 
of July next, ta be then here held; and this Parliament is ac- 
cordingly prorogued to Thurfday, the 
July next. 


His Majcjlys mojl gracious* Speechf February ^739* 

' My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE, upon all occafions, declared how fciifibly I have 
*4 been aflfeded with the many hardfhips and injuries fuftained 
by my trading fubjefls in America. I have the honour of my 
crown, and the true intcreft of my people, too much at heart, 
to fee either of them fufFcr any prejudice or diminution, with- 
out purfuing the moft proper and advantageous methods for their 
real fecurity and prefervation. 

r. ‘ 


Thcfe 
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Thefe confiderations alone were fuflifient to incite me to 
exert tny utmoft power, in vindicating and proteSing our up- 
doubted rights and privileges of navigation and commerce j and 
nothing could add to my own zeal in lo juft a caufe, but the due 
regard I always have to the petitions and complaints of my fiib- 
jecls, and the advice of my Parliament. The wifdoin and pru- 
dence of your rcfolutions upon this gieut and national concern 
determined me to begin with the more moderate mcalurcs; and 
to try once more, what effect and induence my friendly en- 
deavours* and prclling inllances would have i.pon the court of 
^pain, towards obtaining that fatisfaclion and fecurity which 
we were inlitlcd to demand and expod: and your allurances, to 
fupport me in all events, enabled me to proceed with proper 
weight agd authority. 

Thus fupponed by the concurrent ad\ ice of both Houfes of 
Parliament, 1 loft no time in making preparations to do my- 
fclf and. my people juft ice, if the condud ot the court of Spaip 
had laid us uiu^er lliat neceliity ; and, at hie fame time, I did, 
in the ftrongeft manner, repeat my in'ftances fur obtaining fuch 
jnfticc and reparation forihe many injuiies and loifes already 
fuftained, and fuch an effectual fecurity for the future, as might 
prevent the confequenccs of an open rupture. 

It is now a great fatisfadion to mc^that I am able to acquaint 
you, that the mcafures 1 have purfued have had fo good an 
effed, that a convention is concluded and ratified between me 
and the King of Spain; whereby, upon confideration had of 
the demands on both fidcs, that prince hath obliged himfelf to 
make reparation to my fubjeds for their lolles, by a certain 
ftipiilated payment; and plenipotentiaries are therein named 
and appointed for regulating, within a limited time, all thofe 
grievances and abufes which hdve hitherto interrupted our com- 
merce and^jj^avjg^fO^n the American Teas; - and for fettling all 
matters in dilpme in fuch a n.anner as may for the future 
prevent and remove all new caufes and pretences of complaint, 
by a ft rid obfervance of our mutual treaties, and a juft regard 
to the rights and privileges belonging to each other. I wilt, 
order the convention, ^and the feparate articles, to be laid be* 
fore you. 

It hath been my principal care to make ufe of theconfidenioe' 
you repofed in me, in this critical and doubtful conjundur^ 
with no other view, but the general and lading benefit of my 
kingdoms; and if all the ends which are to be hoped for, even 
from fuccefsful arms, can be attained without plunging the mu 
lion into a war, it muft be thought, by all rcafonable and ua* 
prejudiced perfons^ the molt defirable event. 

. ' Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of Houfe of Commons, 

I have ordered the proper eftimates to be prepared and laid 
before you, for the fervice of the current year. 1 heartily wifh 
thiit the pofture of affairs would have permitted me to retrench 
the public expenfes, for which I am obliged to demand the 
prefent fupplies: and I make ik) doubt, but your experienced 
Tical and affedion for me and my governmenr, and the proper 
c'Ohtern have always (hewn for the public good, will induce 
ydtt to grant me fuch fupplies asyoi/niall fimi ncccffary for the 
hohoti'r and fecurily of me and my kingdoms, 

, My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I; cannot but earneftly recommend it to you, not to fufFcr any 
prejudices or animolities to have a lharc in your deli be rations at 
this important conjiintlure ; which ftems, in a particular man- 
ner, to call upon you to unite, in carrying on fuch meafurcs as 
will be moft conducive to the true interell and advantage* of my 
pimple. 


Ai^dnfs by the Houfe of Commons to*thc K'lngy Feb. 2, 1 739. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

XirE, your Majefty’s ^hoft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament affcmbled, 
do beg leave to return your Majcfty our unfeigned thanks for 
your Majefty’s moft gracious fpcech from the throne. 

We acknowledge yonr Majefty’s great goodhefs, in thecon- 
Ihint regard your Majefty has been pleafed to exprefs to the pe- 
thions and Complaints of your fubjetls, and the advice of your 
Parliament, alid in purfuing fuch meafurcs for the honour and 
dignity ot your crown, and the true intereft of your people, as 
ydur Majefty in your gmat wifdom p^oft proper 

and advantageous. 

We congratulate your Majefty on the fuccefs of your royal 
endeavours, in concluding a convention with the King of 
Stpain, whereby reparation is ftipulated to be made and. paid to 
yiWr Majefty’s injured fubje6ls; and plenipotentiaries are ap- 
pointed for regulating all thofe grievances and abufes which 
hitfherto interrupted dur commerce and navigation, and 
%r removing ^11 future caiifes and pretences of complaint. 

“Wc beg leave to aflure your Majefty, that your faithful 
Gkmftndns will eflTejlually fupport your Majefty in accom- 
pHUiiing and bringing to perredion this great and neceflary 
w#i^k) in fuch a manner as may anfwer the juft demands apd 
expedatioos of your Majefty and yourpeople, 

^ And 
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And your Majefty may he affujcd, tlyt your faitbfut Com* 
mons will grant to your Majefty fuch Uipplics as (hali he ncr 
ccflTary for the honour and fecurity of your Majefty and your 
kingdoms; and that we will endeavour to avoid all heats and 
aoioiofitics in'earrving on the public biilificfii at this critical 
and important conjuudurc. 


• His Afajtjiys Aigjwer^ Febtmry 1739« 
Gentlemen, 

T RETURN you my thanks for this dutiful and loyal atU 
^ drefs; and you may be aflured, that I will ufe my beft cu- 
ileavoiirs to bring this important affair to a fpeedy and happy 
conclufton. 


AIi(fag€*from his AfajcJly to the Houfe of Commons^ May 3, 1739* 
George Rex. 

TLJIS Majefty being reftrdined by the laws now in being from 
making provifion for his younger children, out of the he* 
reditary revenues of the crown, in fuch manner as his royal 
predeceffors have iifually done; ancP being defirous that com* 
petent provifions may be made for the honourable fupport and 
maintenance of his dearly beloyed fon the Duke of Cumber- 
land, and of his dearly beloved daughters the four young Pria- 
cclfcs, his Majefty hopes that he (hall be enabled, by ad of 
Parliament, to grant an annuity of 1 ;,ooo/. per asinum to the 
Duke of Cumberland, and his ilfue, and an annuity of 
24,000/ per annum to the four PrinccfTcs; to take effeft after 
his demife: and recommends the confidcration thereof to thil 
Houfe* ^ 


Mejfage from his Majefty to the Houfe of , Commons^ May x6| 1739* 
George Rex. 

H IS Majefty being truly folicitous for the peace and welfare. 

of thefe kingdoms, and defirous to contribute, as far as in 
him lies, towards preferving the public .tranquillity, and the 
balance of power in Europe, hath concluded with the King;Of 
Denmark a treaty, agreeable to that which expired in 1737 1 
and has ordered the fame to be laid before this Houfe, that ||6 
may be enabled to make good the engagements which he ba^ 
thereby entered into. 
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And as events may happen during fuch time as it may be 
impallible for his Majefty to have the immediate advice and 
affiftaace of his great council, upon any emergency, arifing 
from the prefent poftiirc of affairs in Europe, which may 
nearly concern the' honour, intereft, and fafety of thefe kiogr 
doms; his Majcfty hopes he fhall be enabled and fupporttd by 
his Parliament, in making fuch further augmentation of his 
forces, either by fca or land, as may become abfolutcly ne- 
cclfary ; and in concerting fuch n^eafuies as the exigency of 
affairs may require ; and whatever expenfc (hall be thereby 
occafioncd, fhall bo made in as frugal a manner ns is poffible ; 
and an account thereof (liall be laid before this Houfc the next 
leflion of Parliament. 


His AiajeJlys mof gracious Spcechy June 14, 1739. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

difpatch you ha^^e given to the public bufinefs that has 
“*■ been under your confideraiion makes it proper to put an 
end to this fcHion of Parliament, and to give you that recefs 
which the fcafon of the year requires. 

You have fo fully declared your fenlimcnts, as well with 
regard to the part condud of Spain, as to the meafures that 
might become ncccilary to be purfued, in confcqucnce of any 
part which that court might afterwards take, and enabled me 
to ad in all events as the honour and inlercll of my crown 
and kingdoms fliall require, that no inconvenience, can arife 
from the immediate want of your further afliftance, during the 
’tcccfs of Parliament. And I (hall fo entirely rely upon the 
raflurances you have given me, with fo much zeal and unani- 
mity, and upon your cffcdually fupporii«gci5J<^n following the 
concurrent advice of both Houfes of ParliainVht, that I will 
not be wanting in my endeavours to vindicate and maintain 
our undoubted rights, and to anfsver the juft expedations of 
my people. 


' Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I return you my thanks for the ntcelFary provifions you have 
made for the fervicc of the current year in fo ample a man- 
ner. The extraordinary fupply which you have granted me 
•towards augmenting my forces, by Tea and land, is fuch a 
•proof of your affedion and confidence in me, and of your 
•conftant attention to the fervice of your country, that I cannot 
enough commend this fealbnablc care of the welfare and Jafety 
•f the kingdom. 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, ^ 

I am perfuacled it is unneceflTary for me to recommend to 
your ferious confideration, the fatal conreqiienccs that may 
threaten a nation divided within itfelf, inflaijicd, and mifled by 
wicked arts and infinnations that malice and lalfchood 
can fuggeft. It is too obvious, what advantages our common 
enemies wait to take from the heats and animofities, that, 
under groundlefs pretences, are induftrioully fomented and 
fpread throughout the kiifgdom. Let all who profefs thein- 
fclves zealous aifertors of the rights and privileges, laws and 
liberties of their country, and of the proteflant religion, under 
the prefent eflablifhment, unite in the defence of thefe inclli- 
mable blelfings : let the honour, profpciity, and fafciy of the 
kingdom become one common caufc, and reconcile all civil 
difeords and divifionr, ; that, by your unanimity, you may dif- 
appoint the only hopes and vain expedations of our enemies. 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Klajcfty’s command, fald. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is his Majefty*s royal will and j)lcafurc, that this Parlia- 
mentr be prorogued to Thurfday, the ninth day of Auguft 
next, to be then here held 2 and this Parliament is accordingly 
prorogued to Thurfday, the ninih day ot Aiigidl next. « 


Hii MajeJiys mofi gracious Speech, Nov» 15, 17 39*, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^T^HE prefentpo^yjf of our afFuhs has obliged me to call you 
togcth?f,'"9f^is time, fooncr than has been ufual of late 
years, that I may have the immediate advice and aflidance of 
my Parliament, at this critical and important conjund^urc. I 
have, in all my proceedings vfith the court of Spain, afted 
agreeably to the fenfe of both H(^ufes of Parliament ; and 
therefore I can make no doubt, but I (half meet with a ready 
and vigorous fupport in this juft and necelfary war, which the 
repeated injuries and violences committed by tliat nation upon 
the navigation and commerce of thefe kingdoms, and their ob- 
ftinacy, and notorious violation of the moft folemn engage* 
meats, have rendered unavoidable. 

I have augmented rny forces by fea and land, purfuant to 
the pow'er given me by Parliament ; which 1 have done with 
all the moderation that the fecurity and defence of my domi* 
. nions. 
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nionsi the protcflloi^ of our trade, and the neccflTary means of 
difhcfliiig atid annoying our enemies in the moll fenfible parts, 
would admit : but, as thefe fervices will be various and ex ten- 
five, they mufl inevitably be attended with great expen fes, and 
fome inconvenieniics ; w'hich, I aifure myfelf, will be fu{lsf>n,**d 
with faiisfaclion and cheer! ulnefs, in purfuing fuch mcafurcs 
as the honour and inicrelt of liiy crown and kingdoms, and tlic 
general refcntinent of an injured and provoked nation, have 
called upon me to undertake. 

Gentlemen of the Hoqfc of Commons, 

1 have ordered the proper officers to lay before you eftimates 
for the fervicc of the enfuing year, and likewifc a<vCounts of 
the extraordinary expenfes that have been made iliis year, in 
purfuynce of the power given me by Parliament. And as, in 
the profccution of this war, a number of. foldicrs to ferve on 
board the fleet mny be rcquilitc, I have judged it proper that a 
body of marines Ihoiild be raifed ; and have Jiicdlcd the cfli- 
mates for this purpofe tube hkewife prepared, and laid before 
you : and 1 cannot doubt, from your known affcdlion to my 
perfon and government, and your zeal for the fafety, profpe- 
rity, and glory of thefe kingdoms, but you will grant me fuch 
,efte£lual fupplics, and w^idi fuch difpatch as may forward and 
,.givc fpirit to our preparations, and enable me to carry on the 
. war with vigour. 

My Loids aiivl Gentlemen, 

. The heals and anirnofities, which, with the greateft induftry, 
have .been fomented throughout the kingdom, have, I am afraid, 
been one of the chief encourageiuenis to the court of Spain 
to hold fuch a towards us, as to make it neceifary to 

have recoiu fc to arms ; and the ii nliap o n s amongll my 
fubjetls are the only hopes of the enemies loTRy government : 
but, whaK'Vcr views and proje£ls they may form upon this 

• Tupttuc, and what advaiiiagts foever Spain may vainly promife 
itfelf from any eircumllanccs iii the picfent lituation of affairs, 
it is in your jjower, by the blcHing of God, to defeat the one, 
and difappoint the other. Union among all thofe w'ho have 
nothing at heart but the true interell of Great Britain, and a 
becoming zeal in the defence of my kingdoms, and in fupport 
of the contmon caufc of our country, with as general a con- 
currence in carrying on the war as there has appeared for en- 
gaging in it, will make the court of Spain repent the wrongs 
they liave done us ; and con\ince thofe who mean the fubver- 
4ion of the prcfcni ellablirnment, th^t tliis nation is determined 

* and able boih to vindicate liicir i: jured honour, and to defend 

themfclvcs 
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thcmfclves againft all our open and f^crct enemies^ both at 
home and abroad. * 


Addrefs hy the Houfe of Lords to his Mayfly Nov. i 6 | 1739* 

Moft gracious Sovereign, • 

your Majefty’s moft: dutiful and loyal fubjeSs, the 
Lords fpiritual and. temporal, in Parliament Alfembled, 
beg Icavo to return your Majcfty our finccre and iujinble thanks 
for your rnoft gracious fpeech from the throne. 

Tlie great regard which yo!ir Majelly hath exprellcd for the 
fenfe of both Houles of Parliament in your piocccd;riiTs with 
the court of Spain, is a continuance of that royal goodnefs 
concern ^nr the true intcrefts of your people, which we hav^ 
fo often experienced \ and your Majcfty *s delire to have the ad- 
vice and alliitance of your Parii onent, as early as polTible, in 
this important ^conjundi’.rf^, is a frcfh progf of your real cort- 
fiJciice in your faithful fiibjcrts. 

The jufticeand ncccHitJ of the war which your Majrity has 
been plcafcd to declare againft Spain, iniill: be as dcinonuiable 
to all the world, as the violent and intolerable methods pne- 
tifed by that nation to interrupt aftd dillrefs the /laxigation 
and commerce of thefe kingdoms arc notorious ; and it is the 
higheft aggravation of this olfc;pfive and inexcufabie conducf^ 
that it has been obftinatcly piirfucd, in breach of the moft 
folcmn engagements, and in dofiance of the higheft obligations 
of friendlhip and good onices. Hut lince Great Britain has 
been thus unavoidably called forth to arms, \vc eftcem it our 
peculiar felicity, that we have a piincc upon the throne, who 
with paternal tendernefs joins in the jiilt ’ Tcntmeni ol an in- 
jured natiojj^;^^aj|jjtuifcofe magnauiinity and Itca^linefs are equal 
to the glorious caufe in which he is engaged. 

On this occalion, the unfeigned tender of our lives and for- 
tunes is no more than is due to ^our Majcfty and our country ; 
and we do from the bottom of our hearts give your Majcfty 
the ftrongeft alfuranccs, that wc will zeaUiuliy concur in all 
fuch mcafures as may forward your preparations, and enable 
you to carry on the war with that fpirit and vigour which truly 
become the Britilh name. 

Your Majefty’s goodnefs in acquainting us from the throne, 
that you huve augmented your forces by fca and land, puriuant 
to the power given you by Parliament, with all the moderation 
that wijs confilfent with thofc deliiable ends, which you, in 
your royal wifdom, have pointed out to us, as an inftance of 
your Majefty’s gracious difpofition to avoid bringing any unne- 
VoA. I, Uu ceffary 
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ccfTary burdens upon ^our people ; and though we cannot flat- 
ter ourfclvcs, that a ftate of war will not be attended with 
great expenfes, an 1 fomc inconvcnicncic s ; yet, when it is un- 
dertaken, not to Ratify the vii ws of rcftlefs ambition, ,but to 
affert and maintain the honour and juft rights of your Ma- 
jefty’s crown and kingdoms, wc doubt not, but thoic powerful 
motives will induce all your fiibjcdls to undergo, with cheer- 
fulncfs, whatever is necclibry in the profecution of it. 

It gives us incxprclfiblc concern, that there fhould be any 
occafion for your Majcfly to repeat your gracious admonitions 
againft thofc heals and animoiitics which have been fomented 
throughout the kingdom. As we cannot but moft ferioufly 
^ment the unhappy divifions thereby occahoned ; fo nothing 
' mail be wanting on our part to heal them, by promoting that 
good harmony and iinaniniiiy which arc fo ncceflary at this 
jundlure ; and we truft in God, that any hopes or views form- 
ed by our enemies iipon.fiich ciicumflanccs, will be found ut- 
terly vain- and grckindiefs ; iince all your Majelly’s fubjefts 
mull be convinced, tliat the fccurity of our religion and liber- 
ties, and the fafety and profperity of thefe kingdoms, do en- 
tirely depend on the prefervatjon of your facred perfon and 
government, and of ihc' proteftant fucceflion in yojjr royal 
houfe. 

In this common caiifc, intcreft, as w’^11 as duty, will make 
us unite ; and wc do, with the greateft zeal and firmnefs, aflure 
your Majcfty, that wc are determined, at the hazard of all that 
is dear to us, to fupport it againft all your enemies, both at 
home and abroad ; imploring the Divine Providence to give 
fuccefs to your arms, and make them ijie happy means of pro- 
curing a fafe and honourable peace. 


His Mojejifs Anfvjcr^ Hovmber | 6 , 1739 . 

My Lords, 

T THANK you for this addrefs, fo full of duty and afre£lion 
to me, and of 'feafonable aflii ranees of your vigorous fup- 
port. The fatisfaftioi) you exprefs in the mcafurcs I have 
taken, is very agreeable to me ; and you may depend on my 
endeavours to carry on the war in fuch a manner as may belk 
anfwcr the neceflbry ends propofed by it, and the juft expec- 
tations of my people. 
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Addrefs Ijthe Hotife of Commons to his Ma%fy^ Hqv. i6, 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

\^E, your Majcfty’s nioft dutiful and loyal fubjcas, the 
AL Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament allemblcd, 
beg leave to return your Majefty^our unfeigned thanks for your 
moft gracious fpccch from the throne ; and to exprefs our en- 
tire fatisfat^Vion in yu :»• Majefty’s declaration of \\:\r againft 
the crown of Spain ; a wai% wldcli the rt j)e:ited \\r\LUCcs and 
depredations commitiL-* hy the Spaniili nation upon tlie trade 
and commerce of thef: kingdoms, the notorious \ii)la»i.'’‘ of 
llieir moft folcmn engagements, their oi)liinaic refnfa! of 
making reparation for j *it injuiies, and of gi\ing fecupty 
ngaiiift thc^ like for the lulurc, have rendered juft anil u 
avoidable. 

It is with the highcfl: fenfe of duly and gratitude we ac-r 
knowledge your Mriclly’s wifdom and paicrnal care of your 
people, in makigg ufe of the power grkntcj to your Map'fly 
by Pariiament for the fecurity and defcrCx of*1hefc kTIigdinns, 
for the protc(5\ion of our trade, and for the diftrciling and an- 
•Jioying our enemies in the moft fcnfible and cffcdlual manner ; 
and wc beg leave to alliirc your Maiclty, that noihiru; lliall 
divert or deter us from fnftaining, wim faiisfadUon and cheer- 
fulnefs, any extraordinary expenfes and inconvcniencic.s that 
muft inevitably attend the varioiv» and cxicnfivc fcrvicts which 
your Majcfty lhall find necelfary to undertake, in vindicating 
the honour of your crown, in aUlriing the rlglus of your peo- 
ple, and in procuring jufti.ee to an injured and provoked na- 
tion. 

And wc befeech your Majefty to accept the flrongeft and 
moft aifedlionate afl’urances, that, in defence of your Majefty’s 
kingdoms, a^j^d iiJj^vip^Drt of the common caufc of our country, 
wc will raife (uch cffcdlual fiipplies, and with fuch chcerful- 
nefs and difpatch as will forward and give fpirit to your 
Majefty s preparations, and enable your Majcfty to carry on 
the war wdih vigour. 

And your dutiful Commons being truly fianfiblc of the fatal 
confequcnccs of inteftinc heats and animofilics, will, with a 
7 cal becoming the reprefentatives of tiic people in Parliament, 
endeavour to compofc thofe unhappy divifions which have too 
long prevailed among your Majclty’s fubjedls ; ‘ and we do 
alfurc your Majcfty, that nothing ihall be wanting on our 
part to reftore to the nation that union and harmony which 
may effedlually defeat and difappoint all the vain projedls, 
hopes, and cxpedlations of your Majefty's open and fecret 
enemies, both at home and abroad. 

• U u 2 His 
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Hh MajeJl} I Anfwer^ November 19, i 739 » 
Gentlemen, 

I RETURN yoi^ my thanks for this dutiful and afFeSionato 
addrefs. The unanimous fiipport of my faithful Commons, 
in this juft and national caufc, ^vill add the greateft weight to 
my warlike preparations ; and, by the bleiling of God, be the 
fureft means of procuring fiicccfs 19 my arms, and juftiqc to 
my injured people. 


Mc£age from hh Majfy *Q tJ?c I loufc of Common Feb^ I2, 1740. 




Gi:orge Rex. 


TjllS Majcfly, in further profecution of the juft and ncceC- 
fary war in which he is engaged, having under his coiifi- 
deration certain me.iftirts ^^hich will occalion fome ewtraordi- 


naiy exprnlcs, not , < in^jjclxiKkd in the citimates laid before 
this Houfe, hopes, irout the known zeal of his faithful Com- 
mons, that he tliall be enabled to carry on the fame in the moft 
cffeftual manner. 


Mtjfagefrom his Alnjifly to the Houfe of Commons y Alar* 6, 1740. 
Gi:orce Rex. 

TLTlS Majefty having received propofals for a marriage bc- 
tween the Pnneefs Wary and Prince bVedcrick of Helfe, 
fon of Prince M'illiam, Landgrave of Hefle, brother to the 
King of Sweden, has been pleafed favourably to accept and 
agree to the fame ^ and has thought proper to communicate his 
intentions to this IJoufe : and as his jlfaj r fty can make no 
doubt, but that this alliance w'ith fo confidemblc a proteftant 
family, will be to the general fatisfadlion of all his good fub- 
jefts, he promifes hinifelf the concurrence and afliftance of 
this Houfe, in enabling him to give fuch a portion to his 
daughter, as may^bc fuilablc to the honour and dignity of his 
crown and family. 


Addrefs by both Houfes to his Majefty y Alarth 17, 1740. 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

. TTITE, your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fiibjcfls, the 
^ Lords fpiriliial and temporal, and Commons, in Parlia- 
ment alTeinbled, do congratulate your Majefty on the glorious 

fucccf$ 
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fucccfs of your Majefty’s arms in the tmlics, uiulcr (he 
command of Vice-admiral Vernon, by cnt:Tliii( the port and 
taking the town of Porto Hello, mul demolilhini; and levelling 
all the forts and catflcs belonging thereto, w^th li\ Ihips of war 
cTnly. 

This enterprize, To wifely (^ncertrd, and f) bravely mn- 
du£led, cannot fail of giving the eimolt joy to all yoiir Ma- 
jefty’s laithfiil fiibjcfts, fince I*' affords (he mnll reafonable 
hopes and expertatiuns, ihSt, by the blclling of Ciod iipcni )()ur 
Majcfly's councils and arms, it may be attended with other 
important advantages, and highly contribute to the obtaining 
real and cfFe^fual iccurity of ihofc jufi rights of navigation 
and commerce belonging to your Majefly’s fubjccfs ; for th« 
prefervation of which your Majcily entered into this iiccofra^ul 
War. 


Ills JlfajeJly s ^n/wery A far^Jj i g, 1 74^* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T THANK you for your dutiful congratulations on this fuc- 
cefs, which is fo miicli for the honour and intercll: of my 
crown and kingdoms, 'riic httisfai'iion you exprefs in the 
mcafurcs I have taken is very agreeable to me. 


His Majejiy^s moj} gracious Spccchy 29, 174 ^'^* 

My Lords and Gcntlcmpn, 

zeal which you have fhewn for the fuppoil and pro- 
fccution of the jnlt and ncccHary war in which I am 
engaged, is a frefli proof of your concern for the liononr and 
interefl: of ifly C4!fwn*and kingdoms. As this great and n.i- 
tional undertaking is the principal object of our attention and 
cxpedlations, fo the jufticc of our caufc, and the luccefs which 
hath hitherto attended my arms^ give us the mofl: reafonable 
hopes> that, by the continuance of the Divi.ie aUiftaiicc, we 
may fee a liappy Hfue of it. • 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I thank you for the cfFeclual fupplics wliich you have 
granted me for the fervice of the current year. 1 he belt re- 
turn 1 can make, is to affurc you, that they ihall be duly em- 
ployed to the purpofes for which they were given. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I ha^rc formerly recommended to you union amongft your- 
felves, as being highly conducive to the carrying on this great 
• U u 3 work 
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work with honour nijcl advantage, and to the more fpeedy oL- 
lainingof all poUible jullice and fatisfadion from the crown 
of Spain, for the many grievous injuries fuffered by my fub- 
jeda, and fh'ecliial Icciirity for the freedom of our commerce 
and navigation tor the future. I do now eariicltly exhort you 
to promote and extend that union in your refpedive countries. 
Let the fup|)orl of the common canfe of the nation prevail to 
attain tliis defirablc end. Our cnerriics miiil already have been 
made fcniible, in fomc dcgiee, of ‘the weight of our juft re- 
fentment. 'I'hcy fee my kingdoms m Inch a pofture of de- 
fence, as mud render all attempts from them, without encou- 
ragement fiom amongli oiufclves, \;iln and defperate.. They 
fee the trade and navigation of n.y fnhjcds proteded, as far as 
naluie and citcnmilaiices of a miiritiine war will poftibly 
admit ; and vi’ the lame time, the moft valuable branches of 
the Sj.aniili eommcicc gicail) iiiTeiniptcd, rmd fubjeded to 
manv (lilTicnlties and lolits. f lom tlRiV happ.v cffcdls of my 
early endeavours, giul lour ready coneurrencej at the firft en- 
trance into the \vu‘// lAanimi hni hope that the preparations 
which J am now makir^g foj carrying it on in the moft proper 
places, and in the ino(i vigorous and etfjdnal manner, will be 
blclicd with luccelb e([u.u to our juli expcclations. 


Aiid afterwards the Lord Cranccilv)r, by his Majefty's coin* 
inand, fa id, 

My Lords and CJentleinen, 

T'r is liis Majefty's royal will aiu! plcafurc, that this Parlia- 
nient be prorogued t‘» "I'liefday, ihe third day of June 
next, to be then heie held : and this Parliament is accordingly 
piorogued to TiK'fday, the third Oay of June next. 


iZ/j ALijrjIj! y inoji gi speech ^ 2 \ui‘£mher l8, 174O* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T Acquainted you at the elofe of the laft felTion of Parliament, 
that 1 was making preparations for carrying on the juft and 
iieceilhry war in which I am engagrd, in the moft proper 
places, and in the moft vigorous anvl tftedual manner. For 
this pi’rpofc, flrong fquadroiis were got ready, and ordered to 
fail upon important ferviccs, bolh in the Weft Indies and Eu- 
rope, with as much expedition as the natuie of thofe ferviccs 
and the manning of the ihips would adOiit : a very . . /ulera- 
ble body of land forces were embarked, which «.■ ic le •. lucd 
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by a great number of my fubjeas raifcd in America ; and all 
things neccfFary for tranfporting the trofps from, hciicc, and 
carrying on the defigned expedition, were a longtime in readi- 
nefs) and waited only for an opporiimity to purine the intended 
voyage. ^ ^ ^ 

I'hc fcvcral incidents which have happened in the mcarl 
time, have had no efteft iipomme but to cni.llrm me in my 
''ivjolutions, and to determine me to add ftrength to my arma- 
mchfs, rather than to divert or deter me from lliofc jult and 
vigorous jneafures which I am purfiiing lor maiiitaming the 
honour of my ciown, and the undoubted rights of my people. 

The court of Spain, having already fell Tome cIlVcls ot our 
refentment, began to be fonfible that they ihould be no longer 
able, alone, to defend themfeUes againit the efforts of the 
Britiili nafion : and if any other power, agreeably to fonte hW 
extraordinary proceedings, Ihould interpofe and attempt to 
preferibe or limit Uie operations of the war againll my declared 
enemies* tlic honour and i.ntcrcll of niy crown and kingdoms 
nlull: call upon {is to lofc lio lime in (jjyiJiMvcs ijHo fiich 

a condition, as may enable* us u> upcl aflymfiilts, and to frnf- 
tratc any dcligiia formed againll iis in violation of the faith of 
treaties. And I iiope any fuch unpieceiicntcd Heps, under 
what colour or pretence foever tiiey ;^ay be taken, will inlpirc 
my allies wdth a true fenfe of the common danger, and will 
unite us in the fipport and defence ol ilie common caufe. 

The great and unhu] |.y evertt ol the deatli of the late Em-^ 
peror opena a new i'cene m ih.c alfairs oi Ki-rope, in which all 
the principal powers may be immediatel) or eonleqnenlially 
concerned. It is imixdliblc to determine what turn the policy, 
intcrell, or ambit ion or the fcvcral courts may lead them to taka 
in this critical conjunflurc. It lhall be my care ftridly to ob- 
ferve and attend to their motions, and to adhere to the engage- 
ments I anriimli!f, in order to the maintaining of the balance 
of pow er, and the liberties of Europe ; and, in concert witli 
fuch powers as are under the fame obligations, or equally con- 
cerned to preferve the public fafety and tranquillity, toacl fuch 
a part as may beft contribute to avert the imminent dangers 
that may threaten them. 


Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

I have ordered eflimatcs to be prepared and laid before yon 
for the fervice of the enfuing year. It is always with regret 
that I alk any extraordinary aids of my people ; but what I 
Jiavc already mentioned, muff be fufficient to fatisfy you, that 
feme augmentations will be neceflary, not only for carrying on 
the wefent war with vigour, but alQ) to put ourfclvcs in acon- 
^ ^ U u 4 dition 
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dition of being prcauetl for fuch events as may arife in this 
new and uncertain flatc of Europe. I therefore depend on 
your experienced zeal and affection tor me and my govern- 
ment, your concern for your own fafety and the fiipport of the 
common caul’c, to grant me fucli effedlual fupplics as may be 
rcquifite for thefc great ends, , 

My Lords and (ieiiticmcn. 

The fcarcity of corn which has happened in many counrrics 
of Europe, has induced feveral powers to make extraordinary 
provilions to obviate the ill effects of that misfortune ; and 
though in many parts of this kingdom the harveit has proved 
more favourable, yet comrnon prudence has called upon us to 
provide, as far as may be, againlt the approach of fuch a cala- 
Tfmty. Befides, in our prefent circumltances, it would be an 
inexciirable neglcdt to fuffer our enemies to be fupplied with 
any kind of provilions from my dominions, and that even at 
the hazard of my own fi/bjeds being dilhefltd. Let me there- 
fore carhcfHj' r?€ }oij, to confidcr of. fomc good 

law to prevent this growing mifehief. 

The difficulties which have been found in manning the fleet, 
by the ufual methods hitherto pradlifed, demonftrate the want 
of feme parliamentary remedy. I muft therefore prefs it upon 
you to lofe no time in making fiicli provifions in this rcfpcdl, 
as, whilll we are engaged in a war in defence of the commerce 
and navigation of this kingdom", may enable the public to avail 
itfclf of thofe great numbers of feamen, which make fo valuable 
a branch of ouv ftrength. 

The importance of thefc confiderations is fo apparent, that I 
need life no arguments to convince you of the ncccffily of the 
utmoll unanimity and difpatch in your proceedings. 


Addrefs hy the Houfe of Lordsy November 19, 1740. 

Moll gracious Sovereign, 

*\XrE, your Maiefly’s mofl dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
Lords fpi ritual and temporal, in Parliament aliembled, 
bcf^ le^v^ ,1, urn your Majelly our humble thanks for your 
tno'.l giacious rpecch from the throne. 

The refolutions which yourMajefty isplcafcd toexprefs, for 
carrying on this juft and neceffary war in the moft proper places, 
and in the mbft vigorous and effedlual manner, is fo agreea- 
ble to your royal wifdom, as well as to the united dcfircs of youjr 
people, that it fills our hearts with the moft grateful fentiments. 
As the Weft Indies has been the feeneof the moll ouirageous 

4 dw^jl'CUa!^ 
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depredations and violences, committed bv the Spaniards upon 
your Majelly’s fiibjcas, we h.ipc and irfill, that "by the blel- 
Jing of God on your Majerty’s councils and arm.'., this nation 
will, in thnfe parts more cfpccially, obtain that jult fat is fa Cl ion 
for pall injuries, and effcaual fccurity for tficir navigation and 
coniinc!* '. for tlie future, whi^h have hitherto been refufed, 
^coiUraiy to llic faith of the motl folcmn treaties. 

"^Vc mull ever acknowledge it, amongll the many inftanccs of 
vour Majcll)\i fumnefs aiM true greatnefs of mind, that you 
have hot hJifered any incidents whatfoever to divert or deter 
you from thefc ineafures : and we doubt not but your enemies 
will foon be convinced, that the fecurity ol your Majelty's 
government at home mull be drengthened, in the alFcClions and 
fupport of your people; whiHl your fcjuadions are fcnl 
dillant parts of tlte world, as well (or mainlauting their un- 
doubted rlglits anil iiitirelfs, as tlie honour of your imperial 
crown. • 

Under this dvep fe/ife of our oblig^ionj to your Majefly, 
permit us to offei your royal li^ct vJiTtFlf aihn auces, 
tliat if any other power lluTuld attempt to orelciihc or limit the 
operations of the war againlt your declared enemies, liich an 
extraordinary pnx'ccdiiig would not lail to create 'n us the high- 
cll and 'moll becoming indignation, and to iKtermine- us to 
concur in all proper ineafurcs for viiv.liccUing and deternhng 
your Majefty’s dignity a. id hoiii»ur agaiull any infulls, and for 
fruitrating any deligii fai-mcJ againil us. 

Wc arc truly fenlible that i;’c death of the late Emperor is an 
event which calls for the .vi[;ilant attention ol all ihole who 
iincerely wilh well tr)rhc connomn laletyand tranquillity ; atul 
wc beg leave to aifurc your .Majelly, that we will '/Laloufly 
Hand by and fupport you, in adlivring to the engagements you 
arc under, ^)r mrinlrdning tl;e bahmee and lil)erc»es ol J'!uiopc 
on that impoitant occalion, a., well as in the tigorous profecu- 
lion of the prcfenl war. 

To repeal the unfeigned profdlinns that v/c liavii fo often 
made, of our unaltciabio fidelity and aliedion to yiMir Majel- 
iy's faded perfon and gt)vernmcni, and oin*'/ea! ot the conii* 
nuance of the jirotellanl fucce !iiun in your ngval lioiife, may 
feem unnecclfary, when it is demoulli jhly o ir cllential inlc* 
reft, as well as our duty, to pctlevere in thefe princijiles. But 
we Ihould be warning to thole warm inTpredions which we feel 
in oiirfelvcs, if vve did not, in this eonjundurc, declare to 
your Majelly and the whole woiid, the lixcd and uiilhakcn 
* purpofe of our liearts to deleiul and rup[>ort this glorious 
caufe.at the expenfe ot our bloody and treafurc ; ar/l at the 
, lainy time, expref^ our nncerc and atdcnl wiiliO; that ail your 
"T • ciilerprifes 
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enterprifcs for maintaining the honour of your Majcny’s err 
and the rights of yoifr peo{'’'', may Li bleflcd wUh tiic f . 
profperous fuccefs. 

His MajeJly's Aiifwer^ November 19, 174c- 
My Lords, 

T THANK you for this moft dutiful and afFeftionate is* 
Nothing can be more agreeable tt.) me, than the zeal you ex- 
prefs for the vigorous profecution of this jult and needflary war^ 
the fupport of my dignity and honour, and the preservation of 
the balance and liberties ot Europe ; all which 1 have entirely 
^t heart. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons^ November lO, 1741* 


Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majffty’i rnoft chitlful and loyal fiibjcfts, the 
^ ConiinoBs W'X'^cat Britain, in Parliament aifcmbled, 
humbly beg leave to congratulate your Majcfty on your fafe and 
happy return to thefe your regal dominions ; and to return our 
iinccre thanks for your Majclty’s moft gracious fpcech from the 


throne. 


Your faithful Commons, with hearts full of duty and grati- 
^ tude, cannot but acknowledge your Majefty's great regard for 
'*the honour and inierell of thefe kingdoms, in equipping fucb 
ftrong fquadrons of men of war, and embarking a body of land 
forces, to be joined and ilrengthencd by a confidcrable number 
of your Majefty’s fubjccls railed in America, in order to carry 
on the war in ihofe parts in the moft vigorous and cffeAual 


manner. 


Wc at the farric time beg leave to exprefs our t.ioft dutiful 
fenfc of your Majefty's firmnefs and rcfolution, in not fuffering 
yourfclf to be diverted or deterred by any incidents from pur* 
fuing the juft and vigorous nie'^furcs in which your Majelty is 
engaged, for maintaining the honour of the crown, and the 
undoubted rights of ytuir people : and we allure your Majcfty, 
that this Houfe will (land by and Support your Majcfty agalnlk 
all attempts made in violation of the faith of treaties, or tend- 
ine to piefcribc or limit the operations of the war againft your 
Majefty’s declared enemies. 

Your dutiful and loyal Commons w'ill, with the utmoft 
checrfulnefs, grant your Majcfty Such cffcilual Supplies as fhall 
be neceffary, not only for carrying on the prefent war with 
vigour, but alfo to put your Majcfty in a condition of being 

prei;.ared 
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prepared for fuch events as may arife from the new and uncer* 
tain Aate of affairs in Europe. f • 

Your Majefty’s tendernefs and concern for the cafe and 
welfare of your fubjeds, in recommending to the conlidcratioa 
of Parliament the great diffrefs that may ari^'c from the fcarcity 
of corn, calls upon us in the Arongeft manner to lofc no time 
in taking the moA proper and*cfte£lual methods of avoiding 
Pnqfe great and dangerous mifehiefs whicii fo apparently threa- 
ten Tis, and of not fufferii^ our enemies to be fiipplicd with 
any kind of provifions from any of your Majcfly’s dominions. 

We will alfo take fuch mcufurcs as lhall be thought moft 
reafonablc and practicable to enable your MajeAy effectually to 
man your royal fleets tor the defence of the kingdom, for the 
fecurity oj" the trade and navigation of your MajcAy’s fubjcft!i 
and for carrying on the war with vigour. 


His IJajt'Jiys Jnfiver^ November 21 , 1740 * 
Gentlemen, , 

T RETURN you my thanks for this dutiful and loyal addrefs^ 
and for the alfurances you have given me of fupporting me 
in the profccution of this juA and nctcirary war; and you may 
depend upon it, that tlic fupplies you (hall grant me Aiall be 
employed in the moA ctfcfttial manner, to vindicate and fup- 
port the honour and intcrcA of my crown and kingdoms. 


His Jllajtjly\ moji gracious Speech, Apr il 8, 1741. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

AT thc^opening of this feffion, I took notice to you of the 
death of the late Emperor, and of my refolution to adhere 
to the engagements 1 am under, in order to the maintaining of 
the balance of power, and the liberties of Europe, on that im- 
portant occafion. The alfuraTiccs I received from you in re- 
turn to this communication, were perfe^ly agreeable to that 
zeal and vigour which this Parliament has always exerted, in 
the fupport of the honour and intcreA of my crown and king- 
doms, and of the common caufe. 

The war which has fince broke out and been carried on in 
part of the AuArian dominions, and the various and cxtenAve 
claims which arc publicly made on the late Emperor’s fuccef- 
fion, arc new events that require the utmoA care and attention, 
,as they may involve all Europe in a bloody war, and in con-, 
fcq^nce expofe the dominions of* fuch princes as Aiall take 
I ’ • part ' 
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part in fupr'^rt of the pragmatic fanftion, to imminent and 
immediate dn.ger. The Q^iccii of Hungary h:»;, already made 
a reqiiifuion r\ ii\e twelve th mi fai.d men cxpr' fdy ftijnilatcd by 
treaty ; thereupon I have demand s! of fhe King of Den- 
mark, aud of the of Sweden, L .ndgravc of Heffc 

Cadcl, their reipe/iive iK>dief^ of troops, confifling of fix thoii- 
fand men each, lo be in readiavfs march forthwith to the 
aflinancc of her Hungarian Majdtv. J am a! fo concerting PJeh 
furtlier mcafurei) as may obviate and difappoint all danf'^roiis 
deiigiis and attempts that may be forr^cd or carried 'on in fa- 
vour of any iinjidl protenfions to the prejudice of the hoiife of 
Anltria. In this complicated and uncertain (late of things, 
ipany incidents may aiilc during the Mine, when, by rcafon of the 
^approaching conclnlioii ol this Parliament, it may be impodiblc 
for me to have your advict and afliftaricc, which may make it 
nccclliiry for me to er' r into flill larger expenfes for main- 
taining lire prnguuitic fancVion, In a conjuniSlure fo critical, 
I have thought it p/oper to lay ihefc important confiderations 
before the concurrence ol my Parliament, 

ill enabling me to contribute in the mod cftcdual manner lo 
the fupport of the Queen of Hungary, the preventing by all 
rcafonabic means the fiibverfion of the houfe of Aiiftria, and 
to the maintaining the liberties and balance of power in 
Europe, 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I mud recommend it to you to grant me fiich a fupply as 
may he requifitc for llicTe ends ; and the jint concern and rcadi- 
nefs \\hicli I have conllanily found in you to make all ncccd'ary 
provilions for the public good am! our common fccurity, leave 
me no room to doubt of the fame good difpofition and affeftion 
in this indancc. ,i 

, My I.ords and Gentlemen, 

1 am pel fuaded I need fay no more to recommend ihcfc con- 
fidcrations to you, which fo ncceiFarily arife from the prefent 
fitnation of ad'airs ; I ihall therefore only add, that whatever 
expenfes may be incurred ou this occafion, ihall be made in as 
frugal a manner as poifible ; and an account thereof Ihall be laid 
before the next Parliament. 




( 669 ) 


Addrefs hy the Houfe of Lord^^ JO, lJ4i» 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and l/)yal fubjefls,' the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, in Parliament aiLinblcd, 
beg leave to return ytiur Majetty our moft humble thanks for 
your moft gracious fpecch from the throne ; and lor your Ma- 
jefty’s great attention and cjirc for tJic prefcrvalioii of the ba- 
lance of power, and the peace and liberties ol‘ Lutope, in 
which the tranquillity and feenrity of thefe kingdoms aic fo 
nearly interefted. 

We cannot but exprefs our great concern that a war has 
broke our and is carried on in pari of the Aufttiau dominions*; 
and ws are* highly fenfiblc of your Majelfy's royal vvifdom, in' 
the rcfolution you have been pleafed to declare, for the niain- 
teiiance t)f the pragmatic fanilion, and ilie aftiilancc of the 
Qiieer ‘ft' Hungurv. 

We allure yo'ur Majefty, tliat in cafe itflial) IvcQme -tttcef- 
fary to enter into further e.spenfes in fo jult i canfe, your Ma- 
jefty may depend on our chcerf'il and zealous concur* eucc, in 
enabling your Majefty to contribute in the moft cfredual man- 
ner to the fi’pport of the QtiLcn of Hkinga y ; and to the |:»rc- 
veiuing, by all reafonablc means, tl' . fubwrlion of ihc Inmfc 
of Auilria, the ancient and natural ally of tt'e bri»'ih crown. 

We think ourfelvcs obliged itpon this ' ccal’.on, to renew thc^ 
profeftions of our moft dutiful and inyiolablc (’dclity ; and to 
give youj Majefty thi ftrongtft airurances, that if aiiv part of 

J our dominions, although not belonging to the crown of C iicat 
Britain, ftiould be attacked or inl’ulrcd by any prince or power 
whatfoever, in refentment of the juft ana necclTary mcafurcs 
which your Majefty hath taken, or Ihull take, for maintaining 
the pragmilic fandion, we arc dctcnviiiicd to exert ourfelvcs to 
(he ijtnioft in defending and proteding fuch dominions from 
any fuch attacks or infulis. 


Nis Majefys jin/wer, April i4, 1741- 
My Lords, 

T THANK you very kindly for this moft feafonable and duti- 
^ ful addrefs. The true concern you Ihcvv for the afliftancc of 
the Qiieen of Hungary, and the fupport oi the houfc of Auftria, 
is very agreeable to me. 

Thcalfurance you give me in relation to my territories abroad 
is a <frong proof of your affedion tq me ; and you may depend 
^ on 
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on my making no other ufe of the confidence you repofc in me, 
than to enable me to id with vigour in maintaining the prag- 
matic fanftion, and in the prefervatiori of the balance and li- 
berties of EuropCi and of our common intcreft and fecurity. 


Addrefs to his MajeJly by the Houfe of Commons^ April 9, 1741^ 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
^ Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament nFembled, 
beg leave to return your Majefty our moft hu!nble lb. ink:, ior 
ypur Majefty’s moft gracious fpccv h from the throne, unci to 
exprefs our dutiful fenfe of your M^jefly’s juft and due regard 
for the rights and interert of the Qiiccn ot Hrngary, and for 
maintaining the pragmatic faiuilion. We cannot but entirely 
concur with your Majefty in the' pnulcnt meafmes which your 
Majcity is pnrfuing.for the fupporl of the common raufe, and 
for the prcfcYvation ot^he libcitics and the balance ol power in 
Europe : we acknowledge your Majefty ’s wifdom and rcfolu- 
tion, in not fuffering yoiirfelf to be diverted from ftcadily per- 
fevering in your juft: piirpofcs of fuhilling the engagements 
which your Majefty has entered into with the houfe of Aurtria: 
and do alfurc your Majefty, that in julticc and in vindication 
of the honour aitd dignity of the Biiiiih crown, this Hovjfc 
will cfFeflually ftarid by and fupport your Majefty againft all 
infults and attacks vvhicH any prince or power, in refentment of 
the juft nicafurcs which your Majefty has fo wifely taken, lhall 
make upon any of your Majefty *s territories or dominions, 
though not belonging to the crown of Gieat Britain : and we 
beg leave further to alfurc your Majeft), that in any future 
events W'hich may arife from this unccriain ftalc of things, and 
which may make it ncceftary for your Majefty to enter into 
dill larger expenfes, your faithful Commons will enable your 
Majefty to contribute, in (he moft effeftual manner, to the 
fupport of the Qiiccn of Hungary, to the preventing by all 
rcafonablc means tbc fubverfion of the houfe of Aultria, and 
to the maintaining the pragmatic fanflion, and the liberties and 
balance of Europe. 


His AlajcJifs Ati/wevy April 13, 1741. 

, Gentlemen, 

I GIVE you my thanks for this dutiful and loyal addrefs. 

Your great readinefs in enabling me to make good my en- 
gagements with the Qiiccn of Hungary, and the afl'uranccs you 

givi; 
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give me, not to fufFcr my foreign dominic«s to be infuhed, on 
ac'oiii'ic uf thf nicafures I am puiluintf for ihcVupport of 
the or g'v.aric f:M;clion, are fuch evident proofs of yo»irjiift 
con f-n r-'i i.iainiaining the liberties and balance of power in 
Enrol , and of your great regard lo my Itonour and iiitcicll, 
that yoi; ' i^y depend upon all /u it able returns from me for 
this pai ’lcn'ar mark of your afFeflion and confidence in me. 


His M.ntf.y s mojl gracious Speech y April^^y 1 74 1. 

My '"Is and Gentlemen, 

V. .. and 'i^patch with which you have gofle through 
tlh. . \yi'c bi'flijt fs, during the coiirfe of this feffion, arc 
undeniable proolV ol your llcady regard to the welfare of your 
country ; and conlcouently the moll acceptable tedimonies of 
yonrduiv cind ifh .'-ion to me. The pe vcrful afiillancc which 
you have given ’me for earrylng on thejuA and nereflary^war 
in witich I am cnL'ged, is the bed means of reducing our 
enemies to re^ifon \ anti the vigour and earnednefs which you 
have* lo iVafonably dic ^n for the defence of the Houfc of 
Auftria,. and the maintenance of tin* balance and liberties of 
Europe, mud give the greated encouragement to our friends. 
Thefe arc the methods to fecurc to this nation that weight and 
influence abroad, \^hich its natilral drength and filuation cn-. 
title it to. 

Gentlemen of the Hi)nfe of Commons, 

It is with particular fatisfaclion I acknowledge your rcadi- 
nefs and application in railing the fnpplics for the fervice ot 
the current year; which you have done with fojud a regard 
to the prefAt exigencies of the public, as (hews you lo be the 
true reprefentalives of my faithful Commons. 

My Lords and Cientlemcn,^ 

I cannot part with this Parliament without publicly return- 
ing you my thanks for the many eminent jndances you have 
given me of your fidelity and affection to my perfon and go- 
vernment ; your fixed rcfoliition to maintain the protedant 
fucceflion in my family; and your unfhaken adherence to the 
true intered of your country. You have, with the mod be- 
coming fpirit and firmnefs, exerted yoiirfelves in vindicating 
and defending the honour of my crown, and the undoubted 
rights of navigation and commerce belonging to my fubjeAs ; 
and enabled me to revenge thofe wrongs and infults, whichy 
contrary to the faith of treaties, had been committed againft 
' both* 
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L'oili. In To rritical a copjimfliire you have fupported the na- 
fionrrl credH, and lYrcngthcried the hands of my government to 
a degicc ex. ceding the expc£lations of ihofe who will^ed well 
to us, and to the rnanikil difyppointmcnl of fiich as envied 
our profj • riiy. At the fame time, you have demon Ihated to 
all the v.Mnlil, that (ircat iJritain is in a condition, not only to 
defend herf l!, but alfo to aflhid a diie fnpport to her allies, and 
the common caufe of Lurope. As I'lich a condud muft give a 
lading rcputaiion to this Parliament, lo it will be the fubjecl 
of emulation to thofc which /hall come after it. . 

T will immediately give il‘o neceJary orders for calling a new 
J^arliamcnt. There is not any thing 1 fet lo high a value upon, 
as the love and afFcdion of my people ; in which I liave fo cn- 
*tirc a confidence, that it is with great fatisfndion 1 fee this op- 
portunity put i]Uo their hands of giving me frefh jnoofs of 
in the choice of their reprefentatives. 

On the prefent cllablifnmcnt depends the continen ce of 
our excellent conditutiou in church and Ibatc ; .. . I in this 
co’ndiiiition co.nfdcs the fecurity of the prcfi. i v(i. ■ flir.'.cnt ; 
noilting can hurt the one, that will not, in proj n*tion, oncler- 
minc and weaken the oth»T. For my part, the uniforr.i pre- 
fervation of both, and the maintenance of the religious and 
civil rigijts of all my ft bjcci.s, have been, and ever ihall be, 
my conrtant care. Tbofe who diflinguilh thcmfclvcs by per- 
fevering in tlicfc principles, Ihall always find my countenance 
and favour ; and, by invariaKiy purfuing ihcfe wife and honf (f 
mealurcs, we nuiy cnlcrtaii the htll grounded hopes, that, under 
the piotedion of divine Piovidence, the happinefs of Great 
Britain will be perpetuated lo poilerhy. 


Then the Lord .Chancellor, by liis Majefty s conpnanci, faid, 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Vr is his Majedy’s royal w ill and pleafure, that tliis Parlia- 
'*■ nient be prorogued to Ti*efduy, t’.c twelfth day of May 
next, to be ll.cn here l.chl : and this ’Parliament is accordingly 
prorogued to I'ucklay, the twelfth da'* of M^iy next. 


Spccc'h hy the Speaher of ihe Houfe of Com77ic}is, Dee, 4, 1741 . 
May it plcafc your mod excellent Majedy, 

^T^HE ComiUv Us of Great Britain, in Parliament affembled, 
"*■ have, in purfuance of your Majedy’s commands, and ac- 
cording to their ancient right to make choice of one of their 

members 
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members to be tht,ir Speaker, once more defied me to ih\$ 
high and painful office ; but how prope|ly for me, for them- 
fdves, and for the public, is now wiili your Majelly to judge: 
and to your royal judgment, Sir, I do, with all Iniinblcnefs and 
refignation, fubniit myfelf ^ king wf 11 iijlurcd, that, Ihoiild 
your Majtfty think fit to difapprovc ot thii> thetr prefent choice, 
your Commons v\ ill have no difficulty to find fomc other perfort 
among ihcmi to be prefented to your Majtlly on this occafion, 
to whom none of thofe objeftions can be made, which I fe..r 
^may too jullly, from my iii.-pcrlcdioiiF, aiife in }oiir loyul 
^breall, upon my being again the fubjedt oi youi Majdly’s 
confideration for this important charge. 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majcfly’s direflions, faid, 
Mr. pnflow, 

'T^HE King has had fo many entinent pn>of , of your alwHty 
and zeal for the ft rvice of himfirlt, and ol your tountiy 
(which is always the fame*; in the high ihuion to which you 
are now a third time called, that his IVlajefly has commanded 
me to let you know, that he entirely approves the choice wl.ich 
his faithful Commons have made ; and therefore allows and 
confirms you to be their Speaker. 


Then Mr. Speaker fuiJ, 

CiNCE your Majeily has been pleafed to ratify the choice 
your Commons have made of me to be their Speaker, it is 
my duty, Sir, to fubniit myfelf to your royal detern.i nation, 
and to return your Majcfiy my humbleft thi^nks for this mark 
of your ro>^aI grace and favour to me ; and to allure you, Sir, 
of iny beft endeavours to difeharge, as 1 ought, this great truft, 
\vhi(rh the Commons have committed to, and your Majcfty has 
now confirmed upon me : and, •for my encouragement (herein, 
fufFer me, great Sir, to hope for your Majefty’s pardon of my 
failings and infirmities; at leaft, that youf*Majeity would not 
Impute them in any wife to your faithful Commons: and, that 
they may be the better enabled to perfoim their*TIuty to your 
Majefty, and their country, I do, in their name, and on their 
behalf, by humble petition to your Majefiy, lay claim to all 
their ancient rights and privileges; particularly, that they, 
their fervants, and eftates, may be free from all arrefls and 
moleftations ; that they may enjoy freedom of fpeech in all 
their debates, and have liberty of accefs to your royal perfon# 
Voj^. I Xx when 
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tvhcn occafion (hall require it ; and that all ilicir proceeding? 
tnay receive from yqj'jr Majefty the moll favourable conftruc* 
tion. 

The Lord Chancellor, receiving further direflions from his 
Maje{|y, faid, 

Mr. Speaker, 

^T“HE King has an entire confidence in the prudence and 
temper of this Houfe of Commons, as veil as in their 
duty and alFcftioii to his perfon and government ; and his Ma- 
jelly docs moll readily grant to them all their privileges, in as 
full and ample manner as they have at any liinc been hereto 
fi.)re granted or allo\\^ed by his Majefty, or any ot his royal 
prcdeccirors. 

As to the fiiit which yon, Sir, have made on your own be- 
half, your former coiulucl is the clcareft evidence how little 
you (land in need of it; but, for your greater encouragement 
ancffiipport in thc<v"Xccntion of lb important a trull, liis Ma- 
jefty, agreeable to his won led goodnefs, has commanded me to 
afliire you, that he will always put the molt favourable con- 
ftruflion both upon your words and aftions. 


Hid Jlfajcjly s mrj} gracious Speech^ December 4, 1741- 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

IT is always a gr.cat fatisfaflion to me to meet you alTembled 
in Parliament ; and efpecially at tliis time, when the pofture 
of affairs makes your counfel and afliftance fo ncccfl'ary ; and 
when, by means of the new eledions, I may have an oppor- 
tunity of knowing the more immediate fenfe and dirpofitioii of 
my people in general, from their rcprclbntativcs, cholen during 
a fcafon which lias been attended with great variety of inci- 
dents of the higheft confcquencc and expeftation ; and during 
the coiirfe of the war in which v/e are engaged againft the 
crown of Spain: a war, in iifelf juft and neceffary, entered 
into by the repeated advice of both Houfes of Parliament-; 
and particularly recommended to me to be carried on in Ame- 
rica, which has bLcn my principal care. I can, therefore, 
make no doubt, but that you are met together fully fenliblc of 
ourprefent fituation ; and prepared to give me fiich advice zs 
/hall be moft conducive to the honour and true inlereft of my 
crown and kingdoms. 

You cannot but have obferveJ, with an attention fuitable to 
the occafion, the impending dangers that threaten Europe, and 
‘ . more 
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more immediately fuch parts of the continent as ftiall with- 
ftand or relift the formidable powers whilli are confederated for 
the fubverfion or rcduflion of the houfe of Aiidria, The ap- 
prehenfion of thefe things was comniuiiicatcd to the laR l^ar- 
liament ; when both Honfes cxprelied ihefr great concern for 
the troubles which were then broke out in the Aidhian domi- 
nions ; and came to the llron^cft rtfoluiions in tavoui ol the 
Qiicen of Hungary, for the maintenance of the pragmatic 
faiidion, and tor the preservation of the balance ot pov^/er, 
and the pt ace and liberties of Europe. And had other powers, 
that were under the like engagements with me, aiifAXTcd the 
jiirt expectations they had io lolemnly given, the liipport of 
the common caufe had been attended with h Is dillkulty. 

I liavc,^pui fuant to the advice of iny Parliament, c\cr fincc 
the death ot the late Emperor, exerted my felt in the fnppc'rt 
of the houfe of AiilUia. I have endeavoured, by the moll 
proper •and early applications, to induce oilier po^A^rs, liiat 
were equally engaged with me, and unitedj'^y common intend!, 
to concert fuch meafures as fo important and critical a con- 
junclure reepnred ; and \^here an accominod.ition feemed lo 
me to be necelfary, I labouied to reconcile ihofe pii xcs, whofc 
union would have been the moll ettethnil me.u,'' to piv vcnt the 
mifehieTs that have happened, aiicf the bell fecunty for the 
intereft and fafeiy of the whole. 

Ahliough my endeavours h^y^'e not hlthcrlo had the uelircd 
cfFeiSs, I cannot but ilill hope, that a jnll fenfc of tlie conf- 
mon and approaching danger will produce a more (avourahle 
turn in the councils of. other nations. In lliis liluaiion it is 
incumbent upon us to put ourfclvcs in a condition ti) improve 
all opportunities that fliall offer for maintaining the libLiiies of 
Europe y and to aflilt and fupport our friends and allies, at 
fuch time*, and in fuch manner as the exigency and circum- 
ftances of affairs lhall require ; and to defeat any^altcmpts 
that fhall be made againll me and my dominions, or agtiirifl 
thofe whom we are moft nearly concerned for, and in honour 
and intereft engaged to fupport and defend. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I have ordered eftimates to be laid before you^or the fervice 
of theenfuing year; and I muft defirc you to grant me fuch 
fupplies as the circumftances of affairs require; which, you 
may depend upon it, fhall be duly applied to the purpofes tor 
which they fhall be given. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have, during the courfe of my^reign, had fo much expe* 
rience of the duty and afieflion of *my Parliaments to my per- 
. • X X a fon 
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fon and government, and of their zeal for the good of thcif 
country, anti tlie fupp^rt of the common caufe, that I do, with 
the greatcft reafon, rely upon the continuance of them in the 
prefent conjunflure. There never was a time in wdnch your 
unanimity, vigour^ and difpatch, were nccelfary to fo many 
great ends as thofe which are^now before you. I will do my 
part ; let it appear, by your proceedings and rcfolutions, that 
you have that juft and hearty concern for them which their im- 
portance requires. ' 


Mdicfs by the Honje of Lords to his Majefy^ Dec. 5, 174’* 

^ Mofl gracious Sovereign, 

"tTrE, your Majefty*s moft dutiful and loyal fiibjedls, the 
Lords fpiritiial and temporal, in Parliament alfcmbled, 
beg leave to return your Majcfty our humble thanks -for your 
gracions fpccelj, from the throne ; and, at the fame time, 
to prefent unto your Majcfty our finccrc and joyful congratu- 
lations on your fafe and happy^ return Into this kingdom. 

The juft and neceffary w^ar, in which your Majcfty is en- 
gaged aganift the crown of Spain, is of fiich high importance 
to the trade and navigation of your fubjefts, and to the welfare 
of your kingdoms, that it is with the utmoft tliankfiilnefs we 
obferve the great concern which your Majcfty has been pleafed 
Vo exprefs for carrying it on ; which, we hope, by the Divine 
blcfling upon your Majefty’s arms, will be attended with fuc- 
cefs equal to the jufticc of your caul'e, and the ardent wifhes 
of your people. 

Your Majcfty has fo truly reprefented the impending dangers 
to \yhich Europe is expofed, in the prefent critical conjuac- 
fare, as muft a'/aken, in everyone, an attention' fui table to 
the occaTion : and vve cannot but be fully fenfiblc of the evil 
confcquenccs arifing from the dcfigns and enterprizes formed 
arnd carrying on for the fub\cilion i>r redud^ion of the houfe of 
Aiiftria, which thrcalcn fueh apparent mifehiefs to the com- 
mon. caufe. ' 

In this fituaiion it becomes us, with hearts full of gratitude 
to your Majfifty, t j acknowledge your royal goodnefs in ev 
prefling h earneft a dcfire to receive, and fo high a regard for 
the advice of your P.irli3mcnt: your Majefty, fecure of the 
loyalty and affe<rtIons of your people, may rely upon tliat witfe 
the bell-grounded confidence ; and we beg leave to aflure your 
Majefty, that we will not fdJl to take the important points 
which you have been pleafpd to mention to us into our moft 
leriotts confideration, and, in the moft dmifulf QURiur,. tootfer 
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to your Majeftjr fuch advice as fliall appear to us lo be mod 
conducive to the honour and true interdt of you/ crown and 
kingdoms. 

We have a due. fenfe how much the prefent poflure of affairs 
calls upon us for that unanimity, vigour, a«d difpatch, which 
your Majelly has fo wifely recommended to us ; and we do 
moft unfeigneclly give your Atajcffy the llrongell alfurauces, 
that wc will vigoroully and heartily concur in all juft and nc- 
ceiTary meafurcs for the difence and fiippori of your Majelly, 
. the maintenance of the balance and liberties of Europe, and the 
afliftance of our allies. 

As duty and afFedion to your Majcfty are in us fixed and 
unalterable principles, fo wc feel the impreilions of them, at 
this timcjj^ fo ftrong and lively in our breafts, that we cannot 
omit to lay hold on this opportunity of approaching your aiyal 
prefcncc to renew the moft finccre profellions of our conllant 
and inviolable fidelity: and we do, with a zeal and firmnefs 
never to be fl^aken, promife your Majcfty, that wc will, 
the hazard of all that is dear to ns, cxert^ourfelves for the de- 
fence and prefervation of your facred perfon and government, 
and the maintenance of the proteftunt fucceffion in your royal 
houfe, on which the continuance of the proteftant rcltgion> 
and the* liberties of Great Britain, ddth, under God, depend. 


His MajeJly^s Anfwcvy Dccanbcr 5, 1741. 

My Lords, 

I HEARTILY thank you for this very h\val and dutiful ad- 
drefs. The zeal which you have declared for my defcucc 
and fupport, and for the maintenance of the liberties ot Eu- 
rope, and |hc afliftance of our allies, gives uie great fatisfac- 
tion. You may depend upon my conllant rcg^I'd-tOLthc advice 
of my Parliament, and my (leady adherence to the true intciell 
of my crown and kingdoms. ^ 


m 

Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons^ Dc'imbcr 9, 174 ^* 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majcfty*s moft dutiful and loyal fiibjcas, the 
^ Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament nirembled, 
beg leave to congratulate your Majelly upon your fafe and happy 
returii to thefe your kingdoms; and to reuirn our finccre thunks 
for your moft gracious fpecch from the throne ; and, ai the 
fame time, with hearts full of duty and gratitude, cannot but 
• X X ^ acknow- 
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acknowledge your Majefty’s regard and attention to the honour 
and inlcreit dt* this n 2 |ion. 

The great and impending dangers that threaten Europe^ 
iijKier ilie prtfeiit critical and perplexed fituation of affairs, 
have been rcprefen^cd by your Majefty to your Parliament^ 
for thcii advice and alliilance, wiih fiiLb paternal concern, and 
fuch ;,ffc6tion to your people, rtich confidence in your faithful 
CommiUis, and fiich anxiety for the general good of Europe, 
as cannot fail to excite in us a ofle fenfe of your Majefty's 
goovlnefs and condeiccnrion ; and thereiore we allure your Ma- - 
jei.y, in the ftrong< It manner, tnat this Honfe will, as otten 
as tlu'fe momentous affairs Ihall come under our conlidera- 
lion, give your ivlajcfty fuch advice as becomes dutiful and 
faitlit'ul AibjL-^L'L.s, and fuch affillancc and fupport ^ fliall be 
nu I c oi.ducive to ilic hoiiour and true intcrell of your crowm 
and kinL'doius. 

And, in order to anfwer thefe neceffary purpofes, we will 
grlvnl liJtli LftVihial fiippiies as fhail enable yotir Majefty not 
only lo be in a readmef. to fupport your friends and allies, at 
fuch time*', and in Inch manner, as* the exigency and circum- 
ftanecs ot affairs (liall require; but, to oppofe and defeat any 
attempts that lliall be made againft your Majelly,* your crown, 
and kingtloms, rr againlf thofe who, ’being equally engaged 
with your Majeliy by the faith of treaties, or united by com- 
mon inureir, and common dangpr, lhall be willing to concert 
ftich mcaluies as (hall be found neceflary and expedient for 
inaiiuaining the balance'of Europe. 


U'ls jVlajtJIfs /Injivcr^ December 1741* 
Gentlenicn, 

T Rhl UJiN^ou my thanks for this dutiful and loyal ad- 
drels, and for the aHiiranccs you have given me at this cri- 
tical and iiP.por’aiit conjunftiirc. I fhall always have tho 
grcaleil regard the advice of my Parliament, and I make 
lu) doubt but you wjjl ;nSt therein in fuch manner as fhall be 
inoll cuikliicivc to the honour and intereft of my crown and 
kingdo.hs ; give me your fupport and alliltance in carrying 
on Inch mcalurcs as (lull be judged to be neceflary and ex- 
peilicnt. 
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The humble Addrefi of the Archbl/fjop^ the J^ijhops, and the Clergy 

of the Province of Canterbury^ in Convocation ajfmbltd ; pre^ 
fented to his Majejly on Friday ^ the i ith Day of Dec, 1 741. 

$ 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

" 1 X 7 E, your Majefly’s moil dluiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
Archbilhop, Bilhops, and Clergy, of the province of Can* 
tcrbiiry, in convocation afll'mbled, beg leave, with the general 
^voice r)f ybur people, to p refen t our moll humble and unfeign- 
ed congratulations on your Majelly's fafe and happy return to 
ihcfe your Brililli dominions. 

It is \vith the utmoft joy and faiisfaflion, that wc embrace 
every oppeytunity of openly profelling to your Majefty, and to 
nil the w’orld, our deep fenfc of the manifold and great blef- 
lings we enjoy under your atifpicious government ; of the free 
and eqaal courfe of all public juftice ; of the full and tin- 
'dilhirbed pofTcflion of our civil rights and liberties; with all 
thofe other benefits wliich daily accrue to us from yoiirwalch- 
tul care, and a£live zeal for the fafety, honour, and profperity 
of your kingdoms. 

But that which chiefly alFefls the hearts of your faithful 
clergy is, your firm and invariable Vefolution to fupport and 
defend our holy religion, as by the laws of your realm now 
happily cllablilhed in the chufch of England ; which, on all 
occalions, your Majefty hath fo fully and publicly declared, 
and of which we have fuch convincing and undeniable expe- 
rience, that with all pofljble thaiikfulncfs we reft aflured, that 
through the Divine aliillancc we (hall tranfmit to poflcrity, 
complete and entire, the fame primitive faith, the fame apofto- 
lic form of church government, and in all other refpc 6 ls the 
fame exccMcnt conftitution, wdiich hath hitherto been found the 
chief bulwark of the reformation. 

Thcfc fentiments, which fill our own breafts with unfpeak- 
able joy and gratitude, wc thinjc it our iridifpen fable duty, with 
our utmoft care and diligence, to imprefs on the minds of all 
thofe whom divine Providence hath placcjl under our infpcc- 
tion : and we do earneftly bcfccch the Almighty, by whom 
Kings rule, that all your defigns and undertaking for the pub- 
lic good may be crowned with fuccefs; that your reign over 
us may be long and glorious ; that the whole and every part of 
it may be as happy to yourfelf, and to your royal family, as it 
is beneficial to us, and all the reft of your people ; and that 
there may never be wanting one of your royal defeendants to 
fill the throne of thefe kingdoms till time ibnl! be no more. 

Uk 
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'Hli Afaj^ys Anjiuer^ Dec^ 1 1, l74** 

My Lords, and ihe reft of the clergy, 

I THANK you ^ery kindly for this afFeflionatc and loyal 
addre fs. You may depend upon my conftant care to main- 
tain ami fiippon the church of^ England, ashy law cftablithedi 
and to prel rve to toy people the full enjoyment of all iheif 
religious and civil rights. • 


Kis Maj^Jiys MejUage to the Houfe of Commons^ April i, 1742. 

^OcOtrCL Rjix- 

Tl is always with the utmoft reluclance that his Majefly alks 
^ any < xiiaordinary fupplics of his people ; but as hib faithful 
Commons have, with the greateft zeal and unanimijty, ex- 
p>rcfred their concern for the fupport of the houfe of Aullrin>. 
and for reltonng th« balance of power in Europe ; and as the 
late events, in favour of tlie Qtieen of Hungary, afford a rea- 
fonable profped ol fuccefs, his IVlajelty makes no doubt but 
this Ifoufe Will, at this time, readily grant him fuch a fupply 
as may enable him to concert proper meafures, and form fuch 
alliaiiccs with other powers, as may be neceifary for attaining 
thofc defuable ends w'hich they have in fo particular a manner 
lecomrnendcd to him. • 


A'fiJJuge ft om his Majcfiy to the Houfe (f Lords^ April 2, 174^* 
|Cit,v)RGii: Rkx. 

TJIlS Majeiiy received, with the grcatcfl fatisfaflion, the affu- 
^ ra,•u'e^ -given^ium by this Houfe, at the beginning of the 
feiiion, oi icr.fc they have of the dangerous fituation 

<>t artiiis in K;iiope, aiifing "from the defigns and enterprizes 
c.uryiug on tor liw fubverlion o^the houfe of Auftria, and of 
tlujr zeal and caindluefs in promoting all juft and necclfary 
iviafurcs tor the iT\pintcnance of the balance ot power, and 
tor the alliltaucc of ins allies. His Majefty firmly depends 
on il.ei! unaljgj; ibk: pcrfcyerance in the fame fentiments \ and 
as the la-.L events in favour of the Qiiccn of Hungary afford a 
nafoiiahle pn.lpcit ot iuccefs, he makes no doubt but that he 
ihall have the ready cooccurrence and fupport of this Houfe, in 
anv:erting fuch meafuresj, and forming fuch alliances with 
Oiliev powTrs, as ma) be moft effcdlual tor the prefervation of 
the hiiule of Auftria, and for reftoring the balance of power in 
Lujope, ’ • 

?• 


• m 



( 68 . ) 
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His Alajejlys moji gracious Speech fljuly 15, 1742. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

'T HiS fcHion of Parliament has been drawn out into fo un# 
iifual a length, and the feyfon of the year is fo far ad- 
vanced, that 1 am perfuaded you are all very dcfirous of a 
rcccfs. ^ 

1 acquainted you at the beginning of the fellion with my 
'endeavours to bring about an accommodation between ihofc 
princes whofe union was moft neceflary in this critical coii- 
tiiU'^jurc. T he treaty lately concluded between the O iie^ of 
Hungary atid the King of Pruflia, under my media: ionTanlMo 
highly to the honour of Great Britain, mult undoubtedly pro- 
tJiice the belt confcqucnces to the common caiife. 

The fucccircs wdiich have attended the Auilrian arms in 
Gcimany, the conjundion of the King of Sardinia’s forces 
with thofc of the (^iccn of Hungary in kaly, the prefent fa- 
vourable difpofilion of th^i States (icncral, and of tlie other 
great powers, arc, under God, Chiefly owing 10 the generous 
afliflance afforded by this nation to .its ancient apd natural 
allies. . • 

’^I hcfe happy events cannot fail to give encouragement to 
our friends, and to eftabliih the reputation of our llrength, and 
our juft influence abroad. * • . , 

If*, for the further fupport and def/L-nce of the Queen of 
Hungar3^, and to reflore and fccure the balance of power, fo 
particulaflj? recommended to me by my Parliament, it Ihoiud 
become necaffary for me to contract iievy engagements, or to 
enter into fukher mcafiires, I rely upon your zeal and pcife- 
verance in fc(juft a caufe to enable me to ina!:c them good. 

In the rmdll of thefe exienfivc tranfaftiems f h.-^ve been,'an 4 
fliall continue to be, attentive to the profecutlon of the war 
againft Spain with the utmoft vigour ; which of the gicateft 
importance to the trade and havigation of my lubjed‘'i the 
encouragement and protedion whereof fliall be one of my 

principal cares. * • 

• 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, ^ 


The zeal, unanimity, and difpatch, wit.h which you have 
given fuch large fi^pplies for the fcrvicc of the current year^ 
demand my particular thanjes; and are trcfli proofs of your 
duty to me, and of your concern for the true intereft of your 
country. The fuccefs with which thefe fupplies have btei| 
raifed mud convince the world of the eftablilhed credit of 
this nation. 

. Mj 
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My Lqrds and Gentlemen, 

I have the jnftf-ft confidence in the afteSions of my people ; 
which f ihall not fail to cultivate by a condanl care of their 
rights and liberties, ^and by promoting their profperity and hap- 
pinefs. Let it be your ciulcavoiir, in your rcfpcdive countries, 
to make thefc my good intentions rightly underllood ; to calm 
and heal all animoVuics and divifions; to fiipport my authority 
and government \ and to preferve tl^e peace and good order of 
the kbi^doin. 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty’s command, faid> 

My Lords and Gentlemen, ^ 

r is lus Majefty’s royal will and plcafurc, that this Parlia- 
ment be prorogued to 'I huifday, the fixteenth clay of Sep- 
tember next, 'to be (hen here held ; and this Parliament is ac- 
cordingly prorogued Tiiurfday, the lixteenth day of Septem- 
ber next. 


lln )KcJ? ^ragoiis S^ecchp JSovetnher i6, 174^* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^pHE prefent important coiyunfturc of affairs will, I am 
pcrftiaded, be thought a fullicieiil reafon for calling you 
thus early together. 

I have, in purfuance of the repeated advice of ipy Parlia- 
ment, taken inch a pari as appeared to me moll conducive to 
the fupport of the Hoiifc of Aullria, and to the /'clloring and 
fcciiring of the balance of power. In this view;: I ordered ^ 
conlidcrablc body of troops to be feat from hence int« Flanders; 
and, at Ihe clofc of the lail fclfion, I forefaw, and pointed out 
to you, that it might be incumbent upon me to enter into fur- 
ther meafiircs for the fame greauand defirable ends. The aiig- 
n^cntation of our ftrength in the Low Countries became a nc- 
cclfary ffep ; for wkhich purpofe I fent, in concert with my 
allies, 16,000 of, my Elcdoral troops thither, with the Hef- 
Imus :n the Mtifli pay, in order to form fuch a force, in con- 
jundion with the Aullrian troops, as might be of fervice to the 
common caufc in all events; and 1 doubt not but I (hall have 
your affillance in the fupport of tjiefp neceffary mcafures. 

riie magnanimity and firmnefs of the Qiieen of Hungary, 
notwithftanding fo many numerous armies fent againft her; the 
/tefolutc condud of the King of Sardinia, and his itrid adherence 
to his engagements, though attacked in his own dominions; 

• the 
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ihc flop which has been hitherto put tb the ambltioi^s defigns of 
the court of Spain and Italy; (to which fhe operations ot my 
fleet in the Mediterranean have fo vilibly contributed) the 
change of affairs in the North, which has appeared by ilie pub- 
lic requifition made by Sweden, of my good dUiccs for procuring 
a peace between KuHia and that crown ; and the delenlive al- 
liances agreed upon, not only between me and the Czarina, but 
alfo between me and the King of Pruflia, are events which 
could not have been cxpedlfid, if Great Britain had not Ihewn 
a feafonablfc fpirit and vigour in the defence and ailirtancc of iti 
ancient allies; and in the maintenance of the liberties of Eu- 
rope, as well as of its own true and lading interell. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I have ordered the proper eftimates for the fervice of the en- 
fuing year to be prepared, and laid before you ; and alfo an ac- 
count of the expenfe of thofc particular ferviccs, ivhich I have? 
already mentiorv^d, and which you will find to have been con- 
certed in as frugal a manner as the nature of them would admit. 
1 am perfuaded that you will readily grant me fuch fupplics, as 
fliall be found nccelfary for the fecurity and welfare of the na- 
tion; requifite for the fupport of the commofi caufej and ade- 
quate to the prefeni emergency. * 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The importance of your deliberations at thre time is fo evi-» 
dent;‘ 4 hat I will fay nothing tocnforcc*it : the honour and in- 
tcred ot\my crown and^ kingdoms; the fuccefs of the war, 
wherein engaged againfl. Spain; and the re-cllabli(hmcnt 
of the balanfc and tranquillity of Europe, will gicatly depend 
on the prudeifce and vigour of your rcfolutions. Let it be your 
care to avoi^l every thing that may either delay or weaken them ; 
and to convince the world, that you are determined to make a 
right ufe of the prefent opportunity. 


Addrefs to his Majefiy by the Lords^ Noifmbcr 1 7, 1742* 

Moft gracious Sovereign, ^ 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, in Parliament alT'embled, 
beg leave to return your Majefty our fincere and bumble 
thanks for your moft gracious fpecch from the throne. 

The fupport of the Houfe of Auftria, and the reftoring and 
fecuring the balance of power, are of fo great moment, as wcU 
to the eifential intereft of this nation in particular, as to the 
* liberties! 
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liberties of ^Europe in general, that we efteem it our peculiar 
f;:iicity, in *thi.s criticjl and dangerous conjundlure, to have a 
Prince upon the throne, who not only (hews the moll gracious 
regard to the advice of his Parliament upon this important fub- 
jeiS, but takes all <>|^portunities to conhrm and animate them in 
the pujfuil of it. We acknowledge, with hearts full of gra- 
tiiudc, your Majcfly’s royal wSfdom and cffcfliial care in car- 
rying on this great work, which has appeared in nothing more 
than in fending fo confidcrablc a bftily of your forces into the 
Low Countries, and in ftrengthening them afterwards witiv 
your cicclora! troops, and the Hclfians in the Britilh pay. By 
ihib Hep, fo honourable to your Majelly and *fo advantageous 
your Majelly has dcmonltrated that you prefer 
this glorious caufe to all other conlideraiions, and has formed 
fuch an army, as may at once defend and encourage thofc 
powers w'ho arc well intcniioncd, and give a real alTiftancc to 
the Qticen o£ Hungaiy: and we beg leave to alfure yo*ir Ma- 
jeily of our chccrl^jl and zealous concurrence and fupport in 
this necellary meufure. 

The good cfFccls vvliich the vigoifr exerted by Great Britain, 
under your Majclly’s authority and influence, in affilling its 
ancient allies and maintaining the liberties of Europe, hath 
already had upon the affairs of the Queen of Hungary, upon 
the conduit of feveral powers, and the Hate of Europe in ge- 
neral, are vifible to all the world. It is with the utmoft fatis- 
failion we obferve them; and rely on your Majefty’s known 
care and attention to the public welfare, to piirfue and kiiprovc 
them: ai)d we cannot but entertain well-grounded h)3(>es, that 
fo great an example, and a ftcady perfcverance in the fame 
mcafiircs, will infpire the like fpirit and refoluiLim into other 
powers, equally engaged by treaties and common iniercft, to 
lake the like part, « 

Your Majelly has laid before us fo juft a reprcfentaiion of 
the impuriance of our deliberations at this time, as cannot fail 
to make an imprcITion upon aU true lovers of their country, 
equal to the dignity and weight of it. Permit us on our parts, 
to give jour M;ije(ty the flrongeft affuranccs, that we have the 
Iionour and fafeiy of your Majefiy, the true intereft and prof- 
perity of yonf^kingdoms, the fecurity and advancement of their 
commerce, the fuccefs of the war againft Spain, and the re- 
cllahlilhmcnt of the balance and tranquillity of Europe, en- 
tirely at heart. Thefe (hall be the conftanl objefls of our pro- 
ceedings and refolutions, from yrfaich we will never depart, 
being firmly determined to fupport your Majelly in all juft and 
ncccH'ary meafures for attaining thofc great and dcfirable ends. 
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and to ftand by and defend your Majcfly and your government^ 
againft ail your enemies, I 


H/'s Majcjiys Anfwerj NovcmtHr 17, 1 742, 

My Lords, ^ • 

^HE duty and afFeclion which you exprefs in this addreft 
for my perfon and government, are accompanied with fo 

t reat zeal for the common caufe and the true iiitcrell of my 
irigdoms, as gives me the utmoll fatrsiadion. I thank you 
heartily for it \ ;vnd doubt not but your vigorous fupport, fo early 
and unanimoully given, will have the bell eft'eds 
and abroad. 


Addrefs to his MajeJiy by the Honfe of Commons y Nov. 17, 1742* 
Moil gracious Sovereign, ^ 

Wh your Majelly’s inofl dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
Commons of (jreat Britain, in Parliament alfenibled, 
beg leave to return your Majeily mir fincere thanks for your 
Majefty’s moft gracious fpeech from ihe throne. 

It is with the greated (atisfadion that wc have feen the coii- 
ftanl attention your Majelly has been graciouily plcaftdto give 
to the advice of your Parliament^ and as we tliink that the fup- 
por^of the houfe of Auftria, and the rcljoring and fi curing the 
balance power in Europe, arc in fc parable from i!ic true in- 
tcrcll of ti.efc kingdoms, wc delire, in the llrongelt manner, to 
exprefs our grateful fenfe of the early care taken by your Ma- 
jefty, in forndng fuch an army in the Low Countries, as might 
be of fcrvJce||to thofe great and dcfirable ends: and as wc are 
fatisfied tha^ a force fulficient for that purpofe could r\ot have 
been fo readily allbmblcd, as by your Majefty’s fending a body 
of your own Eledoral troops, together witji the Hefiians, to 
join the Britifh and Auftrian forces in thofe parts, wc arc de- 
termined cheerfully and effeitually to fupport your Majefty ia 
all fuch necelfary mcafures, • • 

We beg leave to congratulate your Majefty on the happy 
and unexpcdled turn of the affairs in the NortlT^ we aifiirtf 
your Majefty, that we are fully convinced that it is by the vigour 
and fpirit fliewn by your Majefty in defence of your allies, that 
the Queen of Hungary has been principally encouraged to bear 
up amidft extreme difficuhies, notwithftanding the numerous 
armies fent againft her: and we are perfuaded that the faqie 
fpirit and vigour have enabled the King of Sardinia to a«ft a 
part fg ufeful to the common caufe, to which the vigilance and 
* ^ ^ adlivity 
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iflivlty of •your Majcfty’s fleet in the Mediterranean have fo 
remarkably eontribuf.*d. 

Your (nithfnl Commons afllirc your Majefty that they will, 
witli the ^reatefl alacrity and readinefs, grant fuch fupplics as 
(hall be foiin.l ncccfTary lor perlciSling llu; great work in which 
your Majo^y is engaged, lor prolVaiting with vigour the juft 
and ncccHaiy war with Spain,* and for maintaining the honour 
and feairify of your Majelly and your kingdoms. 

Your tailiifiil Commons, in all their deliberations, will en- 
deavour to make manifeft to the w'orld, that they have nothing 
ii) nuieh at heart as the honour of your Majefty, the fupport 
of ypur government, and the true intereft of your Majefty’s 
11^11 J kingdoms. 


77 / A jMiijcfiys Anj^Mcr^ November 22, 1742. 

• • 

Gcntlrmen, 

T T HANK yen this diiiiful and afft 6 lionate adclrcfs, and 
for the great marks of confidence you repofe in me. 

The extraordinary fupplics that I am obliged to afle of my 
people have become ncc^laiy for fupporting that caufe, which 
is infeparahlc from the true intcreli of my kingdoms. 

Yon m;iy be aifured I lhall w'ilh for nothing more than an 
opportunity to eafe my fubj*?rts of all thofc exlraoidiiiary 
chargc.s vvhich the prefent exigency of affairs may require. 

./ 

Hh Miijrf.y's moj} Sj’t'n‘>, l')cc(mher /i, 1 742. 

My U •rds and Gentlemen, ) 

T AM very glad of the cvcaflon, which my coming hither at 
this time gives me, o[ exprcningUi ytni the great fat isfafi ion 
I lake, in feeing fo good a progrefs already made in the bufinefs 
of this feflion. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

T'hc rca^icfs anddlfpatch with which you have thus early 
provided fo confiderablc a part of the lupplies for the enfuing 
year, deferve my particular thanks: and I make no doubt, but 
the fame zeal for the common caufe will induce you to enable 
me to concert proper meafures, and to ervter into or make good 
luch alliances and engagements with other powers, as may be 
necefliiry for the fupport of the Queen of Hungary, and reftoring 
the balance of power. • 


4 


• My 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, ^ 

1 look upon this good beginning as | fiire pledge of your 
ftcadinefs in purfuingthc true intercil of Great Britain^ which 
is and ever lliall be niy only view* 

i 

^he humble Addrefs of the chbi/I) op ^ the Bijhcps^ and the Cur gy 

of the province of C iKterhtiry^ hi convocation ajjcmblid ; prefenud 
^ to his Afajejly qn Saturday^ the third day of Alai ch^ J 743. 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

V;^E, the Archbifliop, Bifliops, and Clergy of 

of Canterbury, in convocation alTcmblcd, animated with 
unfeigned ^lu! afftdiionate loyalty, humbly beg leave to declare, 
in the ftrongeft manner, the jult indignation \vc TclI on the 
efforts made by France, in favour of a poj)ilh l^rclcndLr, 1*0- 
lemnly renounced and abjured by this nation. 

This wicked and daring attempt excites tn the bread of every 
true Englifhman and prutedant, the utmod detedatioti ; and in 
the mod fenfible manner affeds all your Majcdy*s clergy of the 
church of England, who, lliould it prove fucccfsful, mult iin- 
quedionably fall an early facrificc to the implacable and certain, 
•though occalionally (lifl'embled, rage of popilh fuperdijion: it 
IS big with every evil vvhich cun undo a free people, fubvert 
the principal bulwark of the Keformation, and thereby at 
length dcitroy the wdiolc protedant intcred; and it is hcinuiifly 
aggravated by the intended inlrodu^Slion of a French army, iirlt 
to ravage and lay wade our dear country, and having made 
England a d?cnc of blood and devadaiion, then to reduce it to 
the wrctchcd^condition of a French province. 

Such an jl-^rming circumdance adds horror to our refentment, 
and places the faithlefs and ambitious enemies of ytiur Majedy’s 
crown and people in the mod odious and dctedablc light. Vain 
delufion, to imagine that Engliflimcn and protedants can fo 
lightly part with the. mod vamable blcflings, purchafed at an 
immenfe expenfc of their blood and treafure; and patiently 
become the llaves of France! • 

After devout thanks to Almighty God, wc^c bound in 
judice to offer the mod grateful acknowledgments to your Ma- 
jedy for the entire prefervation of the church of England in all 
its rights and privileges : and we beg leave unanimoully to alfurc 
your Majedy, that, influenced by every motive which duty or 
gratitude can fugged, we ihall condantly endeavour, as well 
by OUT own example, as by our labours with the people com- 
mitted to our charge, to recommend* and enforce, upon all oc- 
« cafions, 



( 688 ) 

cafions, cfapclally in the prcfenl important junaure, the moft 
zealous loyalty artd dutiful regard to your Majefty's royal per- 
fon and government: and we firmly triifl that very few, if any, 
of our Icllow fiihjerfs, not infatuated by the delnfionsof popery, 
can be prevailed ijp6n to rjcrifico^ with equal guilt and folly, the 
religion, freedom, and happinefs of their country, to the en- 
fiaving and pernicious views*" ol our natural and conftant 
enemies. 

We carneflly pray and afiiifcdly^ hope, that the fame good 
Providence, greatly propitious to the protellant religion and^ 
the liberties of Europe, wliich very lately coveicd your facred 
head in tlie day of battle, and blclfcd your Majd'ly with a fignal 
artt*fv?r- memorable victory, will not futfer any weapon formed 
ayniidl yon to profper; hut will ftill prcTcrve your royal perfon 
in fafety, healtls and glory ; and long, very long c<^ntinue to a 
loyal and thankful people, the many great and invaluable 
hlcifings of your M.ijefiy’s w'ifc and happy reign, and tranfmit 
ilic fame, in your^'UJgidl and royal houfe, to. our latcil pof- 
tciity. 


IVis Alajtjly^ 5 Anfwer^ March ^743* 

My Lords, and the reft of the Clergy, 

T THANK you for this dutiful and loyal addrefs: the juH 
conrcrii you exprefs for the* prefervatjon of our happy con- 
ftitiition in church and* ftate, agaiull all attempts to overturn 
it, is very accepluble to me; and I doubt not but your feiui- 
incnts and example will animate my lubje<5ls to unite zealouily 
ill the fupport of it. You may be firmly allured of the conti- 
nuance of my care and attention to maintain the church ot 
England as by law cftablillicd. 


//:s MiijcJh's mojl graciQu% Speech^ April 2 Ijf 1743* 

My Lords and G^uitlcmcn, 

^T^HE zeal, prudence, and difpatch with which you have 
^ canicd<5ii the public bufmefs during the courfe of this 
fftflion give me the greatert fatisfadlion. 

That this nation and the common caufe may reap the mod 
beneficial fruits of your vigorous refolulions, I have, at the re- 
qnifition of the Qiicen of Hungary, ordered my army, in con- 
juiuflion with the Auftrian troops, to pafsthe Rhine, as auxi- 
liaries to her Hiigarian M^ijcfty, and for her fupport and alTif- 
Unce; and to bppofc any dangerous mcafures that might affeil 

tlio 
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tlie balance and liberties of Europe, or hinder the»re-eftabli(h« 
inent of the public tranquillity, upon ju()and (olid foundations. 
J have continued a ftrong fqnadron in the Mediterranean, and 
another in the Weft Indies, in order to carry on the great 
work of diftrefling our enemies the Spaniards, and reducing 
them to fafe and honourable terms of peace; as well as of 
maintaining the rights of navigation anil commerce belonging 
to my fubjeSs: and from the fonher of thefe fquaJrons, my 
allies in Italy have found, and ftill continue to receive, a molt 
• iiftfiil aiift advantageous fupport. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I return you my thanks for the ample fupplies 
haw5 gianted for the fervice of the current year, and which, you 
may he aftureci, fhall be applied to thofe great ends for which 
they were given. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have a firm confidence in your goodTaffeft ions; and it is 
tlic fixed purpofe of my hc^art to promote the true intereft and 
happinefs of rny kingdoms. In return for this, I expedl on 
your part, that you will exert your beft endeavours in your re- 
fpc61ivc rtaiions to render my government caly, and to pr^ferve 
the peace and quiet of the nation. ^ 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty's command, 

laid, « 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is his Majefty’s royal will and pleafiirc, that this Parlia- 
ment prorogued to Tuefday, the feventhday of June next, 
to be then here held ; and this Parliament is accordingly pro- 
rogued to Tuefday, the feventh day of June next. 


His MajeJifs mrjl gracious Speech ^ Detemhef I, 1743. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, • - ^ 

CINCE your hft Meeting, I have, purfuant to your advice, 
and in confequence of your fupport, exerted my endeavours 
for the prefervatioii of the houfe of Auftria, and the maintenanco 
of the balance and liberties of Europe. It has plcafcd God to 
give fiiccefs to our arms, in conjunAion with thofe of the Queen 
JS& Hungary, and her auxiliaries. , The dominions of that 
Princefs have been entirely evacuated by her enemies; and the 
. Yol. I. Y y powerful. 
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powerful armici; which had marched to their afUftancc, have 
been obliged to retirefaut of the empire. In this conjun£lure 
it is a great ratisfa61ion to me to acquaint you, that I have been 
joined by a body of troops of my good friends and allies the 
States General. 

In further profeciition of ^thefe meaftircs, the definitive 
treaty between me, the Queen of Hungary, and the King of 
Sardinia, has been happily concluded^ which lhall be laid before 
you. The advantages which cannot fail to refult from this 
alliance to the common caufc are apparent; and it will bc' 
particularly conducive to the intcrclls of my kingdoms, by cHf- 
the ambitious views of the crown of Spain, with 
wiviai we are engaged in fo juft and neceffary a war. As I 
make no doubt but you will proceed upon thefe foundations 
with firmnefs and conftancy, we may reaionably hope to fee the 
public tranquillity re-eftablifhed, and a general and honourable 
peace obtaintH. Thefe are my views, to which my uthnoft at- 
tention and rcfoluti^n fliall not bc w^anting: bot, in order to 
bring about thefe great ends, mcafnres of vigour are necefiary ; 
and to enable me to concert and carry on fuch mcafures, I do, 
with a juft confidence, rely on your zealous, cheerful, and 
cffc^lual fupport. •. 

The marriage of my yonngeft daughter with the Prince Royal 
Denmark cannot but give fatisfnftion to all my good fubjc£ts, 
as it tends to cement and ftrengthen the proteftant interefl in 
liuropc. , 

Gentlemen of 4he Houfc of Commons, 

I have ordered the eftimates to be laid before you for the fer- 
vicc of the enluing year ; and defire you to grant me fuch fup- 
pHes, as (hall bc rcquifiic for the hoiU)ur and fecurity of the 
nation, .and adequate to the exigencies of the publics 

In doing this, let me particularly recommend it to yon, to 
enable me to concert proper mcafures, and to enter into and 
make good fuch alliances and evigagements with other powxrs, 
as may bc neceirary for the fupport of the Qiicen of Hungary, 
and reftoring the balance of power. 

-iU 

My L«vtts and Gentlemen, 

I have had fuch experience of your duty and aifc^Iion to me, 
and of your zeal for the good of your country, that it would bc 
fiiperfluous to add any thing to prefs thefe important confidera- 
tions upon you. Union and harmony amongft ourfelvcs, and 
and difpatch in your proceedings, are indirpenfably ne- 
cefla^y in fuch conJun£lures, Let nothing obiiruA or divesit 
your ftoadtnefs and application to the great ends which 1 have 
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kid bcfote you ; and be afTured^ that nothing can OVef cfivoft 
tne from purfuing your true and iafting inter^ft* * 


Mdrcfs by the Houfebf Lords to his MajiJly^ Decimbcr 1 743# 

Moft gracious Sovereign* ^ ^ 

T^E, your Majefty*s ipoft diiflfiil and loyal fubjecis, the 
Lords fpi ritual and temporal, in Parliament aHembled^ 
•bc'g leave’ to return your Majefty our hUmble thanks for your 
tnhil gracious fpecch from the throne. 

The anxious concern which, filled the hreaflA o(^ all youf 
faitlihil fubjectsj iipoit tlic dangers to which your fac red perl oil 
has be en expofed, redoubles our joy on your lafe and liappy re- 
turn into this kingdom. Onr firft thanks are due to Almighty 
G()cl tor the prefervaiion of your invaluable life ; otir next to 
your Majefty, to whofc magnanimity and unv^aried labours 
for the good of the common caiifc we ftalfd fo highly indebted^ 
On this occafion* permit vs to offer our fmcerc congratnliirion.<> 
to your Majefty on the fuccefs td your arms* in the fiipport 
of the honfe of Auftria, and the defence of the liberties ot" 
Europe. • 

A ftiicl union Ir twcen your Majefty, the Queen of Hungary^ 
and the King of Sardinia, is fo neccllary in the prefenf poftuifil 
of affairs, tliai wetake great fafisfadfion in fccingit cftablifheil; 
and wc beg your Majefty to accept caif thanks for communi- 
eating to us the coJiclulion of tlie definitive treaty for that pur- 
pofe. The juft and r.Vcclfary war in which your Majefty 
engaged againft Spain, is of fo great importance, that the dif- 
appointment of the ambitious dcfigns of that crown cannot but 
be particularjy advantageous to thefc kingdoms, 

Wc aclcnoVledgc, with the utmoft graiitudc, your Majefty’st 
goodnefs in declaring to your Parliament your wife and falutar/ 
views to bring about a general and honourable jicace by vigo- 
rous meafiircs. In fo glorioiA a caufe, animated by fo great 
an example, the arms and the hearts of Great Britain will al- 
ways atteixi upon you ; and we do, v^ith afrefolution and firm- 
nefs becoming your Hoiifc of Peers, affure^ur^ajefty of ou^ 
zealous and cheerful concurrence and (upport in ?he neceffary 
means to this great and defirable end. 

We beg leave to congratulate your Majefty on thcaufpicioixs 
marriage of her royal highnefs the Priricefs Lotiifa with tho 
Prince Royal of Denmark ; and on the increafe of your royal 
family by the birth of a prince^ Evert event which addt 
i[rcngth to yoiir illuftrious houfe, it an ai^iUQtt of fecurity ta 

Y y a jour • 
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your tingdoms ; fmcc on the ftabiliiy of the protcftant fucccflion, 
the continuance of our religion^ IawS| and liberties^ does> under 
God, depend. f 

The gracious manner in which your Majefty has recom- 
mended to us unioij, and harmony at home, is a frefli inftance 
of your paternal tendernefs towards your people. It (hall be 
our condant endeavour in all ^ur proceedings to promote and 
augment thefegood difjpofiyons, which arc fo peculiarly nccef- 
fary in this conjunSure ; and we befeerh your Majcdy to accept 
the ftrongcfl: a^hirances of our inviolable duty and fidelity to 
your Majetty; and that vve will (tcadily piirfiic fiich meali;;'v:s 
as may mod ellccStually conduce to the honoui^and fafely'of 
your Majiilly, the Icciirity and profperity of our country, and 
the niainttnancc of the balance and liberties of Europe. 


HiiMfijcJJf s Jiifu:cy^ Dccemhcr 2^ *743* 
jMy Lords, ^ 

J RETURN ymi my hearty thank*?* for thi'^ dutiful and afFec- 
tionate a<ldrels. T he alliiranccs you give me of your vi- 
gorous fupport will have the bed abroad; and you may 

depend on my making ufc* of that conbdcncc which you. repofe 
in me, for the honour and true iiitercd of my crown and 
ki'igdoms. 


^jddrrh by the Houjt *jf Conimofis^ Deember 2, 1 743 - 
Mod gracious Sovereign, 

Majedy’s mod dutifu] and loyal fubjefts, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfembled, 
beg leave to return our humble thanks for your Majedy’s mod 
gracious. fpecch from the throne. 

VVe beg leave to congratulate your Majedy on your fafe and 
happy retina into this kingdom ; and, with hearts full of gra- 
litiide, we acknowledge tlic goodne fs of divine Providence to 
this nation, in protefting your Majeflys facred perfon amidd 
the imminent dangers to wJiich your invaluable life has been 
expofed, in^CnCe of the common caiife, and of the libertic^^, 
ot Europe, ^our Majefty ’s regard and attention to the advice 
ot your Parliament, in exerting your endeavours for the pre- 
jervation ot the houfeot Audria, recjuireVnir warmed acknow- 
ledgments; and it is with the highcll fatisfac^\ion we reflet on 
the fuccefs of your Majedy’s arms, in the profecutioii of this 
great and neceifary work, with fomuch glory to your 
a^nd honour to this nation» * 

A# 
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As the interefts of this kingdom and thofe of ^hc United 
Provinces are infeparablc, nothing coiiltL be more welcome to 
your Majefty’s faithful Commons, than your Majefty’s having 
been joined by a body of the troops of the States General. 

We beg leave to dec laic our faiist'ac^ion in your Ma- 
jefty’s having concluded a definitive treaty between your 
Majelly, the Qiieen of Hung^iry^ ant^ the King of Sardi- 
nia ; an alliance which muft naturally contribute to the ad- 
vantage of the common caufe, and to the difappointing and 
•dittfftllmg'thc crown of Spain, with which this nation is en- 
gaged in fo and necelfary a war. 

it is with the fincerefl joy that wc congratulate your Majcf- 
fy on tlie Iiappy marriage of the Princefs Loiiifa with iRe Prince 
Royal of Denmark, which tends to unite and Ihengthcn the 
protellant intcreft in Europe. 

We likewife beg leave to congratulate your Majcfty on the 
incrcafe of your royal family by the birth of a paince ; ns it is 
an additional pledge and fccurity fiir tht^continuancc ot the 
prolcrtanf fuccefiion in your royal houfe. 

Your faithful Commons hug leave to-alliirc your Majerty 
that they will, with the grcatcli zeal, unanimity, and difpatcli, 
grant to your Majcfty fiich cfTeflual [upplies as lhall be found 
requifite for the honour and fccurity of this nati(jn, and as may 
enable your Majcfly to concert fuch ullianccs, and purlkc with 
vigour fuch mcafures as may be iicceilary lor the re-clbblilhiii^ 
the public tranquillity, and procuring a fafe and honoiirabit; 
peace. 


His AIujeJiys ArtMer^ December I743- 
Gentlemen, 

J RETUftlSr you iny thanks for this dutiful and afFeiJlionate 
nddiel's. 

’^I’he unanimous fupport of my faithful Commons will add 
great weight to my ciulcavour^ tor the public fervice, and be 
the furell means ot bringing the great work which by your ad- 
vice I am engaged in, to an honourable anifhappy condwfion. 


Mejfagc from his MojcJly to the Houfe of Commons^ 3 G 1 744* 

George Rex. 

’Ll IS Majclly, in his fpeech at the opening of this feflion) ac- 
qiiainted his Parliament of the marriage of’ his yotingell 
. diAightcr with the Prince Roval of Denmark \ which could not 
bill give fatibladlion to all his good fubjefls, as it tends to cc- 
• YyS ^ ment 
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fhcnt and ftfcngthcn the proteftant intcrcft in Europe ; and his 
Majefty having agreed to give his daughter a portion of forty 
thoufand pounds, proniifes himfelf the concurrence and adiil- 
jance of this Houfe, itj enabling him to perform the faid agree* 
nient. ^ 


His Mojefiy s mf>Ji gracious Speech^ Fcb» 14 , 1744 * 

o 

My Lords and Gentlemen, , « 

iT is with great plcafure that I take this opportunity to ahbfe 
^ you of my entire fatisfadion in the difpatch "and unanimity 
of your proceedings in this (efliion of Parliament, and in the 
zeal you have fliewn for the common caufc, and for the honour 
and true intcreft of Great Britain. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I return you my thanks for the rcadinefs and checrfiilnefs 
with which you havl already provided io conliderable a part of 
the fupplics : and I make no doubt Lui the fame zeal and good 
>difpofition will induce you to enable me to make good the alli- 
ances 1 am already engaged in, and to concert fuch other inea- 
fures, in this important cdlijundlurc, as Qiall be judged ncccf- 
fary for^thc fuppor( of the (.hiccn of Hungary, an»l for carrying 
flin the prefent war with vigour, in order to procure a fafe and 
honourable peace. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have, in conjun£lion with the Queen of Hungary and the 
States General, toncludcd a treaty with the King of Poland, 
which I will oivier tv> be laid before you. Let me earneftly 
recommend to you the continuance of the fame (Icadinefs and 
harmony in your deliberations, which cannot fail to give great 
encouragement to my allies, and to add great weight to our 
eftbrts. 


from his Majejiy to both Houfes^ February 1 5 , 1744 ^ 


Georg 

ILJJS Majcfty having received undoubted intelligence, that 
the cldell fon of the Pretender to his crown is arrived in 


France, and that preparations are making there to invade this 
kingdom, in concert with difaiFcded perfons here ; and that 
fi^h invafion is to be fupported by the Iquadron of French men 
of war which has been crujfing fcveraldays in the.Britifhchat^ 
Del ; bis Majeftv has judged it proper to acquaint the Houfe of 
I / Xorda, 
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Lords with an intelligence of fuch high importance to his crown| 
and to the peace and fecurity of thefe kingaoms ; antMiis Majcfty 
doubts not, from the experienced zeal, cjpty, and afFedion of 
the Houfe of Lords, that they will ftrehgthen his hands, and 
concur in all fuch meaftires as ihall benecefTary for difappoint* 
ing and defeating fo dangerous an attempt ( and for the fecurity 
of his perfon and government, and the religion, laws, and 
liberties of thefe kingdoms. / 


both Houfes of Parliament^ February 15, 1744* 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s mpft dutiful and loyal ful)je£ls, the 
^ Loi\ls fpiritiial and tcmpoial, and Commons, in Par- 
liament affembled, return your Majeftj^ our humble thanks for 
having been gracioufly plcafeJ to acquaint us, ‘that you have re- 
ceived undoubted intelligence of the Pretender *sTldeft fon being 
arrived in France, and of the preparations which arc making 
there to invade this kingdom, in concert with difaiFedlcd per- 
fon s here. 


As this mark of your Majefty's juft confidence in us demands 
our moft grateful acknowledgmentt, fo we cannot but look 
upon fuch a dclign with the iitmoft indignation and abhor- 
rence. • 

Loyalty, duty, and afFcftioh to your JVIajefty, concern ipr 
cfurfclves and our poftcriry ; every iijtcreft ami every motive 
that can warm or engage the hearts of Britons and protcllanis, 
call upon us, on this important occafion, to exert our utmoil 
endeavours, that, by the blelling of God, your cru niies may 
be put to confufion ; and wc do, with the greateft fmceriiy 
and firmiftefs, give your Majefty the ftrongeft aflifrances that we 
will, with the warmeft zeal and unanimity, take the moil: cf- 
fcftual ineafures to enable your Majefty to frufiraio and defeat 
lb defperate and infolent an attempt, arid to fccurc and preferve 
your royal perfon and govenunent, and the religion, laws, and 
liberties of thefe kingdoms. 

And we beg leave to declare to your* Majefty, aQU to the 
whole world, that it is the fixed refolutiWNi^^^ purpofc »jf our 
hearts, at the hazard of our lives and fortunes, fuppoii and 
defend youh Majefty, and your undoubted right and title to the 
crown of thefe realms, and the proteftant Vucceftion in your 
royal houfe, in oppofition to, and defiance of, the Pretender and 
bis adherents, and ail other ybUr Majeftjr’s enemies. 


Yy4 
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flis Mtijejl^s Anjwcr^ February 20, 1 744. 

My Lords and Gcrllemcn, 

1 THANK you heaftily for this zealous and affeftionate ad^ 
drefs. I make«na doubt but the vigour and unanimity 
which you have expreffed on this occafion, will, by the blef- 
fing of God, enable i^ie to defdat the evil dcfigns of our ene- 
mies; and you may be afTifred, that no care or precaution has 
been, or fhall be wanting on my pait,’ for tlic defence and wel- 
fare of my kingdoms. - 


UI5 Majcjlys mojl gracious Speech y April 3, 1744. 

‘My Lords and Gentlemen, 

'T^HE preparations wh*ich were fo long carried on in France to 

• invade tlris kingdom, in favour of a popilh Pretender, 
have at laft been foVowed with a declaration of w^ar by that 
crown againft me. The duty, afFcdlion, and zeal for me and 
my family, which have been fo fully and cordially cxprelFcil 
in the unanimous refolutions of both lloufcs of Parliament, 
and in the loyal and feafpnablc adclrelTes of all my good fub- 
jefts, ought to have convinced our enemies how ill-grounded 
any hop^s of fwceefs were, with which they might have vainly 
fmtered themfclves in fuch an attempt. To me it is the trued 
fatisfaftion, and mu ft be the greateft fccurity to my govern^ 
ment, that jnit at the time of entering into this war, I have 
had fuch folcmn alTuranccs and pledges of the fidelity and good 
afFeftions of my people. 

Whatever colours may be endeavoured to be put on tlicfe 
injurious proceedings of the coiut of France, I can appeal to 
the whole world for the reftiiude and equity of my*condu£l, 
always fteadily direilcd to the defence of the ancient allies of 
my crown, conformably to treaties to the prefervation of the 
balance and liberties of Europe, und the maintenance of the 
commerce and elTential interclls of my kingdoms, purfuant to 
the adviqe of my Parliament, without invading the rights of 
any other powc^.,«M- ' 

Under thafe circiimftanccs I have declared war on my part 
againft the French King, and have made the proper requiiltiuns 
to my allies, particularly the States General of the United 
Provinces, (whofe firm fricndfhip 1 have fo lately experienced) 
to join with me, ^nd perform their engagements on this iin- 
I^Qrtanr oocafton. 

Gentlemen'" 
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Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I take this opportunity to thank yoii|for the rcailincfs and 
difpatch with which you have already granted uic large fupplics, 
and that on terms fo advantageous to thi>public, although wc 
were then adiially menaced with an invasion. It would give 
mt? the utmoft concern to fee our expenfes incrcafttl bv this 
new event ; but if you (hall ftnd any tfiiug turihtT lucelfary 
for the riippo»-t of the honour of mv^evown, and \our own le- 
curity in the prelt nt conjiincturcj I ili ptnd on vour wonted 
for it. 

My Loftk aiul Gentlemen, 

In fo juft a caiife I rely on the Divine protf^^lioiT, and on 
your vigorous and effectual fupport and aliili.incr, ll' l 
enemies ot' oiir peace, who have long afpired at the univtrlal 
monarchy of Europe, and envied tlie liberty and ftoiiriihmg 
conditwn of my kingdoms in particular, fee, ihatJCireat Britain, 
in conj until ion .with her allies, is able to^ilhitand and defeat 
ih eir deltriK^ive projctils, I will do my part. I have no in- 
tereft at heart but your's ; and in that c»mmon intereft let us 
all unite. 

jiddrefi to kls Afajefty by the Houfe of LonUy ^pril 4,^174.4.. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, • • 

TdirE, your Majcfly's moft dutiful^and loval fubjeals the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, in Pailiamcnt alfemhled, 
return your Majefty our humble thanks for yuur moft gracious 
fpeech from the throne. 

As the preparations lately made by the court of France to 
invade thij kingdom, in favour of a popiih abjured Prefender, 
raifed in us the ntmoll refentment and abhorrence \ fo the tlif- 
appointment which, through the good providence of (jod, and 
your Majefty’s vigilance, that pernicious dtfigri has met with, 
fills our hearts with the trueft Joy and fallsfadion. 

A proceeding fo r>otorioufly contrary to the faith of many 
treaties, could have been aggravated by nothing but the ficclara- 
lion of war publiftied by the French Km^Vrgglijft youi Ma- 
jefty : a declaration containing infiimations fo injurious to your 
Majefty’s royal dignity, and to the honour of the Britifti name 
and nation, that the indignation which w^c feel in ourfclves 
makes us not doubt but it will have the fame juft effeft on the 
minds of all your faithful fubjefts. 

Our zeal for your Majefty, your royal family, and govern- 
ment \ oujT ardour for the fervice arid fupport of your Majefty, 

» and 
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antf oiir cc^^intry^ at the cxpen(e of our blood and treafurcf^ 
cduld not have been augmented by any circumftances but the 
nieafurcs now taken ly France, unprovoked by any thing but 
ynur Majcfty's endeavours to defend the ancient and natural 
allies of your crowQ,^ to prcferve the liberties of Europe, and 
to maintain the commerce and ciTential intercfts of your 
kingdoms. ^ 

If Great Britain cohld bp wanting to your Majcfty in fo juft 
a caufc, it muft be wanting to itfelf/ You may therefore firmly 
rely 011 the iitmoft efforts of your people, to make good* 
lemn affarances which they have fo dutifully and fo -.rtettloTnii^- 
ly given you, and effedually to (tand by and affift your Majcfty 
in profecuting the waragainft France with the greateft vigour. 

We acknowledge your Majefty’s goodnefs in acquainting 
IIS, that upon this event you have made the proper requifitions 
to your allies, particularly to the States General of the United 
IVwinccs, between whom and lids nation the Hr i deft -lies do 
happily lubfift. We humbly bcfcech your Majcfty to continue 
thofe inftances in thC ftrongeft tnanucr ; not doubling but the 
fame friendlhip which that gicat proieftant republic has fo lately 
ihewn for this kingdom, and their juft fenfe of our common 
intereft and common danger, will induce them to join with 
your Majcfty, and to fuml their engagements on the prefent 
cccafioi]^. 

'^Your Majefty’s gracious and paternal declaration, that you 
have no intereft at heart but that of your kingdoms, cannot fail 
to excite in all your fubjeds the warmeft graiitudl;, and to ce- 
ment that confidence between King ^ncl people, which is fo 
neceflary in this conjundure. Permit us, on our part, to 
afturc your Majcfty, from the bottom of our hearts, that wc 
look upon the defence and fiipport of your Majcfty, and of the 
proteftant fucceftion of your illuftrious houfe, as the '^nly fecu- 
rity, under God, of our religion, laws, and liberties ; and 
thet, in this national and glorious gauft, all true Britons and 
proteftants will zealouily and ftq^yifaftly unite. 


/Injwery Apfril 1744 * 

tC 

My Lords, 

J GIVE you my hearty thanks for this addr^fk, fo full of that 
duty and zeal which I have always experienced front you. 
The unanimity with which it patibd adds greatly to the fatis- 
fstdion 1 receive from it* 1 rely upon you to make good yoi^ 

' aifu ranees \ 
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afTiirances ; and you may depend on my endeavours^© carry on 
this war in fuch a manner as may be moft for the advantage of 
niy kingdoms. • 

i 

Ad^lrefs by the Houfc of Commons to bis Majefiy^ April 4 , 1 744 # 
Moft gracious Sovereign, # 

T^E, your Majefty’s moft dutiftil and loyal fiibjcfls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aifemblcd, 
return your Majefty our moft hearty thanks for your 
Mttjefty’s giv<;jous Ipecch from the throne ; and to exprefs our 
utmoft indignation and refentment, tliat after an attempt the 
moft perfidious to furprife your Majefty*s kingdoms, *by a fiuU 
den invafv^n in favour of the Pretender, the French King 
fhonld publifh a declaration of war, couched in terms injurious 
to the honoiJi and dignity of your MSjcfly’s crown, perfon, 
and g(5vernment, and avowedly founded upon^our Majelty’s 
having fiippoAed, piirfiiant to your engagements, an ally op- 
preiled by the French Kjng, contrary to his faith, folemnly 
pledged and d»\uly bought. • 

We congratulate your Majefty on the ready afliftance your 
Majefty havS lately received from th<| States General, 

Wc beg leave alfo to return your Majefly eiir (incerc thanks 
for having alierted the honour of this nation, in deebiting war 
;igainft the French King ; and for having, on this important 
Qccafion, been gracioiilly pleafed to ms^ke the proper retjuifitions 
to your Majeity’s allies, and particularly the States General, 
united in one common and invariable intcreft with this nation ; 
and we cannot doubt but that by your Majefty’s ftcadily purfu- 
ing the faid inftances, they will, from their known regard tq 
treaties, and their juft fenfc of the impending danger, co-ope- 
raie with*your Majefty in the moft vigorous and citcflnal mca« 
fures for checking. the ambitious views of France, and prefer- 
vinglhe liberties and balance of Europe. 

Your faithful Commons dd humbly afTiirc your Majefty, that 
in the profecution of this unavoidable w'ar, whatever further 
expenfes (hall be found ncceirary for the Support of tjyj honour 
of your Majefty’s crow and the fecurh^^ii^his nation, your 
Majefty may depend upon their moft ready ana tsiFcdlual alFift- 
.ance, fuch as they think becomes a free and grateful people^ 
in defence of their liberties agatnft that power which has Idng 
afpired at the univerfal monarchy of Europe, and whofc ambU 
tious views and deftrudlive projefls have hitherto been defeated^ 
Jby the blcffing of God on the aims of Great Britain and her 
Allies. 
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HU Majejifs Anfwery April 6, 1744. 

(Gentlemen, 

T THANK you foj^thefe repeated affuranccs of your zeal and 
■* afFedioii. * 


Your unanimity on tliis ocrafion will, I make no doubt, 
have a very good cfFcdY^jpcjn oni allies. 

You may depend upon my endeavours to make this war 


Jiltle biiidcnfomc to my* people as polliblc. 



His Majfjlyi mojl gracious Speech^ May i 2 y 17^4. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

jj CANNO r put an dhd to this fcllion without returning jotx 
. my hearty ti*anks for the many demon li rations yon have 
given me, during the courfc of it, of your good atfcdl ions, and 
ol your zeal for the nipport of iny government . 

I’hc great preparahons njade by Krance on the fide of the 
Andrian NctherlandvS, muli^ convince all Europe of the ambi- 
tious and deftrudiive viewg of that crown, in beginning the 
prifcnt war. It lhall be my care, in conjunflioh with my 
allies, tn purfue the moll proper meaiures to dilappoini them, 
dn?l to ptofecute the war in fuch.a manner as may be mod cfFcc- 
nfal for procuring ar fafe and honourable peace. My good 
fiicnds the Stales General have already, in puiTuaiicc of my 
renuililion, agrey.d to furniih the fnccours itipulatcd by our 
frtaiies: and I have received the llronged alfu ranees of their 
jud f-nfe, not only of the common danger, but alfo of the iii- 
feparable connedion of their interells w iih thole of this king^ 
dom, which I lliall not fail to improve for the geueiifl good of 
the coiTuiioii caufe. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

. The gn at readinefs and regard to the public fervice which 
you have Ihcwn, in granting the fiipplies for the current year, 
are highly acceptabI^.?o me. You may depend upon it that 
they lhall be^LKJtly applied to the ends for which they were 
given, and in fuch manner as may be mod for the honour and 
advantage of Great Britain. 

My Loids and Gentlemen, 

Let me earnedly rccommond to you, in your feveral dations, 
to be vigilant in preferving the peace -and good order of thoL, 

kiuLidoin. 
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kingdom. I promifc myfelf you will ft-iimifly cojjlider, that 
in the prcfent conjun6ure you are partirularly called iippii, 
by all the motives ot duty ard ii.lereit, ftir np jnd cultlvaie 
in the minds of my people, an hcjity and more ih m ordinary 
zeal for the maintcnanci; and defence of 4ijr holy religion and 
cxttcllent cofiitituiion, againft the malicious deligns of our 
enemies. 

T hen^the^ Lord Chaixcllor, by his Alajelly’s command, faiJ, 
i\iy Ivc rdfj and Gentjenun, 

JT is his nnal vxill ar.d plenfure, that this Par- 

liament he prorogued to "rhurfday, the tvventy-firll day of 
June next, ^ to be thcii here IrU : and this Parliament is accor- 
dingly prorogued to 'I'luirfJay, the twenty-lirft day of June 
next. • 


His Mcijf'fy s ft guidon % Sfctch^ KoBcmbfr 27, 1744. 

My Lords and Gciulemen, • 


TT is alway.s a great fatisladtion to me to meet you in Parlia- 
ment, and it is particulaily fo ir# this conjuiu^ure, as the 
prcfent pollure of adairs abroad requires your moll ferious c^m- 
iidcrafion. "Llie events of the lall fntiuncr have been fotarioav 
and fomc things have fallen out timing the com fe of it, fomuch 
to- the difadvantayc of the common caule, ihc coniequence* 
whereof rcinuin Itill nmiecidtd, that great attLiition inii/l l)c 
gi\cn to them, and proper meafures laLch for picvcnting or 
lemoving the ill eff'e^is ot them. 

I have, in purfuarxe <jf Vtiur repeated advice, cxcrt*"d my 
endeavour^ for the fnpport ot the hunfe of Anitria, and in th« 
profeciition of the jnli an<I nccellary war in which we. are en- 
gaged. 'Lhc Qjiecn of Hungary, though attacked and in- 
vaded by powers from whom ihe had ihe Icaft rcafon to expeoi 
fuch a condud, has fhewn tTic grcault conftancy and refolii- 
lion i and the King of Poland, purfuant to his engagements* 
with her, hath Lnt a very conlideiablc fofee to her alii fiance. 
The King of Sardinia, w ith a magnaiiimTft^thtJ^firmncfs fupc- 
riiT to the greated diflrcuUics, has, w iih the allifftncc of my 
fleet, refiflcd the con^bined forces of Fraitcc and Spain fene 
againft him ; and at laft happily defeated an enterprife formed 
for hisdcllrudion, and for the reduction of Italy, as well as moft 
of the ports in the Mediterranean, under the power of the houfe 
of Bourbon. Though our fiicccfs has not been anfwcrable to 
our willies^ yet the vaH expcclaiio^*^ and defigiiS of ourene- 




micsj 
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mieSy built^iipon n^w Intrigncs and alliances, and in additional 
llrength, have not hitherto taken place, and will I hope, by 
ihe blclfing of God, ^ and the mutual united vigour of Great 
Britain and hf^r allies, he difappointed. In conjiindion with 
them, and with theij IfFcflual alliftance and yoiir fupport, I am 
determined to cairy on war in fuch a manner as may# be 
niofl: conducive to that iinportajii end which is Liy Ible aim, a 
fafe and honoiiiablc it being my firm refolution never 

to abandon my allies, and to proci/jc the utmoi): ff ciirity to 
the religion, liberties, and commerce of my kingdom 

Fori’.'is purpofe 1 have always infilled, and - 

vouring wiiii my allies, particsilarly my goocf friends the States 
General at the United Provinces, to fix the cettain proportions 
of Ifjices and expenfe to be furnifhed by each of the confede-* 
rates, in the profecution of this jull and necclfary wur. 

Gentlemen of the‘Hoiiffc of Commons, 

I have ordered the efVunatts for the fervicc of the enfiiing 
year to be prepared And laid before you, and defire you to grant 
inc fiK.h fhppllc.s us Ihall be requifilc for the fccnrily and w^eU 
fare of the nation, and for carl-ying on fuch meafurcs as it fliall 
be ncceffary for Great Britain to purfuc in the prefent extraor- 
dinary crifis. I am deeply fenfible of, and concerned for, the 
burdens w^bich lie upon my good fubjefts ; and you may be 
alPjrtd fiiat no endeavours (hall be wanting on my part, to cafe 
them in ev^ ry nillance, where the confequenccs of . doing fo do 
not endanger their own true interefis. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

1 have laid before you my views and intentions ; your con- 
currence with me in a fteady purfuit of them will beft manifcfl 
your zeal for the common caiife, lay the fureft foundation for 
the real fupport of our allies, and for the fecurity and profpe- 
rily of your country : and nothing can add fo much to the 
weight and ellicacy of your refolutions, as unanimity and 
difpatch. 


Addrejs by Lards to hh MajcJly^ Nov. 28, 1744. 

Moil gracious Sovereign, 

TX 7 E, your Majefly's mod dutiful and loyal fubjecls, the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, in Parliament alTembled, 
beg leave to return your Majefty our humble thanks for your 
moft gracious fpeech from the throne. 

Our zeal for your Majcfty, the love of our country, ai;v 4 
our anxious regard for thb welfare and liberties of Europe, 

•A h*ivc 

„ * / 
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have made us look, with the iitmoft concern, on thotc e^ts 
which have fallen out, during the lall fummer, to the dataJ^ 
vantage of the common caiife : and oiir furprife is no lef^ 
when- we confider the part which has been taken by fomo 
powers, fo contrary to their own true and-^cirential intcrcll. The 
neCteffity of taking proper meafii res to prevent or remove the ill 
cffedls of thefe events is apparq^it ; and no endeavours lhall be 
wanting in ns to obviate thcin. * i * 

We have feen, uiih tfle iitmoft fatisfaftion, not only vour 
'•Majel^^^jniagnanimity and zeal in the profeciition of the juft 
aftd. necelfaiy war wherein we art engaged, hut alfo the enn- 
ftancy and firrhnefs Ihewn by the Queen ot Ilungnry and the 
King of Sardinia under the greatell difliciiltics. "l*he difap* 
pointment of an enterprife, formed for the dcflrm^liou of the 
latter, as well as for reducing Italy under the dominion of the 
hoiife of Bourbon, is of great importance to this nation ; 
fincc, if fuch a defign had fucceeded, it mu(t have been at:- 
tended with fatal confecjuenccs to the trade and navigation of 
your Majedy’s fiibjet^ls in the Mediterranean. 

We acknowledge, vvilli the grealelh lhankfiilnefs, your 
Majcily’s wifdom and gocKlncfs in declaring to your Parlia- 
ment, that you arc determined to carry on the v\ar, in con- 
junction with your allies, and with their ellcctual affiftance^ 
in fuch a manner as may he moil conducive to a fate andiiondur^ 
able peace. In making this djfirable end your fulc aim, ydbr 
Majedy (hews a jnd f( iifc of true glory, and a tender regard^ 
not only for your ow'ii fubjeds, buf cxteiKlud to the reft of 
p.iirope. 

As your Majedy’s rcfolmion, never to alTandon your allie.s 
rauft be an additional encouragement to them (Iridly to per- 
form their engagements with your Majelly, fo your paternal 
care to pfociire the iitmoft feciirity to the religion,* lihcrtic*;, 
and commerce of your kingdoms, cannot fail to exeilt in tlic 
hearts of all vour faithful fubjeds, the W'armcft aireclion and 
ihity to yoilr facred pcTfon,*and zeal for your defence and 
(upport. ^ • 

Jt is wiili real P.tisfaclion w^c receive your Majefty’s decla- 
ration, that you arc acluaily endcavouwjjj^dth your allies, 
particularly the Slates General of the Unitetl^Pryvi rices, the 
ancient and natural friends of this nation, to adjuft the pro- 
portions of forces and expenfe to be borne by each of the con- 
federates in the war. Such a concert will be the bafis ot gieat. 
utility and advantage to the common caufe. 

We are truly fcnfible of your Majefty’s goodnefs in laying 
brfore us thefe yom* fahitary victys and intentions; and we 
do, with the greateft and firtnnefs, aiTure your Majefty^ 
• \ thal^ 
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that we fully determined to fupport you in the ftcady pro- 
fccuiion of them, and in carrying -on fuch mcafiircs as it lhall 
be neccirary for Britain to purfue in this critical con- 

juncture. 

May the Divine J\ovidence profper your Majefty’s councils 
and arms with fiicccTs equal to the juftice of your caufe. ‘For 
oiir part, we beg leave to glye your Majcfly the ftrongeft af- 
ftirances, that we ha^c il^ honour and fntety of your Majelty, 
fhe fecurity and true ii\terc(tsoi jofir kingdoms, and the happy 
ilitie ol this jnrt ainl nccellriry war, entirely at hwiri; 
will, at tlif h.i^-ard oi our live?, and fortuncF, flancl hy^a'ud 
defend y('ur Majcdy* your roynl family, and govii miient, 
againll wlu* aml)iJions and dcltriiclivc deligns of France, and 
i>i any other power iliat (hall attempt to attack or diliurb 
tiicm. 


lP:s AftJiLWy "Nov, ^ 744 * 

My T.onls, • 

'I Hh AR FH-Y th.mk yon for lbi.« dutiful and afftcSlionate ad- 
drefs. 'I'he /cal which you have fo fcafonably cxpreiicd for 
tny perfon and governnyuU, for carrying on this jull and ne^ 
ccifary war, and for llic vigorous fupport of my allies, give; 
mo ilioigrcaicll fatisfadion : and your unanimity in doing this 
cdfnnot fail to add greatly to thc\good cfFedls of it, both at home 
and abi oad. 


Addicfs by the Hou fe of Commonly Nov. 28, 17 4.1* 

Moll gracious Sovereign, 

T^^E, ,your Majcily’s moft dutiful and loyal fuhjctSls, the 
^ ^ Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aifcmbled, 
beg leave to return your Majefty our unfeigned thanks tor 
your Majefty ’s moft gracious f'jxicch from the tlirone. 

It is with the deepeft concern we refleft upon what has 
happened, during the laft fiimincr, to the difadvrantage of iho 
commo^i caiifc jan^ as we ^cannot but be extremely appre- 
lionlivc of thor JBnicquenccs of thefe events, Ave afTurc your 
Majefty, tJ 7 ai we will not only give the greateft attention to 
them, but exert our utmoft endeavours to prevent or remove 
the illeifedls of them. 

Wc cannot fufticiently applaud the conflancy and rc- 
folution of the Queen of Hungary under fo many trials ; 
nor can we lefs admire the magnanimity and firmnefs of the 
King of Sardinia, whofc c'xcclktit condudl, fupported by your 
/ Majefty *s 
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Majefty’s affiftance, has obftrii6led and defeated the ^ambitious 
defigns of the hoiife of Bourbon in Italy. 

Your faithful Commons, with hearts ^nll of duty and gra« 
titiide, acknoudedge your Majeliy’s prudent and tender regard 
to the condition ol your fubjeds, as wylj as your continued 
endeavours to concert and llipulatc with your allies, particu- 
larly the States General, whole intcrefls arc infepaiahly con- 
neded with thofe of Great Britain, ^the^proportioii of forces, 
and expenfe to be borne by the refpedivc confederates in this 
war ; and ,we beg leave to aifure your Majefty, that we will, 
tb^tlie ulfftoft of our power, aflill: and tupport your Majefty 
in carrying on .this juft and neccifary war agaiiift the enemies 
of thefe kingdoiiTts, and the dilturbers of Europe, till a fafe 
and honourable peace thall be obtained. 

And as your Majefty has been gracioufly plcafed to lay be- 
fore your Parliament your royal views^aiui intentions, your 
Majefty^ may depend upon your laiihful Comnigns, tor their 
ready and cheerful aftiftance to maintain the In^nour and dignity 
of your crown, cfFedually to fupport youf allies, and to con- 
tribute whatever lhall be faund nccclfaiy qr expedient to bring 
about, with honour, a juft and rcalbnable fcttlcment of the 
prefent embroiled llate of Europe. 


Hh MajeJly's Anfwer^ Nov, •yij * 744 * * 

• • 

Gentlemen, , 

T THANK you for this loyal and affedionate addrefs. 

^ Your unanimity, on this occafion, cannot fail of having 
great weight both at home and abroad : you may be aft'urcd, 
whatever fupplies you (hall find neceflary to grant (hall be rna- 
imged w'itl^ the utmpil oeconomy, and applied to the fupport 
of xuy allies^ aqd of the true interefts of my people. 


His Majejifs mojl gracious Speechy Jan* 14., 1745. • 

My Lords and Gentlemen, • • 

A T the opening of this feflion of ParliamClirt did not think 
It proper to lay any thing before you for your cofffidc ration, 
but what immediately related to the prefent unnatural rebel- 
lion and our fecurity at home. The daring attempts which 
tjie rebels have (ince made upon this part of my kingdom has 
been happily difappointed ; and as their precipitate flight be- 
forp a fmall number of my troops, muft greatly difpirit their 
followers, fo that inviolable duty and loyalty, wUch have been 
Vo^ I. Z ? ^ fo 



( 706 ) 

fh univerfjjlly fteadlly (hewn by my faithful fubjcds, an(| 
fhall never be forgotten by me, mull convince them how vain 
and ill-grounded tiicijf hopes were of any addition of ftrength 
from fuch an cntcrpiifc. I have not only fent a confidcrablc 
body of our naiioniJt. forces into Scotland, and ordered the 
Hellian troops in my pay to be landed there, but have, ^Ifo 
made fiicli a difpofiiion of the rclt of my forces by land, as 
well as by fca, thal«»I hope, by the bleffing of God, this re- 
bellion will, in a lliort time, be oxtingnilhed, and our ene- 
mies, who have fo long menaced us with an invalvpii, he de- 
terred by the feufonabie preparations made for our defence, r 
'1 he clLdi<ni of the b mperor, which I very zealoufly; pro- 
molcdj v as an event of great importance, not only to the 
fnpjiort of tlic houfe of Aullria, but to the liberties of Europe 
in general. J did al fo, during the cotirfe of the laflr year, exert 
my earnell endeavouvs to bring about an accommodation be- 
tween the Emj)rers, the King of Poland, and the ^Cing of 
Pruiiia ; and laid a pn-per foundation for it by the convention 
made by me and ilus^ King of Prullia. This great wprk being 
at hnglh perfcdlpil , under my medialion, by the trej^ty lately 
concluded at Dicfden, the interior tianquillity of Germany, 
amongll the princes of the empire, is now reftored. My next 
care lias been, and (half continue to be, applied to improve 
this acc^iiTuiiodation to tlic bell advantage, by procuring an ini- 
pTediatc luccour to be fent to Italy; and I'uch a ftiength^ for 
the del once and fecurily of fhe United Provinces, as may 
prefeive that republic,* the ancient and natural ally of this 
Kingdom, and one main fnpport of the protellant caufe, from 
the dcdiiidicn with which it is threatened, as well as to attain 
a fafe and hqnonral)lc peace. I'he States General have made 
Vho molt prolling inllances to me to aflift them in this difficult 
conjnmSlurc. The imminent dangers to which theycare at pr^- 
lont expofed, which do fo nearly affeft the fafety of Great 
ilritain, as well as the very being of Holland, call for our 
molt ferious attention : for th<j iiiterells of the two nations 
^are fo united, that wdiatfocver brings ruin upon the one, mult, 
in confcquencc, bc^ attended wdth the molt fatal mifehiefs to 
the othCr.' Tjiefe^ufons have induced me to allure the Slates 
that I will^ -tc fR'e utmoll of my power, according to the cir- 
pumftances of my pwm dominions, co-operate with them to- 
wards oppofing the further progrefs of our enemies in the 
Netherlands, and procuring a proper fecurity for the republic 
^gaintl the ambit i6us and deftrudtive deilgns of France* In 
prd^r tp this neceifary end, mcafures are now adlually con- 
certing between me and the States for fgrnilhing this affidance, 
^ my part, ‘as early and^effedually as poflible ; and for their 
• ^ ' making 
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making fiich an augmentation of their prcfent forces, as their 
own immediate prefervation, and the necellity of affairs, ab- 
foliitcly require. ' ♦ 

The great advantages which we have received from our 
naval ftrength, in protefling the comtnorce of my fiibjcfls, 
and intercepting and diftrclTing that of our enemies, have been 
happily experienced b}^ the farmer, and feverely felt by the 
latter. I am therefore determined to be particularly attentive 
to this important feivice, and to have fuch a fleet at fea early 
the fj\fing, as may be fufficient to defend ourfelvcs, and 
effe<i\ually to annoy our enemies. 

Gentlcmen'of the Houfe of Commons, • 

It is with much regret that I find myfelf obliged to afk any 
further aids of my people. I am fo fenlible of the burdens 
they endure, that nothing could give rfie foMinccre a plcafiire 
as to lighten them ^ but the confiderations I h^e laid before 
you arc fo noceH'ary to our own prefervation, that, I doubt 
not, you will grant me fuch a fiipply asllhall be fufficient for 
thefe piirpofcs. The proper eflimates (haJl foon be laid before 
you ; and I earncitly recommend it to you to lake the moll 
effectual methods to maintain the public credit in this con- 
jiin(5lur6. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, ^ • 

I have fully opened to you my views and intentions, whiA 
are fo effenlial to the honour of iny\:rown, and the true in- 
tcrcfl and well-being of; my kingdoms, that 1 depend on your 
vigorous fupport, and the utinoll unanimity and dilpuich in 
your proceedings, 


jiddrefs hy the Houje of bordi, Jan. 15 , 1 745* 

Mofl: Gracious Sovereign, • 

your Majefty’s mod dutiful and loyal ftibjefls, ihtf 
Lords fpirilual and temporal, in Parliament afftinblcd, 
beg leave to return your Majefty our hlIffhblfi^^aIlks for youJT 
moil gracious fpcech from the throne. • 

The great care wdijch your Majefty has taken for fupprcffiji^ 
the prefent wicked and unnatural rebellion, and for defending 
this kingdom againft an invafion, is a frefli Jnftancc of youc 
paternal goodnefs and concern for your people ; the continu- 
ance of whofe rejigious and civil rights is Involved in the pre- 
felTvation of your Majcfty> and of the proteftant fucccITiqw in 
your royal houfe. 

' Zz 2 ‘ 
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We beg leave- to congratulate your Majefty on the fiicccfs 
of youi arms, in difappointing the attempt of the rebels v:poii 
this part of Great f^ritain. As your troops, led on and ani- 
mated by the bravery and example of his Royal Highnefs the 
Duke, conld not OiK to ftrike terror into the rebels \ fo your 
Majefty *s gracious acknowledgment of the inviolable and air ivc 
.loyalty of your taithful fnbjc^js ninft be the nioft encouraging 
motive to them fteadialHy to pcrfeverc in the fame principles. 
We comply therefore vith every 'call of intereft, as well as 
of duty, wijen wc give your Majefty the warmeft',affiirancef= 
of our moft zealous and vigorous fupport, totally to extin^uifli 
this rebellion in every part of tjhe united kingdom, and e.r'firely 
to defeat the dcfigns of the Pretender, and all thofe who ftiall 
prefume to allift or abet him. 

It is with gratitude wc acknowledge your Majcfty*s great 
wifdom and regard for the public welfare, in exerting your 
powerful infly/mce to promote the elediion of the Emperor, 
and to bring about an accommodation between the Eniprcfs, 
the King of PolandV and the King of Pruflia. We look with 
much fatisfaftion on the completion of this great w^ork ; in 
confequence of which an immediate fucconr may he fent to 
Italy, your Majetty’s faithful ally, the King of Sardinia, be 
timely fupported, and a Strength procured for the defence and 
fccuriry of the Low Countries. 

**We are moft feniibly affefled with the imminent dangers to 
"^hich the United Piovinces are expofed. We confider their 
prefervation and fecurity as of the liighcft importance to the fafety 
of thefe kingdoms, whofc interefts have been clofcly connedled 
with thofe of that proteftant republic ever fince its firll founda- 
tion. We therefore beg leave to aifurc your Majefty, tlial 
wc will vigoroully fupport you in taking proper mcafiires for 
their defence, and in making good fuch nccclfary engagements 
as your Majefty will enter into, for co operating w^ith them, 
towards oppofmg tlie further progrefs of our enemies in the 
Niihcrlands; and procuring a, proper fecuiity for the States 
^General againft the ambitious and deftrn^livedefigns of France, 
and for attaming a f^ife and honourable peace. 

Yoift Maje /ty's oyidcncc and tender concern for your people 
appear in jiotTTing more th.an in the regard you exprefs for the 
circumftaiices of your own dominions. We cannot doubt, 
but this conlideration will have its 'Iiie weight with your allies ; 
and that the States will make fuch an augmentation of their 
forces, and all fuch further efforts, as their own immediate 
danger and the prefent exigency of affairs require. 

The advimtages which Great Britain has'receivcd, and vhe 
loites and diftrefs which her enemies have felt from our naval 

’ f ihength. 
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llrength, are vifible to all the world. Your Majefty’s refolu- 
lion, therefore, to be particularly attentive to this imporiaiit 
fcrvice, and to have a Itrong fleet at %a early in the Ipring, 
gives us the greateft fatisfadion. 

Your Majerty’s gracious declaration, Mhat you have fully 
opened to us your views and intentions, is an additional ground 
for that juft confidence which^we repofe in you: and wc do, 
in the moft folemn manner, affur^ ydur Majefty, that the 
menaces thrown out, and fhc preparations made by our enemies, 
have had^»no other efFcd upon our minds, but to incrcafc our 
indignation againft their deftrudive projeds and attempts; 
and ♦o augmer^t and heighten pur zeal and ardour in the caufe 
of yciur Majefty and our country. • 


His Mi 'ijejly s Anfwer^ Januavy 15, 1745. 

My Lords, ^ • 

T RETURN you my thanks for this difliful and afTcdibnatc 
addrefs. The juft fenfe you exprefs of the liluation of af- 
fairs, and of the proper condud to be purfiicd in order to cx- 
tinguifti the rebellion, fupport our friends, and defeat the dc- 
figns of our enemies, gives me gr8ai fatisfadion. I rely on 
your vigorous fupport; and you may depend on rny firmly 
adhering to fuch meafures as fhall be moft for the honour* of 
my crown, and the true inleftll of my kingdoms in our pre- 
fent circumftances. • 


His Majejlys moji gracious Speech, February 14, I745. 

My Lards and Gentlemen, 

TT is with great pleafure that I take this opportunity to af- 
fure you of my entire fatisfadion in the difpatch and una- 
nimity of your proceedings fn this fiflion of Parliament, and 
in the zeal you have fhewn for the common caufe, and for tlac 
honour and true intcreft of Great Britain.* 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons^ 

I return you my thanks for the readinefs and cheerfulncfs 
with which you have already provided fo confiderable a part of 
the fupplies ; and 1 make no doubt, but the fame zeal and 
good difpofition will induce you to enable me to make good 
the alliances I am already engaged in, and to concert fueb 
Oihcr meafures, in this important conjundure, as fliall be 
judged neceflary for tlie fupport of the Qiicen of Hungary, 
• " Z z 3 I and 
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ah J for ca/r) Ing on the prcfent war with vigour, in order to 
jprociirc a fate and honourable peace. 

My Lords and CTcntlcmen, 

I have, in conjunction with the Qiicen of Hungary and the 
Stales (jencral, concluded a treaty with the King of Poland, 
which 1 will order to be laid before you. Let me earneltly 
recommend to you th^ Continuance of the fame fteadinefs and 
harmony in your deliberations ; which cannot fail to give great 
encouragement to my allies, and to add great weigjy to our^ 
efforts. 


< 

His MiijcJly s moji gracious Speech^ Afay 2, 1745. » 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

zcaly (inajlimi^y, and dlfpatch of your procecdingSjf 
having brought the public biilinefs to a happy conclulion, 
arid the fcafon of the year being fo far advanced, .it is nccoUhry 
litat I fliould put an ei^d to this fellion of Parliament. 

V It is a particular ^fatisfaclion to Ine to be able to acquaint 
you, that iince the beginning of it, the pofliirc of affairs 
abroad has received a very confidcrablc alteration to the advan- 
tage of the common caufe! The late iiiccclfes of the Airihian 
arms in Germany, ♦and the conclulion of an accommodation 
between the Qiiccn of Hungary and the ElcClor of Bavarra, 
have laid the belt foundation for ‘a furl her happy progrefs. By 
tlicfe events, the influence of France in the empire is much 
Weakened and diminiflicd ; and a way is opened to rcllorc that 
ilrength and power to our ancient and natural allies, which 
will tend greatly to the rc-cftabliihmcnt and fcciiriiy of the ba-* 
lancc of Kiiropc. 

The refoliitions which have been taken by my goool friends'^ 
the Slates General of the United Provinces for exerting their 
efforts, in concert with me, and the engagements they hav(? 
entered into for fettling the proportions of forces and expenfe, 
ca^nnot fail to give I'pirit and vigour to the operations of our 
armies. From thefc good beginnings, I hope, by the blelling 
of God on the jufticey;f our caufe, this campaign will be at- 
tended with fiidflTuccefs, as to defeat the ambitions and de- 
ftrud^ivc projeds of tho Houfc of Bourbon, formed againll 
the liberties of Europe, and particularly levelled againll: my 
kingdoms. In this view I am determined, in conjundliort 
with my allies, vigoroufly to profccute this juft and necelTary 
war, in order to the procuring a fafe and honourable peace. 


Gsntleitnen 
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Gentlemen of the Houfc of Common <i, 

I return you my hearty thanks for ihc^irnple fiippllcs whicfi 
you have fo cheerfully grained fur the Ter vice of the current 
year; and which, you may be iiHuicd, he ItricTly appiiecl 
to Jiiofc great and national ends lor which they were giwu* 

My Lords and Gcntlcmeiif 

1 entirely rely on your duiy, fidelity, and good afRaions, of 
tvhich I ^javc had lb many convincing proid's. Lei ii be your 
cultivate and promote the lame good dilpoiltions in y<iur 
feveSd rounrri<ij, to fupport my governmcni, and lo preierve 
the pface and good order of t lie kingdom ; as it Ihaj! ever he 
mine to advance and I'ecurc your lading proCpeiiiy and liappU 
nefs. • 


Tl hcn^hc Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty’s gjmmiiiid, fai(i> 

My Lords and Gcntlcnlcn, • 

1 r is his M-ijclly’s royarwitl and pleafpre, that this Parlia*^ 
nient be prorogued to T'luirfday, the 2oth day of June tuxt, 
to be then here held: and this Parliament is acconlu'gly pro- 
rogucd’lo "Lhiirfday, (he 20th day oT June iieyi. 


Ilii (rf\jcioi{5 (Jit, I7, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

open and nnnatnral rebellion which lias broke out, and 
is dill continuing in Scotland, has obliged me to call y^'t* 
•jlogethcr fooncr than 1 intended ; and 1 lhall lay nothing bd ore 
you at pftferit, but what imniediaiely relates to our feenrity at 
home, referying all other coiiiidcralions to a farther (;pponn-' 
nity. So wicked and daring an attempt, in favour of a popiili 
Pretender lo my crown, headed by his elded fon, canted on by 
numbers of traitorous and defperate perfons t^irhin tho king- 
dom, and encouraged by my enemies abroad, feipiircs the im- 
incdiato advice and uilidance of my PaiAiamebr to fnjf|[)refs and 
extinguilh it. I'he duty and affection for mc^and njy govern- 
ment, and the vigilant and zealous care for the fafety of the 
nation, which have with fo much unanimity been fhewn by 
my faithful fubjetfls, give me the firmed aiiu ranee that you 
arc met together, refolved to ad with a fpirii becoming a lime 
of common danger, and with fuch vigour, as will eiutin the 
confufion of all ihofe who have, engaged in or fomented this 
rebellion. 

* Z z 4 » I have. 
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I have,, throughout the whole courfe of mjr reign, made the 
laws of the land the rule of my government, and the prefer- 
vation of the conlliti|tion in church and ftate, and the rights of 
iny people, the main end and aim of all my adlions. It is 
therefore the more, rffton idling that any of my proteftant fub- 
jeds, who have known and enjoyed the benefits refulting ffom 
thence, and have heard of the, imminent dangers thefe king- 
doms were wonderfully delivered from by the happy Revo- 
lution, fliould, by any arts and management, be deluded into 
meafures that mufl, • at once, deftroy their i 
ties, introduce popery and arbitrary powxr, 
to a foreign yoke. , 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

. 1 rely on your alFcclion to me, and your care afid concern 

for our conmion fafety^ to grant me fuch a fupply as may en- 
able me entirclj^ to extingiiidi this rebellion, cifeduallyfto dif- 
cbiirage any foreign power from afliiling the rebels, and to rc- 
dore tlie peace of the kingdom ; for which purpofe, I will 
'’'^»rder the proper eflin^ates to be laid before you. Amongd the 
many ill confcquences of this wicked attempt, the extraordi- 
nary burden which it mud bring upon my fiiithful fubjefts 
very fenfibiy afte6ts me. 'But let thofc anfwcr for it whofe 
treafon has occafioned it, and my people be convinced what 
they owe to thofe didurbers of our peace, who arc endeavour- 
ing to make this kingdom a feewe of blood and confulion. 

* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Tlic many evident proofs this Pailianient has given of their 
duty, fidelity, and alfcclioii to me, and of their dcady adhe- 
rence to life preferu happy cdablidimeni, and the true intered 
of ihexr country, make me repofe inyiclf cniirely oiuitlie zeal*^ 
and vigour of your proceedings and refulnlions, I am confi- 
dent you will .id like men, who coniider that every thing dear 
and valuable to them is attacked ^ and I qiicdion not, but by 
the blclling of God we lhall, in a Ihtn t time, fee this rebel- 
lion end, not only in redoriug the trampiilHty of my govern- 
ment. biK in procuring, greater drcngih to that excellent con- 
11 ittition which dcligned to fubvert. Tiie maxims of 

this conditutron fhall ever be the rules of my conduct. The 
intcred of me and my people is always the fume and infepara- 
ble. In this common intered let us unite ; and all thofe, who 
lhall heartily and vigoioully exert thcmfclves in this jud and 
national caufc, may always depend on my proteilion and fa- 
vour- •• 


digion Yncl libcp- 
and fubjeft them 

-■ •/ 


AiMrcfi 
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>4ddrefs by the Houfi of Lordsy O^iober l8, 1 745 . 

Mod gracious Sovereign, ^ 

your Majclly’s mod dutiful mxi loyal fubjeds, the 
• Lords fpirituai and temporal, in Parliament afVemhlcd, 
beg leave to return your Maji^lly our humble tiuuks for your 
mod gracious fpcech from the throng. * 

As we felt the utmod concern upon the breaking out of the 
•iiiinatfiri^rcbcllion which is dill carrying on in Scotland, foour 
jt^y^on your Majedy’s falc and happy return ijilo this kingdi4li, 
agre^^leto th^ardent wilhcs qf your people, is propoitionabiy 
augniented. We want words to exp refs thcjull ifuiignation 
and abhorrence which rife in our brealts at fo wicked, .traito- 
rous, andMefperate an attempt, in favour of a popilli preten- • 
der to your crown, wliofe groundlefs c4aiin we have iinfcign- 
edly abjured, and whofe principles and dcllg»as we do, froqi 
the bottom oii our hearts, deted. And we beg leave to affure 
your Majedy, that this rafh and prcfumfituous eiiiciprifc ftiall 
have no further elfedl upon our minds, bjit to excite in us fuch 
a fpirit of rcfolution and unanimity, in this critical conjunct 
ture, as, by the Divine aflidancc, piay not only fupprefs this 
rebellion, but confound and cxtinguifh for ever all future hopes 
of the Pretender and his adherents. 

The many evident proofs of true loyalty and affeftiort to 
your Majelly, and zeal for your government, wliich have bebn 
already fhewn by your ' faithful fuhjeds, with an union and 
checrfulnefs never known before, unlels at the happy revolu- 
tion wrought by our great deliv’crcr King William the Third, 
are clear demondrations that this nation is detcrmiqg d to 
ferve the drudurc built upon that glorious foundation. ^Vain, 
indeed, mud be the expedaiions of thole who can imagine we 
would part with it. As your Majelly has been pleafed graci- 
oufly to accept and approve thefe beginning>, we bcfeech you 
to look upon them as an earned of the united zeal and vigour 
of your Parliament in the caufe of your Majedy and ilieir 
country. » ^ 

It is wdfh hearts full of the linccreft ^ratiuidc, that we ac- 
knowledge your Majedy’s paternal regard for the laws of the 
land, our conditution in church an 1 date, and the rights of 
your people ; and it is with the deeped conviftion that wede^ 
dare to your Majedy, and the whole world, that the continu- 
ance of ihefc blcdiugs does, under God, entirely depend on 
the ftiaiiitenance of your Majedy’s undoubted title to the 
citJwn of thefe realms, the fuppo/t of your throne, and the 
prefervation of the proteftant fucccflion in your royal houfe. 

• g Whoevet 
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Whoever can entertain a thought of exchanging thofe juft rukr 
of government, bounded by the laws and maxims of this free 
conltituiion, lor the fxcrcife of tyranny and arbitrary power, 
learned in the moll defpotic courts of Europe, and of parting 
with the piireft rcligitfri^^tn the world, for the fuperftition and per- 
fecuting fpirit of p<)pery,niiift be the moft abandoned of maiikiful. 

Warmed with thefc inovins^ fentiments, and unlhakcn in 
thefe principles, we giJ'e y<vjr Majeft^y the ftrongeft aifuranceSj; 
that, in defence of your i’acred p^rfim, and of all thofe inva- 
luable interclls which \vc have already deferibed, w'e trt-e'lleadj^* 
falfly refolvcd to unite, and to hazard oiir eftaies and li^s ; 
that from tins revolution wc will never depart, ^bdt wilHpar- 
tily and zehloiilly c('nciir in rill fiicli meafiires as may mo/t ef- 
fectually conduce to extingnifh this rebellion ; to^ deter any 
‘foreign power from -preriiniing to fupport it ; ti) reftore the 
tranquillity of your M a^c (I y's government ; and to add ftreiigth 
to that e'vcellcwt conirlilutjon which this flagitious attefnpt ii- 
intended to fubvert. ^ ^ * 

May the divine Pfovidcnco guartj and proteft your Ma- 
jefty’s precious life ; ‘give fuccels to your councils aind arm.<. 
againlt all your enemies, and ftabiliiy to your throne. 


♦ His AIajij}ys AnfiViTy Qiloher l8, 1 7450 

My Lords, ' ^ 

"f RE'rURM you my hearty tlianks for the affeClionatc and 
warm aifuiances of duty and loyalty, which you have una- 
nimoully given me in this addrels. Your concern for the pre- 
felrvaiim^^jif our excellent conlbtutiou in church and Itatc is 
as agreeable to me, as the zeal you exprefs for me and my go-^ 
irernmenr. 1 entirely rely upon both i and doubt no?* but, by 
the blciling of God, and your allillancc, this unnatural rebel- 
lion will be defeated, and the peace and tranquillity of my 
, kingdoms reftored. ^ 


jtfddrcfs to his t^y the Houfe of Commons, OH* 18 , 1745 * 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjc£ls,thc Com- 
mons of Great Britain, in Parliament aflembled, beg 
leave to return your Majcfty our unfeigned thanks for yonr 
Majelly’s moft gracious fpecch from the thrdne \ and to con- 
gratulate ydiir Majefty upon your happy, fafe^ aund feafonabte 
return to ihcfc your kingdoms. 



( ) 

^ \Ve cannot furticicntly rxpa lb ('ur al-liorrcncc arxl tlctcila- 

t»on of the unnatural rebellion now racing in iSiorili 1 riiaiii. 

Permit us to yourjMajelly tiie it^ongelt allurances of 
our tluty and atfedion to ycnir perfon and i^ovcrnpifiit ; an<! to 
declare, that we will, w'iih vi^iianoi , aiul^^ unanimity, 

iheW a Ipiril and vigour becoming iliis time ol’ r : in or- 

der to make tlufe lentinients dfciilual, wnir faithlul C'oininons 
will grant inch iupplies, and pm 1 mc|^ llfcMigth into your M.i- 
Iiands, as, we iruli:* in (lod, and hope, from vourMa- 
cannot fail to def at the atfrmpt^ of thole who 
have already madi; one part of the iiniteil knunlom, aiiil 
woui^nakc tli^ udier, a Icen^ of l>h»od, rapinj, aiul confn- 
iion. I 

With hearts full of gratitude we acknowledge, tiiat .under 
your Maielfy’s royal proterfion, w'c have«li\e«l m an uninter- 
rupted and ferine enj(»ymeiit of our religion, Liu.s, and liber- 
ties*. • • 

As all du fe arc nrav wiekedty anti openlv attacked, and wrart^ 
bound by e\eiv conli leration, hiimiui and divine, to cvert^ 
OuriVlvcsiii (leteiice of yr^tr laved perfoi^and government. 

Your Majclty may fafely rely on the /iral and vigour of yotff 
faithful Commons, who aa* ix fuNul^lo nd like nun, fenhlde 
of tlic b’leliijigs we c;ij(»y, and ditermined to iirelerve :h<iU 
l^lcilings to ourleiveb and our pollciily, # 

We beg leave to congratulate your \TaJ( Hy on the general 
concurrence of your lubjeclsir! lliele lenliiucnis ol^dnty to ycniv 
Majcity, and 7cal for your lervicc^ which li<:i>in we 

doubt not, will, by vo*:r MajedN’s wlfdom, hi imj^roved to 
the future glory and welfare oi your crown and j ]>!e, a:uJ 
to the utter confufmn and thfappointnicnt oi the X 


A}fjivcr h his Aiajrfly, ()ftohcr I74v 
ficntlcmcii, 

T RKTIJRN yc.u my hearty thanks forjhis dulifid and afiec- 
tioiiate add rtfs. ^ * 

The zeal <»nd vigour w’hich you have vvitli fo much una- 
nimity declared ')n thib occaiion, wull, 1 trull in Cj('d, enable 
me to put a fpeedy ciui to this rebellion ; what' vei ilrength yovi 
lhall place in my fiandb, you may be allured Ihall he einplovcd 
only to promote the good and happinefs of my pefjplc, and to 
fecurc to them the perpetual enjoyment of their religion, 
hwSf and liberties. ^ 


Si'cech 
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Speech oy the speaker of the Hinfc of 'lommonsy on prefenting the 
Ahnt'j Hiils^io HiA Afaj>J}jif 1 7 15* 

Moil gracious Sovejtiign, 

VT'OUR Commons do now attend your Majefty with 

^ their hit bill ut I'npply for the public fcrvice ot the pre- 
fent year ' ^ 

As their fnpplics,. Sirs, are equal fo yonr Majefty’s demand^ 

‘ fo your CoMiinons liavc made ihefe grants to yonr a5, 

th^ jtidgcd thtm to be adequate alfo to the nature, the imppi^- 
tance, and the nccellity ot the l^rviccs. / 

What )'tjur Comnion.s have given, the manner of their/ gift, 
and thp lalitiidL allowed in the difpolition of great pan of it, 

• are fo many marks ot, tlic fenfe they have of the caulV it is for, 
of the coiilidence theytrepofe in yonr Majclly for the due ap- 
plication of ilj^and of the defirc they had alfo, that our ene- 
mies might conceive no hopes from our unexpefted difadvan- 
tages and mod unactonruable difappointmcnls the latt year, 
"^lat this nation was ejther unwilling, or yet unable, to main- 
tain its own rights and rank, or ihofc of its allies, againft the 
dillurbers of Europe, their ambition and perfidy. 

Tliis is, and always has been, the only objeft of your 
Commoij^s in this war ; and although it has been piirfued by 
this country againlt one of our enemies, at an expenfe beyond 
oifr proportion of the danger, compared with that of other 
Hales \ in places, and in a manner not the moll natural to the 
litualion ot this conntiy, or where its .principal and genuine, 
and Icfs expcnlive llrengtli can be exerted ; yet your faithful 
. ^Common Sv, Sir, have enabled your Majcfty to lake this large 
iharViVi the war upon the continent, — to be indeed the life and 
chief fpirit of the whole; that the inability of fom®’ powers, 

> and the llowncfs of others, might not make the common caufe 
to become dcfperaic, and thereby give the common enemy the 
advantage of effi^ding, without# controiil, that fuperrority 
Wiich mull bo tyrarniy, fo long meditated, and now again at- 
tempted, and in whicb, if obtained, the independency of Great 
Britain may fooner <fr kitcr be involved and dcllroyed. 

It is this, Sir, and this alone, tliat can jullity to the people, 
the impofmg upon them the many millions they have abcady 
paid in the coiirfe of this particular quarrel. — God grant that 
our condition, in the further progrefs of it, may not call for a 
repetition of the fame expenfe. His aid we implore, and we 
rely on your Majcfly’s wifdom and condud, and on the ex- 
pected great confequences ot fonic late vtrv important advalt- 
rages, that the great amramcju yf»ur Conui-ons have again pro- 

tidcd 
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vided for, and the large fuifidies they have < iiahicd your Majefty 
to i^ivc to torciiJn p( ’,^cr5,lmay have Uiat rnocefs this year, hour, 
much foever it taillii in il]j‘ lall:, as to otir |)roud eiietnics 
to reafon, and give your Majclty iIk* gh‘ry of biingiiii; to your 
country what we arc moll icd Iw your royal 

he«-t, as it is certainly moll wanted by yt.'ur a fpeeiiy, 

an honouiahje, and a lailing pacincation. 

To the obtaining of wlnJi moll dcliHiUle end has the alien* 
your C!<Miiinons TH-eri moll tarnellly applied, recoin- 
.incncW re them by your Wajelty, in thv ItiongeU and moft 
iffeCtiona*e manner, anti pioLcultd by them with molt dilttki- 
guiibcd zeal ai. 1 uiianiii.iiy . ^ 

’ 1 Vvas ti.i'ir iir:l aiul j^rinripal care; and when lliatnvas done/ 
they applied ’iu.nklves with V e fame ferions attention many 
other \eiy*ir*' luini concerns, more thunjius uli.Mlly been the 
piodnclioji oi ./lie fciiioh. Among then ar * hills pre- 

par^«'«H)r \our \|jjelly s mynl .illeiit — to regit^te ihi^ions of 
flnr'*'* -;o (ec4ire t • ^aiiiuatMjn ni jultiees ot ihc I'c.ice — to 
gi\c furriicr ^ ' our.igf im nt to il:* linen i#dnn1cn^tiir< ^ of Clrcat 
Hritam and !. iand- to p*urliip the r»‘ppr|‘lling ol cxci Ifivc aiff 
tlcceitlu. f^wninr, iluit {:^>rni ' : i mind and niciraU in the 
hig! . a a ^ lh<. low t it ol n jico^le. , 

i iieVe oilie. hills, Sir, to prevent two very growing and* 
reproat lul evi!*' To the public— the iunnmg in ot jjjiods and 
n iliandife \t avoiil payment oi Uie legal and acculloiticd 
dmi».s; anal d c cMtavag ml ufi and i>nlun;puon of Frcrtth 
caml)^L^ : <’f the .11 eniiciiinij out daijg’^rons rival in 

tia !. and pov. cr. 'Vu^: lirll ot thui) 'ciown 10 an enormity 
beyond the ccjutroul of all law, and earned to the mod daring 
and impudent defiance of government ; the oiherU^ne^ 
^jpenfe and clear lofs to the nathm of two hiuidrc*(nii8!!13rnT 
pounds aiycai ; of no necedity, of no particular convcnicncy, 
but the rcfult of humour and falkion only \ and to oiir double 
flume be it fpokeh, aimed the only laftiion we do not take from 
that pLoplc of whom wc purcihafe this commodity. 

Some part of the fcflion, Sir, has been employed by yo^r 
i Commons, not unufefully, we hope, Jo the public, in the 
mod interedingdifquiraiori of all oiher%to this natioi?. 

The honour of the Britifh flag is mod juftly deemed th^"chicf 
onour of the Britifh empire. It has made us the envy and 
he terror of all ut.ier nations. Our annals, and thofe of our 
^nemies too, bear ledimony of its glory in all ages. Some 
her countries eq«al, perhaps exceed us in other fpecies of 
ilitary flrength, not in bravery, though in numbers ; but the 
al power of this ifland was ncvjur exceeded or equalled by 

any. 
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j&AV, and is now far fupcrior to I'lC nfariiimc force of any 
• Either ’coiiniry wliarfocvcr. In tlui; Mediterranean fcas, lail' 
year, we were coiifelledly fiiperiortr^f'llic united Heels of France 
znd Spain, confiiling of the flower and chief flrenglh of both 
their navieSr; but tr>tf'e aftonifhment of the world the enemy 
^feaped a^.nioft with trimnph, when Providence had thrviwn 
them almoft into our hands ^ and the iiobleft occafion was 
thereby loll of cftabltflupg the greatnefs of the Hritilh navy 
againft all pretence of rivalry, and of deciding perhaps iiw .4 
favour at once, the fate of the whole war. ' 

^Undcr thefe circumflafices, Sir, unbecoming and unpardon- 
able would it have been in )oip* Commons, net to Iiave made 
‘this foul fnifcarriage the fubjeft of their ancient, conllitunonal, 
and ftfceliary power of inquiry into every public fervicc. They 
entered into it, and .purfued it with an impartiality and with a 
folemnity that becaine<nheir juflicc and their dignity ; worthy 
of the great nathinal importance it k of, and worthy the royal 
juftice to which they have now appealed. To you, Sir,‘ your 
people in Parliam'crW have deferred this great caiife of their 
^^Vbuntry, to give it ?n examination' in legal courfe of trial, 
without'dillindion of perfons or degrees ; that this (lain »inon 
^thc honour of the kingdom, ihisdifgiacc that raifes indignation 
in the brcali of every true Briton, may in fome meafure be 
done aw'^y, by doing right to the valour and condnft of thofe 
. wife have done well, and by perpetuating, through cxemphuy 
I jpdnifltracnt, the infamy of the’ timorous Vind the treacherous, 

/ and of thofe who in any^manner thus fatally lo their country, 
have tranTgrcHTed the rule's, and broken the difcipllneof war. 

Coniiedied in fome fort with this inquiry, the late pradice 
cf courts martial in the fca fervicc hath fallen under the obfer- 
vkfjion of your Commons: in one of which they have found 
•filch defeds aixl miftehaviour as are a reproach to the’ juftice of 
the nation ; and jf generally pradifed, mufl end in the total 
overthrow' of all military difciplinc at Tea. Towards remedy- 
ing which fo great evil and indeed fcandal to the Hate, a bill 
afvaits your Majefty's royal aflent, to prevent it in fome de- 
gree 5 with otitp hopes that hereafter a more extenfive reforma- 
tion of tliefe courts wiil be made by Parliament, that the privi-» 
lege of being tr^cd by perfons of the fame profellion, as a means 
pi prot^ding the iiinocent, may not be converted into the baf/ 
means of proteding the guilty, becaufe they are of the fan? 
pmfefl^ ; or for other reafons not lefs dangerous or difbonotr- j 
ibte. 

The bills I have in my hands to prefent to your Mnjcfly, e 
feyeralty iiultulcd^ 






